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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

____________________________________ 
       ) 
Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael-   ) 
Jewish National Fund, et al.   ) 
       ) 
   Plaintiffs,   ) 
       ) 
 v.      ) Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-03425 
       ) 
Education for a Just Peace in the Middle East) 
d/b/a US Campaign for Palestinian Rights  ) 
       ) 
   Defendant.   ) 
____________________________________) 

PLAINTIFFS’ REPLY TO DEFENDANT’S OPPOSITION TO 
PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION TO RECONSIDER 

COME NOW the Plaintiffs and hereby file their Reply to the Brief in 

Opposition to Plaintiffs’ Motion for Reconsideration (D.E. 29) (“USCPR 

Opposition”) submitted by Defendant, Education for Just Peace in the Middle East, 

d/b/a US Campaign for Palestinian Rights (hereinafter “Defendant” or “USCPR”). 

This Court should reconsider its dismissal of Plaintiffs’ Complaint in accordance 

with Fed. R. of Civ. P. 59(e) as the Court’s dismissal is based on a clear error in 

the application of law.   

Moreover, as noted infra in Section IV, new relevant facts have developed in 

the days following the filing of USCPR’s Opposition.  The Court should take note 

of the barrage of missiles and incendiary terror devices launched this week from 
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HAMAS-controlled Gaza into Israel, killing, maiming, and destroying lives, 

families, and nature.  HAMAS is a designated Foreign Terrorist Organization that 

receives sponsorship and material support that enable it to commit atrocious terror 

attacks.  Plaintiffs’ Complaint alleges that the Defendant has provided material 

support and/or aided and abetted HAMAS’ terror attacks from Gaza against 

innocent civilians in Israel. These allegations more than suffice to entitle the 

Plaintiffs to pursue this action, pursue discovery, and have the day in court to 

which they are entitled.  

I. 

THE RULE 59(e) STANDARD IS SATISFIED BECAUSE THE DISMISSAL 
OF THE COMPLAINT WAS A “CLEAR ERROR OF LAW” 

 USCPR asserts erroneously that Plaintiffs “do not even mention the Rule 

59(e) standard” in their Motion for Reconsideration. Page 14 of the Plaintiffs’ 

Motion invokes Rule 59(e), notes that a Court abuses its discretion if it fails to 

reconsider a “clear error of law,” and cites the Firestone and Anyanwutaku, cases 

on which the Defendant relies. 

 USCPR’s Opposition also implies that motions for reconsideration are 

routinely and invariably rejected. Strikingly absent from the array of precedents in 

the Opposition is True the Vote, Inc. v. Internal Revenue Service, 126 A.F.T.R.2d 

2020-6180, pp. 5-6, 2020 WL 5656694, p. 6 (D.D.C. Sept. 23, 2020), in which 

Judge Walton recently deemed reconsideration “appropriate” and granted 
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defendants’ motion “to correct a clear error.” See also Turkmani v. Republic of 

Bolivia, 273 F. Supp. 2d 45, 50 (D.D.C. 2002) (the court can and should correct 

clear errors in order to “preserve the integrity of the final judgment.”). 

II. 

KEMPER APPLIED AND DID NOT “REPUDIATE” BOIM 

 USCPR dismisses the precedent that most closely parallels this case, an en 

banc decision of the Seventh Circuit written by Judge Richard Posner – Boim v. 

Holy Land Foundation for Relief & Development, 549 F.3d 685 (7th Cir. 2008). Its 

Opposition declares that Boim was “explicitly repudiated” in Kemper v. Deutsche 

Bank AG, 911 F.3d 383 (7th Cir. 2018). USCPR has apparently failed to read the 

Kemper opinion. Nowhere does the Kemper opinion “repudiate” or even question 

the Boim ruling or its rationale. In Kemper, Chief Judge Wood confirmed the Boim 

decision and said, in language that is particularly applicable to the facts alleged in 

the Complaint in this case, “[t]he analogy between multiple sources providing 

material support to terrorists, and multiple hunters firing in the same direction, 

while imperfect, is helpful.” 911 F.3d at 391. 

 The Defendant chose in its initial Motion to Dismiss to ignore Boim 

altogether. In USCPR’s Opposition it baselessly declares (p. 9) that the Second, 

and Ninth Circuits had issued decisions that conflicted with Boim. In fact, the 

Ninth and Second Circuit rulings – Fields v. Twitter, Inc., 881 F.3d 739 (9th Cir. 
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2018), and Rothstein v. UBS AG, 708 F.3d 82 (2d Cir. 2013) – did not reject Boim. 

The Fields opinion did not cite or discuss Boim. At the very end of the Rothstein 

opinion the Second Circuit cited Boim approvingly in support of its conclusion 

that, standing alone, Section 2333(a) does not impose aiding-and-abetting liability.  

III. 

PLAINTIFFS’ COMPLAINT PLAUSIBLY ALLEGED PROXIMATE 
CAUSE BY THE STANDARD OF BOIM  

 The Complaint alleges in Paragraphs 120 through 143 that USCPR 

materially supports HAMAS’ terrorist activities by (a) enabling donors to make 

tax-deductible contributions through the Defendant, which purports to act as a 

“fiscal sponsor” and which violates its fiduciary and other obligations as a US 

501(c)(3) organization by sending US dollars to a non-US entity and non-

charitable organization, the BNC, which is a “foreign entity consisting of US 

designated Foreign Terrorist Organizations,” and (b) promoting, sponsoring, and 

serving as the US partner of the Great Return Marches, which are supported by 

HAMAS and which generate and launch “explosive charges” and “incendiary 

terror balloons and kites.” These are plausible specific allegations that the 

Plaintiffs are entitled to prove in plenary proceedings. 

