
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

224-23 

)מ"למ( ןיעידומה תשרומל זכרמה  
רורטלו ןיעידומל עדימה זכרמ  

 
 

)מ"למ( ןיעידומה תשרומל זכרמה  
רורטלו ןיעידומל עדימה זכרמ  

 
 

)מ"למ( ןיעידומה תשרומל זכרמה  
רורטלו ןיעידומל עדימה זכרמ  

 
 

)מ"למ( ןיעידומה תשרומל זכרמה  
רורטלו ןיעידומל עדימה זכרמ  

 
 

  
   

 

 

 

Overview1 
 The southern arena: The IDF integrated maneuver in Gaza City and the northern Gaza Strip 

continued. Since the beginning of the war, the forces have attacked more than 15,000 terrorist 

targets in Gaza, destroying and confiscating about 6,000 weapons. The IDF also took control 

of 11 posts belonging to Hamas’ military-terrorist wing. Over the past few days, Israeli Air Force 

aircraft, with the help of the ground forces, attacked about 5,000 targets. Two rockets 

launched from Syria at fell in open areas, and a number of UAV launches at the Eilat-Arava 

region were identified, at least one of them from Syria. Senior Hamas terrorists still claim they 

have the upper hand in the campaign.  

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 361 of them soldiers and officers; 239 civilian 

and military abductees are held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. Hamas 

and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) sources accuse Israel of delaying a deal to release the 

abductees.  

 
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
 

Northern 
Arena 

•175 attacks 
•72 Hezbollah operatives 
killed 

•10 other terrorist-
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Casualties 

•About 1,200 military and 
civilian dead (unofficial 
estimate) 

•Abducted – 239 
•Five abductees returned 

 

Rocket Fire 

•About 9,500 rockets and 
mortar shells  

•About 12% failed 
launches 
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 The Gaza Strip: According to reports, the situation in the Gaza Strip is difficult, mainly in the 

hospitals. The Shifa Hospital has allegedly stopped functioning. The migration of residents 

from the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City southward continues. Turkey offered to evacuate 

the wounded to its territory. Jordan sent another aircraft with humanitarian aid. 

 Hamas: For the first time, signs Hamas is cracking may have been detected, because Abu 

Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, used the term "betrayal," apparently 

in connection with the military support they were expecting from outside the Gaza Strip. 

 The northern arena: Hezbollah continued attacking IDF posts and Israeli cities, towns and 

villages near the Lebanese border. The IDF responded with artillery fire and airstrikes on 

Hezbollah targets, including an attack deep inside Lebanese territory. Hezbollah announced 

that nine of its operatives had been killed, and the Amal movement announced the death of 

one operative in an IDF attack. Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah secretary general, in a speech 

dealing with the war in the Gaza Strip, elaborated on what he called the "support front," 

claiming that Hezbollah had introduced additional weapons into the campaign and that the 

front would remain active. 

 Judea and Samaria: The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities. 

Hamas complained about Israel’s escalating its detentions and the treatment of detainees 

and prisoners in prisons. Support demonstrations continued in Judea and Samaria. 

 The Arab arena: On November 11, 2023, a summit meeting of Arab League leaders was held 

in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, combined with an emergency summit meeting of the Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation. The conference called for the cessation of hostilities and the dispatch of 

aid to the Gaza Strip. Hamas and PIJ spokesmen criticized the call as “insufficient.” Meetings 

were held on the sidelines of the summit to discuss the events in the Gaza Strip. 

  The international arena: The UN Security Council held a session to discuss the situation, at 

the end of which no resolutions were issued. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

 The integrated ground maneuver: IDF forces continued operating in Gaza City and the 

northern Gaza Strip, destroying terrorist operational headquarters and command and control 

rooms, rocket facilities and launch sites, munitions and logistics warehouses, government 

and intelligence targets and terrorist tunnels. Terrorists were killed, including nukhba 
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terrorist operatives who participated in the October 7 massacre (IDF spokesman, November 

10-12, 2023). 

 Since the beginning of the war, the forces have attacked more than 15,000 terrorist 

targets in the Gaza Strip, destroying and confiscating about 6,000 weapons, including 

anti-tank missiles, anti-aircraft missiles, rockets, IEDs ammunition and explosives (IDF 

spokesman, November 10, 2023). In addition, from the beginning of the ground maneuver, 

the IDF has taken control of 11 posts belonging to Hamas’ military-terrorist wing (IDF 

spokesman, November 11, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weapons found near a kindergarten in Beit Hanoun (northern Gaza Strip)                                                    
(IDF spokesman’s website, November 11, 2023) 

 So far, the security forces in the Gaza Strip have killed about twenty terrorist operatives from 

various organizations, mainly Hamas, most of them released in the Gilad Shalit exchange deal, 

who were responsible for directing terrorist attacks. Half of them belonged to the West Bank 

Headquarters, in charge of recruiting terrorists from Judea, Samaria and Jerusalem and 

financing and managing their terrorist activity. In addition, more than ten targets were 

attacked where Hamas operatives were staying, who were released in the Gilad Shalit 

exchange deal had continued to engage in terrorist activity, especially financing and planning 

terrorist attacks in Judea, Samaria and Israel. 

 The recent key events (IDF spokesman, November 10-12, 2023): 

 After neutralizing terrorist facilities and ridding the Gaza City area of terrorists, IDF 

infantry, armored and engineering forces, with the assistance of the Air Force and 

special forces, entered Hamas’ “security quarter” in the heart of the city near the Shifa 

Hospital, waging battles in which about fifty terrorists were killed. Intelligence 
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documents were found and ammunition, tunnels, sites for the production of weapons 

and anti-tank launchers were destroyed (November 10, 2023). 

 The IDF forces took control of Hamas' Badr post and attacked the “ship” post, where 

they located and destroyed a site for the production of weapons, launch positions and 

an underground network. The forces also operated at the Blue Beach Hotel on the coast 

in the northern Gaza Strip, where about 30 terrorists fired anti-tank missiles at the 

forces. The hotel rooms were used for shelter and planning attacks above and below 

ground (November 10, 2023). 

 The fighters raided the office of Muhammad Sinwar, the brother of Yahya al-Sinwar, 

head of the Hamas political bureau in the Gaza Strip, and confiscated terrorist 

equipment and combat instruction books (November 10, 2023). 

 IDF forces destroyed a container located on the seashore inside of which were about 

twenty rocket launchers. A rocket launcher was located near residential buildings in the 

Sheikh Ajlin neighborhood (November 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: An operating and calibration system for anti-aircraft rockets found in a Hamas military 
outpost. Left: Additional weapons (IDF spokesman’s website, November 10, 2023) 

 Fierce battles were waged in the south Sheikh Ajlin neighborhood in the west of Gaza 

City, in which IDF forces killed terrorists from the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades’ Sabra 

Battalion. The forces located and destroyed terrorist tunnel shafts and tunnels, rocket 

launchers, weapons warehouses and observation posts (November 11, 2023). 

 On November 11, 2023, fierce fighting took place in the Shati refugee camp. In one of 

the battles, where civilians were identified in a building, the forces allowed them to 

evacuate along a secure route. During the evacuation, terrorists fired at the security 

forces (IDF spokesman, November 12, 2023). 
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Activities of IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman website, November 11, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Documenting the forces’ activities (IDF spokesman website, November 10, 2023) 

 Aerial activity: In recent days Israeli Air Force aircraft, with the assistance of the ground 

forces, attacked approximately 5,000 terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip. About 3,300 strikes 

were carried out by fighter jets, about 860 by helicopter gunships and over 570 out by UAVs 

(IDF spokesman, November 11, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attacking targets in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman website, November 10, 2023) 
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Attacking targets in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman website, November 12, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: An attack near the Indonesian Hospital in the northern Gaza Strip. Left: Israel Air Force 
attack in the al-Saftawi area in the northern Gaza Strip (QudsN X account, November 11, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Night strikes. Flares light the sky (Wafa YouTube channel, November 12, 2023) 

 Naval activity: On the night of November 10, 2023, Israeli Navy forces attacked buildings 

used by Hamas in the northern Gaza Strip, including warehouses where the Hamas naval force 

stored equipment. Under the direction of infantry forces, naval forces attacked buildings in 

the Shati refugee camp (IDF spokesman, November 11, 2023). Since the beginning of the 

fighting, Israeli Navy vessels have attacked hundreds of terrorist targets, including 

observation posts, anti-tank squads, vessels, posts and military facilities. As of November 10, 

forces at sea and on land had killed approximately 200 terrorists, among them Hamas naval 
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commando operatives. In addition, Shayetet 13th forces carried out special operations and 

raids (IDF spokesman, November 10, 2023). 

Reactions to IDF activity 

 Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, in a speech broadcast live, 

said that [IDF] tanks were indeed advancing over the ruins, but were facing "violent resistance 

and fierce clashes" forcing them to retreat and change their "invasion methods." He claimed 

that during the last 48 hours, they had documented successful attacks on 25 IDF vehicles and 

promised they would “publish the documentation soon.” He also claimed that Hamas fighters 

[terrorist operatives] were coming up from underground, emerging at ground level and from 

the ruins, and alleged that Israel's only achievement was “killing children, women and 

civilians and attacking hospitals” (al-Aqsa, November 12, 2023). 

 At a press conference held in Beirut, senior Hamas operatives Osama Hamdan and Bassem 

Na'im read a statement on behalf of the movement, stating that Israel had expanded its 

attacks to most hospitals in Gaza City and the northern Gaza Strip, and that more than 64 

hospitals and health centers were no longer functional. Osama Hamdan falsely claimed that 

the losses suffered by the IDF had caused it to form a new tank battalion of old model Merkava 

tanks, which were waiting to be retired from service, and that the number of IDF casualties 

was several times greater than reported (Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, 

November 10, 2023 ). 

 Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, held a press conference in Beirut 

where he claimed that today’s events were one round of the “struggle” and would lead to 

further rounds until total victory had been achieved. He claimed the "crazy war" ended with 

the attack on October 7,and with the great shock that it caused, and it would remain engraved 

in the mind of the world. He noted that the morale of the "resistance" [terrorists] in Gaza was 

still high and if the Israeli forces got out of their tanks [the “resistance”] would fight a guerrilla 

war against them, and if the IDF remained in Gaza, they would wage a war of attrition against 

it (al-Mayadeen TV website, November 10 2023). 

Rocket fire  

 There has been a significant decrease in the number of rocket and mortar shell launches 

since the IDF ground forces entered the Gaza Strip. On the evening of November 11, 2023, 

there were two incidents in which suspicious aerial targets were identified crossing into Israeli 
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territory from the northern Gaza Strip. The Iron Dome aerial defense system successfully 

intercepted them (IDF spokesman, November 11, 2023). 

Rockets from Syria 

  On November 11, 2023, two rocket launches at Israel from Syrian territory were detected. 

The rockets fell in an open area. The IDF attacked the sources of the rocket fire in Syrian 

territory (IDF spokesman, November 11, 2023). 

UAVs launched at Eilat 

 On the afternoon of November 10, 2023, a UAV hit a civilian building in Eilat, Israel’s 

southernmost city. Later, examination revealed that the UAV had been launched from Syria 

(IDF spokesman, November 10, 2023). On the night of November 10, 2023, the IDF attacked 

several targets in Syria (IDF spokesman, November 11, 2023). According to reports, the IDF 

attacked Syrian army and Hezbollah positions east of Homs and seven Hezbollah operatives 

and four Syrian army soldiers were killed (North News Agency, November 11, 2023). 

 On the evening of November 10, 2023, Israeli air defense fighters used a Patriot system to 

intercept a suspicious target in the Arava area. Earlier, a missile was detected and successfully 

intercepted in the Red Sea area, using the Hetz long-range defense system. The target did not 

enter Israeli territory (IDF spokesman, November 10, 2023). 

 The Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen network and the Sabarin News Telegram channel, 

which is affiliated with the pro-Iranian militias in Iraq, reported that an unknown organization 

claimed responsibility for launching two unmanned aircraft towards the city of Eilat. The 

report did not specify from where or when the aircraft were launched (al-Mayadeen and 

Sabarin News, November 12, 2023). Meanwhile, the Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed 

responsibility for attacking a target in Eilat "with appropriate weapons" (Telegram channel of 

the Islamic Resistance in Iraq, November 12, 2023). 

 Since the beginning of the war about 9,500 rockets and mortar shells have been fired at 

Israel from the Gaza Strip. On the first day of the war, more than 3,000 rockets were 

launched. About 12% of them were failed launches that fell in the Gaza Strip and the sea. 

Israel’s air defense system intercepted about 2,000 launches and dozens of unmanned aircraft 

which tried to penetrate Israeli airspace (IDF spokesman, November 10 and 11,2023). 
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Israeli casualties 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, approximately 1,200 Israeli 

civilians and security personnel have been killed, 361 of them soldiers and officers; 239 

civilian and military abductees are held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip, 

35 children and adolescents under the age of 18, 32 over the age of 65. Five abductees 

were released. 

The issue of the abductees 

 At a press conference in Beirut, Senior Hamas terrorist Bassem Na'im claimed Hamas was 

ready to release the civilian hostages if [the terrorists] were guaranteed safe passage in the 

Gaza Strip. He claimed Hamas was working with the mediators to reach an agreement with 

Israel, but was encountering an unprecedented lack of response. Na'im claimed the Israelis 

acted as if the issue did not bother them (AP, October 11, 2023). 

 Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, claimed Israel was procrastinating on 

the issue of the abductees and sabotaging the negotiations, and that was why the deal had 

stalled. He claimed that eventually Israel would be forced into a deal for the exchange of its 

military abductees, which would mean emptying Israel's prisons (al-Mayadeen TV website, 

November 10, 2023). 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 
 Hamas’ media information bureau in the Gaza Strip reported that as of 8 p.m. on November 

11, 2023, the number of dead in Gaza stood at 11,100 and the number of wounded at 28,000 

(Hamas media information bureau, November 11, 2023). With the exception of the number of 

casualties, which is updated daily by the ministry of health in Gaza, authorities in the Gaza 

Strip do not often publish information about them. 

 The IDF spokesman reported the killing of Ahmed Siam, the commander of the regional 

company for the al-Nasser and Sheikh Radwan neighborhoods, who held about a thousand 

residents of the Gaza Strip as hostages in the Rantisi Hospital and prevented them from 

evacuating to the south. He was killed while hiding in the al-Buraq School; a number of Hamas 



10 

224-23 

terrorist operatives who were under his command were killed with him (IDF account X, 

November 11, 2023). 

 On November 10, the death of Ra'a Hamam Isma'il Haniyeh, the granddaughter of Isma'il 

Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, was reported. Taher al-Nunu, Ismail Haniyeh's 

media advisor, confirmed she had been killed along with twenty other members of her family 

and relatives in the attack on the al-Buraq school. He claimed the members of the Haniyeh 

family had moved from their home in the al-Shati refugee camp to the school where many 

Palestinians took refuge (Masbar website, November 11, 2023). Ra'a had recently returned 

from Qatar to study medicine at the Islamic University (Muhammad Haniyeh’s X account, 

November 10, 2023; X account of Bilal Nizar Riyan, November 10, 2023). 

 Al-Qaradaghi, the secretary general of the International Union of Muslim Scholars, a 

radical Islamic organization based in Qatar, sent his condolences to Haniyeh, calling it an 

example of the families of true leaders whose family did not flee and whose grandchildren 

clung to their land (Al-Qaradaghi’s X account, November 10, 2023). The same position was 

taken by many people on the web, who wrote that Ra'a's death was an answer to the 

“detractors” and people wondering where the leaders and their families were while the 

residents of Gaza were being killed (Note: Ismail Haniyeh and his immediate family are in 

Qatar). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Ahmed Siam (IDF spokesman’s Facebook for the Arab media, November 8, 2023). Left: 
Ra'a Haniyeh (Bilal Nizar Riyan's X account, November 10, 2023) 

 IDF forces killed a number of the nukhba terrorists who participated in the October 7 

massacre, among them Ahmed Musa, commander of a nukhba company, and Omar al-Hindi, 

commander of a platoon entrenched in western Jabaliya. Ahmed Musa was one of the 

commanders of the raids on the Zikim base, Kibbutz Zikim and the Yiftach post. He recently 

led an offensive against IDF forces in western Jabaliya. Muhammad Kahlout, head of the 
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Hamas sniper unit in the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades’ Northern Battalion, was also killed (IDF 

account X, November 11, 2023). 

  Bara’ Nizar Riyan, Ahmed Musa's cousin, confirmed the news of his death. He wrote that 

Ahmed Yasser Harb Musa, one of the commanders of the nukhba forces in the Izz al-Din 

Qassam Brigades, was the son of Yasser Harb Musa, a member of Hamas’ political bureau, and 

the grandson of Abd al-Rahman Tamraz, a member of Hamas’ founding generation and who 

co-founded the military wing under the supervision of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin at the beginning 

the 1980s. Ahmed's brother, Muhammad Yasser Musa, was also killed during the war (Bilal 

Nizar Ryan's X account, November 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ahmed Musa (Bilal Nizar Ryan's X account, November 10, 2023)  

The situation in Gaza 
 The passage of thousands of residents of the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City towards the 

south continued, urged by the IDF, despite the difficulties posed by Hamas. According to the 

IDF spokesman, 200,000 people have been evacuated in recent days. However, Hamas 

published videos on social media claiming that contrary to the IDF's reports, the northern 

Gaza Strip had not been emptied and many residents were still in the area (QudsN X account, 

November 10, 2023). Senior Hamas terrorist Ghazi Hamad denied that Hamas fighters had 

opened fire on residents trying to leave the city or the hospital. He falsely said the reports were 

"lies," and claimed Hamas did not have guards at the hospital gates to prevent people from 

entering or leaving (Los Angeles Times, November 11, 2023). 
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Residents from Gaza City and the northern Gaza Strip evacuate to the south                                                 
(al-Ghad TV, November 12, 2023) 

  Sources in Hamas warned about the conditions in Shifa Hospital and warned about the 

consequences of the escalation in the nearby area, which they claimed had been attacked five 

times in 24 hours. They said the United States government bore full responsibility for the " 

heinous crime against a hospital.” They called on the UN and the Arab countries to intervene 

immediately (Shehab, November 10, 2023. Dr. Ashraf al-Qidra, spokesman for the Hamas-

controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip, falsely reported that the Shifa Hospital was 

no longer functioning because the fuel supply had run out, causing a power outage (al-Ghad 

TV, November 12, 2023). 

  On the evening of November 11, 2023, the Ma'an New Agency (considered one of the most 

prominent Palestinian media) published an article entitled "The occupation continues 

intense attacks around the Shifa compound.” Attached to the report were three photos 

testifying to the alleged damage to the hospital (Ma'an, November 11, 2023). However, the 

photos were not from the Shifa Hospital, but photos from the damage done by the PIJ’s failed 

rocket launch near al-Ahli Hospital on October 17, 2023. At the time Israel proved, with a 

recording of a conversation between two Hamas operatives, that the rocket which caused the 

damage had been fired by the PIJ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The photos published by Ma'an Agency (Ma'an, November 11, 2023) 
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  The Palestinian Authority (PA) foreign ministry strongly condemned the attacks on the 

hospitals. It called for a firm international humanitarian stance which would force Israel to 

immediately stop its attacks, stop attacking hospitals, ensure protection for the residents, 

provide all their basic humanitarian needs, and protect the medical staff and the patients 

(Wafa, November 10, 2023). 

  Regarding the hospitals, the IDF announced that it was allowing the evacuation of civilians 

from the Shifa, Rantisi and Nasser hospitals and had opened an additional secure road to 

allow the population of the Gaza Strip to move south on foot and by ambulance. Officers from 

the Gaza Strip’s coordination and liaison directorate of the Gaza Strip recently spoke with the 

director of Shifa Hospital and showed him the possible routes for leaving the hospital (IDF 

spokesman, November 12, 2023). 

