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Overview1 
 The deal to release the abductees: On November 24, 2023, at 7 a.m., a four-day hiatus in the 

fighting began in the Gaza Strip, followed by the first phase of the deal to release the 

abductees. So far 26 Israeli civilians and 15 foreigners have been released in two groups. Israel 

released 76 Palestinian prisoners. More abductees are supposed to be released in the coming 

days. Senior Hamas terrorists and international figures are talking about extending the 

agreement and releasing more hostages. However, Hamas continues posing difficulties, 

claiming Israel is violating the terms of the agreement. 

 The southern arena: Before the ceasefire went into effect, the IDF forces carried out a 

number of missions, including blowing up tunnels under Shifa Hospital in Gaza City and 

exposing and destroying tunnel shafts in the northern Gaza Strip. 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 392 of them soldiers and officers; 195 civilian 

and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 

 
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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 The Gaza Strip: Trucks bringing humanitarian aid began entering the Gaza Strip. Gazan 

sources claimed the amount of aid was insufficient and should be increased. Hamas' military-

terrorist wing announced the deaths of four senior commanders; their funeral was held in the 

northern Gaza Strip. Protests in Gaza continue. 

 The northern arena: Although Hezbollah did not officially announce it would participate in 

the pause in the fighting, with the exception of isolated incidents, relative quiet has prevailed 

in the northern arena since the pause began. 

 Judea and Samaria: The IDF security forces continue their counterterrorism activities. A 

senior operative in the Palestinian Islamic Jihad's (PIJ) military-terrorist wing was killed. 

Welcoming ceremonies were held throughout Judea and Samaria for the released prisoners. 

Senior Palestinian officials raised fears that they would be detained again by Israeli security 

forces. 

 Iran: Iran supports the temporary hiatus and hopes it will be extended, while stressing that 

Israel has not achieved anything and Hamas is winning. 

 The pro-Iranian militias: The militias have been asking whether they should stop their 

activities against United States military bases and Israel following the ceasefire in the Gaza 

Strip.  

The Pause in the Fighting and the Abductee-
Release Deal 

 On November 24, 2023, at 7 a.m., the four-day pause in the fighting in the Gaza Strip went 

into effect in accordance with a deal formulated by the mediators (Qatar, Egypt and the 

United States) and agreed upon by Israel and Hamas; the IDF forces deployed along the 

ceasefire lines. The pause is intended for the release of Israeli women and children, to be 

effected in four groups in exchange for the release of Palestinian prisoners and the 

introduction of humanitarian aid to the Strip. IDF Chief of Staff Major General Hertzi Halevi 

made it clear that at the end of the pause the IDF will immediately resume its attacks in order 

to dismantle Hamas and exert pressure on the Strip to return as many abductees as possible 

as quickly as possible (IDF spokesperson, November 25, 2023). 

 Since the pause began, Palestinians claimed IDF fire in the northern Gaza Strip injured seven 

Palestinians, and that IDF forces shot at two Palestinian farmers in the al-Maghazi area 
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(aljazeera.net, November 26, 2023). So far 26 Israelis and 15 foreign citizens have been 

released in two groups; Israel released 76 Palestinian prisoners. 

 The first group was released on the evening of November 24, 2023. After a delay of 

few hours, 22 abductees were returned to Israel; 13 Israeli women and children, eight 

Thais and one Filipino (IDF spokesperson, November 24, 2023). Hamas' military-

terrorist wing turned them over to the Red Cross, which returned them to Israeli 

territory. 

  The second group was released late at night on November 25, 2023, during which 13 

Israelis and four Thais were released. A number of hours before the abductees were 

supposed to be released, Hamas said it had decided on a postponement until Israel met 

the terms of the deal regarding the delivery of humanitarian aid to the northern Gaza 

Strip, claiming Israel had not fulfilled the agreed-upon criteria for the release of the 

captives (Telegram channel of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades, Hamas' military-terrorist 

wing, November 25, 2023). Egypt reportedly exerted intensive efforts to finalize the 

second phase of the deal (al-Qahera, November 25, 20203). Later, Hamas said they had 

responded to the Egyptian and Qatari efforts to ensure the implementation of the 

agreement, after having confirmed Israel's commitment to its terms (Hamas Telegram 

channel, November 25, 2023); shortly before midnight, the abductees returned to Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Red Cross vehicles bring the Israeli abductees to the Rafah Crossing 
 (Rafah Crossing News Facebook page, November 25, 2023) 

 Majed al-Ansari, spokesperson for the Qatari foreign ministry, said they were continuing 

to monitor the situation closely and facilitate the exchange of information between the two 

sides to ensure that everything would be dealt with immediately. He said Qatar remained in 

close contact with its regional and international partners to ensure that the ceasefire was fully 

implemented (Qatari foreign ministry X account, November 24, 2023). Egyptian negotiations 

were reportedly in progress to extend the pause in the fighting for an additional day or two to 
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release additional hostages and Palestinian prisoners. According to reports the Egypt efforts 

were met with positive responses (al-Qahera, November 25, 2023). 

 United States President Joe Biden said it was only the beginning and there was a chance 

of extending the pause in the fighting. He said continuing the path of terrorism, violence, 

murder and war meant giving Hamas what it wanted. He called on the Israeli government to 

focus on reducing the number of civilian casualties during the attempt to eliminate Hamas, 

which he said was a legitimate goal (Agence France-Presse, November 24, 2023). In a 

conversation with the emir of Qatar, Tamim Ben Hamed, Biden expressed his appreciation to 

Qatar for the role it played in the "ceasefire negotiations" (Reuters, November 25, 2023). 

Responses to the most recent events 

Hamas 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Isma'il Haniyeh, head of the organization's political bureau, 

claimed they were committed to implementing the agreement and its success as long as Israel 

adhered to it. He claimed the release of women and children prisoners was a small step which 

would be followed by "great deeds." He thanked Egypt and Qatar as well as the "resistance" 

in Lebanon, Yemen and Iraq2 and emphasized the need to continue international efforts to 

allow the Palestinians "to achieve their aspirations." He also praised the leadership of Hamas 

in the Gaza Strip and mentioned Khalil Hamad al-Kharaz, a senior operative of Hamas' 

military-terrorist who was killed in Lebanon (Hamas Telegram channel, November 24, 2023). 

 Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, reviewed the wing's military 

activities during the last 72 hours, and thanked Yemen, Lebanon and Iraq for attacking Israel. 

He called for the escalation of clashes with Israel in Judea and Samaria and the other fronts, 

and for Jordan to escalate the activities of the "popular resistance" [popular terrorism], and 

for the whole world "to attack and confuse the enemy everywhere" (al-Jazeera, November 23, 

2023). 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan said that the humanitarian pause agreement and 

the exchange of hostages for prisoners would not have taken place had it not been for "the 

firm stand of the Palestinians and the heroism of the resistance [Palestinian terrorist 

organizations in the Gaza Strip] that forced Israel to agree to its terms." He claimed the 

 
2 Member of the so-called "axis of resistance:" Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist 
organizations, the Shi'ite Houthis in Yemen and the pro-Iranian militias in Iraq.  
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agreement shattered Israel's position regarding the release of captives by force, adding it had 

not succeeded and would not succeed in freeing any of the captives. They would only be 

released, he claimed, through negotiations and the "payment of prices demanded [by 

Hamas]. He claimed "forcing Israel to release 150 Palestinian women and children from 

prisons is the fruit of the heroism of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades and the resistance 

[terrorist operatives]," and a step towards fulfilling their promise to empty Israeli prisons of 

all Palestinian prisoners (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, November 25, 2023 ). 

 Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, claimed that all the agreements for 

the prisoner exchange deal had so far been conducted as arranged. He said the mediators 

were trying to extend the humanitarian ceasefire and they were responding positively. Israel, 

he claimed, was trying to manipulate the names and the criteria of in the deal (al-Arabi, 

November 25, 2023). 

 Taher al-Nunu, Isma'il Haniyeh's media advisor, claimed Israel had violated the terms of 

the agreement and did not comply with the clauses concerning the entry of the trucks, with 

the criteria agreed upon for the release of the prisoners, and had opened fire in more than one 

place in Gaza, which led to the death of two Palestinians. He said Israel's non-compliance with 

providing aid to northern Gaza would threaten the entire agreement. Meanwhile, he claimed 

they were "open and ready for serious discussions" to reach new agreements through the 

mediators (al-Jazeera, November 25, 2023). 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan claimed that Israel was violating the agreement by 

shooting at Palestinians, blocking aid trucks that were supposed to reach the north and by 

"manipulating" the release of Palestinian prisoners. He claimed that endangered the 

agreement and they had informed the mediators of the "violations." He also claimed they 

were committed to the agreement as long as Israel abided by it (Hamas Telegram channel, 

November 25, 2023). 

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 

 The interviews given by senior PIJ terrorists were dominated by the narrative that that Israel 

was forced to submit to the terms of the "resistance" and agree to a ceasefire and an exchange 

deal. For example, Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, claimed the ceasefire made it 

clear that Israel had suffered losses and "had to withdraw." He said the remaining abductees, 

including the soldiers and officers, would not be released until all the prisoners had been 

released. He claimed the "firm stance of the 'resistance' fighters and their fighting on the 
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ground" would force Israel to make an exchange deal that would include the release of all 

Palestinian prisoners under the rubric of "all in exchange for all." He added that Israel would 

have to agree to the rehabilitation [of the Gaza Strip] and other political conditions that would 

open up important political horizons for the Palestinians and their freedom. He praised the 

involvement of the "resistance" in Iraq, Yemen and Syria and specifically mentioned 

Hezbollah and claimed that they "inflicted a mortal blow" on Israel and caused "settlers" to 

leave their "settlements" [i.e., the residents of the cities, towns and villages in Israel's north]. 

He said the objectives Israel had stated at the beginning of the "aggression" still existed and 

therefore they had to continue to fight because Israel would not stop its "aggression" after the 

pause in the fighting and was expected to be cause more bloodshed (Paltoday Telegram 

channel, November 24, 2023; PIJ media information Telegram channel, November 24, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ziad al-Nakhla's speech. In the background is part of Qur'an Surah 9, al-Tawbah, verse 52, 
"Wait, we are waiting with you" (al-Arabi TV YouTube channel, November 24, 2023) 

 Responses from other PIJ senior terrorist operatives: 

 Abu Hamza, spokesperson for the PIJ's military-terrorist wing, said they were 

committed to stopping "military operations" during the humanitarian ceasefire, which 

would be in effect as long as Israel adhered to it. He warned that "any violation will be 

met with an appropriate response." He praised the "Palestinian struggle" and the 

"resistance" against Israel during the past 48 days, thanked the "resistance forces" in 

Lebanon, Iraq and Yemen for assisting in the campaign and encouraged them to 

continue (al-Aqsa, November 24, 2023). 

 Ali Abu Shahin, a member of the PIJ's political bureau and head of the PIJ's media 

information department, said they had no problem in principle regarding talks about 

additional truces or extending the current one, but they were for the future, although it 

also depended on "Israel's behavior." He said they would see how successful this truce 

was, and then it would be possible to talk about additional humanitarian truces for 

completing the exchange of civilian abductees. He added that the captured soldiers 



7 

241-23 

were a different matter and that had "a different price" (al-Jazeera Mubasher X account 

and Telegram channel, November 23, 2023). 

 Ahsan Ataya, a member of the PIJ's political bureau and the organization's 

representative in Lebanon, said there could be Israeli civilian abductees who were still 

being held by the "resistance" and had not been counted, so it was possible that the 

ceasefire would be extended, based on further negotiations regarding the exchange of 

these abductees (al-Jadeed TV X account, November 24, 2023). 

 Ahsan Ataya, in a phone conversation with Muhammad Safa, emphasized in a 

telephone conversation with Muhammad Safa, the chairman of the al-Khayam Center 

for the Rehabilitation of Torture Victims, claimed that after the civilian abductee phase 

had been completed, negotiations would take place fora comprehensive exchange 

deal, including the bodies of the prisoners and "resistance" fighters (Lebanese news 

agency al-Wataniya, November 24, 2023). 

 Abu Samer Musa, responsible for the PIJ connections in Lebanon, claimed that this 

ceasefire could be followed by further ceasefires, as the Palestinian resistance had 

"strong cards" in terms of the number of Israeli prisoners. He emphasized that no 

military prisoner would be released except through an exchange deal (al-Alam TV 

website, November 25, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Arabic reads, "Temporary ceasefire..." (al-Quds al-Arabi, November 24, 2023) 

 The PIJ said in a statement that its leadership was following "Israel's behavior," and 

would not hesitate to take any step to prevent manipulation or evasion of the deal. The 

announcement claimed the "resistance" was in control and was conducting the 

campaign in the military or political field with complete confidence and determination 

(PIJ media information office Telegram channel, November 25, 2023). 

 Regarding the release of the Thais, a "knowledgeable" Egyptian source reported that 

at the request of the Thai government, Iran had played a partial role in the mediation 
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regarding the prisoners held by Hamas. The source stated that Iran had provided the 

Thai government with information about the condition of 23 captive Thai citizens, and 

that Hamas said it would release them unconditionally through Iranian mediation. He 

also emphasized that Hamas insisted it would not allow the Red Cross to visit captives 

who would not be released in the current deal (al-Araby al-Jadeed, November 23, 2023). 

The Iranian embassy in Thailand said that at Thailand's request, Iran had provided 

Hamas officials with a list of Thai prisoners and asked for their release, and that ten of 

them had been released (Iranian embassy in Thailand Telegram channel, November 25, 

2023). Hamas announced that the release of the citizens of Thailand had been made 

possible by the efforts of the president of Turkey (Hamas Telegram channel, November 

25, 2023). 

 

 

The Combat Arena 
 Before the temporary pause in the fighting went into effect, IDF forces continued destroying 

terrorist targets on land, in the air and at sea and located and searched suspicious buildings 

while encountering terrorists. The forces also destroyed a large number of tunnels whose 

routes was located in recent days (IDF spokesperson, November 24, 2023). 

 Among the centers of activity: 

 Shifa Hospital: IDF forces destroyed the routes of underground tunnels and a number 

of tunnel shafts in the hospital area, discovering that Hamas had used many resources, 

including electricity and fuel, to maintain the tunnel system it constructed under the 

hospital, and stored large quantities of weapons in and around the complex. IDF forces 

detained the hospital director when he tried to move to the southern Gaza Strip (IDF 

spokesperson, November 23 and 24, 2023). Correspondent Mahmoud Abu Salama, 

reporting from the hospital complex on November 26, 2023, noted that it had been 

completely abandoned, with neither patients nor displaced Gazans sheltering there 

(QudsN account X, November 26, 2023). 
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The IDF blows up the tunnels under Shifa Hospital (IDF spokesperson, November 24, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Reporting from Shifa Hospital (QudsN X account, November 26, 2023) 

 Northern Gaza Strip: On the outskirts of Jabalia, IDF fighters located the shafts of 

terrorist tunnels, one of which was located inside a mosque. Additional shafts were 

found connected to the electrical network of the buildings belonging to senior Hamas 

terrorists. Rocket launchers and weapons were found in an orchard near the mosque. 

In a building linked to another senior Hamas terrorist, weapons were found in the 

bedrooms and under the beds of his children. A large quantity of weapons and 

documents dealing with operational plans were found (IDF spokesperson, November 

23, 2023). 
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Rocket launch positions located (IDF spokesperson, November 23, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The weapons found under children's beds (IDF spokesperson, November 23, 2023) 

Rocket fire  

 Since the announcement of the temporary pause in the fighting, no launches have been 

detected from the Gaza Strip at Israeli territory, with the exception of a few rockets fired at the 

area surrounding Gaza near the time the cease-fire took effect. 

 On the evening of November 25, 2023, in the evening hours, an Israeli Air Force fighter jet 

intercepted an unmanned aircraft in the Red Sea area which was en route to Israeli territory. 

Earlier, interceptors were launched at two suspicious aerial targets in the area; the incident 

ended. It might have been a false identification, which is being investigated. No penetrations 

into Israeli territory were detected (IDF spokesperson, November 25, 2023). 

Israeli casualties 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 392 of them soldiers and officers; 195 civilian 

and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 
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The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

 The Hamas media information bureau in Gaza reported that as of 8 p.m., November 23, 2023, 

the number of dead stood at 14,854 and the number of wounded at 36,000 (Facebook page of 

the Hamas government media information bureau in Gaza, November 23, 2023). 

