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Introduction 
Jihad on Campus 
Dr. Dan Diker 

�e Hamas atrocities of October 7, 2023 � rape, torture, mass murder, and kidnapping 
of some 1,300 infants, children, teens, women, men, and elderly in southern Israel, 
were greeted by a disconcerting display of public support across U.S cities and 
university campuses. Revelations of savagery by both Hamas terrorists and Gazan 
civilians were recorded on bodycams and cell phones in real time. Hamas �ghters 
broadcasted atrocities live on social media. 

Unlike past international atrocities, such as the genocidal massacres in Nazi Germany 
and occupied Europe and, in later years in Rwanda, Srebrenica, and Kosovo, which were 
met with international outrage and condemnation, the Hamas atrocities were greeted 
with approval and even excitement on some Western campuses and in some cities. 

�is convergence of Hamas� barbaric acts of torture and murder and the sharp rise 
of genocidal antisemitism on American university campuses underscore the urgency 
of this compendium, Jihad on Campus, Unmasked: How Hamas-linked Students for 
Justice in Palestine (SJP) Hijacked U.S. Universities. SJP is the most signi�cant �pro-
Palestinian� network on North American university campuses. 

SJP has platformed Hamas and other Palestinian terror groups, including Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, since SJP�s founding 
in the early 1990s. 

�e establishment of National SJP in 2010, a nationwide network of SJP-a�liated 
groups, centralized and strengthened the group�s organized activity and protest culture 
on more than 200 universities across North America. 

SJP�s unabashed, outspoken demonstrations of support on campus for Palestinian 
terror groups has transformed America�s �nest universities into hothouses of radicalism 
and extremism. At a rally at Cornell University organized by SJP, a professor said that 
Hamas�s acts �exhilarated� and �excited� him. SJP chapters posted pictures and graphics 
on social media of invading Hamas paragliders, celebrating its deadly assault on young 
Israeli partygoers on the Simchat Torah holiday weekend. Hours a�er the massacre, 
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George Washington University SJP issued a statement justifying the mass murder 
re�ecting the student group�s ever-increasing radicalization. 

In 2018, NYC Students for Justice in Palestine was rebranded as the extremist, �Within 
Our Lifetime� (WOL) organization.  

WOL�s student leader, Nerdeen Kiswani, was recorded at a protest in 2021 declaring, 
�We want all of it� - meaning all of �Palestine� from the river to the sea �as exclusively 
Arab and Muslim. Kiswani�s statement paralleled the Hamas 1988 charter, which 
calls explicitly for the murder of Jews and the establishment of an Islamic trust over 
geographical Palestine, from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea re�ecting the 
incantation heard at SJP protests.

In 2021, WOL launched a campaign to �Globalize the Intifada� which, �comes from 
the urgent need to defend our lands, resist our oppressors, and break free from the 
genocidal grip of U.S. imperialism and Zionism.�

�e October 7, 2023, Hamas massacre in Israel energized this genocidal libel that has 
metastasized across U.S. university campuses. Days a�er the atrocities, SJP hosted a 
�National Day of Resistance� throughout the United States. Protest leaders declared: 
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�Gaza broke out of prison� and breach(ed) the illegitimate border fence back into �48 
Palestine.�

�e Columbia University �Social Workers 4 Palestine� referred to the Hamas 
massacre as a �countero�ensive.. and the centrality of revolutionary violence to anti-
imperialism.� �is was a searing statement by social workers, mandated to help trauma 
victims such as the orphans, widows, widowers, friends, and rape victims of Hamas. 

SJP�s jihadi narrative has whitewashed terrorism and mass murder, transforming 
the students� organization into a conduit for pro-jihadi activism while academically 
intellectualizing massacres of civilians. 

�is is why Jihad on Campus, Unmasked provides a crucial assessment of this ominous 
student organization and dangerous university phenomenon that have legitimized, 
energized, and encouraged Palestinian jihadi terrorist organizations both in the Middle 
East and the West. 

Context is critical. �e book reveals SJP�s historical, ideological, and social 
development. It illustrates how SJP helped pioneer the genocidal antisemitic narrative 
that has taken hold on university campuses. 

�e study�s broad assessment of SJP also reveals how this student organization helped 
pave a pathway to Hamas� October 7, 2023 massacre by establishing an environment of 
campus legitimacy for Palestinian disinformation and terrorism. 

In short, SJP�s nationwide aggressive actions, initiatives, and programming have 
signalled to Hamas and other colluding terror organizations that they could carry out 
the mass murder of Israelis with limited repercussions in the West.

A November 2023 poll revealed that 35 percent of Americans blamed Israel for the 
current war with Hamas and expressed doubts over Hamas� rape of Israeli women. 
�e poll also re�ected the West�s uncritical acceptance of Gaza casualty numbers as 
provided by the Hamas-controlled Gaza Ministry of Health.

While several U.S. universities, including Brandeis and Columbia, have shuttered their 
SJP branches, its ideology, growing membership, freedom of action, and in�uence on 
university campuses require scrutiny and moral clarity. 

In this regard, the Jihad on Campus, Unmasked compendium of articles, including 
critical assessments by Arab authors who are intimately familiar with the political 
culture and anthropology of Islamist Jihadi organizations, provides critical context for 
the Western reader whom Hamas and other Palestinian terror groups have targeted 
with disinformation and propaganda campaigns. 
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Moreover, this policy compendium reveals the signi�cant challenges SJP poses to 
university presidents, several of whom admitted in December 5th, 2023 congressional 
testimony their inability to de�ne, prohibit, or condemn genocidal declarations against 
Jews on campus as �harassment� in violation of their respective university�s code of 
conduct. 

Jihad on Campus, Unmasked also tests senior administrators, faculty, and student 
leaders in weighing the acceptability of student organizational support for genocidal 
Islamic, Palestinian, and other terror organizations on North American universities, 
some of which are dependent on funding from foreign countries.
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The Vanguard of Hamas 
Information Warfare on 
Campus 
By Irina Tsukerman 

While Students for Justice in Palestine, a non-pro�t organization with branches on 
campuses across the United States, has become a  �ashpoint for debating free speech, 
academic freedom, and antisemitism a�er the October 7, 2023, Hamas attack on 
Israel, their role is likely far more sinister than other anti-Israel organizations pushing 
propaganda narratives onto impressionable college students. An interview with 
Adela Cojab Moadeb, a law student, former campus activist, and the complainant in 
a Department of Education action pushing for equal protections for Jewish students 
at NYU in 2019, reveals that SJP may be an active facilitator of Hamas� strategy. Any 
possible coordination between SJP and Hamas in facilitating information operations, 
recruiting followers, and antagonizing Jewish and pro-Israel students on campus 
should be scrutinized by the newly launched C ongressional probe into charities linked 
to terrorist organizations in Gaza. 

SJP�s logo, Columbia chapter



8

According to Cojab, SJP was ready with relevant material for dissemination 
immediately a�er October 7, which was only possible for a student organization with 
some advance warning. In other words, from the level of action readiness by SJP 
campus groups, SJP chapters were made ready for a rapid propaganda response to 
any anticipated Hamas action. If any of the SJP chapters or the national center had an 
advance warning of an impending attack and had agreed to facilitate the consequent 
information campaign, they could be considered accessories a�er the fact or co-
conspirators in planning the attack. �is means that the organization and any of its 
constituent members who were privy to that information and took any part in relevant, 
coordinated activities could be subject to a criminal investigation. According to Cojab, 
SJP follows a sophisticated procedure for recruiting fellow travelers from faculty by 
engaging in prep work and informal outreach throughout the fall semesters at the 
universities where these chapters are active and when student organization is otherwise 
dormant and not actively involved in the event space. By the time the spring semester 
arrives, SJP activity is in full swing; the professors are fully engaged and supportive of 
the cause, attending events, signing petitions and letters, and otherwise propagating 
SJP perspectives.  

SJP, Cojab contends, should be recognized as closely a�liated with the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which is believed by many to be a grassroots revolutionary movement 
engaged in Muslim advocacy. In contrast to its reputation of being democratic, 
progressive, and revolutionary, the Muslim Brotherhood � the source from which 
Hamas and most jihadist groups emerged � is a tribal/familial, rigidly hierarchical, 
and tightly controlled movement that began in Egypt under the ideological in�uence 
of the Bolsheviks and Nazis. �e Brotherhood is engaged in a political form of Islam 
and views outsiders with suspicion even when they share its ideology and views.  �e 
Muslim Brotherhood, which has migrated from Egypt to Turkey and Europe following 
the countercoup by now-President Al Sissi, has been generously f unded by Qatar, 
which also reported supporting Hamas and other terrorist organizations. SJP�s sister 
organization, American Muslims for Palestine, shares a co-founder, Hatem Bazian, 
a lecturer at the University of California at Berkeley and recipient of donations from 
the A FR Foundation. According to the Middle East Forum, this foundation appears to 
serve as an umbrella for approximately 50 private Islamist grant-making foundations. 