Aid for the Gaza Strip 
  Turkish President Erdogan said that Turkey was prepared to receive wounded Palestinians 

in its hospitals. He called for increased pressure on Israel to ensure the passage of the 

wounded from the Gaza Strip. He said that during the November 6, 2023, visit of United States 

Secretary of State Anthony Blinken to Ankara, he had discussed with Turkish Foreign Minister 

Hakan Fidan the possibility of the daily transfer of 500 trucks of humanitarian aid to the Gaza 

Strip. He said that they were trying to stop "the bleeding wound" in the Gaza Strip, and 

stopping Israel would be easier if the United States cooperated with them (Reuters, November 

10, 2023). 

  A "military source at the Jordanian [Armed] Forces Command" reported that for the second 

time since the start of hostilities, a Jordanian Air Force aircraft had delivered equipment and 

medical aid to the Jordanian field hospital in the Gaza Strip. The operation was carried out in 

cooperation with the Israeli Air Force and Qatar, and its objective was to improve the 

capabilities of the hospitals in the Gaza Strip and the resources available to the medical staff 

(Jordan Army website, November 12, 2023). 
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Loading the medical aid onto a Jordanian military aircraft                                                                                           
(Jordanian army website, November 12, 2023) 

Hamas 
 Ismail Haniyeh, chairman of the political bureau of Hamas, arrived in Egypt for a visit 

which lasted several hours. He was accompanied by Khaled Mashaal, chairman of “Hamas 

abroad,” and Khalil al-Haya, head of Hamas bureau of Arab-Islamic relations. They met 

with Abbas Kamel, head of Egyptian General Intelligence (Hamas Telegram channel in 

Judea and Samaria, November 9, 2023). "An Egyptian source" said they discussed the issue of 

releasing a number of foreign hostages in exchange for a temporary respite of up to two days. 

According to the source, the delegation claimed Hamas was open to Egyptian mediation 

efforts, and noted the need to bring fuel into the Strip as quickly as possible during the 

humanitarian ceasefire which Egypt and Qatar were working to achieve. According to "the 

source," Haniyeh stressed Hamas’ continued opposition to the displacement of residents 

anywhere outside of Gaza, and warned that the continued attacks on public facilities in the 

Gaza Strip would force a large number of residents to turn towards the border to meet their 

urgent humanitarian needs. "The source" noted that the senior officials in Cairo emphasized 

Egypt's opposition to most of the concepts regarding the management of the Gaza Strip after 

the war, a position that was welcomed by the members of the Hamas delegation (al-Araby al-

Jadeed, November 9, 2023). 

 For the first time, there might be signs Hamas is cracking. Abu Obeida, spokesman for 

Hamas' military-terrorist wing, gave a speech on November 11, 2023, in which he said “Our 

people! The pain that afflicts us and our people due to the heinous crimes committed by the 

enemy will not hide from the world the pride that fills you in the midst of betrayal and in the 

midst of [Israeli] aggression (Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, November 11, 

2023). Hundreds of web users noted it was the first time that Abu Abeida had used the word 

"betrayal:”  
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 "This is perhaps Abu Obeida's first speech where he did not mention anything outside of 

Gaza, and that they were engaged in a campaign of betrayal and aggression" (Mohamed 

Hamed Alaila's X account, November 11, 2023). 

 “For the first time, Abu Obeida used the word ‘betrayal’ in his speech, referring to the 

[Muslim] nation. He also did not begin his speech with his usual, ‘O masses of our Arab and 

Islamic nation’ (Sayid Ziyad's X account, November 11, 2023). 

 

 

The Northern Arena 

Lebanon  
 Between November 10 and 12, 2023, the attacks on IDF posts and cities, towns and villages 

near the border continued. The attacks included the launching of mortar shells and anti-tank 

missiles, small arms fire, rocket launches, UAVs and shooting at IDF UAVs (IDF spokesman, 

November 10-12, 2023). Hezbollah claimed responsibility for the attacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Three Hezbollah suicide UAVs were launched to attack the Yiftah area and Ramot Naftali areas 
(Telegram channel of Hezbollah's combat information unit, November 10, 2023) 

 IDF forces responded with artillery and tank fire at the sources of the attacks, including an 

airstrike on Hezbollah targets and infrastructure inside Lebanon about 25 miles from the 

Israeli border. Among the targets attacked were terrorist compounds and facilities, 

observation posts and technological means used to direct terrorism. Squads that launched or 

attempted to launch anti-tank missiles were eliminated (IDF spokesman, November 10, 2023). 
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The IDF targets in Lebanon (IDF spokesman’s website, November 11, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The IDF attacks Hezbollah targets in Lebanese territory                                                                                          
(IDF spokesman’s website, November 11, 2023) 

Hezbollah and Amal casualties 
 Hezbollah announced the death of nine operatives who were killed as "martyrs on the way 

to Jerusalem" without specifying the time or location of their death. The dead are (Telegram 

channel of Hezbollah's combat information arm, November 10, 2023). Apparently at least 

seven of them were killed in an attack carried out by Israel in Syria. The dead are: 

 Ali Khalil al-Ali, aka Khader, from the town of Malih in south Lebanon. 

 Muhammad Ali Abbas Assaf, aka Jawad, from the town of Boudai in the Lebanon 

Valley. 

 Abdellatif Hassan Suweidan, aka Safi, from the town of Yatar in south Lebanon. 

 Muhammad Qassem Tallis, aka Abu Ali, from the town of Brital in the Lebanon Valley. 

 Jawad Mehdi Hashem, aka Abu Saleh, from the town of al-Khayam in south Lebanon. 

 Jaafar Ali Sirhan, aka Mehran, from the town of Mashara in the Lebanon Valley. 

 Qassem Muhammad Awada, aka Malak Ghannam, from the town of Jwaya in south 

Lebanon. 

 Hussein Ali Harb, aka al-Mukhtar al-Thakfi, from the town of Sahmar in the Lebanon 

Valley. 
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 Abbas Nazir al-Rashaini, aka Abu Zahraa', from the town of Sahmar in the Lebanon 

Valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hezbollah casualties                                                                                                                                                           
(Telegram channel of Hezbollah's combat information unit, November 10-12, 2023) 

 The Amal movement announced the death of Ali Jamil al-Hajj Daoud, from the town of Malih, 

who was killed in an IDF attack on an Amal post in Rab Thalathine in southern Lebanon (al-

'Ahed News website, November 11, 2023). Following his death, a video was published on 

behalf of the Hani bin Arva unit of the Amal movement, which claimed he had been its 

commander (Jamal Chaiito's X account, November 11, 2023). 
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Right: Ali Jamil al-Hajj Daoud (al-'Ahed News website, November 11, 2023). Left: Ali Jamil Daoud 

from the Amal video, (Jamal Chaiito's X account, November 11, 2023) 

 Following reports that an Israeli bomb hit an ICU at the Meiss al-Jbeil Hospital in south 

Lebanon, causing damage and injuring a doctor, Abdullah Bou Habib, the Lebanese foreign 

minister, accused Israel of attacking the hospital and claimed that it was a "crime against 

humanity" (al-Nashra, November 10, 2023). 

Hezbollah  
  Hezbollah officers reported two achievements to Hezbollah since it began operating against 

Israel: the first is that the IDF is busy on the Lebanese border, and the second is that it is blind 

in terms of intelligence because of the damage to observation towers, communications, 

electronic warfare and other IDF technical equipment along the northern border. According 

to Hezbollah officers, the IDF's two most important outposts are Dvoranit outpost in the 

western sector and Tsiporen outpost in the eastern sector. According to the officers, 

Hezbollah's basic achievements are destruction by damaging military equipment, especially 

tanks, and launching guided missiles (al-Mayadeen, November 10, 2023). 

  A field commander codenamed "Ali," referred to as a "senior Hezbollah official,” said in an 

interview that if they felt there was a 50% chance that Hamas would be destroyed, they would 

go to war against Israel. He said they were playing with the Israelis using Kornet missiles, but 

more powerful weapons were already ready for use, and it was only a matter of time before 

they use them as well. He said a decision on the matter would be made in accordance with 

events on the ground (The Times, November 11, 2023). 

Nasrallah's speech  

  Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah gave a Shaheed Day speech entitled "Life 

on the Way to Jerusalem." The subject was the war in the Gaza Strip. Nasrallah described the 

war as a campaign that was becoming more difficult for Israel due to changes in world public 
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opinion, increasing international pressure, the intensity of resistance from the various arenas 

operating against Israel, and domestic pressures due to the economic damage, displacement 

of people from their homes in the north and south, and pressure from the families of the 

abductees. He called for continued pressure on Israel to prevent it from achievements.  

 According to Nasrallah, in recent days Hezbollah has escalated its activity against Israel by 

using Burkan rockets, assault UAVs and rocket fire, and has penetrated deeper into Israeli 

territory, in accordance with the equation Nasrallah had set forth in his previous speech, 

according to which an escalation in Lebanon or Gaza would lead to escalation on his part. He 

also mentioned the "support front" of Arab and Iranian elements operating against Israel. 

The Lebanese government 
  Abbas Ibrahim, former director of the General Security Directorate, said the objective of 

the October 7 attack was the release of some 5,000 Palestinian prisoners imprisoned in Israel. 

He said he had been asked to be involved in the mediation for the release of the prisoners, 

and met in Qatar with Ismail Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau. Regarding Amos 

Hochstein, President Biden's energy advisor and special envoy to the Middle East, Ibrahim 

said the purpose of his visit to Lebanon was to ensure that Hezbollah would remain out of the 

war. Regarding the Lebanese army, Ibrahim noted that it was fulfilling its role and that there 

was no country in the world whose border was completely secured. He added that Hezbollah 

was not responsible for preventing rockets from being fired at Israel by Palestinian 

organizations from Lebanon, but that it was Lebanon's responsibility. According to him, Israel 

aspires to a regional war, while Hezbollah acts in a militarily calculated manner. Iran may join 

the war given the gradual escalation (al-Anbaa, November 10, 2023).  

 

 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Terrorist attacks 

 Hamas' military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for the shooting attack carried out on 

November 2, 2023, on the road between Shavei Shomron and the community of Einav, near 

Beit Lid in Samaria, in which an Israeli was murdered. A video was also released documenting 

the attack and another attack, in which operatives burned a vehicle near the town of Bal'a, 

east of Tulkarm, to lure IDF forces to the area. When the forces arrived, IEDs were activated 
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against them that had been placed in advance near the vehicle (Palinfo, November 11, 2023; 

al-Mayadeen TV website, November 11, 2023).2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos from the video: Soldiers inspect the vehicle and IEDs explode 
(al-Mayadeen TV X account, November 11, 2023) 

Preventive and counterterrorism activities 

  The Israeli security forces continued their extensive counterterrorism activities in Judea and 

Samaria. Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, more than 1,560 wanted 

Palestinians have been detained, over 930 of them Hamas operatives (IDF spokesman's 

website, November 11, 2023). The ministry of health in Ramallah reported (as of November 11, 

2023, at 3:00 p.m.) that 183 had been killed since the beginning of the war and over 2,500 

wounded (ministry of health in Ramallah Facebook page, November 11, 2023). 

 In the early morning hours of November 10, 2023, Israeli security forces in Hebron 

demolished the homes of two Hamas operatives who carried out the shooting attack (August 

21, 2023) in the southern Mount Hebron in which Batsheva Negri was killed (IDF Spokesman’s 

X account, November 10, 2023). During another activity in Hebron, Israeli security forces 

sealed a printing press and confiscated equipment used to print Hamas incitement materials 

(IDF Spokesman’s X account, November 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 This is a modus operandi that has been used many times by ISIS around the world.  
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Weapons found in counterterrorism activities (IDF website, November 11, 2023) 

 Hamas issued a statement stressing that Israel was escalating the "arbitrary detentions" of 

more Palestinians in Judea and Samaria and that it was using "all forms of torture and 

humiliation" against them, and that the Israel Prison Service, under the orders of "terrorist" 

Ben Gvir, was stepping up violations against the prisoners in a desperate attempt at revenge. 

It called on all human rights organizations and humanitarian institutions around the world to 

take urgent action to expose the "crimes" against the prisoners in prisons and the massacres 

in the Gaza Strip and bring the perpetrators to justice before the international courts (Hamas' 

Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, November 10, 2023). 

  Nabil Abu Rudeina, spokesman for Mahmoud Abbas' office, referred to the events in 

Judea and Samaria in which 15 Palestinians were killed, saying that Israel was escalating its 

war against the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria. He said Israel was striving 

to kill the largest number of Palestinians, uproot them and eliminate the Palestinian cause 

(Wafa, November 10, 2023). 

Support for the Gaza Strip  

 Throughout Judea and Samaria marches in support of the Gaza Strip continued. Many events 

took place after Friday prayers, following Hamas' call to turn the day into a "day of revolution 

and uprising" at all friction points in Judea and Samaria, Jerusalem and Israeli territory, under 

the slogan "Stop the genocide and starvation... Freedom for Palestine." Marches were held, 

among others, in Ramallah, Jenin, Tulkarm, Hebron and Nablus. The demonstrators waved 

Hamas flags, chanted slogans of support for Hamas' military-terrorist wing and called for an 

escalation of the "resistance" in Judea and Samaria (Hamas' Telegram channel in the West 

Bank, November 10, 2023; Hurriya News, November 10, 2023). 
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Right: A march in Ramallah. Fatah and PFLP flags can also be seen (QudsN X Account, November 
10, 2023). Left: A march in Nablus (@Sa7atPlBreaking X account, November 10, 2023) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A procession in Hebron (al-Ghadir TV X account, November 10, 2023) 

 The Bani Abu Jandal3 network, which claims to have dozens of PA security apparatus 

operatives as its members, published a second list (the first was published on November 6, 

2023) of 13 operatives and officers in the PA's security forces in Ramallah, al-Bireh and Nablus, 

who announced they were stopping to obey orders because of the PA's policy regarding the 

war in the Gaza Strip (arabi21 website, November 11, 2023). 

Palestinian Authority 

 On November 9, 2023, PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh participated in the 

International Conference on Humanitarian Aid to the Gaza Strip in Paris. In a speech given to 

the conference, he called for an immediate end to the war in the Gaza Strip. He said the 

international courts should try Israel for its actions. He called for humanitarian aid to be 

transferred everywhere in the Gaza Strip, not just to the south. He also condemned Israel's 

decision to deduct NIS 600 million from Palestinian tax revenues for the PA's aid to the Gaza 

Strip (Muhammad Shtayyeh's Facebook page, November 9, 2023). 

 
3 Abu Jandal, Yusuf Ahmad Rayhan, a former officer in the national security forces, became wanted after 
shooting at an IDF force near Rachel's Tomb, and was commander of the Battle of Jenin in 2002. 
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 On November 9, 2023, French lawyer Gilles Devers,4 a member of the team representing 

Palestinian victims before the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague, filed a petition 

with the Office of the Prosecutor General to include the "crime of genocide" committed in 

Gaza in the investigation into "Palestine." The team of lawyers headed by him met with the 

head of the Victim Department at the ICC and its team. In the meeting, the legal team 

expressed reservations about the way the court worked and the slowness and complexity of 

its procedures. Before the meeting, a press conference was held in which it was noted that the 

current ICC investigation was examining the war crimes, and that the "crime of genocide" 

should also be examined (Facebook page of AFD International, November 11, 2023; Anadolu 

News, November 9, 2023).  

 

 

Iran 
  On his return from an economic summit in Uzbekistan, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 

said severing political and economic ties with Israel could play a deterrent role in stopping the 

"crimes of the Zionist regime." At a press conference in Tehran, Raisi said that in his meeting 

with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, he stressed that declarations regarding 

Palestine were not enough, but that practical steps had to be taken against Israel, including 

severing all ties with it (Fars, November 9, 2023). 

  Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke with his Qatari counterpart, 

Mohammad bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, to discuss developments in the Palestinian arena, 

political ways to stop Israel's attacks and send humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip, and 

ceasefire initiatives. Abdollahian said that "due to the increasing intensity of the war against 

civilians in the Gaza Strip, expanding the scope of the war has now become inevitable" (Mehr, 

November 9, 2023). 

 
4 Gilles Devers has been a member of the Lyon Bar since 1985; Doctor of Law; Lecturer and licensed to 
conduct research at the Faculty of Law of the University of Lyon. He is the editor-in-chief of the journal 
Droit, Déontologie et Care. For the past 30 years, he has been sharing his activities between the health 
and social sectors, and the protection of minorities, in France and abroad. In 2014, he filed a complaint 
on behalf of the Palestinian Authority with a prosecutor at the International Criminal Court in The 
Hague following Operation Protective Edge (website of Gilles Devers’ office). 
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  IRGC Commander Hossein Salami told a conference in Tehran that the world was united 

today more than ever against the United States and Israel. He noted that Zionism could not 

continue to exist and could not survive in a sea of strong-willed enemies. He added that 

despite all the means and systems at Israel's disposal, at least 1,500 young Palestinian fighters 

had attacked the strongest line of defense in the world without a single shot being fired. 

According to him, Israel's deterrence was broken, and the United States could not save it or 

provide it with artificial respiration. The "Zionist regime" has no roots in the region and there 

is no doubt that it will collapse (Fars, November 10, 2023).  

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq and Syria 

 UAV attacks against American bases in Iraq and Syria continued. Two attacks were reportedly 

carried out against the al-Harir base in Erbil, in Iraq's Kurdish region, and an armed drone was 

intercepted near the Ayn al-Assad base in western Iraq (Reuters, November 10, 2023; Sabarin 

News, November 11, 2023). 

 The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for attacking the Ayn al-Assad base 

three times and for attacking the al-Harir base (Resistance Telegram channel, November 10, 

2023). It also claimed responsibility for attacking the Ramilan American base and the al-Tanf 

American base in Syria (Resistance Telegram channel, November 10, 2023). 

  The Pentagon spokeswoman said that following the airstrikes carried out by United States 

forces in Syria, militias coordinated with Iran, had stepped up their attacks against American 

military forces in Iraq and Syria. She stressed that they believed there were no casualties as a 

result of the attack they had carried out. Since the beginning of October, she said, American 

forces had been attacked 46 times, an American destroyer had been attacked in the Red Sea, 

and an American drone had been shot down in Yemen. A total of 56 soldiers sustained minor 

injuries in those events (The Wall Street Journal, November 10, 2023). 

  Abu Alaa al-Wala'i, secretary-general of the Sayyid al-Shuhada Shiite militia, confirmed the 

steadfastness of the resistance in Iraq alongside Palestine and said they would not stop the 

Islamic resistance's activities in Iraq if the attacks on the Gaza Strip did not stop (Abu Alaa's X 

account, November 10, 2023). 
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Yemen5 

  At the same time as an alarm sounded in Eilat, Houthi political bureau member Hizam al-

Assad wrote on an X account in Arabic and Hebrew, "What is happening in Eilat?" Yahya Saria, 

spokesman for the Houthi armed forces in Yemen, later announced that the forces had fired 

several ballistic missiles at "various sensitive targets in southern Israel, including military 

targets in Eilat." He noted that although Israel concealed it, the operation achieved its goal 

and caused direct hits. He said the forces continued to carry out military operations for the 

Palestinian people (al-Masirah, November 10, 2023). 

