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!Overview 

!The southern sector: IDF forces continued to operate, primarily carrying out aerial attacks, 

against terrorist targets throughout the Gaza Strip. Several squads, including anti-tank 

squads, were captured on the border. A number of operatives of Hamas' military-terrorist 

wing were killed in the attacks, some of them released from Israeli jails in the Gilad Shalit 

exchange deal (2011). Rockets attacks continued, most of them targeting the Israeli villages 

near the Gaza Strip border and Ashkelon. A rocket was also fired at the Haifa area.  

!The Gaza Strip: Israel called on the residents of the northern Gaza Strip to evacuate their 

homes and move to the central and southern Gaza Strip. Hamas tried to prevent the 

evacuation. Egypt expressed concern about the entrance of Gazan refugees into Egyptian 

territory. Reports indicate the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip is worsening. Aid sent 

to the Gaza Strip is waiting on the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing, which is currently 

closed. Hamas spokesmen were interviewed about the preparations for the invasion and 

continued to falsely claim the civilians were harmed "accidentally" and not by operatives of 

the military wing. 

!The northern sector: In northern Israel several anti-tank missile and rocket attacks were 

reported from Lebanon and Syria. One Israeli was killed and several were injured. The IDF 

returned fire. As of now, tensions remain high. Hezbollah figures reiterated the equation of 

"aggression would be met with a response" adding that the organization could not be 

pressured into refraining from joining the combat. 

!Judea and Samaria: Israeli security forces continued counterterrorism activities. The 

ministry of health in Ramallah reported 55 Palestinian deaths and approximately 1,200 

wounded since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip. Hamas' call for solidarity 

demonstrations after the Friday prayer in Judea and Samaria, on Israel's border and in other 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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countries was answered. Demonstrations were held in Judea, Samaria and Jordan, but were 

contained and without exceptional events. The senior Palestinian Authority (PA) figures have 

been working in the international arena to stop the fighting and help the Gaza Strip. 

!Iran: The Iranian foreign minister held a round of meetings in Syria, Lebanon and other 

Middle Eastern countries. For now, Iran is apparently not interested in turning the conflict in 

Gaza into a regional war, but Iran emphasized it had red lines and would be forced to respond 

if the IDF's operation in Gaza continued. 

!The Arab world: Shi'ite militias in Syria and Iran expressed support for Hamas and a 

willingness to join the fighting. Global Jihad organizations also expressed support for Hamas. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

!Ground activity: The IDF continues securing the towns and villages surrounding Gaza 

against the infiltration of terrorist from the Gaza Strip. IDF forces carried out local raids in the 

Gaza Strip to clean the area of terrorists, eliminating terrorist infrastructures and squads, 

including a group of Hamas terrorists who fired anti-tank missiles into Israeli territory. An al-

Qaeda instruction booklet was found on the body of a terrorist who infiltrated Israel and was 

killed (IDF spokesperson, October 12, 2023). During the activity, efforts were also made to 

locate information about the missing persons. The forces collected information which could 

help find them (IDF spokesman, October 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al-Qaeda instruction booklet found on the terrorist's body (IDF spokesman's website, October 
12, 2023)  
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Photos from a video documenting the attack on IDF forces east of Khan Yunis (Izz al-Din Qassam 
Brigades Telegram channel, October 14, 2023) 

!Aerial activity: Massive air strikes on the Gaza Strip from the air continued, concentrated in 

and around Gaza City from where Hamas leaders operate. Extensive damage was done to 

central neighborhoods in the northern Gaza Strip where terrorist operatives congregated. In 

preparation for an extensive attack the IDF advised residents to evacuate their homes (see 

below). The Israeli Air Force aircraft also eliminated squads launching anti-tank missiles at the 

villages near the Gaza Strip. (IDF spokesman, October 14, 2023). 

!According to the IDF spokesman, among the hundreds of targets attacked were houses of 

senior operatives which served as military headquarters and houses used by terrorist 

operatives, including the homes of nukhba operatives, high-rise buildings which housed 

military-terrorist infrastructures, the Hamas military-terrorist wing operations room which 

monitored the activities of IDF forces, tunnels, munitions warehouses; terrorist targets, 

nukhba operatives deployed throughout the Gaza Strip, rocket and mortar shell launchers 

immediately after they are fired at Israel to paralyze their activities, UAV launch sites located 

on rooftops houses and inside civilian houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Fatal attack on the commander of the nukhba force in the south Khan Yunis battalion (IDF 
spokesman's website, October 15, 2023). Left: Attack on a building in the Gaza Strip (IDF 

spokesman's website, October 13, 2023) 
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Right: Fatal attack on the commander the aerial system in Gaza City. Left: Attack on nukhba 
deployment areas and operatives (IDF spokesman's website, October 14, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip (QudsN Twitter account, 
October 14, 2023). Left: Israeli Air Force attack in Rafah                                                                                         

(QudsN Twitter account, October 13, 2023) 

!Naval activity: Israeli Navy forces attacked terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip preventing 

attempts by terrorists to infiltrate Israeli territory by sea (IDF spokesman, October 14, 2023). 

Rocket fire  

!Meanwhile, rocket attacks continued at the rate of two hundred per day. Most of the attacks 

targeted the town and villages near the Gaza Strip and cities of Ashqelon and Sderot. Several 

rockets were fired towards the center of the country. One rocket was fired, exceptionally, to 

attack the area near Haifa in the north. Hamas' military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility 

for firing an Ayash 250 at the IDF's Northern Command (Hamas Telegram channel, October 13, 

2023) 

!As of October 14, 2023, 6,300 rockets had been launched at over thirty villages, towns 

and cities throughout Israel. 

