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Overview! 
! The southern arena: The IDF forces continued their activity in the Gaza Strip, focusing on 

the Hamad neighborhood in the northwest of Khan Yunis and Qarara, east of Khan Yunis. In 

the central Gaza Strip, attacks on armed terrorist squads continued. The Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad (PIJ) claimed responsibility for two rocket attacks on the cities, towns and villages 

surrounding the Gaza Strip, about an hour apart. IDF forces attacked the rocket launchers 

and the terrorists launching the rockets. 

! According to unofficial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israeli 

civilians and security personnel have been killed, 588 of them soldiers and officers; 130 

civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the 

Gaza Strip; 123 hostages have been released. 

! Negotiations for a hostage deal: On March 7, 2024, the Hamas delegation left Egypt for 

consultations with the movement's leadership. "Egyptian sources" said that the mediating 

countries would strive to hold a new round of negotiations. "Senior Hamas members" 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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reported that Yahya al-Sinwar, who until recently had been largely detached from the 

negotiations, demanded Israel commit itself to discussing a permanent cessation of 

hostilities, a position that contradicts the position of other senior Hamas members, in the 

hope that the differences of opinion between Israel and the United States would allow 

Hamas to cut a better deal. Hamas continues to insist that a hostage deal will be carried out 

only after Israel meets its demands regarding a ceasefire, the return of the displaced 

residents to their former places of residence and increased humanitarian aid for the Gaza 

Strip. 

! Aid for the Gaza Strip: The president of the United States ordered the construction of a 

temporary port on the shore of the Gaza Strip to bring in humanitarian aid. Less than 36 

hours after the president's announcement, a ship carrying equipment to build the 

temporary port sailed from the United States. Other countries are also trying to send aid to 

the Strip in various ways. Hamas welcomed the American initiative, but there were also 

those who attacked it. Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, gave a 

speech relating to the fighting capabilities of Hamas' military wing and those of the other 

"organizations" after more than 150 days of combat, and called on all Palestinians in Judea, 

Samaria, Jerusalem and inside Israel to mobilize and march towards al-Aqsa Mosque, and 

not to allow Israel to impose conditions on them.  

! The northern arena: During the weekend, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 25 attacks. 

Hezbollah reported seven dead. Senior Hezbollah members referred to [alleged] threats 

(denied by Israel) that if a ceasefire was not reached by March 15, Israel would expand the 

attack on Lebanon. 

! Judea and Samaria: A combined shooting-IED attack against IDF soldiers was carried out 

in the Homesh area; the Jenin Battalion claimed responsibility for the attack, which was 

welcomed by Hamas and the PIJ. 

! The Palestinian Authority (PA): Mahmoud Abbas swore in six new district governors. His 

office expressed satisfaction with the State of the Union address, claiming it was in line with 

the Palestinians' demands.  

! The pro-Iranian militias: The Islamic Resistance claimed to have attacked Israel three 

times. The Houthis increased their activity in the Red Sea and the United States military and 

the coalition countries increased their countermeasures. The Houthis and Hamas reported 

the ongoing, close and connections between the movements. 
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! The UN: A delegation of the families of Palestinian casualties from the Gaza Strip visited 

the UN and met with the UN secretary general and members of the Security Council. 

The Southern Arena 
! Palestinian media outlets reported on IDF activity during the past day. In the northern Gaza 

Strip, the forces attacked in Beit Lahiya. In Gaza City, according to the Palestinians, they 

[allegedly] shot at local residents waiting for the arrival of humanitarian aid in the west of 

the city. Heavy exchanges of fire were also reported in the Zeitoun neighborhood between 

IDF forces and "resistance members" [terrorist operatives]. In the central Gaza Strip, the 

Israeli Air Force attacked the Nuseirat refugee camp and the area between Deir al-Balah and 

Khan Yunis. In Khan Yunis, the IDF continued its attacks on the Hamad neighborhood 

(northwest of Khan Yunis), attacking high-rise buildings. The forces also attacked in the 

northern part of the city and in Qarara (east of Khan Yunis). In Rafah, the IDF attacked in the 

east (al-Jazeera TV, Ma'an, March 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An al-Jazeera TV presenter describes the exchanges of fire in the Zeitoun neighborhood in Gaza 
(on the right) and the activity of IDF forces in the Hamad neighborhood, in the northwest of 

Khan Yunis (left) (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, March 9, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attacks on armed Hamas terrorist operatives (IDF spokesperson, March 9, 2024) 
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Attacks on Hamas terrorist facilities in the Gaza Strip (IDF website, March 8, 2024) 

! The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued their operations in Khan Yunis. In Qarara, 

they located tunnel shafts and killed about 15 terrorist operatives. In the Hamad 

neighborhood, northwest of Khan Yunis, they located large quantities of weapons and 

destroyed rocket launchers. An Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked armed terrorists seen 

leaving a weapons warehouse (IDF spokesperson, March 7-10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IDF attack in the Hamad neighborhood in northwestern Khan Yunis 
 (Shehab X account, March 9, 2024) 

! The central Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued operations in the central Gaza Strip, 

attacking armed terrorists with sniper fire, aircraft and fighter jets (IDF spokesperson, March 

7-10, 2024). 

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip  
! On March 7, 2024, rockets were launched from the Gaza Strip at the Nahal Oz area. A few 

minutes later, IDF forces fired artillery at the launch area and attacked a munitions 

warehouse where rockets were apparently stored (IDF spokesperson, March 8, 2024). 

Another rocket launch attacked Sderot. Within a few minutes, artillery was fired at the 

sources of the rocket launch. Fighter jets attacked combat tunnels, a military structure, a 

shaft and a launching position (IDF spokesperson, March 8, 2024). The Jerusalem Brigades, 
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the PIJ's military-terrorist wing, claimed responsibility for two rocket attacks (Paltoday 

Telegram channel, March 7, 2024). 

Israeli casualties 
! According to unofficial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israelis have 

been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 588 of them are soldiers and officers 

(248 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 130 civilian and 

military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 

123 hostages have been released.  

The Palestinian perception of the fighting 
! Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas member, claimed daily contact existed between the 

territory and the Hamas leadership, and Hamas' three most important messages were that 

the suffering of the Palestinian people could not be ignored, nevertheless they continued to 

stand firm, and what they needed was to have their burden lightened. The "resistance's" 

command and control still existed on the ground, and all "resistance [terrorist] operatives" 

from all the organizations acted as one. He claimed the IDF soldiers were cowards, hiding in 

their vehicles and tanks and avoiding face-to-face confrontations with the "resistance 

[terrorist] operatives." He claimed that the messages from the field were "reassuring" about 

the ability of the "resistance" and the Palestinian people to stand firm (al-Manar TV X 

account, March 7, 2024). 

The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement  
! Hamas said on March 7, 2024 that the Hamas delegation left Cairo for consultations with 

the movement's leadership, while negotiations and efforts continued to stop the 

"aggression," return the displaced persons to their former places of residence and bring aid 

to the Gaza Strip (Hamas Telegram channel, March 7, 2024). 

! "Egyptian sources" familiar with the details of the negotiations said that Israel did not 

relate positively to Hamas' demand for a timetable for withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, while 

Hamas adhered to the demand. They reiterated Hamas' demands yet again for guarantees 

for a comprehensive ceasefire after the end of the first phase of the ceasefire, for the return 

of displaced persons to their former places of residence in the northern Gaza Strip, the 

gradual withdrawal of IDF forces, and more humanitarian aid. According to the sources, the 

mediators will seek a new round of negotiations for a ceasefire agreement before the 

beginning of Ramadan. "Senior" Hamas sources reiterated yet again that Hamas had shown 
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"great flexibility" in the negotiations for a ceasefire, an end to "aggression" and a 

"respectable deal" for the return of the hostages, but Netanyahu was delaying the 

negotiations for personal and partisan reasons. The sources reiterated that Israel's initial 

responses did not meet Hamas' minimum demands. According to the sources, Hamas' 

demands would "ensure a sustainable peace," and Hamas would not waive them (al-Sharq 

channel website, March 7, 2024). 

! "Senior" sources, familiar with the discussions, reported that Yahya al-Sinwar, head of the 

Hamas political bureau in the Gaza Strip, who until recently was largely not involved in the 

negotiations, demanded that Israel discuss a permanent cessation of hostilities, a position 

which contradicted that of other senior Hamas members. Egyptian officials said that al-

Sinwar believed that Hamas currently had the upper hand in the negotiations in light of the 

internal political divisions within Israel. According to the Egyptians, al-Sinwar hoped that the 

differences of opinion between the United States and Israel would allow him to cut a more 

favorable deal for Hamas, and he was pushing to include a permanent ceasefire and the 

complete withdrawal of IDF forces from the Gaza Strip. It was reported that his demands put 

him at odds with Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, who was willing to accept 

a six-week ceasefire and use the time to examine the possibility of a permanent ceasefire 

and a full withdrawal of the IDF. The report also stated that Qatar threatened to expel Hamas 

leaders from Doha if they failed to convince Hamas leaders in the Gaza Strip to agree to the 

deal (The Wall Street Journal, March 7, 2024). 

! Mahmoud Mardawi, a senior Hamas member, said that the negotiations held in Cairo 

were faltering and did not proceed as they should for various reasons, including Israel's 

refusal to commit to a permanent ceasefire. He claimed Israel did not want to completely 

withdraw from the Gaza Strip, and committed to a "certain withdrawal," while Hamas 

wanted a full withdrawal. Israel also set conditions for the return of displaced persons to 

their previous places of residence in the northern Gaza Strip and restricted their return 

according to its own criteria. He added that among the issues discussed in Cairo were 

introducing aid and reconstruction, which had to meet the needs of the residents in the 

northern and southern Gaza Strip. Mardawi claimed that Hamas had "no problem" with the 

hostage deal, provided it was "respectable," adding that Israel wanted to return its hostages 

and to release Palestinian prisoners, but not a suitable number, given the circumstances. He 

claimed Israel had not expressed a clear position regarding the issues, which led the 
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negotiations to falter. He claimed that if the Americans did not intervene and exert pressure 

on Israel, in the current atmosphere it would be difficult to reach an agreement (Arab World 

Press News Agency (AWP), March 8, 2024). 

! Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas member, said they had not come to the negotiations 

from a position of weakness, but rather were holding many trump cards. He claimed the 

resistance on the ground was "effective and influential," and every day negotiations were 

conducted, IDF soldiers were killed and wounded. In addition, the Palestinian people were 

able to stand firm, and the "resistance axis"2 stood by them, which reinforced their 

capabilities at the negotiating table, since is was one thing to be isolated and unable to 

defend yourself, and something else when you have you have allies who show you in word 

and deed that they will not stop supporting you. He said that before the "aggression" and 

"siege" ended they would not elaborate on the issue of the hostages, adding that Israel tried 

to talk about criteria, but the Hamas delegation refused to, as long as the "aggression" 

continued. Asked about reports that Hamas had submitted a list of 160 prisoners who would 

be released in the first phase, including Marwan al-Barghouti, Ahmed Saadat and Abdullah 

al-Barghouti, he claimed Israel recycled proposals and details that were brought up in the 

negotiations regarding the four Israelis (the bodies of Oron Shaul and the Hadar Goldin, Avra 

Mengistu, and Husham al-Said) after 2014 [Operation Protective Edge], and emphasized that 

they were not negotiating details related to the exchange deal (al-Manar TV X account, 

March 7, 2024). 

! On March 9, 2024, Husam Badran, a member of Hamas' political bureau, was 

interviewed in Doha by The Wall Street Journal. He emphasized that Hamas has not 

announced that the negotiations had been stopped. He listed Hamas' conditions and 

claimed that questions of how to ease the humanitarian situation and end the fighting took 

precedence over discussion of a hostage deal. He claimed at least 60 Israeli hostages had 

died in captivity. He denied the statements that Hamas had rejected Israel's request for a list 

of hostages who were still alive, saying that no official Israeli request for such a list had been 

made. He claimed many of the hostages were being held by other "organizations," making it 

"difficult to locate them." He also claimed that Hamas' political leadership had met in Doha 

to discuss negotiations. Responding to the report that Qatar threatened to expel Hamas 

!
2 Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations, the Shi'ite Houthis in Yemen and the 
pro-Iranian militias in Iraq.  
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leaders from Doha if they failed to convince Hamas in Gaza to agree to the deal, Badran 

claimed no such threat had been made. Responding to the report of a dispute between al-

Sinwar and Haniyeh, Badran denied a disagreement existed within Hamas, claiming it was 

united in the desire for a permanent end to the war. He said he did not trust the United 

States to be an honest broker in light of its strong support for Israel, adding that Hamas had 

better chances with the mediation of European countries, including France, which was 

trying to be "more objective." He said a lack of progress in the talks would lead to further 

unrest beyond the borders of Gaza during Ramadan, and the [alleged] "genocide" in Gaza 

could open a new arena in Judea and Samaria. He added that the continuation of the war 

would weaken regional stability (The Wall Street Journal, March 9, 2024). 

! Muhammad Nazzal, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said there might be another 

round of negotiations but he could not specify the date, it depended on the position of the 

Hamas leadership and contacts with the mediators (al-Jazeera Mubasher website, March 8, 

2024). He said that if there was nothing new and Israel continued to adhere to its position, 

the negotiations would not resume on March 10 (al-Araby TV YouTube channel, March 9, 

2024). 

! Taher al-Nunu, media advisor to Isma'il Haniyeh, said the negotiations had not stopped 

the contacts continued, and so did the efforts of the mediators, but the obstacle was Israel's 

"stubbornness." He noted that if there was any progress or new proposals, it would be 

possible to discuss them anywhere (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, March 9, 2024). 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 
! The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported at 10:45 a.m., March 

10, 2024, that during the past day 85 Gazans had been killed and 130 wounded, bringing the 

number of dead since the beginning of the war to 31,045 and the number of wounded to 

72,654 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, March 10, 2024). 