 A "knowledgeable source" said that Muhammad Ibrahim Hamada, a member of the 

Hamas media information bureau and spokesperson on the issue of Jerusalem, was killed 

in Jabaliya in the northern Gaza Strip. According to the source, he was killed several days 

earlier. Hamada, originally from Sur Bahr in Jerusalem, was released in the Gilad Shalit 

exchange deal and deported to the Gaza Strip (Shehab Telegram channel, November 25, 2023; 

Quds Press, November 25, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Muhammad Hamada (Quds Press , November 25, 2023) 

 On November 25, 2023, Farsan Mahmoud Khalifa was reported killed in an Israeli attack in 

the Gaza Strip a few days ago. Khalifa, who was originally from the Shams refugee camp in 

Tulkarm, was released in the Gilad Shalit exchange deal after serving nine years in prison in 

Israel; he was deported to the Gaza Strip (Shehab Telegram channel, November 25, 2023; 

Farsan Khalifa's X account). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Farsan Khalifa (Shehab Telegram channel, November 25, 2023). Left: Khalifa with Saleh 
al-'Arouri (Farsan Khalifa's X account, August 5, 2018) 
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 The Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades, Hamas military-terrorist wing, announced the death of four 

commanders: 

 Ahmed al-Ghandour (Abu Anas), a member of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades' 

"military council" and commander of the Northern Gaza Brigade; Wa'el Rajab; Rafat 

Salman and Ayman Siam. No information was given about the circumstances of their 

deaths (Palinfo , November 26, 2023). According to the social media, Wa'el Rajab (Abu 

Suhib) was the commander of the Beit Lahia Brigades (X account of @rozbah313, 

November 26, 2023); Ayman Siam (Abu Alaz) was the commander of the artillery and 

rocket brigade in the Gaza Strip (X account of Bilal Nizar Riyan, November 26, 2023); and 

Rafat Salman (Abu Abdallah) was the deputy commander of the Northern Gaza Brigade 

and the commander of the Suhil Ziyada battalion in the east of the Jabaliya refugee 

camp (Bilal Nizar Riyan's account X, November 26, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Ahmed al-Ghandour (Bilal Nizar Riyan's account X, November 26, 2023). Left: Al-Ghandour 
Yahya al-Sinwar (Facebook page of photojournalist Anas al-Sharif, August 15, 2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Wa'el Rajab (X account of @rozbah313, November 26, 2023). Left: Rafat Salman (Bilal 
Nizar Riyan's account X, November 26, 2023)  
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The four funerals in the northern Gaza Strip (Bilal Nizar Riyan's account X, November 26, 2023)  

 The IDF reported the killing of Omar Abu Jallah, the commander of the Hamas 

naval force in Khan Yunis, and another naval force terrorist operative. Abu Jallah was 

a senior operative in the naval force and involved from the beginning of the fighting in 

dispatching a number of naval attacks which were prevented (IDF spokesperson, 

November 23, 2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

 The announcement of the pause in the fighting led to crowding in the markets, where Gazans 

went to stock up on equipment and food (QudsN account X, November 25, 2023). There was 

heavy congestion at gas stations as drivers lined up to fill jerrycans and the gas tanks of their 

cars (QudsN X account, 26 November 26,2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: A market in Gaza (QudsN X account, November 25, 2023). Left: Waiting to buy gas 
 (QUDSN X account, November 26, 2023) 

 Many residents who evacuated to the southern Gaza Strip returned to their homes in Gaza 

City and the northern Gaza Strip. According to reports IDF forces shot and injured several of 

them (QudsN account X, November 24, 2023). 
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Residents trying to return to their houses (Wafa, November 24, 2023) 

 Lolwah Al-Khater, the Qatari minister for international cooperation, arrived through the 

Rafah Crossing for an official visit to the Gaza Strip. Her visit was the first visit of an Arab official 

to Gaza since the beginning of the war. She was accompanied by Wa'el Hardan, deputy 

chairman of Qatar's National Committee for the Reconstruction of Gaza (Shehab X account, 

November 26, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lolwah Al-Khater visits Gaza (Shehab X account, November 26, 2023) 

The Rafah Crossing 

 Once the pause in the fighting went into effect, trucks carrying humanitarian aid began 

entering the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing (al-Qahera TV, November 24, 2023). On 

November 24, 2023, 200 trucks entered the Strip bringing food, water, medical equipment, 

etc. (Israeli Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories, November 24, 2023). 

Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan claimed that on November 24-25, 340 aid trucks 

entered the Strip, of which 65 went to the northern Gaza Strip, less than half of what was 

agreed upon (al-Jazeera TV Telegram channel, November 25, 2023). 
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Trucks carrying enter the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing 
 (Wafa YouTube channel, November 25, 2023) 

 Yahya al-Sarraj, mayor of Gaza City, claimed that the amount of fuel reaching Gaza was 

insufficient and called for more fuel to be supplied today. He also claimed that only a small 

number of trucks had arrived in the northern Gaza Strip, and said he hoped that about 200 

trucks would arrive in the northern Gaza Strip (aljazeera.net, November 26, 2023). 

 The Red Cross delivered a truck carrying medical aid to Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis, 

including medical equipment for emergency treatment of the wounded and equipment for 

operating rooms (Red Cross in "Palestine" Facebook page in Arabic, November 25, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Transfer of equipment to Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis (Red Cross in "Palestine" Facebook page 
in Arabic, November 25, 2023) 

Hamas 

 Before the ceasefire went into effect, Ismail Haniyeh, head of the political bureau of 

Hamas, met in Qatar with Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister. Haniyeh 

praised the "resistance fronts" that supported them, especially in Lebanon, Yemen and Iraq, 

and the official and "popular" efforts that strengthened the "firm stance" of the Gaza Strip and 

the Palestinians. Abdollahian welcomed the temporary ceasefire, and noted Iran's position of 

supporting the Palestinian cause. He claimed the United States and Israel had not had any 

achievement in the military field, and therefore had been forced to conduct indirect 
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negotiations with Hamas for a ceasefire and the release of the prisoners. military (Palinfo, 

November 24, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Haniyeh meets with Abdollahian. Senior Hamas terrorists Khalil al-Haya, Zaher Jabarin Izzat al-
Rishq and Bassam Na'im were also present (Roya TV website, November 24, 2023) 

The mood of the Gazans 

 On November 23, 2023, before the temporary pause in the fighting went into effect, a TikTok 

video was published documenting a procession of Gazans waving white flags and chanting, 

"The people want to overthrow Hamas." On one of the flags "We want to live" was written, the 

slogan of the protesters in the past against the Hamas government for the living conditions in 

the Gaza Strip (X account of @A_Alabduljaleel, November 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Demonstration in the Gaza Strip (X account of @A_Alabduljaleel, November 23, 2023) 

 Ma'man al-Natour, who presents himself as a lawyer and one of the founders of the "We went 

to live" initiative, (he has 693 followers), wrote that all the slogans of a "firm stand" being 

spouted by the "leaders" who emigrated from the Gaza Strip were contemptuous of the 

Gazans' suffering. He said that if they had told them that the Sinai Peninsula had been opened 
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for the displaced people of the Gaza Strip, they and he would have gone there immediately, 

and if they had told them that the sea was full of ships to take them to Western countries until 

the end of the war, they would all have gone and never returned. He said whenever he took a 

walk, everyone was saying, "If we live until after the war, I'll emigrate to Europe" ( Ma'man al-

Natour's X account, November 22, 2023). 

 

 

 

The Northern Arena 

Lebanon 

 The announcement of the temporary pause in the fighting apparently led to a significant 

decrease of Hezbollah attacks along the Lebanese. On November 23, 2023, the day before the 

pause, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 22 attacks, including launching guided missiles at 

a house where soldiers were observed and the launch of a Barkan missile (Hezbollah combat 

information unit Telegram channel, November 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: A house in Kibbutz Menara before a guided missile hit. Left: After the attack (Hezbollah 
combat information unit Telegram channel, November 24, 2023) 

 In response, IDF fighter aircraft attacked Hezbollah terrorist targets in Lebanese territory, 

destroying launch positions used to shoot at Israel and military-terrorist sites from which the 

organization operated (IDF spokesperson, November 23, 2023). 
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The IDF attacks Hezbollah targets (IDF spokesperson, November 24, 2023) 

 On November 25, 2023, IDF forces intercepted a surface-to-air missile launched from 

Lebanese territory and targeting an IDF remotely piloted aircraft. The aircraft was not 

damaged and continued its mission. The missile did not cross into Israeli territory. In 

response, Israeli Air Force fighter jets attacked a Hezbollah terrorist facility (IDF spokesperson, 

November 25, 2023). 

Hezbollah casualties 

 Hezbollah announced the death of Yusuf Karam Jawad, aka Haidar, from the village of Aita 

al-Sha'ab in south Lebanon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hezbollah casualty (Hezbollah combat information unit Telegram channel , November 23, 2023) 
 

 Updating the report about five commanders from the Radwan force who were killed in an 

airstrike on November 22, 2023, it was claimed that leaked intelligence revealed their location, 

since their movements were kept secret. It was claimed that intelligence infiltration by spies 

had become more common in south Lebanon, which required strengthening the 

organization's internal security (Beirut News, November 24, 2023). 
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UNIFIL 

 UNIFIL reported that on November 25, 2023, at around 12 noon, a patrol force of the 

organization was attacked by IDF fire at Aitaroun in south Lebanon. According to the report, 

the force was not injured but the vehicle was damaged. UNIFIL called the attack "very 

disturbing" and condemned it, emphasizing the responsibility of the "sides" for the security 

of the organization's forces and their commitment to avoid endangering the people working 

to "restore stability" (UNIFIL Telegram channel, November 25, 2023). 

 Aroldo Lazzaro, UNIFIL commander, said he was concerned about the ongoing escalation 

in the border area, which had already claimed many lives. He added that as a peacekeeping 

force, they "implored" the "sides" to stop the cycle of violence. He said they had to renew their 

commitment to UN Security Council Resolution 1701 and warned that any further escalation 

could have "devastating consequences| (UNIFIL Telegram channel, November 24, 2023). 

Residents of South Lebanon 

The UN Organization for Migration published a report on migration from south Lebanon 

following the escalation on the Israel-Lebanon border. According to the report, so far over 

55,000 Lebanese have left their homes (UN Organization for Migration website, November 23, 

2023). 

Hezbollah 

 After meeting with Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah secretary general, Senior Hamas terrorist 

Osama Hamdan said he told Nasrallah that Hamas was satisfied with the functioning of its 

allies and the pressure that Hezbollah exerted in south Lebanon, which has a "great effect" on 

Israel. He claimed the pressure had brought 100,000 Israeli soldiers to the northern front and 

the actions of Hezbollah, Yemen and Iraq had sent Israel the message that if it continued it 

would find itself in a confrontation with the whole world. He said they could expect "an 

important event in a few weeks" ("two weeks," according to the channel X account) that 

would "end the aggression." Hamdan claimed that the October 7 attack proved that 

Palestinian rights "still existed" and were "legitimate" [sic], adding that after the war Israel 

would be able to negotiate only with Hamas (MTV channel website, November 23, 2023; MTV 

channel X account, November 23, 2023; X account of the program "It's about time," November 

23, 2023). 
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 Hashem Safi al-Din, chairman of Hezbollah's Executive Council, praised the actions of the 

"resistance" in south Lebanon and its contribution to Lebanon and the Gaza Strip. He 

emphasized that the events in the Palestinian territories would make the "resistance" in the 

entire region intensify to face the enemy (Radio al-Nur, November 26, 2023). 

Lebanese government 

 Najib Mikati, Lebanese prime minister, met in Istanbul with Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 

president of Turkey. Erdogan noted the need to achieve a permanent ceasefire in the Gaza 

Strip and stop military activity as a prelude to permanent peace. He also said he hoped the 

"truce" would continue so that peace would prevail in Lebanon. Mikati said that they trusted 

the efforts of friendly countries to resolve the existing crisis and work for peace and tranquility 

in south Lebanon (al-Nashra, November 25, 2023). 

 Josep Borrell, the EU's foreign minister, met in Brussels with Abdallah Bou Habib, the 

Lebanese foreign minister. Burrell said the EU was committed to supporting Lebanon's 

stability and security (Joseph Burrell's X account, November 24, 2023). Habib announced that 

he had invited Burrell to visit Lebanon and thanked him for his speech before the European 

Parliament and his political approach towards the Gaza Strip (Lebanese foreign ministry X 

account, November 24, 2023). 

 

 

Judea and Samaria 

Preventive and counterterrorism activities  

  The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities throughout Judea and 

Samaria. Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, about 2,000 wanted Palestinians 

have been detained, including about 1,100 Hamas operatives (IDF spokesperson’s website, 

November 26, 2023). 

  On November 24, 2023, Israeli security forces operated in the village of Rumana (near Jenin) 

and demolished the home of Kamel Abu Bakr, who carried out the shooting attack in Tel 

Aviv on August 5, 2023, killing an Israeli. 
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Right: Demolition of the terrorist's house. Left: A lathe found which was used for manufacturing 
weapons (IDF spokesperson, November 24, 2023) 

 Israeli security forces operated in the Jenin refugee camp . There were exchanges of fire with 

armed Palestinians. Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked an armed squad. Five Palestinians were 

killed and 21 wanted Palestinians were detained, including Hamas operative Osama Issa 

Muhammad Bani Fadl, a resident of Aqraba (southeast of Nablus), suspected of carrying out 

the shooting attack in Hawwara on August 19, 2023, killing a father and son. The forces located 

and destroyed a laboratory for manufacturing IEDs and seized weapons and ammunition (IDF 

spokesperson’s website, November 26, 2023). The Palestinians reported five dead and 14 

wounded. Among those killed  was  As'ad al-Damaj, 33, a senior commander in the PIJ's 

military-terrorist wing (Ma'an, November 26, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Weapons and a Hamas flag seized in the hiding place of the terrorist who carried out the 
shooting attack in Hawwara (IDF Spokesperson's X account, November 26, 2023) 

 The PIJ announced the death of As'ad al-Damaj, a senior commander in its military-terrorist 

wing, stressing that the IDF was escalating its "war of annihilation" against the Palestinians, 

their land and property, and that events in the West Bank were not far from the aggression in 

Gaza. The PIJ stressed that it would deal with this war everywhere, and that the Palestinians 
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would not surrender and would fight with all the means at their disposal (PIJ’s Information 

Bureau Telegram channel, November 26, 2023). 

 The Palestinians reported that in clashes during an Israeli security force activity in Qabatiya, 

a Palestinian doctor, Shamekh Abu al-Rab, son of Kamal Abu al-Rab, acting governor of the 

Jenin district, was killed (Shehab, November 25, 2023). A delegation of senior Fatah figures, 

headed by Mahmoud al-Aloul, deputy Fatah chairman, paid a condolence visit to his family in 

Qabatiya (Wafa, November 25, 2023). 

Solidarity with the Gaza Strip  

 In accordance with Hamas’ calls, on November 24 and 25, 2023, marches were held 

throughout Judea and Samaria in support of the Gaza Strip, and receptions were held for the 

released prisoners (Hurriya News, November 24, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: A procession in Hebron (QudsN X account, November 24, 2023). Left: Reception for the 
first group of released Palestinian prisoners (Palestine Post X account, November 24, 2023) 

  

Palestinian Authority  

  Mahmoud Abbas, chairman of the Palestinian Authority, met with British Foreign 

Secretary David Cameron. Abbas stressed that the aggression in the Gaza Strip, Judea and 

Samaria and the "genocide" had to stop. He reiterated the complete rejection of uprooting 

Palestinians from their homes, noting that the Gaza Strip was an integral part of the 

"Palestinian state." He called on Britain to recognize the "State of Palestine" and to support 

its efforts to gain full membership in the UN (Wafa, November 24, 2023). PA Prime Minister 

Muhammad Shtayyeh also met with British Foreign Secretary David Cameron and stressed 

the need to move from a temporary ceasefire to a permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip 

(Muhammad Shtayyeh’s Facebook page, November 24, 2023). 
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 Previously, Mahmoud Abbas had met with the Spanish and Belgian prime ministers to 

discuss "the latest developments in the occupied Palestinian land, especially in the Gaza 

Strip" (Wafa, November 23, 2023). 

The issue of re-detaining Palestinian prisoners released in 
the deal 
 Palestinian Authority officials are concerned that the day after the release of the Palestinian 

prisoners as part of the abductees’ deal, they will be re-detained by Israeli security forces. 

Following are a number of statements on the subject (AWP News Agency, November 25, 2023): 

  Zaher Jabarin, in charge of Hamas' prisoners' portfolio, said that in addition to 

the terms of the agreement, according to which the prisoners released would not be 

detained again on the same charges on the basis of which they had been detained, they 

had received assurances for that from the Qatari, Egyptian and American mediators. 

Jabarin noted that the main objective of capturing the soldiers was to bring about the 

release of the prisoners. According to him, the movement has spoken with mediators 

and the International Committee of the Red Cross about the need to return the situation 

in Israeli prisons to the situation before October 7. 

 Hisham Qassem, a senior Hamas terrorist (presented by Hamas as a senior figure in 

the movement's leadership "abroad"), said they had no faith in the Israelis regarding 

compliance with agreements because Israel was working to drown them in red tape, 

procrastination, delays, and non-implementation of the agreements. According to him, 

the issue of not re-detaining the prisoners after the end of the war in Gaza was raised 

with mediators in Egypt, Qatar and the United States, and the clauses of the agreement 

include what obligates Israel to do so. 

  Qadoura Fares, head of the Palestinian Commission for Detainees and Ex-

Prisoners’ Affairs, said that during the negotiations on the Shalit exchange deal, a 

mistake occurred when the Palestinian negotiator did not pay attention to the 

importance of issuing an order from the military commander of the area granting 

amnesty to all released prisoners tried in military courts in Israel, as well as issuing a 

pardon from the president of the State of Israel to those tried in civilian courts. He added 

that in this deal, those conducting the negotiations had paid attention to this part so 

that Israel would not be able to re-detain those it released based on their previous files. 
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The prisoner exchange deal is a Palestinian achievement vis-à-vis Israel. Arabic: "The prisoners' 

release deal" (al-Quds al-Arabi, November 25, 2023) 

 
 

 

Iran 
  Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, met with his Qatari counterpart, 

Mohammad bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, to discuss developments in the Palestinian arena and 

the region (Fars, November 23, 2023). On November 25, he spoke with his Turkish counterpart, 

Hakan Fidan. He said the "crimes of the occupation" against the Palestinian people in the 

Gaza Strip and the West Bank had to stop and Iran, Turkey and the other Muslim countries 

had to take more significant steps to defend the Palestinian people (Mehr, November 25, 

2023). 

  Hossein Salami, commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), told a 

conference of members of the IRGC's Basij wing in the Yazd province that Israel's defeat in the 

war in the Gaza Strip proved that Israel was even closer to collapse than could have been 

imagined. He said the young Palestinians had won and would win in the future as well, and 

the "Zionist regime" itself was convinced it would not be able to hold out in this country (Mehr, 

November 23, 2023). 

  Abdolrahim Mousavi, chief of staff of the Iranian army, said at a ceremony in Tehran that 

Operation al-Aqsa Storm was an unprecedented event in the 75 years of the Palestinians' 

struggle, proving that Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei was accurate when he predicted 

that Israel would cease to exist within 25 years. He noted the Zionists had tried for years to 

cause the Palestinians to be forgotten, but the war had turned Palestine into the world's 

foremost issue. Israel experienced a humiliating defeat, managed to achieve nothing, suffered 
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heavy losses, and did not even succeed in detaining Hamas leaders. He said it had been forced 

to agree to a ceasefire and the initiative was now in the hands of Hamas (ISNA, November 26, 

2023). 

  Nasser Kanani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, welcomed the temporary 

ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, saying it was the first step on the way to victory and a complete 

cessation of Israel's "war crimes" and the result of more than 45 days of steadfastness of the 

people fighting in Palestine and the historic struggle of the "resistance" fighters. He said Iran 

was continuing its efforts and diplomatic consultations to bring about a full ceasefire. He 

added that the Palestinian people had proven that they would determine their fate both on 

the battlefield and in the political arena (ISNA, November 23, 2023). 