 

 

The Arab Arena 

Summit of Arab and Islamic heads of state 

  On November 11, 2023, the Arab League leaders' summit was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 

combined with the emergency summit of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 

During the summit, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman called for lifting the siege on 

the Gaza Strip and threatened that Israel would bear responsibility for "crimes" in the war. He 

called for a solution based on the two-state solution. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 

called for an international investigation into "Israel's violations," and Jordan's King Abdullah 

II said that "preventing food and medicine from entering Gaza is a war crime." Turkish 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan claimed the West was hypocritical, saying that "whoever is 

silent about the oppression of the Palestinians is complicit in it" (al-Jazeera, November 11, 

2023). 

 In a speech given by Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas, he accused the 

United States of full responsibility for all the events in the Gaza Strip because of its support 

for Israel. He said they would work to punish Israel for its actions in international courts (Wafa, 

November 11, 2023). 

  Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi claimed the United States was responsible for Israel's 

actions and encouraged it to commit its crimes. He called for a series of measures, including 

a ceasefire, lifting the siege on the Gaza Strip and sending humanitarian aid to its residents, 

 
5 For further details on Houthi activity against Israel since the beginning of the war, see the ITIC's 
Information Bulletin from November 3, 2023, "The Houthis and Operation Iron Sword" 

https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-houthis-and-operation-iron-swords/
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severing political and economic ties between Islamic countries and Israel, imposing a 

commercial boycott on Israel, especially in the field of energy, designating the IDF as a 

terrorist organization, establishing an international tribunal to hear the crimes of Israel and 

the United States, establishing a fund for the reconstruction of Gaza, and arming the 

Palestinian people by Muslim countries. He stressed that if the summit did not take steps to 

save the Palestinian people, it would increase frustration among the Muslim nations, and they 

might act on their own (Mehr, November 11, 2023). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: The Arab Islamic Summit in Riyadh (Wafa, November 11, 2023). Left: Mahmoud Abbas 
giving a speech (Mahmoud Abbas' Facebook page, November 11, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi speaking at the conference (al-Jazeera, November 11, 2023) 

 The concluding statement of the conference noted the participants' concern "over the 

humanitarian catastrophe in the Gaza Strip" and stressed the need to stop military operations 

and protect civilians in accordance with international law. They also stressed the importance 

of the international community's role in exerting pressure on Israel to stop the attacks and 

the "forced expulsion" of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip, which was a blatant violation of 

humanitarian and international law. Moreover, they also stressed the need to enable 

international humanitarian organizations, and UNRWA in particular, to fulfill their role in 

providing assistance to the Palestinian people. 
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  Senior Hamas figure Osama Hamdan said the concluding statement was the result of 

agreement, not a vote, and that was the problem with summits. He added that the 

announcement as a whole, which included an insinuation, rather than an explicit accusation 

due to the different positions of the summit participants, that the United States was a partner 

in the war, was a progressive position, but they expected it (the announcement) to be 

implemented. He noted that if the 57 Arab and Islamic countries sent secured aid convoys, the 

United States would not be able to prevent their arrival and would pressure Israel to stop the 

fighting (al-Mayadeen TV X account, November 11, 2023).  

 In response to the resolutions, the PIJ said it was shocked by the announcement, especially 

in light of the haste of some countries to normalize relations with Israel, and that the 

announcement reflected the Arab countries' collective renunciation of their duty to defend 

national security and the abandonment of "Palestine" and the Palestinian people (PIJ 

Telegram channel, November 12, 2023). 

  On the sidelines of the summit, a number of meetings were held between heads of state, 

some of which were taking place for the first time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Palestinian cartoon criticizing the summit, which is remotely controlled by the United States. 

The Arabic text reads, “Arab summit” (Alaa al-Laqta’s Facebook page, November 11, 2023) 

Egypt 

 On the eve of the Arab League summit, an Egyptian source familiar with the efforts to reach 

a ceasefire, gave details about a meeting held between Jibril Rajoub, secretary of Fatah's 

Central Committee, and Director of Egyptian General Intelligence Abbas Kamel in Cairo. 

According to him, messages were conveyed at the meeting from Egyptian President el-Sisi to 

Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas, according to which the PA should not 

respond to Western or Arab discourse regarding the management of the Gaza Strip at the end 

of the war and should first adhere to the need for a ceasefire. The source said that at the Arab 
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League summit, Egypt would reject any step aimed at separating Judea and Samaria from the 

Gaza Strip, any transfer of residents of Judea and Samaria to Jordan and residents of the Gaza 

Strip outside it (al-Araby al-Jadeed , November 10, 2023). 

Qatar  

 Tamim bin Hamad, Emir of Qatar, visited Egypt and met Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 

el-Sisi. The sides said they would continue joint consultations to stop the escalation and 

bloodshed (Egyptian presidential website, November 10, 2023). 

  Mohammed bin Abdulrahman, Qatari prime minister and foreign minister, spoke with 

American Secretary of State Antony Blinken and discussed the need for a ceasefire agreement 

and the opening of the Rafah crossing for humanitarian treatment for residents (Qatari foreign 

ministry X account, November 12, 2023). 

United Arab Emirates 

  The Emir of Qatar, Tamim bin Hamad, met with UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed in 

Abu Dhabi. The two discussed efforts to de-escalate the situation. They stressed the need for 

an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza Strip for humanitarian purposes (UAE News Agency, 

November 10, 2023). In this context, citing its sources, Reuters reported that despite 

international protest against the war in the Gaza Strip, the UAE planned to maintain 

diplomatic relations with Israel and hoped it would have a moderating influence on the Israeli 

campaign, while preserving its interests (Reuters, November 11, 2023). 

 

 

The International Arena 

United Nations Security Council 

  The UN Security Council convened to discuss the situation in the Middle East and the 

Palestinian issue. The conference began with a minute of silence in memory of the 

Palestinians and Israelis killed. Chinese representative Zeng Jun said regarding the war in 

Gaza that the world had to speak with one voice and call for a cessation of hostilities. The 

Russian representative noted that there was no safe zone in the Gaza Strip. The American 

representative stressed that the two-state solution had to be applied (UN website, November 

10, 2023). 
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  Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director general of the World Health Organization, 

called for a ceasefire to save lives and speed up the delivery of necessary aid. He noted that 

medical teams continued to struggle to manage the growing needs of the residents of the 

Gaza Strip and that the organization was very concerned about the health of Israeli abductees, 

many of whom were elderly and children with urgent medical needs. Marwan Jilani, director 

general of the Palestinian Red Crescent Society, said the health sector in the Gaza Strip was 

under attack and called on the council to act to end the violence, ensure international 

humanitarian law was upheld, and open safe routes for aid (UN website, November 10, 2023). 

 

France  

  French President Emmanuel Macron said Israel had to stop "killing babies and women in 

the Gaza Strip" and that attacks against civilians were not justified. According to him, attacks 

are not the best way to defend Israel, they create resentment that will only prolong the 

conflict. According to Macron, France recognizes Israel's right to defend itself, but is calling on 

it to stop its attacks in the Gaza Strip. He also stressed that France clearly condemned Hamas 

and its terrorist activities (BBC, November 10, 2023). 

Demonstrations in support of the Palestinians 

 On November 11, 2023, pro-Palestinian demonstrations of support were held around the 

world, including events in Johannesburg, London and Brussels (al-Jazeera, November 11, 

2023). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrations in support of the Palestinians in London and Brussels                                                            
(al-Jazeera, November 11, 2023) 

 

 

 



30 

224-23 

Global Jihad 
  ISIS's weekly al-Naba published an editorial titled "Until they make you abandon your 

religion."6 According to the article, the recent events in "Palestine" prove once again that Jews 

and Christians are hostile to Muslims and that the struggle between Muslims and non-Muslims 

is a religious rather than a national, ideological or economic one (al-Nabā’ weekly, Telegram, 

November 9, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The article in al-Nabā’  (November 9, 2023) 

 

 
6 From the Qur'an, Surah al-Baqarah, verse 217, in which it is said that the infidels will not stop 
fighting Muslims until they abandon their religion. The verse expresses an all-out war waged by the 
infidels against Islam.  
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Overview1 
 The southern arena: The integrated ground maneuver continued, focusing on Gaza City and 

the northern Gaza Strip and concentrating on the area of the Shati refugee camp. As during 

the past days, IDF forces exposed a large quantity of terrorist facilities situated in the civilian 

infrastructure such as schools, universities, mosques and operatives' homes. Aerial attacks on 

terrorist targets continued. Since the ground forces entered the Strip, there has been a 

significant decrease in the number of rocket launches. During the past day more rockets were 

launched from Lebanon than from the Gaza Strip. 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 363 of them soldiers and officers; 239 civilian 

and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 

Hamas continues accusing Israel of sabotaging every arrangement regarding the abductees, 

claiming there is a difference between civilians and the soldiers, whom Hamas wants to 

exchange for an estimated 9,000 terrorist operative prisoners in Israeli jails. 

 
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 

Northern 
Arena 

•183 attacks 
•73 Hezbollah operatives 
killed 

•10 other terrorist-
organization operatives 
killed 
 

Israeli 
Casualties 

•About 1,200 military and 
civilian dead (unofficial 
estimate) 

•Abducted – 239 
•Five abductees returned 

 

Rocket Fire 

•About 9,500 rockets and 
mortar shells  

•About 12% failed 
launches 
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 The Gaza Strip: In the Gaza Strip alerts continue regarding the condition of the hospitals. 

The IDF opened a safe passage for civilians leaving the hospitals and is in direct contact with 

hospital administrators. The IDF's attempt to deliver fuel to Shifa Hospital was rejected, 

apparently under pressure from Hamas. Meanwhile, Hamas keeps trying to prove that there 

are still many residents in the northern Gaza Strip, contrary to reports that most of them have 

left the area.  

 Hamas: Senior Hamas officials continue to claim that Israel is deliberately attacking 

hospitals in the Gaza Strip and that a Hamas victory is imminent. Hamas was clearly 

disappointed by the results of the Arab-Islamic summit meeting, claiming it had produced no 

active and immediate decisions, steps or mechanisms to end the war. The decision about the 

transfer of immediate aid to the Strip was well-received. 

 The northern arena: During the past day, Hezbollah intensified its attacks along the 

northern border with more anti-tank and mortar shell fire. Hamas’ military-terrorist wing 

claimed responsibility for firing 15 rockets at the Haifa Bay area. The attacks from Lebanon 

injured 22 people, one of whom later died. On November 13, 2023, the attacks resumed and 

at noon another rocket barrage was launched towards the north of the country. 

 Judea and Samaria: Counterterrorism activities continued, and a facility in Hebron for the 

manufacture of weapons was exposed.  

 Iran: The commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps’ (IRGC) aerospace arm 

noted that the war had already spread, Lebanon was involved, the extent of the conflict might 

increase and Iran was prepared for any situation. 

 Europe: Josep Borrell, the European Union's foreign minister, called on Hamas for an 

unconditional, immediate release all of the abductees, and condemned Hamas' use of 

hospitals and civilians as human shields. He also emphasized that Israel had the right to 

defend itself and called on it to cease fire and allow humanitarian corridors to be opened. 

Hamas condemned his statements. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

 The integrated ground maneuver: The ground maneuver in the Gaza Strip continued, 

mainly in Gaza City and in the northern Gaza Strip, concentrating on the area of the Shati 

refugee camp. In a joint operation, about 20 terrorists were brought from the Gaza Strip to 
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Israel for questioning, which will help provide up-to-date intelligence for the war effort and 

continuing the maneuver. Operating in the area between Beit Hanoun and Jabaliya, the forces 

destroyed terrorist facilities, including launchers of long-range rockets targeting Israel, anti-

tank missile-launching positions, tunnel shafts and observation posts (IDF spokesman, 

November 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Activity of IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF website, November 13, 2023) 

 As during the past days, the IDF forces exposed a large number of terrorist facilities situated 

in civilian infrastructure such as schools, universities, mosques, and operatives’ homes. 

Terrorist facilities were exposed at al-Quds University and the Abu Bakr Mosque, one of the 

main mosques in Gaza City. A raid on the home of a Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) terrorist 

operative revealed a large quantity of weapons hidden in the children's room (IDF spokesman, 

November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weapons found in the Shati refugee camp (IDF spokesman’s website, November 13, 2023) 
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A rocket launcher and a tunnel shaft found in the Shati refugee camp                                                              
(IDF spokesman’s website, November 13, 2023) 

 Aerial activity: While assisting the ground forces, Israeli Air Force aircraft continued 

attacking terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip. 

 Since the beginning of the ground maneuver, the Israeli Air Force and ground forces have 

carried out 4,300 strikes. Among the targets were hundreds of anti-tank launching positions, 

about 300 tunnel shafts and about 3,000 terrorist facilities, including more than 100 booby-

trapped buildings and hundreds of war rooms and Hamas command and control targets (IDF 

spokesman, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Attack on fishing boats on the Nuseirat beach in the central Gaza Strip (Wafa YouTube 
channel, November 12, 2023). Left: Israeli Air Force attack on Khan Yunis                                                        

(Wafa YouTube channel, November 12, 2023) 

Reactions to the IDF’s activities  

 Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said as the fighting increased, the IDF would 

“disintegrate even more.” He claimed Israel would never achieve victory and had faced only 

10% of the Palestinians' military strength. He said Israel's basic fighting strategy was its old 

plan to evacuate the Gaza Strip, but because of the Hamas attack it had been “forced to 

postpone the plan three months ago [sic].” He called Operation al-Aqsa Flood an “eruption,” 

and claimed the West Bank had become a "ball of fire" in the face of “oppression.: He said they 
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would not leave Gaza despite the [alleged] "Israeli massacres," adding that “the terrible 

attempts” to force the population to emigrate were not effective (Türkiye Newspaper website, 

November 13, 2023). 

Rocket fire  

 Since the beginning of the ground maneuver ,the number of rocket launches has decreased 

significantly. During the past day, more rockets were launched from Lebanon than from the 

Gaza Strip. On the afternoon of November 13, 2023, another rocket barrage was launched in 

the north of the country, with rockets reaching as far as Haifa Bay. 

 Since the beginning of the war, about 9,500 rockets and mortar shells have been launched 

from the Gaza Strip at Israel. On the first day of the war, more than 3,000 rockets were fired, 

about 12% of were failed launches that fell in the territory of the Gaza Strip and in the sea. The 

Iron Dome aerial defense system intercepted about 2,000 rockets and dozens of unmanned 

aircraft that tried to penetrate Israeli airspace (IDF spokesman, November 10 and 11, 2023). 

Israeli casualties 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 civilians and 

security personnel have been killed, 363 of them soldiers and officers; 239 civilian and 

military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip, 35 

children and adolescents under the age of 18, 32 over the age of 65. Five abductees were 

released. 

The issue of the abductees 

 Regarding the suspension of talks for the release of the abductees, Zaher Jabarin, 

responsible for the prisoner file in Hamas, claimed Hamas was open to reaching an 

agreement if there were suitable security conditions on the ground. He claimed the Israeli 

government had been responsible for preventing an agreement or a prisoner exchange deal 

from being reached on a number of occasions, despite the progress of the talks mediated by 

regional parties (Xinhua Agency, November 12, 2023). 

 In an interview, senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan said that Hamas's position had 

been clear from the beginning: some of the abductees are IDF soldiers, and for their release, 

Israel had to release the Palestinian prisoners. He said that before Operation al-Aqsa Flood 

there were 5,700 prisoners, but their number had risen to about 9,000. 
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 Regarding the civilians and foreign nationals, he claimed efforts and contacts were being 

made to organize their situation and release, but so far the Israeli side [allegedly] sabotaged 

them every time a result was close. Hamdan claimed that the release of the abductees was a 

“humanitarian issue,” and should be carried out “in both directions,” that is, the introduction 

of medical aid, food2 and fuel and the “cessation of aggression” so that the people directly 

concerned could move freely, collect the abductees and hand them over to the authorities. 

He added that the Israeli side was trying to exert psychological pressure and trying to gain 

time to appease the Israeli public, angry at Netanyahu and his government's handling of the 

issue (al-Jazeera TV website, November 12, 2023). 

 Speaking on the Sputnik website in Arabic on November 10, 2023, senior Hamas terrorist 

Musheir al-Masri claimed a prisoner exchange agreement with Israel had been close, but was 

sabotaged by Israel, which did not agree to Hamas' demand that the movement's leaders be 

able to leave the Gaza Strip without being harmed. The report was quoted by other sources 

but was deleted from the Sputnik website (X account @_G4Z4, November 11, 2023; Shafa al-

Arab website, November 10, 2023). 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

 The Hamas-controlled government information bureau in Gaza reported that as of 7:30 p.m., 

November 12, 2023, the number of dead in the Strip stood at 11,180 and the number of 

wounded at 28,200 (government information bureau in Gaza, November 12, 2023). 

Apparently, the publication of the number of dead and wounded, which is updated daily, has 

recently been transferred from the ministry of health in Gaza to the government information 

office.  

The situation in Gaza  

 Given the lack of fuel at Shifa Hospital, the IDF forces coordinated the transfer of diesel fuel 

to the hospital. The IDF force arrived near the hospital and delivered 300 liters of diesel fuel, 

intended for urgent medical purposes. However, the hospital refused the offer and the fuel 

 
2 Food, water and medicine are delivered to the southern Gaza Strip. 
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was not accepted. The IDF received information that Hamas had prevented the hospital from 

taking the fuel. The IDF has a recording of a conversation between an IDF officer and a senior 

figure in the Gaza public health system who said that Yusuf Abu Rish, director general of the 

Hamas-controlled ministry of health in Gaza, forbade them to take the fuel (IDF spokesman, 

November 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Delivering diesel fuel to the hospital (IDF website, November 12, 2023) 

 In response, Hamas claimed they were not involved in the management of Shifa Hospital and 

did not participate in the management's decision-making process. Hamas claimed Israel used 

the suffering of children and the wounded in hospitals "as false propaganda to beautify its 

ugly face and obscure its crimes against humanity" (Hamas Telegram channel, November 12, 

2023). 

 In the shadow of the claims made by Hamas and medical officials in Gaza about the complete 

shutdown of all medical services at Shifa Hospital due to a lack of fuel, an al-Quds al-Arabi 

correspondent in Gaza published an article about the difficult situation and the crowding at 

the hospital. A photo of the hospital was included in the article which clearly shows all the 

lights burning (al-Quds al-Arabi, November 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lighting and electricity at Shifa Hospital in Gaza (al-Quds al-Arabi, November 12, 2023) 
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 Kamal Adwan, director of the hospital in Beit Hanoun, reported the hospital had stopped 

functioning because it had no electricity. He also claimed that 5,000 residents had taken 

shelter in the hospital and could not leave. A video showed the IDF forces at the entrance to 

the hospital and electricity on one of the hospital floors (al-Ghad TV , November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Using cooking oil to run the generator in the Indonesian hospital in the north of the Gaza Strip 
(Shehab X account, November 13, 2023) 

 According to reports in the Palestinian media, the Jordanian Hospital, located in the Tel al-

Hawa neighborhood in the west of Gaza City, had closed its doors and was refusing to accept 

residents seeking shelter (QudsN X account, November 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Jordanian Hospital (QudsN X account, November 12, 2023) 

 In response to the IDF's announcements, and as part of the battle for hearts and minds, 

Hamas websites published videos contradicting the IDF's reports that the northern Gaza Strip 

had been emptied of residents. They published photos from the crowded central market in 

Jabalia (Palinfo, November 12, 2023) and claimed that civilians were still in the UNRWA 

schools. It is unclear when the photos were taken (Wafa, November 12, 2023). 
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Right: The crowded market in Jabaliya (Palinfo, November 12, 2023). Left: Residents at a 

UNRWA school in Jabalia (Wafa YouTube channel, November 12, 2023)  

 Apparently, despite airstrikes, relative peace still prevails in Khan Yunis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Residents in Khan Yunis shop at the supermarket (Wafa YouTube channel, November 12, 
2023). Left: Residents from the north of the Gaza Strip arrive at Khan Yunis (Wafa YouTube 

channel, November 12, 2023) 

Support for Gaza 

 The Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen network reported that according to "political sources,” 

following Israeli opposition, Egypt "politely refused" to transfer humanitarian aid from Iran to 

the Gaza Strip. It was noted that Ebrahim Raisi, the president of Iran, raised the issue once 

more during his meeting with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, when they met on the 

sidelines of the Riyadh summit (al-Mayadeen, November 13, 2023). 