! The al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades (AAMB) issued a mourning notice for the death of commander 

Taysir al-Saqa (Abu Muhammad), one of the most prominent commanders in the al-Aqsa 

Martyrs Brigades, who was killed with his family in an Israeli attack on his home in the town 

of Qarara in the Khan Yunis district (elaqsa_1965, AAMB Telegram channel, March 8, 2024). 
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According to his Facebook page he had been an officer in the Palestinian preventive security 

forces since 2000 (Taysir al-Saqa's Facebook page). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taysir al-Saqa (Abu Muhammad) 
 (Facebook page of his friend Abdulhadi Hamada Shaat, March 8, 2024) 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  
! Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, sent a communiqué to the leaders of 

the Islamic nation for the month of Ramadan, calling for them to take political and legal 

action to protect the Palestinians and introduce aid that met their needs. He said pressure 

should be exerted on countries that supported Israel to force it to unconditionally stop its 

"aggression." He also stated that as many efforts as possible should be taken to prosecute 

Israel and boycott it politically for its [alleged] "war crimes it commits" (Hamas' Telegram 

channel, March 9, 2024). 

! Pir-Hossein Kolivand, president of the Iranian Red Crescent Society, announced that so 

far tens of thousands of tons of humanitarian aid, including food and medicine, had been 

sent from Iran to the Gaza Strip (al-Alam, March 7, 2024). Meanwhile, recent pictures from 

the Gaza Strip indicate that the Iranian Red Crescent set up shelters for the residents of Gaza 

in the northern and southern Gaza Strip; the Iranian flag can be seen on the shelters (Israeli 

Kan 11 TV, March 7, 2024). 

! On March 8, UN aid trucks were seen driving to the northern Gaza Strip (Wafa YouTube 

channel, March 8, 2024). On March 9, 2024, aid was airlifted into the al-Sudaniya region in the 

northern Gaza Strip. Crowds stormed the aid and five deaths were reported, apparently 

caused the impact of the packages after parachutes had not opened properly. One of the 

residents interviewed claimed that to a certain extent the airlift was an attack on Muslim 

dignity (Wafa YouTube channel, March 9, 2024). 
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Right: Airlifting humanitarian aid into the northern Gaza Strip. Left: Local residents storm the 
aid (Wafa YouTube channel, March 9, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 UN trucks en route to the northern Gaza Strip (Wafa YouTube channel, March 8, 2024) 

! Open Arms,3 a Spanish NGO, announced that its ship Open Arms, which docked in Larnaca 

in Cyprus three weeks ago, was prepared to leave at a moment's notice, loaded with tons of 

food, water and essential supplies for Palestinian civilians. The founder of the organization, 

Oscar Camps, said that the shop would tow a barge loaded with items provided by the 

American charity organization World Central Kitchen. The organization's spokeswoman, 

Laura Lanuza, said that the Israeli authorities had begun to inspect the cargo, which 

included 200 tons of basic food products, rice, flour, and cans of tuna. Camps said it would 

take the ship about two to three days to reach an undisclosed location off the coast of Gaza, 

where a team from the World Central Kitchen had built a pier to receive the aid. The 

organization reportedly has sixty kitchens across the Gaza Strip where it could distribute the 

food (Open Arms X account in English, March 8, 2024; BBC, March 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

!
3 An NGO from Badalona, Spain, whose main mission is to protect illegal immigrants at sea fleeing 
from war, persecution or poverty, and trying to reach Europe, and to rescue the immigrants' boats. 
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Loading the aid onto the ship (Open Arms X account in English, March 8, 2024) 

! Jordanian Air Force planes dropped humanitarian aid at several sites in the northern Gaza 

Strip, in cooperation with American, French, Belgian and Egyptian planes (al-Jadeed TV, 

March 9, 2024). 

! Al-Jazeera TV aired a program about the benefits of airlifting aid. It showed aid being 

airlifted sporadically and without planning, and a considerable amount was observed falling 

into the sea or beyond the borders of the Gaza Strip. In addition, some of it has fallen on 

local residents and killed and injured a number of them. Furthermore, according to report, 

the aid does not resolve the shortage because it constitutes only 25% of the contents of one 

truck. A resident of the northern Gaza Strip who was interviewed said that at most the aid 

was only "a drop in the ocean." He said aid was scarce and many residents who go to the 

beach returned home empty-handed (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, March 10, 2024). 

! Mazen al-Najjar, the mayor of Jebalya, also said that the airlifted aid did not meet the 

need and the solution was to open the crossings. He said food was very expensive, even if it 

had passed its expiration date (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, March 9, 2024). 

The American initiative to construct a temporary dock for 
unloading humanitarian aid  
! American President Joe Biden announced that he had directed the army to lead an 

emergency mission to construct a temporary dock on the Gaza shore where humanitarian 

aid could be unloaded from ships. He noted that American forces would not be present 

inside the Gaza Strip during its construction or the transfer of aid. He also addressed Israel's 

leaders and said that humanitarian aid could not be subject to negotiation (Reuters, March 

8, 2024). According to experts, the construction of the temporary dock will take about 60 

days and involve more than 1,000 American troops. Patrick S. Ryder, department of defense 

press secretary, said that once the new facility was established would be able to provide 
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more than two million meals a day (Agence France-Presse, March 8, 2024). Senior American 

officials said that they would seek to coordinate with Israel regarding the transfer of aid, but 

the mission would move forward even if Israel did not participate in it (The Wall Street 

Journal, March 7, 2024). 

! The United States military's Central Command (CENTCOM) announced that in fewer than 

36 hours after President Joe Biden's announcement, forces sailed for the eastern 

Mediterranean in the Besson logistics ship. The ship is carrying equipment to establish a 

temporary dock that will provide "vital humanitarian aid" to the Strip (CENTCOM X account, 

March 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Besson sails toward the eastern Mediterranean (CENTCOM X Account, March 9, 2024) 

 

! In response to reports of Biden's intention, Stephane Dujarric, spokesman for the UN 

secretary general, said that the international community should focus on increasing 

humanitarian aid to the Strip by land, but "of course" any way to bring aid into the region 

was "welcome." He emphasized that the entry of aid by land was economical in terms of 

costs and volume and that what was required was additional land entry points in the field 

(Reuters, March 7, 2024). David Cameron, the British foreign secretary, said that the plan 

would take time and therefore, in his opinion, Israel had to open the port of Ashdod 

(Reuters, March 8, 2024). 

! Meanwhile, Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European Commission, announced 

that she expected the maritime aid route between Cyprus and the Gaza Strip to start 

operating early next week. She said the first food aid shipment through the route might 

leave Cyprus immediately as an experiment (Reuters, March 8, 2024). 

! A spokesman for the Hamas government said that the United States' plan to build a 

temporary dock off the coast of Gaza to provide humanitarian aid was a step in the right 

direction, and Hamas government bodies were prepared to help distribute the aid. However, 
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he added that the proposed plan was not the shortest or easiest way to provide aid and that 

several questions remained regarding the logistics and who would operate the dock. He 

claimed the United States had to pressure Israel into opening all land, sea and air borders to 

allow the residents to receive what they needed. He rejected Israel's claims that aid entering 

the Strip would benefit Hamas fighters, and said that Israel, as an occupying power, had an 

obligation under international law to care for the lives of civilians. He claimed Hamas was 

not a group of fighters but a "legitimate representative" of the "vast majority" of 

Palestinians, and its main goal was [allegedly] to ensure aid reached the Palestinians (al-

Jazeera TV English website, March 9, 2024). 

! In Hamas, there were those who welcomed the United States initiative but there were also 

those who attacked it: 

! Muhammad Nazzal, a member of Hamas' political bureau, claimed it was all 

difficult to understand. He said that they welcomed the construction of the dock, but 

did not understand how the American administration would force Israel to agree to its 

construction while it did not pressure Israel to open the crossings. He claimed the 

American position was very contradictory and incomprehensible. He later added that 

all the details regarding the operation of the dock, and the dispersal and distribution 

of the aid after its arrival, were unclear (al-Jazeera Mubasher TV website, March 8, 

2024). 

! Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas member, said there was a political plan behind 

President Biden's statement about establishing a dock in Gaza, where regional forces 

would enter and cooperate with Israel in establishing control and managing the affairs 

of the Gaza Strip. He claimed that if the United States wanted to help, it should not 

build a dock, it should stop the supply of weapons to Israel and stop vetoing [anti-

Israeli] Security Council resolutions (al-Manar TV X account, March 7, 2024). 

! Mahmoud Mardawi, a senior Hamas member, said that Hamas had not received 

details about the proposed dock and could not comment or present a position on 

something that had not reached them officially through the mediators. He said when 

the details arrived officially Hamas would convey its position. However, he reiterated 

yet again that "the day after" would be determined by the Palestinian people, and the 

Palestinians would have no objections if someone wanted to provide aid, subject to 
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the sovereignty of the Palestinians on their land (Arab World Press News Agency 

(AWP), March 8, 2024). 

! Taher al-Nunu, media advisor to Isma'il Haniyeh, said they did not have sufficient 

information about the matter. He said that in principle they were in favor of any aid that 

reached the Palestinian people without negative consequences (al-Jazeera Mubasher 

YouTube channel, March 9, 2024). 

! Ramzi Rabah, a member of the PLO Executive Committee, claimed it was an American 

"lie and fraud." He said he did not believe the United States could not open a safe passage to 

bring aid into the Gaza Strip through Egypt or open other crossings for the entrance of trucks 

carrying humanitarian aid (AWP website, March 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making fun of Biden's decision to establish a dock in Gaza, which will ultimately be under 
Israel's full supervision and surveillance (al-Quds, March 9, 2024) 

 

Enlisting leadership in the Gaza Strip as an alternative to 
Hamas  
! Rami Abdo4 a member of the PLO's Executive Committee, claimed that international 

institutions were playing with fire in the Gaza Strip and meeting with clans to convince them 

to form militias to secure the arrival of American, Israeli and UAE aid. He said they were 

crossing the borders of their work and role, and engaging in the blatant implementation of 

the Israeli agenda (Rami Abdo's X account March 8, 2024). Surfers who responded asked to 

know which organizations he was referring to, but he did not specify. 

!
4 Rami Abdo was born in the Gaza Strip and is the founder and chairman of the Euro-Med Human 
Rights Monitor), which he established in Geneva in 2011. He holds a doctorate in law and finance from 
the University of Manchester. In September 2020, former Defense Minister Benny Gantz signed an 
order to restrict the transfer of property and funds to Rami Abdo, since he was a member directorate 
of IPALESTINE, a designated terrorist organization which operates in the UK, belongs to Hamas and 
works on its behalf. Abdo denied these accusations and said that he would take legal action  
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! Isma'il al-Thawabta, the general director of Hamas' government media office, who shared 

the above tweet, wrote the "So far, international officials, under the direction of Israel, have 

held 12 meetings with mukhtars and clans in the Gaza Strip to find someone to manage the 

Gaza Strip after the war. All the clans to which the proposal was made announced their 

absolute refusal because they opposed Israel's plots aimed to harm the Palestinian internal 

front" (al-Thawabta's X account, March 9, 2024). 

! Taher al-Nunu, Isma'il Haniyeh's media advisor, asked about Israel's efforts to support 

alternative forces that would govern the Gaza Strip instead of Hamas, said that getting rid of 

Hamas was not feasible and there was no future for any government that Israel tried to 

impose on the Palestinian people (al-Jazeera Mubasher website, March 10, 2024). 

Speech by Abu Obeida  
! On March 8, 2024, Abu Obeida, spokesman for the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades, Hamas' 

military-terrorist wing, gave a recorded video speech. He claimed that the Palestinian 

people, who were facing Zionist-American "aggression" unprecedented in history, carried 

out the "October 7 attack" [the October 7, 2023, terrorist attack and massacre] in response 

to [alleged] "aggression" that had been ongoing for decades, culminating in an [alleged] 

attempt to Judaize and "destroy" al-Aqsa Mosque. He claimed that before October 7 Israel 

had planned what it was currently doing in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria, and in 

Jerusalem, based on a [nonexistent] biblical "tradition" that "openly called for the burning 

of other nations." He emphasized that Operation al-Aqsa Flood laid the foundations for a 

"new phase on a global level," entitled "a right can only be taken by force." 

! He claimed that the "fighters" [terrorist operatives] of Hamas and the military wings of 

other "organizations" were fighting for the 154th day, causing the IDF heavy losses in officers 

and soldiers, "mercenaries" and armored vehicles. He claimed that as long as the 

"aggression" on their land continued, Israel would not enjoy peace or bring security to its 

people before it gave the Palestinian people their rights and ended the occupation of their 

land and holy places. He claimed that the "fighters" were in their positions and continued to 

face "aggression" wherever there was combat, their morale was high and their fighting sprit 

second to none. He claimed that during the last three weeks select military wing units had 

carried out a large number of "high-quality" operations.  

! Abu Obeida said that on the occasion of the beginning of the month of Ramadan, the 

Islamic nation, which has two billion people, was facing an enemy who did not care about 
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the sanctity of al-Aqsa Mosque, and planned, even if it claimed otherwise, to impose 

restrictions on worship, in continuation of its "declared religious war." He called on all 

Palestinians in Judea and Samaria, in Jerusalem and in Israel to mobilize and march 

towards al-Aqsa Mosque, and not to allow Israel to enforce its conditions. He emphasized 

that al-Aqsa Mosque was part of their faith, and that for its sake Operation al-Aqsa Flood 

"began," and for its sake every house in the Gaza Strip sacrificed a martyr, someone 

wounded or prisoner. He called for the declaration of mobilization to confront Israel's 

"arrogance" on every battlefield and confrontation and in every scene of protest and 

demonstration, under the call "At your command, al-Aqsa," and emphasized that the month 

of Ramadan should be as it always was, a continuation of the Battle of Badr and the 

conquest of Mecca, and the escalation of Operation al-Aqsa Flood in the arenas and on the 

fronts inside " Palestine" and outside of it (almayadeen.net, March 8, 2024; aljazeera.net, 

March 8, 2024; Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, March 8, 2024). 

! After Abu Obeida speech, Khaled Safi, a Palestinian who emigrated from the Gaza Strip 

and defines himself as "a social media influencer" (his X account has 238 thousand 

followers), published a picture from his October 16, 2023 speech and a photo from his March 

8, 2024 speech, and wrote that the size of his body had changed in 145 days. He said it 

"proved" he was living in the tunnels in conditions more difficult than those who lived above 

ground, and the claims that people who lived in the tunnels enjoyed good food, or stole 

humanitarian aid, or had prepared shelters for themselves and left others to deal with the 

destruction were "Zionist lies" (Khaled Safi's X account, March 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abu Obeida. October 16, 2023 (right), March 8, 2024 (left)  
(Khaled Safi's X account, March 9, 2024)  
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The Northern Arena 

Hezbollah attacks 
! Over the weekend of March 8-10, 2024, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 25 attacks 

using anti-tank missiles, cannons, Katyusha, Falaq 1 rockets and Burkan rockets, whose 

warheads weigh between 300 and 500 kilograms (between 660 and 1,100 pounds) and UAVs 

(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, March 8-10, 2024). 