  Ali Shamkhani, political advisor to the Supreme Leader of Iran and former secretary of 

the Supreme National Security Council, presented the ceasefire in Gaza as an Israeli failure. 

He noted that even after 50 days of "racist killings," Prime Minister Netanyahu had not 

succeeded in achieving any of his goals and that this was a complete failure for him. He said 

Hamas had not been destroyed, Hamas' military infrastructure, especially the tunnels, was 

still active, and the Israeli prisoners had not been released, but exchanged (Ali Shamkhani's X 

account, November 24, 2023).  

Attack on a cargo ship  

 "Exclusive sources" reported that an Israeli cargo ship was attacked in the Arabian Sea on 

the night of November 23, 2023, a few hours before the pause in the fighting in the Gaza Strip 

went into effect, and that a fire broke out when the ship was hit (al-Mayadeen, November 25, 

2023). According to an American official, on November 24, 2023, the CMA CGM SYMI container 

ship owned by an Israeli citizen was attacked. According to him, the ship, which bears the flag 

of Malta, was allegedly attacked by an Iranian Shahed 136 drone in the Indian Ocean. The 

aircraft exploded, damaging the ship, and the ship's crew was intact (AP, November 25, 2023). 

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 

Iraq and Syria  

  The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for an attack on an American Army base 

in the Al-Omar and Koniko oil field in Syria, two attacks against the Ayn al-Assad base and two 

attacks against a base near Erbil Airport (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, November 23, 

2023). 
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 Saberin News, a Telegram channel affiliated with the pro-Iranian militias in Iraq, published 

an infographic with data on the activity of the Islamic Resistance in Iraq against American 

targets in Syria and Iraq and against targets in Israel between October 18, 2023, and November 

23, 2023. According to the infographic, the organization carried out 71 attacks during this 

period, according to the following division (Islamic Resistance in Iraq Telegram channel, 

November 23, 2023). 

  In Iraq, 34 attacks were carried out: 17 against the Ayn al-Assad base in western 

Iraq, including 15 by drones and four rocket launches; 16 attacks against the Al-Harir 

base in the Erbil region, during which 31 drones were launched; and one IED attack 

against a convoy in Mosul. 

 In Syria, 34 attacks were carried out: seven against the Al-Tanf base in southern 

Syria, during which 13 drones were launched; five rocket launches against the Koniko 

base in the Deir ez-Zor area; eight attacks against the al-Shadadi base in the al-Hasakah 

area, northeastern Syria, during which seven drones were launched and three rocket 

launches were carried out; three against the Kharab al-Jir base, during which seven 

drones were launched and three rocket launches were carried out; 11 against Al-Burkan, 

Al-Malikiya, Tal al-Bidar, al-Qarya al-Khadra and the Omar oil field, where 17 drones 

were launched.  

 Against "Occupied Palestine" (Israel): Three attacks, two against Eilat by launching 

rockets/missiles and one on the shores of the Dead Sea with two drones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The infographic reviewing Islamic Resistance activity 
 (the Islamic Resistance in Iraq Telegram channel, November 23, 2023) 
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 Iraqi Interior Minister Abd al-Amir al-Shammari noted that Iraq had thwarted attacks 

against American bases and that Iraqi forces had seized rocket launchers directed at American 

bases. He also said Baghdad was committed to defending the diplomatic missions in the 

country and the Iraqi forces controlled all areas of the country to prevent attacks on 

neighboring countries (al-Arabiya, November 25, 2023). 

 Qais al-Khazali, secretary general of the Asa'ib Ahl al-Haqq militia, said the truce was a 

Palestinian victory and proved that Israel could not eliminate Hamas as it claimed. He said the 

Iraqi resistance supported the Palestinian people and would not remain passive considering 

the "crimes against it" (Qais al-Khazali's X account, November 25, 2023). 

 According to reports, there were differences of opinion among the armed militias in Iraq over 

the question of whether to continue the attacks against American targets during the 

temporary truce in the Gaza Strip. According to "informed Iraqi sources," the militia leaders 

have not yet taken an official position on the issue and are expected to meet to formulate a 

joint position representing the Iraqi resistance. It was also reported that most of the militia 

leaders supported stopping the attacks, partly because of concern about the repercussions of 

the continued attacks during the ceasefire (al-Araby al-Jadeed, November 24, 2023). 

 The day before the ceasefire, Iraqi al-Rabiaa TV announced that the militias had decided to 

halt their military operations at the same time as the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip (Iraqi al-

Rabiaa TV, November 23, 2023). On the other hand, Kazem al-Fartousi, spokesman for the 

Iraqi Sayyid al-Shuhada militia, said the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas did not include 

the Iraqi resistance. That is because, according to him, this is a different situation, of violation 

of Iraqi sovereignty and Popular Mobilization operatives killed, and it is impossible to reach a 

ceasefire without taking responsibility. He noted that no one had contacted them about any 

truce and that all reports about a ceasefire between the Iraqi resistance and the American 

forces were incorrect (Roda, November 24, 2023). 

 Ahmed al-Hamidawi, secretary general of Kata'ib Hezbollah (Hezbollah Brigades), said 

that if the fighting “in Palestine and Lebanon" stopped completely, they would continue to 

reduce their activity. However, he stressed that the confrontations with the forces threatening 

Iraq's sovereignty would not stop. He thanked other Iraqi militias which, he claimed, took part 

in the military activity under the banner of the Islamic resistance in Iraq, including Ansar Allah 

al-Awfiya, the Nujaba movement and the Sayyid al-Shuhada Brigades (Kata'ib Hezbollah 

Telegram channel, November 25, 2023). 
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Yemen 

  Jalal al-Rawishan, Houthi deputy prime minister for defense and security affairs, said 

the truce concerned the Gaza Strip and did not include them, and the decision to close the 

Red Sea to Israel was still valid (al-Mayadeen, November 25, 2023). 

  A joint delegation of Ansar Allah, headed by senior Ansar Allah movement figure Muhammad 

al-Bukhaiti, and the al-Islah party3 visited the Hamas office in Sana'a. During the visit, the 

delegation congratulated Hamas on the victories of the "resistance fighters" in the Gaza Strip, 

forcing Israel to surrender to their conditions. Moadh Abu Shamala, Hamas’ representative 

in Yemen, praised Yemen's high-quality and heroic operations and its military support for the 

resistance by hitting deep inside Israel with missiles, drones and other means. He also praised 

the seizure of the Israeli ship in the Red Sea and stressed its important role in subduing Israel 

to the conditions of the Palestinian resistance (al-Alam TV website, November 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The meeting in Sana'a (al-Alam TV website, November 23, 2023) 

 
 

 

The Arab Arena 

Egypt 

  Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi spoke at an event entitled "Long Live Egypt - the 

People's Response to Solidarity with Palestine" and said that as far as Egypt was concerned, 

the expulsion of Palestinians was a "red line." According to him, Egyptian blood has been 

mixed with Palestinian blood for seven decades, and history and geography have determined 

 
3 Its full name is Yemeni Bloc for Reform. It is a conservative Sunni Islamic party established in 1990 and 
affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood. 
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that Egypt will remain the basis for supporting the struggle of the Palestinian people. He 

added he assured them that they were deciding to move forward in dealing with the crisis 

while insisting on the rights of the Palestinian people (Egyptian president's website, 

November 23, 2023). Jordan's King Abdullah II noted that the position expressed by el-Sisi 

regarding Egypt's refusal to expel Palestinians from their land as a red line, illustrated their 

joint position (King Abdullah II's X account, November 23, 2023). 

  After the visit of the Spanish and Belgian prime ministers to Ramallah, the two met with the 

Egyptian president in Cairo. At a joint press conference held by the three, el-Sisi said they had 

to recognize a Palestinian state and allow it to join the UN and that they were prepared for the 

Palestinian state to be demilitarized and to have a presence of NATO or UN forces, Arab or 

American forces (al-Youm al-Sabaa, November 24, 2023). 

Qatar  

  Majed al-Ansari, spokesman for the Qatari foreign ministry, said they continued to 

closely monitor the situation and maintain close contact with regional and international 

partners to ensure that the ceasefire was fully implemented. He expressed his hope for a 

permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip (Qatari foreign ministry X account, November 24, 2023). 

Bahrain 

 "Various sources" reported that Bahrain was not expected to sever its ties with Israel due to 

the fighting in the Gaza Strip. According to the sources, the parliament's announcement 

earlier this month about severing economic relations with Israel does not reflect government 

policy. According to one of the sources, Bahrain is trying to maintain ties with Israel while 

dealing with public opinion (Reuters, November 24, 2023). 

Saudi Arabia 

  Saudi Defense Minister Khaled bin Salman spoke with his British counterpart, Grant 

Shapps. Bin Salman stressed the importance of a total cessation of military operations, the 

protection of civilians, and the entry of humanitarian aid. The two also reviewed their strategic 

defense partnership and ways to strengthen and develop it (Saudi News Agency, November 

24, 2023). 
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Overview1 
 The deal to release the abductees: On the evening of November 26, the third group of 

abductees held by Hamas was released. It included 13 Israeli women and children, three Thai 

citizens and an Israeli with dual Israeli-Russian citizenship. In return, 39 Palestinian prisoners 

were released. International officials, as well as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 

senior terrorist operatives, are talking about the possibility of extending the pause in the 

fighting in exchange for the release of additional abducted women and children. 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 392 of them soldiers and officers; 177 civilian 

and military abductees are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza 

Strip. 

 The Gaza Strip: Calm prevailed following the pause in the fighting in Gaza and no unusual 

incidents were recorded. 

1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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 The northern sector: The northern border remains quiet. Hezbollah reported that Lebanese 

living near the border were compensated for damages they incurred. 

 Judea and Samaria: Hamas called on the public to participate in a memorial service for the 

operative of the Hamas military-terrorist wing from Tulkarm who was killed in the Gaza Strip. 

A reception was held in Ramallah for the third group of released prisoners. The PIJ 

complained that the IDF was trying to interfere with the reception of the released Palestinian 

prisoners. 

 Iran: Iran said it supported a permanent cease-fire in the Gaza Strip, but claimed it had no 

involvement in the actions of the "resistance groups" [Palestinian terrorist organizations] 

against Israel and the United States, and that "the groups" were not commanded by Iran. The 

deputy commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) claimed that the 

strategic achievements of the war in Gaza were even greater than the tactical achievements. 

 The pro-Iranian militias: There were no attacks by militia operatives against United States 

military bases in Iraq and Syria. In Yemen, an attempt was made by the Houthis to hijack a 

tanker with connections to Israel. The ship was freed with the help of United States Navy ships 

sailing in the area. 

The Pause in the Fighting and the Release of the 
Abductees 

 On the evening of November 26, 2023, an additional 13 abducted children and women were 

returned to Israel through the center of the Gaza Strip. Three Thai citizens and an Israeli citizen 

with Russian citizenship were returned through the Rafah Crossing. Hamas announced it had 

released one captive who holds Russian citizenship in response to the efforts of Russian 

President Vladimir Putin and in light of his support for the Palestinian issue (Hamas Telegram 

channel, November 26, 2023). In exchange for the return of the abductees, 39 Palestinian 

prisoners were released from Israeli jails. 

 International bodies, as well as the Palestinian terrorist organizations, are working to extend 

the pause in the fighting. President Joe Biden said the goal was to extend it. Referring to the 

release of the captives, including the little girl with American citizenship, Biden said that they 

expected Hamas would release more Americans, but had no concrete information (Reuters, 

November 26, 2023). 
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 Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, Qatar's prime minister and foreign minister, 

said efforts to extend the ceasefire depended on "Hamas' success in locating more than 40 

additional women and children held in the Strip" by civilians and other "groups" [terrorist 

organizations]. He claimed they still did not have "clear information" regarding Hamas' ability 

to locate the captives and "one of Hamas' goals in extending the truce was to locate them." 

He also said Hamas and the PIJ were discussing the issue (Financial Times, November 26, 

2023). 

Reactions to the pause in the fighting and the release of the 
abductees 
Hamas 
 Hamas claimed it intended to extend the ceasefire for more than four days, through broad 

attempts to increase the number of prisoners to be released (Hamas Telegram channel, 

November 26, 2023). Khalil al-Haya, a member of Hamas' political bureau and head of the 

Hamas office of Arab and Islamic relations, claimed they "had been able" to locate 50 

women and minors under the age of 19 who were being held by Hamas, the PIJ and other 

"organizations," as well as by Gazan families. He claimed that was why they had committed 

to handing over that number of abductees. He claimed that if they found more women and 

children, they would be prepared to hand them over "immediately." Therefore, if after the four 

days they "had managed" to locate more abducted women and children, it would be possible 

to extend it by a day or two. He "hoped" that by November 27, they would have a clear picture 

of additional abductees. He also claimed they were serious about reaching a comprehensive 

prisoner exchange deal (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, November 26, 2023). 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Bassam Na'im stated that on November 26, more aid had entered 

the Gaza Strip than during the first two days of the pause in the fighting, but not as much as 

they expected. He said it had been agreed that at least 200 aid trucks would enter, of which at 

least 50 trucks would go to the northern Gaza Strip, and four fuel tankers and four gas tankers, 

half of them to the north. He claimed Israel had imposed "complicated conditions" regarding 

the inspection of incoming trucks, making it a lengthy, complicated process. Regarding the 

release of the Palestinian prisoners, he claimed that Israel did not release them according to 

seniority as agreed in advance and some of them were not even on the list of 150 women and 

children sent to the mediators. Regarding the extension of the pause in the fighting, he 

claimed it depended on "whether or not they had any more abducted civilians," and was 
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related to the situation on the ground. He claimed the delivery of the abductees in a different 

place every evening indicated they were not being held in one place or with one "group," and 

Hamas "needed time" to locate them (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, November 27, 

2023). 

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 

 Senior PIJ terrorist Daoud Shehab said that extending the "humanitarian truce" in the Gaza 

Strip was subject to the assessment of the "Palestinian resistance" [terrorist organizations], 

which continuously monitored the progress of the pause and Israel's conduct during it. He 

referred to the [alleged] "Israeli violations" during which several Palestinians had been killed 

and injured, and delays in humanitarian aid's entering the Gaza Strip and its arrival in the 

northern Gaza Strip. Shehab added that in addition to "evaluation and examination," they 

were waiting to see whether the extension of the pause would continue in its current format 

or would change, and he stressed that they would not allow Israel to change the terms. He 

also claimed that first of all, guarantees had to be provided that the "Israeli violations" would 

not be repeated. He also stated that the current pause was specifically related the civilian 

abductees, and that the issue of the military personnel required a different discussion and 

different conditions, and the price Israel paid for the civilian abductees would in no way be 

the price it would have to pay for the military personnel (al-Jazeera TV Facebook page, 

November 26, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Palestinian cartoons highlighting Gaza's victory in freeing the Palestinian prisoners. Left: The 
handcuffs are in the shape of the word "Gaza" in Arabic (al-Quds, November 25, 2023; 

Muhammad Saba'an's Facebook page, November 26, 2023) 
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The Combat Arena 
 During the past day, the pause in the fighting was observed in all sectors in the Gaza Strip. 

Meanwhile, the IDF continues to prepare for the day after the pause and the IDF Chief of Staff 

approved the plans for the continuation of the fighting (IDF spokesperson, November 26, 

2023). 

Rocket fire  

 Since the announcement of the pause in the fighting, no rockets or mortar shells have been 

launched at Israel from the Gaza Strip, with the exception of a few launches at the area 

surrounding Gaza near the time it began. 

Israeli casualties 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 392 of them soldiers and officers; 177 civilian 

and military abductees are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza 

Strip. 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 

 The Hamas government media information bureau in Gaza reported that as of 8 p.m., 

November 23, 2023, the number of dead stood at 14,854 and the number of wounded at 36,000 

(Facebook page of the Hamas government media information bureau in Gaza, November 23, 

2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

 Since the pause in the fighting went into effect, al-Jazeera TV has been conducting an 

extensive campaign to present the destruction in the Gaza Strip "as a result of the aggression 

of the Israeli occupation." In videos from drones and documentation from the ground, the 

network's photographers and reporters show the ruins, and there are interviews with various 

figures in the Gaza Strip who claim "the Gaza Strip has become a disaster area unworthy of 

human life." 
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 Trucks carrying humanitarian aid continue entering the Gaza Strip in accordance with the 

conditions of the pause in the fighting. Adnan Abu Hasna, UNRWA media advisor in the Gaza 

Strip, who was interviewed from the Rafah Crossing, said the situation in the northern Gaza 

Strip was very difficult, and trucks had been sent there. He claimed that to supply the needs 

of the Gaza Strip, 200 trucks had to enter every day for two months. He called for an increase 

in the amount of fuel supplied to UNRWA to enable it to continue providing the Gazans with 

services (Wafa YouTube channel, November 26, 2023). In a conversation with al-Jazeera, he 

said the streets of the Gaza Strip were flooded with sewage which would pollute the beaches 

and spread disease. He added they were concerned that sewage would leak into the 

groundwater, a situation which could not be repaired, and large amounts of fuel had to be 

brought in to supply the Gazans with clean water (al-Jazeera TV, November 27, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Trucks carrying humanitarian aid trucks enter the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing. 
Left: Adnan Abu Hasna interviewed from the Rafah Crossing  

(Wafa YouTube channel, November 26, 2023) 

 

 Meanwhile, the Palestinian media report that residents of the north part of Gaza City are 

taking advantage of the ceasefire to evacuate to the south of the Strip (Wafa YouTube channel, 

November 26, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

from Gaza City continue to evacuate to the south of the Gaza Strip 
 (Wafa YouTube channel, November 26, 2023) 
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 Muhammad al-Da'our, a correspondent for al-Ghad TV in Khan Yunis, reported that many 

residents wanted the pause in the fighting to continue and were very tense as the end of the 

ceasefire approached. He noted that the introduction of humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip 

through the Rafah crossing is continuing, and claimed UNRWA was the central agency in the 

Gaza Strip, receiving the aid and navigating its distribution throughout the Strip. He said that 

for the most part, the aid was distributed to refugees supported by UNRWA and did not reach 

"ordinary Gazans" staying in shelters which do not belong to UNRWA (al-Ghad TV, November 

27, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Al-Ghad TV reporter updates the situation from Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis 
 (Al-Ghad TV, November 27, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Volunteers from the ministry of health in Gaza clean the area around Shifa Hospital (Hassan 
Aslih's X account, November 26, 2023) 

The Rafah Crossing 

 Senior Hamas terrorist operative Bassam Na'im complained about the mechanism for 

bringing humanitarian aid trucks into the Gaza Strip during the pause in the fighting. He said 

the trucks entered the Rafah Crossing, from there they went to the Nitzana crossing for 

inspection by Israel, after which they returned to the Rafah Crossing, where they were 

transferred to the UN, which transferred them to the Palestinian Red Crescent or distributed 
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the aid itself among UNRWA centers. He complained it was a long, complicated process (al-

Jazeera Mubasher TV YouTube channel, November 27, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trucks carrying humanitarian enter the Palestinian side of the Rafah Crossing from Egypt                 

(al-Ghad TV, November 26, 2023) 

 
 

 

The Northern Arena 
Lebanon 

 During the past day the Israel-Lebanon border has been quiet.  

