
© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71

Iran Update Special Report: US
and Israeli Strikes, February
28, 2026

Annika Ganzeveld, Nicholas Carl

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 08:00 AM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and the Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute will publish multiple updates over the next 24 hours to provide analysis about the ongoing
strikes on Iran. We will continue to produce Iran Update special reports until the strikes conclude. We will
cover Iranian and Axis of Resistance responses to the strikes that threaten US forces and interests.

Key Takeaways
The United States and Israel have launched a strike campaign into Iran in order to topple the1.
Islamic Republic, among other objectives. US President Donald Trump announced the launch of
combat operations in a video statement and called on the Iranian people to rise up against their
regime.
Israel has launched decapitation strikes against Iranian leaders. Israeli officials told Axios that Israel2.
is targeting the “entire Iranian leadership,” including current and former officials. Israel conducted
numerous airstrikes targeting Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, according to Israeli and US officials
speaking to Axios. Khamenei’s condition remains unclear at the time of this writing. Israeli officials
assess that the IDF killed Defense Council Secretary Ali Shamkhani, Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) Commander Major General Mohammad Pakpour, Defense Minister Brigadier General
Aziz Nasir Zadeh, and the Iranian “intelligence chief.”
Israel and the United States have also attacked Iranian military targets. Some of these attacks are3.
probably meant to disrupt Iran’s ability to immediately retaliate. The IDF announced that it has
targeted “hundreds of military targets,” including missile launchers, in western Iran. The IDF
previously attacked Iranian missile launchers at the outset of the June 2025 Israel-Iran war to
disrupt Iran’s ability to retaliate.
There are unconfirmed reports of strikes on Iranian naval assets. An Israeli OSINT account reported4.
strikes on the IRGC Navy frigate Jamaran. There are also unverified reports of strikes on the IRGC
Navy Imam Ali Navy Base in Chabahar, Sistan and Balochistan Province.
Iran has responded immediately to the US and Israeli strikes. Iran has launched multiple barrages5.
at Israel in recent hours. An Israeli media correspondent reported that Iran had launched around 35
missiles at Israel as of 5:42 AM ET. Iran has also attacked numerous US bases across the region.
Iran has attacked US bases in Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Jordan, and Saudi
Arabia.
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Toplines
This update is the first of multiple Iran Updates that ISW-CTP will publish over the next 24
hours. The US and Israeli strikes are a rapidly evolving situation, and no single individual or
organization will have complete information at this time, including the states involved. Some
of the information that is available in the open-source will be contradictory or inaccurate. ISW-CTP will
continually refine its assessments over the coming days and weeks as we work to understand the
situation. ISW-CTP will issue corrections and clearly articulate when we refine an earlier understanding of
events.

Many sources will misinterpret information in the coming hours. Social media users posted footage that
showed dozens of bright streaks in the sky during the October 2024 Iranian ballistic missile attack on
Israel and claimed that all of the streaks were ballistic missiles, for example. It later emerged that some
of the streaks were ballistic missile interceptors, not missiles.

ISW-CTP will only publish high-confidence information. Our maps and the update below include
information such as air defense activity, reported explosions with and without footage, and reported and
confirmed airstrikes. Some users online may misinterpret anti-aircraft fire as evidence of an airstrike.
Some air defense systems have long ranges that make it difficult to assess if the air defense fire’s point
of origin is the actual target or if the air defense system is protecting a more distant site. Likewise, the
sound of explosions may not denote an airstrike because some sources may misinterpret the sound of
missile launches or other kinetic activity.