IDF response 
! In response to Hezbollah's attacks, Israeli Air Force fighter jets attacked Hezbollah targets 

in south Lebanon, including a military building in the Mirwaheen area, a terrorist 

infrastructure in the Labouneh area and a military post in the Aita al-Sha'ab area, from 

which rockets were launched at Israeli territory. Fighter jets also attacked a Hezbollah 

military headquarters in the Mansouri area and another headquarters in the Bint Jbeil area. 

Also attacked were a military building in the Tallouseh area, a military building in the Majdal 

Kafra area, and a terrorist infrastructure in the Mhaibib area (IDF spokesperson, March 8-9, 

2024). 

! IDF forces intercepted a Hezbollah explosive drone detected crossing from Lebanese 

territory in the Upper Galilee. An unmanned Hezbollah aircraft from Lebanon fell in the 

Hermon area (IDF spokesperson, March 7, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on a terrorist facility of Hezbollah in the Aita al-Sha'ab area. Left: Attack on a 
headquarters in the Kafra area (IDF Spokesman, March 9 and 10, 2024) 
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Right: Attack in Kafra (Fouad Khreiss' X account, March 9, 2024). Left: Attack in Majdal Zoun 
(Lebanon News X account, March 9, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack in Bar'asheet (X account of Fouad Khreiss, March 8, 2024). On the left: Attack in 
Aitaroun (fado Bint al-Ard X account, March 7, 2024)  

Hezbollah fatalities 
!Hezbollah reported the deaths of seven operatives, all from south Lebanon (Hezbollah's 

combat information Telegram channel, March 7-10, 2024). According to the names of three 

of the operatives, they were apparently a father and his two sons, all three Hezbollah 

operatives. In ITIC assessment, they were killed in an attack on their temporary home in 

Khirbet Selem, where they had moved from Balida. 

!Fadi Mahmoud Dawi, aka Jihad, born in 1976, from Aitaroun. 

!Hadi Mahmoud Hijazi, aka Haidar, born in 2004, from Balida. 

!Fadel Abbas Kaour, aka Jawad, born in 2003, from Balida. 

! Ali Amin Marji, aka Falah, born in 1974, from Balida. 

!Ja’far Ali Marji, aka Radwan, born in 1968, from Balida. 

! Ali Ja'far Marji, aka Abu Ja’far, born in 1993, from Balida. 

! Hassan Ja'far Marji, aka Baqer, born in 1996, from Balida. 
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Hezbollah fatalities (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, March 10, 2024) 

 

!An Israeli attack was reported in Khirbet Selem (al-Akhbar X account, March 9, 2024). A 

father, a mother and their two sons were reportedly killed, and nine people were wounded 

(al-Mayadeen, March 9, 2024). They were displaced persons from one of the villages in south 

Lebanon (Fouad Khreiss' X account, March 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attack in Khirbet Selem (al-Akhbar X account, March 9, 2024) 

Residents of south Lebanon 
!The United Nations International Organization for Migration (IOM), which monitors the 

movements of displaced persons around the world, issued a report saying that the number 

of displaced persons from south Lebanon since the beginning of the tension in the region 
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stood at about 91,000, about half from the Bint Jbeil area (website of the International 

Organization for Migration, March 7, 2024). 

!Hezbollah reportedly allocated about $20 million a month for the needs of the displaced 

persons. The organization pays their rent and gives each family between $100 and $200 a 

month. Regarding material damage. about 1,300 houses have been completely destroyed, 

2,000 severely damaged, and about 3,000 slightly damaged. In addition, about 100,000 

dunams (about 25,000 acres) and 500,000 trees were damaged (Huna Lubnan / This is 

Lebanon, March 10, 2024). 

Hezbollah-Hamas relations 
!According to Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas member, Hezbollah entered the war on 

October 8, 2023, without waiting for Hamas to ask. He said there was contact and constant 

consultation between the Hamas and Hezbollah leaderships. He described the relationship 

as "a partnership of brothers, not the hegemony of one but a partnership of equals." He also 

said Israel was threatening that after the Gaza Strip, it would expand its activity to other 

arenas. However, Israel knew, he said, that it could not and if it did the results would be 

disastrous (al-Manar TV X account, March 7, 2024). 

The Lebanese government 
!According to the Lebanese daily al-Akhbar, Israel set a deadline for a political agreement 

with Lebanon and informed Western countries that if an agreement with Lebanon was not 

reached by March 15, Israel would prepare to escalate in Lebanon while increasing military 

activity in the region. Israel denied the report.  

! "Sources" reported that Amos Hochstein, the American mediator, stopped his mission, 

decided to return home, and instructed his aide to monitor the contacts in Beirut. They said 

Hochstein would not return to Lebanon unless there was an agreement for a truce. They said 

Hochstein's proposal had been abandoned due to the collapse of the negotiations in Cairo 

for hostage deal and a ceasefire. The "sources" claimed that Israel's threats to start a war on 

March 15 were a recurring theme in its psychological warfare against the “resistance.” They 

claimed Hezbollah was not interested in war, but not at any cost, and would not turn a blind 

eye to Israel's attacks (al-Akhbar, March 8, 2024). 

! Na’im Qassem, Hezbollah's deputy secretary-general, speaking at a ceremony in Beirut, 

addressed Lebanese reports that Israel would attack Lebanon on March 15 if an agreement 

was not reached, saying that if Israel attacked, they would "break Israel and its allies’ legs.” 
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He said Hezbollah was not threatening, but rather preparing for the day when Israel decided 

to expand its campaign (Na’im Qassem's X account, March 7, 2024). 

!Hassan Fadlallah, a member of Hezbollah's parliamentary faction, referring to Israeli 

threats to start a war, said they understood Israel wanted to end the war, but the 

“resistance” was prepared for all scenarios. He added that they did not see a large-scale war 

on the horizon, but the “resistance” was preparing as if the war would begin tomorrow (al-

Nashra, March 9, 2024). 

! Ali Hassan Khalil, political aide to Nabih Berri, speaker of the Lebanese parliament, 

reportedly went to Qatar to meet with senior Qatari officials to discuss the issue of the 

Lebanese presidency and the situation in south Lebanon (al-Joumhouria, March 8, 2024). 

 

 

Israel, Judea and Samaria 

Terrorist attacks 
!On the afternoon of March 8, 2024, shots were fired at an IDF checkpoint near Homesh 

(northwest of Nablus). An IDF force at the scene chased the shooters and entered the nearby 

village of Silat ad-Dhahr. When the force entered, an IED was detonated and seven fighters 

were wounded (Israeli media, March 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detonation of the IED against the IDF force in Silat ad-Dhahr 
(QudsN X account, March 8, 2024) 

 

! The Jenin Battalion of the PIJ's military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for the attack 

in the Homesh area and reported that the battalion operatives had lured several IDF soldiers 

into an ambush and attacked them by detonating an IED. Reportedly, there were dead and 

wounded (Jenin Battalion Telegram channel, March 9, 2024). The PIJ praised the attack, 
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saying "This heroic act strikes the occupation again." The PIJ said they would continue 

operations against Israel, which should prepare itself for what was coming during Ramadan 

(PIJ Telegram channel, March 9, 2024). 

! Hamas praised the attack, saying it showed the Palestinian people's firm belief in the 

“resistance” as the only way to respond to the [alleged] "crimes of the occupation and 

massacres in the Gaza Strip" and its threats against worshippers at al-Aqsa Mosque during 

Ramadan. Hezbollah claimed its operatives were always ready to inflict painful blows on 

Israel, which would intensify during Ramadan (Hamas Telegram channel, March 8, 2024). 

Counterterrorism activities  
!The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities in Judea and Samaria, 

detaining three wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war, about 3,500 wanted 

Palestinians have been detained, including about 1,500 Hamas operatives (IDF 

spokesperson’s X account, March 10, 2024). 

!On the night of March 9, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in Silat ad-Dhahr and al-

Fandaqumiya (northwest of Nablus), where on March 8, 2024 an IED was used to attack an 

IDF force. The forces also operated in al-Bireh and Birzeit (north of Ramallah), where they 

detained three wanted Palestinians (IDF spokesperson’s X account, March 10, 2024). Before 

dawn on March 8, 2024, the forces operated in al-Sila al-Harithiya, northwest of Jenin, killing 

Muhammad Adel Muhammad al-Shalabi, a PIJ terrorist operative involved in planning and 

carrying out terrorist attacks, including shooting attacks, the detonation of IEDs and the 

transfer of funds to finance terrorist activity (IDF spokesperson’s X account, March 8, 2024). 

The Palestinian media reported that Muhammad al-Shalabi was wanted by Israel and was 

killed after his house was surrounded and there were exchanges of fire with the Israeli forces 

(Palinfo X account, March 8, 2024). 
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Muhammad al-Shalabi (Palinfo X account, March 8, 2024) 

 

Friday prayers  
!According to an Anadolu News correspondent, about 20,000 worshippers attended Friday 

prayers on the Temple Mount on March 8, 2024, despite continued Israeli restrictions and 

checkpoints placed in and around east Jerusalem. Sheikh Muhammad Salim, the al-Aqsa 

Mosque preacher, called on worshippers to come to al-Aqsa Mosque during Ramadan and 

the rest of the year (Anadolu News, March 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Prayer (@palestine_graph X account, March 8, 2024) 

 

Solidarity with the Gaza Strip  
!In Ramallah and al-Bireh, after Friday prayers, a march was held in support of the Gaza Strip 

and the “resistance,” attended by dozens of Palestinians. The participants chanted slogans 

in support of the “resistance,” against the Oslo Accords and security coordination with 

Israel, and praise for Lebanon and Yemen. Palestinian and Hamas flags were waved. Ramzi 

Rabah, a Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine member of the PLO's 
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Executive Committee, who participated in the march, said what was currently necessary 

was to use the dialogue in Moscow as a basis for the unification of all the Palestinian forces 

in confronting and resisting Israeli “aggression.” He called for pressure to be exerted on the 

United States administration and Arab countries to lift the "siege" and provide safe corridors 

to bring aid into the Gaza Strip. He called on them to use all possible means to exert 

pressure on Israel and send a message to the Americans that otherwise, their interests 

would not be safe (al-Araby al-Jadeed, March 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The march in Ramallah, attended by PLO Executive Committee member Ramzi Rabah (pictured 
on the right) (al-Araby al-Jadeed, March 8, 2024) 

 

 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 
! Mahmoud Abbas, PA chairman, appointed Hussein Hamail governor of the Jericho and 

Jordan Valley District (Wafa, March 7, 2024). On March 9, 2024, Abbas swore in the new 

governors of the districts of Jenin, Hebron, Nablus, Jericho and the Jordan Valley, 

Bethlehem and Tubas (Fatah Telegram channel, March 9, 2024). 

!Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, met in his office in 

Ramallah with a small committee of members of Fatah's Executive Committee and Central 

Committee, a committee recently established at a meeting of the Palestinian leadership. 

Those present discussed ways to end the war in the Gaza Strip, help its residents and 

prevent their emigration, and to increase its activity in the international arena (Wafa, March 

9, 2024). 
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Meeting of the small committee in Hussein al-Sheikh's office in Ramallah (Wafa, March 9, 2024) 

!Following American President Joe Biden's State of the Union Address, Mahmoud Abbas' 

office expressed its satisfaction and appreciation, stating the speech was in line with the 

Palestinian situation and demands as conveyed by Mahmoud Abbas (Wafa, March 8, 2024). 

!Mahmoud al-Habbash, Mahmoud Abbas' advisor on religious affairs and Islamic 

relations, said Mahmoud Abbas would be the one to form the new government, which 

would be a technocratic government composed of independent people not affiliated with 

the Palestinian organizations. He called on Hamas to hand over control of the Gaza Strip to 

the PA. He added that the new government had to please all Palestinians, but that its source 

of authority would be the PA chairman, the PLO, and no one else inside or outside the 

Palestinian arena. A senior Palestinian source assessed that in March 2024 Mahmoud Abbas 

would entrust Muhammad Mustafa, chairman of the Palestinian Investment Fund, with the 

task of forming the new government (al-Sharq News, March 10, 2024). 

Iran 
! Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke with his Qatari counterpart, 

Badr Albusaidi, to discuss regional and international developments, including the situation 

in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The two discussed the emergency meeting of the 

foreign ministers of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah and stressed 

the need for a collective effort by Muslim countries to stop the war in the Gaza Strip and 

transfer humanitarian aid to the Strip (Mehr, March 8, 2024). 

! The Iranian foreign minister also spoke with his Qatari counterpart and prime minister, 

Mohammad bin Abdulrahman, and discussed the latest developments in the Gaza Strip 

and the region. They discussed proposals for a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and stressed that 

efforts and political activities had to be intensified to help the Palestinians (IRNA, March 9, 

2024). 
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!During a visit to Qatar, Ali Bagheri, Iranian deputy foreign minister, met with Mohammad 

al-Khulaifi, minister of state in the Qatari foreign ministry, to discuss developments in the 

Gaza Strip and Qatar's efforts to promote a ceasefire. During his visit to Doha, Bagheri also 

met with Enrique Mora, the EU's deputy foreign policy chief, and with Sven Koopmans, 

the EU's special envoy to the Middle East, to discuss developments in the Gaza Strip (Fars, 

March 8, 2024). 

 

Pro-Iranian militias 

Iraq 
! During the past few days, the Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for several 

attacks "in Israeli territory," part of what it called "the second stage of the resistance 

activities in support of our people in the Gaza Strip and in response to the [alleged] Zionist 

massacres of Palestinian civilians" (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, March 7-9, 2024). 

