
No. 6

The House met at 11.30 am.

Prayers

1	 Speaker’s Statements: (1) Election of the Chair of the Northern Ireland Affairs Committee 

(2) Private Members Bill ballot

2	 Questions to (1) the Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology

(2) the Prime Minister

3	 Statement: Illegal immigration (Secretary James Cleverly)

4	 Deputy Speaker’s Statement: Election of the Chair of the Backbench Business Committee

The Deputy Speaker announced that Ian Mearns had been elected as Chair of the 
Backbench Business Committee (Standing Order No. 122D).

5	 King's Speech (Motion for an Address) (last day)

Debate resumed (Order, 14 November).

Question again proposed, That an humble Address be presented to His Majesty, as 
follows:

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in Parliament assembled, beg leave to offer 
our humble thanks to Your Majesty for the Gracious Speech which Your Majesty has 
addressed to both Houses of Parliament.

Subject: Reducing serious violence and violence against women and girls, and raising 
confidence in policing and the criminal justice system

Amendment proposed, at the end of the Question, to add ‘and submit to Your Majesty 
that this House wishes to see an end to the violence in Israel and Palestine; unequivocally 
condemn the horrific terrorist attack and murder of civilians by Hamas, call for the 
immediate release of all hostages and reaffirm Israel’s right to defend its citizens from 
terrorism; believe all human life is equal and that there has been too much suffering, 
including far too many deaths of innocent civilians and children, over the past month in 
Gaza; reaffirm the UK’s commitment to the rules-based international order, international 
humanitarian law and the jurisdiction of the ICC to address the conduct of all parties in 
Gaza and Hamas’s attacks in Israel; call on Israel to protect hospitals and lift the siege 
conditions allowing food, water, electricity, medicine and fuel into Gaza; request the 
Government continue to work with the international community to prevent a wider 
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escalation of the conflict in the region, guarantee that people in Gaza who are forced to 
flee during this conflict can return to their homes and seek an end to the expansion of 
illegal settlements and settler violence in the West Bank; and, while acknowledging the 
daily humanitarian pauses to allow in aid and the movement of civilians, believe they 
must be longer to deliver humanitarian assistance on a scale that begins to meet the 
desperate needs of the people of Gaza, which is a necessary step to an enduring cessation 
of fighting as soon as possible and a credible, diplomatic and political process to deliver 
the lasting peace of a two-state solution.’.—(Yvette Cooper.)

The Deputy Speaker announced a time limit on backbench speeches (Standing Order No. 
47(1)). 

Question put, That the Amendment be made.

The House divided.

Division No. 2

Ayes: 183 (Tellers: Mary Glindon, Samantha Dixon) 

Noes: 290 (Tellers: Robert Largan, Mike Wood) 

Question accordingly negatived.

Another Amendment proposed, at the end of the Question, to add ‘but respectfully 
regret that the Gracious Speech fails to include measures that would require the 
Government to uphold international law and protect all civilians in Israel and Palestine; 
unequivocally condemn the horrific killings by Hamas and the taking of hostages; 
reaffirm that there must be an end to the collective punishment of the Palestinian 
people; call for the urgent release of all hostages and an end to the siege of Gaza to 
allow vital supplies of food, fuel, medicine and water to reach the civilian population; 
note the growing calls for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire from the United Nations 
and its aid agencies; and therefore call on the Government to join with the international 
community in urgently pressing all parties to agree to an immediate ceasefire.’.—
(Stephen Flynn.)

Question put, That the Amendment be made.

The House divided.

Division No. 3

Ayes: 125 (Tellers: Kirsty Blackman, Gavin Newlands) 

Noes: 293 (Tellers: Robert Largan, Mike Wood) 

Question accordingly negatived.

Another Amendment proposed, at the end of the Question, to add ‘but respectfully 
regret that the Gracious Speech does not include measures to tackle the cost of living 
crisis, address food price inflation, reach net zero or support households with mortgage 
payments and energy bills, fails to establish an industrial strategy to facilitate economic 
certainty and boost growth, does not include measures to address the crises in the NHS 
and social care, does not include provision for 40 new hospitals, fails to include a two 
month cancer treatment guarantee or commitment to improve ambulance, dentist 
and GP waiting times, fails to introduce measures to stop the pumping of sewage into 
waterways or introduce a new tougher water regulator to hold water companies to 
account, provides no extra support to farmers transitioning to nature-friendly farming, 
neglects backlogs in the overwhelmed asylum and court systems, fails to restore 
community policing to protect neighbourhoods, fails to tackle the education attainment 
gap which has grown since the pandemic or issues including crumbling schools, mental 
health support, improving teacher recruitment, retention, and SEND provision, fails 
to include steps to fix the UK’s broken relationship with Europe, which is harming 