 If proved, the allegations are a proximate cause of the injuries specified in 

Paragraphs 157-196 of the Complaint. They would render USCPR liable both 
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under Section 2333(a) (“Direct Liability”) and under Section 2333(d) (“Aiding-

and-Abetting Liability”).  

 These allegations are not “conclusory.” They allege a “specific factual basis” 

for both direct and aiding-and-abetting liability. BNC can gather tax-deductible 

contributions in the United States because USCPR provides a tax-deductible 

façade. Hence USCPR substantially assists the financing of Foreign Terrorist 

Organizations in the same manner as the defendants did in the Boim case. Judge 

Posner’s “chain of incorporations” established the proximate cause that tied fund-

collection and distribution of money by the Holy Land Foundation and the other 

defendants in Boim to the murders committed by HAMAS. By the same reasoning, 

the material support given to HAMAS by USCPR’s support of HAMAS’ Great 

Return Marches and USCPR’s charitable solicitations for BNC proximately caused 

the injuries suffered by the Plaintiffs. 

 There may indeed be other contributors and supporters of HAMAS’ terrorist 

conduct. But, as both Boim and Kemper recognized, the proximate-cause element 

does not require that the defendant’s conduct be the sole exclusive cause of a 

plaintiff’s injury. “Multiple sources” may provide “material support to terrorists,” 

and the conduct of each is the proximate cause of an injury giving rise to liability 

under Sections 2333(a) and 2333(d).    
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IV. 

HAMAS’ CURRENT DISPATCH OF MURDEROUS ROCKETS IN 
ADDITION TO ITS CONTINUED LAUNCHING OF MISSILES, 

ROCKETS, AND INCENDIARY TERROR DEVICES IN THE FORM OF 
EXPLOSIVE BALLOONS HEIGHTENS THE IMPORTANCE OF 

JUDICIAL RELIEF 

The importance of this case has been further proved in the days following 

the filing of USCPR’s latest pleading. As of the filing of this Reply, 

approximately 1500 deadly rockets have been fired by HAMAS in Gaza at 

Israeli civilian targets and have resulted in the deaths of several Israelis.  As 

U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken stated on May 12, 2021, “There is first 

a very clear and absolute distinction between a terrorist organization, Hamas, that 

is indiscriminately raining down rockets – in fact, targeting civilians – and Israel’s 

response defending itself that is targeting the terrorists who are raining down 

rockets on Israel.” Secretary Anthony J. Blinken on Release of the 2020 

International Religious Freedom Report - United States Department of State.1   

See also Appendix attached hereto that reproduces some news articles reporting 

on these HAMAS terrorist measures.  

Anyone who provides direct or indirect financial support to HAMAS is 

supporting terrorist murder of innocent individuals, be they citizens of Israel or 

of another country. Very recent events demonstrate conclusively that funding a 

 
1 https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-on-release-of-the-2020-international-religious-freedom-
report/ 
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terrorist group such as HAMAS supports that group’s heinous and murderous 

attacks.  See e.g. Bartlett v. Societe Generale de Banque un Liban SAL, 2020 

WL 7089448, at *12-16 (E.D. N.Y. Nov 25, 2020); Miller v. Arab Bank, PLC, 

372 F.Supp.3d 33, 47-48 (E.D.N.Y. 2019). If a national of the United States is 

injured or killed, an entity in the United States such as USCPR that provides 

direct or indirect financial support to HAMAS should be held liable under 

American anti-terrorist law.  

CONCLUSION 

 This Court should grant the Plaintiffs’ Motion for Reconsideration and 

permit this case to proceed to discovery and a trial. 

Dated:  May 14, 2021  Respectfully Submitted, 
  

    HEIDEMAN NUDELMAN & KALIK P.C. 
    5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 440 
    Washington, DC  20015 
    Telephone:  202-463-1818 
 

By:___/s/Tracy Reichman Kalik__________ 
       Richard D. Heideman (D.C. Bar No. 377462) 
       Noel J. Nudelman (D.C. Bar No. 449969) 

                  Tracy Reichman Kalik (D.C. Bar No. 462055) 
 

Nathan Lewin 
     Alyza D. Lewin 
     LEWIN & LEWIN, LLP  

888 17th Street, N.W., 4th Floor 
     Washington, DC 20006 
 
     Of Counsel 
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Jerusalem Post: Incendiary balloons cause 
numerous fires throughout southern Israel  

May 9, 2021 

  

Case 1:19-cv-03425-RJL   Document 30-1   Filed 05/14/21   Page 2 of 51



Jerusalem Post   Israel News

Incendiary balloons cause numerous fires
throughout southern Israel
Numerous fires broke out throughout the weekend in southern Israel, mostly along
the Gaza border and in the Eshkol Regional Council, amid heightened tensions in the
region.

By JERUSALEM POST STAFF   MAY 9, 2021 16:21
   

Balloon units prepare incendiary and explosive balloons to launch towards Israel, August 12, 2020
(photo credit: SONS OF AL-ZAWARI BALLOON UNIT/TELEGRAM)

Simple trick to clean earwax
Earwax can cause hearing loss and memory
loss. Try this simple !x to remove earwax.

Q-Grips.com Open

Advertisement

5/14/21, 3:03 PM
Page 1 of 4
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Incendiary balloons launched from Gaza caused numerous fires throughout
southern Israel on Friday and Saturday amid rising tensions surrounding
West Bank settlements.
Five fires were detected at the Kisufim forest and three others were
detected at the Beeri and Besor forests on Friday.

