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1Overview 

!The southern sector: Israeli Air Force airstrikes on terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip 

continued, destroying several terrorist facilities, mainly belonging to Hamas. Meanwhile, the 

Palestinian terrorist organizations continue firing rockets at Israel, although at a relatively low 

pace. So far, more than 7,500 rockets have been fired at Israel. Several hundred launches 

fell in the territory of the Gaza Strip. 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 212 civilian and 

soldier abductees are being held in the Gaza Strip by the terrorist organizations. Two 

abductees, a mother and her daughter, American citizens, were returned to Israel after 

negotiations mediated by Qatar. Arabs and Palestinians are talking about continuing the 

mediation and releasing additional abductees, especially of foreign nationality. Hamas 

claimed they intended to return the abducted soldiers in exchange for Palestinian prisoners. 

!The Gaza Strip: Israel's calls for the residents of the northern Gaza Strip to evacuate to the 

south have been met with opposition from Hamas, especially the evacuation of hospitals and 

UNRWA shelters. On October 21, 2023, the Rafah Crossing was opened to allow twenty trucks 

of humanitarian aid to enter the Gaza Strip. 

!The northern sector: Attacks continued on the Lebanese border. Hezbollah terrorist 

operatives fired anti-tank weapons and shot small arms at IDF posts and civilian towns and 

villages. Six Hezbollah terrorists were killed. Hamas also launched a barrage of about thirty 

rockets. The IDF responded with gunfire and airstrikes targeting anti-tank units and Hezbollah 

military-terrorist facilities in Lebanon. An IDF fighter was killed and several were wounded. 

According to reports, a joint operations room has been set up for the [so-called] "axis of 

resistance" [Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations and the Houthis in 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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Yemen]. In Syria, an attack attributed to Israel was carried out on the airports in Damascus 

and Aleppo, putting them out of commission. 

!Judea and Samaria: IDF forces continued counterterrorism activities. In Jenin, for the first 

time since the second intifada, a plane was used to attack a mosque where there were terrorist 

operatives who were en route to carrying out a mass-casualty attack. One Border Police 

fighter was killed and several were wounded. 

!Iran: Iranian government officials condemned American support for Israel and are preparing 

to send aid to Gaza. Pro-Iranian militias in Iraq attacked several American military bases. An 

American warship prevented the Houthis in Yemen from launching missiles and UAVs at Israel. 

!An international summit conference convened in Cairo to discuss the situation in Gaza. 

No resolutions were passed because of differences of opinion. 

!Global Jihad: ISIS called on its supporters to attack Jews and their supporters around the 

world. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

!Aerial activity: The massive Israeli Air Force airstrikes on Hamas military-terrorist targets 

continued, including Hamas headquarters and facilities above and below ground, rocket-

launching squads, and observation and sniping positions. A terrorist operative of the Hamas 

naval wing, who had been involved in carrying out attacks by sea, was killed in a combined 

Israeli Air Force-Israeli Navy attack on a Hamas operational headquarters. A senior terrorist 

operative responsible for the development of Hamas’ strategic weapons, a senior engineer 

and the head of a unit of the projects and development department of Hamas production 

headquarters were killed (IDF spokesman, October 19, 20 and 21, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli Air Force strikes in the Gaza Strip (IDF Spokesman's website, October 21, 2023) 
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Israeli Air Force strikes in the Gaza Strip (IDF Spokesman's website, October 21, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Israeli Air Force strikes in Gaza (Right: QudsN Twitter account, October 20, 2023). Left: The 
aftermath of an attack on buildings in al-Zara'a, south of Gaza (Twitter account of 

photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 20, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attack on the Andalas Building (Shehab Twitter account, October 19, 2023) 

Rocket launches 

!Meanwhile, the Palestinian terrorist organizations continued firing rockets at Israel, 

although at a relatively slow pace. Most of the launches targeted the cities, towns and villages 

near the border, with the rest fired at the center of Israel. The military-terrorist wings of Hamas 

and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) claimed responsibility for the rocket fire. 
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Photos from a video released by the PIJ’s military-terrorist wing documenting rocket launches 
from launch pits (Jerusalem Brigades' Telegram channel, October 21, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: A rocket hits a house in Sderot (QudsN Twitter account, October 21, 2023). Left: A rocket 
falls near Latrun (QudsN Twitter account, October 20, 2023) 

!More than 7,500 rockets have been fired at Israel since the beginning of the war. 

Several hundred rockets have fallen in the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli casualties 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 212 civilian and 

soldier abductees are being held in the Gaza Strip by the terrorist organizations.  

The issue of releasing the abductees 

!Two abducted women, a mother and daughter who are American citizens, were returned to 

Israel on October 20, 2023, arriving late in the evening. Majed Muhammad al-Ansari, 

spokesman for the Qatari foreign ministry, said they had been released after several days 

of continuous contacts between the sides. He added that the Qatari dialogue between Israel 

and Hamas regarding the release of the captives would continue and Qatar hoped it would 

lead to the release of all civilian captives of all nationalities (Reuters, October 20, 2023). 
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!Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, claimed they had released 

two American citizens (a mother and her daughter) for “humanitarian reasons,” and to 

“prove” to the American people and the entire world that the claims of Biden and the Israeli 

government were “wrong and baseless” (Abu Obeida’s Telegram channel, October 20, 2023). 

Hamas subsequently issued a statement in Arabic and English claiming that as part of its 

“commitment” to all mediators, especially Egypt and Qatar, a woman and her daughter with 

American citizenship had been handed over. Hamas claimed it was “cooperating” with all the 

mediators to implement its decision to “close the civilians’ file if the appropriate security 

conditions are met” (Hamas Telegram channel, October 20, 2023). 

!Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of the Hamas political bureau, claimed that from the 

beginning Hamas had announced in all media that it had no interest in keeping the civilian 

abductees, women, men, children, old people and workers of different nationalities, and that 

many diplomatic missions had contacted Hamas to inquire about their kidnapped citizens. 

He noted the Qatari mediation as the most successful and effective. He also claimed they had 

informed the International Red Cross that it would be the intermediary for  any hostage 

handover, because unlike other international organizations which withdrew to the south of 

the Gaza Strip, its people remained in the north of the Gaza Strip (al-Jazeera Mubasher, 

October 21, 2023). 

!Speaking from Beirut, senior Hamas figure Osama Hamdan claimed the two had been 

released “in accordance with Hamas's commitment,” and it expressed "the extent of Hamas' 

‘moral commitment’ [sic] in the conflict with Israel," claiming the “conditions on the ground” 

had made it possible. He added they wanted to end the issue. Asked about the kidnapped IDF 

soldiers, he said Hamas's position was clear, they would discuss it only after the "aggression 

against the Gaza Strip and the Palestinians in general" ended (CampsPostPlus Facebook 

page, October 21, 2023). 
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Hamdan sits in the middle at the press conference. To his right is Hamas spokesman Jihad Tahe, 
to his left the Hamas representative in Lebanon, Ahmed Abd al-Hadi (Facebook page 

CampsPostPlus, October 21, 2023) 

!According to an article on the NBC website, Hamas admitted not having custody of all the 

abductees, some of whom were being held by the PIJ and others by Gaza residents. NBC also 

reported Hamas claimed it was trying to obtain custody of all the abductees, but could not 

because of the attacks on the Gaza Strip (NBC website, October 18, 2023). 

The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 

!According to the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in Gaza, as of 1:45 p.m. the number of 

dead in the Gaza Strip stood at 4,651 and the number of wounded at 14,245 (ministry of health 

in Gaza Facebook page, October 22, 2023).2 

!According to a senior European intelligence source, at most 50 people were killed in al-Ahli 

Hospital in Gaza City (Agence France-Presse, October 19, 2023). According to France's 

directorate of military intelligence, the hospital explosion was not the result of an Israeli 

attack but most likely the result of a Palestinian rocket launch error (Reuters, October 20, 

2023). 

Evacuation of the northern Gaza Strip 

!The IDF continued calling on the residents of the northern Gaza Strip to evacuate to the 

south. According to Israeli estimates, so far approximately 700,000 residents have answered 

the call. Hamas opposes the evacuation and called on the population not to evacuate UNRWA 

hospitals and schools in the area. Salama Maaruf, head of the Hamas’ media information 

bureau, called on the residents of the north who had evacuated to the south to return to the 

!
2 So far, neither the ministry of health nor the ministry of health in Ramallah has issued a list of the 
names of the Palestinians who were killed. 
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north and not believe "Israel's lies" (Hamas “government” media information bureau, 

October 21, 2023). 

!There was strong opposition to evacuating al-Quds Hospital. Hamas called Israel's threat to 

attack al-Quds Hospital and the Palestinian Red Crescent headquarters in the Gaza Strip a 

"new war crime," especially after the [false, disproved and debunked] "bombing of al-Ahli 

Hospital. In another announcement, Hamas called on UNRWA not to surrender to Israel's 

threats to evacuate five schools that served as shelters for displaced people in the Gaza Strip 

(Hamas' Telegram channel, October 20, 2023). 

Mai al-Kayla, Palestinian Authority (PA) minister of health, called on the international 

community and international organizations to make Israel cancel its call to evacuate al-Quds 

Hospital. She claimed 400 patients were hospitalized there and thousands of residents had 

found refuge there after the attack on their homes in Gaza (ministry of health in Ramallah, 

October 21, 2023).  

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

!Thomas White, UNRWA's head of operations in the Gaza Strip, reported on the situation 

in the Gaza Strip. He claimed humanitarian supplies were “very limited,” water and food had 

become scarce, and they need a continuous supply line of aid to prevent a disaster (Shehab 

Twitter account, October 22, 2023). 

!The Hamas media information bureau claimed 1.4 million Gazans had left their homes, 

about half of them going to 127 shelters, and the rest to friends and relatives. A tent camp was 

also established in the al-Muasi neighborhood in Gaza City. International organizations are 

working in shelters to prevent outbreaks of disease and transfer aid to those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tents erected by UNRWA in the west of Khan Yunis for the evacuees from the northern Gaza 
Strip (Wafa, October 19, 2023) 
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!According to senior Hamas figure Usama Hamdan, four hospitals were not functioning and 

about 25 hospitals and medical centers had [allegedly] been damaged by Israeli attacks. He 

encouraged the management of al-Quds Hospital and of all the hospitals that had been 

attacked or received threats, saying it was important to protect the hospitals and medical 

centers according to international law, to prevent another [false, disproved and debunked] 

"massacre" like the one at the al-Ahli Hospital from happening again (CampsPostPlus 

Facebook page, October 21, 2023). Now as in the past, hospitals in the Gaza Strip serve as 

shelters for senior Hamas terrorist operatives and the Hamas leadership, and the IDF refrains 

from attacking them. 

Opening the Rafah Crossing 

!On October 21, 2023, at 10 a.m., the Rafah Crossing opened for a short time to allow 20 trucks 

of humanitarian aid to enter the Gaza Strip from Egypt. They brought medical equipment and 

food from the Egyptian Red Crescent, were unloaded at the Crossing, and the aid was handed 

over to the Palestinian Red Crescent under UN supervision (al-Quds, October 21, 2023). 

!According to comments in the Palestinian media, the aid was insufficient (QudsN Twitter 

account, October 21, 2023). The ministry of health in Gaza claimed it was only 3% of the aid 

that entered the Gaza Strip every day before the war and did not meet the needs of the 

hospitals (ministry of health in Gaza Telegram channel, October 21, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: The trucks enter the Rafah Crossing (QudsN Twitter account, October 21, 2023). Left: 
Unloading trucks and loading the equipment onto Palestinian trucks (Telegram channel of 

journalist Hassan Aslih, October 21, 2023) 

!In a speech given at the Rafah Crossing, UN Secretary General António Guterres claimed 

the residents of the Gaza Strip suffered from a lack of water, food and fuel, and the transfer of 

humanitarian aid from Egypt had to be accelerated and the number of trucks increased. He 

called for an unconditional humanitarian ceasefire to ensure aid reached the Gaza Strip, and 
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said there should be fewer conditions regarding the delivery of aid  (al-Jazeera, October 20, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN Secretary General Guterres holds a press conference on the Egyptian side of the Rafah 
crossing (QudsN Twitter account, October 20, 2023) 

Senior Hamas terrorists who were killed 

!On October 21, 2023, the death of Talal al-Hindi (Abu Hamza), a senior Hamas terrorist 

operative, was reported. He was killed in an attack on his house in the al-Bureij refugee camp 

in the central Gaza Strip (Telegram channel of Hamza al-Masri [a Gazan who opposes Hamas], 

October 21, 2023; Ameer Sleiman's Facebook page, October 21, 2023)]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talal al-Hindi (Right: alburaij1948 Facebook page, October 21, 2023. Left: Musa Hamo's 
Facebook page, October 21, 2023) 

!On October 21, 2023, the death of Hani Jalal Abd al-Sathar al-Farra (Abu al-Saher), a 

commander in Hamas’ military-terrorist wing, was reported (Hamza al-Masri's Telegram 

channel, October 21, 2023; @sabrifarra24's Twitter account, October 21, 2023). He was killed 

in the attack on his house in Khan Yunis (Farra.Family Facebook page, October 21, 2023). 
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Hani Jalal al-Farra (Fawzi al-Farra’s Facebook page, October 21, 2023) 

!The Hamas “government” monitoring committee issued a mourning notice for Brigadier 

General Fouad Ali Abu Batihan, 55 years old, chairman of the borders and crossings authority 

in the Gaza Strip, who was killed in an attack on his house in the Nuseirat refugee camp on 

October 17, 2023 (Xinhua News Agency, October 17 2023; Hamas’ al-Rai Agency, October 17, 

2023). Fouad Abu Batihan was from the town of al-Zawayda. He had a master's degree in 

Islamic education. He previously served as the police chief in the central district of the Gaza 

Strip and as head of the prisons department in the ministry of interior in the Gaza Strip 

(Facebook page of the municipality of al-Zawayda, February 25, 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fouad Abu Batihan                                                                                                                                                             
(Facebook page of the crossings authority in the Gaza Strip, October 17, 2023) 

!The IDF spokesman reported the killing of Muhammad Katamesh, the deputy head of 

Hamas' artillery  unit in the Gaza Strip, who was responsible for managing rocket and artillery 

fire in the Central Camps Brigade (IDF Twitter account, October 22, 2023). Posts were 

published on Palestinian Facebook pages announcing the death of Muhammad Fathi 

Katamesh without specifying his position.  
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!The IDF spokesman reported other deaths but they have not been confirmed by Palestinian 

sources. Among them was Mahmoud Sabih, a senior Hamas terrorist operative who was an 

engineer and head of a unit in the organization’s projects and development department; 

Majed Majed Muhammad Abu Awda, an operative in the Hamas naval force (IDF Twitter 

account, October 20, 2023); and Mamduh Shalabia, a naval commando operative (IDF Twitter 

account, October 19, 2023). 