Hezbollah  

  Hassan Fadlallah, a member of Hezbollah's parliamentary faction, said Hezbollah had 

begun to pay compensation to people living in the villages along the border who had been 

directly harmed by the "Zionist aggression," adding that Hezbollah units were operating in 

villages, towns and on the line of fire to assess the damage. He said they had not waited for 

the truce but had been providing health and livelihood assistance around the clock (al-Ahed, 

November 27, 2023). 

The Lebanese government 
  Lebanese interim Prime Minister Najib Mikati said Lebanon wanted peace and they were 

trying to keep Lebanon away from bloody battles. However, he stressed that for the time 

being, the rules of the confrontation on the Lebanon-Israel border remained the same and 

there were no international promises on the issue that they could rely on. He stressed that 

Lebanon fully supported the Palestinians (NAA, November 27, 2023). 
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Syria  

  Pro-Iranian militia fighters in Syria were reportedly moved from the Albukamal area in 

eastern Syria to the south of the country (Ayn al-Furat, November 26, 2023). 

 Sham Radio reported that Israel had attacked the runways of Damascus International 

Airport. It was also reported that the flights that were supposed to land at the airport were 

diverted to airports in Aleppo and Latakia (Radio Sham, al-Watan Telegram channel, 

November 26, 2023). According to a "Syrian military source," at around 3:50 p.m., Israel 

attacked Damascus International Airport and several areas near Damascus from the air. The 

air defense forces reportedly intercepted most of the missiles. According to the report, the 

airport sustained material damage and was put out of commission (SANA, November 26, 

2023). 

 

 

 

Judea and Samaria 

Preventive and counterterrorism activities  

  The Palestinian media reported that during the past day, Israeli security forces had detained 

56 Palestinians throughout Judea and Samaria (Wafa, November 27, 2023). 

Solidarity with the Gaza Strip  

  Hamas called on the public to participate on November 27, 2023, after evening prayers, in a 

memorial ceremony for Farsan Khalifa, Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades operative and jihad 

fighter who was expelled to the Gaza Strip in the Gilad Shalit exchange deal and killed by the 

IDF. The ceremony will take place in the Haifa Hall in the Nur al-Shams refugee camp in 

Tulkarm (social media, November 27, 2023).  
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Farsan Khalifa's father being interviewed at the mourning tent in memory of Khalifamemory set 
up in the Nur al-Shams refugee camp in Tulkarm (al-Fajr TV, November 26, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Farsan Khalifa in uniform and armed (Arkan X account, November 26, 2023). Left: Past 
photo of Khalifa with Yahya al-Sinwar in the Gaza Strip (Amjad X account, November 25, 2023) 

Palestinian Authority  

 PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh said "words could not describe" the destruction 

revealed by the truce, attesting to "the extent of the criminal Israeli killing machine." He said 

the world had to treat the Gaza Strip as a disaster area, for which the State of Israel had to 

bear responsibility. He also welcomed the release of the prisoners and expressions of 

solidarity with the Palestinians, especially the statements made by the prime ministers of 

Spain and Belgium (Wafa, November 26, 2023). 

  Muhammad Shtayyeh met with Lindsay Hoyle, speaker of the British Parliament, to discuss 

presenting the proposal to the British government, calling for a ceasefire without restrictions 

and an end to "the aggression against the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip, Judea and 

Samaria.” He called for an end to attempts to forcibly uproot the Gazans in the north and for 

keeping Israel from occupying the Gaza Strip or cutting off parts of it. He called on the British 

House of Commons to persuade the British government to recognize the Palestinian state 

(Wafa, November 26, 2023). 
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Mohammed Shtayyeh meets with British House of Commons Speaker Lindsay Hoyle 
(Muhammad Shtayyeh's Facebook page, November 26, 2023) 

 

 Jibril Rajoub, secretary of Fatah's Central Committee, said at a press conference in 

Kuwait that what happened on October 7 was "an earthquake and an unprecedented event" 

and part of the 75-year "defensive war" waged by the Palestinian people. He expressed hope 

that the current truce would turn into a complete ceasefire and serve as a road map for 

resolving the Palestinian issue. Referring to Hamas, Rajoub said that although "political 

Islam" headed by Hamas was part of their social and political fabric, they should not lose what 

they had, such as a state and a legitimate representative, stressing that they were "a project 

of liberation rather than martyrdom" (al-Qabas, November 26, 2023). 

Return of released prisoners 

  The PIJ complained that the IDF was trying to interfere with the reception of released 

Palestinian prisoners by using force and dispersing crowds. According to the organization, 

Israel was attempting to hide its defeat and political and military failure (PIJ Telegram 

channel, November 26, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reception in Ramallah for the third group of released Palestinian prisoners. Calls of thanks to 

Gaza were heard (Palestine Post X account, November 26, 2023) 
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Iran 
  Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi spoke with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan to 

discuss Israel's attacks in Gaza, the delivery of humanitarian aid to the Gazans and efforts to 

establish a permanent ceasefire. Raisi said it was the Palestinian people who had to decide 

the future of the Gaza Strip through Hamas, which was its legal and legitimate government, 

and that the United States had no right to intervene and decide for the residents of the Gaza 

Strip (Iranian president's website, November 26, 2023). Erdoğan said Turkey would continue 

to work to make the temporary ceasefire in the Gaza Strip permanent (Anadolu News, 

November 26, 2023). 

  Nasser Kanani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, said at his weekly press 

conference that Iran wanted a permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and a complete cessation 

of the "crimes of the Zionist regime" against the Gazans. He once again accused the United 

States of providing military and political support for Israel, including by supplying equipment 

and weapons from its military bases in the region. He claimed the United States was trying to 

achieve by political means what could not be achieved by military means, but the Palestinian 

people would not allow it or Israel to realize their "illegitimate goals" and would determine its 

own fate. Kanani also said Iran was not involved in the activities of the "resistance groups" 

[terrorist organizations] against Israel and the United State, claiming they did not operate 

under Iranian command (Fars, November 27, 2023). 

  Ali Fadavi, deputy commander of the IRGC, told a conference in Tehran that the strategic 

achievements of the war in the Gaza Strip for the "resistance" were even greater than its 

tactical achievements. He claimed more than a million Israelis had left their homes as a result 

of the war and 92% of the world's population had demonstrated against the "Zionists" 

(Tasnim, November 27, 2023). 

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq and Syria  
  Jawad al-Talibawi, military spokesman for the Asa'ib Ahl al-Haqq militia, attacked 

Kata'ib Hezbollah’s announcement in which the militia declared it was reducing its activities 

until the end of the truce in the Gaza Strip, claiming it was disappointing. He also claimed the 

militia violated the secrecy of the resistance activity, considered an important element, 

because it enumerated the militias taking part in the attacks against the American forces but 
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did not mention Asa'ib Ahl al-Haqq. According to him, even though whoever wrote the 

announcement knew the situation on the ground, it was strange that he decided to mention 

the names of certain organizations and omit the names of others, stressing that they hoped 

they would not encounter such statements again (the military spokesman's Telegram 

channel, November 26, 2023). 

Yemen 

  On November 26, 2023, it was reported that the Houthi movement had hijacked a tanker 

called Central Park, which had connections to Israel while sailing under the Liberian flag (AP, 

November 26, 2023). The British Army Shipping Organization (UKMTO) announced that two 

small vessels carrying eight people dressed in military uniforms approached the ship on both 

sides south of the coast of Aden in Yemen. It was also reported that the ship and its crew were 

safe (the Shipping Organization X account, November 26, 20203). 

  It was reported that the ship had been diverted towards the coast of Aden and that the 

American Navy had acted on the issue (Agence France-Presse, November 26, 2023). "Two 

American sources" reported that an American Navy vessel had responded to a distress call 

from the tanker Central Park and taken care of its safety and release (Reuters, November 26, 

2023). A Yemeni military source also reported that an American naval force had regained 

control of the Central Park (Sputnik, November 26, 2023).  

 The American Army Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that at around 1:41 a.m. Yemen 

time, two ballistic missiles had been fired from Houthi-controlled areas in Yemen at the 

American destroyer Mason and the ship Central Park, which was linked to Israel. CENTCOM 

also noted that the missiles had landed in the Gulf of Aden, about 16 kilometers (about 8.6 

nautical miles) from the ships. The ship and its crew suffered no damage or casualties. 

CENTCOM Commander Michael Kurilla said that securing the maritime sphere was vital to the 

stability of the region and they would continue to work with their allies to ensure the security 

of international shipping lanes (CENTCOM X channel, November 27, 2023). 
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The Arab Arena 

Conference of human rights organizations in Algeria 

  Jurists from a number of countries and representatives of international human rights 

organizations arrived in Algeria to participate in an international conference entitled "Justice 

for the Palestinian People," which will promote the prosecution of Israeli leaders at the 

International Criminal Court (ICC) and courts of various countries for "war crimes in the Gaza 

Strip." Palestinian, Jordanian and Lebanese representatives are supposed to take part in the 

conference, as well as Gilles Devers, a lawyer who reportedly recruited 500 lawyers from 

around the world to represent the Palestinians in the ICC against Israel's alleged "genocide 

and war crimes" in the Gaza Strip (Rai al-Youm, November 26, 2023).  

 Attorney Gilles Devers is a Frenchman born in 1956, blogger, teacher-researcher and lecturer 

and member of the Lyon Bar Association. He is one of the speakers of a group of 350 NGOs 

represented by 40 lawyers responsible for handling a war crimes petition to the ICC. He 

represented the PA before the ICC during Operation Cast Lead (2008-2009). He claimed that 

after the PA had given him the mandate to file a complaint on its behalf, he filed another 

complaint against Israel in July 2014, on behalf of the PA justice minister regarding the events 

of Operation Protective Edge.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The lawyer at a demonstration in Lyon against the "siege" of the Gaza Strip  
(YouTube, August 6, 2014) 

 

 

 
2 For further information, see the ITIC's Information Bulletin from July 4, 2023, "Hamas operatives seek 
to prosecute Israel in the International Criminal Court in The Hague." 
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Jordan 

  Jordanian Prime Minister Bisher al-Khasawneh said that after diverting considerable 

medical resources to the Gaza Strip, King Abdullah II ordered the establishment of a field 

hospital in Nablus due to the urgent shortage of medical services in Judea and Samaria (al-

Mamlaka, November 26, 2023). 

 

The International Arena 
European Union 

 In an op-ed written by Josep Borrell, EU foreign policy chief, titled "Why a Palestinian state 

is the best security guarantee for Israel," he wrote that the atrocities committed by Hamas 

and other extremists harmed Palestinian interests and that senior PA figures he met even 

admitted that. For them, however, the fundamental issue was the "Israeli occupation." 

According to Borrell, his recent visit to the region reinforced his belief that the best guarantee 

for Israel's security was the establishment of a Palestinian state. The territory had to be 

administered by a state that represented its residents to prevent the Gaza Strip from falling 

into the hands of armed groups that could destabilize the region (The Financial Times, 

November 27, 2023). 

  Speaking at the Mediterranean Union Forum in Barcelona, Borrell said that a political 

solution had to be found that would end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict permanently. He said 

the PA's return to the Gaza Strip was the best solution to the current situation. He also said 

that the entire Gaza Strip had been reduced to rubble, which was unacceptable, and claimed 

Israel had exceeded the limit of self-defense in the Gaza Strip (al-Arabiya, November 27, 2023). 
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Overview1 
 The release of the abductees: On the evening of November 27, the fourth group of 

abductees held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip was released. It included 11 

Israeli women and children. The temporary ceasefire will be extended for an additional two 

days during which 20 more hostages will be released, ten per day, in exchange for 60 

Palestinian prisoners. Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) are in favor of returning 

abductees while the pause continues. The terrorist organizations have stated that the 

conditions for the release of the abducted soldiers will be different. 

 The combat arena: The quiet in the Gaza Strip continues. The UN's Human Rights Watch 

issued its findings regarding the explosion at al-Ahli Hospital on October 17, 2023, for which 

Israel was blamed. According to the organization, the explosion was caused by the payload 

and propellant of rockets similar to those in the possession of Palestinian "armed" [terrorist] 

organizations. Hamas and the PIJ protested the findings on the grounds that they were 

"biased in favor of Israel." 

 
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 392 of them soldiers and officers; 167 civilian 

and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 

 The Gaza Strip: The pause in the fighting was used to assess damage and to locate missing 

people. Hamas complained that sufficient supplies had not arrived in the northern Gaza Strip. 

The hospitals are trying to rehabilitate themselves. According to reports, Shifa Hospital 

reopened the dialysis department and the field hospital in Khan Yunis donated by Jordan 

began operating. 

 The northern arena: The northern border remains quiet. There were reports of political 

activity to change UN Security Council Resolution 1701 regarding the presence of armed 

operatives on the Israel-Lebanon border. 

 Judea and Samaria: The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities. 

The PA's representative to the UN sent letters to the UN secretary general, the president of the 

Security Council and the president of the General Assembly, calling for an end to the [alleged] 

"Palestinian genocide." 

The Pause in the Fighting and the Release of the 
Abductees 

 On November 27, 2023 in the evening, after Israel changed the lists and several delays defined 

as "technical," 11 children and mothers were returned to Israel. Six Thai citizens were released 

along with them, completing the four phases agreed on for the return of the abductees. 

 However, after the completion of the fourth phase, Hamas announced an arrangement had 

been made with Qatar and Egypt to extend the temporary ceasefire for an additional two days 

with the same conditions (Hamas' Telegram channel, November 26, 2023). The spokesman of 

the Qatari foreign ministry confirmed the temporary ceasefire had been extended by two days 

(X account of the spokesman of Qatar's foreign ministry, November 26, 2023). The extension 

will include the release of 20 abducted women and children, ten per day, in exchange for 60 

Palestinian prisoners, 30 per day. It will also include the delivery of medical aid, food and fuel 

to the Gaza Strip, and the ban on flights over the Gaza Strip will continue (CBC, November 26, 

2023). 

 The spokesman for Qatar's foreign ministry stated they had verification that 20 abductees 

could be released within two days. He stated that the mediators' priorities were women and 
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children first, then male civilians and finally military personnel. He claimed they were working 

to achieve a permanent ceasefire, adding that the amount of aid entering Gaza had increased 

but still did not "meet expectations" (al-Jazeera, November 28, 2028). 

 The PIJ said that after the efforts of the mediators, an agreement had been reached for 

extending the temporary ceasefire by two days with the same conditions. The PIJ claimed it 

was participating in the agreement "to protect the Palestinians' interests" and allow as much 

aid as possible to enter the Strip. The PIJ also claimed that "all the resistance forces" [terrorist 

organizations] were closely monitoring Israel's actions and were prepared to "repel 

aggression" regardless of the cost (PIJ media information bureau Telegram channel, 

November 27, 2023). 

Reactions to extending the pause in the fighting and the 
release of the abductees 
 Hamas and the PIJ are in favor of returning more abductees while continuing the temporary 

ceasefire. Hamas claimed it was prepared for a comprehensive hostage deal in return for a 

ceasefire. At the same time, all the terrorist organizations have emphasized that negotiations 

for the return of the abducted soldiers will be different: 

 Khalil al-Haya, a member of the political bureau of Hamas and the head of the 

ministry of Arab and Islamic relations, claimed that they had "managed to find" the 

number of abductees needed to extend the temporary ceasefire for two days and hoped 

they could extend it for a longer period. He said that over each of the next two days they 

would exchange ten Israelis for 30 Palestinian prisoners (al-Jazeera, November 26, 

2023). 

 On another occasion, al-Haya said Hamas had told the mediators that it was ready for 

a comprehensive exchange deal in return for a ceasefire. He claimed they were not 

satisfied with the number of trucks carrying humanitarian aid that arrived in the 

northern Gaza Strip during the temporary ceasefire, as "only close to 300 trucks had 

arrived," fewer than what Israel had agreed to. He said they would try to "compensate" 

in the coming days, adding that on November 27, 2023, Israel had given its word to the 

mediators that at least 100 trucks per day would reach the northern Gaza Strip. 

Regarding the possibility of renewing the war, he emphasized that they would fight "to 

the end" and had the capabilities to "strike the enemy" (al-Arabi TV website, November 

27, 2023). 