Teams of volunteers and professionals from Israel's Fire and Rescue
Services, the Jewish National Fund (JNF) and Israel Nature and Parks
Authority were dispatched to the different scenes and managed to prevent
the spread of the fire to nearby towns. 

Saturday marked the third consecutive day of fires breaking out in several
areas of southern Israel due to incendiary balloons. A total of 10 fires were
detected on Saturday, as well, each one in a different location throughout
the Eshkol Regional Council and the Sha'ar HaNegev Regional Council. 

רדיו דרום
@radiodarom97

יום שני ברציפות של טרור השריפות בעוטף עזה: בשעה זו 
משתוללות 8 שריפות בעוטף, שני אירועי שריפה ביער בארי, אירוע 

שריפה אחד ביער הבשור וחמישה אירועי שריפה ביער כיסופים.

במקום פועלים צוותי עובדי קק״ל, צוותי כיבוי אש ורבשצים.

 @anataev

קרדיט צילום: משה ברוכי סייר ביערות קק״ל

7:54 AM · May 7, 2021

1 Share this Tweet

Listen to this article now
02:09 Powered by Trinity Audio

5/14/21, 3:03 PM
Page 2 of 4
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Most of the fires were small and relatively easy to put out, the Fire and
Rescue Department said, and the only damage done was to a wheat field.
Investigators found that the 10 fires were caused by incendiary balloons.  

On Thursday, seven fires broke out in open fields within the Eshkol Region.
They did not pose any danger to nearby towns and no injuries were
reported. However, substantial damage was caused to one wheat field. 

All incidents on Thursday were caused by incendiary balloons, according to

nir dvori
@ndvori

שדה חיטה בוער בעוטף.

11:13 AM · May 6, 2021 from Israel

24 6 Share this Tweet

5/14/21, 3:03 PM
Page 3 of 4
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experts from the Fire and Rescue Services.

Tensions have been on the rise in the region due to the potential eviction of
east Jerusalem residents living in Sheikh Jarrah, a move which is now on
appeal before the High Court of Justice. 

At issue is a property dispute between them and the Nahalat Shimon
company over land rights, with past court rulings dismissing their claims.

The new 540-unit plan would extend the footprint of the neighborhood
which sits on the southern edge of Jerusalem near the Palestinian city of
Bethlehem. 

Its opponents fear that it is one of a number of projects in that area that
create a wedge between Palestinian neighborhoods of east Jerusalem and
Bethlehem, thereby blocking the territorial contiguity of any future
Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its capital.

Tovah Lazaroff and Tobias Siegal contributed to this report.

Our hearts go out to Angelina Jolie.

HEATPEAKAd

READ MORE

Advertisement

5/14/21, 3:03 PM
Page 4 of 4
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Appendix 2 

 

Jerusalem Post: Tel Aviv battered in 
unprecedented Gaza barrage  

May 12, 2021 
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Appendix 3 

 

Times of Israel: Chevron shuts Tamar offshore 
gas platform as Hamas says it targeted facility 

May 12, 2021 
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Hamas launched a massive barrage of rocket fire on southern and central Israel in the early hours of Wednesday
morning, killing a man and his daughter outside Lod and sending hundreds of thousands of people, from Tel Aviv to
Beersheba, fleeing to bomb shelters.

Their deaths, and that of a woman in a rocket attack on Rishon Lezion earlier overnight, brought the Israeli death toll
to five since the start of the hostilities on Monday evening.

According to the IDF, over 1,050 rockets and mortar shells have been fired from the Gaza Strip toward Israel since the
outbreak of fighting on Monday evening, with 200 failing to clear the border and landing inside the enclave. Those
barrages included over 400 rockets fired deep into Israel in two huge waves on Tuesday evening and from about 3 a.m.
on Wednesday. IDF Spokesperson Hidai Zilberman said the Iron Dome air defense system had an interception rate of
between 85 and 90 percent of rockets heading toward populated areas.

! / 'HAMAS MISSILES DON'T DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN JEWS AND ARABS'

Overnight Hamas barrages kill father and
daughter in Lod, woman in Rishon Lezion
Over 1,000 rockets fired at Israel from Gaza since Monday, IDF says; military conducts 500 strikes, killing top intel
officers, bringing down buildings used by terror group

By JUDAH ARI GROSS and TOI STAFF

12 May 2021, 6:06 am

The scene of a rocket strike in the city of Lod that killed two people on May 12, 2021 (Magen David Adom)

5/14/21, 3:08 PM
Page 1 of 11
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In response, the IDF launched strikes on upwards of 500 targets in the Gaza Strip, aimed at Hamas personnel,
weaponry and infrastructure, Zilberman said.

Asked how much longer the IDF believed Hamas had the ability to fire rockets at central Israel, the spokesman said
that the terror group was likely depleting its arsenals, but could still carry out large barrages in the coming days.

“Hamas’s stamina is running out, but this is an organization with stamina. It won’t run out in 24 hours,” Zilberman
told reporters.

Outside Lod, a city of both Arab and Jewish residents that has been the scene of some of the worst rioting in recent
days, a rocket hit a home and a car, killing two people, police said. It brought the death toll in Israel to five since the
start of hostilities on Monday.

Police said the victims were a father, Halil Awad, 52, and his 16-year-old daughter, Nadine. The mother, who was also
in the car, was seriously injured, medics said.

“I know it sounds like a cliché and they always say that the best people are the ones who lose their lives, but Nadine
really was a very, very special girl,” her principal Shirin Natur Hafi told the Reshet Bet radio station.

“She was in 10th grade, studying in the biology-chemistry track. She had dreams of changing the world. She was such
a special girl, such a talented girl. She wanted to conquer the world,” Hafi said of her student.