Hamas 

!Interviewed by Saudi Arabian TV, Khaled Mashal, chairman of the Hamas movement 

“abroad,” related to a number of issues and claimed the following (al-Arabiya YouTube 

channel, October 19, 2023): 

! The attack on October 7: He claimed the attack on October 7 had been carried out as an 

exclusive decision by Hamas without the knowledge of Iran. 

!Killing civilians: He falsely claimed the military wing of Hamas and the other organizations 

focused their activities on the IDF forces, on the soldiers, but in all wars there were also civilian 

casualties, for which Hamas and the other organizations were not responsible [sic]. When 

asked if he planned to apologize for what happened to the Israeli citizens, he claimed that had 

to be demanded from Israel, falsely claiming Hamas did not target civilians but focused on 

soldiers. 

!Aid for the Palestinians: They thanked everyone who stands by them. He stated that 

Hezbollah and Iran provided weapons, knowledge and technology, and complained that in 

the current “campaign” Hamas  demanded more. They also demanded help from the Arab 

countries. Asked if Iran did what Hamas expected, he evaded answering, claiming their role 

was to ask and remind. However, everyone was responsible for their own decision. 

!The “captives” [correcting the interviewer who called them hostages]: He claimed their 

numbers and details was in the hands of the military wing, and there were two groups: a group 

of officers and soldiers, perhaps more than two hundred, a number sufficient to empty the 

Israeli jails of Palestinian prisoners. There was a group of male and female civilians and foreign 

nationals and an “effort is being made to count them.” He said that as far as Hamas was 

concerned the “equation” was “prisoners for prisoners.” In return for Gilad Shalit they had 

“received” more than a thousand prisoners, and today they had dozens of officers and soldiers 

whom they would use to empty all the prisons and free all the Palestinian men and women 

from all  the “factions.” 
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Khaled Mashal (al-Arabiya YouTube channel , October 19, 2023) 

!Senior Hamas figure Usama Hamdan held a press conference in Lebanon where he called 

on UNRWA and the UN to take responsibility and condemn Israel's threats about damaging 

UNRWA schools, which were sheltering tens of thousands of displaced persons, including 

children, women and the elderly. Regarding the release of the two American abductees, 

Hamdan confirmed they would work with all mediators to implement Hamas’ decision to end 

the issue of the abducted civilians "under the appropriate conditions." He claimed Israel was 

responsible for the welfare of the abductees because of its continuing attacks on the Gaza 

Strip. Relating to the entry of the humanitarian aid trucks through the Rafah Crossing, he 

claimed it was insufficient for the needs of the "besieged Palestinian people" and the Gaza 

Strip’s collapsing public health sector. He called for the Crossing to be permanently open for 

the passage of wounded from the Strip to other countries and the entry of humanitarian aid 

and fuel (Hamas Telegram channel, October 21, 2023). 

The Northern Arena 

Lebanon 
The current situation  

!Tensions mounted and hostile events continued in northern Israel over the weekend. 

Hezbollah terrorist operatives continued firing anti-tank missiles and launching rockets at IDF 

posts and northern cities, towns and villages, many of which had to be evacuated. IDF forces 

attacked Hezbollah targets with artillery and aerial strikes. The targets included operational 

and terrorist facilities, anti-tank missile launchers and terrorist squads. Hezbollah, via its 

combat propaganda channel, claimed responsibility for all shootings. An IDF soldier was 

killed and several were injured; six Hezbollah terrorist operatives were killed.  
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!Hamas’ military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for launching a barrage of rockets at 

towns and villages in the Galilee (October 19, 2023). The military-terrorist wing of al-Jama'a 

al-Islamiyya, an Islamist-fundamentalist organization, also claimed responsibility for the 

second time for launching missiles at Israel. The military-terrorist wing promised to respond 

to any “aggression” against the Palestinian people in south Lebanon (Nur Radio, October 21, 

2023).3 

!The more prominent events: 

!On the afternoon of October 19, 2023, a barrage of rockets was launched towards the 

towns and villages of the Upper and Western Galilee. Hamas’ military-terrorist wing in 

Lebanon claimed responsibility for launching a barrage of thirty rockets at the 

settlements of the Western Galilee (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, 

October 19, 2023). 

!On October 19, 2023, the IDF's response to an attack on the Tsiporen post allegedly 

killed a journalist and injured a number of media personnel. The Lebanese army 

announced that seven journalists near to the Tsiporen post were attacked by Israel, 

resulting in the death of one (al-Nashra, October 19, 2023). Hezbollah said the killing of 

civilians and “aggression” against Lebanon would not go unanswered, adding the 

“aggression” was another “Israeli crime” against media personnel in Lebanon and 

"Palestine" to prevent them from “reporting the truth” (Radio al-Nur, October 20, 2023). 

UNIFIL reported the Lebanese army had asked for help to rescue seven people close to 

the Israeli border who found themselves in the crossfire. UNIFIL said it had contacted 

the IDF and requested it stop firing; the Lebanese army rescued them. According to 

reports, one person was killed in the incident (UNIFIL's Telegram channel, October 19, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

!
3 Muhammad Taqush, secretary general of al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya secretary general, claimed the 
organization's military wing had recently returned to activity alongside Hezbollah on the Lebanon-
Israel border. He said the al-Fajr forces had been established in 1982, adding that the connection and 
coordination with each party, including Hezbollah, depended on the degree of harmony between the 
parties regarding certain issues (al-Jazeera, October 21, 2023). 
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Photos from a video released by Hezbollah documenting the anti-tank fire at the Tsiporen post 
on October 19, 2023 (Hezbollah’s combat information Telegram channel, October 20, 2023) 

!In another incident on October 19, 2023, three terrorists were identified in the area of 

the border fence. An aircraft operating in the area attacked them. Meanwhile, IDF 

snipers shot armed men who were identified on the Lebanese border (IDF spokesman, 

October 20, 2023). 

!On October 20, 2023, IDF forces pursued a terrorist who had shot at an IDF reserve 

force near the settlement of Margaliot in northern Israel; he was located and killed. A 

reserve soldier was seriously injured and died of his wounds. 

!On October 21, 2023, the IDF attacked two terrorist squads, one which fired rockets 

into the Mount Dov area, and the other which fired an anti-tank missile at the Margaliot 

area (IDF spokesperson, October 21, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from a video released by Hezbollah documenting anti-tank fire at the Margaliot post on 
October 20, 2023 (Hezbollah’s combat information Telegram channel, October 21, 2023)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



*%!

"##$%&!

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Right: The attack on the terrorist squad which launched an anti-tank missile at the Margaliot 
area. Left: Attack on an observation post (IDF spokesman’s website, October 21, 2023) 

!IDF forces attacked a terrorist squad as it was trying to launch anti-tank missiles at the 

Shlomi area (IDF spokesman, October 22, 2023). 

!On October 21, 2023, three IDF soldiers were injured by an anti-tank missile fired by 

Hezbollah at the Baram area (IDF spokesman, October 22, 2023). 

!On the morning of October 22, 2023, a UAV attacked a terrorist squad identified by IDF 

surveillance as it was trying to fire into the Zar'it area. In addition a UAV approaching 

from Lebanese territory was intercepted and terrorists who launched anti-aircraft 

missiles towards the area of the Tsiporen post and a squad which launched an anti-tank 

missile in the Mount Dov area were also attacked (IDF website, October 22, 2023). 

Hezbollah fatalities 

!On October 21, 2023, Hezbollah reported six deaths, stating they had been killed while 

"fulfilling their jihad duty," without specifying the date or location, except for one4 

(Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, October 21, 2023): 

!Isma'il Ahmed al-Ziyan, aka Haidar Ali, from the town of Shehour in southern 

Lebanon. 

!Bilal Nimr Ramiti, aka Abu Ali Nur, from the village of al-Mjadel in south Lebanon. 

!Ali Khalil Khris, aka Haidar, from the town of al-Khayam in south Lebanon. 

!Abbas Bassam Shuman, aka Abu al-Faisal, from the neighborhood of al-Nebi Na'am 

in Baalbek in the Beqa'a Valley in Lebanon. 

!Ibrahim Hassan Atoui, aka Abu Tarab, from the town of al-Suwaneh in south Lebanon. 

!Wissam Muhammad Haider, aka Ahmed Abbas, from the city of Marjayoun and a 

resident of the town of Dibbin in south Lebanon. 

!
4 Isma'il Ahmed al-Ziyan, killed on October 20, 2023. 



*&!

"##$%&!

 

 

 

 
 

 

Five of the six Hezbollah operatives killed on October 21, 2023 (Hezbollah combat information 
Telegram channel, October 21, 2023) 

!According to reports, Abdullah Rabi’ al-Baqa'i, born on August 5, 1997, was killed in an 

exchange of fire with an IDF force at the Tsiporen post on the Lebanon-Israel border. He lived 

in the village of Bar Elias in the Beqa'a Valley. He may have been Palestinian since according 

to the mourning notice his family originated from the village of Mghar al-Kheit in Safed 

Governorate (Shehab Agency, October 20, 2023). 

!The PIJ’s military-terrorist wing announced the death of Muhammad Mahmoud Musa, 41 

years old, an operative in the Syrian arena, who was killed on October 21, 2023, in south 

Lebanon “while performing his jihad duty in support of Gaza” (Jerusalem Brigades' Telegram 

channel , October 21, 2023). According to reports he was from the Khan Danon refugee camp 

in Or Damascus (@ayham_gh1 Twitter account, October 22, 2023). 

!The Lebanese Army reported that as part of its inspection and search operations in the al-

Qleileh area, from which rockets had been launched at Israel, an army unit found 25 Grad-type 

rocket launchers, one of which was armed with a rocket ready for launching (Lebanese Army 

Twitter account, October 20, 2023). 

Reactions  
Hezbollah  
!Hezbollah deputy secretary general Na'im Qassem claimed that today Hezbollah was at 

the heart of the campaign and was making achievements. He said three IDF divisions were 

deployed against Hezbollah and five against the Gaza Strip, and if Hezbollah had not joined 

the campaign, all the IDF divisions would have deployed opposite the Gaza Strip. He noted 

that what they were currently doing in south Lebanon was suitable for confrontation, and if 

more were necessary they would do more. He warned Israel against a ground maneuver in the 

Gaza Strip, and claimed Hezbollah had received many requests not to intervene, but now they 

were at the heart of the campaign (al-Mayadeen, October 21, 2023). 
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!Hashem Safi al-Din, chairman of Hezbollah's Executive Council, said the regional 

"resistance" fighters were armed and prepared to fight with their missiles and weapons to the 

end on any front (al-Manar, October 21, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Manar, -la, south Lebanon (Kounineof  townDin at a memorial ceremony in the -Hashem Safi al
October 21, 2023) 

!Muhammad Raad, the head of Hezbollah's parliamentary bloc, claimed Hezbollah's 

activity defended Lebanon. He called on the residents not to be afraid because Hezbollah, not 

Israel held the initiative, their activity helped deter Israel and would end the attacks on the 

Gaza Strip (al-Manar, October 21, 2023). 

!Hezbollah reportedly began coordinating the evacuation of civilian populations from the 

southern villages northward, mainly to the area of Tyre. According to reports, Hezbollah 

opened its warehouses and sent food, water and blankets to population centers, mainly to 

schools, hospitals and Red Cross centers (Beirut News, October 22, 2023); the reports are 

unconfirmed. 