The United States and Israel have launched a strike campaign into Iran in order to topple the
Islamic Republic, among other objectives. US President Donald Trump announced the launch of
combat operations in a video statement and called on the Iranian people to rise up against their regime.
Trump separately said that his main concern is the freedom of the Iranian people. The stated US
objectives are to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, “raze” the Iranian missile program to the
ground,” “annihilate” Iranian naval forces, and prevent the Axis of Resistance from harming US forces in
the Middle East.[1] The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) has similarly stated that it seeks to “remove
existential threats” to Israel, including the Iranian nuclear and missile programs and Axis of
Resistance.[2]

Israel has launched decapitation strikes against Iranian leaders. Israeli officials told Axios that
Israel is targeting the “entire Iranian leadership,” including current and former officials.[3] Israel
conducted numerous airstrikes targeting Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, according to Israeli and US
officials speaking to Axios.[4] The New York Times published satellite imagery of several destroyed
buildings in Khamenei’s compound in Tehran.[5] Khamenei’s condition remains unclear at the time of this
writing. A senior official told Israeli media that Israel assesses that the IDF killed Khamenei but is still
waiting for “final confirmation.”[6] A source “with knowledge of the matter” told Reuters that Khamenei
was not in Tehran at the time of the strikes and had moved to a secure location, however.[7]

Israel has also targeted senior regime officials close to Khamenei. Israeli officials assess that the IDF
killed Defense Council Secretary Ali Shamkhani, Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Commander
Major General Mohammad Pakpour, Defense Minister Brigadier General Aziz Nasir Zadeh, and the Iranian
“intelligence chief.”[8] The “intelligence chief” likely refers to either Intelligence and Security Minister
Esmail Khatib or IRGC Intelligence Organization Chief Brigadier General Majid Khademi. Pakpour replaced
former IRGC Commander Major General Hossein Salami, and Khademi replaced former IRGC Intelligence
Organization Chief Brigadier General Mohammad Kazemi after Israel killed Salami and Kazemi in the June
2025 Israel-Iran War.[9] Israel has also reportedly targeted President Masoud Pezeshkian and former
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President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, although the condition of these officials remains unclear.[10]

Israel and the United States have also attacked Iranian military targets. Some of these
attacks are probably meant to disrupt Iran’s ability to immediately retaliate. The IDF
announced that it has targeted “hundreds of military targets,” including missile launchers, in western
Iran.[11] The IDF previously attacked Iranian missile launchers at the outset of the June 2025 Israel-Iran
war to disrupt Iran’s ability to retaliate.[12] Israel destroyed at least one-third of Iran’s ballistic missile
launchers during the Israel-Iran war, according to the IDF.[13] Israel also destroyed at least 35 percent of
Iran’s ballistic missile stockpile during the June war, but Iran has reportedly reconstituted its stockpile in
recent months.[14]

There are unconfirmed reports of strikes on Iranian naval assets. An Israeli OSINT account reported
strikes on the IRGC Navy frigate Jamaran.[15] The Jamaran previously operated in the Red Sea during at
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least parts of the Houthis’ attack campaign against international shipping during the October 7 war.[16]
US Central Command (CENTCOM) noted in June 2024 that the Jamaran failed to respond to a distress call
issued by a commercial vessel attacked by the Houthis despite being several nautical miles from the
vessel.[17] There are also unverified reports of strikes on the IRGC Navy Imam Ali Navy Base in
Chabahar, Sistan and Balochistan Province.[18]

The Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) announced airstrikes in Jurf al Sakhr, which is an
Iranian-backed Kataib Hezbollah stronghold. The PMF announced that airstrikes killed two PMF
members in al Mayadin and injured three PMF members in Sanidij.[19] An unspecified security source
told Iraqi media that Israel targeted the Kataib Hezbollah headquarters in Jurf al Sakhr.[20] The United
States previously attacked the 46th and 47th PMF brigades, which are controlled by Kataib Hezbollah, in
Jurf al Sakhr in January 2024.[21] Jurf al Sakhr is a previously Sunni town south of Baghdad that Iranian-
backed Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbollah occupied after committing acts of sectarian cleansing against the

https://understandingwar.org/map/us-and-israeli-strikes-in-iran-february-28-2026-at-800-am-et/
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previous residents.[22]

Iran has responded immediately to the US and Israeli strikes. Iran has launched multiple barrages
at Israel in recent hours. An Israeli media correspondent reported that Iran had launched around 35
missiles at Israel as of 5:42 AM ET.[23] Iran has reportedly launched Emad and Ghadr missiles at
Israel.[24] Iran has used Emad and Ghadr missiles to attack Israel during previous conflicts, including in
June 2025.[25] A ballistic missile expert also reported that Iran may have used Kheybar Shekan or
Fatah-1 missiles to attack Israel in the current conflict.[26] An OSINT account based in Bahrain claimed
that Iran has launched between two to four missiles per barrage.[27] Iran previously struggled to
coordinate large-scale missile barrages during the Israel-Iran war and may again be struggling due to the
disruption imposed by US and Israeli strikes.