Lod Mayor Yair Revivo said the dead were members of the Arab community. “Hamas missiles do not differentiate

Emanuel (Mannie) Fabian
@manniefabian

Intial reports say 2 seriously wounded in a rocket impact in 
Lod.

8:40 PM · May 11, 2021
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between Jews and Arabs,” Revivo said.

He also appealed to Arab residents to end the violence inside the city and called for calm. “The day after, we will still
have to live here together.”

In Tel Aviv, an 80-year-old man suffered an apparent heart attack while running to a public shelter and was in serious
condition, medics said.

Another missile hit a house in the town of Yehud, just north of Ben Gurion Airport. Rescue workers said the family
who lived in the house were saved by their bomb shelter. Pictures from the scene showed the house completely
destroyed.

A house in Yehud that was hit by a rocket Ered from Gaza on May 12, 2021 (United Hatzalah)

According to the IDF spokesperson, Israelis who heeded the Home Front Command’s instructions and entered bomb
shelters have been largely unharmed in the rocket attacks and most of the casualties in Israel were people who didn’t
or couldn’t reach a protected space.

Hamas said it fired over 200 hundred rockets during the early Wednesday morning assault, claiming it was in
response to the IDF destroying a nine-story building in Gaza City. The army said the building housed Hamas offices,

Joe Truzman
@Jtruzmah

Iron Dome interceptors fired against rockets launched from 
#Gaza a short time ago near Tel-Aviv. #Israel

8:06 PM · May 11, 2021

157 9 Share this Tweet

5/14/21, 3:08 PM
Page 3 of 11

Case 1:19-cv-03425-RJL   Document 30-1   Filed 05/14/21   Page 22 of 51



including the group’s intelligence center, West Bank command and a propaganda department. The IDF warned
inhabitants of the building to flee several hours before the attack.

The IDF also said it killed two senior Hamas intelligence officers in a targeted strike.

“In a combined operation between the IDF and the Shin Bet security service about two hours ago, we eliminated key
operatives from Hamas’s military intelligence system,” the IDF said in an early morning statement.

It identified the men as Hassan Kaogi, the chief of the security department in Hamas military intelligence, and his
deputy, Wail Issa, head of the military intelligence counterespionage department. It said that Issa was the brother of
Marwan Issa, the deputy commander of the Hamas military wing.

The IDF spokesman said the military was also targeting the group’s rocket production and storage facilities,
underground infrastructure and homes and offices of Hamas leadership.

The rockets targeted a wide swath of Israel from Beersheba to the Sharon area north of Tel Aviv, the farthest north
rockets have been fired yet.

Loud explosions were heard throughout the area as Iron Dome interceptors brought down most of the incoming
missiles. The rockets were the second major assault on the Tel Aviv area in a few hours.

צבא ההגנה לישראל
@idfonline

מטוסי קרב של צה״ל תקפו לפני זמן קצר מבנה שבשימוש ארגון 
הטרור חמאס בשכונת רמאל בצפון רצועת עזה. במבנה נמצאים 

מטה המודיעין, מטה הגדה, מחלקת ההסברה וחטיבת עזה של ארגון 
החמאס. טרם התקיפה צה״ל הזהיר את האזרחים ששהו בבניין ונתן 

להם שהות מספקת להתפנות מהמבנה >>>

9:23 PM · May 11, 2021
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On Tuesday evening, terror groups in Gaza pummeled central Israel in what appeared to be the largest-ever barrage
aimed at the broader Tel Aviv area.

Hamas claims to have launched over 130 rockets in that volley. There was no immediate statement from the IDF on
the number of rockets fired.

David A. Daoud
@DavidADaoud

Video of Hamas rocket barrage on Tel Aviv

8:31 PM · May 11, 2021
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A woman was killed by a rocket strike in the central city of Rishon Lezion. She was not immediately identified.

Rockets also hit the Tel Aviv suburbs of Holon and Givatayim, injuring at least eight people, some of them seriously,
police said.

One rocket fell next to a bus in Holon, injuring four people, two of them seriously and two of them moderately.
Medics said a five-year-old girl was among the wounded in Holon.

Israel Defense Forces
@IDF

RAW FOOTAGE: This is the moment the Iron Dome 
intercepted a barrage of rockets over Tel Aviv and central 
Israel.

2:28 PM · May 11, 2021
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A tank on Ere on the Ashkelon-Eilat oil pipeline after a rocket strike from Gaza, May
11, 2021 (Channel 12 screenshot)

FireEghters near damaged vehicles in the city of Holon near Tel Aviv, on May 11, 2021, after rockets are launched at Israel from the Gaza Strip (Ahmad GHARABLI / AFP)

In nearby Givatayim, fragments of a rocket that was intercepted by the Iron Dome missile defense system hit a house,
lightly injuring four people inside, police said. A building in north Tel Aviv was also apparently hit.

Ben Gurion Airport temporarily stopped all air traffic and diverted flights to Cyprus. Flights were resumed less than
two hours later.

The IDF Home Front Command instructed all residents of central and southern Israel to enter bomb shelters during
the attacks. The Home Front Command also ordered schools shuttered south of Herzliya Wednesday amid the rocket
bombardments from Gaza.

Earlier Tuesday, a large tank in Ashkelon belonging to the
Eilat-Ashkelon oil pipeline was hit by a rocket and was set
alight. Firefighters have been working to douse the blaze,
so far unsuccessfully.

There are fears that hazardous materials could be spread
by the fire, Channel 12 reported. But the local fire chief
said the fire does not pose a danger to local residents.