!Ibrahim al-Amin, a publicist close to Nasrallah, wrote an article about the regional 

involvement of the "resistance axis" on behalf of the Palestinians. He claimed that in recent 

days all “axis” forces had created mechanisms to support "Palestine" at the highest level, 

joint operations rooms were established to monitor the situation on the ground, and plans 

had been formulated and implemented by “axis” member organizations in more than one 

arena. For example, he said the Palestinian [terrorist] organizations continued launching 

rockets at Tel Aviv, "the resistance" in Lebanon continued to damage Israeli technical 

equipment on the border and had turned Kornet anti-tank missiles “into the personal 

weapons of its operatives.” The joint operations room also carried out operations in other 

arenas, such as in Iraq against American bases, and Yemen. He also claimed the operational 

coordination among the "resistance forces" was aimed at exhausting Israel on more than one 

front (al-Akhbar, October 20, 2023). 
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 Hassan Fadlallah, a member of Hezbollah's parliamentary faction, said Hezbollah was 

deployed along the front line with Israel and Lebanon's interests were the organization's top 

priority, including the need to prevent Israel from achieving its goals in the Gaza Strip. He 

added that Hezbollah secretary general Hassan Nasrallah was monitoring developments in 

the fighting in south Lebanon and supervised its management, stating Nasrallah did not make 

media appearances to “confuse the enemy." He noted that “if Nasrallah thinks the campaign 

requires him to appear in the media, he will" (al-Mayadeen, October 22, 2023). 

Lebanese officials 

! Najib Mikati, Lebanon's interim prime minister, said the war was still limited to the Gaza 

Strip, but that what was happening in south Lebanon had to be stopped. He demanded other 

countries exert pressure to stop "Israeli provocations and aggression against Lebanon." He 

related to the demonstrations in Lebanon and clashes with the security forces, claiming 

people had a legitimate right to express their opinions about what was happening. However, 

popular actions which exceeded expressions of opinion and turned into attacks against 

people, security forces and diplomatic missions were unacceptable (al-Nashra, October 19, 

2023). In another statement, he said they were holding international and regional contacts to 

end Israel's attacks against Lebanon in general and the south of the country in particular, and 

to prevent the spread of the war in the Gaza Strip to Lebanon (Twitter account of the Lebanese 

prime minister, October 22, 2023). 

! Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdullah Bou Habib said he recognized the impact of the 

fighting in Gaza on the situation in south Lebanon, adding that they were continuing contacts 

with various elements "to keep the confrontations with Israel from developing into something 

more serious." He said Lebanon knew the price of war and "Israel has to know it as well" (al-

Jazeera, October 21, 2023). 

Palestinian officials 

!Ahmed Abd al-Hadi, Hamas representative in Lebanon, said in an interview that Iran and 

all the other "resistance axis" members had stressed that Operation al-Aqsa Storm had been 

planned and implemented by the Palestinians. However, he said, that did not cancel strategic 

coordination with the “resistance axis and Hezbollah.” He claimed the position of Iran's 

leadership was clear: they would not remain neutral if Israel crossed the red lines. He claimed 

the political, military and security coordination with the “resistance axis” were being 
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managed by experts. He also said that Hezbollah's entry into the war was a strategic decision, 

and after assessing the situation and developments on the ground in the Gaza Strip, 

Hezbollah's leadership would decide when to enter. However, for the atmosphere to be 

suitable when the decision was made, the arena in south Lebanon had to gradually escalate. 

Hamas and other organizations, such as the PIJ, also operated there. According to him, the 

Gaza Strip and Lebanon were in contact (LuaLuaTV Twitter account, October 19, 2023). 

Syria 
!According to a "Syrian military source," on October 22, 2023, at around 5:25 a.m., Israel 

attacked Damascus and Aleppo airports from the Mediterranean Sea simultaneously, west of 

Latakia, and from the Golan Heights. A Damascus Airport employee was killed and another 

was wounded. The runways of both airports were damaged and put out of commission. 

According to the ministry of transport, flights scheduled to land or take off from either airport 

would be transferred to Latakia Airport (SANA, October 22, 2023). 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Events on the ground 

!The Israeli security forces continued their extensive counterterrorism activities in Judea and 

Samaria. Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, 727 wanted Palestinians have been 

detained, more than 480 of them Hamas operatives (IDF spokesman's Twitter account, 

October 22, 2023). A Border Police fighter was killed and nine were wounded. Twenty 

Palestinians were killed in clashes and riots. As of October 22 at 8.00 a.m., the ministry of 

health in Ramallah reported that the number of fatalities in Judea and Samaria since the 

beginning of the war in Gaza was 90 (Wafa, October 22, 2023).  

!The main events: 

!Before dawn on October 22, 2023, an Israeli Air Force fighter jet attacked a terrorist 

tunnel under the al-Ansari Mosque in the Jenin refugee camp. A squad of Hamas and 

PIJ operatives responsible for a series of terrorist attacks carried out in recent months 

was present in the mosque and planning to carry out a mass-casualty attack in the 

immediate future. The mosque was used by the terrorists as an operational war room 

for planning the attacks and a base from which to carry them out. During the operation 

in Jenin at the beginning of July 2023, IDF forces found terrorist facilities and weapons 

in the same mosque. It was the first time the IDF had attacked a terrorist target with a 
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fighter jet in Judea and Samaria since the second intifada (IDF spokesman's Twitter 

account, October 22, 2023). The ministry of health in Ramallah reported two fatalities in 

the attack (Wafa, October 22, 2023). One had been involved in planning and carrying out 

the shooting attack that killed a father and son in Hawwara on August 19, 2023 (Israeli 

media, October 22, 2023). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Attack on the terrorist tunnel under the al-Ansari Mosque in the Jenin refugee camp 
(QudsN Twitter account, October 22, 2023) 

! On October 19-20, 2023, Israeli security forces operated in the Nur al-Shams refugee 

camp in Tulkarm, locating and destroying car bombs, explosive laboratories, and 

dozens of IEDs and detaining wanted Palestinians. Armed Palestinian terrorists 

exchanged fire with the forces and threw IEDs at them, one of which killed a Border 

Police fighter and wounded nine others (IDF spokesman’s website, October 20, 2023). 

The Palestinians reported 12 fatalities (Wafa, October 20, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lathe for manufacturing weapons and weapons (IDF spokesman’s website, October 21, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"*!

"##$%&!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IDF aerial strike on a terrorist squad in the Nur al-Shams refugee camp  
(IDF spokesman's Twitter account, October 19, 2023) 

!On October 20, 2023, police at the Hizma Checkpoint detained a Palestinian from 

Ramallah, in Israel illegally, for stealing an Israeli vehicle in north Jerusalem. The 

Palestinian, who refused to stop at the checkpoint, tried to flee and hit a police car. A 

short time later the forces overpowered and detained him. Questioning revealed that 

he identified with Hamas and planned to carry out a car-ramming attack with the stolen 

vehicle (Israeli media, October 20, 2023). 

!On October 20, 2023, mass marches were held in all the cities of Judea and Samaria in 

response to Hamas' call in support of the "resistance" and the Gaza Strip. Clashes broke out 

with IDF forces in a number of locations in accordance with the Hamas call to confront the 

forces (al-Shahed website, October 20, 2023; Palestine Post, October 20, 2023; QudsN, 

October 20, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: A march in Ramallah (Twitter account of al-Quds TV, October 20, 2023). Left: A march in 
Nablus (QudsN Twitter account, October 20, 2023) 

Palestinian Authority (PA)  

! Mahmoud Abbas, chairman of the Palestinian Authority, met in Cairo with British Prime 

Minister Rishi Sunak. Abbas noted his opposition to uprooting Palestinians from the Gaza 

Strip, Judea and Samaria or Jerusalem, claiming peace and security had to be achieved 
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through implementing the two-state solution. Sunak said Britain opposed the killing of 

civilians and would provide humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip (Wafa, October 20, 2023). 

! PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh said the general mood in Israel today was one of 

revenge and the desire to kill had to stop because no one wanted to see innocent people 

killed. He said the killing of every civilian, every person who does not deserve to die, had to be 

condemned. Asked if the Hamas attacks on October 7 surprised him, he replied that everyone 

was shocked, but the policies of the Israeli government were responsible for everything that 

happened (CNN, October 21, 2021).  

Iran 
!Iranian sources related to the involvement of the United States and its support for Israel: 

! Mohammad Bagheri, chief of staff of the Iranian armed forces, spoke by phone 

with Turkish Defense Minister Ya!ar Güler and told him the extensive support of the 

United States for Israel, including the supply of weapons and ammunition, complicated 

the situation. He said serious steps had to be taken to prevent the continuation of the 

"crimes of the Zionist regime" and to allow humanitarian aid to reach the residents of 

the Gaza Strip (Fars, October 20, 2023). 

! Iranian Defense Minister Amir Mohammad-Reza Ashtiani also addressed the 

American aid to Israel. In a telephone conversation with Iraqi Defense Minister Thabet 

Muhammad Saeed, the Iranian minister said that the United States' support for Israel 

was a license for "a greater massacre of the residents of Gaza." He warned that an Israeli 

ground incursion into the Gaza Strip would further complicate the humanitarian and 

security situation (Mehr, October 20, 2023).  

! Iranian Ambassador to Lebanon Mojtaba Amani said in an interview that the United 

States was unable to enter the war, but its only goal was to save Benjamin Netanyahu 

and the "Zionist regime." He said the most important diplomatic mission was to stop 

the fighting, claiming "Hezbollah is independent in its decisions" (al-Manar, October 19, 

2023). 

!Meanwhile, the Iranians are preparing to send aid to the Gaza Strip. Iranian Foreign 

Minister Hossein-Amir Abdollahian told his Algerian counterpart, Ahmed Attaf, that the 

immediate priority in the current situation was to stop the "crimes of the Zionist regime" and 

send humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. He added that the Iranian Red Crescent was prepared 
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to send food and medicine to the Gaza Strip via Egypt (Khabar Online, October 20, 2023). The 

head of the Iranian Red Crescent said the first shipment of Iranian humanitarian aid was ready 

to leave for Gaza via Egypt in coordination with the head of the Egyptian Red Crescent. He said 

the shipment included 60 tons of medicine and food and could be transported to Egypt by sea 

and air (Fars, October 20, 2023).  

! Foreign Minister Hossein-Amir Abdollahian spoke by phone with his Omani counterpart, 

Badr al-Busaidi, to discuss the latest developments in the Palestinian arena (Fars, October 21, 

2023). 

! According to unverified reports on social networks, on October 21, 2023, Ismail Qaani, 

commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps' (IRGC) Qods Force, arrived in Syria to 

monitor the pro-Iranian militias on alert in western Syria (@PDousti75, October 22, 2023). 

Pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq 
! Over the past few days, several airstrikes have been carried out against American bases in 

Iraq. A senior Iraqi security force official said that the Iraqi Army had ramped up security 

measures around American bases and the American embassy. He said they had intelligence 

information about the intentions of armed groups to attack bases with missiles and drones 

(al-Araby al-Jadeed, October 19, 2023). 

! A network called the Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for a series of attacks 

on American bases in Iraq and Syria, including an attack on the Ain al-Assad base in western 

Iraq, where American forces are deployed. According to the announcement, the attack was 

carried out by barrages of missiles that directly hit their targets (the network's Telegram 

channel; al-Saberin News, October 19, 2023). Also reported were an attack on the American 

Harir base in northern Iraq using two drones (the network's Telegram channel, October 20, 

2023) and an attack on an American base near Erbil Airport in Iraq using two drones (al-Saberin 

News Telegram channel, October 22, 2023) 

!The Hezbollah Brigades, the dominant pro-Iranian militia in Iraq, began a campaign to raise 

money "for Gaza" through Mastercard and ZainCash Wallet, Iraq's most popular digital wallet 

app (MEMRI, October 20, 2023). 

Syria  
!On October 19, 2023, explosions were reported at the American base located at the al-Omar 

oil field in eastern Deir ez-Zor in Syria. The Saberin News Telegram channel, affiliated with the 

pro-Iranian militias, reported a "direct hit" (Saberin News Telegram channel, October 19, 
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2023). The Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen network reported that the attack was directed 

against the Kuniko gas pipeline in the area (al-Mayadeen, October 19, 2023).  

Yemen 
!On October 19, 2023, the spokesman for the United States Department of Defense reported 

an American warship had intercepted three missiles and several UAVs in the Red Sea. He noted 

it was impossible to say with certainty where the missiles were aimed, but that they were 

launched from Yemen to the north, potentially at targets in Israel (Reuters, October 20, 2023). 

Citing an American official source, CNN later reported that an American warship which 

intercepted drones off the coast of Yemen had encountered a larger, more sustained barrage 

than previously known, intercepting four cruise missiles and 15 drones in nine hours. It was 

claimed that the trajectory of the missiles left little doubt that they were targeting Israel (CNN, 

October 20, 2023).  