Moreover, at least one of these organizations, the M uslim American Youth Association, 
has, a ccording to the FBI, �played pivotal roles in building [the Palestinian terrorist 
group] Hamas�s infrastructure in the United States.� �e donation to American 
Muslims for Palestine (AMP) may seem negligible. Still, under federal law, non-pro�ts 
in the United States are not required to disclose all their funding sources, even those 
from abroad (although several states require greater transparency). �e �nancial 
trail from Hamas-linked and other Islamist entities to SJP and its network could be 
substantially greater than is currently known. Before creating AMP and SJP, Bazian was 
a fundraiser for KindHearts. �is pro-Palestinian charity had its assets frozen by the 
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federal government for �support for terrorism behind the façade of charitable giving,� 
speci�cally for allegedly providing aid to the terrorist organization Hamas,� a ccording 
to In�uenceWatch. KindHearts denied these allegations, but the pattern of links 
between Bazian and Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad-linked entities has already 
been explored extensively by the Jerusalem Center for Public A�airs.

�e vocal support for �terrorist groups� led to a Florida state government directive 
to s hut down all SJP chapters at the universities across the state. SJP likewise retains 
strong ties to Qatar; for instance, it has a b ranch at the Georgetown campus in Doha. 
Is Doha one of its �nanciers? A National Associations of Academics Study found that 
Qatar donated approximately $4.7 billion to universities between 2001 (right a�er 9/11) 
and 2021; most of the donations came from the Qatar Foundation International, which 
is linked directly to the ruling Al-�ani family. Much of the funding went towards 
opening the chapters of the various universities in Doha, such as Georgetown and 
Northwestern, Carnegie Mellon, and others; additionally, some of the funding went 
towards opening schools of journalism and schools of government. Northwestern 
signed a cooperation agreement with Al Jazeera, a Qatar state-controlled media 
conglomerate the Trump Administration�s Department of Justice ruled should be 
designated as a foreign agent. Al Jazeera�s coverage of the Israel-Hamas war has been so 
biased and distorted that Secretary Anthony Blinken r equested Emir Tamim to �tone it 
down.� 

One of the most famous graduates of Qatar�s School of Journalism is Karen Attiah, 
the Washington Post op-ed editor who drew controversy for the a rrangement between 
the QFI and then-columnist Jamal Khashoggi. QFI provided Khashoggi with source 
material for his articles, which he largely copy-pasted into his column, which was 
translated and edited by Attiah. Khashoggi was likewise a�liated with the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Many of these unaccountable donations went toward Middle East Studies 
departments in the recipient universities; these departments typically re�ect pro-
Palestinian narratives. According to Cojab, one NYU Middle East Studies department 
propagated narrative, now popularized on Tik-Tok, is that Osama Bin Laden was a 
�freedom �ghter.� 

In November 2023, Columbia University suspended Students for Justice in Palestine 
and Jewish Voice for Peace as o�cial student groups until the end of the Fall semester. 
�e two groups violated university policies on holding campus events and using 
threatening and intimidating rhetoric. Brandeis University and George Washington 
University recently followed suit with SJP.

Because the donations are fungible, they could have gone toward student activity, 
including organizations such as Students for Justice in Palestine.  Quantitative studies, 
such as the recent Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy (ISGAP) 
report, ��e Corruption of the American� mind, found a direct correlation between 
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undisclosed funding between universities known to be receiving funding from Qatar 
and targeted antisemitic campaigns against academic scholars, as well as various other 
antisemitic incidents and antisemitic expressions on campus. While the report has 
not established causal connections, it did show a high degree of correlation between 
undocumented foreign money, Middle Eastern donations to universities, illiberalism, 
and antisemitic activity, including by SJP. In response to these �ndings, the U.S. 
Congress is moving to cut federal funding to universities where antisemitism is 
rampant and to investigate SJP and AMP.  Moreover, some Iranian activists, who echo 
Tehran narratives, have joined with SJP, drawing scrutiny from bloggers and journalists 
as possible u nregistered Iran agents amid m edia and Congressional probes into Iran�s 
i n�uence campaigns.  

Endnotes
1.	 https://thehill.com/homenews/education/4311746-students-justice-palestine-antisemitism-

free-speech-hamas-israel/

2.	 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu13-dyhTn8

3.	 https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/house/hamas-tied-charities-congressional-
investigation-israeli-terror-attacks

4.	 https://www.amazon.com/Qatar-Papers-�nances-Brotherhood-Europe-ebook/dp/
B086DSMKFY

5.	 https://www.causeiq.com/organizations/the-afr-foundation,383123848/

6.	 https://www.guidestar.org/pro�le/35-1789374

7.	 https://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/846.pdf

8.	 https://www.in�uencewatch.org/non-pro�t/national-students-for-justice-in-palestine/

9.	 https://thehill.com/opinion/education/4306667-all-colleges-should-be-banning-students-
for-justice-in-palestine/

10.	 https://sites.google.com/georgetown.edu/guq-sjp

11.	 https://www.axios.com/2023/10/25/tony-blinken-qatar-israel-hamas

12.	 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/jamal-khashoggis-�nal-months-
an-exile-in-the-long-shadow-of-saudi-arabia/2018/12/21/d6fc68c2-0476-11e9-b6a9-
0aa5c2fcc9e4_story.html

13.	 https://www.timeso�srael.com/liveblog_entry/columbia-university-suspends-anti-israel-
groups-sjp-jvp-for-violating-school-policies/

14.	 https://www.israellycool.com/2022/10/07/sjps-alex-shams-accused-of-being-iranian-agent/

15.	 https://www.semafor.com/article/09/25/2023/inside-irans-in�uence-operation

16.	 https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2023/11/princeton-news-adpol-seyed-hossein-
mousavian-congress-iran-connection-eisgruber
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The End of ”the Useful 
Idiots:” The Left, Islam, 
and Palestine 
Hussein Aboubakr Mansour  

In the immediate a�ermath of the October 7, 2023, Hamas terrorist attack, one 
thing stood out to Israelis, world Jewry, and all concerned people: the shockingly 
vibrant support for genocidal antisemitism and ruthless terrorism against Israelis 
at the heart of Western liberalism and its elite institutions. In particular, Western 
elite universities presented us with a stark image of explosive student support for 
antisemitic terrorism, faculty endorsement, and administrative toleration of such an 
abomination. Immediately a�er the initial events, student groups and faculty members 
issued statements and letters defending the inhumane murder of Israeli civilians, 
the rape of Israeli women, and the abduction of Israeli children as legitimate acts of 
decolonization by the oppressed � in what historian Simon Sebag Monte�ore described 
as a �historically nonsensical mix of Marxist theory, Soviet propaganda, and traditional 
antisemitism from the Middle Ages and the 19th century.� But was such a display of 
insanity so nonsensical a�er all?

An anti-Israel rally in Washington D.C, November 4, 2023,  (ADL)
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For most, the convergence of Islamist movements like Hamas and the international le� 
represents a signi�cant ideological paradox. Islamism, with its conservative, religious 
roots, seems inherently at odds with what is perceived to be the secular, progressive 
values of the le�. �is alignment around the Palestinian Cause is o�en seen as a 
byproduct of the shared opposition to mutual adversaries, such as perceived Western 
imperialism and Zionism. For long, the alliance between the le� and Islamist groups 
like Hamas was seen as a complex marriage of convenience in which �gures of the 
Western le� were dismissed as �useful idiots.� �e consistency of support and the very 
language used to support Palestinian terrorism among le�ist students, scholars, and 
publications begs the question of whether such support doesn�t have a much more 
complex and cohesive intellectual foundation on the le� than previously assumed.

�e relationship between the Palestinian Cause and the international le� goes back 
decades to the 1950s by way of Arab Nationalism and direct a�liation since the 
1960s. As a matter of fact, if the Palestinian Cause is de�ned by its main feature 
of anti-Zionism, the relationship then could go back to the 1930s when the �ird 
International (the Communist International � Comintern) institutionalized its analysis 
of Zionism as a colonialist movement acting as an agent for Western imperialism in 
the Middle East and insisted on supporting worldwide, not nationalist, labor Socialism 
as the only possible solution to the Jewish question. In the Middle East, this Soviet 
position, directly related to the Leninist analysis of imperialism, was known only to 
the Arab Marxists and Arab Communist parties in the Levant. Leninism maintained 
that Western worldwide imperialist behavior was the primary mechanism through 
which Western capitalist markets avoided their inevitable internal collapse. �us, an 
alliance with anti-Western forces in what became known later as the �ird World 
will help bring revolution inside the Western core. �is conception was to be later 
institutionalized and expanded as the primary strategy of Soviet foreign policy during 
the Cold War, through which the Soviet Union allied itself with �ird World national 
movements against �the principal enemy� of Communism: the United States and its 
allies. It was by this mixture of theoretical and strategic innovations that, within the 
international le�, �ird World nationalisms were to be considered progressive. In 
contrast, Western nationalisms were reactionary, a con�guration that is currently 
applied to �reactionary� Zionism and �progressive� Palestinianism.