Among the attacks that it mentioned [which in reality did not occur] were: 

!UAV attack on a "military camp" at the airport in Rosh Pina 

!UAV attack on the oil refineries in Haifa  

!UAV attack on "Intelligence Base No. 1" in the northern Golan Heights 

Yemen 
!There has recently been an increase in Houthi activity. Yahya Saria, spokesman for the 

Houthi armed forces, said the Houthis had carried out an attack against the American ship 

Propel Fortune with naval missiles, as part of an operation against American destroyers in 

the Red Sea. He said the objectives of the operations had been achieved, and their 

operations would not stop until the “aggression” ceased and the siege of the Palestinian 

people in the Gaza Strip was lifted (Yahya Saria's Telegram channel, March 9, 2024).  

!There has also been an increase in the reactions of the United States military and coalition 

countries to these attacks. The United States Central Command (CENTCOM) reported 

several attacks against anti-ship missiles and UAVs launched from Houthi-controlled areas 

in Yemen at the Gulf of Aden. In total, the forces intercepted 28 UAVs (CENTCOM X account, 

March 7-9, 2024). American and British military forces also carried out airstrikes on Yemen's 

al-Hudaydah Airport (al-Masirah Network, March 7, 2024).  

!Grant Shapps, the British defense secretary, said that on March 8, 2024, the British 

destroyer HMS Diamond intercepted two UAVs launched by the Houthis (British defense 
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secretary's X account, March 9, 2024). The French military announced that they had 

destroyed four assault UAVs in the Gulf of Aden, contributing to protecting the True 

Confidence, which was towed after it was attacked on March 6, 2024, as well as other ships in 

the area. The Danish defense ministry said the Danish warship Iver Huitfeldt had 

intercepted four Houthi UAVs in the Red Sea (Reuters, March 9, 2024). 

!Houthi leader Abd al-Malik al-Houthi gave a speech regarding developments in the Gaza 

Strip and condemning Israel's actions and the American support of Israel. Referring to 

Houthi operations in the Red Sea, al-Houthi claimed that "these actions caused heavy 

economic damage to the Israeli enemy." He stressed that the only way to stop Houthi naval 

operations was to stop the “aggression” against the Gaza Strip. Al-Houthi noted that since 

the beginning of the war, the Houthis had carried out 96 operations, 32 of them directly 

against Israel, including attacks on 61 ships. He noted that new weapons had been used in 

the Houthis' recent operations, surprising the United States and Britain. He also praised the 

attack on a ship that killed three people, claiming that the precise strike had shocked the 

Americans (Abd al-Malik al-Houthi's Telegram channel, March 7, 2024). 

Houthi-Hamas Relations  
!According to a "senior member" of Hamas' military-terrorist wing, the Houthis (Ansar Allah) 

informed them that their latest escalation in the Red Sea was the result of Israel's intentions 

to attack Rafah and the continuation of Israel’s [alleged] "policy of starvation." According to 

the source, the Houthis asked Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades for their opinion regarding 

mediation for the release of the ship's crew, claiming that any decision regarding the ship 

and its crew would be made by the Brigades. The Houthis also informed the Brigades that 

their "strategic decision" was to continue the Red Sea campaign until the “aggression” 

ceased and the siege on the Gaza Strip was lifted. The source claimed that contact and 

coordination between the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades and the battlefronts in Lebanon, 

Yemen and Iraq had been ongoing since the first hours of Operation al-Aqsa Flood on 

October 7, 2023 (al-Jazeera TV website, March 7, 2024). 

!Senior Hamas member Osama Hamdan said the "brothers” in Yemen had made contact 

at an early stage with the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades leadership, and when attempts were 

made to negotiate the return of the ship held by the Houthis, the Houthi leadership informed 

the negotiators that the decision on the issue rested with Hamas, and discussions were held 

between Hamas and the Houthis. He noted that the Houthis' “resistance” [terrorist] activity 
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was not an emotional reaction but rather a calculated one (al-Manar TV X account, March 7, 

2024).  

Houthi military exercise 
! The Houthis' 35th Armored Brigade conducted a combined exercise of armored, artillery 

and infantry force dubbed "High Morale," which, according to the organization, was 

intended to prepare the forces for the "war of victory and holy jihad." The exercise included 

an attack on enemy concentrations and positions, combining artillery forces, explosive 

UAVs, armored forces, snipers and infantry units; setting up an ambush and planting IEDs. It 

also included simulating the takeover of Israeli positions using machine gun fire, explosive 

drones and rockets, as well as kidnapping soldiers from armored vehicles and the 

detonation of IEDs to attack vehicles. The exercise ended with chants, "Allahu akbar, death 

to America, death to Israel, a curse on the Jews, victory for Islam, at your command, al-

Aqsa!" (Houthi combat information X account, March 9, 2024; September 26 website, March 

9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launching rockets and using explosive drones (Houthi combat information X account, March 9, 
2024; September 26 website, March 9, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Firing from a machine gun mounted on an SUV. Left: Simulating taking over an American 
post (Houthi combat information X account, March 9, 2024; September 26 website, March 9, 

2024) 
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Right: Simulating the capture of an Israeli soldier. Left: Simulating taking over an American 
military vehicle (Houthi combat information X account, March 9, 2024) 

 
 

The Arab Arena 

Egypt 
! Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi gave a speech at a ceremony marking Martyrs' 

Day, saying they were working for Egypt's security and stability. Referring to the Palestinian 

situation, he said the events in the Gaza Strip were a challenge for Egypt and the entire 

region, and they could not turn their backs on the Palestinians. He stressed that the Rafah 

Crossing was open 24 hours a day and that they wanted to bring large quantities of aid into 

the Gaza Strip. He also said they would not hesitate to work to achieve a ceasefire and 

transfer aid, and would continue to act until the Palestinians established a sovereign state. 

He also noted that the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip could cost more than $90 billion (al-

Qahera, March 9, 2024).  

!Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry spoke with American Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken about coordination between Egypt and the United States regarding 

developments in the Gaza Strip. They discussed joint efforts for a ceasefire and a hostage 

deal. They also discussed developments in the Red Sea and their threat to international 

trade (Egyptian foreign ministry Facebook page, March 8, 2024). 

Morocco 
!On March 9, 2024, a demonstration was held in support of the Gaza Strip in front of the 

Moroccan Parliament building in Rabat. The demonstrators chanted slogans in 

condemnation of "Israel's [alleged] crimes" against Palestinian civilians (al-Arabi TV, March 

9, 2024). 
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Demonstration in support of Gaza in front of the Moroccan Parliament building 
 (al-Arabi TV, March 9, 2024) 

 

The International Arena 

United States  
!American Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister 

Faisal bin Farhan to discuss efforts to achieve a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip for at least six 

weeks as part of a deal that would include the release of hostages and the increase of 

humanitarian aid. Blinken pledged to continue close coordination with regional and 

international partners to promote calm during Ramadan and prepare for the post-conflict 

phase. He also affirmed the ongoing cooperation between international partners to protect 

freedom of navigation in the Red Sea (American Department of State website, March 9, 

2024). 

United Nations  
!On March 7, 2024, a delegation of bereaved families from the Gaza Strip visited UN 

headquarters in New York, the visit having been arranged by the Palestinian mission to the 

UN. They met with UN Secretary-General António Guterres, who said after the meeting 

that he had been greatly influenced by the "terrible stories" he heard from the families, 

some of whom had lost "more than a hundred relatives". He said a humanitarian ceasefire 

could not be delayed. Amar Bendjama, the permanent ambassador of Algeria, which is a 

member of the Security Council, arranged for the families to meet with the 15 Security 

Council members, who heard their testimonies about “the [alleged] barbarism of IDF forces 

and their crimes against defenseless civilians in the Gaza Strip." The families also met with 

the ambassadors of the Arab group and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) at the 

United Nations and held a press conference. They were accompanied at all meetings by 
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Riyad Mansour, the PA’s permanent representative to the UN, Majed Bamya, the PA’s deputy 

permanent representative, and Ambassador Fida Abdel-Hadi Nasser. Some of the families 

were Gazans who left the Strip during the war (Dr. Imad al-Tamimi, a physician at the 

European Hospital in Khan Yunis; Adam Abu Sharia, an engineer and pharmacist from Gaza; 

Fifi Saba from the Rimal neighborhood) and Palestinian residents of the United States who 

have families in the Gaza Strip (Jamila Abu Dalal, who has a family in the Zeitoun and Tal al-

Hawa neighborhoods; Hala Hejazi from San Francisco; and Dr. Rula al-Fara from Texas) (al-

Quds al-Arabi, March 7, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Palestinian delegation meets with the UN secretary-general and at a press conference at the 
end of the visit (al-Quds al-Arabi, March 7, 2024) 

UNRWA 
!Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA commissioner general, said he believed many people 

expected a very harsh response after October 7, 2023, which was an unprecedented 

massacre, but he did not think anyone expected them to "reach such levels of [alleged] 

inhumanity." Regarding the ties of UNRWA workers to Hamas, he said they were aware of the 

risk of violating neutrality, and claimed they had invested heavily in awareness, policy and 

prevention of such phenomena, due to the fact that their staff members had a "dual 

identity." Regarding the findings of the investigations into UNRWA, he said that it would be a 

"terrible betrayal" if his team were found guilty (The Telegraph, March 8, 2024). 

!According to an UNRWA report, agency employees were [allegedly] threatened and coerced 

by the Israeli authorities while in detention and pressured to "make false statements against 

the agency," including about ties to Hamas and that agency’s employees had participated in 

the October 7 atrocities. UNRWA's media director said the agency had planned to disclose 
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the information in an unpublished report to agencies inside and outside the United Nations 

that specialized in documenting possible human rights violations (Reuters, March 9, 2024). 

!After Canada suspended its aid to UNRWA at the end of January 2024, a Canadian 

government source said the country would lift its temporary cessation of funding to the 

agency because UNRWA played a vital role in the Gaza Strip (Reuters, March 8, 2024). 
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Overview1 
!The southern arena: The IDF forces continued their activity in the southern Gaza Strip in 

Khan Yunis' Hamad neighborhood. In the central Gaza Strip, the forces operated mainly 

against armed terrorist squads. Naval fighters in the northern Gaza Strip directed a combat 

helicopter to attack and destroy a vessel used by the terrorist organizations.  

!According to unofficial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 589 of them soldiers and officers; 130 civilian 

and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 

123 hostages have been released. 

!Negotiations for a hostage deal: After the Hamas delegation left Cairo, senior Hamas 

members stated that there was no specific date for its return to the talks. They denied reports 

that communications had been suspended between the Hamas leadership in the Gaza Strip 

and the "external" leadership and reiterated their demands. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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!Aid for the Gaza Strip: Airlifts of humanitarian aid from various countries continue. Israel's 

attempts for cooperation from clan heads in the Gaza Strip have allegedly failed. Hamas also 

warned against such attempts, calling them "treason." Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' 

political bureau, gave a speech for Ramadan in which he reiterated Hamas demands for a 

hostage deal. 

!The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for ten attacks, including two rocket 

barrages targeting the Meron and Hermon areas, allegedly Hezbollah's response to IDF 

attacks on Lebanese civilians. Four UAVs were launched simultaneously at a single target. 

!Judea and Samaria: The Israeli security forces operated in the Nur Shams, Tulkarm and 

Qalqilya refugee camps. 

The Southern Arena 

!Palestinian media outlets reported on IDF attacks during the past day. In Gaza City the IDF 

attacked in the Zeitoun, Tel al-Hawa and Sheikh Radwan neighborhoods. In the central Gaza 

Strip there were airstrikes in the Nuseirat refugee camp. In Khan Yunis IDF forces continued 

operations in the Hamad neighborhood (northwest of Khan Yunis) and in the villages east of 

Khan Yunis. In Rafah the IDF attacked in the east of the city and near the border with Egypt 

(Maan, March 11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An al-Jazeera TV presenter describes IDF activity in the Hamad neighborhood and Bani Suheila 
(eastern Khan Yunis) (right), and the IDF forces' creation of security strips in the north, east and 

south of Gaza City (left) (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, March 10, 2024) 

!The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued operations in the Hamad neighborhood in 

northwest Khan Yunis. They raided several apartments used for terrorist purposes, detained 

Hamas operatives and found weapons, including sniper rifles, barrels of explosives, grenades 

and tactical helmets, as well as intelligence materials. They also located a combat shaft where 

they found means for the production of weapons and a concrete factory which produced 
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tunnel components. The underground route and the factory were destroyed in an aerial 

attack. In the Qarara area, east of Khan Yunis, the forces attacked armed operatives in 

conjunction with the Israeli Air Force and with sniper and tank fire (IDF spokesperson, March 

11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weapons found in the Hamad neighborhood (IDF spokesperson, March 10, 2024) 

!Rami Abu Taima, correspondent for al-Jazeera TV in Khan Yunis, reported that IDF attacks 

continued in eastern Khan Yunis, especially in the Abasan and Bani Suheila areas. He said that 

there was constant fire even in the morning hours, despite the beginning of Ramadan. The 

Hamad neighborhood has been completely surrounded by IDF forces, who continue their 

activities (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, March 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rami Abu Taima, al-Jazeera TV correspondent in Khan Yunis, reporting on the situation in the 
district. He is apparently standing in front of the European Hospital, in east Khan Yunis (al-

Jazeera YouTube channel, March 11, 2024) 

!The central Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued fighting in the central Gaza Strip, mainly 

against armed terrorist squads operating in the area. During the past day the forces killed 

approximately 15 terrorists with sniper fire, Israeli Air Force strikes and in face-to-face clashes 

(IDF spokesperson, March 11, 2024). 
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Attack on armed Hamas terrorist operatives (IDF spokesperson, March 11, 2024) 

!Naval activity: In the northern Gaza Strip, Israeli Navy fighters directed a combat helicopter 

to attack and destroy a vessel used by the terrorist organizations (IDF spokesperson, March 

11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attack on a terrorist vessel (IDF spokesperson, March 11, 2024) 

Israeli casualties 
!According to unofficial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israelis have 

been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 589 of them are soldiers and officers (249 

since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 130 civilian and military 

hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 123 hostages 

have been released.  

The Palestinian perception of the fighting 
!Khaled Qadoumi, Hamas representative in Iran, met in the Mashhad Province with 

Ayatollah Ahmad Alam al-Hoda, the Iranian leader's representative in the Khorasan Province. 

Qadoumi told him that a large part of their fighting force was still waiting for the expansion of 

the IDF's operations and for the entry of Israeli forces into other parts of the Gaza Strip. He 

claimed that according to reports they had received from the field, American warplanes were 

openly participating in IDF strikes in the Gaza Strip. He noted Iran's support for the regional 
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"resistance," and claimed that the most important aid was the transfer of "knowledge," which 

made the regional "youth of the resistance" brave enough to face Israel [sic] (Mehr Agency in 

Arabic, March 10, 2024). 