The Arab World 
Summit in Cairo 

!On October 21, 2023, a regional summit meeting was held in Cairo, initiated by Egypt, to 

discuss the fighting in the Gaza Strip. Among the participants were Egyptian President Abdel 

Fattah el-Sisi, PA Chairman Mahmoud Abbas, King Abdullah II of Jordan, Turkish President 

Recep Tayyip Erdo"#an, Emir of Qatar Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, British Prime Minister Rishi 

Sunak, UN Secretary General António Guterres and others (al-Qahara News Twitter account, 

October 21, 2023). France was represented by the president's envoy to the Middle East, Jean-

Yves Le Drian (Reuters, October 21, 2023). 

No joint statement was issued after the meeting and no resolutions were passed. According to 

al-Mayadeen, one of the issues of preventing an agreement on a joint statement was the 

refusal of Western delegations to demand a ceasefire and hold Israel responsible for the 

deaths of civilians. Another was the refusal of the Western delegations to call for the 

permanent opening of the Rafah Crossing (al-Mayadeen, October 21, 2023). 
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21, 2023) OctoberSummit in Egypt (Wafa,  

! Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi said that he had convened the forum to draw a 

road map that would end the "current human tragedy" and revive the peace process. He said 

international protection had to be provided to the Palestinian people, adding Egypt was 

interested in bringing humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip but repeated Israeli strikes 

prevented it. He claimed "it is collective punishment." He said the solution to the Palestinian 

issue was the establishment of an independent state and not the uprooting of residents at the 

expense of other countries (Facebook page of the Egyptian president, October 21, 2023). 

! Jordan's King Abdullah II said they rejected the "brutal bombings of Gaza," claiming "it is 

collective punishment" and a violation of international humanitarian law. He said they had to 

act to stop the war in the Gaza Strip, bring humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip and postpone 

the uprooting of Palestinians from their land (al-Mamlaka Network, October 21, 2023). 

! Mahmoud Abbas, chairman of the Palestinian Authority, claimed the "defenseless 

Palestinian people" were dealing with "brutal aggression by the Israeli war machine" which 

violated international law and indiscriminately harmed thousands of civilians, including 

women and children, hospitals, schools, and shelter centers in the Gaza Strip. He warned 

against the attempts to uproot Gaza residents and expel Palestinians from their homes in 

Jerusalem or Judea and Samaria. Abbas called for an immediate end to the "barbaric 

aggression," the opening of humanitarian corridors for the delivery of medical equipment, and 

the supply of water and electricity to the Gaza Strip. He stressed his opposition to the killing 

of civilians on both sides and called for the release of all civilians, prisoners, and 

detainees. He also called on the UN Security Council to bear its responsibility to defend the 

Palestinian people and on the rest of the world to recognize the "state of Palestine" and hold 

an internationally sponsored peace conference (Wafa, October 21, 2023). 
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! Hamas issued a statement saying that during the summit meeting in Cairo, Israel continued 

to attack homes, schools and hospitals in the Gaza Strip, "revealing the true face" of Israel. 

Hamas announced they were holding the summit participants responsible for stopping the 

aggression and opening the crossings immediately (Hamas' Telegram channel, October 21, 

2023). 

Egypt 
! Jordan's King Abdullah II met in Cairo with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. They 

noted their united position rejecting the policy of collective punishment which included siege, 

starvation, and uprooting of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip. They also said they rejected any 

attempt to forcibly displace Palestinians to Jordan or Egypt, claiming that the [false, 

disproved, debunked alleged] “disaster of the bombing of al-Ahli Hospital is a dangerous 

escalation" and reiterated their condemnation of "the heinous crime against innocent people" 

[referring to Israel’s actions in the Gaza Strip, not the Hamas massacre of civilians in the Israeli 

villages near the border] (Petra News Agency, October 19, 2023). 

Jordan 

! Jordan's directorate of general security announced it was continuing its work to maintain 

the security of civilians, property and assets, with an emphasis on implementing the 

guidelines regarding gatherings and safeguarding participants. The Directorate made it clear 

it would prohibit gatherings in border areas and areas that could pose a danger to civilians 

(Ammon News Agency, October 19, 2023). 

Rallies and demonstrations for the Gaza Strip  

! On October 20-21, 2023, a large number of rallies were held in support of the Gaza Strip in 

the Arab and Islamic world and in several Western countries. At a demonstration in Egypt 

there were calls for Hezbollah secretary general Hassan Nasrallah to "strike Tel Aviv." In 

Lebanon, a small flotilla sailed off the coast of Sidon (TikTok and al-Jazeera, October 20, 

2023).  
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Amman, Istanbul, Tripoli in Lebanon, in of the Palestinians (clockwise)  supportin  iesRight: Rall
Flotilla Jazeera, October 20, 2023). Left: -, Kuala Lumpur (Indonesia) and Beirut (alCopenhagen

Jazeera, October 20, 2023)-laoff the coast of Sidon ( 

The International Arena 
European Union 

! The United States and the European Union issued a joint statement strongly condemning 

Hamas and its barbaric terrorist attacks throughout Israel and affirmed Israel’s right to defend 

itself against "such despicable attacks" in accordance with international law. According to 

reports they would work with partners in the region to emphasize the importance of 

protecting civilians and were concerned about the deteriorating humanitarian crisis in the 

Gaza Strip (White House website, October 21, 2023). 

Summit of Southeast Asian and Gulf States 

!Riyadh hosted a summit meeting of leaders of Southeast Asian and Gulf states. Saudi Crown 

Prince Mohammed bin Salman said in a speech that he was opposed to harming Gazan 

civilians and called for an end to military operations against civilians and infrastructure in the 

Gaza Strip (al-Arabi, October 20, 2023). According to the statement issued at the end of the 

conference, the meeting’s participants condemned any attack against civilians and called for 

a ceasefire, access to humanitarian aid and the provision of basic necessities to the Gaza Strip. 

They also called for the protection of civilians and the immediate and unconditional release 

of civilian prisoners (Safa News Agency, October 20, 2023). 

United States  

!I American President Joe Biden said in a speech that the United States could not ignore 

the need for innocent Palestinians to live in peace, adding that Hamas sought to destroy 

Israeli democracy. He said he intended to ask Congress for an additional $14 billion in aid to 

Israel to help fight Hamas. Regarding the involvement of the United States, he said he refused 
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to let Hamas win because when terrorist organizations did not pay the price for their actions, 

they caused more chaos, death and destruction, further threatening the United States and the 

world (Reuters, October 20, 2023). 

France 

! French President Emmanuel Macron announced that French medical aid to the Gaza Strip 

would be sent soon. He said he was focused on trying to prevent an escalation between 

Hezbollah and Israel and they had conveyed messages to the Lebanese side (Reuters, October 

21, 2023). French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna spoke by phone with her Qatari 

counterpart, Mohammad Abdel Rahman, to discuss the situation (al-Jazeera, October 21, 

2023). 

Global Jihad 
 Call for attacks against Jews 

!The editorial in ISIS's al-Nab!’ weekly online magazine, titled "Practical steps to fight the 

Jews," called for attacks on Jews and their allies around the world. According to the editorial, 

focusing on fighting Jews in the Palestinian territories was not enough to complete the goal 

of eliminating the Jews. ISIS called on Muslims who wanted to participate in the fighting Jews 

and "free themselves from their evil," to attack Jews all over the world, especially in Jewish 

neighborhoods in the United States and Europe, and attack Jewish and Christian embassies 

everywhere. It called on the countries bordering Israel to strike Israel's front lines and fences. 

Regarding the situation on the ground and the possibility of a ground maneuver in the Gaza 

Strip, the article argued that in preparation for the maneuver, religious-moral preparations 

had to be carried out, including adherence to Islamic religious law and military preparations, 

with an emphasis on organizing appropriate equipment, especially explosive belts, "that have 

disappeared from the arena of confrontation with the Jews" (Telegram, October 20, 2023). 

!It was ISIS's first explicit reference to Operation al-Aqsa Storm, although it did not explicitly 

mention the name of the operation and or Hamas. Last week, the magazine’s editorial vaguely 

and generally referred to the need to help Muslims in Gaza. 
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(Telegram, October 20, 2023) Nab!’-alThe article in   

!Al-Nab!’ also published an infographic entitled "Practical Ways to Help Muslims in 

Palestine," calling on Muslims around the world to help the Palestinians by attacking Jewish 

neighborhoods in the United States, Europe and the rest of the world, burning and destroying 

embassies, and attacking synagogues, Jewish entertainment complexes and economic 

interests of Jews around the world. Muslims were also called on to help with propaganda and 

prayer (Telegram, October 20, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infographic "Practical Ways to Help Muslims in Palestine" (Telegram, October 20, 2023) 

Terrorist attack in the United States  

! The president of the Detroit Jewish Synagogue, Rabbi Samantha Wall, 40, was stabbed to 

death outside her home on October 21, 2023. The murderer has not yet been apprehended 

and the motive is unknown. It may be Islamic terrorism in response to calls by ISIS and al-

Qaeda to attack Jews around the world or the motive might have been anti-Semitic. The Rabbi 
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worked with several Democratic Party politicians, including Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin, 

and had established a Jewish-Muslim forum in the city (Ynet, October 21, 2023). 
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1Overview 

!The southern sector: The Israeli Air Force continued to carry out massive air strikes on 

terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip. Palestinians called them “unprecedented” and heaviest 

attacks since the beginning of the war. Ground forces operated along the Gazan border to 

counter terrorism, clear the area of terrorists in preparation for a ground attack, and attempt 

to collect additional information about the missing and abducted. An anti-tank missile killed 

one IDF soldier and injured three. The Palestinian terrorist organizations continued launching 

rockets at Israel, although at a relatively slower pace. 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported, and 222 civilian 

and soldiers abductees are being held by terrorists in the Gaza Strip. Hamas continues to 

insist that in any negotiation for their release a distinction will be made between civilians and 

soldiers. 

!Gaza Strip: According to reports in Gaza, the humanitarian situation is deteriorating. Egypt 

proposed that the displaced Palestinians be settled in the Rafah area near the border. 

Additional aid trucks arrived at the Rafah Crossing. Khaled Mashaal, Hamas leader “abroad,” 

called on the Arab-Muslim world to mobilize for jihad and for Muslim scholars to issue a fatwa 

calling on Muslims around the world to fight for the land of "Palestine.” 

!The northern sector: Hezbollah squads continue attacking IDF posts and Israeli cities, 

towns and villages along and near the Lebanese border with anti-tank missiles, rockets and 

mortar shells. The IDF attacked and eliminated at least eight rocket-launching squads before 

they could attack; Hezbollah reported seven deaths. Other organizations, including a militia 

assisting Hezbollah and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ), reported three more deaths. 

Sources in the arena referred to a joint operations room which was in contact with the Gaza 

Strip and discussed escalation if Israel crossed red lines in the Gaza Strip. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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!Judea and Samaria: Counterterrorism activities and detentions of Palestinians suspected 

of terrorist activities continued, especially Hamas operatives. A terrorist attack was prevented 

near al-Aroub, north of Hebron; the Palestinians reported five deaths.  

!Iran: Government officials warned Israel not to continue the campaign and offered to 

transfer humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. The Iranian foreign minister spoke with Isma'il 

Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, and with Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general. 

Pro-Iranian militias in Iraq and Yemen continue threatening to join the campaign. The Iraqi 

prime minister is trying to deter them on the grounds it would harm Iraq. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

!Aerial activity: IDF air strikes on terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip continued and increased, 

with more than 320 carried out during the past day. The attacks concentrated on Gaza City, 

which is a focus of Hamas activity. Among the targets were dozens of headquarters, in some 

of which Hamas and PIJ terrorist organizations were hiding, military compounds and 

observation posts. Also destroyed were targets which could endanger the Israeli forces 

preparing for the upcoming ground maneuver, among them dozens of mortar shell launchers, 

anti-tank missile launching positions and anti-tank and rocket launching squads (IDF 

spokesman, October 23, 22, 2023). 

!The Palestinian media reported that the intensity of the IDF attacks during the night of 

October 22, 2023 was "unprecedented" and the most massive since the beginning of the war. 

According to the media assessment, Israel increased the intensity and scope of the attacks in 

preparation for the ground entry (Ma'an, October 23 2023). 
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Attacks on Hamas operational facilities (IDF spokesman's website, October 23, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attacks in the Gaza Strip during the night of October 22, 2023                                                                      
(Shehab Twitter account, October 23, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



$!

"##$"%!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on a house near the Kamal Adwan hospital in Beit Lahia (Shehab Twitter account, 
October 23, 2023). Left: Attack on the Riyan Building in the Jabaliya refugee camp (QudsN 

Twitter account, October 23, 2023) 

!Ground activity: IDF forces, accompanied by tanks and engineering vehicles, operated in 

the Kissufim area on the Gaza Strip border. Their objectives were to carry out 

counterterrorism activities, clear the area of terrorists in preparation for a ground maneuver 

and attempt to collect additional information about the missing and abducted. During one 

activity Palestinian terrorists fired an anti-tank missile at an IDF tank and engineering vehicle, 

killing an IDF soldier and wounding three (IDF spokesman, October 22, 2023). On the night of 

October 22, 2023, infantry forces attacked several targets, among them terrorist and anti-tank 

squads (IDF spokesman, October 23, 2023). 