 A ship with humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip arrived from Turkey at the port of El Arish in 

Egypt with a cargo of about 500 tons, including medicine, medical equipment and 

ambulances (al-Anadolu News, November 13, 2023). 

Hamas 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan held a press conference in Beirut where he 

addressed the following issues (Palinfo, November 12, 2023): 
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 The hospitals: He claimed Israel attacked the hospitals in Gaza City and the northern 

Gaza Strip without warning. If in the past Israel tried to hide and evade responsibility, 

today it directly targeted and attacked the hospitals. He saluted the doctors and 

medical staff at Shifa Hospital and all hospitals for refusing to leave their jobs despite 

the attacks, and assigned responsibility for the "massacre" of the hospitals to anyone 

who remained silent or refrained from acting to stop or prevent it. He assigned primary 

responsibility to the American administration, and in particular President Biden, for the 

"crime" which was being carried out with American-made weapons and received its full 

support. 

 The situation of the IDF: He claimed the IDF received “painful blows” around the 

clock, and for every meter it advanced it paid a heavy price in terms of dead, wounded 

and the loss of armored vehicles. The more the IDF extended itself into the streets and 

alleys, the more it gave the "resistance" [terrorists] the opportunity to attack its 

soldiers, and those who were not killed in the field by Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades 

bullets, burned and suffocated inside Merkava 4 tanks. 

 Hamas victory: He reiterated his claim that Gaza would be a "graveyard" for Israel 

and its soldiers. Israel's leaders, he claimed, tried in vain to imagine a supposed victory, 

because as the campaign continued they would emerge from it defeated. 

 The Arab Islamic summit meeting: He said he was disappointed with the meeting’s 

final statement because there were no active, immediate decisions, steps or 

mechanisms to end the war. Hamas had expected its Arab and Muslim brothers to play 

their political and economic power cards to pressure the United States to immediately 

stop the aggression. However, the summit's decision to break the siege on the Gaza 

Strip, and to enforce the immediate delivery of aid, medical aid and fuel, was a step in 

the right direction. The Palestinians expected an urgent implementation of the decision 

through the opening of the humanitarian crossings and corridors regularly and 

continuously, and stood side by side with Egypt to reject any restrictions or mechanisms 

that hindered the flow of aid to the residents of Gaza. 

 Details of the Hamas attack on October 7: As part of an article in The Washington Post, 

senior Hamas terrorist Bassem Na'im alleged Hamas had prepared in advance for a severe 

Israeli response. He cited recent events, such as attacks by Jewish settlers on Palestinians in 

Judea and Samaria and the "settler assault" on al-Aqsa Mosque as events that fueled 
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Palestinian anger. He added that they knew there would be a violent response to the attack 

but “they had no other options.” He claimed Hamas' unwavering position regarding the return 

of all Palestinian lands should have clarified its intentions. Hamas acted because it believed 

the Palestinians were being eliminated, that the Palestinian issue was being eliminated. He 

said they had given Israel warning and said ,“something was coming,” and Israel should not 

bet on Palestinian silence, but no one listened. The Palestinians, he claimed [with a straight 

face], saw the attack as an “act of defense.” He said, "I was imprisoned, and I tried to get out 

of prison" (The Washington Post, November 12, 2023). 

 

 

The Northern Arena  

Lebanon 
  During the past day, there was an increase in Hezbollah activity on the northern border. 

Following are the main events (IDF spokesman, November 12 and 13, 2023): 

  On the afternoon of November 13, 2023, a barrage of rockets was fired at northern Israel.  

 On the morning of November 13, 2023, two mortar launches from Lebanon entered Israeli 

territory and fell in an open area. Later, an anti-tank missile was fired at the Netu’a area. 

IDF forces responded with artillery fire (IDF, November 13, 2023). 

 On the afternoon of November 12, 2023, about 15 launches were identified from 

Lebanese territory. The rockets reached the Haifa Bay area. Four launches were 

successfully intercepted and the rest fell in open areas. Hamas' military-terrorist wing 

in Lebanon claimed responsibility for firing rockets at northern Haifa, Shlomi and 

Nahariya in response to "the massacres and aggression of the occupation in Gaza" 

(Hamas' military-terrorist wing's Telegram channel, November 12, 2023). IDF forces 

fired artillery at the launching sources in Lebanese territory. 

  On November 12, 2023, several mortar shells were fired at the Manara area. Seven 

soldiers sustained superficial injuries. 

 In the afternoon, anti-tank missiles were fired at the Israeli moshav Dovev. Several 

civilians, Israel Electric Corporation employees, were wounded; one of them later died 

of his wounds. In response, IDF forces attacked the launching squad in Lebanese 
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territory. They also attacked two squads that fired mortar shells in the Manara and 

Yaroun areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attack on the anti-tank launching squad at Dovev (IDF website, November 12, 2023) 

 

 Hezbollah claimed responsibility for all incidents except the rocket launches. In response, 

IDF aircraft attacked Hezbollah targets, including a military compound where there were a 

weapons storehouse and military infrastructure. They also attacked an armed terrorist squad 

in Lebanese territory (IDF spokesman, November 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDF Attack on Hezbollah targets (IDF website, November 12, 2023) 

Hezbollah fatalities  
 Hezbollah announced the death of Jawad Hussam al-Bizal, aka Ali al-Hadi, from the town of 

Al-Bizaliyah in the Beqa'a Valley. It was noted that he was killed as a "shaheed (martyr) on the 

way to Jerusalem" without specifying the time or location of the incident (Hezbollah's combat 

information Telegram channel, November 12, 2023). 
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Hezbollah fatality (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, November 12, 2023) 

Hezbollah  
  On November 11, 2023, the British Times website published an interview with a senior 

Hezbollah terrorist who said that if Hezbollah felt there was a 50% chance Hamas would be 

destroyed, it would go to war against Israel. Hezbollah’s media relations department denied 

the interview, claiming that it was unprofessional behavior and the moral deterioration of 

Western media in general and of that news website in particular (al-Mayadeen,  November 12, 

2023). 

Palestinians 
  Senior Hamas figure Ali Baraka called on the Palestinian organizations in Lebanon to 

establish military wings in the refugee camps to prepare for the "war of liberation and return." 

Baraka said he was not telling the military wings to go out and fight now, but they had to 

prepare for a war to “liberate” and return to Palestine in a year or two (al-Nashra, November 

12, 2023). 

UNIFIL 
  UNIFIL spokesman Andrea Tenenti reported that shortly after midnight, UNIFIL staff 

members encountered gunfire in the al-Quzah area (about 3 km northeast of Shtula) and a 

soldier was wounded. He said the source of the shooting was unknown and an investigation 

had been initiated. He stressed that any attack on areas near UNIFIL outposts and any use of 

its outposts to carry out attacks on Israeli territory were unacceptable. He reminded both 

sides of their duty to protect the force members and avoid harming civilians or UN personnel 

(UNIFIL Telegram channel, November 12, 2023). 
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Lebanese army 
 According to reports, the economic assistance that the United States provides to the 

Lebanese army to pay salaries, following the financial crisis in the country, is expected to 

expire at the end of the current month, November 2023. According to a Western diplomatic 

source, the United States is not expected to transfer additional funds to pay the salaries of 

Lebanese army soldiers, but it will continue to provide aid to the army. It was noted that since 

2006, the United States had transferred over $3 billion in aid to the Lebanese army. A total of 

$180 million of the sum was transferred in 2023, most of it for the maintenance of military 

vehicles and the purchase of equipment (al-Sharq al-Awsat, November 11, 2023). 

Lebanese government 
  Najib Mikati, prime minister of Lebanon's interim government, said Lebanon was not 

interested in war and would not take any step that could spark further wars in the region. 

Mikati said Hezbollah was acting patriotically and he relied on its judgment. He also said they 

had prepared an emergency plan for three months in case a war broke out in Lebanon (al-

Jazeera, November 12, 2023). 

  A Lebanese opposition delegation met with Najib Mikati to discuss the danger facing the 

Lebanese army. Opposition representatives asked to postpone the dismissal of Lebanese 

army commander Joseph Aoun for a year. Sami al-Gemayel, chairman of the Phalange 

Party, who attended the meeting, said that although they disagreed, the army was a 

consensus and was outside of quarrels and political disagreements. He said there was no 

alternative but to postpone the dismissal of the army commander for one year until the 

election of a president. He noted that Prime Minister Mikati also thought so, but he did not act 

alone in the government (al-Nashra, November 12, 2023). 

Syria 

 According to reports, during October 2023, more than 700 fighters of the nukhba   forces (elite 

fighting forces), including fighters trained by Hezbollah and the IRGC, arrived in areas around 

and near the Golan Heights, in the rural area of Quneitra, the rural area west of Damascus, and 

parts of the rural area west of Daraa. The forces include fighters of the Syrian Resistance for 
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the Liberation of the Golan militia (al-Muqawama al-Suriya li-Tahrir al-Julan)3 and Syrian, 

Iraqi, Palestinian and other fighters from additional countries. It was noted that they arrived 

in several phases and without coordination with the Syrian army command (Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights, November 12, 2023).  

 

 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Preventive and counterterrorism activities 

  During the past day, the Israeli security forces in Judea and Samaria detained 36 wanted 

Palestinians, 14 of them Hamas operatives. Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, 

more than 1,650 wanted Palestinians have been detained, about 950 of them Hamas terrorist 

operatives (IDF spokesman's website, November 13, 2023). The following were the main 

events:  

  On November 13, 2023, IDF forces operated in Hebron and Beita (south of Hebron) 

and sealed the offices of Hamas' Islamic Charity Association and confiscated funds and 

computer equipment (IDF spokesman, November 13, 2023). During the activity in 

Hebron, the Palestinians reported that a Palestinian taxi driver had been killed by IDF 

gunfire (Ma'an, November 13, 2023). The incident is under investigation by the IDF (IDF 

spokesman, November 13, 2023). 

  IDF forces in Nablus confiscated incitement materials from a printing press (IDF 

spokesman, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3A Hezbollah-supported militia. See an April 2023 report on the militia: On April 24, 2023, more than 20 
shells were fired at a post manned by operatives of the Syrian Resistance for the Liberation of the Golan 
militia in the Quneitra area, near the Israeli border. The post was set up by Hezbollah and was 
subordinate to it (Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, April 24, 2023). 
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Right: Sealing the building of Hamas' Islamic Charity Association in Hebron (Wafa YouTube 
channel, November 13, 2023). Left: Incitement materials confiscated from a printing press in 

Nablus (IDF spokesman, November 13, 2023) 
 

  A lathe containing four machines for manufacturing weapons was found in the 

activity in Hebron (IDF website, November 12, 2023; IDF spokesman’s X account, 

November 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The lathe found (IDF spokesman’s X account, November 12, 2023) 

Palestinian Authority  

  Nabil Abu Rudeina, spokesman for Mahmoud Abbas' office, said the Gaza Strip was an 

integral part of the Palestinian territories controlled by the PLO and Israel's attempts to cut 

off the Gaza Strip would fail (Wafa, November 12, 2023). 

  PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh said at the start of the weekly cabinet meeting 

that they were doing everything in their power to save the residents of the Gaza Strip, stop the 

war and allow aid to enter the Gaza Strip. Shtayyeh stressed that they were postponing the 

construction of temporary tent camps and were demanding that the residents return to their 

homes, because in their experience, everything temporary was permanent. In addition, 

Shtayyeh called on the UN and the European Union to transfer aid to the residents of the Gaza 

Strip and open other aid crossings besides the Rafah Crossing. Regarding Israel's decision to 

deduct the PA's annual funding for the Gaza Strip from the tax revenues, Shtayyeh noted that 
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international efforts were being made and pressure exerted on Israel to release the funds. 

Shtayyeh also criticized the policy of the Israeli prime minister, who opposed the PA's return 

to the Gaza Strip, stressing that the Gaza Strip was an integral part of the PA (Muhammad 

Shtayyeh’s Facebook page, November 13, 2023). 

  Riyadh al-Maliki, Palestinian foreign minister, gave a speech at the UNESCO General 

Conference in Paris. He called for active steps to be taken to protect the Palestinians and their 

heritage and for a UNESCO monitoring mission to be sent to Gaza, Jerusalem and elsewhere. 

He called on the Executive Council to visit the Palestinian territories to see up close Israel's 

actions against them (PA foreign ministry’s Facebook page, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

Iran 
  Amir Ali Hajizadeh, commander of the IRGC's aerospace arm, told a conference in Tehran 

that the issue of Gaza had now become global and all the peoples of the world understood 

the extent of the "crimes of the Zionist regime." He said the victory of the Palestinian fighters 

was a "great strategic victory" that could not be destroyed by tactical means, crimes or the 

murder of children. Referring to Iran's response to the possibility of extending the war to 

Lebanon and Hezbollah, Hajizadeh said the war had already spread and Lebanon was 

involved in it, and the scope of the clashes might increase even more. He said the future was 

uncertain, but Iran was prepared for any situation. He claimed that the United States did not 

threaten Iran and that all the American messages to Iran were sent as requests rather than 

threats (Tasnim, November 13, 2023).  

  Nasser Kanani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, said that Iran was continuing 

its diplomatic activity at the regional and international levels to bring an end to the Israeli 

attacks in the Gaza Strip and for the delivery of humanitarian aid. Referring to the Arab-Islamic 

summit in Riyadh, Kanani said the summit was a success and its decisions were strong, but 

the Palestinian people expected the Muslim countries to take practical steps. He added that 

Iran did not hide its support for the "resistance groups" in the region and would continue to 

provide them with moral and political support. According to Kanani, Operation al-Aqsa Storm 

proved that the "resistance" [terrorist organizations] had the ability and power to plan, decide 

and carry out actions and “defend itself” against the "Zionist regime." He noted that the 
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"resistance groups" did not receive instructions from Iran and that they acted according to 

their own interests and those of their people. Kanani added that Iran's position was that the 

only solution to the problem of Palestine was the establishment of one Palestinian state from 

the [Jordan] river to the [Mediterranean] sea. Referring to the possibility of expanding the war, 

the spokesman for the Iranian ministry of foreign affairs said that continued American support 

for the "crimes of the Zionist regime" and its opposition to establishing a ceasefire could lead 

to the expansion of the campaign to additional fronts by the "resistance" (Fars, November 13, 

2023). 

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 

Iraq and Syria 

 The attacks against United States Army bases in Iraq and Syria continued, mainly using 

drones. During the past day, the Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for an attack 

on a base in the Green Village area of Syria (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, November 

13, 2023). It was also reported that four American soldiers were killed when Grad missiles hit 

the Koniko base in eastern Syria (al-Mayadeen, November 13, 2023). 

  Lloyd Austin, the American secretary of defense, said that in response to the attacks 

against Americans in Syria and Iraq, the United States military attacked targets of the 

Revolutionary Guards and Iranian branches. Among the sites attacked were training facilities 

and a safe house (Reuters, November 12, 2023). The sites attacked were reportedly in the area 

between Albukamal and Deir ez-Zor in eastern Syria. It was also reported that a Syrian soldier 

was killed and another was wounded (Saberin News Telegram channel, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

The Arab Arena 

Qatar  

 Tamim bin Hamad, Emir of Qatar, spoke by phone with American President Joe Biden. He 

stressed the need for an immediate ceasefire, efforts to release the prisoners, stopping the 

bloodshed, protecting civilians, and fully opening the Rafah Crossing (al-Jazeera, November 

12, 2023). 
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The International Arena 

European Union 

  Josep Borrell, EU foreign policy chief, called on Hamas to immediately and 

unconditionally release all the abductees. He also called on Israel to maintain restraint, cease 

fire and allow the opening of humanitarian corridors, including by sea. Borrell said Israel had 

the full right to defend itself in accordance with international law and condemned Hamas' use 

of hospitals and civilians as human shields (EU website, November 12, 2023). 

 Hamas issued a statement rejecting Borrell's statement that Hamas was using hospitals and 

civilians as human shields, stressing that it was a distortion of the facts by capitulating to 

Israel's false narrative, and that his statement supported Israel in carrying out more 

"massacres" against defenseless civilians. Hamas called on him to immediately retract his 

remarks (Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, November 13, 2023). 

Germany  

  German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that in light of the calls around the world for stopping 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, he opposed an immediate ceasefire, since it would allow 

Hamas to regroup and rearm itself (Agence France-Presse, November 12, 2023). 
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Overview1 
 The southern arena: The IDF integrated maneuver in the Gaza Strip continued. It focused on 

the Shati refugee camp and the Rantisi Children's Hospital, where the IDF exposed a basement 

used by Hamas terrorist operatives and where Israeli hostages may have been held. Hamas 

still claims its operatives are inflicting losses on the IDF and that they have the upper hand. 

Damage to the headquarters of Qatar's National Committee for the Reconstruction of Gaza 

provoked a wave of reactions from Qatar and other Arab countries. 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 365 of them soldiers and officers; 239 civilian 

and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 

Hamas officials continue to claim that they are ready for a deal to exchange "captives" and 

accuse Israel of delaying it.  

 
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 

Northern 
Arena 

•186 attacks 
•74 Hezbollah operatives 
killed 

•10 other terrorist-
organization operatives 
killed 
 

Israeli 
Casualties 

•Approximately 1,200 
military and civilian dead 
(unofficial estimate) 

•Abducted – 239 
•Five abductees returned 

 

Rocket Fire 
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 The Gaza Strip: Sources in the Gaza Strip continue to report the situation is difficult. 

According to UNRWA, fuel reserves are running out. The Iranian Red Crescent reported 

financial aid from Iranian citizens to the Gazans of more than $2 million. 

 The northern arena: Hezbollah attacks and IDF responses continued in the northern Israel. 

Hezbollah claimed Israel shot at journalists who came to cover the events. Opposition figures 

in Lebanon warn that Hezbollah will drag Lebanon into war. 

 Judea and Samaria: Counterterrorism activities continued. One stabbing attack was carried 

out and another, in Tel Aviv, was prevented.  

 Jordan: A call was heard to reexamine relations with Israel. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity on the ground 

 The integrated ground maneuver: During the past day, IDF’s focal points included the Shati 

refugee camp and the Rantisi Children's Hospital. The IDF spokesman reported that Hamas’ 

military-terrorist wing had established a base of in the hospital where they stored a large 

quantity of weapons. Several items were found in the hospital basement which could testify 

that abductees had been held there (IDF spokesman, November 13, 2023). 

 During the IDF activity at the entrance to the al-Quds Hospital in Gaza City, a terrorist squad 

embedded in a group of civilians fired RPGs and small arms at the forces. During the exchange 

of fire, a large number of civilians left the hospital and other terrorists left nearby buildings 

and mingled with civilians. About twenty terrorists were killed in the incident (IDF 

spokesman’s website, November 13, 2023). 