It was only in the 1950s, with the rise of the potent ideology of Arab Nationalism as 
part of the �ird World liberation movements, that such a conception of Zionism as a 
reactionary forward base for Western imperialism and capitalism became the o�cial 
line of Arab revolutionaries in Egypt and the Levant, who presented themselves as part 
of the world socialist revolutionary process. For its part, the Soviet Union contributed 
heavily to the radicalization of Arab societies by pushing classical antisemitism 
mixed with anti-imperialist zeal in programs of ideological indoctrination, leadership 
training, and mass propaganda. Arab politics of the era were de�ned by the cosmic 
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clash between the Arab Nationalist trinity of the good of �Unity, Liberty, and Socialism� 
facing o� with the triad of the evil of �imperialism, Zionism, and Arab reaction.�

It was in the 1960s, however, that monolithic ideological leviathans of what became 
known as the �old le�,� such as Stalinism and Arab Nationalism, were irreversibly 
fractured and fragmented, giving way to a new era of New Le� radical politics of identity 
and solidarity, and the new radical forms of violence of guerilla warfare. �e intellectual 
birthplace of this new era was Paris, where most �ird World intellectuals received 
their education and conceived of their political programs as part of something unitary, 
signi�cant, and historic. �e three main contributors to these new developments and who 
would have a direct and enduring in�uence on the emerging Palestinian nationalism were 
Marxist philosophers Jean-Paul Sartre, Frantz Fanon, and RØgis Debray.

In post-WWII France, French intellectuals developed a distinct form of intellectual 
pathos and philosophical melancholia characterized by despair from the prospects 
of an actual revolution in the West and a disillusionment with Stalinism. �us, 
political salvation was sought in the �ird World, where masses of humans �more 
disinherited than the Western proletariat� were seen as messianic saviors of humanity 
from capitalism. Decolonization emerged as a new intellectual construct primarily 
comprised of nationalism, anti-Western, and Marxist revolution and served as the 
primary tool of the Marxi�cation of the �ird World. Unlike what the term might 
suggest, decolonization never innocuously meant mere political independence from 
colonial rule but always contained elaborate Marxist revolutionary content and was 
o�en fueled by a heavy dose of Soviet antisemitic propaganda. By the 1960s, during 
these signi�cant transformations of radical politics, the very ideological structure of 
Marxism itself was transformed as it abandoned its core category of class in favor of 
race and abandoned its focus on national political economy to focus on international 
relations, giving rise to what came to be known the New Le�. �is was also the decade 
of the birth of the modern Palestinian national movement, which incorporated much of 
its intellectual developments.

�e Marxist psychoanalyst Frantz Fanon was to have the most enduring e�ects on the 
meaning of decolonization through his book �e Wretched of the Earth, considered by 
many to be the Bible of decolonization. �e book is a theology of ruthless murderous 
violence against the white races, only through which the new decolonized man could 
be reborn. Sartre wrote the introduction to the book and endorsed its message with a 
masochistic enthusiasm and a psychotic endorsement of mass murder that o�en outdid 
Fanon himself. �e book was immediately translated into Arabic by the Levant�s most 
important progressive publishing house at the time, Suhayl Idris�s Al-Adab, and the 
book made a lasting impact on the emerging generation of Palestinian activists. As a 
matter of fact, following the Munich massacre, Fatah�s magazine featured Fanon on 
its cover, and much of the literature of PFLP�s Ghassan Kanafani revolves around the 
Fanonian motif of the birth of the Palestinian through the killing of an Israeli.
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�e second most crucial self-making concept the Palestinians acquired from the 
French le� was �armed struggle,� theorized in French Marxist RØgis Debray�s book, 
Revolution Inside the Revolution. �is concept would become both the main self-
image of Palestinian identity and the very content of Palestinian nationalism itself. 
By the late 1960s, a�er a new generation of New Le� Palestinians was able to wrestle 
the Palestinian Liberation Organization from the hands of the Nasserist Old Le�, the 
Palestinian Cause formally became one of the components of the International Le� 
consortium of struggles fueling the radical le� worldwide and which included rising 
forms of identity, gender, and sexual, political movements. �is smooth incorporation 
was aided by a new generation of Arab American intellectuals who helped establish 
the Palestinian Cause in the moral category of the New Le�, notable of whom were 
Fayez Sayegh, the �rst to explain the Palestinian Cause in the language of racism and 
apartheid, and Edward Said, who had a far-reaching in�uence on the development of 
contemporary identity politics and the current climate on college campuses.

�e Palestine of the New Le� di�ered signi�cantly from the Palestine of the Old 
Le� and Arab Nationalism. While the latter was part of a struggle against Western 
imperialism, the former was the beginning of �Palestine� as part of the liberationist 
project of humanity against white racism and dispossession. Within the ideational 
structure of the New Le�, the identity of the Palestinians stood next to blacks, women, 
and homosexuals as symbols of the dehumanization of humanity at the hands of the 
Western world order and its delusion of freedom.

By the 1980s, following the Islamic Revolution of Iran, large segments of Middle 
Eastern societies and their politics went through the process of Islamization in 
which movements such as Hizbullah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza were born. Far 
from being the return of the religious repressed, these movements emerged out of 
societies that had already internalized the revolutionary ethos of radical ideologies, 
and the Islam that emerged in the late 1970s was primarily a post-Marxist Islam. 
�us, movements like Hamas are inherently ideological hybrids incorporating much 
of the fanaticism common to religious fundamentalism and the revolutionary ethos 
of modern radical politics, which they inherited from their immediate political 
predecessors. Fanonian decolonization was wedded to Islamic religious and historical 
symbols. While this has o�en been unrecognized by many, the true identity of such 
Islamic movements is recognized by radical Western intellectuals such as Judith 
Butler and Robert Malley, who openly considered such movements progressive social 
movements.
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If half the claims in this article are valid, then the expressions of American college 
students, nursed in the classroom on the writings of the likes of Fanon and Butler and 
enthused by the criminal violence of Hamas, are far from shocking. Such support is 
consistent with the theoretical developments on the le� ever since Feuerbach published 
his Essence of Christianity in 1841 until today. It established a complex and coherent 
framework for understanding the Palestinian Cause as inherently progressive and 
Zionism as inherently reactionary. �ere are no useful idiots here but complex political 
activism webs with objectives di�erent from what many assume. While one cannot 
deny that many who identify as progressive merely want better lives, more rights for 
minorities, and better care of the environment, no informed observer should ignore 
the entire intellectual and philosophical legacy of the International Le� in which the 
Palestinian Cause is now an inalienable component and the main point of contact with 
hundreds of millions in the �ird World. �e Jewish people, once again, are facing o� 
against the poisonous hydra of the times.

Hercules and the Lernaean Hydra, 3rd century Roman mosaic (National Archaeological 
Museum of Spain). (Luis Garcia/Flickr)
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There’s no doubt what 
“From the river to the sea” 
means 
Khaled Abu Toameh 

 

A sign at an anti-Israel demonstration (ADL, Center on Extremism)

It is now evident that the messages and slogans of Hamas have in�ltrated university 
campuses in the United States, Canada, and Europe. By endorsing these messages and 
slogans, �pro-Palestinian� groups and individuals on the campuses are empowering 
Palestinian radicals, including Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and helping 
advance their strategy of waging Jihad (holy war) against Israel. In addition, the groups 
are aiding Hamas in spreading antisemitic tropes. 
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�e slogan, �From the [Jordan] River to the [Mediterranean] Sea, Palestine will be 
free!� has been chanted by anti-Israel students on Western campuses for years. �is 
slogan echoes Hamas� ideology as re�ected in its charter and statements of its leaders. 
�e slogan means that Jews have no right to live in their own sovereign state and denies 
any Jewish link to the land. 

Hamas�s 1988 Charter makes it crystal clear that there is no room for Israel in the 
Middle East, including the land stretching from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean 
Sea: 

��e Islamic Resistance Movement [Hamas] believes that the land of Palestine 
is an Islamic Waqf consecrated for future Muslim generations until Judgement 
Day. It, or any part of it, should not be squandered; it, or any part of it, should 
not be given up. Neither a single Arab country nor all Arab countries, neither 
army, king or president, nor all kings and presidents, neither any organization 
nor all of them, be they Palestinian or Arab, possesses the right to do that.� 

In 2017, Hamas published a �political document� with 42 articles in which it rea�rmed 
that �Palestine, which extends from the Jordan River in the east to the Mediterranean 
in the west and from Ras-al-Naqurah (Rosh Hanikra) in the north to Umm al-
Rashrash (Eilat) in the south is the land and the home of the Palestinian people.� 
According to the document, which some Western analysts have falsely interpreted as 
a sign of �moderation� by the Islamist group, �Hamas rejects any alternative to the full 
and complete liberation of Palestine, from the river to the sea.�

Hamas o�cials and media outlets must be happy to see university students at Western 
campuses endorse the call for eliminating Israel and replacing it with an Islamist state. 
Students who are chanting �From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free!� are not 
only denying Israel�s right to exist, but also supporting Jihad against Jews to facilitate 
the mission of �freeing Palestine, from the river to the sea.� A�er all, as Hamas has 
repeatedly stressed, Jihad is the only way to �liberate Palestine.�

It�s also worth noting that by endorsing the slogan �From the river to the sea, Palestine 
will be free!� the �pro-Palestinian� students are also sending a message that they do not 
accept the �two-state solution� or agreements signed between Israel and the PLO. �ey 
are saying that they are opposed to the PLO�s �recognition� of Israel�s right to exist. �e 
students, in other words, are saying they prefer Hamas over the PLO which, in their 
eyes, �betrayed� the Palestinians by abandoning plans to destroy Israel.  