Dana Levi דנה
@Danale

הפגיעה בצינור אשקלון אילת

3:19 PM · May 11, 2021
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Smoke billows from an Israeli airstrike on the Hanadi compound in Gaza City, controlled by the Palestinian Hamas terror group on May 11, 2021. (MOHAMMED ABED / AFP)

Israeli jets earlier on Tuesday evening destroyed a 13-story residential building in Gaza City, in a retaliatory airstrike.
Prior to the strike, people in the building received several warnings, including phone calls and messages, telling them
to leave, and a preliminary “roof-knocking” strike — using a small missile to strike the roof with minimal damage in
order to cause all inside to leave before a major raid.

In videos from the scene, the building — which housed offices of several Hamas commanders — can be seen
enveloped in dense smoke before collapsing.

Hamas earlier on Tuesday had threatened to launch long-range rockets at Tel Aviv should Israel continue airstrikes in
residential areas.

It was not immediately clear why Israel targeted the building. Channel 12 reported it apparently served as the home
for many terror operatives, including some released by Israel during the 2011 Gilad Shalit prisoner exchange.

5/14/21, 3:08 PM
Page 8 of 11
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After the rocket strikes on central Israel, Israeli forces destroyed the al-Jawharah high-rise in Gaza City, flouting
additional threats from terror groups. Hamas and Islamic Jihad had previously said that such demolitions would lead
to further rocket fire on Tel Aviv.

Earlier on Tuesday, two women were killed and dozens injured, including two seriously, when Palestinian terror
groups in the Gaza Strip fired massive barrages of rockets at southern Israel.

The deaths in Ashkelon marked the first fatalities in Israel in the round of fighting with Gaza terrorist groups that
began Monday evening.

A heavily damaged house from rocket Ere in the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon on May 11, 2021 (JACK GUEZ / AFP)

·May 11, 2021!" #$%&' ()*+,- @nawal66

إسرائيل تعجز عن مواجهة الشباب العُزّل في القدس فتهاجم بصواريخها غزة عن بُعد … ! 
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#غزة_تنتصر_للقدس 
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طائرات ا!حتVل تدمّر برج هنادي غربي مدينة غزة

الحمد اZ ربنا سلم
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The deadly rocket attack directly struck a home where an elderly woman was sitting with her caregiver, 32-year-
old Soumya Santosh. Santosh was killed while her elderly charge, 80, was hospitalized in serious condition, according
to Hebrew media reports.

Channel 12 reported that the rocket shelter was at least a minute’s run away from the woman’s home and the pair did
not manage to reach it in time. The home did not have a fortified room of its own.

According to the Haaretz daily, Santosh is survived by her husband and nine-year-old daughter.

כאן חדשות
@kann_news

ההרוגה מפגיעת הרקטה באשקלון: טהומיה סנטוש, בת 32 מהודו
@pozailov1

bit.ly/3tClx3y

12:34 PM · May 11, 2021

263 80 Share this Tweet

The second victim of the Ashkelon rocket attack was not immediately identified.

A technical issue with an Iron Dome battery during the massive rocket barrage toward the coastal city on Tuesday
afternoon prevented some rockets from being intercepted and may have been responsible for the casualties. The
malfunction was repaired and the battery returned to being fully operational shortly after, Hebrew-language media
reports said.

The Barzilai Medical Center in Ashkelon on Tuesday said that it treated 95 casualties, including two in serious and
two in moderate condition.

The Hamas-run health ministry said 32 Gazans were killed, including 10 minors, and 220 wounded in the ongoing
escalation with Israel. Fifteen Gazans sustained serious injuries, according to ministry spokesperson Ashraf al-Qidra.
Israel said more than half were Hamas fighters.

5/14/21, 3:08 PM
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Fire billows from Israeli airstrikes in the Gaza Strip, controlled by the Palestinian
Islamist movement Hamas, on May 10, 2021. (MAHMUD HAMS / AFP)

Zilberman, the IDF spokesperson, said a number of those killed in Gaza, including at least three children, were hit by
errant rockets fired by Palestinian terrorists, not by Israeli airstrikes.

He said Israel was taking steps to avoid Palestinian civilian casualties, but that they were liable to occur anyway as
Hamas deliberately operates within a densely populated area, using the residents of the Strip as human shields.

Hamas, which is officially dedicated to the destruction of the State of Israel, took effective control of the Gaza Strip in
2007 from the Palestinian Authority in a violent coup. Since then, Israel has imposed a naval blockade on the enclave,
as well as stiff control over what can enter the Strip, maintaining that it is necessary in order to prevent terror groups
from smuggling weapons into the area.

Palestinian terror groups have tied the attacks to the
unrest in Jerusalem connected to both prayer on the
Temple Mount during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan
and the pending eviction of a number of Palestinian
families from their homes in East Jerusalem’s Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood.

Israel has fought three large operations against Hamas
and other terror groups in the Gaza Strip since 2008, most
recently in 2014 with a 51-day war known as Operation
Protective Edge.

Judah Ari Gross and Aaron Boxerman contributed to this report.