The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement  
!After the Hamas delegation left Cairo, Husam Badran, a member of Hamas' political 

bureau, said there was still no specific date for its return to Cairo to resume negotiations for 

a ceasefire (CNN in Arabic, March 10, 2024). 

!"A source in Hamas" claimed the movement had no objections to preparing a list of the 

hostages in its hands who were still alive and whose fate was known and the squads 

responsible for "securing" them could be contacted. He claimed that during the most recent 

rounds of negotiations, Hamas had informed the mediators about the "serious health 

condition" of some of the hostages, despite "the [alleged] the attempts to save their lives." 

!The source also claimed Hamas' political and military leaderships were in full agreement, as 

well as with the other "organizations," regarding their "principles" [demands] for the 

negotiations. He claimed that the reports of differences of opinion between Yahya al-Sinwar, 

head of the Hamas political bureau in the Gaza Strip, and the external" political bureau, 

regarding the course of the negotiations, were "desperate attempts" by which Netanyahu 

sought to restore his image and reduce the internal Israeli pressure exerted on him. He 

claimed that despite reconnaissance planes circling over the Gaza Strip 24 hours a day, and 

the extensive intelligence assistance given to Israel by European countries, the Izz al-Din 

Qassam Brigades had secured a high-level leadership meeting of prominent field 

commanders with the movement's leadership to discuss the situation on the ground and the 

conditions of the residents of the Strip. He claimed the talk about the suspension of 

communications between al-Sinwar and the external leadership of the movement was 

baseless, adding that all the recently-announced positions had been accepted after full 

coordination between the movement's external and Gazan leaderships, and between Hamas 

and the other [terrorist] organizations (al-Araby al-Jadeed, March 11, 2024). 

!An "Egyptian source" described as knowledgeable about Egypt's efforts to reach a ceasefire 

reported that William Burns, the director of the CIA, had visited Cairo on March 8, 2024. 

According to the source, during the visit Burns discussed a proposal for Hamas to submit a 

"preliminary list" of the names of the hostages held by Hamas or of those who were still alive. 

"A source in Hamas" stated that the movement had no objection to preparing such a list and 
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noted that the political and military leaderships agreed, as did the other "organizations" (al-

Araby al-Jadeed, March 11, 2024). 

 

The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 
!The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported at 9:45 a.m., March 11, 

2024, that during the past day 67 Gazans had been killed and 106 wounded, bringing the 

number of dead since the beginning of the war to 31,112 and the number of wounded to 72,760 

(ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, March 11, 2024). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  
!Residents and displaced persons in Rafah said this year Ramadan was different from 

previous years. They said prices in the markets were very high due to the large number of 

residents in the Rafah area who had moved there because of the war. In addition, they claimed 

that special items, such as dates, where in short supply (Wafa YouTube channel, March 10, 

2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Preparations in Rafah for Ramadan (Wafa YouTube channel, March 10, 2024) 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  
!The Central Command of the United States Army (CENTCOM) reported that in cooperation 

with the Jordanian Air Force, their forces had airlifted humanitarian aid to the northern Gaza 

Strip. The packages included 11,500 meals and items such as rice, flour, pasta and canned 

goods. According to the announcement they would continue to help the Gazans (CENTCOM X 

account, March 10, 2024). 
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Airlift to the northern Gaza Strip (Petra, March 10, 2024) 

!On March 10, 2024, the UAE, in cooperation with Egypt, airlifted humanitarian aid to the 

northern Gaza Strip. According to the UAE air force ministry of defense, it was the seventh 

airlift jointly carried out in the northern Gaza Strip by the UAE and Egyptian air forces (al-Ayn, 

March 10, 2024). 

Recruiting leadership in the Gaza Strip as an alternative to 
Hamas 
!The al-Majd al-Amani website (either affiliated with or belonging to Hamas, which represents 

itself as specializing in "increasing security awareness"), reported that Israel, through 

intermediaries, had tried 12 times to meet with Gazan mukhtars and clans to convince them 

to manage the Gaza Strip after the war, but the intermediaries could not find one clan that 

accepted the offer. The website claimed such management would not materialize because of 

the firm stance of the Palestinian people and the "resistance," and that cooperation with the 

proposals was "national treason" which no one would agree to (al-Majd al-Amani website 

Telegram channel, March 10, 2024 ). 

!A "security source" stated that anyone would sabotaged the internal front in the Gaza Strip 

would be "smashed with an iron fist" by the "resistance leadership," which would not allow 

anyone to make "new rules." According to the source, all attempts to undermine security and 

stability in the Gaza Strip would fail because the "resistance" would not permit it. The source 

said that Israel's attempt to make contact with mukhtars and clans was an attempt to get 

them to work directly with Israel, and called it "national treason" which was not permissible. 

He also claimed history would show no mercy to anyone who worked with Israel during the 

war in the Gaza Strip (al-Majd al-Amani website Telegram channel, March 10, 2024).  

!The soi-disant "association of the Palestinian tribes, clans and families" announced they 

were not an alternative to any Palestinian political system, but one of the "national 
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components" supporting the "resistance" and protecting the home front against Israel. The 

association added that the Palestinian tribes, clans and families were an integral part of the 

fabric of Palestinian society, and they supported the "comprehensive resistance." According 

to the announcement, it was forbidden to cooperate with the enemy in recycling the "village 

associations" or in establishing clan systems that would serve Israel, and that anyone who 

participated would get the same treatment as Israel. It also emphasized that managing the 

affairs of the Palestinian people was an internal matter and a purely Palestinian right, and 

they would not allow anyone to interfere. 

!A source in one of the clans said that the office of the Israeli Coordinator of Government 

Activities in the Territories (COGAT) had contacted individuals from several clans in the Gaza 

Strip in an attempt to promote the plan for managing their territories, but so far it has not 

received a response. According to the source, the contacts focused on specific clans, 

especially in the Sabra, Zeitoun and Shejaiya areas in Gaza City, and especially those which 

had disputes with Hamas following the disarmament of the clans when Hamas took control 

of Gaza in 2007. Reportedly, Israeli government used international agencies to contact the 

clans under the guise of protecting the humanitarian aid. The source said that international 

officials present in the Gaza Strip had met with a number of clans during the past few days to 

enable the Israeli plan, but had met with failure. A "reliable source" claimed Hamas was aware 

of what Israel was attempting and dealt with issue "firmly." The source reported that a senior 

operative of the Hamas military wing was given the task of monitoring the issue with the clans 

in the northern Gaza Strip, and Hamas had already appointed "special committees" to 

prevent Israel from "restoring chaos" to the Gaza Strip (Arabi21 website, March 10, 2024). 

Speech by Isma'il Haniyeh  
!Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, gave a speech for the beginning of 

Ramadan, and related to the following:  

!Hamas operates on two synchronized fronts. The first is on the ground and led by the 

organizations, headed by Hamas' military wing, which "protects the Palestinian 

people" in all the combat areas of the Gaza Strip. The second is the political front, which 

is broad and focused on the negotiations for an agreement to end the war. From the 

beginning of the negotiations, through the mediators, Qatar and Egypt, they formulated 

three criteria: an agreement that would lead to the end of the war and a ceasefire; 
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translating the "firm stand, heroism and sacrifices" into real achievements for the 

Palestinians; and thwarting all the dubious plots related to "the day after" the war. 

!Based on the criteria, they determined five "principles" [demands] for an agreement: 

a comprehensive ceasefire and the end of the war; full withdrawal of Israeli forces from 

all areas of the Strip; full and unconditional return of the displaced persons to their 

former places of residence; all issues related to the humanitarian aspect; and a 

"respectable" hostage-prisoner exchange deal. Based on its "principles," Hamas 

demonstrated "great responsibility, a positive attitude and broad flexibility." 

!Israel has so far avoided giving guarantees and commitments, especially regarding a 

ceasefire and a complete IDF withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, but instead is talking 

about a redeployment inside the Gaza Strip. Israel has also not given a commitment 

regarding the return of the displaced persons to their former places of residence, but is 

talking about a gradual return whose details are unclear. Israel also Insists on staying 

on the al-Shuhadaa axis and bisecting the Strip and avoids a reasonable commitment 

to a hostage deal. In order to implement these "principles" and reach an agreement, 

three stages have to be accepted and there must be international guarantees. Hamas is 

open to continuing the negotiations and to any formula that will embrace the 

aforementioned "principles." 

!Israel claims that Hamas and the other "organizations" do not want to reach an 

agreement because they want to use the month of Ramadan to incite Judea and 

Samaria, the Israeli Arabs and the [Muslim] nation. The Palestinians and the [Muslim] 

nation have obligations and commitments during Ramadan and the rest of the year 

towards the Gaza Strip, Jerusalem and al-Aqsa Mosque. If the Palestinians receive, 

through the mediators, a clear commitment from Israel that it undertakes to withdraw 

and stop the "aggression" and agrees to the return of the displaced persons, they will 

be prepared to show "flexibility" regarding the hostages. 

!Referring to "the day after," Haniyeh said that the Hamas movement was monitoring 

the arrangements of the internal Palestinian situation and was more interested than 

ever in the unity of the Palestinian people and in rebuilding its political elements on 

correct foundations. Hamas' position on the issue is based on partnership, democracy 

and elections, and wants organize situation on three levels: reestablishing the source of 

national authority within the PLO through elections for the Palestinian National 
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Council; establishing a government of national consensus with specific tasks and for a 

limited period until general elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council, the 

"presidency," and the Palestinian National Council are held; and agreeing on a political 

plan for the Palestinian people (al-Araby TV YouTube channel, March 10, 2024). 

 

The Northern Arena 
Hezbollah attacks  
!During the past day, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for ten attacks using anti-tank missiles, 

firing cannon shells, rockets, including Katyusha rockets, Burkan rockets (with a warhead 

weighing 300-500 kgs) and UAVs (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, March 

10-11, 2024). 

!On the morning of March 10, 2024, a barrage of rockets was fired at the Meron area. 

According to Hezbollah, the rocket launch was carried out in response to Israeli attacks 

on villages and civilian homes, especially the airstrike on Khirbet Selem, in which a 

family was killed (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, March 11, 2024). 

In response, Israeli fighter jets attacked the launcher from which the attack was carried 

out in the Rashya al-Fukhar area. Another launcher was attacked in the Kunin area, from 

which rockets were fired at the Meron area (IDF spokesperson, March 10, 2024). 

! On the afternoon of March 10, 2024, another barrage of at least 30 rockets was fired 

at the Hermon region. There were no casualties and no damage was reported. Israeli Air 

Force aircraft attacked the launcher from which the rockets were fired (IDF 

spokesperson, March 10, 2024). 

! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on a Hezbollah launcher in Kunin. Left: Attack on the launcher from which rockets 
were fired to the Hermon region (IDF spokesperson, March 10, 2024) 



**!

"#$%&'!

! On the morning of March 11, 2024, four UAVs were launched at the anti-aircraft and 

missile defense headquarters at the IDF Kela Camp. It was the first time that four UAVs 

were launched simultaneously at the same target.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

An electro-optical Almas missile being fired at an IDF engineering APC at the Turmus post 
(Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, March 10, 2024)  

IDF response 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attack in al-Habbariyah (Ali Shoeib’s X account, March 10, 2024) 

 

Lebanese fatalities  
!The al-Fajr Forces, al-Jama'ah al-Islamiyya’s military wing, announced the deaths of three of 

its commanders (al-Jama'ah al-Islamiyya-Sidon X account, March 10, 2024): 

!Mohammad Jamal Ibrahim from al-Habbariyah (al-‘Arqoub) 

!Muhammad Riyad Muhyi al-Din from Beirut 

!Dr. Hussein Hilal Darwish from Shehim, in the al-Kharoub area 
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Right: The official announcement of the military wing of al-Jama'ah al-Islamiyya (al-Jama'ah al-
Islamiyya – Sidon X account, March 10, 2024). Left: Photos of those killed                                                            

(Aicha X account, March 10, 2024) 

 

Residents of South Lebanon 
!Al-Jadeed TV reported that Israel had distributed leaflets in south Lebanon stating Hezbollah 

was exploiting the civilian population. According to the leaflets, Hezbollah puts the lives of 

civilians and their families and homes at risk and brings its operatives and stores of weapons 

into their residential areas (al-Jadeed, March 11, 2024). Ali Shoeib, correspondent for the al-

Manar network in south Lebanon, referred to the distribution of the leaflets, saying that it was 

psychological warfare waged by Israel against the residents of south Lebanon and [allegedly] 

constituted "incitement." He called on Lebanese residents and media not to participate and 

asked them not to publish the leaflets (Ali Shoeib's X account, March 11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text of the leaflets dropped by IDF aircraft over south Lebanon (al-Jadeed, March 11, 2024) 

 

 

 



*#!

"#$%&'!

Israel, Judea and Samaria 
Counterterrorism activities  
! The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities in Judea and Samaria, 

detaining 20 wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war, some 3,500 wanted 

Palestinians have been detained, including about 1,500 Hamas operatives (IDF 

spokesperson’s X account, March 11, 2024). 

!On the night of March 10, 2024, Israeli security forces operating in the Nur Shams refugee 

camp in Tulkarm uncovered IEDs planted under the roads (IDF spokesperson's X account, 

March 11, 2024). The Palestinian media published a video showing an IDF bulldozer attacked 

with an IED during the activity in the camp (al-Arabi, March 11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: IDF forces and bulldozers enter the Nur Shams refugee camp (al-Jazeera YouTube 
channel, March 11, 2024). Left: Detonation of an IED to attack an IDF bulldozer in Tulkarm (al-

Arabi TV, March 11, 2024) 

!The forces also operated in Qalqilya, where they detained a wanted Palestinian and seized 

weapons and seven pipe bombs found in the vehicle of a Palestinian who shot at them. They 

also seized NIS 150,000 (a little over $41,000) intended to finance terrorist activity (IDF 

spokesperson’s X account, March 11, 2024). 