In 1993, PLO leader Yasser Arafat, in a letter to then-Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, stated that the PLO �recognizes the right of the State of Israel to exist in peace 
and security.� Arafat, in other words, was saying that the Palestinians have abandoned 
the slogan �From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free.� It is ironic that while 
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Arafat and his successor, Mahmoud Abbas, have publicly recognized Israel�s right to 
exist, university students in the West continue to promote Hamas�s genocidal agenda.  

Another slogan employed by the �pro-Palestinian� (i.e., anti-Israel) students is the one 
calling for an Intifada (uprising). For Hamas and other Palestinian terrorist groups, 
the term Intifada has always been associated with violence against Israel. �is includes 
suicide bombings, drive-by shootings, stabbings, and car-ramming attacks, as well as 
the indiscriminate �ring of rockets into Israel. Hamas leaders and spokesmen have 
made it clear that the only Intifada they believe in is a comprehensive Intifada, which 
includes the forms mentioned above of terrorism. So, by calling for a new Intifada, 
the �pro-Palestinian� students are calling on Palestinians to launch various forms of 
terrorist attacks against Israel, much to the satisfaction of Hamas. 

At some campuses, students have voiced support for the Mukawama (resistance). In the 
Palestinian lexicon, especially that of Hamas, Mukawama is associated with the �armed 
struggle� against Israel. Palestinians o�en refer to Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, 
and other Palestinian terrorist groups as Fasa�il al-Mukawama (resistance factions). 
�is is done to distinguish them from other Palestinian factions that are not involved 
in terrorism against Israel. For example, Fatah, the ruling faction headed by Mahmoud 
Abbas, is no longer labeled as a resistance group because of its association with the 
Oslo Accords and purported recognition of Israel�s right to exist. Hence, when the 
students chant slogans in support of the Mukawama, they are endorsing Hamas�s armed 
struggle against Israel. �e students, in addition, are expressing indirect disapproval of 
any Palestinian faction that is not involved in violence against Israel. 

Similarly, the chant �Glory to our martyrs� is nothing but an expression of support 
for terrorist attacks against Israel. As far as the Palestinians are concerned, the term 
�martyr� includes suicide bombers and other terrorists. Praising Palestinians who 
are killed while attacking Jews has always been a signi�cant part of the Palestinians� 
strategy. In this regard, it is not only Hamas but the Palestinian Authority as well. 
�ose who chant �Glory to our martyrs� are sending a message to Palestinians that 
Westerners believe it is OK to kill Jews.  

Opposition to Normalization

�en there are the calls for Mukata�a (boycott), which have become commonplace 
on campuses and other venues worldwide. Hamas has long been supportive of the 
idea of a complete Mukata�a of Israel. When Hamas talks about boycotting Israel, it is 
not necessarily referring to Israeli products and companies. For Hamas, the idea of 
boycotting Israel extends far beyond not purchasing Israeli-made products. Hamas 
wants Arabs and Muslims to boycott Israel because it is opposed to any form of 
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normalization. Hamas wants the rest of the world to boycott Israel because it is hoping 
that this will weaken the Jewish state and facilitate the mission of eliminating it. 

Hamas is not hoping that the boycott will pressure Israel to change a particular policy 
or rescind a speci�c decision. Besides being tantamount to a blood libel, slogans such 
as �Divest from Zionist genocide� serve to amplify Hamas� call for the destruction of 
Israel. �e term �Zionist genocide� has long been a Hamas favorite, but its use picked 
up signi�cantly a�er the start of the Gaza war in October.

 

Endnotes
1.	 Hamas Charter, Avalon Project, Yale Law School, �e Avalon Project: Hamas Covenant 1988 

(yale.edu)

2.	 Middle East Eye, https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/hamas-2017-document-full
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Foreword 

�e Hamas atrocities of October 7, 2023 � including rape, torture, mass 
murder, and kidnapping of infants, children, teens, women, and men � were met 
with a disconcerting show of public support across U.S. cities and university 
campuses. Revelations of savagery by both Hamas terrorists and Gazan civilians 
were recorded on bodycams and cell phones in real-time. Some atrocities 
were broadcast live on social media. Shocking international support for the 
Hamas massacre-kidnapping is not self-evident.

Unlike past international atrocities, such as the genocidal massacres in Nazi 
Germany and occupied Europe and, in later years, in Rwanda, Srebrenica, and 
Kosovo, which were met with international outrage and condemnation, the 
Hamas atrocities were greeted with encouragement and even excitement on some 
Western campuses and in some cities. 

�is convergence of Hamas� barbaric torture and murder of more than 1,300 
civilians, mostly Israeli � tantamount to some 50,000 Americans � together with 
robust Western support, particularly at North American universities, shines a 
spotlight on the Hamas-linked Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), the largest 
�pro-Palestinian� network on North American university campuses. 

SJP has platformed Hamas and other Palestinian terror groups, including 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
since SJP�s founding in the early 1990s. �e launching of National SJP in 2010, a 
nationwide network of SJP-a�liated groups, centralized and strengthened the 
group�s organized activity and protest culture at more than 200 universities across 
North America. 

SJP�s enhanced in�uence has transformed America�s �nest universities into 
hothouses of radicalism and extremism. At a rally at Cornell University organized 
by SJP, a professor said that Hamas� acts �exhilarated� and �excited� him. SJP 
chapters posted pictures and graphics of invading Hamas paragliders on social 
media, celebrating its deadly assault on Israeli partygoers on the Simchat Torah 
holiday weekend. Hours a�er the massacre, George Washington University 
SJP issued a statement that justi�ed the murders: �Decolonization is NOT a 
metaphor.�



�ese statements re�ect the increasing radicalization of SJP over the years. In 
2018, NYC Students for Justice in Palestine was rebranded as the extremist, �Within 
Our Lifetime� (WOL) organization.  WOL�s student leader, Nerdeen Kiswani, 
was recorded at a protest in 2021 declaring, �We want all of it� - meaning all of 
�Palestine� from the river to the sea � which should be Arab and Muslim. �is 
paralleled the Hamas charter, which calls explicitly for the murder of Jews.

In 2021, WOL launched a campaign to �Globalize the Intifada,� which �comes from 
the urgent need to defend our lands, resist our oppressors, and break free from the 
genocidal grip of U.S. imperialism and Zionism.�

�e October 7th Hamas massacres energized this genocidal libel that has 
metastasized across U.S. university campuses. Days a�er the atrocities, SJP hosted a 
�National Day of Resistance� throughout the United States. Protest leaders declared: 
�Gaza broke out of prison. Resistance �ghters captured one of the bulldozers used 
to destroy Palestinian homes and used it to breach the illegitimate border fence 
back into �48 Palestine.�

�e �Columbia Social Workers 4 Palestine� referred to the Hamas massacre 
as a �countero�ensive�and the centrality of revolutionary violence to anti-
imperialism.� �is was a shocking statement by social workers, mandated to help 
trauma victims such as the orphans, widows, widowers, friends, and rape victims of 
Hamas. 

SJP�s jihadi narrative has whitewashed terrorism and mass murder, 
transforming the organization into a conduit for pro-jihadi activism, while 
academically intellectualizing civilian massacre. 

�is is why this policy book � Students for Justice in Palestine Unmasked ��rst 
published in 2018, is even more signi�cant today. 

�e book reveals SJP�s historical, ideological, and social development. It illustrates 
how SJP help pioneer the genocidal antisemitic narrative that has taken hold 
on university campuses. �e study�s broad assessment of SJP also points to how 
this student organization paved a pathway to the October 7, 2023, Hamas massacre, 
by establishing an environment of legitimacy for Palestinian disinformation and 
terrorism. 

In short, SJP�s nationwide aggressive actions, initiatives, and programming have 
signalled to Hamas and other terror organizations that it could carry out the mass 
murder of Israelis with limited repercussions in the West.



In fact, a November 2023 poll revealed that 35 percent of Americans blamed Israel 
for the current war with Hamas and expressed doubts over Hamas� rape of Israeli 
women. �e poll also re�ected the West�s uncritical acceptance of Gaza casualty 
numbers as provided by the Hamas-controlled Gaza Ministry of Health.