4 

245-23 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, 

claimed they were prepared to negotiate about the abducted soldiers, but in the 

meantime" that file was closed." He claimed that the status of the abducted soldiers 

was "different" (al-Arabi, November 26, 2023). 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Ali Baraka, head of Hamas' national relations department 

"abroad," claimed that after Israel failed to release the abductees by force, it now had 

to extend the temporary ceasefire, during which nothing had changed except the 

number of abductees and Palestinian prisoners to be released. He noted that even after 

the recent releases, there would still be civilian abductees they were still holding civilian 

abductees. He said the mediators were continuing negotiations with the objective of 

reaching a long ceasefire, but the criteria would change because Israel would have to 

pay a higher price for the "soldiers and officers." He said Abu Obeida, spokesman for 

Hamas' military-terrorist wing, and Yahya al-Sinwar, head of the Hamas political 

bureau in the Gaza Strip, had already declared "everyone in return for everyone" [that 

is, all the soldiers for all the Palestinian prisoners]. Asked about the handover of the 

abductees on November 26, when many armed [Hamas terrorist] operatives were seen 

in the heart of Gaza City surrounded by Gazans, he claimed it was a message to the 

Palestinians and Israel that the "resistance" was still strong, even in the northern Gaza 

Strip, and proof that the abductees were not being held at one location (al-Mayadeen 

TV website , November 27, 2023). 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan claimed that one of the obstacles in 

releasing the abductees was "the delayed arrival of the trucks," resulting in a smaller 

number entering the northern Gaza Strip. The second "issue" was the changing of 

names on the lists of Palestinian prisoners who were released. He claimed that "proved" 

Israel could not be relied on or trusted. Regarding the number of abductees, he claimed 

it was impossible to talk about a final number because there were abductees being held 

by the PIJ and other "organizations", and abductees whose contact with their 

abductors had been "severed." He claimed Hamas was investing efforts and delaying 

the announcement of a final number until it could be certain. Regarding the soldiers, he 

said they had informed Egypt and Qatar they would agree to discuss the issue only after 

the cessation of hostilities, the withdrawal of IDF forces from the Gaza Strip and the end 
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of the "siege" (YouTube channel of the "Last Word" program on the ON network, 

November 28, 2023). 

 Regarding the negotiations, Hamdan claimed Hamas had offered to release civilian 

men in return for older prisoners, but Israel rejected the offer saying that would lead to 

the release of several "national figures," such as Marwan Barghouti and Ahmad Saadat, 

the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine secretary general, and said that it 

preferred to release women and children. He claimed that whether Israel wanted it or 

not, that phase would arrive and they would be released. Regarding the soldiers, he said 

they had been abducted from their homes, and therefore were prisoners of war, for 

whom there were specific laws (YouTube channel of the program "Last Word" on the ON 

ne, 28 November 2023). 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, said 

that extending the temporary ceasefire was in the interest of all parties. Regarding the 

abducted soldiers, he said the Israeli military personnel would not be released by force 

but through an exchange deal after the ceasefire, and "it could take a long time" (al-

Arabi TV YouTube channel, November 27, 2023). 

 Senior PIJ terrorist Daoud Shahab said the soldiers and officers "would have a 

different price." He claimed they were conducting the negotiations "the same way they 

conducted the military campaign, with full coordination between Hamas and the PIJ 

and the other [terrorist] organizations" (Filastin al-Yawm, November 26, 2023). 

 

 

The Combat Arena 
 During the past day, the temporary ceasefire was observed throughout the Gaza Strip. It will 

be extended for an additional two days, during which more abductees will be returned to 

Israel. The IDF continues to prepare for the day the temporary ceasefire ends. 
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IDF activity in the Gaza Strip during the ceasefire (IDF spokesperson, November 28, 2023) 

Findings of the investigation into the explosion at al-Ahli 
Hospital  
 The UN Human Rights Watch (HRW) agency published the conclusions of its investigation 

into the explosion at al-Ahli Hospital on October 17, 2023, for which Israel was blamed. 

According to the agency, the explosion was caused by the payload and propellant of a 

rocket similar to those in the possession of Palestinian "armed" [terrorist] 

organizations. According to HRW, the evidence indicated that it was unlikely that al-Ahli 

Hospital had been hit by a large bomb dropped from the air, such as those used by the IDF. 

HRW also emphasized that a large rocket fired by a Palestinian "organization" could cause a 

significant number of casualties, and the analysis of the videos recording the event showed 

that Palestinian rockets had been launched about 5 kilometers (3 miles) from the hospital 43 

seconds before the explosion, and the sound of the explosion was typical of rocket 

ammunition, which is not at all similar to the sound made by explosions caused by artillery 

shells and bombs dropped from the air. 

 [Unsurprisingly,] Hamas condemned the report's findings, claiming that "it was biased 

towards the enemy's narrative." According to Hamas, the report did not include "essential 

evidence" and ignored the "systematic manner in which Israel damaged hospitals in the Gaza 

Strip." According to Hamas, the report's "weak credibility" resulted from HRW's lack of access 

to the scene and lack of gathering evidence, meeting with witnesses and examining the 

reports of "authorized authorities" (Hamas Telegram channel, November 28, 2023). 

 The PIJ also condemned the report, claiming that it was a "desperate attempt" to absolve 

Israel of responsibility for the "horrible massacre" it had committed against the hospital and 

other medical centers. The PIJ claimed the report's conclusions contradicted other reports 
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received by "prominent journalistic bodies" such as al-Jazeera TV and The New York Times. 

They called on HRW to retract the report (PIJ Telegram channel, November 28, 2023). 

Rocket fire  

 Since the announcement of the pause in the fighting, no rockets or mortar shells have been 

launched at Israel from the Gaza Strip, with the exception of a few launches at the area 

surrounding Gaza near the time it began. 

Israeli casualties 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 392 of them soldiers and officers; 167 civilian 

and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 

 The Hamas government media information bureau in Gaza reported that as of 7:15 p.m., 

November 23, 2027, the number of dead stood at more than 15,000 and the number of 

wounded at more than 36,000 (Shehab X account, November 27, 2023). 

The situation in the hospitals  

 Adnan Abu Hasna, UNRWA's media advisor in the Gaza Strip, said that on October 27, 

2023, UNRWA was able to bring fuel into the northern Gaza Strip for the operation of the wells 

in Jabaliya (Shehab X account, November 28, 2023). 

 The Hamas-controlled the ministry of health in the Gaza Strip announced that despite the 

great damage Israel caused to Shifa hospital, it had renewed the functioning of the dialysis 

department. He called on all patients who needed dialysis in Gaza City and the northern Gaza 

Strip to go to the hospital for treatment (Telegram channel of correspondent Abu Joud, 

November 27, 2023). 
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Garbage at the entrance to Shifa hospital in Gaza (Wafa YouTube channel, November 27, 2023) 

 Meanwhile, Dr. Ahmed al-Kahlout, director of the Kamal Adwan Hospital in Beit Lahia, 

claimed it was the only functioning government hospital in the northern Gaza Strip and was 

providing medical services to the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City. He said it was a small 

hospital, originally opened as a maternity and children's hospital, but was currently treating 

the wounded and performing surgeries. He said the hospital lacked medical equipment and 

fuel (QudsN X account, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Ahmed al-Kahlout, director of Kamal Adwan Hospital in Beit Lahia 
 (QudsN X Account, November 28, 2023) 

 The Jordanian field hospital in Khan Yunis officially opened on November 27, 2023, after all 

the trucks carrying its equipment had entered Gaza through the Rafah Crossing. The hospital 

has a 145-member Jordanian medical staff and 41 beds. Its equipment is advanced and it can 

accept casualties, perform surgeries and accept maternity cases. Its main function is to relieve 

the congestion at Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis. The hospital brought blood units donated by 

Jordanians (al-Mamlaka TV, Jordan, November 27, 2023). 
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Right: The Jordanian field hospital in Khan Yunis. Left: Blood units brought from Jordan (al-
Mamlaka TV, Jordan, November 27, 2023) 

The situation in Gaza 

 The Palestinian media continue to feature the extent of the destruction caused in the 

northern Gaza Strip caused by IDF attacks. The media published photos of destroyed houses 

and infrastructure in Beit Lahia and covers the ongoing search for missing persons under the 

rubble (QudsN X account, November 28, 2023 ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The streets of Beit Lahia (QudsN X account, November 28, 2023). Residents in the center of the 
Gaza Strip use the temporary ceasefire to locate missing persons among the ruins of the houses 

(QudsN X account, November 28, 2023) 

 A correspondent of the Jordanian al-Mamlaka TV channel in Gaza reported that many 

residents used the temporary ceasefire to harvest olives and produce oil in olive presses in 

Gaza; a very large harvest was reported this year (al-Mamlaka TV, Jordan, November 28, 2023). 
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Harvested olives and oil production in Gaza (al-Mamlaka TV, Jordan, November 28, 2023) 

 Yahya al-Saraj, the mayor of Gaza City, warned of an "ecological disaster" in the wake of 

the failure to supply fuel to the municipality for the removal of garbage to the central dump 

east of Gaza City. He said the lack of fuel had forced them to burn large quantities of garbage 

in open areas, polluting the air (al-Mamlaka TV, Jordan, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Burning garbage in Gaza City (al-Mamlaka TV, Jordan, November 28, 2023)  

Aid for the Gaza Strip 

 A correspondent for al-Ghad TV reported that on November 27, 2023, 200 trucks carrying 

humanitarian aid and four fuel tankers entered the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing (al-

Ghad TV, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Trucks carrying humanitarian aid enter the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing (Wafa 
YouTube channel, November 27, 2023) 
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 The "Palestinian organizations" issued a joint statement thanking Egypt and Qatar and 

urging Egypt to accept a larger number of wounded people in need of treatment (al-Jazeera, 

November 28, 2023). 

The Hamas leadership 

 Interviewed by Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen TV, senior Hamas terrorist Ali Baraka, 

head of Hamas' national relations department "abroad," claimed no harm had been done 

to the Hamas movement in any respect and contacts between Yahya al-Sinwar and the 

leadership "abroad" had not been interrupted, not even during the Israeli attacks. He claimed 

the Hamas leadership in Qatar was in daily contact with the leadership in the Gaza Strip and 

they held daily consultations. They consulted daily regarding negotiations for an exchange 

deal and for extending the temporary ceasefire (al-Mayadeen TV website, November 27, 2023). 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan said Hamas did not regret the October 7 attack and 

the price it exacted from the Palestinians. He claimed it was "a natural price paid by every 

nation for its freedom." All the peoples of the region, he claimed, including the Egyptians, had 

paid a heavy price to achieve freedom, independence and the liberation of territories, and the 

"victory [sic] of October 6, 1973"2 had not been easy either. Regarding the lack of shelters in 

the Gaza Strip, he claimed that the "character" of the Gaza Strip was completely different, and 

regarding tunnels, they were "combat tunnels and not shelters." The tunnels, he claimed, 

were "used only for combat operations, no one hid there." However, they would deal with the 

idea of establishing shelters in the Gaza Strip after the war (al-Masry al-Youm, November 27, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 The Yom Kippur War, in which Israel was victorious and Egypt and Syria were defeated. 
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The Northern Arena 

Lebanon  
 During the past day, the Israel-Lebanon border has been quiet. 

The Lebanese government 
  Najib Mikati, Lebanon's interim prime minister, met with Joanna Wronecka, the UN 

special coordinator for Lebanon. Wronecka reported to Mikati about the UN Security 

Council meeting and her remarks there regarding Resolution 1701 and the need for its 

implementation, as well as defending Lebanon from the war in the region. She noted that the 

UN Security Council had a unified position on Lebanon and that the UN was very interested in 

Lebanon since it had a strategic role in the region (Lebanese government X account, 

November 27, 2023). 

 According to "political circles," there is an American-European tendency to propose an 

amendment to UN Security Council Resolution 1701, or to vote on a new resolution that will 

lead to the implementation of the resolution. That will be done on the grounds that Hezbollah 

violated it and the inability of UNIFIL forces and the Lebanese army to implement it, especially 

preventing the presence of "armed groups" south of the Litani River. According to the 

"sources," Hezbollah is prepared for all possibilities and will return to the area when Israel 

resumes fighting in the Gaza Strip (al-Binaa, November 27, 2023). 

Syria  

  Regarding reports of Israeli airstrikes on Damascus International Airport and several areas 

near Damascus, the Syrian foreign ministry said the repeated Israeli airstrikes against civilian 

airports in Syria posed a threat to regional and global peace and security. They warned Israel 

of the consequences of its attacks "in Syria, Palestine and south Lebanon," and threatened 

that Israel would pay a price for its actions. Furthermore, Syria reportedly demanded that the 

UN and the Security Council condemn and stop the attacks and make sure they did not 

resume (SANA, November 26, 2023). 

 Maria Zakharova, spokeswoman for the Russian foreign ministry, also strongly 

condemned Israel's attacks on Damascus International Airport, claiming they could 

exacerbate regional tensions and have severe consequences, especially in view of the 

escalation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (Reuters, November 26, 2023). 
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Judea and Samaria 

Preventive and counterterrorism activities  

  The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities throughout Judea and 

Samaria. In the past day, 13 wanted Palestinians were detained. Since the beginning of the 

war in the Gaza Strip, about 2,000 wanted Palestinians have been detained, including about 

1,100 Hamas operatives (IDF spokesperson’s website, November 28, 2023). The Palestinians 

reported two fatalities in clashes with Israeli security forces in the village of Ayin and Bitunia 

in the Ramallah region (Wafa, November 28, 2023).  

 On the morning of November 28, 2023, Israeli security forces operated in Tubas 

(northern Jordan Valley) to detain wanted Palestinians who had barricaded themselves 

in a house and refused to surrender. Armed operatives fired at the forces, who 

responded with gunfire (IDF spokesperson’s website, November 28, 2023). The 

Palestinians reported four wounded following the clashes (Ma'an, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Smoke billows from the firing of a shoulder-fired missile at the house where the wanted 
operatives had barricaded themselves in Tubas. Left: Blocking roads by Palestinians during the 

Israeli security forces activity in Tubas (QudsN X account, November 28, 2023) 

In the early morning hours of November 28, 2023, Israeli security forces operating in Deir 

Ammar (west of Ramallah) demolished the house of Daoud Daras, who carried out a 

vehicular attack at the Maccabim Crossing on August 31, 2023, killing an IDF soldier. Riots 

ensued and the forces responded with riot control measures and gunfire (IDF 

spokesperson’s website, November 28, 2023). 
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The terrorist's house in Deir Ammar after its demolition (Wafa, November 28, 2023) 

  On the night of November 27, 2023, Israeli security forces operated in Nablus and in 

the Askar refugee camp (east of Nablus). They detained four wanted Palestinians 

suspected of being Hamas operatives, located surveillance devices for IDF forces and 

found and seized ammunition and military equipment. During the activity, shots were 

fired and IEDs were thrown at the forces (IDF spokesperson, November 27, 2023). 

Solidarity with the Gaza Strip  

 Abd al-Rahman Shadid, senior Hamas terrorist in Tulkarm, said at a memorial ceremony held 

in the Nur Shams refugee camp for Farsan Khalifa, an Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades operative 

killed in the Gaza Strip, that even after he was deported to the Gaza Strip (in the Gilad Shalit 

exchange deal) he invested  a great deal of effort in the "resistance" activity in Judea and 

Samaria, and all the threats made by Israel and its intelligence services to kill him did not 

frighten him. Shadid stressed that the death of Khalifa and the deaths of those who preceded 

him and those who would follow him among the "jihad fighters" would only increase the 

Palestinians’ determination to continue on that path. He called on all Palestinians in Judea 

and Samaria to prepare for a new stage in dealing with Israel, noting that the road to liberation 

passes only through great victims (Hamas in the West Bank Telegram channel, November 27, 

2023). 

Palestinian Authority  

  Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, met with the Dutch 

representative in the PA. They reportedly discussed the latest developments in the situation 

in Gaza, Judea and Samaria, including ways to end the war in Gaza. They also discussed the 

important role played by the Netherlands in implementing the two-state solution (Wafa, 

November 27, 2023). 
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  Riyadh Mansour, the Palestinian Authority's representative to the UN, sent 

communiqués to the UN secretary-general, the president of the Security Council and the 

president of the General Assembly, calling for an end to the "genocide of the Palestinians." He 

said the temporary ceasefire was insufficient and a full and permanent ceasefire was needed. 

He also called on the international community, especially the Security Council, on behalf of 

the Palestinian leadership, to act to put an end to "the inhuman acts against the Palestinian 

people (X account of the Palestinian Mission to the UN, November 28, 2023). 

Reception for released prisoners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Reception in Ramallah for the fourth group of Palestinian prisoners (Mohammed al-
Awamry’s X account, November 28, 2023). Left: Reception in the town of Aqraba, southeast of 

Nablus (QudsN Telegram channel, November 28, 2023) 

 

 

 

Iran 
  Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke with his Swiss counterpart, 

Ignazio Cassis, and discussed developments in the Palestinian arena. Abdollahian stressed 

the need to stop the Israeli attacks in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria, and to deliver 

humanitarian aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip (Tasnim, November 27, 2023). 

 Brigadier General Ali Reza Tangsiri, commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 

Corps (IRGC) navy, said on November 26, 2023, that the navy had dispatched drones to the 
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American aircraft carrier when it encountered the IRGC's military vessels, forcing the American 

vessel to head toward the south of the Persian Gulf "in compliance with our instructions" after 

forcing it to land its helicopters. He stressed the Americans knew the Iranians were monitoring 

their movements in the Persian Gulf and were the ones who controlled the area (al-Mayadeen, 

November 26, 2023). 

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 

Yemen 

 "American officials" claimed that the two ballistic missiles launched on November 26, 2023, 

by the Houthis were apparently directed at the Israeli-linked ship Central Park, not at the 

American destroyer Mason. They added that one of the missiles landed in the sea, about 16 

kilometers (8.6 nautical miles) from the destroyer and about 8 kilometers (4.3 nautical miles) 

from the Central Park, and the other missile exploded in mid-air (Fox News Correspondent 

Jennifer Griffin's X account, November 26, 2023). 

  Mohammad al-Bukhaiti, a member of the Houthi political bureau, claimed that the 

United States had "invented" the story of rescuing the ship from militants in the Gulf of Aden 

and claimed (i.e., the United States) that their missiles failed to hit one of its destroyers. He 

claimed that had been done to support Israel and its actions in the Gaza Strip and to raise the 

"low morale" of the American navy. He claimed the "fabricated story "would not prevent them 

from fulfilling their "moral obligation" to attack deep inside Israel until it stopped its "crimes" 

in the Gaza Strip, stressing that they were aiming only at ships belonging to Israel (Mohammad 

al-Bukhaiti’s X account, November 26, 2023). 

  Pentagon Spokesman Patrick Ryder said that according to initial indications, the people 

who tried to hijack the commercial ship in the Gulf of Aden were Somali pirates and not the 

Houthis, and that the incident was clearly linked to piracy (Reuters, November 26, 2023). 

