BASIC LAW: FREEDOM OF OCCUPATION (5754 - 1994)
(Unofficial translation by Dr. Susan Hattis Rolef)

Basic principles

1.

The basic human rights in Israel are based on the recognition
of the value of the human being, the sanctity of his life, and
his being free, and they shall be upheld in the spirit of the
principles in the declaration of the establishment of the State
of Israel.

Purpose

2.

The purpose of this Basic Law is to protect the freedom of
occupation, in order to establish in a Basic law the values of
the State of Israel as a Jewish and Democratic state.

Freedom of occupation

3.

Every citizen and inhabitant of the State is entitled to engage
in any occupation, profession or trade.

Violation of the
freedom of occupation

4.

The freedom of occupation is not to be violated, save by a law
that corresponds to the values of the State of Israel, which
serves an appropriate purpose, and to an extent that does not
exceed what is required, or on the basis of a law, as
aforementioned, by force of an explicit authorization therein.

Application

5.

Every one of the government authorities is obliged to uphold
the freedom of occupation of every citizen or inhabitant.

Stability

6.

Emergency regulations do not have the power to change this
Basic Law, to temporarily suspend its validity, or to subject it
to conditions.

Entrenchment

7.

This Basic Law is not to be changed save by a Basic Law that
was adopted by a majority of the Knesset Members.

The validity of a
divergent law
(Amendment No. 2)

8

(a)

A provision of the law that violates the freedom of
occupation, shall be valid even though it does not
correspond with article 4, if it was included in a law
that was adopted with a majority of the Knesset
Members, and explicitly states that it is valid despite

what is stated in this Basic Law. The validity of a law,
as stated, shall expire at the end of four years from its
inception, unless an earlier date was prescribed in it.

(b)

The provision regarding the expiration of validity, as
stated in clause (a), shall not apply to a law adopted
before the end of a year from the inception date of this
Basic Law.

Cancellation

9.

Basic Law: Freedom of Occupation (7552 - 1992) - is
cancelled.

Temporary provision
(Amendments Nos. 1 &
2)

10.

Legislative provisions, which without this Basic Law, or the
Basic Law that was cancelled as stated in article 9, were valid
on the eve of the inception of this Basic Law, shall remain in
force until the 1st of Nisan 5762 (March 14, 2002), unless they
were cancelled beforehand, but the interpretation of the said
provisions shall be done in the spirit of this Basic
Law.

Amendment of Basic
Law: Human Dignity
and Liberty

11.

[Was integrated into Basic law: Human dignity and Liberty]