!Hamas’ military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for a "planned ambush" on an 

armored force which crossed the fence in eastern Khan Yunis, adding that two bulldozers and 

a tank had been destroyed, the IDF force had to withdraw and the operatives who carried out 

the ambush managed to return unharmed (Hamas military-terrorist wing Telegram channel, 

October 22, 2023). 

! An IDF tank unintentionally hit an Egyptian position near the border in the Kerem Shalom 

area, superficially injuring several Egyptian soldiers. The Egyptian army spokesman said that 

the IDF had expressed its immediate regrets to the Egyptians for the mishap. According to 

reports, the incident is being investigated (Egyptian army spokesman's Facebook page 

Facebook, October 22, 2023). 

!In the Kissufim area, IDF fighters found a school bag left by Hamas terrorists. Inspection 

revealed it was booby-trapped and contained seven kilograms (about 15.4 pounds) of 
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explosives prepared for remote detonation (IDF spokesman, October 22, 2023). A terrorist who 

had been in Israeli territory since the attack on October 7, 2023 was captured.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The booby-trapped school bag (IDF spokesman's Twitter account, October 22, 2023) 

Rocket fire 

!During the IDF activity in the Gaza Strip Palestinian terrorists continued launching rockets 

at Israel, but to a lesser extent than on previous days. They primarily attacked the Israeli cities, 

towns and villages near the Gaza Strip. One volley was launched at the Beit Shemesh area and 

another at Beersheba. According to IDF surveillance, the rockets were launched from 

kindergartens, schools and mosques, using the Gazan population as human shields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rockets fired from within the civilian population [marked in red]. Right: A launch point near a 
kindergarten. Left: A launch point near a UN building (IDF spokesman, October 22, 2023) 
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Rocket hit near vehicles in Netivot (Magen David Adom spokesmen, October 22, 2023) 

!More than 7,500 rockets have been fired at Israeli territory since the beginning of the 

war. Several hundred rockets fell in the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli casualties 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 222 abducted 

civilians and soldiers are being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 

The issue of releasing the abductees 

!Zaher Jabarin, who holds the prisoner file in Hamas, claimed all the mediators had been 

informed that Hamas would not use the civilian prisoners as a bargaining chip in dealing with 

Israel. Hamas informed six mediators that it had no objection to releasing them immediately, 

but “logistical conditions” on the ground prevented it. However, when conditions on the 

ground allowed, they would be released “unconditionally,” he claimed. Asked why Hamas did 

not exchange them for Palestinian prisoners [in Israeli jails], Jabarin replied that Hamas 

separated them from the "military prisoners." He also claimed Hamas had released the two 

American citizens “without compensation” because of "its Islamic principles and morals 

[sic]." Jabarin alleged that Hamas’ military wing was “committed to morality and norms and 

treated the civilian abductees accordingly” (al-Jazeera, October 22, 2023). 

!Hussam Badran, a member of the Hamas political bureau, claimed they were holding 

talks with the relevant parties regarding a "prisoner exchange deal," insisting the soldiers and 

civilians were two separate issues (al-Jazeera, October 22, 2023). 

The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 

!The spokesman for the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in Gaza reported that as of 2 

p.m., the number of dead in the Strip was 5,087 and the number of wounded was 15,273. He 
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claimed 12 hospitals and 32 medical centers were not functioning because of [alleged] direct 

attacks, adding that fuel supplies had run out. Regarding the injuries, he claimed they were 

seeing skin injuries that they had never seen before, and therefore had appealed to 

international organizations to check what weapons Israel was using (ministry of health in 

Gaza Facebook page, October 23, 2023).2 UNRWA reported the deaths of 13 more staff 

members, bringing the total number since the beginning of the war to 29 staff members killed 

and 17 wounded. According to UNRWA, half of the dead were teachers (UNRWA Twitter 

account, October 23, 2023). 

Evacuation of the northern Gaza Strip 

!According to Hamas administration media information bureau in Gaza, tens of thousands of 

displaced persons have returned to their houses in Gaza City and the northern Gaza Strip after 

having moved to the southern area. The bureau alleged Israel attacked residents in areas it 

had claimed were safe (al-Aqsa, October 22, 2023). 

!"An Egyptian source" stated that Egypt rejected the idea of moving Gazan civilians to the 

northern Sinai Peninsula. Senior Egyptian officials instead proposed to establish camps in 

Rafah, about three kilometers inside the territory of the Gaza Strip, which Egypt would 

supervise and provide with urgent aid. One of its services would be diagnosing the condition 

of the sick and wounded and if necessary, transferring them to Egypt for treatment. "An 

additional source" stated Egypt, Qatar and the United States were cooperating on delivering 

the aid accumulating in Rafah and El-Arish. According to the source, delivering the aid was 

connected to the Qatar-mediated negotiations between Hamas and Israel regarding the 

release of the civilian abductees (al-Araby al-Jadeed, October 23, 2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

!Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA commissioner general of UNRWA, criticized Israel for not allowing 

fuel to be delivered to Gaza. He claimed UNRWA had fuel for three days and without it there 

would be no water and hospitals and bakeries would not operate. He emphasized the need 

for continuous aid (UN website, October 22, 2023). 

!
2 As of 1 p.m., October 23, 2023, neither the ministry of health in Ramallah nor the ministry of health in 
Gaza has provided a list of the names of the fatalities, therefore it is impossible to know how many 
deaths were civilians and how many were terrorist operatives.  



(!

"##$"%!

!According to reports, there are concerns about an outbreak of disease due to the difficult 

living conditions and the lack of drinking water and basic hygiene products (al-Quds al-Arabi, 

October 23, 2023). 

!A correspondent from al-Ghad TV, reporting from Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis, said the 

IDF’s massive attacks in the Khan Yunis area had caused a large number of casualties. He 

claimed the Khan Yunis municipality was unable to supply water to the residents because the 

fuel supply had run out (al-Ghad TV, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The al-Ghad TV correspondent reports from Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis                                                  
(al-Ghad TV, October 23, 2023) 

The Rafah Crossing 

!The Palestinian media reported that the Rafah crossing opened for the second time on 

October 22, 2023, for the transfer of 14 trucks carrying medicine, food and drinking water to 

Gaza (al-Quds, October 23, 2023). At around noon on October 23, 2023, the Arab media 

channels reported the arrival of a third aid convoy whose trucks were waiting for a security 

examination (al-Ghad TV, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Delivering humanitarian aid to Gaza through the Rafah Crossing (Twitter account of 
photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 22, 2023). Left: A UN representative oversees the delivery 

of humanitarian aid (Rafah Crossing News Facebook page, October 22, 2023) 
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Hamas 

!Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, spoke by phone with Iranian Foreign 

Minister Hossein-Amir Abdollahian about the latest developments in the "Zionist 

aggression against the Strip" and ways to stop the "brutal crimes" committed by Israel 

(Hamas Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). Abdollahian had a similar conversation with 

Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general (Telegram channel of the Iranian ministry of 

foreign affairs, October 23, 2023). 

!A recorded speech by Isma'il Haniyeh was played at a support rally in Irbid, Jordan. He 

thanked the demonstrators for their support and called on them to "continue the mass flood." 

He claimed the "massacres" [allegedly carried out by Israel] were meant to hide its “great 

failure” in the face of the "resistance” [the Palestinian terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip] 

claiming they were moving towards the "great victory.” He claimed the Hamas attacks on 

October 7, 2023 constituted a "turning point in the history of the conflict" and had toppled 

Israel's theory of security. He called on the Jordanian people and the entire Arab-Muslim 

world to continue their activities in support of “Palestine” and the “resistance,” support the 

“resistance” and the Palestinian people, and urgently provide humanitarian aid to the 

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. He noted that when Israel wanted to break the “resistance” in 

the Gaza Strip, the “resistance” began in Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Egypt, Syria and all the capital 

cities (Hamas Telegram channel, October 22, 2023). 

!A recorded speech by Khaled Mashaal, Hamas leader “abroad,” was played at a gathering 

in support of Gaza held in Istanbul with the participation of about sixty Arab organizations and 

institutions in Turkey. He described what was happening today as "a world war which started 

in al-Aqsa Mosque, which Gaza came to rescue.” After the Gazan rescue of al-Aqsa mosque, he 

falsely claimed, Israel took revenge on the residents of Gaza, and then the United States 

joined: it not only supported Israel but today was leading the campaign for complete 

hegemony over the Middle East. He claimed that the Islamic nation’s most important 

obligation was mobilizing for jihad. He called on the Muslim scholars of Sharia law to issue a 

fatwa compelling Muslims to fight in the land of "Palestine,” adding that the rights of the 

Palestinians would not be restored by the Security Council but by mobilization bureaus, "and 

a thousand words do not equal one bullet.” He appealed for money and weapons to help the 

Gaza Strip, called on “everyone” to demonstrate and protest and refute the Israeli narrative 



*+!

"##$"%!

in the media through "a media flood which would present the ‘real’ Palestinian-Arab 

narrative" (al-Jazeera Mubasher, October 22, 2023; al-Andalou News, October 22, 2023). 

!Hamas spokesman Abd al-Latif al-Qanua boasted that the "resistance" was firm, strong, 

capable of conducting the campaign and dealing with any land “aggression.” He added that 

if the IDF conducted a land incursion "it will be a good opportunity to inflict casualties and 

capture prisoners" (Hamas Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). 

The PIJ  

!Ismail al-Sindawi, aka Abu Mujahed, the PIJ representative in Damascus, said the Cairo 

summit was a disappointment and the Egyptian president's statements spoke about both 

sides of the conflict "as if he were speaking of the conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea.” He 

said they put their trust in the Arab and Islamic nations and not in the regimes subordinate to 

the United States, which had normalized relations with Israel. He said Hezbollah sacrificed 19 

lives in the campaign, the resistance in Iraq was helping by attacking the American bases in 

Iraq and Syria, and the Houthis had also launched missiles at Israel. Regarding the situation 

in Israel, he claimed that for the first time during the war demonstrations were held, heralding 

the failure of the war against Gaza had demonstrated, foreshadowing the failure of the war 

against Gaza (Fars Agency, October 23, 2023). 

!Ahmed Baraka, the PIJ representative in Yemen, said that the Arab and Islamic attitudes 

towards what was happening in Gaza were very embarrassing, and the Arab-Muslim world 

should have imposed sanctions on Israel. He pointed positively to the Arab nations taking to 

the streets in recent days. Asked why the "axis of resistance" [Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the 

Palestinian terrorist organizations and the Houthis in Yemen] did not intervene, he claimed 

the "axis of resistance" stood by them but did not have an obligation to fight on the battlefield. 

Everyone knew about the aid the Palestinians received from the “axis of resistance,” or more 

precisely, from Iran, which gave them money, weapons and technical knowledge. He claimed 

the “axis” had a joint operations room which was managing the campaign and had 

drawn red lines, and if Israel crossed them there would be “axis” military intervention. He 

claimed that had already been manifested in Iraq, South Lebanon, Syria and Yemen 

(almasirahnews website, October 22, 2023). 
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The Northern Arena 

Lebanon 

The situation on the ground 
!Hezbollah operatives continued launching anti-tank missiles, mortar shells and rockets at 

IDF forces and the northern cities, towns and villages. Hezbollah claimed responsibility for all 

the attacks (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, October 22 and 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation of Hezbollah attacks on the Gladiola post in Mount Dov (Hezbollah's combat 
information Telegram channel, October 22, 2023) 

!IDF forces continued to attack terrorist squads in Lebanese territory planning to launch anti-

tank missiles and rockets at Israel, destroying them and their weapons. During the past day, 

several squads planning to shoot at Matat, Har Dov, Malkia and Shlomi were eliminated. At 

the same time, airstrikes were carried out against Hezbollah military-terrorist, including 

compounds and observation posts (IDF spokesman, October 22, 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IDF attack on a Hezbollah military facility (IDF Spokesman's website, October 23, 2023) 
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Right: IDF attack on a terrorist squad near Matat. Left: IDF attack on a terrorist squad near Har 
Dov (IDF website, October 22, 2023). 

Hezbollah fatalities  
 

! During the past day Hezbollah reported seven of its operatives had been killed while 

"fulfilling their jihad duty" and another who died of his wounds.3 Hezbollah's announcements 

did not specify the time or location of the incident (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram 

channel, October 22, 2023): 

!Ali Yusuf Abu Khalil, aka Dhu al-Fiqar, from the town of al-Qlaileh in south Lebanon. 

!Haidar Khader Ayad, aka Mohammed Jawad, from the town of Tayr Felsay in south 

Lebanon. 

!Ja'far Abbas Ayoub, aka Dhu al-Fiqar, from the town of Younine in the Bekaa Valley. 

!Ali Mahmoud Marmar, aka Abu Turab, from the town of al-Taybeh in south Lebanon. 