5/14/21, 3:08 PM
Page 11 of 11

Case 1:19-cv-03425-RJL   Document 30-1   Filed 05/14/21   Page 30 of 51



 

 

 

Appendix 5 

 

Wall Street Journal: Israel Strikes Hamas 
Targets After Rockets Fired at Jerusalem 

May 10, 2021 

  

Case 1:19-cv-03425-RJL   Document 30-1   Filed 05/14/21   Page 31 of 51



5/12/2021 Israel Strikes Hamas Targets After Rockets Fired at Jerusalem - WSJ

https://www.wsj.com/articles/israeli-military-says-rockets-fired-from-gaza-toward-jerusalem-11620646448 1/7

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order presentation-ready copies for distribution to your colleagues, clients or customers visit
https://www.djreprints.com.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/israeli-military-says-rockets-�ired-from-gaza-toward-jerusalem-11620646448

MIDDLE EAST

Israel Strikes Hamas Targets A�er Rockets
Fired at Jerusalem
Israeli military says it carried out airstrikes in response to rockets from Gaza militants; Palestinian
Health Ministry says 21 people died in airstrikes, including 10 children

By  and 
Updated May 10, 2021 4�56 pm ET

Felicia Schwartz Dov Lieber

JERUSALEM—Israel carried out airstrikes in Palestinian territory after militants in Gaza
fired a barrage of rockets at Jerusalem for the first time since 2014, raising fears of a
wider conflict following days of clashes between Palestinians and Israeli police in the
contested holy city of Jerusalem.

Israel’s military said Monday that it had begun striking targets in Hamas-ruled Gaza in
response to more than 150 rockets from Gaza. The targets included eight Hamas
operatives and a Hamas terror tunnel. Israel also bolstered its troops on the border with
Gaza.

The Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza said 21 people were killed in the Israeli airstrikes,
including 10 children. Israel’s military said it killed eight Hamas operatives and said that
it was looking into the reports about children’s deaths.

Israeli officials said they were preparing for several days of fighting and possibly
widening Israel’s military efforts to demonstrate that it doesn’t tolerate attacks on its soil
or citizens.

“The current conflict could continue for some time. We do not seek escalation but
whoever chooses to escalate will feel the weight of our arm,” Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said.

Listen to this article
8 minutes
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State Department spokesman Ned Price said the U.S. condemned Hamas rockets fired into
Israel, calling them “an unacceptable escalation.” He said the U.S. recognized Israel’s right
to defend itself but urged “all sides to ensure calm and de-escalate tensions and avoid
violent confrontations.”

Israel’s military said seven rockets were fired from Gaza toward Jerusalem and the nearby
city of Beit Shemesh, including one that was intercepted. One of the rockets aimed at
Jerusalem hit a house, causing light injuries to people there, according to Israeli officials

Beyond Jerusalem, more than 100 rockets were fired toward other Israeli areas, including
communities in the south near the Gaza border. Militants in Gaza also fired an antitank
missile toward Sderot, injuring a civilian standing near a targeted vehicle, Israel’s
military said.

According to Israel’s emergency services Magen David Adom, one of the rockets fired from
Gaza hit an ambulance in southern Israel and injured the driver, who was taken to the
hospital.

Young Israelis marched and chanted in Jerusalem on Monday to mark a holiday commemorating
Israel’s capture of East Jerusalem in 1967.
PHOTO: GIL COHEN�MAGEN�AGENCE FRANCE�PRESSE�GETTY IMAGES
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Hamas claimed responsibility for the rocket fire, saying it was “in retaliation to [Israel’s]
crimes and aggression on the holy city and brutality against our people in Sheikh Jarrah
and Al Aqsa Mosque.”

A spokesman for the group, Abu Obeida, said it would step up its attacks if Israel ramps up
theirs.

The rockets were launched as thousands of young Jewish nationalists were marching
through Jerusalem. Earlier Monday, more than 300 people were injured when Israeli
police fired flash grenades, tear gas and sponge-tipped bullets at Palestinian worshipers
at the Al Aqsa Mosque compound, according to Palestinian medics and social-media
videos.

Israeli police said they used riot-control methods after hundreds of Palestinians began
throwing stones and shooting fireworks at them near an entrance to the site. According to
Hebrew media, 20 Israeli police officers were also injured.

The compound, known to Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary and Jews as the Temple Mount,
has become a focal point of Palestinian anger over what they see as years of efforts to
push them out of Jerusalem and limit their access to land they claim, as well as infringing
on their basic rights. The situation has been aggravated by right-wing Jewish Israeli
efforts to assert control in East Jerusalem, which Israel claims as part of its undivided
capital.

An Israeli police forensics expert carries the remains of a rocket on the outskirts of Jerusalem on
Monday.
PHOTO: AMMAR AWAD�REUTERS
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Palestinians and Israeli police have clashed in recent days amid tensions over a looming
court decision on whether to evict Palestinians from their homes in the East Jerusalem
neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah. Israel’s Supreme Court delayed a hearing on the evictions
scheduled for Monday, in part because of the heightened political tensions associated
with the decision.

Israel considers all of Jerusalem its sovereign territory and governs all of its inhabitants,
but Palestinians want the eastern portion of the city to be the capital of a future
Palestinian state.

A Palestinian man helped a wounded protester amid clashes with Israeli security forces at
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque compound on Monday.
PHOTO: AHMAD GHARABLI�AGENCE FRANCE�PRESSE�GETTY IMAGES

Israeli security forces detained a Palestinian protester amid clashes in Jerusalem's Old City on
Monday.
PHOTO: EMMANUEL DUNAND�AGENCE FRANCE�PRESSE�GETTY IMAGES
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The marchers on Monday, carrying Israeli flags, were headed toward the Western Wall for
celebrations and speeches marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday commemorating
Israel’s capture of East Jerusalem in 1967.

They took a new route avoiding Damascus Gate and the Muslim Quarter of the Old City
after Mr. Netanyahu ordered police to redirect them. The Israeli police said the decision
was aimed at de-escalating tensions following the clashes earlier Monday.

Blaring sirens and loud booms disrupted the festive mood. Marchers continued on their
route toward the Western Wall several minutes after the sirens stopped.

Earlier Monday, Israeli police restricted Jewish visitors to the holy site complex, which
has long been a source of conflict between Palestinians and Israelis.