Iran has also attacked numerous US bases across the region. Iran has attacked US bases in
Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia.[28] Khatam ol Anbia Central
Headquarters Commander Major General Ali Abdollahi Ali Abadi confirmed that Iranian forces have
conducted missile strikes against Israel and US bases in the region and stated that Iran will continue to
retaliate until the United States and Israel are “definitively defeated,” signaling the Iranian intention to
sustain military action rather than conduct a limited retaliatory strike.[29] IRGC-affiliated media claimed
that Iran has targeted 14 US bases thus far.[30]

https://understandingwar.org/map/strikes-in-southern-iraq-february-28-2026-as-of-800-am-et/
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The following map shows US positions in the Middle East. This map does NOT reflect the US bases that
Iran has attacked.

Endnotes

[1] https://x.com/realDonaldTrump/status/2027651077865157033

[2] https://x.com/idfonline/status/2027671053477056848

https://understandingwar.org/map/significant-us-bases-in-the-middle-east-february-28-2026/


© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71

[3] https://www.axios.com/2026/02/28/iran-attack-supreme-leader-ali-khamenei

[4] https://www.axios.com/2026/02/28/iran-attack-supreme-leader-ali-khamenei

[5] https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/28/world/iran-israel-trump-attack-photos.html

[6] https://www.mako.co dot il/news-
world/2026_q1/liveblog-5376aedeaf0ac91027.htm?utm_source=copy_link&utm_medium=share&utm_ca
mpaign=n12_article#e587c544c64ac910VgnVCM200000650a10acRCRD

[7] https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/israel-us-launch-strikes-iran-2026-02-28/

[8] https://x.com/AmitSegal/status/2027688836386496640 ;
https://x.com/manniefabian/status/2027707837602816054

[9]
https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-special-report-june-19-2025-evening-editi
on/

[10] https://www.axios.com/2026/02/28/iran-attack-supreme-leader-ali-khamenei

[11] https://x.com/idfonline/status/2027709393970614557

[12]
https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-special-edition-israeli-strikes-on-iran-june-
13-2025/

[13]
https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-special-report-june-16-2025-evening-editi
on/

[14] https://t.me/moriahdoron/23179 ;
https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-december-22-2025/

[15] https://x.com/hey_itsmyturn/status/2027695271447032277

[16]
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Article/3808503/june-15-us-central
-command-update-on-mv-verbena/

[17]
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Article/3808503/june-15-us-central
-command-update-on-mv-verbena/

[18] https://t.me/jda_jonbesh/6232

[19]
https://www.shafaq.com/ar/%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%80%D9%86/%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%85-%D
8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-%D8%AD%D8%AF-
%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B4%D8%AF-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%81-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AE%D8%B1



© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71

[20] https://www.shafaq dot
com/ar/%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%80%D9%86/%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%85-
%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-%D8%AD%D8%AF-
%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B4%D8%AF-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%81-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AE%D8%B1

[21] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-january-24-2024/

[22] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-april-1-2025/

[23] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/2027695933790515397

[24] https://x.com/AryJeay/status/2027699095834382764

[25]
https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-special-report-june-15-2025-morning-editi
on/

[26] https://x.com/fab_hinz/status/2027707055214059755

[27] https://x.com/MarioLeb79/status/2027703976582369581

[28] https://defapress dot ir/fa/news/815433 ;
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/israel-us-launch-strikes-iran-2026-02-28/ ;
https://x.com/IranIntl/status/2027766529282953306 ;
https://x.com/ariel_oseran/status/2027713925173629296

[29] https://defapress dot ir/fa/news/815436

[30] https://www.tasnimnews dot ir/fa/news/1404/12/09/3527860