The month of Ramadan 
! Senior Hamas member Abdel Hakim Hanini issued a statement calling on the Palestinian 

people in Judea, Samaria and the Israeli territories to come to al-Aqsa Mosque during 

Ramadan, pray at the closest point to al-Aqsa Mosque, and "resist" the Israeli security forces 

(the "occupation") until Israel was forced to allow prayers at al-Aqsa Mosque. He called on 

them to "resist" by all means possible, thereby participating in Operation al-Aqsa Flood 

during Ramadan. He said Israel was afraid events would spin out of control because of the 

increase expected in the rate of terrorist attacks during Ramadan (Hamas in Judea and 

Samaria Telegram channel, March 11, 2024). 
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!Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, chairman of the supreme Islamic committee in Jerusalem and former 

mufti of Palestine, said that due to the Israeli restrictions, fewer than 10,000 worshippers had 

participated in the Tarawih2 prayers at al-Aqsa Mosque on the first night of Ramadan (al-

Mamlaka TV website, March 11, 2024). 

The prayer at al-Aqsa Mosque (TRT in Arabic X account, March 10, 2024) 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 
! The Wafa website, which is subordinate to Mahmoud Abbas' office, published an article 

commemorating and glorifying terrorist Dalal al-Mughrabi (who headed the Fatah squad that 

carried out the Coastal Road Massacre in Israel on March 11, 1978, killing 35 Israelis and 

wounding 71). The article was published on the occasion of the 46th anniversary of her death 

on March 11, reviewing her life, living in Beirut, joining the ranks of Fatah and commanding 

the squad under the direction of Abu Jihad (Wafa, March 11, 2024). 

Wafa website commemorating Dalal al-Mughrabi. The article is entitled, "46 years since the 
death of fighter Dalal al-Mughrabi" (Wafa, March 11, 2024)  

2 Sunnah prayers involving reading long portions of the Quran and performing many rakahs (cycles of 
prostrations required in Islamic prayer), which are performed only during Ramadan (Wikipedia). 
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Iran 
! Nasser Kanani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, said at his weekly press 

conference that Iranian humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip had been sent by sea to Egyptian 

ports in several stages as part of cooperation between the two countries' Red Crescent. He 

stressed that Iran could not send aid to the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip directly because of 

the Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip, but that did not prevent it from transferring aid through 

Egypt. Kanani alleged that Israel was employing hunger in the Gaza Strip as a weapon. He 

criticized the inaction of the international community, especially the UN and the Security 

Council, and referred to the American humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip as "ridiculous and 

symbolic" (Fars, March 11, 2024). 
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Overview1 
! The southern arena: The IDF forces continued their activity in the southern Gaza Strip, 

mainly in the Hamad neighborhood in the northwest of Khan Yunis and in the neighborhoods 

to the east of the city. In the central and northern Gaza Strip, the forces took action mainly 

against armed TERRORIST operatives and rocket launchers. Following the IDF spokesperson's 

announcement of the probable killing of Marwan Issa, acting commander of Hamas' military-

terrorist wing, the ministry of interior and national security in Gaza warned local residents to 

trust information issued only by ofÞcial Palestinian sources. Muhammad Nazzal, a member of 

the Hamas political bureau, said the truth of the IDF claims had not yet been proved and to 

rely on the version provided by Hamas' military wing, which had not yet issued a statement. 

! According to unofÞcial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 589 of them soldiers and ofÞcers; 130 civilian 

and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in  the Gaza Strip; 

123 hostages have been released. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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! Negotiations for a hostage deal: Hamas ofÞcials reported that no progress had been made 

and blamed Israel for causing attempts to reach an agreement before Ramadan to fail. 

! Humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip: Arab sources stated that the pier under construction 

for the delivery humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip was insufÞcient and that aid should also be 

brought in in additional ways. Senior sources in the Gaza Strip claimed the issue of the pier 

"was suspicious" and there were problems that had to be solved before its operation. 

! The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for eight attacks during the past day. 

On the night of March 11, 2024, Israeli Air Force Þghter jets attacked two Hezbollah aerial force 

compounds in the Beqa'a region. It was the second time since the beginning of the war that 

the Israeli Air Force attacked Hezbollah targets deep in Lebanon. In response, Hezbollah 

launched about 70 rockets at Israel. The Hezbollah secretary general met with a delegation of 

senior Hamas members led by Khalil al-Haya, Yahya al-Sinwar's deputy. 

! Judea and Samaria: Israeli security forces killed a terrorist operative in the village of Zeita 

near Tulkarm, who was en route to carry out a suicide bombing attack in Tel Aviv. A riße and 

an IED prepared for detonation were found in his possession. 

! The pro-Iranian militias : The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed its operatives had launched 

a UAV at Ben Gurion Airport; the launch was videoed and distributed by the "resistance." The 

Houthis reported attacking another ship in the Red Sea. 

! The Security Council: The Security Council convened to discuss the sexual assaults during 

the October 7, 2023 terrorist attack and massacre, following the report written by the UN 

Action against Sexual Violence in Conßict. 

! Italy : A cell of three Palestinians was detained, apparently with connections to the al-Aqsa 

Martyrs' Brigades in Judea and Samaria, which planned to carry out terrorist attacks. One of 

the detainees is wanted by Israel. 

The Southern Arena 
! Palestinian media reported on IDF activity during the past day. In the northern Gaza Strip, 

the Israeli Air Force attacked the Jebalya refugee camp. In Gaza City, the Air Force attacked 

the Zeitoun, Tel al-Hawa and Sabra neighborhoods. In the central Gaza Strip, the Air Force 

attacked the Maghazi refugee camp and Deir al-Balah. In Khan Yunis, the Air Force attacked 

the center of the city and the IDF attacked in the villages east of Abasan, Khiza'a, Bani Suheila 
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and Qarara. In Rafah, the IDF attacked in the Saudi Arabian neighborhood in the west of the 

city (Ma'an, March 12, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An al-Jazeera TV presenter describes the activities of the IDF forces in the Hamad and Qarara 
neighborhoods (right) and the Israeli Air Force strikes in the south and west of Gaza City (left) 

(al-Jazeera YouTube channel, March 11, 2024) 

! The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued operations in the Hamad neighborhood in 

the northwest of Khan Yunis, mainly raiding terrorist targets deep in the neighborhood. In a 

military structure, the forces located Kalashnikov assault rißes, ammunition and other 

military equipment. They also operated in Greater and Lesser Abasan and Qarara east of Khan 

Yunis, attacking terrorist targets from the air and on the ground, located near the Israeli towns 

and villages surrounding Gaza (IDF spokesperson, March 12, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IDF attacks in the Hamad area (IDF spokesperson, March 11, 2024) 
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Palestinian documentation of an IDF controlled explosion in Khan Yunis 
 (Shehab X account, March 12, 2024) 

! Northern and central Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued operations and with intelligence 

guidance, located a number of rocket launchers from which rockets were Þred at Israel; the 

launchers were destroyed. In another incident, two rockets were Þred at the Þghters, who 

located the operatives and directed an Israeli Air Force aircraft to attack them (IDF 

spokesperson, March 12, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Right: Attack on a Hamas terrorist facility. Left: Attack on a munitions warehouse (IDF 
spokesperson, March 12, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Israeli Air Force attack on the Zeitoun neighborhood in Gaza City 
 (Shehab X account, March 12, 2024) 
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! Palestinian media alleged that nine Palestinians were killed and 20 wounded by IDF forces 

who shot at residents waiting in Kuwait Square, in the south of Gaza City, for the arrival of 

humanitarian aid trucks from the southern Gaza Strip. The Hamas-controlled ministry of 

health in the Gaza Strip alleged that "shooting at hungry people" had become a daily routine 

(Shehab X account, March 12, 2024). 

Israeli casualties 
! According to unofÞcial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israelis have 

been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 589 of them are soldiers and ofÞcers (249 

since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 130 civilian and military 

hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 123 hostages 

have been released.  

Reactions to reports of the killing of Marwan Issa 
! The IDF spokesperson said there were increasing indications that Marwan Issa, a member 

of the Hamas political bureau, Muhammad Deif's deputy and acting commander of Hamas' 

military-terrorist wing, had been killed during Israeli security force attacks in the Nuseirat 

refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip. However, his death has not yet been ofÞcial conÞrmed 

(IDF spokesperson, March 11, 2024). 

! According to Muhammad Nazzal, a member of the Hamas political bureau, the claims 

have not been proved and Israel has not presented proof. He claimed the political bureau 

relied only on the version provided by Hamas military wing, body authorized to relate to such 

information. He claimed Hamas was a movement of "institutions" which did not rely on one 

person, no matter what his status or position in the hierarchy (al-Jazeera Mubasher website, 

March 12, 2024). 

! The "home front" platform of the Hamas ministry of interior and national security issued an 

"urgent warning" to local residents regarding Israel's announcements of the killing of senior 

members of the "resistance" [Palestinian terrorist organizations]. The announcement stated 

that Israel periodically announced the killing of high-ranking operatives, specifying the time 

and place but leaving the result in doubt. Therefore, the public was called on to trust 

information issued only by ofÞcial Palestinian sources and to avoid the Israeli media. 

According to the announcement, local residents had access to well-known media platforms 

which published ofÞcial, relevant news. The announcement claimed Israel left the door open 

to questions, and its intelligence ofÞcers focused on tapping the phones of the Palestinians in 
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the Gaza Strip to listen to conversations about their questions, all of which served Israel's 

interests. Palestinians were called on to demonstrate personal responsibility and not 

unknowingly contribute information to Israel. The message also emphasized that the IDF 

previously announced the death of several resistance leaders, announcements which later 

proved to be false, and the silence of the "resistance" was based on security reasons ("home 

front" platform Telegram channel, March 11, 2024). 

The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement  
! In response to the IDF spokesperson's statements that Hamas had sabotaged attempts to 

reach an agreement, Muhammad Nazzal, a member of the Hamas political bureau, said in 

response that the claims were baseless and that Israel was to blame for the failure to reach an 

agreement before Ramadan. He claimed Israel was trying to "blackmail" Hamas and had set 

"impossible" conditions. He said the negotiations had not stopped, but had recently stalled. 

The mediators were working to continue the negotiations and Hamas was "responsive" and 

cooperated with them. He said that the negotiations would stop only after Netanyahu met to 

their demands (al-Jazeera Mubasher TV, March 12, 2024). 

! Ali Abu Shaheen, a member of the political bureau of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ), 

said there was currently no news of progress in the negotiations. He said there was talk of a 

delegation going to Egypt and the talks with the mediators were continuing, but Israel's 

"stubbornness" hindered progress. He claimed it was impossible to continue negotiations 

and that pressure should be exerted on Israel. Hamas, he claimed had shown "great 

ßexibility." They had preconditions for a ceaseÞre before going to negotiations, there was 

opposition to dividing the solution into phases and they had made "many concessions" to 

protect the Palestinians. He accused Israel of "primary responsibility" for the failure of the 

negotiations and the United States administration of "secondary responsibility," because it 

could exert more pressure on Israel to agree to a complete ceaseÞre (Arab World Press News 

Agency (AWP), March 12, 2024). 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 
! The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported at 1:15 p.m., March 

12, 2024, that during the past day 72 Gazans had been killed and 129 wounded, bringing the 
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[alleged] number of dead since the beginning of the war to 31,184 and the number of wounded 

to 72,889 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, March 12, 2024). 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  
! Al-Jazeera TV reported the Spanish aid ship Open Arms had sailed from the port of Larnaca 

en route the Gaza Strip with a cargo of 200 tons of food, mainly ßour and rice. Technical issues 

delayed the ship's departure. At the moment it is not clear where the ship will dock to unload 

the aid, or if the matter has been coordinated with Israel (al-Jazeera TV X account, March 12, 

2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Spanish aid ship en route from Larnaca to Gaza al-Jazeera TV X account, March 12, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Right: Beit Lahia residents enter the sea to look for humanitarian aid which was dropped in the 
northern Gaza Strip. Left: Gazans wait on the beach to find the aid packages (al-Jazeera 

YouTube channel, March 11, 2024) 

! Mohammed bin Zayed, president of the UAE, spoke with Ursula von der Leyen, president 

of the European Commission. They discussed the importance of establishing the sea port to 

transfer humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. Bin Zayed said they were interested in 

cooperating with the EU to help the Palestinians, adding that a ceaseÞre had to be reached 

immediately and the expansion of the conßict avoided (UAE News Agency, March 12, 2024). In 

a conversation with Nikos Christodoulides, the president of Cyprus, Mohammed bin Zayed 

said that land, sea and aerial "humanitarian crossings" should be opened immediately to help 
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the Palestinians and provide them with the necessary protection and to ensure that the 

suffering of the Palestinians does not worsen (Ma'an News Agency, March 11, 2024). 

! "An Egyptian source" said that the Egyptian authorities had "concerns" regarding the 

construction of a sea pier, which could become a larger port and in turn affect the current 

situation and the border crossings between Egypt and the Gaza Strip. They were also 

concerned the pier would become an exit for Gazans to leave. According to the source, the 

Egyptian presidency cannot openly oppose the pier's construction because of the high level 

of coordination with the United States government and the EU (al-Araby al-Jadeed, March 12, 

2024). 

!  Muhammad Nazzal, a member of Hamas' political bureau, related to the pier and the 

concerns that it would be used by Palestinians to emigrate from the Strip. He noted that so 

far the project was vague, and therefore they could not determine a position until things 

became clear. He said there were questions which so far were unanswered, such as where the 

pier will be built, who will manage it, how will the aid be delivered, will the pier also be used 

for the import and export of goods and/or the movement of people and will it replace the land 

crossings. He noted that they were in favor of all genuine, serious plans to help the Palestinian 

people (al-Jazeera Mubasher TV website, March 12, 2024). 

! Ali Abu Shaheen, a member of the PIJ political bureau, said that the American 

administration's airlifts of humanitarian aid were "throwing dust in the eyes of the 

Palestinians," a form of deception, since the administration's position was clear, it always 

vetoed any demand for a ceaseÞre and encouraged Israel to continue the war. Therefore, 

airlifting aid did not relieve the United States of its responsibilities. Regarding the ßoating pier, 

he said that they were concerned because they did not trust the American administration, and 

they could see many risks. He noted that the construction aroused suspicion, especially when 

there were alternatives. He also said he wondered why the American administration did not 

pressure Israel to bring in the aid that has been piling up at the crossings, unless there was 

another purpose behind the establishment of the pier (Arab World Press News Agency (AWP), 

March 12, 2024). 