!"A source in the resistance" [Palestinian terrorist organizations] stated that the fighters in 

the field were on high alert and operating according to plans prepared in advance for long-
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term fighting. He claimed that so far they had used less than 10% of their rocket arsenal (al-

Mayadeen, October 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Launching rockets during the Israeli Air Force attack                                                                                                 
(IDF Spokesman's website, October 13, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: A house in Sderot set on fire by a rocket attack from the Gaza Strip (Shehab Twitter 
account, October 14, 2023). Left: A rocket hits a building in Ashqelon (QudsN Twitter account, 

October 13, 2023) 

!The military-terrorist wings of Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) claimed 

responsibility for most of the rocket launches. 
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Photos from a Hamas military-terrorist wing video of a rocket launch. The Arabic on the right 
reads, "In response to the attack on the civilians [sic]; The next one will bigger; do we have 

more?? Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades. Operation al-Aqsa Storm 13/10/2023" (Izz al-Din Qassam 
Brigades Telegram channel, October 13, 2023) 

Israeli casualties 

!So far, more than 1,300 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 3,360 have been 

wounded, and there are approximately abducted 120 civilians and soldiers being held by 

Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 

!Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, claimed in an interview that 

Hamas would be prepared to release women, children or elderly prisoners and citizens of 

foreign countries, if Israel stopped the military campaign. He claimed that they would not hold 

innocent people who had been captured. He also said Hamas might try to exchange Israeli 

soldiers for Palestinians held in Israeli prisons, but added that it was too early to talk about 

exchanging prisoners (The New Yorker, October 13, 2023). 

The Gaza Strip 
The evacuation of residents from the north of the Gaza Strip 

!In preparation for expanding its operations in the Gaza Strip and in an attempt to minimize 

harm to non-combatants, the IDF called on the residents of the northern Gaza Strip to 

evacuate their homes and move to the central and southern Gaza Strip by the evening of 

October 14, 2023. The IDF spokesman said that after the evacuation, Hamas would bear 

responsibility for the welfare of anyone who remained in the northern Gaza Strip; about 

600,00 residents have evacuated. The Hamas leadership tried to prevent them from going. 

The Hamas media information bureau in Gaza claimed the purpose of Israel's call was to 

confuse the Gazan population and damage internal cohesion, and asked the residents not to 

obey, claiming it was Israeli psychological warfare (al-Aqsa, October 13, 2023) The Hamas 
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ministry of the interior in the Gaza Strip called on the residents to stay in their homes, claiming 

Israel wanted to uproot the residents from their homes, as had happened in 1948 (ministry of 

the interior in Gaza Facebook page, October 13, 2023). UNRWA said it was moving its 

headquarters and operatives to the southern Gaza Strip (UNRWA Twitter account, October 13, 

2023). 

!Hamas erected roadblocks in the path of the evacuees. According to the IDF spokesman, the 

Hamas leadership is worried about the evacuation of the residents because their departure 

will expose the organization's operatives and infrastructure to IDF attacks, as it will no 

longer be able to use them as human shields (IDF spokesman, October 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Blocking of the evacuation of the civilian population in the Gaza Strip (IDF Spokesman's 
website, October 14, 2023). Left: Residents evacuating towards the southern the Gaza Strip 

(Wafa, October 14, 2023) 

!Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, said emigration was 

unthinkable with the exception of "return emigration" to Ashqelon, Jerusalem, Haifa, Jaffa 

and all of "Palestine." He claimed the purpose of Israel's psychological warfare was to create 

a false image of victory to show to the Israeli public (Abu Obeida's Telegram channel, October 

13, 2023). 

!After the director of al-Awda Hospital in the northern Gaza Strip announced they refused to 

evacuate (al-Jazeera, October 14, 2023), Hamas said that Israel's request to evacuate the 

hospitals, and the last of them, al-Awda Hospital in the northern Gaza Strip, "constituted a 

crime." Hamas also praised the refusal of the medical staffs to leave the hospitals, claiming 

Israel was determined to commit "war crimes and genocide" against the Palestinian people. 

Hamas called on the UN and international institutions to urgently intervene and stop "Israel's 

crimes" in the Gaza Strip (Hamas Telegram channel, October 14, 2023). 

!The evacuation of the residents provoked anger in Egypt, which made it clear it did not want 

refugees from the Gaza Strip in its territory. "A senior figure in Egyptian security " said Egypt 
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had taken unprecedented measures to prevent a breach of the border, where and thousands 

of its security force operatives had been stationed. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 

said there was a significant threat that the Palestinian issue would !Would no longer have top 

priority (AP, October 14, 2023). The Egyptian foreign ministry issued a statement warning of 

the IDF's "demand" and noted it was a serious violation of international humanitarian law 

which would expose millions of citizens to danger (Egyptian foreign ministry website, October 

13, 2023) 

!Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan supported Egypt's position. In a joint press 

conference with the Egyptian foreign minister, he said Turkey stood with Egypt in refusing to 

move the Palestinians out of the Gaza Strip (Reuters, October 14, 2023). 

!Other countries, including Syria and Qatar, have expressed opposition to the transfer of 

Gazans. UN Secretary General António Guterres, and EU Foreign Minister Josep Burrell also 

addressed the issue and noted (separately) that the transfer of more than a million people to 

an area without food, water and proper housing, when the entire Gaza Strip was under siege 

was an impossible task and very dangerous (the Twitter accounts of the UN secretary general 

and the EU foreign minister, October 14, 2023). 

The Rafah Crossing  

!The Wall Street Journal reported that negotiations mediated by the United States were 

underway between Israel and Egypt to allow civilians, including those with American 

citizenship, to cross the Rafah crossing from Gaza to Egypt. Egypt informed the United States 

it had too many requests to evacuate American citizens, could give priority to a particular 

country and had security concerns because they could not screen those entering (The Wall 

Street Journal, October 15, 2023). "Informed sources" stated that the Egyptian authorities 

refused to allow the Rafah crossing to be used only for the exit of foreigners, adding that 

Egypt's position was that the crossing would be opened to foreigners on the condition that it 

would possible to transfer humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip through it (al-Qahara, October 

14, 2023). 