!Ahmed Ali al-Hellani, aka Nur Ali, from the town of al-Hellaniyah in the Bekaa Valley in 

Lebanon. 

!Bilal Abdullah Ayoub, aka Ali Haidar, from the town of Yahfoufa in the Bekaa Valley in 

Lebanon. 

!Muhammad Hassan Mansour, aka Shamran, from the town of Mashgharah, in the 

Bekaa Valley, Lebanon. 

!Abbas Ali al-Suqiya, aka Ali al-Hadi, from the town of Ainatha in south Lebanon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!
3 Muhammad Hassan Mansour, aka Shamran. 
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Hezbollah operatives killed on October 22, 2023  
(Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, October 22, 2023) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hezbollah operatives killed on October 22, 2023  
(Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, October 22, 2023) 

!The Lebanese Battalions for Resistance to the Israeli Occupation4 issued a statement 

announcing the deaths of two of their fighters, Ali Kamal Abd al-Aal, aka Jihad, and Hassan 

Abd al-Aal, aka Bilal (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). 

!The PIJ's military-terrorist wing announced the death of Osama Muhammad Kheir 

Dhayabat, 23, one of the operatives in the Syrian arena, killed on October 22, 2023, in south 

Lebanon (Jerusalem Brigades Telegram channel, October 22, 2023). Since the beginning of 

Operation al-Aqsa Storm, the Jerusalem Brigades have announced the deaths of four 

operatives in south Lebanon, two of whom came from the Syrian arena and two from the 

Lebanese arena. 

 
 
 
 
 

!
4 A Lebanese paramilitary organization founded in 1997, it includes militias of Sunni, Christian, Druze 
and other non-Shiite Muslims operating with Hezbollah in south Lebanon, particularly in the Sidon 
region. 
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Jerusalem Brigades operative killed in south Lebanon  
(Jerusalem Brigades Telegram channel, October 22, 2023) 

Reactions  
Hezbollah  
!IAccording to an article by Ibrahim al-Amin, who is close to Hassan Nasrallah, Western 

and Arab diplomats in Beirut share French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna's view that the 

war between Israel and Lebanon is already being waged, and Hezbollah understands it faces 

a difficult war because its red line is exactly the one the Israeli government intends to cross in 

its war against Hamas. He also notes that the diplomats agree that Hezbollah is not on 

maximum alert and its institutions operate routinely, with the alert noticeable only in the 

border area. In his opinion, some even believe Hezbollah aspires to limit the confrontation to 

the area of the Shebaa Farms and does not intend to change the rules of engagement. The 

escalation has been caused by Palestinian organizations carrying out cross-border operations 

in solidarity with the Gaza Strip. UNIFIL forces are aware that no one can carry out a military 

operation in south Lebanon without Hezbollah's knowledge, and they understand that the 

Lebanese army is incapable of stopping the Palestinian networks, proof of which is that the 

points where the fighters operate are closed because Hezbollah holds them (al-Akhbar, 

October 23, 2023). 

!It was also reported that the residents of the Dahiya (Hezbollah's stronghold in Beirut), 

especially the residents of the neighborhoods of Harat Hreik and Bir al-Abed, who suffered a 

severe blow from Israeli attacks during the Second Lebanon War and are considered the 

"circle of direct threat," had begun preparations for the campaign. Thousands of residents 

had prepared bags with equipment in case they had to leave, and public vigilance was felt in 

pharmacies, since residents had begun to stock up on several months’ worth of medicine (al-

Akhbar, October 23, 2023). 
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!Hashem Safi al-Din, chairman of Hezbollah's Executive Council, claimed Israel had 

compared the “resistance” in the Gaza Strip to ISIS to benefit from it. He also accused French 

President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and American President Joe 

Biden of being worse than ISIS because they backed attacks against hospitals (al-Nashra, 

October 23, 2023). 

Palestinian NGOs 

!In an article about the involvement of Hamas and the PIJ in the campaign in south Lebanon 

and the possibility of opening a broad front from the north, Ihsan Ataya, PIJ representative 

in Lebanon and a member of the PIJ's political bureau, said that coordination with 

Hezbollah was carried out through a joint operations room which was in constant contact 

with the Gaza Strip. In his opinion, the opening of the south Lebanese front depends on 

developments in Gaza. According to the article, there is information that more Palestinian 

organizations are preparing to enter the front line, as Hamas and the PIJ did (aljazeera.net, 

October 22, 2023). 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Events on the ground 

! The Israeli security forces continued their extensive counterterrorism activities. During the 

past day, 64 wanted Palestinians were detained, including 37 Hamas operatives. Since the 

beginning of the war in Gaza, 800 wanted Palestinians have been detained in Judea and 

Samaria, of whom 500 are Hamas operatives (IDF spokesman's Twitter account, October 23, 

2023). According to the ministry of health in Ramallah, as of 8:00 a.m., the number of fatalities 

in Judea and Samaria since the beginning of the war in Gaza was 95. During the past day five 

Palestinians were killed, two in the Jilazoun refugee camp, two in Nablus and one in al-Arroub 

(ministry of health in Ramallah Facebook page, October 23, 2023). The following were the 

main events:  

!On October 23, 2023, Israeli security forces operated in the Jilazoun refugee camp, 

north of Ramallah. They detained 20 wanted Palestinians (Israeli media, October 23, 

2023). The Palestinians reported two fatalities during clashes (Ma'an, October 23, 2023). 

!On October 22, 2023, Israeli security forces operated in the Nablus area to detain 

Palestinians wanted for involvement in terrorist activities. Palestinians threw IEDs; the 
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IDF forces returned fire (Judea and Samaria Rescue, October 22, 2023). The Palestinians 

reported two fatalities (Wafa, October 22, 2023). 

! On the afternoon of October 22, 2023, a Palestinian tried to run over IDF foghters with 

his vehicle at a checkpoint near al-Arroub (north of Hebron). He was shot and killed. A 

knife was found in his vehicle (Israeli media, October 22, 2023). 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 

! PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh met in Ramallah with diplomats from 25 

countries. He claimed international support for "Israeli aggression" legitimized the continued 

killing and destruction and a united international front was needed to stop Israel's plans to 

"uproot residents and invade the Gaza Strip." He said that in addition to the aggression in the 

Gaza Strip, they were dealing with the IDF's "terrorism" in Judea and Samaria, and that to 

continue the "murder" of Palestinians the IDF rules for opening fire had been changed and the 

settlers were being encouraged to arm themselves (Wafa, October 22, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muhammad Shtayyeh meets with foreign representatives in the PA (Wafa, October 22, 2023) 

!Nasser al-Laham, editor-in-chief of Ma'an News Agency, published an editorial criticizing 

the PA. He wrote that two weeks had passed since the outbreak of the war and there was no 

Palestinian entity addressing the public and providing it with information about the campaign 

in Gaza or Judea and Samaria. There was no responsible entity with knowledge about what 

was happening or guiding the residents. They lived in a vacuum without a government, 

without leaders and without dedicated departments in the PLO. He said it seemed that the 

government ministries themselves were fed by information from television screens, and did 

not publish guidelines regarding consumption, equipping oneself, guarding at schools or how 

to deal with the banks (Ma'an, October 22, 2023). 
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Iran 
! Iranian Defense Minister Mohammad-Reza Ashtiani spoke by phone with Syrian Defense 

Minister Ali Mahmoud Abbas to discuss developments in Gaza. Ashtiani condemned the 

"crimes of the Zionist regime in Gaza" and Israel's attacks on the Aleppo and Damascus 

airports. He noted that by attacking the airports, Israel was conveying the message that it was 

capable of providing a serious response on all fronts at a time when it was more fragile than 

the image it had created. He added that Israel's attacks in Gaza encouraged world public 

opinion against Israel and were like "political suicide." The Syrian minister of defense thanked 

Iran for supporting Syria and the "axis of resistance," saying that the "crimes of the Zionist 

regime" had given the Palestinians the support of all Arabs, Muslims and freedom seekers and 

heralded the beginning of a great revolution that would lead to Israel's defeat (Mehr, October 

23, 2023). 

! Ali Fadavi, deputy commander of the IRGC, told a student conference in support of the 

Palestinians at Tehran University that Iran had repeatedly said it would support anyone who 

fought against Israel. Asked about practical steps taken by Iran in the war, Fadavi said, "Some 

of you, young people, see practical action as launching direct missiles at Haifa. Of course, if it 

is necessary and if we are assigned the task, we will carry it out without hesitation, but I am 

not the one who determines the mission" (Tasnim, October 22, 2023). Interviewed by Fars 

News Agency (October 23, 2023), Fadavi said that if Israel entered the Gaza Strip, it would be 

defeated and dealt a severe blow by the "resistance front." However, he noted that the 

"resistance front" in the region could act on its own. 

! Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein-Amir Abdollahian spoke by phone with his Egyptian 

counterpart, Sameh Shoukry, to discuss developments in Gaza. Abdollahian praised Egypt for 

organizing the regional summit and for its efforts to stop the conflict and deliver humanitarian 

aid to Gaza. He reiterated the Iranian Red Crescent’s willingness to send humanitarian aid to 

the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing. Abdollahian added that Israel's ultimate goal was 

the forcible displacement of residents of the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria to the Sinai 

Peninsula and parts of Jordan (ISNA, October 22, 2023). 

!At a joint press conference held  in Tehran by the foreign ministers of Iran and South Africa, 

Abdollahian called the region a powder keg and noted that any mistaken consideration on 

Israel's part could have severe and bitter consequences. He warned the United States and 
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Israel that if the "crimes against humanity and genocide in Gaza" were not stopped 

immediately, all options were open and the region could spiral out of control (ISNA, October 

22, 2023).  

Pro-Iranian militias in Iraq, Syria and Yemen 
! American Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said there had been a number of recent attacks 

against American military bases in Iraq and Syria, noting they were concerned about the 

significant escalation against their personnel in the region. He said the United States would 

not hesitate to take appropriate actions to ensure the safety of its forces. He also noted that 

the additional deployment of American forces to the Middle East was a message to those who 

wished to expand the current conflict (ABC, October 22, 2023). 

! Iraqi sources reported that in the three recent attacks on the United States Army base in Ayn 

al-Assad, three soldiers had been killed and six wounded. One of the fatalities was an 

American contractor (al-Ma'aluma, October 22, 2023). 

!"Iraqi sources" reported that Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia’ al-Sudani was 

working to stop the attacks carried out by pro-Iranian militias on military bases where 

American forces were concentrated in northern and western Iraq. The prime minister 

reportedly held contacts with the "coordination committee" of the parties affiliated with the 

pro-Iranian militias and with some of the militia commanders to stop any escalation against 

the American forces at bases in al-Anbar, Baghdad and Erbil. Al-Sudani explained the severity 

of the escalation, its impact on the stability of his government and the fear of losing American 

support (al-Araby al-Jadeed,, October 22, 2023). 

! Yahya Rasool, spokesman for the Iraqi armed forces, said they opposed the attacks 

against the Iraqi bases where the headquarters of the international coalition advisors were 

located, noting that all security forces had been instructed not to allow security and stability 

to be harmed in Iraq (Iraqi armed forces Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). 

!Abdel-Aziz bin Habtour, the Houthis' interim prime minister, said Yemen had helped 

respond to the "massacres in the Gaza Strip" and would help in the future. He said they had 

fired missiles in solidarity with the Palestinian people in view of what had been done in the 

Gaza Strip. He  stated that Israel claimed they had fired missiles and drones at "occupied" 

areas such as Ashqelon, Ashdod and Tel Aviv, and that the United States intercepted some of 

them and others hit the target. He warned that if the aggression against the Gaza Strip 
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continued, Israeli ships sailing in the Red Sea would be attacked and they would take part in 

the fighting according to their capabilities (Tasnim, October 22, 2023). 

The International Arena 
United States 

!United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken expressed American concern and noted 

that they anticipated the possibility of escalation by Iranian proxies against American military 

forces in the region. He noted they were taking the necessary steps to protect their forces and 

respond decisively, as necessary. He stressed the United States did not want an escalation or 

opening of another front, but if that happened, the forces were prepared (Fox News, October 

22, 2023).  

!Brian Nelson, United States under secretary of the treasury for terrorism and financial 

intelligence, intends to travel to Saudi Arabia and Qatar to continue American efforts to 

prevent Hamas and other terrorist organizations from raising and transferring funds 

(American Treasury Department, October 23, 2023). 

!Following the attack on American bases in Iraq, the American Department of State issued a 

travel warning prohibiting American citizens from traveling to Iraq. According to the warning, 

the United States has limited ability to provide support to Americans in Iraq in cases of 

terrorism and kidnappings. The United States also demanded that the families of embassy 

employees in Baghdad leave  because of heightened security threats against American 

administration personnel, and forbade its administration personnel based in Baghdad to  use 

the city's international airport (Twitter account of American Department of State, October 22, 

2023). 