Ahead of the march, dozens of Palestinian men gathered outside the Damascus Gate
entrance to the Old City and chanted “with god and spirit we’ll redeem Al Aqsa.”

Hindi al-Natsheh, 23, a construction worker who works in Jewish areas of Jerusalem, said
Israeli police have stoked tensions.

“The Israeli police and the settlers don’t need to come to a holy place like Al Aqsa. Why
should they come here? It only creates problems,” he said, adding that Israeli police
appeared to act indiscriminately.

Ofir Gendleman, a spokesman for Mr. Netanyahu, said Monday’s clashes at Al Aqsa
mosque were planned ahead of time.

“Extremist Palestinians planned well in advance to carry out riots today on the
#TempleMount. What we see now is the result of that,” he said on Twitter. “We guarantee
the freedom to pray, not the freedom to riot and attack innocent people. The police [are]
working to restore calm.”

MORE ON ISRAEL

Jerusalem Clashes Between Palestinians and Police Leave Dozens Injured•

Israeli Court Delays Ruling on Possible East Jerusalem Evictions•

Gaza Militants Fire Rockets at Israel Amid Jerusalem Clashes•
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Mevaser Cohen, 16, said he traveled from the Jordan Valley to take part in the Jerusalem
Day march.

“I came to be present, so that we’ll be more than the Arabs. If we won’t be here, we won’t
have independence or a nation,” said Mr. Cohen, dressed in blue and white and heading to
the march with friends.

Asked if he was afraid of violence, Mr. Cohen said, “The Arabs need to be afraid, not us. It
is our land,” he said.

U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan called Israel’s national security adviser Meir
Ben-Shabbat on Sunday to express Washington’s “serious concern” about the clashes at
the Al Aqsa mosque during the last days of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan.

According to a U.S. readout of the call, senior American officials have pressed Israeli and
Palestinian officials in recent days to take steps to ensure calm, de-escalate tensions and
denounce violence.

Mr. Sullivan urged Israel “to pursue appropriate measures to ensure calm during
Jerusalem Day commemorations.”

On Monday evening, the U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem issued a security alert ordering
embassy staff to avoid the Old City until May 16 and imposed a nighttime curfew for staff
in East Jerusalem and the city center.

Palestinian protesters run for cover from tear gas �ired by Israeli security forces at Jerusalem’s Al-
Aqsa mosque compound.
PHOTO: AHMAD GHARABLI�AGENCE FRANCE�PRESSE�GETTY IMAGES
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Copyright © 2021 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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Appeared in the May 11, 2021, print edition as 'Israeli Airstrikes Hit Hamas in Gaza.'

In Israel, some officials and analysts see the recent violence as an inflection point in what
they describe as a passive approach to dealing with the Palestinians.

Amos Yadlin, a former head of Israeli military intelligence, said the escalating tensions
between Israelis and Palestinians in Jerusalem stem from Israel’s failure to decide what
its goals are with regards to the Palestinians.

“This failure to decide is effectively a decision in its own right, one that is leading us to a
reality in which there is one state that is neither democratic nor Jewish,” Mr. Yadlin said
in an opinion piece that appeared on Channel 12’s website on Monday.

—Anas Baba in Gaza City and William Mauldin in Washington, D.C., contributed to this
article.
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Washington Free Beacon: Biden Breaks Silence 
as Hamas Terror Missiles Blast Israel 

May 12, 2021 
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Hamas fires rockets deep into
Israel, escalating tensions

Israelis run to shelters as air attack sirens goes o! during a Jerusalem Day march, in Jerusalem, Monday, May 10, 2021.
Explosions have been heard in Jerusalem after air raid sirens sounded. The sirens came Monday, shortly after the Hamas ...
more >

By Ilan Ben Zion and Joseph Krauss - Associated Press - Monday, May 10, 2021

JERUSALEM (AP) — Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip !red rockets

toward Jerusalem on Monday, setting o" air raid sirens throughout the

city, after hundreds of Palestinians were hurt in clashes with Israeli

police at a #ashpoint religious site in the contested holy city. 

The early-evening attack drastically escalated what already are

heightened tensions throughout the region following weeks of clashes

between Israeli police and Palestinian protesters in Jerusalem.

5/14/21, 3:10 PM
Page 1 of 10
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Shortly after the sirens sounded, explosions could be heard in Jerusalem.

There were no immediate reports of injuries or damage. The Israeli Army

said there was an initial burst of seven rockets, one was intercepted, and

rocket !re was continuing.

SEE ALSO: More than 300 Palestinians hurt in Jerusalem holy site

clash

Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas‘ military wing, said the rocket attack

was a response to what he called Israeli “crimes and aggression” in

Jerusalem. “This is a message the enemy has to understand well,” he

said.

He threatened more attacks if Israel again invades the sacred Al-Aqsa

compound or carries out evictions of Palestinian families in a

neighborhood of east Jerusalem.

5/14/21, 3:10 PM
Page 2 of 10
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Earlier, Israeli police !ring tear gas, stun grenades and rubber bullets

clashed with stone-throwing Palestinians at the iconic compound. 

More than a dozen tear gas canisters and stun grenades landed in the

Al-Aqsa Mosque, one of Islam’s holiest sites, as police and protesters

faced o" inside the walled compound that surrounds it, said an

Associated Press photographer at the scene. Smoke rose in front of the

mosque and the iconic golden-domed shrine on the site, and rocks

littered the nearby plaza. Inside one area of the compound, shoes and

debris lay scattered over ornate carpets.