 

 

The Arab Arena 

Qatar 

  Mohammed bin Abdulrahman, Qatari prime minister and foreign minister, spoke by 

phone with American Secretary of State Antony Blinken to discuss the latest developments 
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in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria, extending the ceasefire, and ways to facilitate the entry 

of humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip. The Qatari prime minister stressed that efforts had to 

be made to stop the war and that the only solution was the two-state solution. Blinken 

thanked the prime minister for Qatar's mediation efforts between Israel and Hamas (the 

Qatari foreign ministry X account, November 26, 2023). 

Jordan  

 Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman al-Safadi spoke at the meeting of the Mediterranean 

Union Forum in Barcelona, claiming that current events in the Gaza Strip were "genocide." He 

claimed "war crimes" should not be considered legitimate, those responsible for the situation 

had to be held responsible, and Israel could not be above the law. Al-Safadi added the two-

state solution, which represented the only way to peace, had to be implemented, and the first 

step to a solution was to ensure the end of the “cruel aggression" and to stop the cycle of 

killing, pain and despair (Petra, November 26, 2023). 
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Overview1 
!The release of the abductees: Following the extension of the temporary ceasefire, a fifth 

group of abductees, ten Israeli women and two foreign civilians, were released in the evening. 

On this occasion there was a prominent presence of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) terrorist 

operatives. The organization claimed it had returned all the women and children from among 

the 30 abductees it was holding. The talks to extend the ceasefire continue. 

!The combat arena: Despite the temporary ceasefire, on the afternoon of November 28, 2023, 

three explosive devices were detonated in two different incidents and Palestinian terrorist 

organizations shot at IDF forces in the northern Gaza Strip, wounding several. Hamas' 

military-terrorist wing claimed it was "friction on the ground" caused by "an Israeli violation 

of the temporary ceasefire agreement." 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 395 of them soldiers and officers (including 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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three bodies); 155 civilian and military abductees are being held by the terrorist 

organizations in the Gaza Strip; 88 abductees have been returned to Israel. 

!The Gaza Strip: Local and international figures continue to assess the damage, claiming the 

aid reaching the Gaza Strip is insufficient and there is concern over the outbreak of epidemics. 

!The northern sector: The presence of Hezbollah terrorist operatives, some of them armed, 

has been reported along the Israel-Lebanon border. Hezbollah has begun to assess the 

damages to the Lebanese settlements near the border fence with the of intention of 

compensating them. 

!Judea and Samaria: The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities. 

Palestinians reported the activity of Israeli forces in the Jenin refugee camp, during which two 

senior military-terrorist operatives were killed, one of them Muhammad Zubeidi. 

 

The Temporary Ceasefire and the Release of the 
Abductees 

!Following the extension of the temporary ceasefire, on the evening of November 28, 2023, a 

fifth group of abductees, ten Israeli women and two foreign civilians, were released. In return, 

Israel released 20 Palestinian prisoners. 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of the Hamas political bureau, 

said that on November 29, 2023, they were going to release two abductees with Russian 

citizenship unconnected to the deal with Israel, as a "tribute to Russian President Putin" 

(Musa Abu Marzouq's X account, November 29, 2023). 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan, claimed that by releasing the abductees from 

various locations in the Gaza Strip, the north, the south and Gaza City, Hamas' military wing 

disproved the IDF claim of control over parts of the Gaza Strip, and it was a message that the 

"resistance" [the Palestinian terrorist organizations] were firm, strong and well-established 

(al-Arabi TV website, November 28, 2023). 

!Zaher Jabarin, who holds the prisoner file in Hamas, confirmed Hamas' military-terrorist 

wing had a mechanism in place for selecting the hostages who would be released. He claimed 

that from the first day, Hamas had said more than 8500 Palestinian prisoners had to be 

released, and that the abductees would be held until the release of all the Palestinian 

prisoners. He said the number [of abductees] held by the "resistance" was large enough that 
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it could impose all its conditions. He also pointed out that the Palestinians in general and the 

"resistance" in particular ,did not want the war to continue, but from the beginning they had 

been prepared for a long, difficult war and for "all possibilities" (YouTube channel of TRT 

Arabic TV, November 29, 2023). 

Hamas-Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) collaboration 
!For the first time since the release of the abductees began, PIJ's military-terrorist wing 

announced that it had handed over a number of Israeli abductees as part of the deal 

(Jerusalem Brigades' Telegram channel, November 28, 2023). While the abductees were 

turned over to the Red Cross, this time, in addition to armed, masked Hamas terrorists, the 

operatives of the PIJ's military-terrorist were also present. 

!After the release of the abductees, the PIJ issued a statement claiming the Palestinians had 

presented a "humane, civilized image" that reflected the Palestinian adherence to "the 

religious and moral values that encourage good treatment of abductees." The statement 

claimed that the "resistance," led by the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades and the Jerusalem 

Brigades [the military-terrorist wings of Hamas and the PIJ, respectively] was united, had 

common objectives and "hopes," and was operating shoulder to shoulder on the battlefield, 

united and committed to the "basic principles and Palestinian interests." It also that the 

"coordination, cooperation and cohesion between the Jerusalem Brigades and the Izz al-Din 

Qassam Brigades" constituted an example of which all the peoples of the [Muslim nation] and 

the free people of the world were proud [sic] (PIJ media information bureau Telegram 

channel, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A PIJ terrorist operative [black headband] and an Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades terrorist operative 
[green headband] accompany a young Israeli abductee 

 (ahmad.ibraa's X account, November 28, 2023) 
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Jerusalem Brigades terrorist organizations during the release of the hostages 
 (@ibo_fikri's X account , November 28, 2023) 

!Senior PIJ terrorist Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, said the photos 

reflected the coordination between the Jerusalem Brigades and the Izz al-Din Qassam 

Brigades. He said that since the first day they had operated shoulder to shoulder in close 

coordination. He noted that November 28, 2023 was not the first time the Jerusalem Brigades 

had released abductees, but had also done so in previous rounds. Asked if the Jerusalem 

Brigades had released all the abductees it was holding, he claimed that of the 30 they were 

holding, they had released all the women and children.  

!Regarding the exchange deal, he said that from the beginning the PIJ had said "civilians 

could be exchanged of civilians"2 in two ways, the way Israel had chosen or an overall deal of 

"everyone for everyone," emptying the Israeli prisons of the Palestinian prisoners. He claimed 

"everyone for everyone" was possible, but it would take a long time and could be carried out 

only after a ceasefire (Jerusalem Brigades YouTube channel November 29, 2023). 

Extending the temporary ceasefire and the release of the 
abductees 
!According to "senior Egyptian sources," Abbas Kamel, the head of Egyptian General 

Intelligence, arrived in Qatar and is expected to participate in talks with Qatari, American and 

Israeli officials regarding the continuation of the ceasefire (al-Qahera, November 28, 2023). 

!On the sidelines of the government meeting, Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign 

minister, said that efforts to extend the cease-fire in Gaza were continuing. He said Hamas 

had to decide how it should act to extend the ceasefire, claiming that an initiative for a 

permanent ceasefire in return for the release and exchange of all Israeli abductees and 

Palestinian prisoners was now on the table (Farda News, November 29, 2023). 

!
2 According to the terrorist organizations, all the terrorists imprisoned in Israeli jails are "civilians." 
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!A "source" close to Hamas claimed the movement had informed the mediators that it was 

willing to extend the temporary ceasefire by four days to be able to release additional Israeli 

abductees that Hamas, "resistance" movements, and other "elements" were holding, 

according to the terms of the existing temporary ceasefire agreement (Agence France-Presse, 

November 29, 2023). 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan said that extending the ceasefire was a possibility 

and on the agenda, and negotiations moved in two directions: humanitarian, which included 

the release of the largest possible number of abductees, and political, related to how the 

"aggression" and the "siege" on the Gaza Strip could be ended, thus allowing them to deal 

with the consequences of the events and sign an exchange deal that would include all the 

prisoners. So far, he claimed, neither possibility had yet matured. 

!As to the release of soldiers, Hamdan said that it was currently too early and difficult to talk 

about negotiations regarding the soldiers because of the continued suffering of the 

Palestinians and "Israeli aggression." He claimed that only stopping the war would provide a 

suitable opportunity to talk about the release of the soldiers. He also noted that the terms and 

rules of a deal for the exchange of Israeli soldiers would be completely different from those of 

the current negotiations and temporary ceasefire. He said Hamas was holding soldiers but 

would not specify how many because that would be part of the negotiations. 

!Regarding the current exchange deal, he said that at the beginning of the negotiations they 

had offered to release adult men in exchange for the release of adult Palestinian prisoners, 

but Israel rejected the offer and therefore the exchange was limited to women and children. 

He said the agreement to extend the temporary ceasefire included the release of 60 

Palestinians in exchange for the release of 20 Israelis, and the numbers were expected to 

increase on both sides until the end of the temporary ceasefire on the evening of November 

29, 2023 (alarabia.net, November 29, 2023). 
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The Combat Arena 

IDF activity on the ground 

!Despite the ceasefire, on November 28, 2023, three IEDs were detonated in two separate 

incidents in the northern Gaza Strip near the IDF forces who were within the agreed ceasefire 

lines, and in one instance shots were fired at the forces. A number of fighters were injured. The 

forces returned fire (IDF spokesperson, November 28, 2023). 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, 

claimed "an Israeli violation of the ceasefire agreement" in the northern Gaza Strip had led to 

"friction" in the area. He claimed the "fighters" [terrorist operatives] had dealt with the 

violation. He claimed they were committed to the temporary ceasefire as long as Israel was 

committed to it, and they called on the mediators to pressure Israel to comply with all the 

terms of the agreement (Abu Obeida's Telegram channel, November 28, 2023). 

!Meanwhile, the IDF forces continue to prepare for the day after the temporary cease-fire. The 

IDF is using the time to study the situation, draw conclusions, prepare for the continuation of 

fighting, approve plans and improve the preparedness of the forces (IDF spokesperson, 

November 28, 2023). 

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip  

!Since the announcement of the cease-fire, no rockets or mortar shells have been fired at 

Israeli territory from the Gaza Strip, with the exception of a few launches at the area 

surrounding Gaza near the time the cease-fire began. 

Israeli casualties 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 395 of them soldiers and officers (including 

three bodies); 155 civilian and military abductees are being held by the terrorist 

organizations in the Gaza Strip; 88 abductees have been returned. 
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The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

!The Hamas-controlled government media information bureau in Gaza reported that as of 

7:15 p.m., November 27, 2027, the number of dead stood at more than 15,000 and the number 

of wounded at more than 36,000 (Shehab X account, November 27, 2023). 

!Senior PIJ terrorist Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, said there were 

casualties among the military wings of Hamas, the PIJ and other organizations. He claimed 

not all of those who were killed were killed in battle against the IDF, some were killed in their 

houses. Regarding the deaths of PIJ military wing operatives, he claimed that most of them 

had not been killed on the front (PIJ YouTube channel, November 29, 2023). 

The situation in the hospitals  

!During a tour of the hospitals in Egypt conducted by Mai al-Kayla, PA minister of health, , 

she reported 35,000 wounded Palestinians in the Gaza Strip who need treatment, while 470 

wounded had already been admitted to the hospitals in Egypt. She claimed the death toll 

stood at 16,000, in addition to 6,000 missing Gazans, and said the public health system had 

collapsed after 26 of its 35 hospitals had ceased to function. She emphasized the need to bring 

humanitarian aid into the Strip because of the lack of food and medical equipment (Wafa, 

November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mai al-Kayla visits wounded Gazans hospitalized in Egypt 
 (ministry of health in Ramallah Facebook page, November 28, 2023) 

!Dr. Muhammad Zaqout, CEO of the hospitals in the Gaza Strip, claimed that so far fuel had 

not been delivered to Shifa and al-Ahli Hospitals in Gaza City and Kamal Adwan Hospital in 

the northern Gaza Strip. He also claimed that until now the field hospitals in the Gaza Strip 

had not begun operating despite the serious need for their services. He also reported a 
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shortage of water and hygiene products, increasing the risk of the spread of epidemics 

(aljazeera.net, November 28, 2023). 

!On November 27, 2023, a French Navy floating hospital ship arrived at El Arish in Egypt. The 

ship is equipped with 40 beds and has a staff of 80 medical personnel on board. On November 

28, 2023, Sébastien LeCorneau, the French minister of defense, reported that the ship had 

admitted the first patients from the Strip (Agence France-Presse, November 28, 2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

!The director of the World Health Organization said that 1.3 million people were currently 

living in shelters in the Gaza Strip. He said the overcrowding, lack of food and water, and poor 

sanitation would lead to the spread of diseases and the lack of health services could lead to 

the death of more people than Israel's attacks (al-Jazeera, November 29, 2023). 

!Hamas called on journalists and the media to increase their presence in the Gaza Strip to see 

for themselves the extent of the destruction Israel had caused. According to Hamas, the 

"massacres" of Palestinians continued, the most recent of which was the discovery of dozens 

of bodies of Palestinians under the rubble in Gaza City (Hamas Telegram channel, November 

28, 2023). In the meantime, senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan, who lives in Beirut, 

invited Elon Musk, who visited Israel, to visit the Gaza Strip to see the extent of what he 

claimed were the "massacres and crimes" committed by Israel (Palinfo, November 28, 2023; 

Al Arabi TV website, November 28, 2023). 

!Residents in the southern Gaza Strip are taking advantage of the ceasefire to stock up on 

food and other supplies. Residents from Gaza City and the northern Gaza Strip, who 

evacuated to the south, stated that they wanted to return to their houses to assess the extent 

of the destruction (Wafa YouTube channel, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Residents in the southern Gaza Strip stock up on food and other supplies (Wafa YouTube 
channel, November 28, 2023) 
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!A Jordanian al-Mamlaka TV correspondent in Gaza reported on long lines at the gas stations 

(al-Mamlaka TV November 29, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiting in line to get gas (al-Mamlaka TV November 29, 2023) 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  

!Isma'il al-Thawabata, director of the Hamas-controlled government information 

bureau, said that to recover from the results of the war, "a thousand trucks of humanitarian 

aid" had to be brought into the Gaza Strip every day. In practice, he said, only 150 trucks 

entered, which did not meet the needs of the strip. Furthermore, he claimed that fuel did not 

reach the northern Gaza Strip at all (Anatolia, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Humanitarian aid and fuel trucks enter the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing 
 (Wafa YouTube channel, November 28, 2023) 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan held a press conference in Beirut where he said 

they greatly appreciate all the official delegations that entered the Gaza Strip, first of all the 

Qatari delegation, headed by Lolwah al-Khater, the minister of state for international 

cooperation. He also thanked all the delegations of charitable, humanitarian and medical 

organizations. He again called on the leaders of the Arab and Islamic nations to translate the 

decisions of the Arab-Islamic summit into a reality that would stop the "aggression" and end 

the "siege" of the Gaza Strip. He said that despite the increase in the number of trucks bringing 
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humanitarian aid that have entered the Gaza Strip, they could not meet elementary, vital 

needs, and called for their number to be increased. 

!In light of the collapse of hospital services, Hamdan called on the Arab and Islamic nation 

and the countries of the world to send additional field hospitals in all specialties, and to take 

part in evacuating the wounded from the Gaza Strip and accepting them for treatment 

abroad. In light of the extent of the destruction and the many bodies under the rubble, he 

called on the countries of the world to urgently send civil defense teams and equipment for 

clearing rubble and recovering bodies (Palinfo, November 28, 2023; al-Arabi TV website, 

November 28, 2023). 

 

 

The Northern Arena 

Lebanon  

!During the past day, the Israel-Lebanon border has been quiet. On November 29, 2023, it was 

reported that Hezbollah operatives, some of them armed, were patrolling the border area. 

The presence of the operatives was documented. It was reported that at a meeting held on 

November 28, 2023, the heads of the municipalities of Israeli communities along the northern 

border presented the chief of staff with photos and videos from recent days showing 

Hezbollah operatives patrolling the border. Some of them were armed (Ynet, November 29, 

2023). 

! Sky News in Arabic reported that the IDF fired at a Lebanese army vehicle at the al-Abad post 

near the town of Houle in south Lebanon (Sky News, November 29, 2023). 

Compensation for residents of south Lebanon 

! Hezbollah teams went to south Lebanon to examine the extent of the damage caused to 

civilian property. Hassan Izz al-Din, a member of Hezbollah's parliamentary faction, 

toured several villages near the border, examining living conditions and the extent of the 

damage caused by the Israeli attacks. Hezbollah has reportedly begun the process of 

providing compensation to residents of south Lebanon whose property was damaged in the 

attacks (al-Manar, November 28, 2023). 
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! Hassan Fadlallah, a member of Hezbollah's parliamentary faction, met with Najib Mikati, 

prime minister of the interim government in Lebanon, to discuss the compensation Hezbollah 

had begun to pay the residents of south Lebanon for the damage caused by the activity on the 

Israel-Lebanon border, and the amount of compensation that the government would also pay 

(Mikati's office X account, November 28, 2023). 

The Lebanese government 
!In a communiqué sent by French President Emmanuel Macron to Najib Mikati on the 

occasion of Lebanese Independence Day (November 22, 2023), Macron noted that the spread 

of the conflict into Lebanon would have devastating consequences for the country, and that 

neither side should use Lebanese territory in a way that contradicted its sovereign interests. 

He said France had a unique responsibility towards Lebanon and would continue to stand by 

it (Mikati's office X account, November 28, 2023). 

! Jean-Yves Le Drian, France's special envoy to Lebanon, met in Lebanon with Najib 

Mikati. He said the objective of his visit was to renew the position of the quintet [United 

States, Saudi Arabia, France, Egypt and Qatar] which called on the Lebanese to unify their 

position and to accelerate a presidential election. Mikati reported that he had stressed to Le 

Drian that "the priority is to stop the Israeli aggression against south Lebanon and the Gaza 

Strip" (Lebanese government X account, October 29, 2023). Le Drian also met with Joseph 

Aoun, commander of the Lebanese army, to discuss the latest developments in south 

Lebanon. Le Drian praised the performance of the Lebanese army and stressed his country's 

"continued total support for the military institution" (the Lebanese army X account). 