Solidarity demonstrations 

! On October 22, 2023, demonstrations were held in support of the Palestinians in Egypt, 

Tunisia, Pakistan, the United States (Boston), France (Paris), Belgium (Brussels), the 

Netherlands, Britain (London) and Germany (al-Jazeera, October 22, 2023).  
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Protests in support of the Palestinians in Boston, Pakistan, Tunisia, Egypt, France (Paris), 
Belgium (Brussels), the Netherlands and Germany (al-Jazeera, October 22, 2023) 
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1Overview 
!The southern sector: The Israeli Air Force continued attacking Hamas and Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad (PIJ) targets, with tank Þre and artillery backup. During the past day about 400 

air strikes were carried out. The Palestinian terrorist organizations continued Þring rockets at 

Israel, but fewer than initially. IDF forces intercepted a UAV launched from the Gaza Strip; 

Hamas military-terrorist wing operatives claimed responsibility for launching it.  

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 220 civilian and 

soldier abductees are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. On 

the evening of October 23, 2023, two elderly abductees were returned to Israel. 

!The Gaza Strip: According to reports, there is a difÞcult humanitarian situation in the Gaza 

Strip. Aid convoys continue to enter the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing. 

!The northern sector: Hezbollah terrorist squads continue attacking. The daylight hours 

were relatively quiet, but in the evening anti-tank missiles and rockets were Þred at Israeli 

territory. A house in Kiryat Shemonah was hit and two people were injured. A UAV carrying an 

explosive charge was launched from the sea at the Haifa Bay area and intercepted. Hezbollah 

reported the deaths of four of its terrorist operatives. 

!Judea and Samaria: IDF counterterrorism activities continued. Palestinians suspected of 

terrorist activities were detained, most of them Hamas operatives. A senior Hamas terrorist 

operative died while in administrative detention. Hamas blamed Israel for his death. 

!Iran: A meeting was held of the foreign ministers of Iran, Russia, Turkey and the Caucasian 

countries to discuss the developments in the Gaza Strip. The president of Iran said the "crimes 

of the Zionist regime in Gaza" and the support of the United States and its Western allies for 

Israel should serve as a lesson to all countries in the region. Pro-Iranian militias in Iraq 

continued to attack US military bases in Iraq. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
 

 
 

Iron Swords Operation 
Updated to 1 p.m., October 24, 2023 

 

  

  
 

 

 



"!

"#$%"&!

The Combat Arena 

IDF activity 

!Aerial activity : The IDF intensiÞed its air strikes on Hamas and PIJ targets, attacking more 

than 400 military-terrorist targets during the past day. Fighter jets attacked Hamas facilities 

and assembly points in the neighborhoods of Shejaiya, al-Shati, Jabalia, Daraj Tufah and 

Zeitoun, some of which were located in mosques. They also attacked military headquarters, 

dozens of armed terrorists and a tunnel shaft which provided terrorist operatives with quick 

access to the coast. Among the dead were the head of the anti-tank unit of HamasÕ northern 

division and several other senior terrorist operatives (IDF spokesman, October 24, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli Air Force strikes in the Gaza Strip (IDF website, October 24, 2023) 
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Israeli Air Force strikes in Rafah (QudsN Twitter account, October 23, 2023) 

Interception of UAVs  

!During the afternoon two UAVs launched from the Gaza Strip were detected in the skies over 

Israeli territory; both were destroyed by the IDF. No casualties or damage were reported (IDF 

spokesman, October 23, 2023). 

!HamasÕ military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for "launching two Zawari explosive 

drones, one of which targeted the 107th Squadron at the Hatzerim Air Force base, and the other 

the headquarters of the Sinai Division at the TzeÕelim base" (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades 

Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). 

!Ground activity : During the air strikes, IDF tanks and artillery attacked Hamas anti-tank 

launchers and observation posts (IDF spokesman, October 24, 2023). 

Rocket launches 

!During the past day, the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip continued Þring rockets 

Israel, although fewer than before. They Þred 93 rockets and mortar shells at Israel, most of 

them targeting the cities, towns and villages near the border. So far, since the beginning of 

the war, 7,512 explosive projectiles have been launched from the Gaza Strip. Most of them 

were rockets, with about 15% mortar shells; 10% fell inside the Gaza Strip. 
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Launches and failed launches (as of October 22, 2023) 

 

 

 

Daily distribution of rocket fire (as of October 22, 2023)!
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Right: A rocket hit on a house in Sderot. Left: Rockets falling on Beersheba (QudsN Twitter 
account, October 23, 2023) 

Israeli casualties 

!So far, over 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 220 civilians and 

soldier abductees are being held in the Gaza Strip by the terrorist organizations. About 

30 of the abducted are children and adolescents younger than 18 and about 20 of them are 

elderly. Four abductees were returned to Israel. 

The issue of releasing the abductees 

!On the evening of October 23, 2023, two more abductees were released and brought to 

Israeli territory. Their release was announced by Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' 

military -terrorist wing , who said that Òtwo captivesÓ had been released through the 

mediation of Egypt and Qatar. He claimed they decided to release them for Òhumanitarian 

reasons,Ó even though throughout the day Israel had [allegedly] violated agreements with the 

mediators more than eight times (Abu ObeidaÕs Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). 

!Khaled Mashaal, the Hamas leader Òabroad,Ó told the British Sky News network that the 

civilian abductees held by Hamas would be released with the help of intermediary countries 

such as Qatar and Egypt on the condition that Israel stopped its intense attacks in the Gaza 

Strip. He claimed they wanted the attacks, destruction and ÒgenocideÓ to stop so the Hamas 

military wing could take [the civilian abductees] from where they were being hidden and 

transfer them to the Red Cross or some other agency. He refused to comment on whether 
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Hamas would stop negotiations regarding the abductees if Israel carried out a ground 

maneuver. He falsely claimed ÒHamas did not plan to kill civilians, and if it happened anyway, 

it had not been the goal." He also denied the accusations that Hamas had adopted new and 

more brutal tactics. He said here had been no change in HamasÕ strategy and the events that 

took place on October 7, 2023 had been completely consistent with it . He claimed that 

"those who kill women, children, mothers and fathers are the Israelis." Mashal insisted that 

the events which took place on October 7, 2023, had been planned by Hamas alone, despite 

the claims that Iran had been involved in their planning and had trained the operatives. He 

claimed Hezbollah, Iran and Turkey were required to stand shoulder to shoulder, but 

everyone made their own decision (Sky News, October 24, 2023). 

!Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, was interviewed by al-Jazeera 

Mubasher TV in Istanbul. He said the PIJ held more than 30 abductees, most of them military 

personnel and a small number of civilians. He boasted that the PIJÕs military wing had raided 

the IDF Nahal Oz post and ÒcapturedÓ ofÞcers and soldiers. If there were civilian abductees, 

he claimed, Òit's one or two,Ó he didnÕt know exactly [sic]. As far as the PIJ was concerned, they 

were prisoners of an ongoing war, and only after it ended would they open a prisoner 

exchange Þle. He also claimed HamasÕ military wing had explicitly stated it had Òno problem 

with the foreign abductees and civilians,Ó and that all the organizations held the same 

position, but the conditions on the ground did not allow for their release. As to whether the 

captives would be dealt with jointly by all the organizations or separately by each, he 

answered that all Palestinians wanted the release of all the Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails 

(al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Muhammad al-Hindi during the interview                                                                                                                         
(al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, October 23, 2023) 
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The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian fatalities  

!According to the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in Gaza, as of 3 p.m. the number of 

dead in the Gaza Strip stood at 5,791 and the number of wounded at16,297 (ministry of health 

in Gaza Telegram channel , October 24, 2023).2 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

!Dr. Ashraf al-Qidra, spokesman for the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in Gaza, 

claimed the public health system in the Gaza Strip was at the lowest point in its history. He 

condemned the international silence which, he alleged, gave Israel an "appetite" to continue 

attacking the Gaza Strip (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, October 24, 2023). 

!The Hamas administration media information ofÞce in Gaza reported that since the 

beginning of the war 1.4 million residents had been evacuated from their homes, i.e., 70% of 

the residents of the Gaza Strip. More than 181,000 housing units were partially damaged, and 

more than 20,000 were uninhabitable (Hamas administration media information ofÞce 

Facebook page, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gazans stock up on food (Wafa, October 24, 2023) 

!According to a UN report on the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, 62 medical centers 

were attacked3 and ten hospitals remained active. The number of people displaced from their 

homes was 1.4 million, and each person had access to a supply of about three liters of water 

per day. According to UNRWA, there were about 600,000 Gazans in the agency's shelters (UN 

website, October 23, 2023). 

!
2 So far, neither the ministry of health in Gaza nor the ministry of health in Ramallah has issued a list of 
the names of the fatalities. 
3 The report included Palestinians harmed by the PIJÕs failed rocket launcher on October 17, 2023. 
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!Arab media correspondents broadcasting from the Gaza Strip reported that Israeli Air Force 

planes had dropped leaßets appealing to the Gazans to cooperate with Israel "for a better 

future," and for Þnancial rewards in exchange for information about the abductees (al-Ghad 

TV and al-Qahara News TV, October 24, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Leaflets dropping from the skies over Gaza (al-Ghad TV, October 24, 2023). Left: The IDF 
announcement (al-Qahara News TV, October 24, 2023) 

The Rafah Crossing 

!According to reports, on October 23, 2023, 20 trucks carrying humanitarian aid for the Gaza 

Strip entered the Rafah Crossing. So far 55 aid trucks have entered. An Egyptian 

correspondent reported that as of 11 a.m. preparations were being made for the arrival of a 

fourth convoy (al-Qahara News TV, October 24, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Egyptian TV correspondent reports from the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing about 
preparations for the entry of a fourth convoy of humanitarian aid trucks into Gaza (al-Qahara 

News TV, October 24, 2023) 

!Muneir al-Barash, director general of the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in Gaza, 

claimed that despite the delivery of humanitarian aid, so far, they had not received medical 

aid. He claimed the aid was intended to "throw sand in their eyes" and prepare Israel's attacks 

on the Gaza Strip (alresala.net, October 24, 2023). 
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!Hamas claimed the arrival of Òvery limited amounts of aidÓ to the Gaza Strip during the past 

few days did not cover the growing needs of those "who have been under barbaric aggression 

for 17 consecutive days." Hamas claimed the "ongoing siege" had damaged humanitarian 

conditions and caused a severe shortage of food and medicine, and that fuel in the hospitals 

had run out. Hamas called on Arab-Muslim countries and the UN to increase efforts and 

urgently open humanitarian corridors to bring in fuel, food and medical equipment to avoid 

a humanitarian disaster (Hamas Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical aid from the World Heath Organization (WHO) arrives at Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis 
(Wafa YouTube channel, October 23, 2023) 

Hamas 

!Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, sharply criticized the Western countries 

for their support of "Israel's war of annihilation," claiming Òthey erected a wall between 

themselves and the Arab-Muslim nations which would never fall.Ó Appealing to the leaders of 

the Arab and Islamic countries, he said, ÒHow much blood and slaughter do you need to take 

a stand which will go down in history in the face of the bloodshed in Gaza?!" (Quds Press, 

October 24, 2023). 

 

The Northern Arena 

Lebanon 

The situation on the ground 

!After a relatively quiet day, anti-tank missile attacks resumed in the evening. A UAV carrying 

an explosive charge was launched from the sea at the Haifa Bay area; it was intercepted by 

IDF forces (IDF spokesman, October 23, 2023). A house in Kiryat Shemonah was hit by shrapnel 

from an anti-tank missile; two people were injured. 
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!In response, the IDF attacked Hezbollah terrorist facilities, including a military-terrorist 

compound and an observation post. The Israeli Air Force attacked several terrorist squads in 

the Har Dov area as they were launching rockets and anti-tank missiles at Israel (IDF 

spokesman, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on a terrorist facility in Lebanon. Left: Attack on a terrorist squad on Har Dov (IDF 
website, October 24, 2023) 

!According to the UNÕs International Organization for Migration (IOM), the tensions between 

Israel and Hezbollah had ÒforcedÓ more than 19,000 Lebanese to leave their homes in south 

Lebanon. In IOM assessment, if the tensions continue or escalate the number will rise (Agence 

France-Presse, October 24, 2023 ). 

Hezbollah fatalities  

!Hezbollah reported four of its operatives had been killed while "fulÞlling their jihad duty." 

The date and location of the event were not noted (Hezbollah's combat information unit 

Telegram channel, October 23-24, 2023). They were: 

!Mustafa Hussein Zaitar, aka Abu al-Hada, from the village of Jalala in the Lebanon 

Valley. 

!Ali Adnan Artil, from the village of Maifadoun in south Lebanon. 

!Ibrahim Muhammad Qashmar, aka Haidar, from the village of Deir Kifa in south 

Lebanon. 

!Mustafa Hussein Nizha, aka Murtada al-Hassayni from the village of Nabi Othman in 

the Lebanon Valley. 
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The four Hezbollah terrorist operatives who were killed on October 23 and 24, 2023 (Hezbollah's 
combat information unit Telegram channel, October 23-24, 2023). 

Hezbollah 

!Gebran Bassil, the chairman of the Hezbollah-afÞliated Free National Movement Party 

in Lebanon, spoke on the phone with Hassan Nasrallah, secretary general of Hezbollah. 