Palestinian casualties 

!According to a ministry of health in Gaza update at 8:00 a.m. on October 15, 2023, the 

number of casualties in the Gaza Strip since the beginning of the war was 2,329, dead and 

9,042 wounded (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, October 15, 2023). The ministry of 

health reported that medical teams in the Gaza Strip continued to work despite the load and 
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the difficult situation. It called on every resident with professional medical knowledge to 

come forward and volunteer. The ministry called on international organizations to bring 

medical equipment into the Strip because of the large number of casualties (ministry of health 

in Gaza Facebook page, October 13, 2023). 

!Hamas, through its media channels, continues to inflate the number of casualties in the Gaza 

Strip (Shehab Twitter account, October 14, 2023). At the same time, Hamas is apparently 

hiding the names and identities of senior terrorist operatives who were killed, such as: 

!Murad Abu Murad, head of the aerial unit in Gaza City (IDF Telegram channel, October 

14, 2023). 

!Ali al-Qadhi, commander of the nukhba force. In 2005 he was detained following the 

abduction and murder of Israelis and freed as part of the Gilad Shalit exchange deal (IDF 

Telegram channel, October 14, 2023). According to a Hamas source who asked to 

remain anonymous, al-Qadhi comes from Ramallah and was deported to the Gaza Strip 

as part of the deal. He added that al-Qadhi was a field commander in the nukhba force 

(Ilaf website, October 14, 2023). According to the social media, al-Qadhi's wife and five 

children were killed, but his name was not mentioned (Facebook page of his relative 

Halima al-Qadhi, October 13, 2023; the Facebook page of his relative Edrees Hasan, 

October 13, 2023). 

!Hamed al-Sinwar, brother of Yahya al-Sinwar. He was killed in the attack on his 

apartment in the Hamad Tower building in Khan Yunis (Twitter account of Ahmed 

Jamal, a QudsN correspondent in Gaza, October 12, 2023). 

!Yusuf Abu Marzouq, brother of Musa Abu Marzouq, and several family members were 

killed in an attack in Rafah (Paldf Twitter account, October 12, 2023). 

!Two brothers, Abd al-Masser al-Halisi and Tareq al-Halisi, and their families, were 

killed in an attack in Gaza City (PALDF Twitter account, October 12, 2023; 

@Freethemall6 Twitter account, October 12, 2023). The two, residents of east 

Jerusalem and operatives in the PIJ's military-terrorist wing, threw hand grenades at 

Givati Brigade recruits at their swearing-in ceremony at the Western Wall on October 15, 

1986, and were sentenced to life imprisonment. They were released as part of the Gilad 

Shalit deal and deported to Gaza (The Palestinian Archive Twitter account, October 13, 

2023). 
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!Abdallah Abu Sayf (QudsN, October 13, 2023). He was an Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades 

terrorist operative from Hebron who was detained in 2003 and sentenced to life 

imprisonment. He was released and deported to Gaza as part of the Gilad Shalit 

(masarnews website, October 9, 2023). 

!Salem Dawid (Fahmi Canaan's Twitter account, October 10, 2023). He was a Hamas 

terrorist operative from Bethlehem and an operative in a squad that carried out the 

attack on the Kapit cafe on March 7, 2002 (Pesek Din website, February 13, 2008; 

Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs website, September 20, 2018). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

!According to Mai al-Kayla, PA minister of health, 15 hospitals were damaged, 28 staff 

members who worked in the medical sector were killed and Israel was threatening to 

evacuate hospitals. She called on the international community, the UN, legal, humanitarian 

and international organizations to provide urgent protection for the hospitals, medical 

treatment centers, ambulances, medical teams, patients and the wounded subjected to daily 

Israeli attacks (the ministry of health in Ramallah Telegram channel, October 14, 2023). 

!The World Health Organization (WHO) strongly condemned Israel's order to evacuate 22 

hospitals in the northern Gaza Strip, describing it as a "death sentence" for the sick and 

wounded. According to the organization, the evacuation would further worsen the 

humanitarian disaster. According to reports the health facilities in northern Gaza Strip 

continued to receive an influx of sick and wounded and were struggling to operate beyond 

their maximum capacity. Some patients were being treated in the corridors and streets 

adjacent to the hospitals due to the lack of hospital beds (UN website, October 14, 2023). 

!The Hamas administration media information bureau reported that more than 1,695 

buildings, high-rise and residential buildings had been completely destroyed, over 7,000 

housing units had been completely destroyed, and over 69,000 housing units were partially or 

severely destroyed, of which 4,679 were no longer fit for habitation (Hamas media information 

bureau Facebook page, October 14, 2023). 

!Hamas' al-Aqsa TV channel reported that the French satellite company, Eutelsat, 

responsible for the channel's broadcasts, had stopped its broadcasts. According to the 

announcement, the channel's broadcasts could still be watched on the network's Telegram 

channel and other platforms. The network emphasized that stopping the broadcasts was a 
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surrender to Israel, a blatant violation of international law and the right of the Palestinian 

people to make their voice heard (al-Aqsa, October 14, 2023). 

Aid for Gaza 

!According to reports, several organizations and countries have begun sending aid to Gaza, 

and more than a hundred humanitarian aid trucks were waiting in Egypt to enter the Gaza 

Strip through the Rafah Crossing (Twitter account of photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 

14, 2023). In the meantime, Egyptian security officials reported that the Rafah Crossing was 

closed and they had appealed to Israel to open it for the entry of humanitarian aid; they were 

waiting for an Israeli response (Ma'an, October 15, 2023). 

!The director of the Palestinian Red Crescent in the northern Sinai Peninsula reported 

that a Jordanian military plane had landed in el-Arish carrying 12 tons of medical 

equipment for Gaza. The cargo was unloaded and stored in the Red Crescent 

warehouses in el-Arish (al-Ghad TV, al-Araby al-Jadeed, October 12 and 13, 2023). 

!The head of the WHO announced a plane carrying medical equipment had landed at 

the el-Arish Airport and its cargo was ready to be deployed as soon as the humanitarian 

crossing opened (Reuters, October 14, 2023). 