In sum, Students for Justice in Palestine Unmasked explicates the organizational 
threats and challenges that this radical organization poses to university student 
bodies across North America. 

While several universities, including Brandeis and Colombia, have closed SJP 
branches, its ideology, growing membership, and broad in�uence on university 
campuses require scrutiny and demand moral clarity. 

�is monograph provides important context for understanding SJP�s major 
challenges to university presidents, senior administrators, faculty, and student 
leaders in weighing the acceptability of student organizational support for genocidal 
Islamic, Palestinian, and other terror organizations in North American universities. 



�	 �e Students for Justice in Palestine network is the leading student arm 
of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement in the United 
States. 

�	 SJP is not a �grassroots� student organization; it is a terror-supporting, anti-
Semitic network that harasses and intimidates Israel-friendly students and 
operates with autonomy and impunity at scores of colleges and universities 
across the United States.

�	 SJP�s founders, �nancial patrons and ideological supporters have been linked 
to Islamist and Palestinian terror organizations such as Hamas, Hizbullah, 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Marxist Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP).

�	 �e annual National Students for Justice in Palestine (NSJP) conference, 
attended by over 200 local university SJP chapters, serves as a conduit to 
drive radical terror discourse, violence and anti-Semitism at colleges and 
universities across the United States. 

�	 Students for Justice in Palestine is a byproduct of American Muslims for 
Palestine (AMP), an organization whose leaders were former members of 
Palestinian and Islamist terror organizations. AMP was founded in 2005 
by the former leaders of three organizations; KindHearts, the Islamic 
Association for Palestine, and the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and 
Development. All three organizations were implicated by the US government 
between 2001 and 2011 for linkages to Islamist terror organizations.

1. Executive Summary 
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�	 Jewish students on campuses across the United States have been victimized 
by anti-Semitic vandalism, verbal attacks, and outright violence at the hands 
of SJP members.

�	 SJP has adopted a policy of �anti-normalization� of relations with Zionist 
groups and most Jewish organizations, with the exception of the equally 
radical, anti-Zionist and pro-BDS Jewish Voice for Peace. Students for 
Justice in Palestine advances their proprietary view of Palestinian justice by 
undertaking initiatives to isolate, demonize, and ultimately destroy the state 
of Israel.

�	 Brandeis University and AMCHA Initiative studies reveal a direct 
correlation between BDS activities and anti-Semitism on campuses with 
large Jewish student populations. �e studies also found a correlation 
between the presence of SJP and a rise in campus anti-Zionism and anti-
Semitism.1

�	 According to National SJP, by the end of 2017 there were roughly 200 SJP 
chapters nationwide.2 

�	 Only one university in North America, Fordham in New York, has rejected 
a student request to form an SJP chapter. Dean of Students Keith Eldredge 
declared that a SJP chapter should not be established �in order to prevent 
polarization [on campus]�and the resulting possible negative impacts on 
student safety and the general security of the Fordham community.�

�	 Professors who serve as faculty advisors to SJP act as de facto campus 
liaisons between SJP chapters and Palestinian terrorists. �ese professors 
have encouraged students to protest in support of Palestinian terrorists, 
have included readings in their undergraduate class curricula by convicted 
Palestinian terror leader Ghassan Kanafani, have publicly encouraged 
violent �Palestinian resistance� against Israel, and have spread anti-Semitic 
libels about Israel. 

9
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2. Unmasking National 
Students for Justice in 
Palestine
National Students for Justice in Palestine (National SJP) is the terror-linked, violence-
promoting, and largely anti-Semitic national umbrella network representing more 
than 200 university chapters of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) across the 
United States. Many of NSJP�s activists are recent graduates or current student 
leaders of campus SJPs. Since SJP�s founding in 2001, campus chapters operated with 

relative autonomy, and with only nominal national 
coordination. However, this robust decentralization 
changed in 2010, when National SJP was founded 
by leaders of American Muslims for Palestine 
and the US Palestinian Community Network, 
two organizations linked to US-designated terror 
organizations. 

National SJP, which plays a central and in�uential 
role among campus SJP branches, receives support 
from other radical groups such as the Boycott 
National Committee (BNC) and CodePink, both 
of which maintain close ties to Palestinian terror 
groups. National SJP also glori�es and extols 
terrorists and terror organizations across its social 
media networks.

�e annual 2018 National SJP conference has 
been scheduled to be hosted at the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) from November 

16-18. �e annual conference, attended by over 200 local university SJP chapters, 
serves as a public platform to drive radical terror discourse on US university campuses. 
Terrorists such as Khader Adnan, a leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and Rasmea 
Odeh, former member of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
have been featured speakers at previous NSJP conferences. National SJP�s organizers, 
a�liated organizations and keynote speakers have called for the destruction of the state 
of Israel as a strategic goal. National SJP�s establishment at the 2010 US World Social 
Forum featured workshops, educational material, ideological backing, and inspiration 
from organizations with direct ties to US-designated terror organizations.3 

National SJP was 
founded by leaders 
of American 
Muslims for 
Palestine and the 
US Palestinian 
Community 
Network, two 
organizations 
linked to US-
designated terror 
organizations.
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Convicted PFLP terrorist Rasmea Odeh was the keynote speaker at the 2015 National SJP 
conference. 

2.1 The Roots of National Students for Justice in 
Palestine

In 2010, National Students for Justice in Palestine, a national network of a�liate SJP groups, 
was formed by the terror-a�liated American Muslims for Palestine and US Palestinian 
Community Network (USPCN) at a conference sponsored by the Boycott National 
Committee (BNC).4 American Muslims for Palestine, USPCN, and the BNC are tied to 
Palestinian and Islamic terror organizations.5
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2.2 American Muslims for Palestine (AMP)

American Muslims for Palestine (AMP) was founded in 2005, a�er three organizations, 
KindHearts, the Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP), and the Holy Land Foundation 
for Relief and Development were implicated by the federal government between 2001 and 
2011 for �nancing Hamas.6 Many of the leaders and top donors to these organizations were 
jailed, deported, or investigated for terror connections. Numerous members who remained 
in the United States, and who are not currently imprisoned, have since migrated to AMP. 
SJP founder Professor Hatem Bazian also chairs American Muslims for Palestine7 and is 
listed on the 2013-2015 990 tax forms for AMP�s �scal sponsor Americans for Justice in 
Palestine Educational Foundations� as the organization�s president. Bazian also receives a 
yearly salary from AMP.8 

Prior to and since founding the �rst SJP chapter at UC Berkeley in 2001, Bazian  
perpetrated a number of subversive, anti-American, anti-Semitic and terror-supporting 
acts.9 He has made speeches, many exclusively to students, declaring, �It�s about time 
that we have an Intifada in this country [USA], We�ve been watching Intifada [violent 
uprising] in Palestine, we�ve been watching an uprising in Iraq [against US soldiers] and the 
question is that: what are we doing? How come we don�t have an Intifada in this country?� 
��e only language the [Israeli] slave master understands is the language of violence.�10 

In addition to Bazian, a second AMP employee, Taher Herzallah, served as the 
organization�s liaison to Students for Justice in Palestine. Herzallah has called for violence 
against Israel and was twice arrested for anti-Israel activity, including disrupting a US 
congressional hearing.11 One of his duties, in addition to providing funds, speakers, and 
educational support to campus SJP chapters, is serving as an AMP liaison to help organize 
National SJP conferences.12
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Several other key USPCN members, including Monadel Herzallah and Mazin Qumsiyeh, 
maintain ties to terror organizations. USPCN also provided a platform to terrorists and 
their families at various conferences, including hosting Raed Salah,17 the leader of the 
Hamas-a�liated Northern Islamic Movement in Israel, and hosting the Committee to 
Defend the Holy Land Five, an organization that supported the �ve members of the Holy 
Land Foundation who were convicted for providing material support to Hamas.18  

A video still of Khader Adnan recruiting suicide bombers. Adnan is a convicted terrorist with 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad who has been a featured speaker at NSJP conferences. 19 

2.4 The BDS National Committee 

�e BDS National Committee (BNC) is an umbrella organization for Palestinian boycott 
organizations. It also has several direct ties to Palestinian terror organizations, both among 
its terror-a�liated founding members and employees, and among the organizations it 
represents. �e BNC also frequently collaborates with National SJP by hosting speakers at 
national conferences, and one of the keynote �assemblies� at the 2010 World Social Forum, 
where National SJP was formed.20 

One of the organizations instrumental in the founding of the BNC is the Council of 
National and Islamic Forces in Palestine (PNIF). PNIF was founded by convicted terrorist 
leader Marwan Barghouti, who has been imprisoned in Israel since 2004 for committing 
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acts of terrorism. As a senior member of the Islamic Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, a US-
designated terrorist organization, Barghouti was convicted of planning suicide attacks and 
shootings during the PLO- and Hamas-led �Al-Aqsa� terror war in Israel and the West Bank 
from 2000 to 2004.21

PNIF member organizations include other US-designated foreign terror organizations 
including Hamas, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, (PFLP), Popular Front 
� General Command (PFLP-GC), Palestine Liberation Front, and Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ).22

National SJP social media posts from 2016 and 2017 supporting convicted Palestinian terrorists 
Bilal Kayed and Marwan Barghouti.