They agreed to hold ongoing consultations (Hezbollah media information, October 23, 2023). 

The Hezbollah-afÞliated al-Akhbar reported the conversation, stating that "according to 

knowledgeable sources" Bassil had the impression that Nasrallah's approach to 

developments in the region was "calm" (al-Akhbar, October 24, 2023). 

The Lebanese government 

!Najib Mikati, the prime minister of the Lebanese interim government, paid a surprise 

visit to the headquarters of the Lebanese armyÕs southern Litani Sector in Tyre. He was 

greeted by Joseph Aoun, Lebanese army chief of staff. Mikati toured south Lebanon and went 

to UNIFIL headquarters in al-Naqoura, where he had a meeting with Aoun and UNIFIL 

commander Major General Aroldo L‡zaro (Lebanese News Agency, 24 in October 2023). 

!A French presidential source said they sent messages to Lebanon for Hezbollah, informing 

it not to take risks or intervene in the conßict between Israel and Gaza. Intervention, said the 

source, would cause trouble for Lebanon. He added that the French president might visit 

Lebanon, but had no plans to do so in the near future (al-Arabiya, October 24, 2023). 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 

Events on the ground 

! The Israeli security forces continued extensive counterterrorism activities in Judea and 

Samaria, detaining 32 Palestinians wanted for involvement in terrorist activities, 18 of them 

Hamas operatives (Israeli media, October 24, 2023); no Palestinian fatalities were reported in 
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Judea and Samaria. The number of fatalities since the beginning of the war stands at 95 

(ministry of health in Ramallah Facebook page, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Weapons and propaganda materials  seized (IDF website, October 23, 2023) 

! The al-Quds website conducted an online public opinion poll of 509 participants who were 

asked if the recent events in Judea and Samaria would cause a new intifada; 80% answered 

afÞrmatively, 20% replied negatively (al-Quds, October 24, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenshot of an online public opinion poll (al-Quds, October 24, 2023) 

!A march was held in Ramallah condemning "the Israeli aggression against the Palestinians 

in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank" (al-Quds, October 23, 2023). 

!
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Photo from the march (Watan News Agency, October 23, 2023) 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 

! Mahmoud Abbas met with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte to discuss the latest 

developments in the Palestinian arena, efforts to end the war in the Gaza Strip, and the 

importance of bringing humanitarian and medical aid into the Gaza Strip and restoring the 

supply of water and electricity from Israel (Wafa, October 23, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mahmoud Abbas meets in Ramallah with the Dutch prime minister (Wafa, October 23, 2023) 

! Riyadh al-Maliki, PA foreign minister, spoke by phone with his Chinese counterpart, who 

said China stood with the Palestinian people, supported the Palestinian cause and was ready 

to assist in efforts to reach a ceasefire, bring humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip and prevent 

the uprooting of Gazans. He also condemned the attacks on hospitals and schools that 

harmed civilians and violated international law (PA foreign ministry Telegram channel, 

October 24, 2023). 

Palestinian organizations  

! Hamas announced the death of Hamza Daraghmeh, aka Abu al-Nimr, 58 years old, a senior 

Hamas terrorist operative in Judea and Samaria who was detained following Operation al-

Aqsa Storm and held in administrative detention at Megiddo Prison. According to Hamas he 

died "as a result of torture." The PIJ claimed Israel was fully responsible for his death. 
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Daraghmeh and his son Hamza were detained on October 9, 2023 and put in administrative 

detention for six months. Following the announcement of his death, hundreds of Tubas 

residents condemned his death and held marches to express their rage (Palinfo, October 23, 

2023; Palestine Online, October 23, 2023). 

!
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!
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!
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!

!

Right: Hamas death notice (Shehab Telegram channel, October 23, 2023). Left: A procession in 
Tubas following the announcement of DaraghmehÕs death (Sultan al-Harbi's Twitter account, 

October 24, 2023) 

 

 

Iran 
!On October 23, 2023, the Iranian president and foreign minister spoke at a meeting held in 

Tehran and attended by the foreign ministers of Iran, Russia, Turkey and the Caucasian 

countries: 

!Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi said that the "crimes of the Zionist regime in Gaza" 

and the support of the United States and its Western allies for Israel should serve as a 

lesson for all countries in the region, which should know that the Western countries 

would never be their true friends. He said the events in the Gaza Strip proved relations 

with Israel were a mistake and he was convinced that what was happening in Palestine 

would end in favor of the Palestinians (ISNA, October 23, 2023). 

! Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein-Amir Abdollahian said the participants of the 

meeting had discussed developments in the Palestinian arena and how to stop Israeli 

attacks in the Gaza Strip. He said Iran firmly supported the Palestinian resistance and 

claimed Iran was not interested in expanding the war in the region. However, he said, 
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the region was a powder keg, and an uncontrollable event might occur at any moment. 

He added that the war was being managed by the United States, and that Israel wanted 

to establish a new Palestinian state in parts of Egypt and Jordan. He warned Israel and 

the United States to stop killing women, children and civilians before it was too late. 

Referring to the messages conveyed by the United States to Iran regarding the need to 

prevent the war from expanding, he claimed Iran did not give instructions to the 

Òresistance groupsÓ in the region or prevent them from making decisions that served 

their interests (Fars, October 23, 2023). 

! On October 23, 2023, the Majles National Security and Foreign Policy Committee met with 

ambassadors of Muslim countries and heads of international organizations operating in Iran. 

The meeting was chaired by Majles Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, who said the Muslim 

world had to meet its responsibility, condemn the "crimes of the Zionist regimeÓ and declare 

the end of the normalization process with Israel (ISNA, October 23, 2023). 

!On October 24, 2023, Iran's ambassador to Lebanon, Mojtaba Amani, tweeted that for the 

first time, Israel and those who support it found themselves facing heavy pressure from 

severaldirections, namely Gaza and "the others." He added, "You have been warned that there 

are 'new others' who can join." 

Pro-Iranian militias in Iraq, Syria and Yemen 

!CNN reported that American intelligence had information indicating that Iranian militias 

intended to escalate attacks against American forces throughout the Middle East if fighting 

between Israel and Hamas continued. Citing official sources, the network reported that at this 

stage, Iran appeared to be directly instructing the militias and promising them benefits if they 

continued to attack American and Israeli targets (CNN, October 24, 2023). 

!The Central Command of the American Army announced that American forces had 

destroyed two drones carrying explosives flying near American and International Coalition 

forces in southwestern Syria. No casualties or damage were reported (CENTCOM Twitter 

account, October 24, 2023). 

!Saberin News, a Telegram channel affiliated with the pro-Iranian militias, announced 

attacks on three American bases in Syria: al-Omar oil field, al-Tanf Base, and al-Shadadi. A 

short time later, the Islamic Resistance in Iraq (a codename for the pro-Iranian Iraqi militias) 

claimed responsibility for launching UAVs at two American bases, the al-Omar oil field and al-

Shadadi. According to the announcement, direct hits had been identified (Saberin News 
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Telegram channel, October 24, 2023). The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for 

another attack on the American base of al-Malikiya in Syria (Saberin News, October 24, 2023). 

! Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad ShiaÕ al-Sudani spoke by phone with the United States 

Secretary of State and Secretary of Defense. They noted the importance of coordinating 

humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip to ensure regional stability and to prevent the conflict from 

expanding. They also stressed Iraq's commitment to protect the military advisers and 

American diplomatic missions operating in the country (Iraqi News Agency, October 24, 2023). 

! The pro-Iranian al-Nujaba militia in Iraq sharply criticized the announcement of the Iraqi 

Armed Forces spokesman, who objected to the attacks against Iraqi bases where American 

forces were located, claiming there were also "Zionists" among these forces (al-Nujaba 

Network, October 24, 2023). 

! An organization calling itself the ÒLiberation Movement of the Two Holy Places, Mecca and 

Medina,Ó claimed responsibility for two drone attacks on two American headquarters in Saudi 

Arabia. According to the claim "this is a small warning about what is to come, as long as the 

Zionist offensive on the Gaza Strip, which is being waged with the blessing of the American 

administration, continues" (yemeneco.org, October 23, 2023). Neither Saudi Arabian nor 

American officials commented. A network with the same name appeared in Yemen in the past, 

and is apparently affiliated with the pro-Iranian Houthi movement. 

 

The Arab Arena 

Egypt 

! Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi met with a bipartisan delegation of the United States 

Senate; Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and General Intelligence Director 

Abbas Kamel were also present. The American delegation called Egypt a pillar of security and 

stability in the Middle East and the Arab world. The participants agreed on the need to keep 

the fighting from spreading, protect civilians, and deliver humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. 

El-Sisi reiterated EgyptÕs opposition to the policy of Òcollective punishment and forced 

eviction of PalestiniansÓ (Facebook page of the Egyptian presidential spokesman, October 24, 

2023). 

! ÒInformed sourcesÓ reported that the Egyptian army had mobilized forces in Rafah and 

deployed them in the city along the Gaza Strip border. They said the army was building a new 
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fence on the border to prevent Gazans from entering Egyptian territory (al-Araby al-Jadeed, 

October 23, 2023). 

Jordan  

! King Abdullah II of Jordan spoke with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi about stopping 

the deterioration of the situation in the Gaza Strip. The king stressed the need to protect 

civilians and hospitals and ensure humanitarian aid to the residents of Gaza (Twitter account 

of the Jordanian royal family, October 23, 2023). 

Qatar  

! The Emir of Qatar, Tamim bin Hamad, described the situation in the Gaza Strip as "very 

serious, and negating all the values, customs and laws of the world." He said Israel must not 

be given unlimited permission to kill, adding it was forbidden to use cutting off water and 

preventing the arrival of medicine and food as weapons against an entire people. He called 

for regional and international mobilization against the escalation, ending the war and 

preventing bloodshed (al-Jazeera, October 24, 2023). 

 

The International Arena 

European Union 

! The EU is reportedly working to achieve a humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza (Reuters, October 

23, 2023).  

France 

!!French President Emmanuel Macron landed in Israel for a visit and met with Israeli 

President Isaac Herzog and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu; he also met with the families 

of the abductees. He said he had come to show his support, and what had happened on 

October 7 was terrible. He said it was everyone's duty to fight acts of terrorism without 

concessions, but also without expanding the conflict. The terrorist organization, he said, had 

to be targeted in a way that would impair its ability to operate. Macron added that they did 

not want Hezbollah to join the conflict and had conveyed several messages on the subject to 

other terrorist organizations that wanted to join in (Kan 11, Ynet, October 24, 2023). 

!Since the outbreak of the war, Macron has expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself 

and called for the release of all the abductees taken by Hamas. On October 20, 2023, French 
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Defense Minister SŽbastien Le Cornou said, "Hamas is a terrorist organization responsible for 

cruel acts and must be destroyed" (www.leparisien.fr, October 21, 2023). 

 

 Turkey 

!An article published on the al-Monitor news website about Turkey's position on the war 

claimed it was acting cautiously: on the one hand, it supported the Palestinian cause while 

"calming the situation" with Hamas, while on the other hand it wanted to avoid a new rift in 

relations with Israel. Although Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo! an has hardened his 

stance on Israel, he is cautious with his words and does not support Hamas as it would like 

him to. According to a Palestinian source in Turkey, the Palestinian organizations, including 

Hamas, are dissatisfied with Turkey's position on the war. Its statements are perceived as 

insufficient, and they note that the Turks "did not even summon the Israeli ambassador to the 

foreign ministry to protest IsraelÕs actionsÓ (al-Monitor, October 23, 2023).  
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1Overview 
!The southern sector: The Israeli Air Force continued aerial attacks on terrorist targets in the 

Gaza Strip, including the Hamas security forces. A senior military-terrorist wing operative was 

reported killed. IDF forces, led by the Israeli Navy, prevented a terrorist squad from reaching 

the Zikim area from the sea to carry out an attack. Rocket Þre continued, although less 

intensively than initially. Barrages were launched towards the center of the country, the 

coastal plain and Samaria. 

!More than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 220 civilians and 

soldier abductees are still being held by the Palestinian terrorist organizations in Gaza. A 

senior Hamas Þgure warned Hamas would not release more hostages unless medical 

equipment and fuel were allowed to enter the Gaza Strip. 

!The Gaza Strip: Sources in the Gaza Strip warn of a worsening humanitarian situation. 

Medical sources reported the collapse of the hospitals. Aid convoys continued arriving 

through the Rafah Crossing. Medical equipment was also dispatched to the hospitals by the 

World Health Organization (WHO). 

!The northern sector: In Lebanon, the shooting at IDF posts and Israeli cities, towns and 

villages near the border continued. The IDF attacked Hezbollah facilities as well as squads 

which were Þring rockets and launching anti-tank missiles. Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah 

secretary general, said Hezbollah fatalities were be called "martyrs on the way to Jerusalem." 

Two mortar shells were Þred from Syria and fell in an open area in the Golan Heights; no 

damage was reported. The IDF returned Þre and attacked Syrian army military facilities from 

the air. The Syrians reported eight deaths. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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