!Mohammed Shi'a' al-Sudani, the prime minister of Iraq, ordered humanitarian aid 

to be sent to the Gaza Strip in coordination with Egypt, including urgent medical and 

humanitarian equipment (Iraqi prime minister's office Twitter account, October 12, 

2023). 

!A senior figure in the Turkish defense ministry said Turkey was prepared to send 

humanitarian aid to the Palestinians. He said under the current circumstances delivery 

was very difficult, but the Turkish armed forces were ready to carry out the mission 

assigned to them (Reuters, October 13, 2023). 
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Trucks carrying humanitarian aid waiting to enter the Gaza Strip (Twitter account of 
photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 14, 2023) 

Hamas 

!Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, sent a letter UN Secretary General 

António Guterres, calling on him to make Israel stop its "crimes" and respect international 

law (Hamas Telegram channel. October 14, 2023). Haniyeh spoke on the phone with Hadi al-

Amari, chairman of the Iraqi al-Fatah Alliance and representative of the coordinating 

committee of Iraq's the pro-Iranian political parties. Al-Amari emphasized the Iraqi people's 

support for the Palestinian people and their "resistance," [anti-Israel terrorism] and praised 

the "achievements [sic] of the seventh of October." Haniyeh praised Iraq for its position 

(Hamas Telegram channel, October 12, 2023). 

!Isma'il Haniyeh said in speech that the "resistance" [Palestinian terrorist organizations] 

were writing history with Operation al-Aqsa Storm, which marked the beginning of the end of 

the "occupation." He claimed that since Israel and its army were unable to confront them, 

they resorted to carrying out "massacres to erase the defeat experienced after Hamas' 

strategic attack." He claimed the Gazans were deeply rooted in their country and would never 

leave their homeland, not even to Egypt. Addressing Egypt, he said they had decided to stay 

in their country. He also falsely claimed Hamas had always emphasized that it did not attack 

civilians, and the narrative of the Israeli media was "misleading" (Shehab, October 14, 2023). 

!Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, claimed Israel was 

committing extremely heinous crimes against "our innocent civilians." He emphasized that if 

Israel dared to enter the Gaza Strip by land they would "crush its army." He called for 

"resistance," for the Palestinian youth in Judea, Samaria and Israel to "set the earth on fire," 

and told the Palestinian prisoners that the "cards" [i.e., captives] they held would buy their 

freedom. According to Abu Obeida, they achieved much more in the operation than they 

thought they would and were aware that when the war ended, Israel's leadership would pay 
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a high price regarding its military and political future (Hamas Telegram channel, October 12, 

2023). 

! Bassem Na'im, a senior Hamas figure, said they condemned the West for providing Israel 

with military support so it could continue to kill the Palestinians, adding and that the 

American President's "hate speech" had been based on Israeli lies. He called for international 

measures to stop Israeli aggression and to open humanitarian crossings to provide aid to the 

residents of Gaza (Filastin al-A'an, October 13, 2023). 

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 

! The PIJ said in a statement that the "brutal Zionist aggression" against the Palestinians in 

the Gaza Strip continued, in addition to the "crimes and massacres committed against 

children and women." According to the PIJ, the purpose of the "crime" of attacking the Rafah 

Crossing was to increase the pressure on the Strip and turn it into a large prison and even a 

large cemetery (PIJ Telegram channel, October 14, 2023). 

!Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, spoke on the phone with Ali Akbar Velayati, 

senior advisor the Iranian leader for international affairs. Velayati emphasized the support of 

Iran and the Iranian people for the Palestinian people, the Palestinian issue and the right of 

the Palestinian people to defend themselves and their rights. Al-Nakhalah informed Velayati 

about "the Zionist aggression of the Zionist government headed by neo-Nazis thirsty for the 

blood of children who are committing genocidal crimes" (PIJ Telegram channel, October 12, 

2023). 

Hamas combat measures 

!Interviewed by The New Yorker, Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, 

said the Hamas military commanders had hidden the details and the timing of the attack even 

from the movement's "political leaders," who only received the news in the early morning 

hours of October 7, 2023. He claimed he was amazed by the "success" of the attack, after 

Hamas fighters had breached the border fence in twenty locations and invaded more than 

twenty villages. He claimed that while he was not aware of the final details, he and other 

Hamas political leaders approved the overall strategy of the attack. He was more vague 

regarding the question of timing when he claimed at one point that the military wing of Hamas 

decided on the attack a few hours before the breach of the security barrier. However, he also 

contradicted himself by stating it had not been spontaneous, but rather prepared a long a 

long time in advance by the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades (The New Yorker, October 13, 2023). 



*$!

"#$%&'!

!Asked if the attack had achieved anything other than a devastating Israeli retaliation, Abu 

Marzouq claimed it was the first time the Palestinians had crossed the borders and fight in 

their "historic land." He said Israel used to wage war outside its borders, kill and imprison 

Palestinians. Now, he gloated, it was the other way around, and future generations of Israelis 

would know they could not continue to "occupy" the Palestinians or continue their wars 

forever. That, he boasted, was the greatest achievement. He admitted that the war would 

barely prevent the Arab countries from continuing to cultivate relations with Israel. At best, he 

admitted, it would only delay Saudi Arabia's latest moves in that direction (The New Yorker, 

October 13, 2023). 

!Abu Obeida, referring to the planning of the attack in an interview, said they had been 

determined to hide their intentions and preparations. They developed a plan to deal with 

machine guns, anti-tank missiles and electronic jamming to make it difficult for Israel to 

observe the forces beyond the border fence. He said 3,000 fighters had been recruited to carry 

out the "maneuver" [invasion] and 1,500 more for "support and aid" operations (Hamas 

Telegram channel, October 12, 2023).  

The battle for hearts and minds 

!Khaled Mashaal, the Hamas leader "abroad," claimed in an interview that the events had 

begun long before October 7, 2023, since the "occupation of their country." He claimed, 

falsely, that the Hamas military wing's "rules of engagement" dictated that children, women 

and the elderly were not to be killed. There might have been a number of "mistakes" in the 

fighting, he claimed falsely, but there was no intention to kill civilians. He also falsely claimed 

that if the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades had had accurate, advanced weapons, "mistakes" 

would not have occurred. On the other hand, Israel, with the support of the United States and 

the West, deliberately killed civilians and committed "genocide." He further stated that the 

military branch was the one that decided to conduct the operation and planned it alone 

(Hamas Telegram channel, October 14, 2023). 