2.5 Terror Support and Violence at the First NSJP 
Convention 

In June 2010, AMP called for SJP members from around the United States to attend the US 
Social Forum�s two-day conference in Detroit, considered by organizers and participants 
to be the �rst National SJP conference. Awad Hamdan, American Muslims for Palestine�s 
former �National Protection and Programs Directorate� chair posted on Students for Justice 
in Palestine - Northeastern Illinois University�s Facebook page that AMP would sponsor 
SJP members from across the country to attend the conference to �unite SJP work and to 
strengthen work for Palestine in the US.�23

A keynote address at the 2010 US Social Forum was sponsored by the BNC and featured 
BDS leader Jamal Juma, who has devoted his career to advocating for the dissolution of 
Israel.24 Juma is one of the BNC�s founders and coordinator of the Stop the Wall Campaign. 
Juma has called for violence against Israelis and Israel. Many of the protests he has 
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orchestrated have included throwing Molotov cocktails and burning tires, resulting in 
hundreds of injuries. Juma has also condemned the Palestinian Authority for cooperating 
with Israel in clamping down on violence and terror. In Juma�s words, �For the oppressed 
and occupied, ongoing struggle and resistance using all necessary means is not only our 
right, it is our obligation.�25

Other leading members of the BNC and Stop the Wall Campaign, two groups which 
actively worked to form National SJP, include Salah Khawaja and Khalida Jarrar, both active 
members of the PFLP terror organization.26 

�e Free Gaza movement, which organizes �otillas and missions to Gaza that include 
cooperation with Hamas leaders,27 also sponsored a workshop at the �rst National SJP 
conference. 

�e Council on American-Islamic Relations, known as CAIR, a designated terror group 
in the United Arab Emirates, was also a sponsor of the �rst National SJP conference.28 One 
CAIR employee was indicted in 2003 for attempting to travel to Pakistan and Afghanistan 
to �ght with Al Qaeda and the Taliban. Another was convicted on 21 counts in 2005, 
including funneling $12.4 million directly to Hamas and terror leader Mousa Abu Marzook. 
Numerous other CAIR employees have been indicted for terror activities or laundering 
money to terrorists, o�en through CAIR itself.29

July 2018 
posts from 
the National 
SJP Facebook 
and Twitter 
honoring PFLP 
terror leader 
Ghassan 
Kanafani. One 
post includes 
a link to the 
PFLP website. 
This post was 
liked by UCLA 
SJP, the hosts 
of the 2018 
National SJP 
Conference 
in November 
2018. 
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Palestine Solidary Group-Chicago, an organization that was investigated by the FBI for 
maintaining PFLP and Hizbullah contacts, was also �thanked� by conference organizers.31

Maureen Murphy is the managing editor of the Electronic Intifada, a terror-supporting 
online publication that leads political and economic warfare campaigns against Israel. 
EI sponsored a media session for student activists at the 2010 conference. Murphy was 
subpoenaed by the FBI and ordered to appear in front of a grand jury in December 2010 for 
working with Palestine Solidarity Group-Chicago.32

Since its founding in 2001, Electronic Intifada has published articles in support of terror 
against Israel including statements such as �September 11th was the biggest gi�, wrapped up 
in silk ribbons and presented on a golden platter, that [the pro-Israel lobby] could ever hope 
to receive. A real day of victory and glee for them to see that now they have the entire US 
populace in the palm of their hands,�33 published on September 12, 2001, and �Hizbullah is 
hope�and a shining light.�34

Conference participants also attended a session introducing them to the work of the 
International Solidarity Movement. �e goal of the session was to �prepare volunteers to 
travel to Palestine as volunteers with ISM and do solidarity at home.�35 ISM describes itself 
as �a Palestinian-led movement committed to resisting the Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
land using nonviolent, direct-action methods and principles.�36 

An image created by UCLA 
SJP, hosts of the scheduled 
2018 National SJP conference, 
supporting convicted 
terrorist Rasmea Odeh and 
encouraging students to divest 
from Israel.



18

However, in contrast to its declarations, statements by ISM leadership demonstrate support 
for terror attacks against Israeli targets. According to a 2002 article by ISM cofounders 
Adam Shapiro and Huwaida Arraf, ��e Palestinian resistance must take on a variety of 
characteristics, both non-violent and violent�In actuality, nonviolence is not enough�
Yes, people will get killed and injured,� but these deaths are �no less noble than carrying out 
a suicide operation. And we are certain that if these men were killed during such an action, 
they would be considered shaheed Allah.�37  ISM members have also been arrested by US 
authorities for transferring money to Hamas,38 and have admitted to knowingly working 
with Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorists.39

A tweet by National SJP honoring Palestinian terrorist Fadi Aloun. Aloun was shot by Israeli 
police after he stabbed a teenager in October 2015. Prior to perpetrating the attack Aloun wrote 
on his Facebook “Either martyrdom or victory.”30
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An NSJP workshop entitled �BDS 101,� where students could �learn more about how to 
apply BDS in the North American context,� was sponsored by Interfaith Peacebuilders 
(IFPB).40 Interfaith Peacebuilders brings several delegations to the West Bank each year, 
coordinating closely with the PFLP. IFPB regularly brings its delegations to meet PFLP-
a�liated extremist organizations, such as Al-Haq,41 Addameer,42  Defense for Children 
International � Palestine,43 Laylac Center,44 and the BDS National Committee.45 Interfaith 
Peace Builders routinely houses its participants in the Dheisheh refugee camp, a known 
hotbed of PFLP activity.46

�e Middle East Children�s Alliance (MECA) also sponsored a workshop at the 
conference.47 MECA provides �nancial assistance to the Union of Health Work Committees 
(UHWC), a PFLP-a�liated health organization, and MECA workers have visited its Gaza 
headquarters.48

T-shirts sold at the 2016 National SJP conference, including one featuring an image of armed 
PFLP terrorist Leila Khaled and the text “Resistance is not Terrorism.”
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2.6 Terror Support, Violence, and Intimidation 
at  by National Students for Justice in Palestine 
Conferences 

National SJP conventions have been marked by close coordination with terror-a�liated 
individuals and organizations. NSJP�s 2015 conference featured convicted terrorist Rasmea 
Odeh as its keynote speaker.49 Odeh was imprisoned for her participation in two suicide 
bombings as a member of the PFLP, a US-designated terror organization.50 A�er her early 
release as part of a prisoner exchange, Odeh falsi�ed immigration papers to obtain US 
citizenship, which was ultimately revoked in August 2017, when she was subsequently 
deported to Jordan.51 National SJP has also expressed support for Odeh on various social 
media accounts, encouraging students to protest her deportation.52 

A session at the 2012 NSJP conference featured a speech, via video, by Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad terror operative Khader Adnan. Islamic Jihad is also a US-designated terror 
organization, for which Adnan is a senior spokesman and leader. Islamic Jihad terror 
attacks have killed 122 people since its founding in 1981.53 In addition to inviting him 

A mural of Palestinian terrorists in the Dheisheh refugee camp, a hotbed for PFLP terror activity, 
photographed and tweeted by an Interfaith Peacebuilders mission participant. Students were 
encouraged at the first National SJP conference to join Interfaith Peacebuilders delegations to 
the West Bank.  
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to speak to National SJP, conference leaders have also demonstrated support for Adnan 
including a �statement of solidarity� on National SJP�s social media accounts.54 

At the 2013 conference, National SJP held a session on mass incarceration and clari�ed 
their intention to work with Addameer, a political prisoners support organization in the 
Palestinian-controlled territories that was founded by PFLP leaders55 and is currently run 
by at least eight PFLP members,56 including Abdullatif Ghaith (cofounder),57 Khalida Jarrar 
(cofounder currently imprisoned for her ties to the PFLP),58 Yaqoub Odeh,59 Mahmoud 
Jeddah,60 Rinad Zoarob, Bashir Al-Khairy,61 Ayman Nasser (currently imprisoned for 
his ties to the PFLP),62 and Salah Hamouri (also currently imprisoned for his ties to the 
PFLP).63

A March 2017 
National SJP call 
for submissions 
in support of PFLP 
terrorist Rasmea 
Odeh. 