 IDF fighters took control of a number of symbolic government buildings, including the Hamas 

legislature, the government compound, Hamas police headquarters and an engineering 

faculty which developed and manufactured weapons. The fighters also took control of a 

compound that housed training complexes, operational headquarters, and interrogation and 

detention facilities, and where weapons and training materials were found (IDF spokesman, 

November 14, 2023). 
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Right: A terrorist holding an RPG launcher walks towards the hospital. Left: IDF tank attacked 

from the hospital (IDF spokesman’s website, November 13, 2023) 

 During the ground maneuver, a tunnel shaft located in a mosque was exposed (IDF 

spokesman, November 14, 2023). On the morning of November 14, 2023, IDF forces raided the 

headquarters of Ayman Nofal, a Hamas brigade commander who was killed in IDF strikes in 

the Gaza Strip a few days previously (IDF website, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Weapons found in the hospital basement. Left: A hidden tunnel in the home of a senior 
Hamas terrorist leading to the hospital (IDF spokesman’s website, November 13, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Activities of IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman’s website, November 14, 2023) 
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IDF armored vehicles in Gaza (QudsN X account, November 13, 2023) 

 Aerial activity: During the past day, Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked about 200 Hamas 

terrorist targets, including operatives, weapons production sites, anti-tank missile launch 

sites and military headquarters (IDF spokesman, November 14, 2023). A number of Hamas 

operatives were killed in a targeted airstrike, including Yaqoub Ashour, head of the anti-tank 

unit in the Khan Yunis Brigade; Muhammad Hamis Dababesh, head of Hamas's military 

intelligence and for the past two years secretary in the international relations department of 

Hamas’ political bureau; Tahsin Maslam, a combat support company commander in charge 

of the special forces in Beit Lahia; Jihad Azzam, an investigative officer of “military 

intelligence” in Zeitoun and Muneir Harb, head of media information in the Rafah Brigade (IDF 

spokesman, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The IDF attacks terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip  
(IDF spokesman’s website, November 14, 2023) 
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The IDF attacks Hamas terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip  

(IDF spokesman’s website, November 13, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Morning Israeli Air Force strikes in Gaza (Wafa YouTube channel, November 14, 2023) 

 Naval activity: Israeli Naval forces attacked a military camp used by the Hamas naval units 

for training and weapons storage (IDF spokesman, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The weapons found in the camp of the Hamas naval units 

 (IDF spokesman’s website, November 14, 2023) 

Reactions to IDF activity 

 Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, claimed Hamas continued to 

attack IDF forces by blowing up tanks and armored vehicles with mortar shells (Hamas 

Telegram channel, November 13, 2023). 
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 Khalil al-Haya, a member of the Hamas political bureau and head of Hamas bureau of 

Arab-Islamic relations, claimed the IDF had not yet recorded any real, clear military 

achievement, nor would it succeed in achieving one. He claimed the "resistance" [terrorist 

operatives] continued to attack, and what they were planning for the IDF was worse. The IDF 

would face “resistance fighters” [terrorists] waging guerilla warfare from alley to alley until, 

defeated, the IDF would be expelled, and would find Palestinians who stood behind the 

“resistance” and “refused to wave a white flag.” 

 In response to the IDF spokesman's statement about evidence found in Rantisi Hospital, he 

claimed every thinking person would ridicule the IDF spokesman's [alleged] lies. He claimed 

Rantisi Hospital had been surrounded by IDF tanks and the people inside had been taken out 

at gunpoint. He claimed the hospital’s basement was used for “medical purposes,” and there 

were local residents staying in the hospital who had been displaced from their homes. He 

claimed the IDF spokesman had not presented any proof that the site was used for non-

medical purposes. He presented weapons of unknown origin, and if there had been armed 

men in the basement of the hospital, as the IDF spokesman claimed, they would have taken 

the weapons with them. He also claimed that the IDF spokesman had indicated a place where 

there was a tunnel, but the tunnel was absolutely not inside the hospital, which the IDF 

spokesman also admitted. Khalil al-Haya said they again demanded that international 

officials come to the hospitals to inspect them (al-Jazeera, November 14, 2023). 

 In response to the evidence presented by the IDF spokesman, senior Hamas terrorist 

Bassem Na'im claimed that from the beginning, Hamas had said it was prepared to have a 

“neutral international commission” come and inspect all the hospitals in the Gaza Strip and 

prove they were “free of any political or military activity.” According to Bassam Na'im, the IDF 

spokesman’s "false claims" would not stand up when international commissions of inquiry 

testified. He also claimed that the "resistance,” whose [alleged] goal was to protect the 

Palestinians, had “decided not to turn safe havens for Palestinians,” such as hospitals and 

schools, into places which threatened their security (al-Jazeera Mubasher TV website, 

November 14, 2023). 

 Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum claimed Israel was trying to market "imaginary 

progress" in the Gaza Strip and wage psychological warfare against the Gazans. However, he 

claimed, the "resistance" was becoming stronger and waging the campaign with full 

awareness, understanding and ability, and “dominated the field.” He claimed that the 
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presence of Israeli tanks in specific sites did not mean that they controlled the area, adding 

that the "resistance" consistently carried out “high-quality, creative operations,” destroyed 

tanks and APCs and was killing soldiers on all the combat fronts (Palinfo, November 13, 2023). 

Reactions to the attack on the headquarters of Qatar's National 
Committee for the Reconstruction of Gaza 
 Hamas claimed the IDF attacked the headquarters of Qatar’s Committee for the 

Reconstruction of Gaza, located in the west of Gaza City. The Qatari foreign ministry 

condemned the attack, calling it a "flagrant violation" of international law, claiming it was 

part of Israel’s policy of attacking people, especially when relating to headquarters that 

worked to alleviate the Gazans’ suffering. The ministry emphasized the need for global 

mobilization to force Israel to bear responsibility for its [alleged] "crimes" and to obey 

international law (X account of the Qatari foreign ministry, November 13, 2023). 

 Other reactions included:  

 Ahmed Abu Ziyad, spokesman for the Egyptian foreign ministry, said that Egypt 

condemned the Israeli attack on the headquarters of Qatar’s Committee for the 

Reconstruction of Gaza, claiming it was a continuation of Israel’s violations of 

international law. He claimed it violated “humane principles” and could not be justified. 

Abu Ziyad emphasized Egypt's support for Qatar and called on the international 

community to take action to stop Israel’s attacks in the Gaza Strip (X account of the 

foreign ministry spokesman, November 14, 2023). 

 The UAE also condemned the attack, adding that preserving the lives of residents and 

introducing humanitarian aid were top priorities. It called on the international 

community to take action to prevent violence in the area (UAE News Agency, November 

14, 2023). 

 The foreign ministries of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Oman condemned the attack, 

calling it a continuation of Israel’s ‘violations.’ 

Rocket fire  

 Since the entry of the ground forces into the Strip there has been a significant decrease in the 

number of rocket launches. During the past day, several rockets were fired at the Israeli cities, 

towns and villages near the Gaza Strip. In the evening, a barrage of rockets was launched 

towards the center of the country. 
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Right: Palestinian documentation of rocket fire at Israel (Shehab X account, November 13, 

2023). Left: A direct rocket hit on a house near Ashkelon (QudsN X account, November 13, 2023) 

 Since the beginning of the war, about 9,500 rockets and mortar shells have been launched 

from the Gaza Strip at Israel. On the first day of the war, more than 3,000 rockets were fired, 

about 12% of them failed and fell inside the Gaza Strip and in the sea. The Iron Dome aerial 

defense system intercepted about 2,000 launches and dozens of unmanned aircraft which 

attempted to penetrate Israeli airspace (IDF spokesman, November 10 and 11,2023). 

Israeli casualties 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, approximately 1,200 Israeli 

civilians and security personnel have been killed, 365 of them soldiers and officers; 239 

civilian and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza 

Strip, 35 children and adolescents under the age of 18, 32 over the age of 65. Five 

abductees were released. 

The issue of the abductees 

 Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, claimed Qatar was making 

efforts to achieve a deal to exchange Israeli abductees for 200 Palestinian children and 75 

women. However, Israel asked to release a hundred women and children. He claimed that 

Israel was delaying a truce for the release of hostages which would include a ceasefire and 

permission to bring aid into the Strip (Hamas Telegram channel, November 13, 2023). 

 In response to Abu Obeida, Khalil al-Haya claimed that for the past three weeks the Qataris, 

in cooperation with Egypt, had been conducting serious negotiations, but Israel’s delaying 

tactics were undermining progress. He claimed Israel back-pedaled three times when the 

parties were very close to signing an agreement. He also said that a list of 100 names of 

abductees had been given to Hamas, but they “only knew 50 of the names,” and “needed 

security and an end to the attacks to look for them and hand them over to the Red Cross.” He 
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claimed Hamas was serious, and stood by its offer to release 50 minors and women in 

exchange for Palestinian women and children, and the number could be more than 50. It 

would include everyone they found with the other [terrorist] organizations and parties. Asked 

what was necessary to complete the deal, he said that Israel had to stop delaying and meet 

the following demands: a normal and secure situation in which they could “search for the 

abductees and hand them over to the Red Cross;” delivering aid, medicine and all the needs 

of the entire Gaza Strip, including the northern Gaza Strip; IDF tanks has to stay away from 

places where there were civilians so that a truce could last without collapsing on the first or 

second day. He also claimed that they would be ready to complete the deal as early as 

tomorrow if their demands were met (al-Jazeera, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

 The Hamas-controlled government media information bureau reported that as of 8:30 p.m., 

November 13, 2023, the number of dead in Gaza stood at 11,240 and the number of wounded 

at 29,000 (Hamas-controlled government media information bureau in Gaza, November 12, 

2023). 

The situation in Gaza 

 Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA general commissioner, reported that their fuel reservoirs were 

completely empty and their request to the IDF for fuel had gone unanswered. He stated that 

the current situation would worsen and that the lack of fuel might stop the operation of 

ambulances and hospitals in the coming days, as well as other essential services such as water 

desalination and waste removal (Reuters, November 13, 2023). 
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Residents of the northern Gaza Strip continue to evacuate to the south 

 (Wafa YouTube channel, November 13, 2023) 

Aid to Gaza 

 Wahid Salimi, head of the Iranian Red Crescent volunteer organization, said that the 

amount of financial aid provided by the citizens of Iran to the Palestinians at the end of the 

fifth week of the war in Gaza was more than 873 billion rials (more than $2 million). He stated 

that the funds were deposited in the Red Crescent accounts in two Iranian banks, whose 

details he provided (IRNA, November 14, 2023). 

Hamas 

 Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, spoke with Najib Mikati, the prime 

minister of the interim government in Lebanon. They discussed the importance of stopping 

Israeli “aggression” and providing rapid humanitarian aid for the residents of the Gaza Strip 

(Hamas Telegram channel, November 13, 2023). 

 Hamas welcomed the dismissal of the British Home Secretary following her criticism of the 

conduct of the police at the pro-Palestinian demonstrations. According to Hamas, her 

dismissal after she condemned the pro-Palestinian demonstrators, was a victory for the 

“popular movement” in Britain, which sympathized with the “feeling of oppression” and 

opposed the "crimes of Israel" in the Gaza Strip. Hamas called on the free peoples of the world 

to escalate their activities and exert pressure on the decision makers to stop the "war of 

genocide" in the Gaza Strip (Hamas Telegram channel, November 13, 2023). 
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The Northern Arena  

Lebanon  
 Hezbollah's activity continued on the northern border. In the afternoon, two IDF posts were 

attacked. On the night of November 13, 2023, several launches were identified from Lebanese 

territory at an IDF post near the border. One of the launches was intercepted by air defense 

fighters and the rest fell in an open area (IDF Spokesman, November 13 and 14, 2023). 

Hezbollah claimed responsibility for the attacks (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram 

channel, November 13, 2023). 

 IDF forces responded with artillery fire, attacked a launching post and a terrorist who shot at 

Israel. An IDF tank attacked a squad attempting to launch anti-tank missiles. In the evening 

and night, Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked Hezbollah terrorist infrastructure in Lebanese 

territory. Among the targets attacked were compounds where weapons were stored and a 

headquarters (IDF spokesman, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attack on a Hezbollah launching post (IDF spokesman's website, November 13, 2023) 

 

 According to Lebanese media reports, two people were killed and one was wounded in an 

Israeli attack in the village of Aynata in the Bint Jbeil area. The fatalities were reportedly 

civilians, passersby (LBCI Network; Lebanon 24 website, November 13, 2023). 

Hezbollah fatalities  
 Hezbollah announced the death of Ali Mahdi Saif al-Din, aka Dhu al-Fiqar, from the town of 

Halabta and a resident of Baalbek in the Beqa’a Valley, who was killed as a "shaheed (martyr) 

on the way to Jerusalem" (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, November 13, 

2023). 
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Hezbollah fatality (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, November 13, 2023) 

 

 Lebanese media reported that Israel had attacked an area where several journalists were 

staying in Yaroun, south Lebanon, and that the attack caused severe damage, but there were 

no casualties (al-Akhbar X account, November 13, 2023). Hezbollah condemned the attack on 

members of the media while they were on a pre-arranged public tour in the town of Yaroun in 

south Lebanon. According to Hezbollah, their objective was to document Israel's attacks and 

the attack against them was intended to prevent the media from showing Israel's [alleged] 

"terrorist activity and crimes" (Simia, November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The attack on journalists in the town of Yaroun in south Lebanon (al-Akhbar Telegram channel, 
November 13, 2023) 

 

 Residents of the town of Ibel al-Saqi, about 9 kilometers (about .6 miles) northeast of Metulla, 

saw a drone suspended in trees in the town. Lebanese army soldiers and UNIFIL forces arrived 

at the scene to inquire about the aircraft (Lebanese News Agency, November 14, 2023). 
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The detected aircraft (Rasd News Online X account, November 14, 2023) 

Lebanese opposition 
 Opposition sources in Lebanon continue to accuse Hezbollah of wanting to drag Lebanon 

into a war which the country would not be able to afford. They said it was unacceptable that 

the destruction in the Gaza Strip would be repeated in Lebanon and Hezbollah could not be 

allowed to drag the country into war at the expense of the Lebanese. They accused Hezbollah 

of implementing Iran's interests under the guise of an imaginary identification with the Gaza 

Strip. They reiterated that solidarity with Gaza did not mean sacrificing Lebanon. Therefore, 

according to the sources, their message to the Arab summit was that Hezbollah had to be 

deterred; the organization's hold in Lebanon had to be lifted; and they had to be committed 

to international resolutions, particularly Security Council Resolutions 1559, 1680 and 1701, 

and keep Lebanon free of conflicts (al-Joumhouria, Lebanon, November 14, 2023).  

 

 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Stabbing attack  

 On November 14, 2023, a Palestinian attempted to stab IDF soldiers at a military post at the 

Beit Einun junction, north of Hebron; he was shot and killed (Judea and Samaria Rescue, 

November 14, 2023). The Palestinians reported the death of Muhammad Abd al-Majid al-

Halaiqa, 20 years old, from Shiyukh (northeast of Hebron) (Wafa, November 14, 2023). 

Terrorist attack prevented  

 On November 2, 2023, a stabbing attack near the Savidor train station in Tel Aviv was 

prevented. Two 14-year-old schoolboys from Umm al-Fahm, armed with knives, were arrested 
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by police after raising suspicion. Questioning revealed that they had left their home with 

school bags on the morning of the incident and boarded a bus to Tel Aviv with the intention 

of stabbing soldiers. They got off the bus in the Namir Road area, put their school bags aside 

and hid the knives on their bodies (Israel Police Force spokesman's unit, Israeli media, 

November 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The knives found in the possession of the two youths 
 (Israel Police spokesman's unit, November 13, 2023) 

Preventive and counterterrorism activities 

  Israeli security forces detained 36 Palestinians, 18 of them Hamas operatives. During the 

activity, a violent disturbance ensued, during which rocks and burning tires were thrown at 

the forces, who responded with gunfire (IDF website, November 13, 2023). Since the beginning 

of the war in the Gaza Strip, about 1,700 wanted Palestinians have been detained, about 950 

of them Hamas terrorist operatives (IDF spokesman's website, November 14, 2023). In the past 

day, the Palestinians reported eight fatalities, seven of them were in the Tulkarm refugee 

camp and one at the Beit Einun Junction (north of Hebron) (Wafa, November 14, 2023). 

 Israeli security forces operated in the Tulkarm refugee camp, where they uncovered IEDs 

placed along the roads intended to attack the forces. During the activity. IDF aircraft attacked 

an armed terrorist squad that shot at them and threw IEDs (IDF spokesman's website, 

November 14, 2023). The Palestinians reported seven dead and 12 wounded during exchanges 

of fire and clashes with Israeli security forces (ministry of health in Ramallah Facebook page, 

November 14, 2023). 
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Right: The activity of the Israeli security forces in the Tulkarm refugee camp (Shehab X account, 

November 14, 2023). Left: An IED detonated during an Israeli security force activity in the 
Tulkarm refugee camp (QudsN X account, November 14, 2023)  

 Before dawn on November 14, 2023, Israeli security forces demolished the apartment of 

Muhannad Shehadeh, a Hamas terrorist operative who was involved in the shooting attack at 

the gas station near Eli on June 20, 2023, in which four Israelis were killed (IDF spokesman's 

website, November 14, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Demolition of the terrorist's house (IDF website, November 14, 2023). Left: Attack on the 
terrorist squad in Tulkarm (IDF website, November 14, 2023) 

 

Death of a prisoner  

 The Israel Prison Service reported the death of a security detainee who felt ill and was 

evacuated to the prison clinic for examination. The detainee, born in 1990, a resident of 

Samaria, arrived in prison in February 2023 (Walla! website, November 13, 2023). In response, 

Zaher Jabarin, who holds the prisoners' portfolio in Hamas, issued a statement claiming 

that Israel was committing "serious crimes" against the prisoners in the prisons, which have 

reached the point of “execution”, and that minister Ben-Gvir included the execution of 

prisoners in his plans (Palinfo, November 13, 2023). 
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A demonstration in Ramallah demanding a boycott of Israeli products, attended by senior Fatah 
figure Sabri Sidam (QudsN X account, November 13, 2023) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Demonstration in Nablus to protest the war in the Gaza Strip  
(QudsN Telegram channel, November 13, 2023) 

Palestinian Authority 

  Riyadh Mansour, the Palestinian Authority's representative to the UN, sent three 

identical communiqués to the UN secretary general, the president of the Security Council and 

the president of the General Assembly, in which he stressed that "Israeli aggression" had to 

be stopped. He also said it was important for the Security Council to unite and demand a 

ceasefire and an end to "the forced expulsion and collective punishment against the 

Palestinian people" (Wafa, November 14, 2023). 

  Mahmoud al-Aloul, deputy chairman of Fatah, claimed that the Israeli government had 

created the war and was now taking revenge on the Palestinians. He also said they had 

warned the international community about the current Israeli government. Al-Aloul also said 

that it made no sense to discuss what would happen after the war before talking about ending 

it (Mahmoud al-Aloul's Facebook page, November 13, 2023).  
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Iran 
  Fada-Hossein Maliki, a member of the Majles National Security and Foreign Policy 

Committee, said in an interview that the Arab and Muslim countries had to unite and impose 

a ceasefire on Israel as soon as possible. Maliki called the Arab-Muslim summit in Riyadh 

“important and unprecedented,” but noted that the summit discussions were insufficient and 

practical steps had to be taken to protect the Palestinians and their rights in international 

forums (Mehr News Agency, November 14,2023). 

  Ramazan Sharif, Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps spokesman, said Israel's attempt 

to present a hospital to public opinion as Hamas headquarters and claim that it had taken 

over the organization's headquarters after taking over the hospital was a joke. He said the 

United States bore the main responsibility for the continuation of the Israeli attacks and for 

the inability to establish a ceasefire and deliver humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. He claimed 

the presence of American military advisers and British media advisers alongside Israel in the 

war could not be denied (Tasnim, November 14, 2023). 