!Saleh al-'Arouri, deputy head of Hamas' political bureau, said 1,200 operatives of Hamas' 

military wing had entered the villages and "taken control" of the Gaza Division in a short time. 

He said the operation of the military branch was organized and its instructions were to attack 

the Gaza Division responsible for "crimes against our people," and they were surprised that 

the army had collapsed in less than three hours. He claimed Hamas was aware of [Israel's] 

[alleged] preparations to launch an attack against it after the holiday period, and therefore 



*%!

"#$%&'!

preempted the Israeli attack. He also noted that when the Gaza Division collapsed, the 

residents of Gaza entered [Israeli territory] and "clashed" with the settlers, and therefore 

civilians were "injured." He falsely claimed the leadership's instructions to the military wing 

operatives had been clear, "Do not kill children and women," and claimed, again falsely, that 

the movement's military wing had not planned to harm or kill civilians. He sneered at the IDF, 

saying, again falsely, that the Israeli army had not even intervened to protect the civilians in 

the villages. He claimed Hamas could not harm civilians or prisoners, and it acted in 

accordance with the international laws of war [sic]. He pointed out that "residents of the Gaza 

Strip" had managed to enter and take civilians captive, but it had not been their intention and 

went against their principles.2 He warned Israel against a ground attack in Gaza and said Israel 

knew it would be a disaster for its army because Hamas' defense plan was even stronger than 

its attack plan, and they had a plan for any action Israel might take. As to Israeli attacks in 

Gaza, he claimed that Israel had not damaged Hamas' military infrastructure, only civilian 

areas and residential neighborhoods. He emphasized once again that the discussion about 

prisoners would be held only after the fighting ended (al-Jazeera, October 12, 2023). 

!Musa Abu Marzouq falsely claimed in an interview that Hamas fighters did not execute 

civilians or commit atrocities. He claimed such violence might have been carried out by 

"Palestinian militants and civilians" who entered after Hamas fighters entered through the 

breaches in the fence (The New Yorker, October 13, 2023). 

Iran's involvement 

!Contrary to the statements made by senior Hamas figures regarding Iran's non-involvement 

in the operation, Newsweek published an interview with Ahmed Abd al-Hadi, the 

representative of Hamas in Lebanon, who stated Iran had been involved in the attack 

against Israel "before, during and after." He admitted that Hamas worked in full cooperation 

with Iran and Hezbollah. Hamas issued a denial, claiming al-Hadi had been "surprised" by the 

statements attributed to him, "which were baseless" (Hamas Telegram channel, October 13, 

2023). 

 

 

 

!
2 The opposite has been proved by numerous documents found in the possession of terrorists who 
were killed. 
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The Northern Arena!

Lebanon  

October 15, 2023  

! In the morning, anti-tank missiles were fired at the village of Shtula, near the Lebanese 

border. A man was killed and three people were wounded. In response, the IDF attacked the 

sources of fire with artillery, after which more anti-tank missiles fired at an IDF post on the 

Lebanese border.  

!Hezbollah announced that as part of its response to the killing of journalist Issam Abdallah 

and the wounding of other journalists, and the attack on a house in the Shebaa Farm, which 

killed two civilians, a Hezbollah squad had fired anti-tank missiles at an IDF center in the 

Shtula area (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). In another 

announcement, Hezbollah announced its fighters had fired anti-tank missiles at an IDF 

Merkava tank at the al-Raheb post (Nurit post). According to Hezbollah, a precise hit on the 

tank was identified and the tank's crew members were killed or wounded (Hezbollah's 

combat information Telegram channel, October 15, 2023).  

October 14, 2023  

! According to reports, on the night of October 13, 2023, an infiltration of unidentified UAVs 

was detected near the northern Israeli city of Shfaram. In addition, an IDF drone was shot at 

and hit. In response, the IDF attacked Hezbollah targets in south Lebanon (IDF spokesman, 

October 14, 2023). 

!In the morning, IDF surveillance identified a terrorist squad attempting to infiltrate Israeli 

territory from Lebanon. An aircraft attacked the squad and killed several terrorists (IDF 

spokesman, October 14, 2023). Hamas' military-terrorist wing said it was a squad of nukhba 

forces whose operatives blew up a section of Lebanon-Israel border fence, damaged 

surveillance devices and penetrated Israeli territory near the village of Margaliot. Hamas 

claimed the IDF force had suffered fatalities. During the exchange of fire, IDF aircraft carried 

out an airstrike and killed the squad's three operatives (Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades' 

Telegram channel, October 15, 2023).  

!At 4:50 p.m., about 30 mortar shells were fired at Israeli territory in the Mount Dov area, some 

of which landed in Israeli territory. In response, the IDF attacked the sources of the fire (IDF 
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spokesman, October 14, 2023). Hezbollah claimed responsibility for the attack. According to 

the announcement, the organization's operatives attacked several Israeli posts in the Shebaa 

Farms area with missiles and mortar shells (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram 

channel). Al-Jazeera reported that two Lebanese civilians were killed in the Israeli attack that 

hit a house in Shebaa (al-Jazeera, October 14, 2023). 

!At the time of the attacks, a terrorist squad suspected of planning to fire an anti-tank missile 

at Israel was identified. An aircraft attacked the squad (IDF spokesman, October 14, 2023). 

October 13, 2023  

!At around 5:00 p.m., there was an explosion in the border fence in Hanita. The wall sustained 

minor damage. After infiltration into the village had been ruled out, IDF forces fired artillery at 

Lebanon. Hezbollah issued an announcement stating that in response to the Israeli 

aggression against several towns in south Lebanon, Hezbollah operatives attacked several 

Israeli posts (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, October 13, 2023). 