�e WeDivest campaign, endorsed by the BNC, featured prominently in the 2012 National 
SJP conference. �e 2012 conference also proudly labeled the terror- a�liated BNC as one 
of its organizational endorsers in conference literature.64 �e 2014 National SJP conference 
closing plenary featured Hind Awwad, the national coordinator of the BNC in Ramallah.65 

National SJP has frequently used its social media accounts to support terror and terrorists. 
National SJP shared a tweet in support of convicted murderer Marwan Barghouti. 
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Barghouti was a leader of Fatah�s armed wing � the Al-Aqsa Martyrs� Brigades � during 
the Second Intifada. In 2002, he was captured and charged by Israel on �ve counts of 
murder, as well as attempted murder, conspiracy to murder, and membership in a terrorist 
organization.66 

A 2010 advertisement 
by the terror-affiliated 
American Muslims 
for Palestine calling 
on students to form 
National Students for 
Justice in Palestine. 

In 2016, NSJP posted a link from the PFLP-a�liated Addameer Association in support of 
PFLP leader Bilal Kayed on its Facebook.67 In July 2018, National SJP wrote Facebook and 
Twitter posts honoring the memory of Ghassan Kanafani, a leading member of the Political 
Bureau of the PFLP terror organization. In the post, NSJP praised �his voice� as �one of the 
Palestinian revolution and the Palestinian people.�68 Notably, the original National SJP post 
included a direct link to the PFLP�s website. �is original post was shared by 25 entities, 
including SJP at UCLA, the hosts of the 2018 National SJP conference. A�er nine hours the 
post was edited and the link to the PFLP website was removed. �e link directed readers to 
a PFLP article on Kanafani that included images in support of terrorism.69 
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2.7 National SJP and CodePink

National SJP also coordinates many of its activities with CodePink, a radical organization 
that advocates redirecting the United States� defense budget to domestic social welfare 
initiatives.70 Although CodePink claims to be committed to nonviolence, it maintains ties to 
numerous US-designated terror organizations. It has extensively documented its numerous 
visits to Hamas in Gaza,71 has publicly endorsed the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) terrorist Khalida Jarrar,72 and has engaged with Hizbullah73 as well as with 
former Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.74 

National SJP and CodePink coordinate closely on activities, events, and even share o�ce 
space, and possibly personnel. CodePink appears to be training university students 
in extreme protest tactics, such as civil disobedience and disrupting public speaking 
events.75 It also cohosts protests with SJP leaders and other prominent BDS organizations76 
and its cofounders and sta� meet with SJP chapters across the United States.77 Furthermore, 
CodePink uses SJP members to create propaganda for CodePink-organized protests.78

Since 2015, CodePink has posted ads to its 
website saying that it seeks interns focusing 
on �Palestine work,� listing the address 1247 E 
Street SE as the internship location. �is same 
address was used by National Students for 
Justice in Palestine as its mailing address in its 
2016 newsletter. However, CodePink lists its 
regional DC o�ce at a di�erent location.79 �e 
o�ce on E Street SE seems to be hosting only 
this project dedicated to Palestine-related issues, 
using the same space as National Students for 
Justice in Palestine, if not devoting the position 
exclusively to National SJP.80 

Samidoun, listed as one of CodePink�s �cosponsors,� is a PFLP proxy led by PFLP 
commander Khaled Barakat, and Addameer, listed as CodePink�s �partner,� is a West Bank 
based organization that is led by PFLP o�cials. Further, CodePink refers to the Palestinian 
BDS National Committee, a committee deeply intertwined with Hamas and the PFLP, as 
�an ally.�81

In 2009 alone CodePink organized seven trips to Gaza. On each visit they were welcomed 
by Hamas.82 When addressing concerns for participant safety on the trips, CodePink 
founder Medea Benjamin noted, �Hamas has pledged to ensure our safety.�83 On another 
trip Benjamin received a letter penned by Hamas that she planned to deliver directly to US 
President Barack Obama. �e letter was signed by Ahmed Yusef, former Deputy Foreign 

When addressing 
concerns for participant 
safety on the trips, 
CodePink founder 
Medea Benjamin noted, 
�Hamas has pledged to 
ensure our safety.�
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CodePink cofounder Medea Benjamin meets with Hamas officials in Gaza.86 

Minister and former Senior Political Advisor to former Hamas President Ismael Haniyeh.84 
CodePink has also closely coordinated with PFLP members during its trips to the West 
Bank, taking part in joint activities and tours with PFLP members.85

In 2006, senior CodePink leaders also were approached by Hizbullah terror operatives and 
requested permission from Hizbullah authorities to travel in Hizbullah-controlled Southern 
Lebanon at the height of the Second Lebanon War between the Shiite terror group and 
Israel.87 In November 2008, CodePink founders Jodie Evans and Medea Benjamin and sta� 
member Ann Wright were invited by then Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, which according to the US State Department is the world�s  
leading  state sponsor of terror.88 Benjamin returned to Iran as a representative of CodePink 
in 2014 as she attended the �New Horizon Conference� in Tehran which hosted various 
Holocaust deniers, and 9/11-truthers who accuse Israel of perpetrating and covering up the 
9/11 attacks.89
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2.8 Conclusion

National Students for Justice in Palestine was founded by several organizations that work 
closely with US-designated terror organizations, o�en transferring funds to them and 
sharing personnel. NSJP annual conferences feature speeches by convicted Palestinian 
terrorists from designated terror organizations, and the conference steering committee 
frequently demonstrates support for Palestinian 
terrorists, o�en linking social media posts to 
the terror groups themselves. 

It is likely that the 2018 National SJP 
conference, which has been scheduled for 
November 16-18 at UCLA, will continue this 
well-established policy of support for terror 
against Israel. �is NSJP conference will 
continue training student SJP members in using 
violence and extreme tactics on campus in 
disrupting Israel-friendly events and promoting 
divestment campaigns inspired by and 
developed in coordination  with  terrorists and 
terror-a�liated organizations featured at the 
conference. UCLA and University of California 
state system administration, faculty, alumni, 
and students have aligned themselves with 
terrorists and designated terror organizations by 
sanctioning the 2018 National SJP conference.

NSJP annual 
conferences feature 
speeches by convicted 
Palestinian terrorists 
from designated 
terror organizations, 
and the conference 
steering committee 
frequently demonstrates 
support for Palestinian 
terrorists, o�en linking 
social media posts 
to the terror groups 
themselves. 
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3. SJP’s Terror 
Glorification, Campus 
Violence, and Anti-
Semitism

A 2011 display by UCLA’s Students for Justice in Palestine featuring Hamas “Freedom Fighters.” 

Fr
ee

 B
ea

co
n



28

3.1 Terror Glorification by SJP Chapters

Many SJP chapters have expressed support for Palestinian terrorists. Some SJP 
groups have invited convicted terrorists to address them. For example, Khader 
Adnan Mohammed Musa is a spokesperson for Islamic Jihad, a US-designated 
terrorist organization and has been featured guest at SJP events. Adnan was 
imprisoned numerous times by Israel and has incited terrorism and murder, 
especially in the form of suicide bombings targeting civilians.90

Adnan has also established contacts with SJP chapters across the United States. In 2013, SJP 
at American University in Washington DC organized a Skype call with Adnan. �e event 
was cosponsored by Amnesty International and Jewish Voice for Peace.91 SJP branches at 
Bowdoin College, Tu�s University, Union �eological Seminary, Ryerson University, and 
Columbia University have expressed solidarity with Adnan on social media.92

SJP chapters have also expressed public support 
for the Hamas terror group on social media. A 
Facebook post �In solidarity with the innocent 
Palestinian prisoners� by University of Alabama 
Birmingham�s SJP chapter named three terrorists 
as �innocent� hunger-striking prisoners.93 One 
terrorist, Abdullah al-Barghouti, is currently 
serving 67 consecutive life sentences in Israel a�er 
pleading guilty to bomb-making for Hamas in 
2004. Bombs assembled by al-Barghouti killed 66 
people and injured 500 others.94 Two members of 
Islamic Jihad were also named in the post.95

SJP chapters across the United States have also lauded the work of PFLP Beirut leader 
Ghassan Kanafani. SJP chapters at Temple University, the College of William and Mary, 
UCLA, National SJP, and SJP founder Hatem Bazian shared an interview from 1970 on their 
social media in which Kanafani declares that talking to Israeli leaders is a �conversation 
between the sword and the neck.�96 In the interview he also claims that the PFLP and other 
Palestinian terror groups are �defending themselves against a fascist government.� Kanafani 
says of the 1970 PFLP Dawson�s Field plane hijacking, �We did not make a mistake in the 
hijacking. In contrast, we did one of the most correct things we ever did.�97 Similarly, he was 
honored by Florida State University (FSU) SJP President Reem Zaitoon in a radio interview 
where she declared him a �revolutionary for Palestine.�98

In March 2018, Columbia and University of California Santa Barbara (UCSB) SJP chapters 
shared PFLP propaganda posters on social media in honor of International Women�s Day.99 
UCSB�s deleted Facebook post included PFLP propaganda and pictures of convicted PFLP 
terrorist Leila Khaled brandishing guns with the description, �Solidarity is the weapon and 
armed resistance is the catalyst. Support all mujeres taking arms against imperialism.�100 

Many SJP chapters 
have expressed 
support for Palestinian 
terrorists. Some SJP 
groups have invited 
convicted terrorists to 
address them.
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In 2015 Mohammed Nablusi, a BDS activist and law student at the University of Texas 
Austin, wrote an op-ed in Warscapes magazine recommending that campus BDS groups 
align with Palestinian terror organizations.101 Warscapes receives generous funding from 
George Soros� Open Society Foundation.102 

Nablusi wrote, �In developing the strategic vision of BDS, we must (1) look to and support 
Palestinian resistance groups and civil organizations that remain steadfast, in the face of 
PA-Israel collaboration, in their commitment to anti-colonial struggle�groups such as the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, Hamas and Palestine Islamic Jihad; and (2) 
commit ourselves to supporting a one-state solution.�103

A deleted Facebook post by University of California Santa Barbara SJP honoring terrorist 
women, including PFLP terrorist Leila Khaled. 
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NYC SJP has been the most outspoken among North American SJP chapters in its support 
of Palestinian terror organizations, particularly the PFLPNYC. SJP is comprised of students 
from across New York City, with a large proportion of Palestinian-American members 
enrolled in the CUNY system.