In an apparent attempt to avoid further confrontation, Israeli authorities

changed the planned route of a march by ultranationalist Jews through

the Muslim Quarter of the Old City. The marchers were ordered to avoid

READ MORE

Top Articles

White House says fee hike would ‘violate’ Biden’s

principles on infrastructure plan

5/14/21, 3:10 PM
Page 3 of 10
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the area and sent on a di"erent route circumventing the Muslim Quarter

on their way to the Western Wall, the holiest site where Jews can pray.

But tensions remained high.

More than 305 Palestinians were hurt, including 228 who went to

hospitals and clinics for treatment, according to the Palestinian Red

Crescent. Seven of the injured were in serious condition. Police said 21

o$cers were hurt, including three who were hospitalized. Israeli

paramedics said seven Israeli civilians were also hurt. 

The confrontation was the latest after weeks of mounting tensions

between Palestinians and Israeli troops in the Old City of Jerusalem, the

emotional center of their con#ict. There have been almost nightly

clashes during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, already a time of

heightened religious sensitivities. 

Most recently, the tensions have been fueled by the planned eviction of

dozens of Palestinians from the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of east

Jerusalem where Israeli settlers have waged a lengthy legal battle to take

over properties. Monday was expected to be particularly tense since

Israelis mark it as Jerusalem Day to celebrate their capture of east

Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war.

On Monday, two anti-Arab members of Israel‘s parliament, surrounded

by an entourage and police, pushed through a line of protesters in the

Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood. Several Arab members of parliament were

among those trying to stop Betzalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben Gvir, amid

5/14/21, 3:10 PM
Page 4 of 10
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shouting and jostling. Smotrich and Ben Gvir eventually got to the other

side of a police barricade and entered a house already inhabited by

settlers.

Over the past few days, hundreds of Palestinians and several dozen

police o$cers have been hurt in clashes in and around the Old City,

including the sacred compound, which is known to Jews as the Temple

Mount and to Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary. The compound which has

been the trigger for rounds of Israel-Palestinian violence in the past, is

Islam’s third-holiest site and considered Judaism’s holiest.

An AP photographer at the scene said that early Monday morning,

protesters had barricaded gates to the walled compound with wooden

boards and scrap metal. Sometime after 7. a.m., clashes erupted, with

those inside throwing stones at police deployed outside. Police entered

the compound, !ring tear gas, rubber-coated steel pellets and stun

grenades.

At some point during the morning about 400 people, both young

protesters and older worshippers, were inside the carpeted Al-Aqsa

Mosque. Police !red tear gas and stun grenades into the mosque.

Police said protesters hurled stones at o$cers and onto an adjoining

roadway near the Western Wall, where thousands of Israeli Jews had

gathered to pray.

The tensions in Jerusalem have threatened to reverberate throughout

the region.

5/14/21, 3:10 PM
Page 5 of 10
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Before Monday’s rocket attack on Jerusalem, some 100 kilometers (60

miles) north of Gaza, Palestinian militants had !red several barrages of

rockets into southern Israel. Protesters allied with the ruling Hamas

militant group have launched dozens of incendiary balloons into Israel,

setting o" !res across the southern part of the country.

The rare strike on Jerusalem came moments after Hamas had set a

deadline for Israel to remove its forces from the mosque compound and

Sheikh Jarrah and release Palestinians detained in the latest clashes. 

Hamas, an Islamic militant group that seeks Israel‘s destruction, has

fought three wars with Israel since it seized power in Gaza in 2007. The

group possesses a vast arsenal of missiles and rockets capable of

striking virtually anywhere in Israel.

The rocket strike on Jerusalem was a signi!cant escalation and raised the

likelihood of a tough Israeli response.

After several days of Jerusalem confrontations, Israel has come under

growing international criticism for its heavy-handed actions at the site,

particularly during Ramadan.

The U.N. Security Council scheduled closed consultations on the

situation Monday. 

Late Sunday, the U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan spoke to his

Israeli counterpart, Meir Ben-Shabbat. A White House statement said

that Sullivan called on Israel to “pursue appropriate measures to ensure

5/14/21, 3:10 PM
Page 6 of 10
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calm” and expressed the U.S.’s “serious concerns” about the ongoing

violence and planned evictions.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pushed back against the criticism

Monday, saying Israel is determined to ensure the rights of worship for

all and that this “requires from time to time stand up and stand strong as

Israeli police and our security forces are doing now.” 

In other violence, Palestinian protesters hurled rocks at an Israeli vehicle

driving just outside the Old City walls. CCTV footage released by the

police showed a crowd surrounding the car and pelting it with rocks

when it swerved o" the road and into a stone barrier and a bystander.

Police said two passengers were injured.

The day began with police announcing that Jews would be barred from

visiting the holy site on Jerusalem Day, which is marked with a #ag-

waving parade through the Old City that is widely perceived by

Palestinians as a provocative display in the contested city. 

But just as the parade was about to begin, police said they were altering

the route at the instruction of political leaders. Several thousand people,

many of them from Jewish settlements in the West Bank, were

participating.

In the 1967 war in which Israel captured east Jerusalem, it also took the

West Bank and Gaza Strip. It later annexed east Jerusalem and considers

the entire city its capital. The Palestinians seek all three areas for a future

state, with east Jerusalem as their capital.

5/14/21, 3:10 PM
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The recent round of violence began when Israel blocked o" a popular

spot where Muslims traditionally gather each night during Ramadan at

the end of their daylong fast. Israel later removed the restrictions, but

clashes quickly resumed amid tensions over the planned eviction of

Palestinians from Sheikh Jarrah.

Israel‘s Supreme Court postponed a key ruling Monday that could have

forced dozens of Palestinians from their homes, citing the

“circumstances.”
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