!In response, an IDF aircraft attacked Hezbollah targets in Lebanon. The Lebanese army 

announced IDF forces had attacked a Lebanese army guard post, putting it out of commission, 

and there had been no casualties (Lebanese News Agency, October 13, 2023).  

!In another statement, the Lebanese army said a missile had been fired from Israel which hit 

a civilian car belonging to a team of journalists, killing photojournalist Issam Abdallah and 

wounding five others. It was also noted that Israel had attacked a number of communities in 

south Lebanon (al-Nashra, October 14, 2023). UNIFIL said that at this stage it could not say 

with certainty how the group of journalists was hit. It added that if the situation 

continued to escalate more tragedies were likely to occur. The organization called on all 

parties to practice restraint and refrain from firing (UNIFIL Twitter account, October 14, 

2023). The killing of the journalist and the wounding of other journalists led to angry 

reactions: 

!Najib Mikati, prime minister of the Lebanese interim government, said it was a 

new mark of shame for the "Israeli enemy," which continued its aggression against 

Lebanese territory (NAA, October 14, 2023). 

! The Lebanese foreign ministry instructed the Lebanese representatives to the UN to 

submit a complaint to the UN Security Council. He said the attack was a crime against 

freedom of opinion, the press, human rights and international law because it was an 
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attack on unarmed journalists who were victims in "their attempt to present the truth" 

(Lebanese Foreign Ministry website, October 14, 2023). 

!Hezbollah issued an announcement condemning the "heinous crime" and saying 

that any harm to the security of the Lebanese people and its land would not go 

without an appropriate response and punishment (al-Ahed, October 13, 2023). 

! Hamas condemned the Israeli attack in south Lebanon that caused the journalist's 

death, claiming it was "a despicable war crime, part of a series of crimes that the 

occupation has already committed against the press" (Hamas Telegram channel, 

October 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attack on Hezbollah infrastructure (IDF spokesman's website, October 14, 2023) 

Reactions to the events 

! Hassan Fadlallah, a member of the Hezbollah faction in the Lebanese parliament, said 

the equation they had established, according to which any aggression would be met with a 

response, still existed. He also noted that how this equation is applied on the ground 

"depends on the resistance and its leadership." He stressed that any harm to civilians would 

not go without a price. Regarding Operation al-Aqsa Storm, he said they had the vision and 

plans in all areas and would not provide Israel with information about their activities (al-

Mayadeen, October 14, 2023). 

!In a speech given by Hezbollah deputy secretary-general Na'im Qassem at a rally in 

support of the Palestinian people held in Beirut in al-Dahiya al-Janoubia, he stressed that 

Hezbollah was fully aware of its obligations and fully prepared. According to him, Hezbollah 

was constantly monitoring developments, and the behind-the-scenes talks between 

international elements designed to ensure that Hezbollah did not intervene in the fighting did 

not affect the organization; they monitored Israel's movements and when the time came to 

act, they would (al-Mayadeen, October 13, 2023). 
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! Ihsan Ataya, a member of the PIJ's political bureau and the organization's 

representative in Lebanon, referred to the PIJ's squad that infiltrated from Lebanese 

territory on October 9, 2023, saying the operation was part of the "unity of the arenas and 

fronts," and carried two messages: one was that the new Palestinian generation was 

determined to return to its land even if it paid with its life to liberate it. The second was that 

the Palestinian weapons were not intended for conflicts, or for threatening the safety of 

civilians in Lebanon or the stability of the refugee camps, but rather the weapons had a role 

and the goal of "liberation and return." He stressed that the PIJ's military operations in 

Lebanon would take place inside Israeli territory and would not drag Lebanon or involve it in 

a campaign or front by a Palestinian decision, and they would not allow Israel a justification 

to launch aggression (Kuwaiti al-Rai, October 14, 2023). 

! Ali Baraka, head of Hamas' foreign affairs department, said Hamas' activities in Lebanon 

were in response to Muhammad Deif’s call to prevent Israel from isolating the Gaza Strip. He 

said that if Israel tried to carry out a ground operation in the Gaza Strip, the campaign would 

expand even further because the allies of the "resistance" would not leave it an easy target for 

Israel and the American government. He also mentioned the existence of a joint operations 

room for the "resistance" forces, which has been in operation since 2021, but did not specify 

its location (aljazeera.net, October 12, 2023). 

Syria 

!Late in the evening of October 14, 2023, two launches were identified from Syrian territory 

into Israeli territory; they fell in an open area. The IDF attacked the source of the fire with 

artillery (IDF spokesman, October 14, 2023).  

!At 23:35, an airstrike was carried out west of Latakia, targeting Aleppo International Airport. 

The airport was reportedly damaged and put out of commission (Al-Ekhbariya, October 15, 

2023).  

!Syria's foreign ministry called on the United States and Western countries to prevent Israel 

from sending 2.3 million Palestinians from the Gaza Strip to the Sinai Peninsula because if that 

happened, it would be a repeat of what happened in 1948 [i.e., what Palestinians call the 

nakba] (SANA, October 14, 2023). 

Support of the Fatemiyoun militia  

!The Iranian-backed Shi'ite-Afghan Fatemiyoun militia, operating in Syria, issued an 

announcement praising Operation al-Aqsa Storm, expressing its support for the Palestinians 
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and noting that its fighters were prepared and ready to join the campaign. It also noted that 

they had been waiting for years for the beginning of the "final battle to liberate Jerusalem" 

(Fatemiyoun Telegram channel, October 13, 2023). 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Events  

!The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities in Judea and Samaria. 

Over 50 terrorist operatives were detained. More than 30 of them were Hamas operatives, 

including Aziz Dweik, chairman of the Palestinian Legislative Council, and Hatem 

Qafisha, senior Hamas figure from Hebron (IDF spokesman, October 15, 2023). 

! The PA ministry of health reported that 55 Palestinians had been killed in Judea and 

Samaria and about 1,200 wounded since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip (ministry 

of health in Ramallah Facebook page, October 15, 2023).  