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq and Syria 
 The attacks on American military bases continued. In two separate announcements, the 

Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for an attack on a base in the Omar oil field 

area in Syria and a drone attack on the al-Qarya al-Khadraa base in Syria (Islamic Resistance 

in Iraq Telegram channel, November 14, 2023). 

  Akram al-Kaabi, secretary general of the pro-Iranian Nujaba ("nobles") militia in Iraq, 

congratulated the "heroes of the Islamic resistance in Iraq" who attacked Eilat and hit their 

target. He said Israel and its partners needed to know that they were capable of more and that 

they would pay the price for their "crimes against the people of the Gaza Strip" (Akram al-

Kaabi's X account, November 13, 2023). 

 According to an "American military source," during the past day, American Army forces in 

Syria were attacked at least four times by drones and rockets. The source noted there were 

no casualties and only minor material damage had been caused (Reuters, November 13, 

2023). 
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Yemen 

  Abd al-Malik al-Houthi, leader of the pro-Iranian Houthi movement, claimed that 

missiles and drones had been launched at Israel, stressing that if the Yemenis had a direct 

border with Israel, hundreds of thousands of Yemenis would have stormed Israel. "The Israeli 

occupation is committing the cruelest crimes against the Palestinian people," he claimed. He 

also condemned the Arab League and the countries of the recent Islamic summit in Saudi 

Arabia, claiming they had been “uninterested” and unable to take serious action against Israel 

(al-Mayadeen, November 14, 2023). 

The Arab Arena 

Jordan 

  Ahmed al-Safadi, speaker of the Jordanian parliament, called on his country's judicial 

committee to reexamine the agreements signed with Israel. The Jordanian parliament 

approved the call "unanimously." Al-Safadi demanded that the committee file a complaint 

with the International Court of Justice to investigate Israel's "war crimes" in the Gaza Strip (al-

Mamlaka, November 13, 2023). 

 Ayman al-Safadi, Jordanian foreign minister, said in an interview that Hamas did not 

create the conflict, but rather it was the conflict that had created Hamas. He also said the war 

would not bring Israel security or bring peace to the region, and the longer it lasted, the 

greater the possibility that it would spread (al-Mamlaka, November 13, 2023). 
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Overview1 
 The southern arena: The IDF completed the takeover of the Shati refugee camp and of a 

number of government institutions in Gaza City. During the night, the IDF forces began a 

focused operation at Shifa Hospital, which was carried out after the hospital management 

had been informed in advance of the soldiers’ entry into the compound and after an effort had 

been made to evacuate the patients and Gazans who had taken shelter in the hospital; IDF 

forces delivered medical equipment to the hospital. The IDF’s entry into the hospital 

compound provoked a wave of angry reactions from the terrorist organizations, the 

Palestinian Authority (PA) and Arab sources. 

 Rocket fire targeting Israel: The rate of rocket fire from the Gaza Strip has decreased. Three 

rockets were fired at the central part of the country and injured several civilians. A missile 

launched at Eilat was intercepted in the Red Sea. Two rockets were launched from south Syria 

at IDF positions. 

 
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 

Northern 
Arena 

•190 attacks 
•74 Hezbollah operatives 
killed 

•10 other terrorist-
organization operatives 
killed 
 

Israeli 
Casualties 

•Approximately 1,200 
military and civilian dead 
(unofficial estimate) 

•Abducted – 239 
•Five abductees returned 

 

Rocket Fire 
•About 9,500 rockets and 
mortar shells  

•About 12% failed 
launches 
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!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, approximately 1,200 Israeli 

civilians and security personnel have been killed, 368 of them soldiers and officers; 239 

civilian and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza 

Strip. The terrorist organizations continue to accuse Israel of sabotaging any agreement to 

release the abductees. Ziyad al-Nakhalah, Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) secretary general, 

claimed the negotiating method for the release of the hostages could push them to abort the 

deal and keep the hostages to "obtain better conditions."  

!The Gaza Strip: The Hamas-controlled the ministry of health in Gaza said it had been 

informed in advance of the IDF’s entry into the hospital compound. Senior Hamas terrorist 

Osama Hamdan said they were still waiting for the Rafah Crossing to be kept fully and 

permanently open. 

!The northern arena: Hezbollah continued attacking along the northern border. The IDF 

responded with gunfire and airstrikes. 

!Judea and Samaria: IDF counterterrorism activities continued, including detentions, mainly 

of Hamas operatives. Hamas called on Palestinians to respond with demonstrations and to 

confront the Israeli security forces. 

!Iran: Responding to the announcement that the Iranians gave scholarships to Hamas 

operatives for military and paramilitary studies at Iranian universities, the former Iranian 

foreign minister said that Iran supported Hamas, but claimed it was an independent body. 

The Houthis in Yemen threatened to expand their attacks on Israel by attacking Israeli ships 

in the Red Sea. 

!Jordan: The Jordanian foreign minister said joint Arab peacekeeping forces would not be 

stationed in the Gaza Strip after the war and the Israeli government's plan to maintain an 

Israeli security presence in the Gaza Strip was very dangerous for the entire region. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity on the ground 

!The integrated ground maneuver: On November 14, 2023, the IDF completed the takeover 

of the Shati refugee camp in Gaza City, while the takeover of a number of government 

institutions in Gaza City continued. IDF fighters who took control of the Governor's House, 

found weapons and documents which had been taken from IDF posts during the invasion of 

Israel on October 7 (IDF spokesman, November 14, 2023). 
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IDF forces in the Shati refugee camp (IDF spokesman’s website, November 15, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman’s website, November 15, 2023) 

 On the night of November 14, 2023, the IDF forces operated in a designated compound at the 

Shifa Hospital where they had intelligence information about Hamas terrorist activity. Before 

the operation, the hospital management was informed of the troops' entry into the 

compound and the IDF opened an axis for evacuating patients and Gazans who had sought 

refuge in the hospital. IDF forces also delivered medical equipment, incubators and baby food 

to the hospital. Before entering the hospital, the forces had to deal with explosives and 

terrorist squads; fighting developed and terrorists were killed (IDF spokesman, November 15, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IDF forces bring an incubator to Shifa Hospital (IDF website, November 14, 2023) 
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Right: Terrorists place a bag suspected of being an IED near Shifa Hospital. Left: Terrorists 
attack (IDF spokesman’s website, November 15, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: IDF attack in the northern Gaza Strip (Wafa YouTube channel, November 15, 2023). Left: 
Israeli Air Force attack in the eastern part of the Jabaliya refugee camp 

 (Shehab X account, November 15, 2023) 

 IDF forces operated at a Hamas training base, where they found intelligence materials, tunnel 

shafts, dozens of guns and other types of weapons, including rockets and an RPG launcher 

(IDF spokesman, November 15, 2023). 

 According to reports, so far, the forces have located more than 160 tunnel shafts, attacked 

about 2,800 terrorist facilities and killed about 1,000 terrorists and commanders. The forces 

also raided vital Hamas strategic assets, including the 17th Force post, the Bader post, the 

security quarter in Gaza City and the Rantisi Hospital, which was used by Hamas for military-

terrorist activity and holding hostages (IDF spokesman, November 14, 2023). 
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Right: A tunnel shaft exposed by the forces. Left: Weapons found by the forces 

 (IDF spokesman's website, November 15, 2023) 

 Aerial activity: While assisting the ground forces, Israeli Air Force aircraft continued to attack 

Hamas targets from the air. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attacking Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip (IDF Spokesman website, November 15, 2023) 

Reactions to the IDF activities, especially in the hospitals 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan held a press conference in Beirut where he claimed 

the "Palestinian resistance" [Palestinian terrorist organizations] and Hamas’ military[-

terrorist] wing were in good condition, “controlled the fighting” and were ceaselessly 

attacking IDF forces according to “carefully prepared defense plans.” He falsely claimed the 

number of Israeli losses exceeded 180 tanks and armored vehicles, and hundreds of dead and 

wounded. He claimed they were still at the beginning of the campaign, and what would 

happen in the future would be even greater.” He reminded the Arab-Islamic nation that it was 

“everyone’s campaign to defend Arab honor, Jerusalem and al-Aqsa mosque,” and they "they 

must not miss out on this great honor.” 

 As to the "siege" of the hospitals, Hamdan claimed it was clear to the world that by attacking 

hospitals, clinics and the Gaza Strip infrastructure, Israel's goal was to deprive the 

Palestinians of elementary services and the necessities of normal life to force a repeat of the 
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nakba of 1948. He claimed 25 out of 35 hospitals and 53 out of 72 clinics were non-functional, 

in addition to the destruction of 94 government headquarters, 253 schools, 71 mosques and 

three churches. He appealed to the UN and to all countries and international institutions, 

saying that those who were silent or only condemned, legitimized the laws of the jungle and 

allowed chaos to spread throughout the world (al-Jazeera website, November 14, 2023). 

 In reaction to the entry of IDF forces into Shifa Hospital, Hamas claimed that "the 

occupation" and the United Stated bore full responsibility for the consequences of the army's 

"invasion" of Shifa Hospital, which was protected by the Geneva Convention. Hamas also 

noted that the United States’ acceptance of Israel’s narrative, that Hamas used the hospital 

for military-terrorist purposes, gave Israel a green light to further “massacre” civilians (Hamas 

Telegram channel, November 15, 2023). 

 Ali Shahin, a member of the PIJ’s political bureau, claimed the United States was complicit 

in the crime of the "invasion" of the hospital and bore full responsibility for the events. He 

claimed that attacking civilians was Israel's way of achieving an image of victory (Filastin al-

Yawm, November 15, 2023). 

 The PA foreign ministry condemned the "Israeli attack" on Shifa Hospital and other hospitals 

and health centers in the Gaza Strip. The ministry considered it a blatant violation of 

international law and the Geneva Convention, and assigned the Israeli government full 

responsibility for the security of the medical staff and thousands of sick, wounded and 

children in the compound, and urgently called on the international community to provide 

them with protection (Account X of the PA foreign ministry, November 15, 20203). 

 Mai al-Kayla, PA minister of health, condemned the IDF's activities at Shifa Hospital and 

charged Israel and the international community with responsibility for the lives of the medical 

staff, patients and relatives in the hospital compound. She criticized the international silence 

in the face of the IDF's actions [allegedly] in violation of international law (ministry of health 

in Ramallah Facebook page, November 15, 2023). 

 Arab political commentators claimed that the IDF had entered Shifa Hospital after it had 

been given a green light from the United States and claimed the United States had equipped 

Israel with suitable weapons. Several commentators also claimed that the entry of the troops 

into the hospital compound was a ploy to improve the IDF’s image after its failure on October 

7, 2023 (al-Ghad TV, November 15, 2023). 
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Rocket fire  

 Since the IDF ground forces entered the Gaza Strip, there has been a significant decrease in 

the amount of rocket fire. During the past day, several rockets were launched at the cities, 

towns and villages surrounding the Gaza Strip. In the evening, three rockets were fired into 

the center of the country, injuring several people; two rockets were launched from south 

Syria. 

 On the evening of November 14, 2023, a missile fired at Israeli territory from the Red Sea 

region was intercepted (IDF spokesman, November 14, 2023). 

 Since the beginning of the war, approximately 9,500 rockets and mortar shells have been 

launched from the Gaza Strip at Israel. On the first day of the war, over 3,000 rockets were 

launched. About 12% of them were failed launches that fell in the Gaza Strip and in the sea. 

The Iron Dome aerial defense system intercepted approximately 2,000 launches and dozens 

of unmanned aircraft which attempted to penetrate Israeli airspace (IDF spokesman, 

November10 and 11 2023). 

Israeli casualties 

 According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, approximately 1,200 Israeli 

civilians and security personnel have been killed, 368 of them soldiers and officers; 239 

civilian and military abductees are held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip, 

35 children and adolescents under the age of 18, 32 over the age of 65. Five abductees 

were released. 

The issue of the abductees 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan “sent a message” to the families of the abductees 

claiming that despite Hamas' “desire to resolve the issue,” the Israeli government was 

sabotaging it. He called on the Israeli families whose relatives were being held in the Gaza 

Strip to exert pressure on the Israeli government, and not to waste time. He also claimed that 

nothing would prevent the release of Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails (al-Jazeera TV 

website, November 14, 2023). 

 Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, claimed the method of negotiating for the 

release of the Israeli hostages could push them to abort the deal and keep the hostages to 

"obtain better conditions" (Filastin al-Yawm November 14, 2023). 
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 Asked during an interview about al-Nakhalah’s statement, Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ 

secretary general, said that with the knowledge of the United States, during the past week 

Qatari-mediated negotiations had taken place for the release of the kidnapped civilians in 

exchange for the release of the women and children in Israeli prisons, a five-day ceasefire and 

the delivery of aid and fuel. He claimed an agreement had been reached, but the Israeli 

government was delaying and had set new conditions to include soldiers. He claimed soldiers 

would only be released as part of a full exchange which would empty the Israeli jails of all the 

Palestinian prisoners. 

 Asked if Hamas and PIJ had separate negotiation tracks, he replied that at the moment they 

did not, and their position was that the issue was not Hamas' or PIJ’s, but concerned all 

Palestinians. He claimed they did not examine the Palestinian prisoners’ organizational 

affiliation, but aspired to release everyone (al-Jazeera TV website, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

 According to the Hamas-controlled government media information bureau in Gaza, as of 

10:00 p.m. on November 14, 2023, at, the number of dead in the Gaza Strip stood at 11,320 and 

the number of wounded at 29,200 (aljazeera.net, November 14, 2023). 

The situation in Gaza  

 The Hamas-controlled the ministry of health in the Gaza told al-Jazeera that the IDF had 

informed them in advance of its intention to enter the Shifa Hospital compound. Dr. Ashraf 

al-Qidra, spokesman for the ministry of health in the Gaza Strip, said the situation in the 

hospital was very difficult because of IDF attacks in the area. He claimed there were 1,500 

medical staff members in the hospital compound and 7,000 Gazans who had sought shelter 

in the hospital (Shehab X account, November 15, 2023). 
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Right: Shifa Hospital since the beginning of the war (Wafa, November 15, 2023). Left: Shifa 
Hospital before the war (PA ministry of health Facebook page, November 15, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Palestinian cartoon ridiculing United States aid to Israel and its responsibility for the results of 
the war in Gaza. The Arabic reads, "American aid..." (al-Quds al-Arabi, November 14, 2023) 

The Rafah Crossing 

 Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan said they were still waiting for the full, permanent 

opening of the Rafah Crossing and for the implementation of the Arab-Islamic summit 

meeting’s decision to break the blockade and force the immediate delivery of aid, medicine 

and fuel (al-Jazeera website, November 14, 2023). 

 According to reports, Israel approved the delivery of 25,000 liters (about 6,600 gallons) of 

diesel fuel exclusively for UNRWA trucks, which would be refueled inside the Rafah Crossing 

(Israeli media, November 15, 2023). The Palestinian media reported that a fuel truck entered 

the Palestinian side of the Rafah Crossing during the afternoon for the first time since the 

beginning of the war (al-Quds, November 15, 2023). 
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The Northern Arena 

Lebanon 

 During the past day Hezbollah continued attacking Israel, firing anti-tank missiles and mortar 

shells at the IDF posts on the Lebanese border. There was also small arms fire. Hezbollah 

claimed responsibility for all the attacks (Hezbollah combat information unit, November 14, 

2023). 

 The IDF responded with artillery fire at the sources of the attacks and at a Hezbollah 

observation post. An IDF tank attacked a terrorist squad about to launch anti-tank missiles 

from Lebanese territory to the Yiftah area. Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked a number of 

Hezbollah terrorist facilities in Lebanese territory (IDF spokesman, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

the IDF attacks a Hezbollah terrorist facility (IDF spokesman’s website, November 14, 2023) 

The Lebanese government 

 Najib Mikati, prime minister of the interim government in Lebanon, met with Aroldo 

Lazzaro, UNIFIL commander. Mikati emphasized Lebanon's commitment to the continued 

presence of UNIFIL forces in south Lebanon and thanked UNIFIL for its efforts to reduce 

tensions and for the sacrifice of its forces (Lebanese prime minister’s X account, November 14, 

2023). Before meeting Mikati, Lazzaro met with Nabih Berri, speaker of the Parliament 

(Lebanon 24, November 14,2023). 

 Abdullah Bou Habib, the Lebanese foreign minister, said that in light of the attack that Israel 

allegedly carried out on journalists in the Yaron region on November 13, 2023, Lebanon had 

submitted a complaint to the UN Security Council. He said that a targeted attack on journalists 

was a violation of humanitarian and international law (al-Nashra , November 14, 2023). 
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Syria 

 Meanwhile, two rockets were launched from the Daraa area in south Syria at an IDF post in 

the Golan Heights. In response, the IDF attacked military positions in the countryside west of 

Daraa (Syrian Monitoring Center for Human Rights; al-Khalij 365, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Preventive and counterterrorism activities 

  The Israeli security forces continued their extensive counterterrorism activities in Judea and 

Samaria. In the past day, 28 wanted Palestinians were detained, more than 20 of them Hamas 

terrorist operatives. One of the detainees was Hussein Abu Kuwaik, a senior Hamas terrorist 

in al-Bireh. Since the beginning of the war, about 1,750 wanted Palestinians have been 

detained in Judea and Samaria, about 1,000 of them Hamas operatives (IDF spokesman's 

website, November 15, 2023). 

  Police forces demolished the home of Khairi Alkam in the Ras al-Amoud neighborhood of 

East Jerusalem. Alkam carried out the shooting attack at a synagogue in Neve Yaakov 

(January 2023), killing seven Israelis (Israeli media, November 15, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demolition of the terrorist's house (IDF spokesman's X account, November 15, 2023) 

 During the activity of the Israeli security forces in the Hebron and Bethlehem areas, about 20 

operatives of the Islamic Bloc (the Hamas student factions at the universities) were detained. 

The forces confiscated incitement materials and Hamas flags (IDF spokesman's website, 

November 15, 2023).  

 As part of the operation, 25 students, 16 of them women, were reportedly detained. Hamas 

condemned the detentions and called for a continuation and escalation of the confrontation 
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with Israel and using all available means of “resistance” throughout Judea and Samaria. The 

Hamas student faction at the universities called for active participation in marches and 

confrontations, including taking an active part on November 16,at noon on "Thursday of 

Rage" initiated by the student movements and the national and Islamic forces (Hurriya News, 

November 15, 2023). 

 

Reactions to the death of a security prisoner in an Israeli prison 

 Following the announcement of the death of Hamas operative Abd al-Rahman Mar’i in 

Megiddo Prison, Hamas issued a statement claiming that Israel used prohibited methods 

which had so far led to the “execution” of five prisoners in Israeli jails, the most recent being 

Abd al-Rahman Mar’i from Megiddo Prison (November 12, 2023). The announcement claimed 

that the abductees held by Hamas would be released only in exchange for prisoners in Israeli 

jails (Hamas Telegram channel, November 14, 2023).  

 Zaher Jabarin, who is in charge of Hamas’ office of the dead, prisoners and wounded, 

said that Israel's continued escalation against the prisoners would not break the Palestinians' 

belief in the “resistance” [terrorism] and confrontation with Israel. He called on the residents 

of Judea and Samaria and the families of the prisoners to come out and confront Israel and 

the settlers. He stressed that the Israeli abductees would be released only if the Palestinian 

prisoners were released (Hamas Telegram channel in the West Bank, November 14, 2023). 