! Kazem Abu Khalaf, UNRWA spokesman in Jerusalem, said the way to bring aid into the 

Gaza Strip was clear to everyone, but the international community was unwilling to deliver it 

through the crossings. He said the crossings were the only way to facilitate the delivery of 

humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip (aljazeera.net , March 12, 2024). 
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Recruiting leadership in the Gaza Strip to replace Hamas  
! According to Muhammad Nazzal, the attempt to Þnd clans for transferring aid to the Gazans 

was a "futile" scenario, because they would not allow the implementation of a new program 

similar to the village associations which Israel established in the 1970s and early 1980s in 

Judea and Samaria, and which had failed miserably. No one in the Gaza Strip would agree to 

cooperate with Israel, and the clans would not agree to be a "Trojan Horse" which would be 

used to implement Israel's "plots" (al-Jazeera website from Basher, March 12, 2024). 

 

The Northern Arena 

Hezbollah attacks 
! During the last day, Hezbollah took responsibility for eight attacks using anti-tank missiles, 

rockets, and Burkan rockets, whose warheads weigh between 300 and 500 kilograms 

(between 660 and 1,100 pounds) and Þring shells (Hezbollah combat information Telegram 

channel, March 11-12, March 2024). 

! The more prominent events were the following: 

! On the afternoon of March 11, 2024, the presence of hostile aircraft in the northern 

Golan Heights was detected. Two aerial targets were identiÞed which crossed from 

Lebanon into Israeli territory and fell in open areas in the northern Golan Heights (IDF 

spokesperson, March 11, 2024). In response, on the night of March 11, 2024, Israeli Air 

Force Þghter jets attacked two Hezbollah air force facilities in the Beqa'a region (IDF 

spokesperson, March 12, 2024). It was the second time since the beginning of the war 

that the Air Force has attacked Hezbollah targets deep inside Lebanon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Israeli Air Force attack deep inside Lebanon territory (IDF spokesperson, March 12, 2024) 
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! On the morning of March 12, 2024, a barrage of about 70 rockets was launched at 

the Golan Heights and the Upper Galilee. Hezbollah reported that they launched 100 

Katyushas at the Israeli civil defense headquarters in Camp Kela, an artillery base in 

Yoav, and a number of artillery deployments. The objective of the attack was "to aid" 

the Palestinians and as a response to the Israeli attacks, the more recent of which was 

in the area of the city of Baalbek in which a civilian was killed (Hezbollah combat 

information Telegram channel, March 12, 2024). In response, Israeli Air Force Þghter jets 

attacked three launchers from which the rockets were Þred (IDF spokesperson, March 

12, 2024). According to Lebanese reports, the IDF attacked Hasbaya and Kfar Houla. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attack on the rocket launchers (IDF spokesperson, March 12, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attack in the Baalbek area (al-Manar, March 12, 2024) 

! Hezbollah reported several airstrikes in the vicinity of Baalbek and which injured six people 

(al-Mayadeen, March 12, 2024). Hezbollah later reported a death and several wounded in the 

attack (al-Manar, March 12, 2024). It was also reported that the attack targeted a building in 

the town of Ansar south of Ba'albek, where a center of the Lebanese ministry of industry 

operated. 
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IDF response 
! Israeli Air Force warplanes also attacked Hezbollah terrorist targets in the areas of Aita al-

Sha'ab, and Naqoura, Jibbayn, and Taybeh in south Lebanon. Artillery attacks and tank Þre 

also attacked Aita al-Sha'ab (IDF spokesperson, March 11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Right: Attack in the Aita al-Sha'ab area. Left: Attack in the Naqoura area (IDF spokesperson, 
March 11, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Right: Attack in al-Khiyam (Lebanos X account, March 12, 2024). Left: Attack in Bint Jbeil (Ali 
Shoeib's X account, March 12, 2024) 

! Lebanese sources reported an attack on the highway in the Riyaq-Ba'albek area (Fouad 

Khreiss' X account, March 12, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attack on the Riyak-Ba'albek highway (Fouad Khreiss' X account, March 12, 2024) 
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Hezbollah casualties 
! Hezbollah reported the death of operative Ali Muhammad Zein, aka as Bilal, born in 1991 

from Suhmour, in the Lebanon Valley (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, 

March 11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ali Muhammad Zein (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, March 11, 2024)  

 

! According to reports, the operative killed in the Air Force attack in the Ba'albek area was 

Mustafa Gharib, a player in the Ba'albek youth football team, who was staying at a friend's 

house (Lebanese News Agency NNA, March 12, 2024). Hezbollah in the Lebanon Valley issued 

a mourning notice for his death (Nasseem Center, March 12, 2024). Mustafa Ali Gharib 

previously participated in a propaganda video of the Nasseem Center as a wounded person 

(a pro-Hezbollah social network account which posts notices and videos) (Nasseem Center, 

March 12, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mourning notice issued for Mustafa Ali Gharib (Nasseem Center, March 12, 2024)  
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 Mustafa Ali Gharib plays the part of a wounded Hezbollah operative in a propaganda video 
(Nasseem Center, March 12, 2024) 

 

Residents of south Lebanon 
! Following the IDF attacks, Hezbollah channels issued a call to the entire Lebanese public, 

stating, "Honorable people, we beg you, our respected people, to preserve your safety, please 

stay away from the places that were attacked, do not approach them, do not hold gatherings 

near them. Please, leave the efforts to the relevant parties entrusted with the task. Your 

nobility is a source of pride, but your life is more important than anything and it is the 

responsibility of all of us to protect it" (Nasseem Center, March 12, 2024)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)Nasseem Center, March 12, 2024( 

The Lebanese army 
!The Lebanese army's Southern Litani Command informed UNIFIL that the army had stopped 

holding joint patrols south of the Litani River after one of them had come under fire during an 

Israeli attack two days previously (al-Jadeed, March 12, 2024). 

Hezbollah-Hamas relations 
!Hezbollah secretary-general Hassan Nasrallah met in Lebanon with a senior Hamas 

delegation headed by Khalil al-Haya, a member of Hamas' political bureau and Yahya al-
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Sinwar's deputy. They discussed developments in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria, the 

fronts supporting Hamas, and the negotiations to stop the Israeli ÒaggressionÓ in the Gaza 

Strip (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, March 12, 2024). Khalil al-Haya 

headed the Hamas delegation in the Cairo talks for a ceasefire agreement and a hostage deal.  

Statements by senior Hezbollah members 
!Na'im Qassem, Hezbollah's deputy secretary-general, said they were prepared to respond 

and "resist" if there was any expansion of Israel's Òaggression.Ó He said Hezbollah's 

preparedness was high and it would continue its activities in support of the Gaza Strip 

residents until the ÒaggressionÓ in the Strip ended. He also said Hezbollah was determined to 

deter and embarrass Israel. As for Israel's statements about the army's preparations for a 

ground incursion into Lebanon, he said they did not want to comment on Israel's statements, 

whether they were serious or intended to frighten them (al-Nashra, March 11, 2024). 

 

Israel, Judea and Samaria 

Counterterrorism activities  
! The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities in Judea and Samaria, 

detaining ten wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war, about 3,500 wanted 

Palestinians have been detained, more than 1,500 of them Hamas operatives (IDF 

spokespersonÕs X account, March 12, 2024) 

! On the morning of March 12, 2024, Israeli security forces operating in the Jenin refugee camp 

detained three wanted Palestinians and found an M-16 rifle. One of the wanted Palestinians 

detained was Mahdi Fayyad, a PIJ operative from Jenin who was involved in terrorist activity, 

carrying out a shooting attack and throwing IEDs at Israeli security forces (IDF spokespersonÕs 

X account, March 12, 2024). An al-Jazeera correspondent reported that 25 Israeli military 

vehicles and a bulldozer had entered the refugee camp and surrounded one of the houses. 

There was an exchange of fire with armed Palestinians, with the Israeli forces firing a missile 

at the besieged house. A few hours later, the forces left the camp (al-Jazeera TV, March 12, 

2024). 
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Right: Israeli forces entering the Jenin refugee camp (al-Jazeera TV X account, March 12, 2024). 
Left: Smoke billows near the besieged house (al-Shejaiya X account, March 12, 2024) 

!During the night, the Israeli security forces operated in the village of Urif (south of Nablus), 

seizing four lathes for manufacturing weapons (IDF spokespersonÕs X account, March 12, 

2024). 

!On the evening of March 11, 2024, the security forces operated in the village of Zeita 

(northeast of Tulkarm). They killed Muhammad Jabr, from Jenin, who was on his way to carry 

out an attack, apparently a suicide bombing attack, in Tel Aviv. He was found in possession of 

a weapon and an IED ready for detonation (IDF spokesperson's X account, March 12, 2024). 

The Palestinian media reported that the Palestinian killed was Muhammad Jaafar Mustafa 

Jabr, 32 years old, from the town of Arraba, south of Jenin (Arab48 website, March 11, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mohammad Jabr (shireen.ps portal, March 11, 2024) 

Ramadan 
!The Palestinian department of religious endowments (waqf) in Jerusalem reported that 

despite the measures and restrictions imposed by Israel, about 35,000 worshippers had 

participated in the Tarawih2 prayer at al-Aqsa Mosque on the night of March 11, 2024 (Quds 

!
2 Sunnah prayers involving reading long portions of the Quran and performing many rakahs (cycles of 
prostrations required in Islamic prayer), which are performed only during Ramadan (Wikipedia). 
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Press, March 11, 2024). During Ramadan in 2023, at least 50,000 worshippers were reported to 

have participated in the Tarawih prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The prayer at al-Aqsa Mosque (right: Quds Press, March 11, 2024; left: FIMED website, March 12, 
2024) 

!As part of Israel's security measures, for the first time since 1967, barbed wire was erected on 

the wall near al-Aqsa Mosque near the Tribes Gate3 area (Palestinian Authority Jerusalem 

district Facebook page, March 11, 2024). 

 

Iran 
! During a visit to an elite IDF unit, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said that Iran was 

promoting showcase terrorist attacks against Israel from Judea and Samaria during the 

month of Ramadan. He said Iran was connected to everything happening in Judea and 

Samaria and was trying to push weapons, ammunition, guidance, information, deception and 

awareness into the Palestinian Authority (PA) territories (Ynetnews.net, March 11, 2024). 

!Ali-Asghar Khaji, senior advisor to the Iranian foreign minister, met in Tehran with Alexander 

Kinshchak, director-general for West Asian and North African affairs at the Russian foreign 

ministry, to discuss regional developments, including the situation in the Gaza Strip, Syria and 

Yemen. Khaji said Israel continued its attacks in the Gaza Strip because of American support 

and so far, it had not had any achievements in the war (IRNA, March 11, 2024). 

!Mohammad Mohammadi Bakhsh, head of the Iranian Civil Aviation Organization, announced 

the cessation of passenger flights from Iran to Syria due to "he situation." He noted that about 

50,000 pilgrims had been supposed to leave for Syria this year, but due to the "special 

circumstances" in Syria, passenger flights to Syria were halted (Aftab News, March 11, 2024). 

!
3 In the original post, "Bab al-Asbat." It probably refers to the Tribes Gate, located in the northeastern 
corner of the Temple Mount, near the Lions' Gate in the Old City wall.  
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!Esmail Qaani, commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps' Qods Force, told senior 

Iranian state broadcasters that the "Zionist regime" had always feared the actions of young 

Palestinians in the West Bank during the month of Ramadan, and that fear reached its peak 

this year. He praised the Hamas attack [terrorist attack and massacre] on October 7, 2023, 

saying the "war of resistance" was not waged only with weapons but also had to be rooted in 

faith. He claimed some of those who participated in the Hamas attack had a mission to "resist" 

[attack] the Zionists until their deaths (Tasnim, March 12, 2024). 

Pro-Iranian militias  
Iraq  
! The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for a UAV attack on March 11, 2024, 

against Ben Gurion Airport. According to the organization, the attack was carried out as part 

of the "second stage" of the confrontation with Israel (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, 

March 12, 2024). In reality, such an attack on Ben Gurion Airport did not occur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launch of a UAV at Ben Gurion Airport (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, March 12, 2024) 

Yemen  
! Yahya Saria, spokesman for the Houthi armed forces, said the Houthis had attacked the 

American ship PINOCCHIO in the Gulf of Aden with several naval missiles. He claimed, "the hit 

was accurate" (Yahya Saria's Telegram channel, March 12, 2024). 

! The United States Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that on March 11, 2024, between 

8:50 a.m. and 12:50 p.m., the Houthis fired two ballistic missiles at the Singaporean-owned 

ship PINOCCHIO, which flies the Liberian flag and was sailing in the Red Sea. The missiles did 

not hit the ship and no casualties or damage were reported (CENTCOM X account, March 12, 

2024). 
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!On March 11, 2024, between 2:50 and 11:30 p.m., CENTCOM forces carried out six airstrikes 

that destroyed an unmanned vessel and 18 anti-ship missiles (CENTCOM X account, March 12, 

2024). According to the Houthis, American and British forces carried out two airstrikes in the 

al-Durayhimi district in al-Hudaydah and four additional airstrikes in the al-Salif district (al-

Masirah Network, March 11, 2024). A spokesman for the Yemeni government reported that at 

least 11 people were killed and 14 wounded in the attacks (Reuters, March 12, 2024). 

 

The Arab Arena 

Jordan 
! Ayman al-Safadi, Jordanian foreign minister, said at a press conference that Ramadan was 

the month of security and tranquility, but that was not the case for the residents of the Gaza 

Strip, who continued to suffer from [alleged] "Israeli cruelty." He said the international 

community had no ability to implement international humanitarian law and stop Israel's 

[alleged] ÒaggressionÓ against the Gaza Strip. He also stressed that the situation in Judea and 

Samaria was very difficult and that Israel was taking unilateral steps that delayed the 

establishment of peace in the region. He said Israel had to respect freedom of worship during 

the month of Ramadan and that targeting the holy sites was "playing with fire" (al-Mamlaka 

Network, March 11, 2024). 

! The Jordanian Army located part of a drone that had fallen in an open area in the Irbid 

district in northwestern Jordan, near the Israeli border. No significant damage was reported. 

It was also reported that the Jordanian Army had opened an investigation into the 

circumstances of the incident (Jordanian News Agency, March 12, 2024). 