! According to the ministry of health in Ramallah, since October 12, 2023, 24 Palestinians had 

been killed in Judea, Samaria and east Jerusalem. Of them, 16 were killed in riots and 

attempts to carry out terrorist attacks as part of the "al-Aqsa Storm Friday day of rage."  

! An IDF reserve officer was killed by IDF gunfire near the village of Immatin (east of Qalqilya). 

Initial investigations indicate that he was accidentally shot by IDF soldiers engaged in 

operational activity at the site (IDF spokesman's Twitter account, October 14, 2023). 

!On its Telegram page, Hamas posted a call to all residents throughout Judea and Samaria 

to establish popular defense committees in all regional locations to repel attacks by Israelis 

who threatened to escalate the situation and attack homes and property. The movement 

stressed that “it is the duty of all Palestinians to stand up and defend their homes and take an 

active part in the battle of al-Aqsa Storm" (al-Aqsa TV, October 14, 2023). 

Palestinian Authority  

!Meeting in Amman with Jordan's King Abdullah II, Mahmoud Abbas related to the abductees 

held by Hamas and stressed the need for political action "to end the occupation and achieve 

peace." He called for the release of civilians, prisoners and detainees on both sides, adding 

that settler activity against the Palestinians and the "extremist incursions into al-Aqsa 

mosque," which were causing an escalation in the situation, had to be stopped (Wafa, October 

12, 2023). 
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!American Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with Mahmoud Abbas in Amman. A day 

later, Mahmoud Abbas spoke by phone with American President Joe Biden. Mahmoud Abbas 

stressed the need to stop "Israeli aggression against the Palestinian people," open 

humanitarian corridors and supply water and electricity to the Gaza Strip, and stop settler 

violence in Judea, Samaria and the holy sites in Jerusalem (Wafa, October 13 and 14, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Mahmoud Abbas meets with King Abdullah of Jordan (Wafa, October 12, 2023). Left: 
Mahmoud Abbas meets with Secretary of State Blinken (Wafa, October 13, 2023) 

!PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh said their first priority was to stop Israel's attacks 

in the Gaza Strip. He called on the UN to act immediately and for the Red Cross to renew the 

supply of water and electricity from Israel to the Gaza Strip. Shtayyeh warned that an Israeli 

ground operation would have catastrophic consequences (Facebook page of Muhammad 

Shtayyeh, October 13, 2023). 

!Riyadh Mansour, PA representative to the UN, sent the same communiqué to the UN 

secretary-general, the president of the General Assembly and the president of the Security 

Council, saying that the lives of all Palestinians were in danger due to Israel's ongoing 

aggression against Palestinian civilians, about half of whom were children. Mansour called for 

immediate action (Wafa, October 13, 2023).  

Judea and Samaria 

!Following Hamas' calls to encourage Palestinians in Judea and Samaria and Israeli Arabs 

and Palestinians on Israel's borders and around the world to demonstrate and escalate their 

activities and turn Friday, October 13, 2023, into a "day of rage," a series of events were 

recorded throughout Judea and Samaria and the Arab world. 

!In Judea and Samaria, thousands of Palestinians participated in mass marches after Friday 

prayers. Marches were held in Jenin, al-Bireh, Ramallah, Qalqilya, Nablus, Tulkarm and 

Hebron. They left the city centers for confrontation points and IDF checkpoints. The 



""!

"#$%&'!

participants waved Hamas flags, chanted "Allahu Akbar" and slogans expressing their support 

for the Gaza Strip, Hamas and the resistance. As part of the "day of rage," shots were fired at 

the communities of Dotan and Merav, as well as at the Salem checkpoint in the Jenin sector 

(Palinfo, October 13, 2023; AFP, October 13, 2023; Ultra Palestine website, October 13, 2023). 

The Jenin Battalion of the Jerusalem Brigades claimed responsibility for the shooting attacks 

(Jenin Battalion's Telegram channel, October 13, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: A march in Nablus (QudsN Twitter account, October 13, 2023). Left: A march in Ramallah 
(QudsN Twitter account, October 13, 2023) 

Iran 
!On October 12, 2023, Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian arrived in Beirut. He 

said at a press conference that the Islamic nations and governments could not tolerate the 

continuation of Israeli "war crimes" and that "the continuation of the crimes against the 

Palestinians" would receive a response from the "axis of resistance" [Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, 

the Palestinian terrorist organizations and the Houthis in Yemen] (al-Manar, October 12, 2023). 

While in Lebanon, Abdollahian met with Lebanese interim Prime Minister Najib Mikati; Foreign 

Minister Abdullah Bou Habib; Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri; and Hezbollah Secretary 

General Hassan Nasrallah. Abdollahian told Mikati that if "Israel's crimes" continued, the 

"resistance" would have to use additional means. Abdollahian and Nasrallah discussed 

"positions to be taken in light of the historical events and dangerous developments" (Tasnim, 

October 13, 2023).  

! In addition, the Iranian foreign minister met with representatives of the Palestinian 

organizations, headed by Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, and Saleh al-'Arouri, 

deputy head of Hamas' political bureau . Abdollahian said sources in the West admitted that 

Operation al-Aqsa Storm proved that Palestine was alive and that, contrary to some 

assessments, normalization with the "Zionist regime" would not end the Palestinian issue. He 
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added that Iran was continuing its diplomatic efforts to end Israel's "war crimes" in the Gaza 

Strip (Fars, October 13, 2023).  