On social media, NYC SJP has demonstrated support for and communicated directly with 
the PFLP student arm, the Progressive Student Labor Front (PSLF). NYC SJP wrote that the 
PSLF gives their �support to New York City Students for Justice in Palestine and their �rm 
and committed struggle against Zionism and racism and for the liberation of Palestine� in a 
2015 post on its o�cial WordPress site.104 

A Facebook post 
shared by Wesleyan 
Students for 
Justice in Palestine 
celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the 
PFLP terror group. 
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In another 2015 WordPress post, NYC SJP criticized the BDS movement for failing to take 
actions to liberate territory, indicating support for Palestinian terror. Former PFLP terrorist 
Leila Khaled is quoted in the post as saying, �BDS, of course, on the international level, is 
very e�ective. But it doesn�t liberate land.�105 

NYC SJP has also posted a number of links directly to the PFLP o�cial website on its 
Facebook page.106 In March 2017, NYC SJP tweeted a video that highlights the stories of 
female �Palestinian martyrs,� who are commonly referred to as �terrorists� in the West.107

In early 2018, NYC SJP rebranded itself as Within Our Lifetime. �e group wrote in 2018, 
�We know Palestine, within our Lifetime. Palestine will be freed, refugees will return, and 
all of historic Palestine will be decolonized.� �e group noted that its new name, Within 
Our Lifetime, �empowers and ignites our �re to be a part of resisting zionism and building 
the path towards liberation.� In the group�s short history it has stated multiple times that its 
goal is to �liberate all of Palestine within our lifetime,� implying the replacement of Israel 
with a Palestinian state.108 According to the group�s founder Nerdeen Kiswani, ��e only 
way forward for a free Palestine is through resistance� As with all anti-colonial struggles, a 
concrete way forward is through �ght back, in all of its forms.�109

A May 2017 NYC SJP 
demonstration in Times 
Square, New York. 

NYC Students for Justice in Palestine Facebook
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3.2 SJP’s Violence, Intimidation, and Anti-Semitism 

�ere are numerous examples of anti-Semitic violence and intimidation perpetrated by SJP 
members against Jewish students at American universities. 

�e AMCHA Initiative, which monitors campus anti-Semitism, reveals a direct correlation 
between BDS activities and anti-Semitism on campuses with large Jewish student 
populations in their 2015 and 2016 reports. �ese studies also found a correlation between 
the presence of a SJP chapter and a rise in campus anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism.110

Another 2016 Brandeis University study attributed intensi�ed anti-Semitism to the campus 
BDS movement.111 �e Brandeis study documented hostilities, intimidation techniques, and 
anti-Semitic rhetoric employed by SJP activists against Jewish students on campuses across 
the United States. Many Jewish students reported being accused by BDS activists of personal 
responsibility for the actions of the Israeli government, simply because they were Jewish.112

According to the Brandeis report, more than a 
third of students polled agreed that there was 
a �hostile environment� toward Jews on their 
campuses.113 �e study also found that students 
at schools with active BDS movements were 
frequently exposed to anti-Semitic statements 
such as: �Jews have too much power in 
America,� �Jews exploit the Holocaust,� �Jews 
are more loyal to Israel,� and �Israelis behave 
like Nazis.�114

In another example, close to 20 percent of Jewish students reported having heard a form of 
the statement �Israelis behave like Nazis� at CUNY-Brooklyn and schools in the University 
of California system, which have strong BDS movements. Almost 20 percent of students at 
UCLA, host of the November 2018 National SJP conference, have heard other students say 
that Jews have too much power.115

�e Brandeis poll also revealed compelling statistics on the rise of online harassment of 
Jewish students, anti-Semitic vandalism, and even physical attacks against Jewish students 
on campuses with a strong BDS movement.116

Correlation between an anti-Israel campus presence and anti-Semitism was found at the 
University of Oregon in 2018. In May 2018, the Oregon student senate passed a resolution 
endorsing the BDS movement as an �anti-racist human rights movement.�117 Two months 
later, a sign on campus belonging to the University of Oregon Hillel welcoming students in 
Hebrew and English was vandalized with profane statements including �Free Palestine you 
f*cks.�118

�ese studies found a 
correlation between 
the presence of a SJP 
chapter and a rise in 
campus anti-Zionism 
and anti-Semitism.
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In July 2018, Stanford University Students for Justice in Palestine leader and university 
residence advisor Hamzeh Daoud posted to Facebook, �I�m gonna physically �ght Zionists 
on campus next year if someone comes at me with their �Israel is a democracy� bullsh*t. 
And a�er I abolish your ass I�ll go ahead and work every day for the rest of my life to 
abolish your petty ass ethno-supremacist, settler-colonial state.�119

In May 2018, a member of UCLA�s SJP attacked an Armenian-Lebanese Christian student 
speaking about the Armenian genocide at an �Indigenous Peoples Unite� panel. �e SJP 
member approached as he spoke, ripped down and stole the student�s Armenian �ag, 
screaming �Get this motherf�king �ag down!� and threw the speaker�s notecards into the 
crowd. Campus police were called to disperse the roughly two dozen SJP protestors who 
took part. SJP members again interrupted him by screaming, �F�k white supremacy!�120

A retweet by John Jay College’s SJP chapter claiming that Israel created  ISIS. 
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In April 2018, two dozen students from SAFE, a University of Michigan Palestinian 
solidarity group, protested a presentation by Nadav Tamir, director of international a�airs 
at the Peres Center for Peace shouting, �You are a terrorist. You�ve been calling people 
terrorists all day and you yourself work for a terrorist organization.�121

SJP�s mock eviction notices have been a popular anti-Semitic intimidation tactic. SJP 
members at universities including Harvard, NYU, and Northeastern have placed these 
notices under the doors of student dormitory rooms. Although mock eviction notices have 
not targeted individual Jews, at NYU, eviction notices were placed under doors in a student 
residence in which a majority of residents were Jewish, leading those students to report 
anti-Semitic fears and harassment by SJP. SJP libels included charges such as, �Palestinian 
homes are destroyed as part of the state of Israel�s ongoing attempts to ethnically cleanse the 
region of its Arab inhabitants and maintain an exclusively �Jewish� character of the state.�122

SJP rallies have featured Islamist war cries for the destruction of Israel.  In July 2014, Florida 
International University�s SJP cosponsored a rally in front of Miami�s Israeli consulate. 
Protestors chanted �Khaybar, Khaybar, oh Jew, Muhammad�s army will return,� a reference 
to a massacre of Jews by Muslims in 628 CE.123 

A flag burning 
of Israeli and 
American flags 
featured in a 
Facebook post 
from George 
Mason University’s 
SJP-affiliated 
chapter Students 
Against Israeli 
Apartheid.  
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Also in 2014, UCLA�s SJP chapter hosted a presentation by Palestinian BDS leader Omar 
Barghouti, the founder of the Boycott Israel movement. �e event was called �International 
Solidarity with Palestine: Towards a Global Intifada.� Barghouti justi�ed Palestinian terror, 
claiming that Jews held positions within the former Nazi regime. Barghouti also charged 
that Israeli soldiers shoot Palestinian children �for sport.�124 In 2017, Columbia SJP similarly 
held a demonstration on Holocaust Memorial Day featuring Barghouti.125 

Following a March 2016 lecture by Israeli diplomat George Deek at UC Davis, Jewish 
students reported verbal threats such as �Death to the Jews.�126 SJP members interrupted 
Deek, a Christian Arab from the mixed Israeli city of Ja�a, shouting, �Long live the 
Intifada,� �When Palestine is occupied, resistance is justi�ed,� and �Takbir, Allahu Akbar.� 
Campus security refused to stop SJP disruptions.127

A tweet by Temple University SJP honoring George Habash, founder of the PFLP, a US-
designated terror organization. 
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