 

The International Arena 

United Nations Security Council 
!On March 11, 2024, a Security Council met to discuss the sexual assaults and violence 

perpetrated by Hamas operatives against Israelis on October 7, 2023. Several families of 

kidnapped Israelis were also present. Pramila Patten, the UN representative for Action against 

Sexual Violence in Conflict,  who wrote the report on the subject, stated there was a "high 

probability" that sexual violence against Israelis had indeed been perpetrated. She stated that 

during her visit to Israel She had found clear and convincing information that hostages had 
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been sexually assaulted (UN website, March 12, 2024). Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the United 

States ambassador to the United Nations, said the Council was silent about the atrocities that 

took place on October 7, 2023, noting that Hamas' acts of sexual violence were still ongoing 

and that Hamas should be called upon to agree to a ceasefire. The Russian representative said 

they clearly condemned the October 7 attack, but they did not justify the collective 

punishment of the Palestinians. She said it was unacceptable to use the suffering of people 

who had been sexually assaulted as a bargaining chip in political games. Riyad Mansour, the 

PAÕs representative to the United Nations, said that for decades, no investigation into sexual 

assault had led to a Security Council meeting, even though there was [alleged] "evidence" that 

Israel had [allegedly] abused detained Palestinian children. 

!UN Secretary-General Ant—nio Guterres called for the immediate release of all hostages "in 

the spirit of Ramadan compassion." He said the threat of an Israeli attack on Rafah could 

plunge the residents of the Gaza Strip into "a deeper circle of hell." He called for the removal 

of all obstacles to ensuring the rapid and massive supply of life-saving aid required for the 

Gaza Strip (UN X account, March 11, 2024). 

United States 
! The 2024 American intelligence Annual Threat Assessment of the United States Intelligence 

Community was presented to the Senate Intelligence Committee. Some of the points raised 

in the report related to the war in the Gaza Strip (website of the Office of the Director of 

National Intelligence, March 12, 2024): 

! Israel will face great international pressure because of the dire humanitarian 

situation in the Gaza Strip. The continued policy of the Israeli government could pose a 

danger. 

! Iran did not know about the October 7, 2023 Hamas attack.  

! Hezbollah will continue to consider all options to retaliate for Israel's actions in 

Lebanon. 

!The militias in Iraq and the Houthis in Yemen will continue to attack American forces 

and vessels in the Red Sea, with Iranian support.  

Italy 
! Italian police detained three Palestinians in the city of L'Aquila, in the center of the country. 

The police said they had planned to carry out attacks in "a country." The three formed a cell 

linked to the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades in Judea and Samaria and are suspected of engaging 
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in propaganda and religious conversion and planning to carry out terrorist attacks, including 

suicide bombing attacks, targeting civilian and military targets. It was also reported that one 

of the detainees was wanted by Israel, and that the Italian court was examining an extradition 

request for him (Reuters, March 11, 2024). The investigations found proof of the establishment 

of a military operational framework called the "Rapid Response Group - Tulkarm Brigades" 

(English website of the Italian Agenzia Nova news agency, March 11, 2024). 
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Overview1 
!The southern arena: IDF forces continued operating in the neighborhoods of Khan Yunis in 

the southern Gaza Strip, and in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip.  

!According to unofÞcial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 590 of them soldiers and ofÞcers; 130 civilian 

and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in  the Gaza Strip; 

123 hostages have been released. 

!Negotiations for a hostage deal: Given the stalemated negotiations for a ceaseÞre and 

hostage deal, international parties have made different suggestions to promote a deal in the 

immediate future. According to reports, the Hamas delegation will soon leave for another 

round of talks in Cairo. Senior Hamas members stated that despite the offers they received, 

they adhered to their demands. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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!Aid for the Gaza Strip: The United States Army's Central Command announced the 

departure of four vessels to the Middle East carrying equipment and supplies to establish a 

temporary pier in the Gaza Strip. 

!The northern arena: During the past day, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 11 attacks. On 

March 12, 2024, Hezbollah launched the largest barrage of rockets (about 100, according to 

Hezbollah) since the beginning of the war. An operative in Hamas' military-terrorist wing 

Lebanon was eliminated in an aerial attack near Tyre. 

!Judea and Samaria: A 15 year-old boy carried out a stabbing attack at the Tunnel 

Checkpoint, wounding two security personnel. He was shot and killed. A stabbing attack was 

attempted in the settlement of Givat Ronen south of Nablus. There were no casualties. 

!The Palestinian Authority (PA): According to reports, Mahmoud Abbas has chosen 

Muhammad Mustafa to serve as the PA's next prime minister. The choice was made with the 

agreement and full backing of the United States and the Arab countries, but with the 

opposition of the Fatah movement. 

!The pro-Iranian militias : "A source in the Iraqi resistance" said they would continue their 

"military operations" against "the occupied Palestinian territories" during Ramadan. The 

Houthis launched a ballistic missile at an American destroyer in the Red Sea. It did not hit the 

vessel and no damage or casualties were reported. United States military forces and the 

international coalition continued their operations against the Houthis. 

The Southern Arena 
!Palestinian media outlets reported on IDF activity during the past day. In the northern Gaza 

Strip, the IDF attacked in Jebalya; in Gaza City, in the Zeitoun and Daraj neighborhoods; in 

the central Gaza Strip, in Deir al-Balah; in Khan Yunis, IDF tanks attacked buildings in the 

Hamad neighborhood in the northwest of the city, where there has been a heavy exchange of 

Þre (Ma'an, March 13, 2024). 
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An al-Jazeera TV presenter describes the IDF attacks in Jebalya in eastern and southern Gaza 
City (right), and in the Hamad neighborhood in northwestern Khan Yunis and in the eastern part 

of the city (left) (al -Jazeera YouTube channel, March 12, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, March 13, 2024) 

!The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces intensiÞed the Þghting in the southern Gaza Strip in the 

Hamad neighborhoods of Khan Yunis, Greater and Lesser Abasan, and Qarara (IDF 

spokesperson, March 13, 2024). 

!Hani al-Sha'er, a correspondent for al-Jazeera TV, reported on the IDF attacks in the 

Hamad neighborhood. He said the IDF operation in the neighborhood had been ongoing for 

12 days, with the Israeli Air Force and the IDF tanks attacking several buildings, causing large 

clouds of smoke. He also reported on the IDF attacks in Qarara (northeast of Khan Yunis) (al-

Jazeera YouTube channel, March 13, 2024). Palestinian media later reported the withdrawal 

of IDF forces from the Hamad neighborhood. 
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IDF attacks in the Hamad neighborhood in Khan Yunis (right) and Qarara (left) (al-Jazeera 
YouTube channel, March 13, 2024) 

!The central Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued their attacks on armed terrorist squads in the 

area (IDF spokesperson, March 13, 2024). In Deir al-Balah, the forces attacked and destroyed 

large numbers of terrorist facilities, including operational tunnel shafts, anti-tank launching 

positions and terrorist assembly sites (IDF spokesperson, March 13, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on Hamas anti-tank positions. Left: Attack on Hamas terrorist facilities (IDF 
spokesperson, March 13, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli Air Force attack in eastern Deir al-Balah (Shehab X account, March 12, 2024) 

Israeli casualties 
!According to unofÞcial data, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,500 Israelis have 

been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 590 of them are soldiers and ofÞcers (249 

since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 130 civilian and military 
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hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 123 hostages 

have been released.  

The issue of the hostages and a ceaseÞre agreement  
!Given the stalemated negotiations for a ceaseÞre and a hostage deal, international parties 

have made different suggestions to promote a deal in the immediate future: 

!Jake Sullivan, the American national security advisor, said that they were 

determined to reach a ceaseÞre of at least six weeks, during which the hostages would 

be released. Once that had been achieved, they would try to move forward to a more 

permanent arrangement. He also noted that a military operation in Rafah would not 

protect civilians, and was not something United States President Joe Biden could 

support (Reuters, March 12, 2024). 

! Mohammed al-Ansari, spokesman for the Qatari foreign ministry, said they were 

working towards a permanent ceaseÞre in the Gaza Strip, adding that the efforts to 

negotiate were ongoing and would be ramped up during Ramadan. He said that 

although they were not close to reaching an agreement, they were "optimistic" and 

trusted the United States to exert pressure on Israel during the negotiations (al-Jazeera, 

March 12, 2024). 

!"Egyptian sources" reportedly familiar with the negotiations said Egypt had invited 

the Hamas delegation to Cairo in the coming days to examine "an improved American 

plan" for a ceaseÞre. The invitation was issued in an attempt to take advantage of 

Ramadan to reach a ceaseÞre agreement which would give the mediators an 

opportunity to "overcome" the disputed issues, and would give the Gazans an 

opportunity to "relax" during the Þrst days of Ramadan. In the source's assessment, the 

Hamas delegation would visit Egypt in the coming days for updates on mediators' 

efforts to reach an agreement which could be described as a "humanitarian calm," 

rather than a "truce," with the aim of lessening the intensity of Þghting and easing the 

lives of the Gazans. He added that behind the "improved proposal" stood the United 

States administration, which wanted to improve the conditions under which the Israeli 

hostages were being held and ensure the temporary delivery of medicine and food, 

because the deterioration of the situation in the Gaza Strip also affected the hostages 

(al-Araby al-Jadeed, March 12, 2024). Musa Abu Marzouq, a senior Hamas Þgure, 

claimed he had no information about the departure of a Hamas delegation to Egypt, but 
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said the possibility of reaching an agreement still existed (al-Araby al-Jadeed, March 12, 

2024). 

!"A Hamas source" said they had received an international proposal for a prolonged ceaseÞre 

in the Gaza Strip. He said it included the release of kidnapped children, women and the 

elderly. He also said they had agreed to a revised American initiative which stipulated a 

ceaseÞre and the gradual return of the displaced persons to their previous places of residence. 

According to him, a Hamas delegation would arrive in Cairo within a few days to discuss the 

details of the deal and begin implementing it (al-Arabiya, March 12, 2024). 

!Walid al-Kilani, responsible for Hamas media information in Lebanon, reiterated that 

Hamas' demands were "purely humanitarian," such as the return of the displaced persons, 

the provision of shelter and the introduction of sufÞcient humanitarian aid, while Israel's 

demands were [allegedly] "malicious and inhumane." He claimed they continued to conduct 

consultations and contacts to reach an agreement that would satisfy the Palestinians, further 

their aspirations and compensate them for the "sacriÞces" they made during the campaign. 

He claimed Israel wanted to gain time through a temporary truce, after which the Þghting 

would resume, and of all the negotiations, Israel was interested only in the hostages. He yet 

again reiterated Hamas' demands for a comprehensive ceaseÞre in the Gaza Strip, the 

complete withdrawal of the IDF, the introduction of humanitarian aid, supplies and shelter for 

the northern districts of the Gaza Strip and Gaza City, the return of the displaced persons and 

real negotiations on the issue of the hostages deal without any obstacles, without which there 

would be no agreement. He claimed the time would come when Israel would "submit" to their 

terms. He referred to the Gilad Shalit exchange deal, whose negotiations began with an Israeli 

offer of one prisoner in exchange, but after they had "hardened their position," 1,027 

Palestinian prisoners were released (Arab World Press News Agency (AWP), March 12, 2024). 

!Ghazi Hamad, a member of the Hamas political bureau in Gaza, said they had heard from 

several media outlets that Israel wanted to release the hostages and continue the war. He 

claimed the ball was currently in Israel's court. Hamas position, he claimed, was "positive and 

progressive," but it was not desperate to reach an arrangement "at any cost." He said that 

during a recent meeting of the Palestinian "organizations," they had been informed about the 

details of the negotiations, and Hamas listened to their opinions. He said they held many 

trump cards, and Israel would not be able to obtain what it wanted by means of [alleged] 

"massacres" (al-Mayadeen TV website, March 12, 2024). 
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The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 
!The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported at 12:30 p.m., March 

13, 2024, that during the past day 88 Gazans had been killed and 135 wounded, bringing the 

number of dead since the beginning of the war to 31,272 and the number of wounded to 

73,024 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, March 13, 2024). 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  
!The United States Army Central Command (CENTCOM) announced the departure of four 

vessels to the Middle East, carrying equipment and supplies to construct a temporary pier in 

the Gaza Strip (CENTCOM X account, March 12, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vessels en route to the Gaza Strip (CENTCOM X Account, March 12, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beginning of the construction of the pier (Ramallah News Facebook page, March 13, 2024) 

!The Hamas-controlled government media ofÞce in the Gaza Strip claimed that the efforts to 

help the Gaza Strip were minimalist. According to the ofÞce, at most the Spanish aid ship 

carried the contents of one or two trucks and it would take several days for it to reach the Gaza 

Strip and unload its cargo. The ofÞce called for all the border crossings to be opened for the 

introduction of aid (Palinfo website, March 13, 2024). 
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"The day after"  
!Husam Badran, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said they were in favor of the 

establishment of a Palestinian national consensus government, for a speciÞed time, whose 

mission would be well-deÞned. He claimed they had had no contact with Mahmoud Abbas' 

ofÞce since the beginning of the war, but were in contact with the Fatah movement (al-Jazeera 

Mubasher Telegram channel, March 12, 2024). 

Criticism of the Hamas leadership  
!Criticism and anger on the Palestinian social networks were directed at the Hamas 

leadership, especially Isma'il Haniyeh and Khaled Mashal, because of the gourmet meal they 

ate in Qatar to break the Ramadan fast, compared with what the Gazans ate (X account of a 

Gazan surfer named Gufara, March 13, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hamas leadership's fast-breaking mean in Qatar compared to the Gazans' fast-breaking 
meal (X account of a Gazan surfer named Gufara, March 13, 2024)  

 

 

The Northern Arena 

Hezbollah attacks 
!During the past day, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 11 attacks using anti-tank missiles, 

rockets, Katyusha rockets, and Burkan rockets, whose warheads weigh between 300 and 500 

kgs (between 660 and 1,100 pounds) (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, 

March 12-13, 2024). On March 12, 2024, Hezbollah launched the largest barrage of rockets 

(allegedly about 100) since the beginning of the war. 

!Hassan Fadlallah, a member of the Hezbollah faction in the Lebanese Parliament, 

claimed Hezbollah's rocket barrage was "an appropriate response" whose objective was "to 
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