! Najib Mikati arrived at the Hezbollah faction headquarters in the parliament and conveyed 

condolences to the faction's chairman, Muhammad Ra'ad, on the death of his son, who was 

killed on November 23, 2023, in south Lebanon (al-Ahed, November 29, 2023). 
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Judea and Samaria 

Preventive and counterterrorism activities  

! Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities, detaining wanted 

Palestinians suspected of terrorist activity. The Palestinian media reported the detention of 

22 Palestinians during the past day in Judea and Samaria (Wafa, November 29, 2023). 

!On the morning of November 29, 2023, the Palestinian media reported extensive activity by 

Israeli security forces in the Jenin refugee camp. It was reported that the al-Damaj 

neighborhood of the camp was encircled, roads were bulldozed and many neighborhood 

residents were interrogated. There were reportedly heavy exchanges of fire between armed 

Palestinian terrorists and the security forces. Medical sources reported that six Palestinians 

had been wounded. It was also reported that the Jenin mosques had played a recording of 

Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing (Shehab X account, November 29, 

2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli security forces' activity this morning in the Jenin refugee camp 
 (QudsN X account, November 29, 2023) 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Ghazi Hamad said that although the ceasefire agreement was 

limited to the Gaza Strip, they were also monitoring Israel's "grave violations" in Judea and 

Samaria and stressed their position to oppose the occupation wherever it might be 

(Newsweek website, November 29, 2023). 

!It was later reported (3:00 p.m.) that two senior terrorist operatives in the Jenin refugee 

camp, one of them Muhammad al-Zubeidi, were killed in the exchanges of fire with the 

security forces (IDF spokesperson, November 29, 2023). 
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Palestinian Authority  

!During an event held at the Palestinian embassy in Moscow to mark the International Day of 

Solidarity with the Palestinian People, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov 

handed a communiqué sent by Russian President Putin to Mahmoud Abbas, Palestinian 

Authority chairman, in which Putin said that the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian 

state within the 1967 borders was a necessary condition for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict and that the bloody conflict in the Middle East was causing suffering among the 

Palestinians (Sputnik, November 28, 2023). 

Reception for released prisoners 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reception in Ramallah for the fifth group of released Palestinian prisoners (Right: Facebook 
page of the Palestinian website al-Hadath. left: Telegram channel of the Ultra Palestine website, 

November 29, 2023) 

 
 

 

Iran 
! Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, sent communiqués to the president 

and chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague demanding that 

senior Israeli officials be tried for "war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide" 

allegedly committed by Israel in the Gaza Strip. He said the court was expected to prevent 

perpetrators of international dangerous crimes from evading punishment (Fars, November 

28, 2023). 

! Kazem Jalali, Iranian ambassador to Russia, met with Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 

Mikhail Bogdanov to discuss developments in the Palestinian arena (ISNA, November 28, 

2023). 
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! Ali Khamenei, Iran's supreme leader, meeting with members of the Iranian Revolutionary 

Guards Corps' Basij militia, said that the "historic event of Operation al-Aqsa Storm” was 

directed against Israel, but its real significance was de-Americanization and damage to the 

United States' Middle East political agenda. He noted that the United States' plan to establish 

a "new Middle East" had failed. He strongly criticized Western support for Israel, saying that 

Western culture was expressed by the fact that when Israel [allegedly] kills thousands of 

children with phosphorus bombs, Western countries claim that Israel is defending itself. 

Khamenei noted that Operation al-Aqsa Storm could not be stopped. He added that Iran's 

position was not that the Zionists and Jews should be thrown into the sea, but that it was the 

Palestinian people who had to determine the fate of Palestine through a referendum. 

Khamenei added that the "resistance groups" were now determining the fate of the region, 

and Operation al-Aqsa Storm was an example (Tasnim, November 29, 2023).  

The Arab Arena 

Jordan  

! King Abdullah II of Jordan sent a communiqué to the chairman of the UN Committee on 

the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, stating that the war in the Gaza Strip had to 

stop, and that Israel's "despicable aggression" was incompatible with human values. He 

stressed that denying Gaza Strip residents basic necessities such as food, electricity and 

medicine was an "intolerable war crime." He noted security would only be achieved through 

a political solution that would restore the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. He also 

said that the world had to act to stop the war and protect innocent civilians, as well as oblige 

Israel to open unhindered humanitarian corridors. King Abdullah said Jordan would continue 

to stand by the Palestinians on the path to achieving their rights (Petra, November 28, 2023). 

The International Arena 

G7 countries3 

! The foreign ministers of the G7 countries said in a joint statement that they supported 

extending the ceasefire as necessary, in order to increase aid to the Gaza Strip and release all 

the abductees. They said all efforts had to be made to ensure the delivery of humanitarian 

!
3 An international economic organization that includes seven countries: the United States, Canada, 
Japan, Germany, France, Italy and the United Kingdom. 
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assistance to the residents of the Gaza Strip, including food, water, fuel and medical 

equipment. The ministers said the rights of sea-going vessels should not be threatened or 

interfered with, noting that the Houthis had to stop attacking civilians and threatening 

international shipping lanes, and release the ship Galaxy Leader and its crew (American 

Department of State website, November 28, 2023) 

United States  

! American President Joe Biden said Hamas had launched a terrorist attack because what it 

feared most was Israelis and Palestinians living side by side in peace. He said that continuing 

on the path of terrorism, violence, killing and war meant giving Hamas what it asked for, and 

they could not do that (Joe Biden's X account, November 28, 2023). 

Turkey  

!In a conversation between Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo!an and UN Secretary-

General António Guterres before the Security Council meeting on November 29, 2023, 

Erdo!an said Israel had to be held accountable before the international courts for its "war 

crimes in Gaza." He stressed that Israel continued to shamelessly trample on international 

law, the laws of war and international humanitarian law (Reuters, November 28, 2023). 
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Overview1 
!The release of the abductees: Following the extension of the temporary ceasefire, a sixth 

group of abductees was released: ten Israeli children and women, two women with Russian 

citizenship and four foreign citizens. At the last minute, the ceasefire was extended by one 

more day for the return of more abductees. 

!Terrorist attack in Jerusalem: Three people were killed in a shooting attack at the entrance 

to Jerusalem, carried out by two terrorists from east Jerusalem, former prisoners. Hamas 

claimed responsibility for the attack, which was carried out by two operatives from its 

military-terrorist wing. Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) were smug about the 

attack, which they claimed was in response to Israel's activities in the Gaza Strip, Judea and 

Samaria 

!The combat arena: Despite the temporary ceasefire, three Palestinians were killed in a clash 

with IDF forces. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 395 of them soldiers and officers (including 

three bodies); 145 civilian and military abductees are being held by the terrorist 

organizations in the Gaza Strip.88 hostages have been released to date.  

!The Gaza Strip: Local figures are calling for more humanitarian aid. 

!The northern sector: After several days of quiet during the temporary ceasefire in the Gaza 

Strip, on the morning of November 30, 2023, aerial defense fighters intercepted a suspicious 

target crossing the Lebanese border into Israeli territory (IDF spokesperson, November 30, 

2023). 

!Judea and Samaria: Israeli security force counterterrorism activities continue. Palestinian 

figures condemned the killing of two senior terrorist operatives in the Jenin refugee camp. 

!The foreign ministers of the UN Security Council convened to discuss the situation in the 

Gaza Strip. Israel and the United States rejected the call for a permanent ceasefire. The 

meeting ended without the announcement of resolutions. 

The Temporary Ceasefire and the Release of the 
Abductees 

!Late at night on November 28, 2023, after many delays, which were defined as "technical," 

Hamas released ten Israeli women and children and four Thai citizens. Two women with 

Russian (and Israeli) citizenship were returned earlier. According to Hamas, they were added 

to the list as a tribute to the president of Russia. 

!The Russian foreign ministry thanked the Hamas leadership for the release of the two 

abducted Russian citizens and stated that Russia was working for the quick release of its 

remaining captive citizens. The ministry added that Russian citizens were given the 

opportunity to return home without committing to the conditions agreed upon between 

Israel and Hamas for the release of women and children (Russian foreign ministry Telegram 

channel, November 30, 2023). 

Extending the temporary ceasefire and the agreement for 
returning the abductees 
!After an unsatisfactory list of abductees' names  was  submitted to Israel, the Israeli Defense 

Cabinet decided that if a list as agreed upon by the ceasefire conditions was  not submitted 

by 7 a.m., , fighting would resume immediately. 
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!Hamas claimed that in exchange for the extension of the truce, Israel refused to accept seven 

abducted women and children and three bodies of women and children. According to Hamas, 

the mediators confirmed the ten on the list were all the abductees Hamas had "managed to 

find," in accordance with the agreement that included only women and children. (Hamas 

Telegram channel, November 30, 2023). The Hamas military-terrorist wing ordered its 

operatives to remain on high combat alert during the last hours of the ceasefire in preparation 

for the resumption of fighting, should the ceasefire not be extended (Izz al-Din Qassam 

Brigades Telegram channel, November 30, 2023). 

!About 20 minutes before the temporary ceasefire expired, Hamas submitted an "improved" 

list of women and children to Israel, and the Israeli Defense Cabinet decided to extend the 

ceasefire. The spokesperson for Qatar's foreign ministry confirmed that an agreement had 

been reached for extending the humanitarian ceasefire for another day with the same 

conditions: the cessation of attacks and the entry of humanitarian aid (Qatar's foreign 

ministry X account, November 30, 2023). Hamas also said it agreed to extend the truce for 

another day (November 30) (Hamas Telegram channel, November 30, 2023). 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Bassem Na'im, a member of the Hamas leadership and the 

chairman of Hamas' political department in the Gaza Strip, reported that Israel had been 

under great pressure to extend the temporary ceasefire with the same conditions. He claimed 

that after "intensive search efforts," Hamas had located seven civilians and three bodies of 

Israeli civilians who had [allegedly] been killed in the Israeli attacks, and they could deliver 

them on November 30. He said that Israel originally rejected the offer, and "procrastinated" 

until the last minute before 07:00, but finally accepted the offer, thereby extending the 

temporary ceasefire for another day. He claimed there were civilian men Hamas planned to 

release as part of a comprehensive deal and a longer ceasefire, and the matter was currently 

under discussion. He also noted that an exchange deal for the soldiers and emptying the 

prisons of Palestinian prisoners would take a very long time, just as the Gilad Shalit exchange 

deal had taken several years, and therefore a ceasefire should be a basic condition for such a 

deal (al-Arabi TV X account, November 30, 2023). 

!Bassam Na'im is currently in Cape Town, South Africa, where on November 29, he 

participated in an event at St. George's Cathedral to mark the UN international day of 

solidarity with the Palestinians (Middle East Monitor, November 30, 2023). 
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Right: Bassem Naim in Cape Town. Left: Bassem Naim holds a sign; next to him, wearing a 
jacket, is Khaled Qadoumi, Hamas representative in Iran                                                                                 

(Shehab X account, November 29, 2023) 

!Regarding the extension of the temporary ceasefire, senior Hamas terrorist Osama 

Hamdan said the efforts to extend it had not yet matured and Hamas was prepared for every 

possibility after it ended. He claimed that if the quiet continued, they would accept it, and if 

there were "aggression," they would respond. He said there would be no discussion about 

releasing abducted soldiers before the "aggression and the siege" ended. It Israel wanted to 

exchange adult abductees, Hamas would be prepared to do so if the temporary ceasefire was 

extended (al-Mayadeen, November 29, 2023). 

!Zaher Jabarin, who holds the prisoner portfolio in Hamas, said that in the Egyptian-

Israeli-American negotiations currently being held in Qatar, they were discussing the release 

of all the Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. He added that the Israeli abductees, and 

especially the military personnel, would not be released unless  all the Palestinian prisoners 

were released. He claimed that at the moment Hamas did not have women and children, and 

the negotiations were now for the remaining abductees, the civilians and the military 

personnel. He pointed out that not all the abductees were being held by Hamas, but Hamas 

was authorized by all the organizations to negotiate. 

!Jabarin noted that at this stage the ceasefire focused on the Gaza Strip, but without a doubt, 

discussions were also taking place about events in Judea and Samaria. He said they called for 

an end to the "aggression" against all Palestinians, in the Gaza Strip, Jerusalem, Judea and 

Samaria. However, right now they were focused on stopping the killing in the Gaza Strip, to 

make it possible to progress to the next stage to end all forms of "aggression" in all Palestinian 

arenas. Regarding the possibility that the released Palestinian prisoners would be detained 
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again, Jabarin said that they, and he personally, were holding discussions with the mediators 

and examining ways to legally secure the agreement and obtain an international guarantee 

to keep Israel from shirking its obligations. As to disputes regarding the names of those to be 

released, Jabarin said the struggle was "difficult," since Israel demonstrated sensitivity 

regarding some of the names and dwelled on specific details, and emphasized that there were 

indeed obstacles, but they held "strong cards" for pressure and negotiation, and they were 

imposing the terms (Arab World Press news agency (AWP), November 30, 2023). 

!Senior PIJ terrorist Daoud Shehab, in charge of the PIJ's media information bureau, said the 

Palestinian "resistance" [terrorist organizations] was determined to move forward towards 

releasing all male and female prisoners from Israeli prisons, and claimed that one of the most 

important motives for Operation al-Aqsa Storm and the actions before it was the effort to free 

the prisoners. He added that all Palestinians were one front, and the "resistance," especially 

the military[-terrorist] wings of Hamas and the PIJ, were "an example of cooperation and 

unity," operating against Israel "like the right hand and the left hand on the battlefield." 

Regarding the [alleged] Israeli violations of the terms of the ceasefire, he said they were 

monitoring the issue and assessing the situation on the ground. He claimed they went into 

the temporary ceasefire with one finger on the trigger and bargaining chips in the other hand. 

As to the exchange deals, Shehab said everything had a different price, and when the phase 

of the civilian abductees had been completed and they began discussing military personnel, 

the prices would be different (Filastin al-Yawm TV website, November 29, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



&!

"#$%"&!

The Combat Arena 
!On November 29, 2023, the temporary ceasefire was again violated and three terrorist 

operatives who posed a threat to the IDF forces were killed in a clash (IDF spokesperson, 

November 29, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, November 30, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, November 29, 2023) 

!Nasser Abu Sharif, PIJ representative in Iran, said that on 7 October, the “resistance’ 

succeeded in bringing in the servers of intelligence computers belonging to Israel, and that 

these servers contained the names of “many Zionist spies”, even those in Iran.  He said that, 

"the achievements of the Palestinian operation [were] beyond all imagination and he did not 

think that all the intelligence agencies in the world would not function." (Mehr, November 29, 

2023). 

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip  

!Since the announcement of the temporary ceasefire, no rockets and mortar shells have been 

fired from the Gaza Strip into Israeli territory, with the exception of a few launches at the area 

surrounding Gaza near the time the ceasefire began. 

 



'!

"#$%"&!

Israeli casualties 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 395 of them soldiers and officers (including 

three bodies); 145 civilian and military abductees are being held by the terrorist 

organizations in the Gaza Strip, 88 hostages were returned.  

 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

!The Hamas-controlled government media information bureau in Gaza reported that as of 

7:15 p.m., November 27, 2027, the number of dead stood at more than 15,000 and the number 

of wounded at more than 36,000 (Shehab X account, November 27, 2023). 

The situation in the hospitals  

!The director general of the World Health Organization (WHO) claimed the public health 

system in the Gaza Strip was "paralyzed." He said only 15 of the Gaza Strip's 36 hospitals were 

currently functional and were operating at full capacity. He said that due to the high number 

of casualties, the public health system currently needed 5,000 more beds. He noted that 

during the temporary ceasefire 121 trucks of medical equipment had been delivered to the 

agency's warehouses in the Gaza Strip (al-Quds, November 29, 2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip 

!Adnan Abu Hasna, UNRWA's media advisor in the Gaza Strip, again said that the number 

of trucks entering the Gaza Strip during the ceasefire did not meet their needs or have any 

effect on the humanitarian situation. The amount of cooking gas entering the Gaza Strip was 

only one third of what was necessary. He claimed the Gaza Strip needed 200 trucks a day for 

months in a row. He also claimed that since the markets in the north and south were empty,2 

food should also be brought into the Strip (al-Ghad TV, November 30, 2023). 

 

!
2 For pictures of people shopping in the markets in Gaza, see the ITIC report, "Operation Iron Swords, 
Updated 1 p.m., November 29, 2023." 
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Adnan Abu Hasna interviewed by al-Ghad TV, November 30, 2023  

 

!Senior PIJ terrorist Daoud Shehab, in charge of the PIJ media information bureau, said 

the aid delivered during the six days of the temporary ceasefire was insufficient and met no 

more than 20% of the residents' needs. He said they opposed the deliveries and instead 

wanted a full opening of "the crossings," the introduction of aid should become "routine" and 

"trade should return to its previous level." He claimed it was not an exaggeration to say 

Palestinians found it difficult to obtain a morsel of bread or water (SAMA, October 29, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Gazans line up for water (Wafa YouTube channel, November 29, 2023). Left: Gazans 
evacuated from Gaza City take advantage of the ceasefire to go to the beach 

 (Wafa YouTube channel, November 29, 2023) 

!At a forum held by the Algerian newspaper al-Shorouk on the subject of aid for the Gaza Strip, 

Yusuf Hamdan, Hamas representative in Algeria, said Gaza's most pressing need was 

medical aid because "all the hospitals" were not providing services, the establishment of field 

hospitals had to be accelerated. He called on the Algerian government and people to join the 

effort. He claimed a lot of aid had arrived in Gaza which the residents might not need, such as 

equipment for treating COVID-19 and foods that required kitchens and electricity or gas for 

cooking, such as flour. He added that efforts had to be coordinated to send effective aid such 
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as fast food, mattresses, clothes and tents, especially in light of the cold weather in Gaza (al-

Shorouk website, November 28, 2023). 

!Ahmed Ibrahimi, chairman of the El Baraka Association,3 said the association had brought 

11 trucks carrying humanitarian aid into Gaza and had opened ten shelters in different areas 

of the Strip, including three in the last few days, to ensure "real care" for the displaced 

Palestinians by providing hot meals, clothes and mattresses. He claimed 18 El Baraka 

volunteers distributing aid in the Gaza Strip had been killed, and the association's 

headquarters had been attacked and destroyed. He claimed the association had been 

stockpiling food for many months before the start of Operation al-Aqsa Storm, which most 

Gazans did because they knew "aggression" could resume at any moment. He added that the 

association had divided its food stocks and teams into seven areas in the Gaza Strip to transfer 

aid from the southern Gaza Strip to the north (al-Shorouk website, November 28, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yusuf Hamdan, Hamas representative in Algeria (al-Shorouk website, November 28, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trucks carrying humanitarian aid enter the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing 

 (Wafa YouTube channel,  November 29, 2023) 

!
3 The El Baraka Association for Charitable and Humanitarian Work is a charitable association. Its 
chairman visited the Gaza Strip several times as part of Miles of Smiles convoys. 