  Answering the call of the national and Islamic forces and the institutions dealing with the 

prisoners' affairs, demonstrations and rallies were held throughout Judea and Samaria in 

support of the prisoners and the Gaza Strip. The speakers claimed the prisons could explode 

at any moment if the Israel Prison Service continued its [alleged] "harassment of the 

prisoners" (Wafa, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rallies in support of the prisoners in Nablus (right) and Jenin (Wafa, November 14, 2023). 
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Palestinian Authority  

  Riyadh al-Maliki, PA foreign minister, met in Paris with Catherine Colonna, France's 

foreign minister. Al-Maliki stressed the importance of Europe in general and France in 

particular insisting on a ceasefire, and that "the excuse of self-defense is encouraging Israel's 

crimes." He also called for an examination of the nature of Israel's activities in Judea and 

Samaria (PA foreign ministry’s Telegram channel, November 14, 2023).  

 

 

Iran 
  Amir-Hossein Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke with Mohammad bin 

Abdulrahman Al Thani, Qatar's prime minister and foreign minister, to discuss the latest 

developments in the Palestinian arena and diplomatic initiatives to stop the Israeli attacks in 

the Gaza Strip. They stressed the need for an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and the 

delivery of humanitarian aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip (IRNA, November 14, 2023). 

  The Iranian foreign minister arrived in Geneva on November 15, 2023, and met with Martin 

Griffith, the UN coordinator for humanitarian affairs. They discussed transferring 

humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip (al-Alam, November 15, 2023). 

 IDF forces reportedly found a document on a computer in a Hamas vehicle outside Gaza with 

details about a scholarship application sent by a Hamas military commander for training 

seven Hamas operatives at Iranian universities. The document, obtained by CNN, was sent to 

the Iranian government in July 2023, and gave the names of the candidates for the training, 

their personal details and the areas of expertise required for each of them, which included 

technology, physics, engineering, programming, law and management. An Israeli source told 

CNN that Hamas operatives were also offered specific training in explosives engineering as 

part of a university program apparently supposed to be given by the Iranian Revolutionary 

Guards Corps (CNN, November 14, 2023). 

 Commenting on the report, Ali-Akbar Salehi, former Iranian foreign minister, said Iran had 

always supported Hamas, but the organization acted independently, was not under Iranian 

control and made decisions on its own, including the decision to launch Operation al-Aqsa 

Storm on October 7. He claimed Hezbollah was also capable of making its own decisions. 

Salehi added that Iran strove to end Israel's "war crimes" in the Gaza Strip, but was not 
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involved in the current conflict. He criticized American involvement in the war, saying that 

there was no justification for the United States’ support for Israel's actions against the 

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and its presence in the region. He said Iran was not interested 

in expanding the war in the region, as opposed to Israel (al-Jazeera, November 14, 2023). 

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 

Iraq and Syria 

  The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for launching a barrage of rockets at 

the American Army base at the Koniko oil field (the Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, 

November 14, 2023). 

 The American Department of Defense reported that between October 17 and November 14, 

2023, American Army bases in Syria and Iraq had been attacked 56 times, with 59 American 

personnel’s being wounded (Fox News, November 14, 2023). An “official American source" 

reported that seven people had been killed in the attacks carried out by the United States in 

response, on November 12, 2023, against targets of the IRGC and Iranian branches in Syria 

(Reuters, November 14, 2023). 

Yemen 

 The Houthi movement's media information office published a poster in Hebrew, English and 

Arabic threatening to attack Israeli vessels sailing in the Red Sea. The poster, titled "We will 

sink your ships," shows a ship loaded with containers marked "Israel" going up in flames. The 

poster, issued by sources affiliated with the "axis of resistance,"2 was distributed on social 

media (@ib_reb X account, November 14, 2023). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The threatening poster of the Houthi movement in Yemen 
(@ib_reb X account, November 14, 2023) 

 
2 Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations, the Houthis in Yemen and the pro-
Iranian militias in Iraq.  
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 Abd al-Malik al-Houthi, leader of the Houthis in Yemen, gave a speech in which he referred 

to the movement’s actions against Israeli targets, saying that their “eyes are open all the time 

and they are looking for Israeli ships in the Red Sea and the Bab al-Mandeb Strait, especially 

those located near Yemen’s territorial waters. He threatened that they “would not hesitate to 

attack enemy ships” and that the whole world should know that. He claimed Israel was afraid 

of them and therefore did not dare to fly the Israeli flag on its ships as they pass through the 

Red Sea. Regarding the threatening messages of the Americans, he said they did not make an 

impression on them, and they would continue to act against “Zionist targets in Palestine or 

abroad” (Ansar Allah movement’s Telegram channel, November 14, 2023). 

 Yahya Saria, spokesman for the Houthi armed forces in Yemen, said that the 

organization's fighters had fired several ballistic missiles at various targets in Israel, including 

the area of Eilat. He claimed that followed another operation by the forces against targets 

using drones the day before. He also referred to the Houthis' threat to attack Israeli ships in 

the area, noting that they had begun taking all the necessary steps to implement the orders 

and would not hesitate (Yahya Saria's Telegram channel, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

The Arab Arena 

Egypt 

  Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi spoke with Russian President Vladimir Putin. He 

said Egypt was investing great efforts to achieve a lull in the Gaza Strip, bring in humanitarian 

aid and evacuate wounded Palestinians. They agreed to intensify international efforts to stop 

the war in the Gaza Strip to protect civilians (Egyptian presidential spokesman’s Facebook 

page, November 14, 2023). 

  Sameh Shoukry, Egyptian foreign minister, said that statements by Israeli officials about 

the expulsion of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip violated international law and that any 

attempt to justify or encourage such expulsion was reprehensible. He also said he opposed 

any attempt to portray the expulsion as a voluntary evacuation and that uprooting Gazans 

was the result of military operations directed against civilians and constituted "war crimes" 

(Egyptian foreign ministry’s Facebook page, November 14, 2023). 
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Jordan 

 In an interview, Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman al-Safadi stressed that there would be 

no joint Arab peacekeeping forces in the Gaza Strip after the war and that the Israeli 

government's plan to maintain an Israeli security presence after the war was very dangerous 

for the region. Referring to a video released by the IDF spokesman about Rantisi Hospital, he 

said that there was no doubt that there were hundreds of wounded and sick people in the 

hospital, and that the Israeli story could not be verified unless an independent investigation 

was conducted. He also said everyone was working to change the situation in the Gaza Strip 

to give hope for a peace that would realize the Palestinians' rights to freedom and statehood 

and deal with Israel's concerns. He said everyone in the world understood the pain inflicted 

on Israeli civilians on October 7, but that did not justify inflicting ten times more pain on 

Palestinian civilians, and the world should now focus on the fact that more than 11,000 

Palestinians had been killed and Israel continued the war despite the international 

community's request to stop. He also noted that Judea and Samaria were “burning”, which 

could lead to the spread of the war (ABC channel, Australia, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

The International Arena 
United States  

  American National Security Adviser John Kirby said that the terrorist organizations in the 

Gaza Strip made use of some of the hospitals in the city, adding that they were also used to 

hold hostages abducted from Israel (The Jerusalem Post, November 14, 2023). 

  In response, Hamas condemned and rejected the White House and Pentagon's accusations 

about the use of hospitals, claiming that the American position was always biased towards 

Israel and gave it a green light to kill of civilians (Hamas Telegram channel, November 14, 

2023). The PIJ condemned the American accusations, saying that the Islamic "resistance" 

[terrorist organizations] in the Gaza Strip did not use hospitals for terrorist purposes, and that 

those were "false accusations" (Filastin al-Yawm, November 14, 2023). 

  The American Treasury Department, in cooperation with Britain, imposed a third round of 

sanctions against Hamas and the mechanisms through which Iran financially supported 

Hamas and the PIJ. The Secretary of the Treasury said the United States would continue to 
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work with its partners, including Britain, to prevent Hamas from being able to raise funds and 

use them "to carry out its atrocities." Among those sanctioned was senior PIJ figure Akram al-

Ajouri (American Treasury Department website, November 14, 2023). 

  Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said the sanctions imposed by 

Britain ignored the right of the Palestinian people to “resist” and turned a blind eye to Israel's 

crimes. He claimed Israel's statements about using hospitals for military purposes were 

baseless (al-Aqsa, November 14, 2023). 

France 

  French Minister of Defense Sébastien Lecornu is visiting the Middle East. He began in 

Egypt and will continue in the Gulf States and Israel. The visit is being held at the request of 

French President Emmanuel Macron and its objective is to prevent escalation in the region 

(Defense Minister Sébastien Lecornu’s X account, November 14, 2023; tellerreport.com, 

November 15, 2023).  

Turkey 

  Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo!an claimed Israel was a "terrorist state" and 

committed war crimes and violated international law by attacking hospitals and mosques. He 

claimed yet again that Hamas was not a terrorist organization, but a political party that had 

won the elections (TRT Network, November 15, 2023). 

 

 



!
!

!
!

!
!
!

"#$%"#!

!"#$%&'"(#)*&!"(+,-,.&/"'0"1 &
"#$%&!",+-&'"(+,-,.&('2#(# !

!
!

!"#$%&'"(#)*&!"(+,-,.&/"'0"1 &
"#$%&!",+-&'"(+,-,.&('2#(# !

!
!

!"#$%&'"(#)*&!"(+,-,.&/"'0"1 &
"#$%&!",+-&'"(+,-,.&('2#(# !

!
!

!"#$%&'"(#)*&!"(+,-,.&/"'0"1 &
"#$%&!",+-&'"(+,-,.&('2#(# !

!
!

  
   

 

 

 

Overview1 
!The southern arena: The IDF forces operated simultaneously in Gaza City and in the 

northern Gaza Strip. In Gaza City, the operation focused on Shifa Hospital, where evidence of 

terrorist activity was found. Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) tried to cast doubt 

on the evidence, and they and several Arab countries criticized the IDF’s activity. In the 

northern Gaza Strip, the forces operated in the Palestine post of the Shati refugee camp. The 

forces also took control of Hamas’ central anchorage, which was a focal point for Hamas and 

PIJ terrorist activity.  

!Rocket fire: The daily number of rocket fire attacks continues to decrease and there were 

about ten during the past day. 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 371 of them soldiers and officers; 239 civilian 

and military abductees are held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. Hamas 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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and the PIJ continue to accuse Israel of delaying a prisoner exchange deal. The PIJ claimed it 

holds 30 hostages. 

!The Gaza Strip: The World Food Organization warned of food shortages. The fuel situation 

is deteriorating and according to UNRWA, the entry of one truck with fuel for the agency’s use 

contributed very little to improving the situation. The Palestinian Communications Company 

announced the generators were no longer operative. An association based in Turkey 

announced it was organizing an aid flotilla to the Gaza Strip. 

!The northern arena: Hezbollah continued attacking IDF posts. The IDF responded by 

attacking Hezbollah military-terrorist targets. Hezbollah threatened to intensify its attacks in 

response to IDF activity in the Gaza Strip. 

!Judea and Samaria: Palestinian terrorists carried out a shooting attack at at the Tunnel 

Crossing in Jerusalem. Seven people were injured, one of them fatally. The terrorists were 

shot and killed by Israeli security forces. The terrorists apparently planned to carry out a much 

larger attack in Jerusalem. Mahmoud Abbas met with the White House coordinator for Middle 

East and North African affairs, and with the United States assistant secretary of state. 

!Iran: Hamas vigorously denied the Reuters report that Ali Khamenei, the leader of Iran, 

meeting with Ismail Haniyeh, head of the political bureau of Hamas, said that since Hamas 

had not given Tehran advance notice about the October 7 attack, Iran would not enter the war 

on its behalf. 

!The international arena: The UN Security Council voted on a resolution calling for 

immediate action for prolonged pauses in the fighting and the establishment of humanitarian 

corridors in the Gaza Strip. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity on the ground 
!The integrated ground maneuver: In the past day, IDF forces continued operating in Shifa 

Hospital in Gaza City and in the northern Gaza Strip:  

!Shifa Hospital: A targeted operation was carried out based on intelligence 

information, during which the forces located operational headquarters, weapons and 

technological equipment in the hospital's MRI building. Specialized technological 

equipment, and combat and military equipment were also found. During the activity, 

IDF forces brought large amounts of medical and other equipment into the hospital (IDF 

spokesman, November 15, 2023).  



#!

"#$%"#!

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the weapons found in the hospital (IDF spokesman’s website, November 15, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IDF forces bring humanitarian aid to Shifa Hospital                                                                                                       
(IDF Spokesman website, November 15, 2023) 

!The “Palestine” post in the northern Gaza Strip: IDF forces took control of the Izz 

al-Din Qassam Brigades’ “Palestine: post, which was used as a training base, and by the 

operatives of military-terrorist wing as a base from which to launch terrorist attacks. IDF 

forces exposed terrorist tunnels, IEDs and mines. The forces attacked terrorists and 

found weapons, including explosive belts, barrels of explosives, RPGs and RPG 

launchers, anti-tank missiles and intelligence material (IDF spokesman, November 15, 

2023). 
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IDF forces at the Palestine post (IDF spokesman website, November 15, 2023) 

!The Shati refugee camp: IDF forces located and destroyed a naval weapons stockpile 

which included diving systems, IEDs and weapons (IDF spokesman, November 16, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some of the weapons found in the Shati refugee camp 
 (IDF spokesman’s website, November 16, 2023) 

!The central anchorage: In a combined operation with Shayetet 13 fighters, the forces 

gained control over the Hamas’ central anchorage of Gaza. They cleared all its buildings 

and destroyed approximately ten tunnel shafts and four buildings used for terrorist 

activity; ten terrorists were killed. Under civilian cover, using civilian vessels and the 

vessels of the maritime police forces, Hamas used the anchorage as a training facility 

for the naval forces and for directing and carrying out naval attacks (IDF spokesman, 

November 16, 2023). 
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IDF forces at the Hamas central anchorage (IDF spokesman’s website, November 16, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The destruction of the monument at the anchorage commemorating the Mavi Marmara incident 
(May 2010). Right: The monument before it was destroyed. Left: The monument after it was 

destroyed (IDF spokesman’s website, November 16, 2023) 

!Aerial activity: While assisting the ground forces, Israeli Air Force aircraft also continued to 

attack Hamas targets. During the night, the house of Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political 

bureau, was attacked. It had been used as a meeting place for senior Hamas terrorists (IDF 

spokesman, November 16, 2023). Haniyeh and his immediate family live in Qatar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The attack on Isma'il Haniyeh’s house (IDF spokesman’s website, November 16, 2023) 
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Right: Israeli Air Force attacks in western Gaza City (QudsN X account, November 16, 2023). Left: 
Israeli Air Force attack near the Indonesian Hospital in the northern Gaza Strip  

(Wafa YouTube channel, November 16, 2023) 

Reactions to the IDF operations in Shifa Hospital 
!In response to the exposure of the military-terrorist evident found at Shifa Hospital, Izzat al-

Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, claimed that after Israel attacked the hospital 

it was lying about what it found there. He called for the establishment of a UN commission, 

the World Health Organization and the Red Cross to disprove Israel's lies (Hamas Telegram 

channel, November 15, 2023). 

!Ahmed Abd al-Hadi, Hamas representative in Lebanon, claimed Israel recently tried to 

present Shifa Hospital in a “false light” and “invented lies” to distort Hamas’ image and score 

fake points. He claimed what the IDF presented regarding the evidence in the hospital was a 

fabrication that would fool no one. He also claimed that the "Palestinian resistance" 

[Palestinian terrorist organizations] was prepared for a long war in the Gaza Strip and had not 

lost its strength despite Israel’s heavy attacks. He also noted that the “axis of resistance”2 

participated in the campaign and was not neutral (al-Jazeera Mubasher Telegram channel, 

November 15, 2023). 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Bassem Na'im called Israel’s claims regarding Shifa Hospital 

“farcical and expected.” He claimed the evidence presented by the IDF was ridiculous and 

worthless and he did not rule out that the IDF forces had brought the weapons into the 

hospital themselves, and it was possible that the Kalashnikov assault rifle displayed belonged 

to a security guard who had been working at the hospital for years. He claimed Israel had once 

again failed to prove what it has been claiming for weeks. He said that Israel's goal was to 

damage the civilian infrastructure and exert pressure on the hospitals and medical teams to 

!
2 Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations, the Houthis in Yemen and the pro-
Iranian militias in Iraq.  
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uproot the population. He said 25 of the hospitals in the Gaza Strip were no longer functioning 

because of Israeli attacks, blockades and the [alleged] “withholding of medicine and fuel” (al-

Jazeera TV YouTube channel, November 15, 2023). 

!PIJ spokesman Daoud Shehab called the Israeli claims regarding Shifa Hospital “ridiculous 

and do not deserve a response.” He claimed there was no documentation of shooting by the 

"resistance" from the hospital or its surroundings, adding that as far as the "resistance" was 

concerned, all areas in the west of Gaza City were combat zones except for access to Shifa 

Hospital to allow it to continue to provide services (al-Jazeera TV YouTube channel, 

November 16, 2023). Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, claims Israel's 

reports of a weapon found in the Shifa Hospital compound were "absolute lies" (Filastin al-

Yawm, November 15, 2023). 

!The Palestinian condemnations of the IDF's operation at Shifa Hospital were joined by the 

condemnations of the foreign ministries of Arab countries: 

!The Jordanian foreign ministry condemned the "occupation forces' invasion of 

Shifa Hospital,” claiming it was a violation of international law and the Geneva 

Conventions, adding that the “aggression” against the Gazans, the continued 

systematic destruction of civilian facilities and the collective punishment were "war 

crimes.” The ministry called on the UN Security Council and the international 

community to put pressure on Israel to stop its operations (Jordanian foreign ministry 

X account, November 15, 2023). 

!The Qatari foreign ministry condemned the "Israeli occupation forces’ invasion of 

the Shifa Hospital compound, which [allegedly] led to the death of the wounded, 

including children." The ministry claimed it was “a crime violating international law and 

a continuation of Israel’s attacks on hospitals and schools in the Gaza Strip,” and called 

for an urgent international UN investigation (Qatari foreign ministry X account, 

November 15, 2023). 

!The Saudi Arabian foreign ministry condemned the "Israeli’s forces’ assault" on 

Shifa Hospital and the Jordanian Hospital, claiming it was a flagrant violation of 

international humanitarian law (Saudi Arabian foreign ministry X account, November 

16, 2023). 
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!The Kuwaiti foreign ministry condemned risking human life in the hospital and 

“raiding” the hospital while “exploiting the Palestinian people’s lack of defense” 

(Kuwaiti foreign ministry X account, November 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A cartoon ridiculing Israel's claims about finding weapons in Shifa Hospital. Right: The Arabic 
reads, "The occupation claims to have found weapons in Shifa Hospital!" (Alaa' al-Laqta's 

Facebook page, November 16, 2023). Left: (Muhammad Sabaana’s Facebook page, November 
15, 2023) 

Accusing Israel of attacking medical staff at the Jordanian Hospital 
!The Jordanian Army spokesman claimed that seven members of the staff of the Jordanian 

Hospital in Tel al-Haw, in the southwest of Gaza City, were injured at the entrance to the 

emergency room while trying to provide aid to Palestinian civilians who had been wounded 

in an Israeli attack. According to the spokesman, the army initiated an investigation of the 

incident and emphasized Israel's responsibility to provide the necessary protection for the 

hospital and its staff (Jordan Army website, November 15, 2023). 

!The Jordanian establishment news agency quoted an "official source" that claimed Israel 

had attacked the Jordanian Hospital to make Jordan stop providing the Gazans with health 

service. Ayman al-Safadi, the Jordanian foreign minister, stated that Israel could not claim 

there was a tunnel under the Jordanian Hospital (Petra, November 15, 2023). Sufyan Qudah, 

spokesman for the Jordanian foreign ministry, said Jordan condemned the Israeli attack 

in the area of the Jordanian Hospital that injured seven staff members. He claimed Israel was 

endangering the hospital and its medical teams and called it a "crime that violates 

international law.” He said Jordan placed full responsibility on Israel for endangering the 

Jordanian medical teams and condemned "Israel's [alleged] war crimes" against Palestinian 

hospitals in general (Jordanian foreign ministry X account, November 15, 2023). 
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!The Egyptian foreign ministry condemned the attack by "the Israeli occupation" on the 

Jordanian Hospital, claiming it was another in the series of attacks carried out by Israel in 

violation of international laws (Egyptian foreign ministry Facebook page, November 15, 2023). 

