
 

July 20, 2023 

Constitution Committee approves 

reasonableness standard bill for second and 

third readings 

 
 

Following a lengthy debate, and after voting down thousands of reservations, the Constitution, 

Law and Justice Committee, chaired by MK Simcha Rothman (Religious Zionism), voted late 

Wednesday night to approve for second and third readings the proposed amendment to Basic 

Law: The Judiciary (Amendment No. 5) (Reasonableness Standard). In the vote, nine MKs 

supported the bill and seven voted against. 

  



A commotion ensued during the voting, as members of the opposition shouted and MK Gilad 

Kariv (Labor) raised pictures of the International Criminal Court in The Hague and accused 

Committee Chair MK Rothman of forsaking the IDF soldiers. Due to the commotion, Committee 

Chair MK Rothman conducted a roll-call vote in addition to the regular vote, and in the course of 

the vote opposition members made comments such as “shame," “ruin of democracy" and more. 

  

The version of the bill approved in the vote proposes to add to section 15 of Basic Law: The 

Judiciary the following wording: “In spite of what is stated in this basic law, those holding 

judicial power by law, including the Supreme Court sitting as the High Court of Justice, shall not 

hear [a case] nor issue an order against the Government, the Prime Minister or a Government 

minister, on the reasonableness of their decision; in this section, 'decision' means any decision, 

including on appointments, or a decision to refrain from exercising authority." The following 

words were deleted from the [previously proposed] text: “or another elected official, as 

determined by law." 

  

MK Yulia Malinovsky (Yisrael Beitenu) said during the debate: “The bill that is on the table is a 

bad bill that undermines the basic rights of Israel's citizens, and could also harm their security. 

It's not too late to open up the wording in the renewed debate, because the current wording 

neutralizes the justice system completely and doesn't give Israel's citizens any tools to confront 

the coercion of politicians." 

  

MK Yoav Segalovitz (Yesh Atid): “Amending a basic law is a serious thing, and this procedure 

was not serious. Some of the people don't understand what's at issue. I am saying once again, use 

of force leads to more force." 

  

MK Zeev Elkin (National Unity Party): “This date on the Hebrew calendar will be a sad day for 

those who believe in the need for a judicial reform, because you are burying for many years the 

chance of a good and genuine reform." MK Elkin thanked the committee staff and legal team, 

and extended special thanks to the Knesset legal advisor, although, as he put it, he was not 

always satisfied by her decisions. Committee Chair MK Rothman joined the thanks. 

  

Committee Chair MK Rothman said: “I strongly hope that the behavior that was exhibited here 

during the voting will not become a habit in the Knesset, and that we will know how to manage 

our differences of opinion without breaking the rules of the game. 

  

“I accepted, almost across the board, every request regarding the votes, even if I thought it was 

excessive and accommodated you too much, given the severe interruptions of the opposition 

members and the attempts to disrupt a democratic vote. There was appalling behavior here by the 

opposition members, who humiliated and shouted at Knesset workers," said MK Rothman. 
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