*+!

"#$%"&!

The Northern Arena 

Lebanon 

!After several days of quiet during the temporary ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, on the morning 

November 30, 2023, IDF aerial defense fighters intercepted a suspicious target that crossed 

the border from Lebanon into Israeli territory (IDF spokesperson, November 30, 2023). 

!Hezbollah held a conference in memory of the son of Muhammad Raad, head of the 

Hezbollah faction in the parliament, who was killed "as a shaheed on the way to 

Jerusalem." The conference was attended by senior Hezbollah terrorist operatives, members 

of Lebanese Parliament, the commander of the Lebanese Army, PIJ secretary general Ziyad 

al-Nakhalah and others (al-Manar, November 30, 2023). November 23, 2023. 

The Lebanese government 

!Nabih Berri, the speaker of the Lebanese Parliament, met in the village of Ayn al-Tina with 

French envoy Jean-Yves Le Drian, who presented him with an American and Israeli proposal 

that included changes to Resolution 1701. Berri stated that Lebanon opposed changes to 

Resolution 1701, adding that Lebanon's international borders were known and clear. He 

emphasized that they still adhered to the Resolution, while Israel had [allegedly] violated it 

"thousands of times" (al-Joumhouria, November 30, 2023). Muhammad Raad, chairman of 

the Hezbollah faction in the parliament, also met with Jean-Yves Le Drian, and with French 

ambassador to Lebanon (al-Ghad , November 30, 2023). 

 

 

Judea and Samaria 

Terrorist attack in Jerusalem 

!On the morning of November 30, 2023, a shooting attack was carried out at the Givat Shaul 

Intersection at the entrance to Jerusalem. Two Palestinians armed with an M-16 rifle and a 

pistol drove to the intersection. They exited the vehicle and started shooting at civilians who 

were standing at a bus stop, killing three Israeli civilians and wounding 14, four of them 

critically. Two soldiers and an armed civilian, who were at the scene of the attack at the time, 

shot and killed the terrorists. 
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The scene of the shooting attack at the entrance to Jerusalem 
 (Right: Israel Police Force spokesperson's unit; Left: Shehab X account, November 30, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The weapons used by the terrorists (Israel Police Force spokesperson's unit, November 30, 2023) 

 

!According to reports, the terrorists were brothers Murad Nimr, 38 years old, and Ibrahim 

Nimr, 30 years old, from the Sur Baher neighborhood in east Jerusalem. The two were 

released prisoners and Hamas terrorist operatives. Murad was imprisoned in Israel between 

2010 and 2020 for terrorist activity directed by Hamas from the Gaza Strip, and Ibrahim in 2014 

for terrorist activity (Israeli media, Israel Police Force, November 30, 2023). Following the 

attack, Israeli security forces raided their house in Sur Baher and detained several family 

members (QudsN X account, November 30, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The terrorists who carried out the shooting attack in Jerusalem: Murad (right) and Ibrahim Nimr 
(Shehab X account, November 30, 2023) 
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Right: A notice honoring the terrorists, Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades operatives Ibrahim (right) 
and Murad Nimr (Amal Salom's X account November 30, 2023) Left: A Palestinian cartoon after 

the shooting attack in Jerusalem. Gaza is paused, while Jerusalem is active                                             
(Alaa' al-Laqta's Facebook page, November 30, 2023) 

 

!Hamas issued a mourning notice for the deaths of Marad Muhammad Nimr and Ibrahim 

Muhammad Nimr, terrorist operatives of its military wing. The notice claimed the attack was 

carried out as a "natural response" "to Israel's unprecedented crimes, the brutal massacres 

in the Gaza Strip and the killing of the children in Jenin, the numerous violations against the 

prisoners in Israeli jails and the continued violations at al-Aqsa Mosque, preventing 

worshipers from reaching it" (Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, November 30, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hamas mourning notice (Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, November 30, 2023) 
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Reactions to the shooting attack 

!PIJ spokesman Musab al-Breem, noted that according to the "resistance" [terrorist 

organizations], Jerusalem would continue to be the title for the campaign and motivate all 

Palestinians He claimed the attack was proof of the Palestinians' choice and proof that they 

were still here and would not make do with standing firm, but would fight to preserve 

Jerusalem and its [allegedly Muslim] identity. He claimed Israel had to internalize that all 

forms of "aggression" against the Palestinians would not break their will to fight, as they were 

determined to continue the conflict in Judea, Samaria, Jerusalem and in all the arenas. He 

said they were continuing to arm the West Bank and the next hours and days would prove to 

Israel that the option of sacrifice, martyrdom and confrontation was stronger than Israeli  

"aggression" (AlMayadeenLive TV X account, November 7, 2023). 

!Mahmoud Mardawi, a senior Hamas terrorist operative from Qalqilya, who was expelled to 

the Gaza Strip in the Gilad Shalit exchange deal, called the shooting attack an "act of heroism 

and a natural response to Israel's [alleged] crimes " in the Gaza Strip, and to the "heinous 

crime" in Jenin on November 29, in which two children were killed. He added that the 

response was a message to Israel and further "proof" of the strength of the "resistance" 

[terrorist organizations] and its ability to attack anywhere. He called on the Palestinians to 

continue carrying out "high-quality attacks" against IDF forces and "settlers" [Israeli civilians] 

in all areas (Palinfo, November 30, 2023). 

! Ibrahim al-Madhoun, a Hamas political commentator, wrote that the attack was in response 

to Israel's "massacres" in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, and as a form of support for the 

Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades' nukhba [Hamas' elite terrorist force, which carried out the 

invasion and massacre on October 7]. He claimed the attack sent the message that Israel's 

"brutality" would be met with "high-quality [mass casualty] attacks" and that as long the 

"occupation" existed, there would be many "high-quality" attacks (Ibrahim al-Madhoun's X 

account, November 30, 2023). 

Preventive and counterterrorism activities  

! The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities throughout Judea and 

Samaria. The Palestinian media reported that during the past day the forces detained 40 

Palestinians in Judea and Samaria (Wafa, November 30, 2023). The PA ministry of health in 

Ramallah reported that since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip (October 7, 2023), a 
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total of 247 Palestinians were killed in Judea and Samaria (ministry of health in Ramallah 

Facebook page, November 30, 2023). 

!On the morning of October 30, 2023, extensive activity by Israeli security forces in Tulkarm 

was reported. Ten Palestinians were detained (Shehab X account, November 30, 2023). The 

Palestinians also reported the detention of Faze’ Sawafta, a senior Hamas terrorist in Tubas 

(Shehab X account, November 30, 2023). 

!On November 29, 2023, during an Israeli security force operation in the Jenin refugee camp, 

two wanted terrorist operatives were killed: Muhammad al-Zubeidi, senior commander of the 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s (PIJ) Jenin Battalion, who was involved in several shooting attacks 

in the Jenin area, and Wissam Hanoun. Three M-16 assault rifles were found in the building 

where they had barricaded themselves. In addition, during the activity in the camp, an 

underground shaft and a lathe for manufacturing weapons were located and destroyed. IEDs 

and large quantities of ammunition were found, and 17 wanted Palestinians were detained 

(IDF spokesperson website, November 29, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Muhammad al-Zubeidi (right) and Wissam Hanoun (left) (Ma'an, November 29, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weapons found during the activity in Jenin. Left: Shaft found                                                                             
(IDF spokesperson, November 29, 2023) 
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!Following the killing of the two senior operatives in the Jenin refugee camp and the deaths 

of two children in a security activity in Jenin, Hamas issued a statement condemning the 

"storming" of Jenin and calling on the Palestinians, revolutionary youth and "resistance" 

[terrorist] brigades to escalate the confrontation with Israel (Hamas Telegram channel, 

November 29, 2023). 

!The PIJ in Judea and Samaria stressed they were determined to confront the enemy, no 

matter what the cost. They called on all Palestinians to embark on an all-out resistance to 

make Israel "pay for its crimes" (PIJ media information office Telegram channel, November 

29, 2023). 

!The PA foreign ministry condemned the "execution" of the two Palestinian children and 

called on the international community to implement the UN resolution and end the 

occupation (PA foreign ministry Telegram channel, November 29, 2023). 

Palestinian Authority  

! Mahmoud Abbas, Palestinian Authority chairman, spoke on the occasion of the 

international day of solidarity with the Palestinians, marked annually on November 29. He 

said the current solidarity day was marked with "deliberate and systematic harm to the 

Palestinian people." He stressed that the world should not stand idly by in the face of the 

killing and harm to the Palestinian people, and that ending the occupation and implementing 

the rights of the Palestinian people were the only way to achieve stability and peace in the 

region. Referring to the situation in the Gaza Strip, he said it was imperative to stop "Israeli 

aggression" immediately. He rejected the idea of dividing the Gaza Strip, reducing its territory, 

or redeploying IDF forces inside the Strip. He reiterated that there would be no separate 

Palestinian state in the Gaza Strip and there would be no Palestinian state without the Gaza 

Strip (Wafa, November 29, 2023). 

! Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, met in Ramallah with 

members of the G7 countries and Norway to discuss the latest developments on the ground 

during the sixth day of the humanitarian ceasefire. The parties also discussed possible courses 

of action to establish longer periods of truce, end the war in the Gaza Strip definitively, end 

the fighting in Judea, Samaria and east Jerusalem, and deal with the economic crisis facing 

the PA (Hussein al-Sheikh’s X account, November 29, 2023). 
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Reception in Ramallah for the sixth group of released Palestinian prisoners 
 (QudsN X account, November 30, 2023) 

 

 

 

Iran 
! Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke with his UAE counterpart, 

Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to discuss developments in the Middle East, the situation 

during the temporary ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, and the importance of delivering 

humanitarian aid to the residents of Gaza. Abdollahian strongly condemned the "war crimes 

of the Zionist regime" and stressed the need for Arab and Islamic countries to support the 

Palestinians (ISNA, November 29, 2023). 

! Hossein Salami, commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), said at a 

meeting of Basij members in Qazvin Province that the terrorist attack on October 7 had proved 

that the collapse of the "Zionist regime" was closer and simpler than anything the Zionists 

and Americans thought. He noted that in the event of another similar attack, Israel could be 

eliminated within 48 hours. He added that Israel had suffered heavy losses in the war which it 

was hiding, and did not want to continue the war. Therefore, it would eventually have to agree 

to a ceasefire (Tasnim, November 30, 2023). 

Iranian militias 

! Grant Shapps, the British Secretary of State for Defence, announced that Britain had 

decided to move the destroyer HMS Diamond to the Persian Gulf amid fears that attacks by 

Iran's proxies would intensify. He said the step was taken at the request of their partners, and 

it sent a clear message to Iran and its proxies not to intervene in the war. Shapps said recent 
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events had proven how critical the Middle East was to global stability and the current 

deployment of forces would help ensure freedom of navigation in the region and the safe flow 

of trade (The Telegraph, November 30, 2023). 

Iraq and Syria 

!According to an "American Department of Defense official," rockets were fired at an American 

base in the Euphrates River area of Syria. It was noted that it was the first attack on an 

American base since the truce between Israel and Hamas began (UAE daily The National, 

November 29, 2023). 

Yemen 

!The American Army Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that on November 29, 2023, at 

around 11 a.m. Yemen time, the destroyer USS Carney intercepted an Iranian-made KAS-04 

UAV in the southern Red Sea. According to CENTCOM, the aircraft was launched by the Houthis 

in Yemen, and it was impossible to know what its purpose was (CENTCOM X account, 

November 30, 2023). 

!In response to a statement by the foreign ministers of the G7 countries calling on the Houthis 

to stop threatening international shipping routes, Houthi spokesman Muhammad 

Abdeslam said that the way in which these countries legitimized "the Zionist entity’s" (Israel) 

self-defense violated international law and that Yemeni naval forces were committed to 

defending Yemen's maritime territory "in accordance with their sovereign powers." Referring 

to recent naval operations, Abdeslam claimed they were limited to Israeli ships, as indicated 

in their repeated warnings that ships belonging to or linked to Israel would be targeted. As for 

the crew of the hijacked Galaxy Leader, Abdeslam said the takeover was carried out as a sign 

of solidarity with the Palestinians, and that the fate of the ship was related to the decisions of 

the Palestinian "resistance" and how it could be served in the confrontation with Israel 

(Abdeslam's Telegram channel, November 29, 2023). 

The Arab Arena 

Iraq 

! Falih al-Fayyad, chairman of the Popular Mobilization, visited the headquarters of al-

Mayadeen network in Lebanon and expressed condolences for the deaths of two of its 

employees in an exchange of fire between the IDF and Hezbollah. Interviewed by the network, 
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al-Fayyad said the Palestinian issue was important to the Iraqi people and Iraq would 

continue to defend it. He praised the network's "credibility," noting that it contributed to the 

interests of all the peoples in the region (al-Mayadeen network X account, November 30, 

2023). 

Jordan  

!According to Jordanian parliamentary sources, a number of parliamentarians wrote to 

senior Hamas terrorist Ismail Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, to demand that 

Hamas include Jordanian prisoners in Israeli jails on the list of exchanges with Israel. 

Haniyeh's reply was positive and confirmed Hamas' promise to include the names. Zaher 

Jabarin, who holds Hamas' prisoner portfolio, said the abducted soldiers in the Gaza Strip 

would be released only in return for the release of all the Palestinian prisoners and the Arab, 

Jordanian and non-Jordanian prisoners in Israeli jails (aljazeera.net, November 29, 2023). 

!A survey conducted by the Institute for Strategic Studies at the University of Jordan 

showed that two-thirds of Jordan's residents strongly support "Hamas' surprise attack on 

Israel on October 7," and only 8% do not. According to the survey, conducted among a sample 

of 1,200 residents, 86% of Jordanians are dissatisfied with the position of Western countries 

towards the war. It also emerged that about 70% watch al-Jazeera to follow the fighting in the 

Gaza Strip (the University Institute website, November 29, 2023). 

 

The International Arena 

United Nations Security Council  

! The foreign ministers of the UN Security Council convened to discuss developments in 

the Gaza Strip. Israel and the United States opposed the call for a permanent ceasefire. The 

meeting ended without any resolutions issued. In a speech given at the opening of the 

meeting, UN Secretary-General António Guterres said the acts of sexual violence 

perpetrated by the Palestinian organizations during the October 7 attacks should be 

investigated. Regarding the situation in the Gaza Strip, he claimed that there was no safe place 

in the Gaza Strip and they estimated that about 80% of the Gazans had been forced to leave 

their homes, and 45% of the houses had been damaged or completely destroyed. He also 

noted that the scale of the destruction and death in the Gaza Strip indicated the use of 

weapons that cause extensive damage in populated areas. Guterres said intensive 
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negotiations were underway to extend the ceasefire, which they welcomed, but they believed 

there should be a real humanitarian ceasefire. Regarding the supply of fuel to the Gaza Strip, 

he clarified that the quantity was insufficient for basic needs (Reuters, November 29, 2023). 

!During the discussion, Qatari Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman said that they were in contact with all international partners to de-escalate the 

situation in the Gaza Strip and that they expected additional steps to be taken by the Security 

Council to reach a permanent ceasefire. Sameh Shoukry, Egyptian foreign minister, said 

the destruction in the Gaza Strip was unprecedented and the aid that had entered so far was 

insufficient. Khalifa Shaheen Almarar, UAE minister of state for foreign affairs, said they 

condemned the policy of collective punishment against the Palestinian people and that the 

decision on the future of the Gaza Strip had to remain in the hands of the Palestinian people. 

The Jordanian foreign minister said Israel had thwarted all the peace efforts over the past 

thirty years (Wafa, November 29, 2023). 

! In a speech delivered electronically at the UN Security Council meeting, Iranian Foreign 

Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said that so far, the UN, and especially the Security 

Council, had not fulfilled their legal and moral responsibility for the Palestinian issue. He 

noted that the main reason was the unconditional United States support for Israel. He claimed 

it was a "moral failure" on the part of the international community, which should have acted 

to prevent the continuation of Israeli attacks in Gaza. He called on the Security Council to work 

toward the establishment of a permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, prevent the removal of 

Palestinians from their homeland, allow the immediate delivery of humanitarian aid to the 

residents of the Gaza Strip, and prosecute the perpetrators of the crimes in the Strip (Tasnim, 

November 30, 2023). 

!On the sidelines of the meeting, Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan said Saudi Arabia 

was working for a permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip. He referred to the situation in the 

Gaza Strip as "intolerable" and pointed out that international public opinion regarding the 

events in the Gaza Strip had begun to change. He called on the international community to 

act to end the fighting and the "siege" and bring humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip (al-

Arabiya, November 29, 2023). 

United States  

! American Secretary of State Antony Blinken landed in Israel for a quick visit where he 

hoped to discuss with senior Israeli officials the extension of the ceasefire and the increase of 
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humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. In United States assessment, it will not be possible to 

extend the ceasefire for too long.  

! The United States Treasury Department has imposed sanctions on over twenty individuals 

and entities involved in a financial facilitation network that benefits Iran’s Ministry of Defense 

and Armed Forces Logistics, the Iranian Armed Forces General Staff, and Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps-Qods Force (Treasury Department website, November 29, 2023). 

France  

! French foreign ministry spokesperson said France was working together with the European 

Union to impose sanctions on Hamas commanders. She noted that they also did not rule out 

imposing EU sanctions on Israeli settlers who had targeted Palestinians in the West Bank 

(Reuters, November 29, 2023). 

Germany  

! The head of the German intelligence services warned that due to the war between Israel and 

Hamas, there was a high risk of Islamist-motivated attacks. He noted there had recently been 

calls for carrying out attacks and calls for al-Qaeda and ISIS to enter the conflict in the Middle 

East. Therefore, he said, the authorities were increasing security, especially for Jews, Jewish 

institutions and mass events (Agence France-Presse, November 29, 2023).                                                   
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