!The Qatari foreign minister condemned the attack and expressed Qatar's solidarity with 

Jordan in all its political and legal measures to deal with the "brutal crime" (Qatari foreign 

ministry X account, November 15, 2023). The PA foreign ministry condemned the IDF’s 

activities and called for clear international positions of condemnation and to implement the 

necessary steps to force Israel to comply with international law (PA foreign ministry X account, 

November 15, 2023). 

Rocket fire attacking Israel from the Gaza Strip  
!Since the ground forces entered the Strip, there has been a decrease in the number of rocket 

launches. During the past day about ten rockets were launched, all of them at the area 

surrounding Gaza. 

!A total of 9,500 rockets and mortar shells have been launched at Israel from the Gaza 

Strip since the beginning of the war. On the first day of the war, over 3,000 rockets were 

fired. About 12% of them were failed launches that fell in the Gaza Strip and the sea. The Iron 

Dome aerial defense system intercepted approximately 2,000 launches and dozens of 

unmanned aircraft that tried to penetrate Israeli airspace (IDF spokesman, November 10 and 

11, 2023). 

Israeli casualties 
!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, approximately 1,200 Israeli 

civilians and security personnel have been killed, 371 of them soldiers and officers; 239 

civilian and military abductees are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza 

Strip, 35 children and adolescents under the age of 18, 32 over the age of 65. Five 

abductees were released. 

The issue of the abductees 
!Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau and head of the central media 

information bureau, claimed Israel continued to “evade, procrastinate and buy time,” 

without demonstrating the will and seriousness necessary to reach an agreement for a pause 

in the fighting. He claimed Israel was procrastinating and making false statements regarding 

the proposal to release fifty women and children from among the abductees in exchange for 

the release of a number of Palestinian women and children from prisons in Israel, the 

introduction of humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip, and a “genuine humanitarian pause in the 
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fighting” that would create a suitable security environment for its implementation (Hamas in 

Judea and Samaria Telegram channel, November 15, 2023). 

!Haitham Abu Ghazlan, in charge of PIJ relations in Lebanon, was asked about the 

secretary general’s claim that they were on the verge of withdrawing from the negotiations. 

He claimed the PIJ and the “resistance” [terrorist organizations] in general were open to 

initiatives to complete the deal, but Israel continued to procrastinate. Since, he claimed, the 

“resistance” was not “weak,” it should not submit to procrastination attempts, and that was 

what prompted the statement of the organization's secretary general. However, he claimed 

they continue to be open to various initiatives which he hoped would lead to the completion 

of the transaction as soon as possible. He also claimed that they were continuing to give the 

negotiations a chance and were in favor of a unified Palestinian position on the issue. He 

stated that the organization had announced “several times” that it was holding 30 Israelis (al-

Ghad TV YouTube channel, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

!The Hamas government media information bureau in Gaza reported that as of 8:30 p.m., 

November 15, 2023, the number of dead stood at 11,500 and the number of wounded at 29,800 

(Facebook page of the Hamas government media information bureau in Gaza, November 15, 

2023). 

The situation in Gaza  

!The UN World Food Program (WFP) claimed that the food systems in the Gaza Strip were 

collapsing and the aid that entered the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing met only 10% 

of the need. According to the organization, there was almost no food on the shelves in stores 

and what was left was often sold at exorbitant prices. In addition, the war had forced many 

bakeries to close. The organization's experts were currently trying to coordinate a special food 

basket for the Gazans (al-Quds, November 16, 2023). 

!Following the delivery of fuel for UNRWA trucks, Adnan Abu Hasna, UNRWAs 

communications consultant in the Gaza Strip, was interviewed and claimed that the 

amount of fuel that was brought in was only 23,000 liters (about 6075 gallons), i.e. half a 
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truckload. He claimed it was “a tiny amount” that met only 9% of the agency’s needs for the 

operation of its trucks. He stated that in order for UNRWA to be able to provide all its services 

in the Gaza Strip, 150 fuel trucks had to be brought in every day (Wafa YouTube channel, 

November 15, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Bringing in the fuel truck at the Rafah crossing. Left: Adnan Abu Hasna at the Rafah 
Crossing (Wafa YouTube channel, November 15, 2023) 

!The Palestinian Communications Company reported that the generators at the main 

telephone exchanges in the Gaza Strip had stopped working due to a lack of fuel, and 

therefore, all communication services would stop in the coming hours (Shehab, November 15, 

2023). 

!The Palestinian media continues to report on the shortage of fuel and cooking gas and 

publishes photos of residents in Deir al-Balah forced to cook food for the masses using scraps 

of wood and cardboard (QudsN X account, November 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The residents of Deir al-Balah prepare food using wood scraps and cardboard                                      

(QudsN X account, November 16, 2023) 
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Aid to the Gaza Strip  

!The Turkish Mavi Marmara Association3 announced the organization of a flotilla to the Gaza 

Strip of vessels from various countries "following Israel's crimes." No details were specified 

regarding the date or route of the flotilla, but the website stressed that their actions against 

the "naval blockade of Gaza" were always subject to the principle of “refraining from violence 

and carrying out non-violent resistance.” The flotilla organizers launched a crowdfunding 

campaign to purchase ships and humanitarian supplies for the flotilla (flotilla website, 

November 16, 2023). Based in Istanbul, the association is a member of the international 

Freedom Flotilla Coalition (FFC), an international organization organizing flotillas to break the 

siege on Gaza, whose main branch is in Washington (the association’s website and Blue 

Marmara X account, November 15, 2023; freedomflotilla.org, nonviolenceinternational.net).  

!According to an initial examination, Zaher Birawi, a Hamas and Muslim Brotherhood 

activist from Britain4 who was one of the leaders of the Mavi Marmara flotilla, is organizing 

the flotilla (mavimarmara.org, November 8, 2023). The International Committee to Break the 

Siege on Gaza, one of the founding bodies of the Freedom Flotilla Coalition headed by Zaher 

Birawi, announced the beginning of preparations, together with members of the Freedom 

Flotilla Coalition, on February 14, 2023, to "sail again soon to break the siege on Gaza and 

bring urgent humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip," but it appears that preparations have 

taken place over the past month (ARABI21 website, November 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!
3The Turkish ship Mavi Marmara headed a flotilla of six ships bound for the Gaza Strip in 2010, organized 
by the Turkish organization IHH. Their entry into the Gaza Strip was prevented by the IDF, which led to 
violent clashes and the deaths of ten of the ship's crew. See the ITIC's Information Bulletin from January 
23, 2011, "Detailed testimony from IDF officers and soldiers, supported by documentation, reveals for 
the first time the aggressive, brutal fighting carried out by IHH operatives and their accomplices against 
Israeli forces aboard the Mavi Marmara.” 
4 For further details, see the ITIC's Information Bulletin from September 19, 2017, "A Hamas-affiliated 
Palestinian in Britain admitted the flotilla project to the Gaza Strip was not intended to "break the 
siege" and bring humanitarian aid, but rather to promote the battle for hearts and minds against 
Israel." 
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Right: Poster announcing the flotilla (website of the association and Blue Marmara X account, 

November 15, 2023). Left: Gathering of the flotilla organizers; Zaher Birawi is seen in the center 
making a V sign (mavimarmara.org, November 8, 2023) 

Hamas 

! Hamas issued a statement saying that in light of the continuation of the "aggression, the war 

of mass extermination and the crimes of attacking hospitals" perpetrated by the "Nazi Zionist 

occupation" in the Gaza Strip, they renewed their call on the masses of the Palestinian people 

and the Arab and Islamic countries to continue their protests in popular actions against Israel. 

Hamas called for an escalation of the protests these coming Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

(November 17-19, 2023) in all cities, capitals and squares, under the slogan "Save Gaza's 

hospitals, save Gaza's children" (Hamas Telegram channel, November 16, 2023). 

 

 

The Northern Arena !

Lebanon 

! During the past day, Hezbollah's activity against Israel continued. During the day, anti-tank 

missiles and mortar shells were fired at IDF posts along the Lebanese border. Hezbollah 

claimed responsibility for 13 incidents (as of November 16 at 2:30 p.m.) (Hezbollah's combat 

information Telegram channel, November 15 and 16, 2023). In the afternoon, several launches 

into Israeli territory were identified, with no casualties. 

! IDF forces responded with artillery fire. IDF tanks attacked a Hezbollah observation post in 

Lebanese territory. Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked Hezbollah targets in Lebanese territory, 

including a weapons storehouse, military infrastructure, observation posts and launching 
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positions. Anti-tank missiles were fired at the northern Israeli town of Shlomi from one of the 

positions (IDF spokesman, November 15 and 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hezbollah targets being attacked (IDF spokesman's website, November 16, 2023) 

 

Hezbollah 

! Interviewed by Western media and quoted by al-Manar, Hezbollah deputy secretary 

general Na'im Qassem said Hezbollah was not afraid of Israel's threats and if Israel decided 

to start a war, the organization's fighters would fight it with all their might. He claimed Israel 

had caused the events of October 7, 2023, which constituted a response and resistance to its 

actions. He noted tens and hundreds and thousands of Palestinians had been killed, wounded 

or imprisoned during Israel's 75 years of existence, compared with the number of Israelis 

killed in Operation al-Aqsa Storm, which he called a "dignified operation." He also noted that 

Israel was weak militarily, morally and politically, and the overwhelming proof of this was 

what happened on October 7, 2023. The United States assisted Israel with an airlift of weapons 

and ammunition and managed Israel, otherwise, Israel might have fallen within a few days 

(al-Manar, November 15, 2023). 

! “Knowledgeable sources” said Hezbollah’s activities against Israel would continue at an 

increasing pace as long as Israel’s aggression against the Gaza Strip continued. The “sources” 

noted that recently, the organization had even stepped up the pace of its activities with the 

understanding that any delay would lead Israel to intensify its aggression. They also noted 

that Israel had recently appeared to have broken the rules of the conflict and tried to impose 

new rules by carrying out attacks deep inside Lebanon, which, they claimed, reached a 

distance of about 40 kilometers from the border. The “resistance” (Hezbollah) sent a clear 

message that Israel understood about determining the equation: an attack on a civilian would 

lead to an attack on a civilian, a house would lead to an attack on a house, a military target 
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would lead to an attack on a military target, and an attack deep inside would trigger a 

response deep inside (Al-Joumhouria, November 16, 2023). 

Population of South Lebanon 
!Given reports in Lebanon about the evacuation of thousands of people from villages and 

towns near the Israeli border in south Lebanon for fear of war, and claims that Lebanon is not 

prepared for war, the Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen network broadcast a report describing 

"the determination of the residents of south Lebanon to remain on the line of confrontation 

without fear of war" (al-Mayadeen, November 15, 2023). 

The Lebanese government 
! Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdallah Bou Habib met with the Iranian ambassador to 

Lebanon to discuss regional issues and the situation in the Gaza Strip (Lebanese foreign 

ministry X account, November 15, 2023). 

 

 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Terrorist attacks 

!Three Palestinian terrorists who drove to the Tunnel Crossing in Jerusalem opened fire at 

security forces operating at the checkpoint. The forces returned fire, killing three terrorists. 

Seven people were wounded, one critically. Two M-16 rifles, two pistols, hundreds of bullets, 

ten magazines filled with bullets, two axes and clothing resembling IDF uniforms were found 

in their possession (Israel Police Force spokesman’s unit, November 16, 2023). 

!According to an initial report, the attack was carried out by three Hamas operatives from 

Hebron (Ma'an, November 16, 2023; khalelnews Telegram channel, November 16, 2023): 

!Abd al-Qader al-Qawasmeh, son of Abdullah al-Qawasmeh, one of the most 

prominent commanders of the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, who was eliminated in a 

targeted killing in 2003. 

!Nasr Allah al-Qawasmeh, brother of al-Qassam Brigades operative Ahmad Abd al-

Afu al-Qawasmeh, who carried out an attack together with Nassim al-Ja'abari in 

Beersheba in 2004.  

!Hassan Mamun Qafisha. 
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!The PIJ in Judea and Samaria praised the heroic attack as a natural response to Israel's 

"crimes" against the Palestinians. They announced that suicide bombing attacks and other 

"resistance" activities in Judea and Samaria would continue and called for marches on 

November 17, 2023, to support the Gaza Strip and defend the Palestinians wherever they were 

(Safa Twitter account, November 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Right: The scene of the shooting attack. Center: The weapons used by the terrorists. 
Left: The weapons in the possession of the terrorists                                                                                              

(Israel Police Force spokesman's unit, November 16, 2023) 

 

Palestinian Authority  

! Mahmoud Abbas, chairman of the Palestinian Authority, met with Brett McGurk, White 

House coordinator for Middle East and North African affairs, and Barbara Leaf, assistant 

secretary of state, to discuss the escalation in the region. Abbas stressed the need for the 

American administration to exert pressure on Israel to stop its "aggression against the 

Palestinian people" and bring humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip (Wafa, November 15, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mahmoud Abbas meets with a delegation from the United States headed by Brett McGurk and 

Barbara Leaf (Wafa, November 15, 2023) 
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!In a speech given on the occasion of the Palestinian Declaration of Independence Day,5 

Mahmoud Abbas said that "there is a mark of shame on the forehead of those who support 

the aggression in the Gaza Strip and provide it with political and military cover." Abbas said 

the Palestinian Authority had strongly rejected and would always reject all plans to uproot 

and expel the Palestinians, since the Gaza Strip was an integral part of the territory of 

"Palestine." He said they were working with all their might to stop the [alleged] "barbaric" 

aggression against the Palestinian people and to protect them from further bloodshed (Wafa, 

November 15, 2023). 

 

 

Iran 
! Reuters reported (November 15, 2023) that Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, in his recent 

meeting with Ismail Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, expressed that Iran had not 

been informed in advance of the intention to carry out the attack on October 7. According to 

the report, whose reliability is unclear, Khamenei told Haniyeh that since Hamas had not 

informed Tehran in advance of the expected attack, Iran would not enter the war on its behalf. 

He stressed Iran would continue to support Hamas , but would not intervene directly in the 

campaign. Khamenei also pressured Haniyeh to silence the voices in Hamas publicly calling 

on Hezbollah to fully join the campaign against Israel. 

! Hamas denied the report, saying it regretted the publication of the “baseless news” and 

called on Reuters to be precise (Hamas Telegram channel, November 15, 2023). Kamil Baqer, 

cultural attaché at the Iranian embassy in Beirut, denied the Reuters report on Khamenei's 

meeting with Haniyeh, saying it was "false news from the depths of imagination" intended to 

"drive a wedge between brothers and friends" (Kamil Baqer’s X account, November 15, 2023).!

!Senior Hamas figure Osama Hamdan said the report was a complete lie. He claimed 

everyone knew the nature of relations between Hamas and Iran, and everyone knew Iran's 

position in support of the Palestinian cause and the Palestinian “resistance” [terrorist 

organizations], especially Hamas, and Ali Khamenei's position in support of the Palestinian 

“resistance.” He added, "We did not reveal or talk about this positive and good meeting, but 

!
5 On November 15, 1988, Yasser Arafat proclaimed the Declaration of Independence of Palestine at a 
meeting of the Palestinian National Council in Algiers, at the end of which he was given the title of 
president.  
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we say that this meeting was a continuation of the good and unique relationship with Iran” 

(IRNA in Arabic, November 16, 2023). 

! Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, met in Geneva with Volker Türk, the 

UN high commissioner for human rights. Abdollahian proposed convening an emergency 

meeting of the UN Human Rights Council to discuss the situation in the Gaza Strip and to 

establish a team of experts to document the [alleged] "crimes of the Zionist regime." 

Abdollahian also met with Red Cross President Mirjana Spoljaric Egger (Mehr, November 15, 

2023). 

! Vahid Jalalzadeh, chairman of the Majles national security and foreign policy 

committee, told a conference in Tehran that Iran's historic support for the "resistance" was 

undeniable, but the "resistance" groups operated independently and did not receive 

instructions from Iran. He said Hamas and the Palestinians had no choice but to choose the 

struggle because their wives and children had been imprisoned in Zionist prisons and the 

siege on the Gaza Strip made it difficult for them to breathe (Tabnak, November 16, 2023). 

Activity of pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq and Syria 
! The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for firing rockets at the Ayn al-Assad 

base in western Iraq (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, November 15, 2023). 

! The Iraqi Kata'ib Hezbollah (Hezbollah Brigades) militia said the "crimes" in the Gaza Strip 

jointly committed by Israel and the United States would not go unnoticed and demanded a 

response. According to the announcement, they intend to strike "unprecedented blows 

wherever our hands reach" (Kata'ib Hezbollah Telegram channel, November 16, 2023). 

Yemen 

!American officials said an American ship had shot down a drone launched from Yemen over 

the Red Sea. It was not reported whether the aircraft was armed or booby-trapped (Reuters, 

November 15, 2023). Mohammad Ali al-Houthi, a member of the Houthi political bureau, 

said in response that they reserved the right to respond to the downing of the UAV by the 

United States (Mohammad Ali al-Houthi's X account, November 15, 2023). 

!The Houthi movement issued another poster threatening to attack Israeli ships in the Red 

Sea. The poster shows a ship with the inscription "We’ll track you down and hunt you" (Ansar 

Allah's Information Center Telegram account, November 15, 2023). 
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Poster reading “We’ll track you down and hunt you” 
(Ansar Allah's Information Center Telegram account, November 15, 2023) 

 

 
 
 

The International Arena 

UN Security Council  
!The UN Security Council voted on a draft resolution calling for immediate action to declare 

prolonged pauses and establish humanitarian corridors in the Gaza Strip for several days to 

allow bringing in aid (Reuters, November 15, 2023). The draft resolution was passed by a 

majority of 12 countries. The United States, Britain and Russia abstained. The Security Council 

also called for the "immediate and unconditional" release of all prisoners held in the Gaza 

Strip by Hamas and other organizations (Reuters, November 15, 2023). 

! Riyadh Mansur, PA representative to the UN, sent a communiqué to the president of the 

Security Council calling for an end to the Israeli aggression in the Gaza Strip and on hospitals 

in particular (the Palestinian mission to the UN X account, November 16, 2023). 

United States  
! American President Joe Biden noted regarding the attempts to reach a deal to return the 

hostages that they had received good cooperation from Qatar and there was cautious 

optimism about reaching a deal. He said he had asked Israel to be cautious in its military 

operations, especially in the area of the hospitals in the Gaza Strip. Regarding his meeting with 

his Chinese counterpart, Jinping, President Biden said his conversations with the Chinese 

president were "the most constructive he has ever had with him" and that the two agreed to 

talk to each other in times of crisis between the two countries. During his meeting with the 

Chinese president, Biden reportedly asked his counterpart to consider persuading Iran to 
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refrain from taking steps in the Middle East that could be interpreted as provocative (Agence 

France-Presse, November 16, 2023). 

Germany 
! The German ministry of the interior announced that authorities had searched 54 sites linked 

to Hamburg's Islamic Center on suspicion of "activity contrary to constitutional order and in 

support for Hezbollah." It was noted that no arrests were made during the raids and that the 

German intelligence services believed that the center was considered an extension of the 

Iranian regime in Germany and had great influence or control over certain mosques and 

organizations (Die Welt, November 14, 2023). 
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