!At the end of his visit to Lebanon, Abdollahian continued to Damascus and met with Syrian 

President Bashar Assad and Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal al-Mekdad to discuss the latest 

developments in the Palestinian arena. Abdollahian and al-Mekdad held a joint press 

conference, where Abdollahian claimed Israel was unable to cope with the "resistance" and 

therefore bombed and killed civilians, women and children, and deprived the Gaza Strip of 

water and electricity (al-Manar, October 13, 2023). Abdollahian returned to Lebanon from 

Syria and held a press conference where he said that if the scope of the war expanded, the 

"resistance" would decide how to act. He said the "resistance" had the means to stop the 

Israeli aggression and Iran fully supported the Palestinian people's "resistance" to Israel's 

actions. Abdollahian also said there was a possibility of opening new fronts according to the 

circumstances, stressing that the leaders of the "resistance" were optimally coordinated and 

prepared for any scenario and had their fingers on the trigger. He said Hezbollah Secretary 

General Hassan Nasrallah had always played a prominent role in achieving "security" for 

Lebanon and the region (al-Mayadeen, October 14, 2023). At the end of his visit, Abdollahian 

met in Beirut with Tor Wennesland, special UN envoy to the Middle East peace process, and 

told him that the opportunity for political action existed only today and that tomorrow would 

be too late. He added that if the UN wanted to do something, it had to stop Israel's attacks 

immediately (IRNA, October 14, 2023). 

!Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, meeting in Tehran with Nigerian Shi'ite leader 

Sheikh Ibrahim Zakzaki, said that what was happening in Palestine was one of the expressions 

of Islam's power. He praised the "unimaginable power of Islam in Palestine" and declared 

that, with Allah's help, the trend that began in Palestine would continue and lead to total 

victory for the Palestinians. Khamenei also said that the duty of the entire Muslim world was 

to help the Palestinian people (Mehr, October 14, 2023).  

!IRGC Commander Hossein Salami, speaking at marches held in Tehran in support of the 

Palestinians, said that Operation al-Aqsa Storm was the product of accumulated hatred on 

the part of a people uprooted from its land by oppressors. He called the Hamas operation "the 

greatest defeat in the history of the existence of the fake Zionist regime since 1948 and the 

greatest victory for the Palestinian movement" (ILNA, October 13, 2023).  



"$!

"#$%&'!

!Ayatollah Mohammad Mohammadi Golpayegani, Iranian Supreme Leader's bureau chief, 

attacked Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in a speech during a religious ceremony, saying, 

"The humiliated prime minister of the Zionist regime said that the head of the snake was in 

Iran; It is not the head of the snake but the rod of Moses, and it will swallow all the snakes and 

destroy them." He praised Hamas and the "young Palestinians" and said the operation they 

carried out was unprecedented in the history of the "Zionist regime" (Tasnim, October 12, 

2023). 

Arab World 
Jordan 

! Jordan's King Abdullah II went on a tour of Europe to mobilize an international position to 

stop the fighting. The visit will reportedly deal with the deteriorating situation in the Gaza 

Strip and the need to provide humanitarian aid to the Palestinians. He is expected to meet 

with the British prime minister, the Italian prime minister, the president and chancellor of 

Germany, and the president of France (Petra News Agency, October 15, 2023). 

!The Jordanian foreign ministry issued a statement warning of a humanitarian disaster in the 

Gaza Strip. Foreign minister al-Safadi stressed that the international community had to treat 

the war in the Gaza Strip according to a uniform criterion: condemn the killing of Palestinian 

residents as it condemned the killing of Israeli civilians since civilian victims are victims 

regardless of identity or nationality (Jordanian foreign ministry website, October 14, 2023) 

!The Jordanian ministry of the interior announced a "ban on gathering and demonstrating in 

the Jordan Valley and on the border with Israel, out of concern for the safety of civilians." The 

ministry made it clear that the Jordanian security forces would take all measures to ensure 

this prohibition (al-Mamlaka Network, October 12, 2023). Thousands of Jordanians 

participated in marches held in most of Jordan's governorates. They chanted slogans in favor 

of the "resistance" in Gaza and demanded that the siege on the Gaza Strip be lifted and the 

"Israeli aggression" be stopped. Many reached the border area, where the Jordanian security 

forces dispersed them (Amman, October 13, 2023).  

Egypt 

! Al-Azhar University held demonstrations in solidarity with the residents of the Gaza Strip. 

The demonstrations included slogans: "In spirit and fire we will redeem you, al-Aqsa," and 

"Khaybar, Khaybar, Jews, Muhammad's army will return" (al-Arabiya, October 13, 2023). It 
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should be noted that prior to the events, it was reported that Egypt had taken unprecedented 

steps to prevent a breach of the border with the Gaza Strip and that thousands of members of 

the security forces were deployed near the border (AP, October 13, 2023).  

! Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi called on "all sides to act sensibly on the 

Palestinian issue and commit to exercise restraint." He stressed that "civilians, babies and 

women must be removed from the circle of revenge,” calling for the return to the path of 

negotiations. He added that Egypt was prepared to use all its capabilities and efforts to 

mediate, in coordination with all regional and international parties operating unconditionally 

(al-Youm al-Sabaa, October 12, 2023). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Demonstration at al-Azhar University in solidarity with Hamas  
(al-Arabiya, October 13, 2023) 

Saudi Arabia  

!The Saudi Arabian foreign ministry issued a condemnation of the attacks against Palestinian 

civilians. It argued that the siege had to be lifted, international law had to be upheld, and a 

peace process had to be promoted. It was also reported that Saudi Arabia called on the 

international community to provide medical needs for the residents of the Gaza Strip, saying 

that denying their basic needs was a violation of international law and would exacerbate the 

crisis (Saudi Arabian foreign ministry Twitter account, October 13, 2023). 

Iraq 

!A spokesman for the Sayyid al-Shuhada Brigades, an Iraqi pro-Iranian militia, said the militia 

was ready to enter the war in the Gaza Strip and that it was not just media statements. He said 

the participation of the militia in the war depended on two factors, the needs of the 

Palestinian "resistance" and the United States' joining in the fighting (Baghdad al-Youm, 

October 14, 2023). 
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!According to "informed Iraqi sources," several commanders of the pro-Iranian militias in 

Iraq traveled to military sites in Lebanon and Syria several times to tour the border sites and 

strengthen coordination. According to the report, the Iranians sent messages to the Iraqi 

organizations about the situation in Gaza, stating that the expansion of the war could lead to 

their direct intervention. "Iraqi sources" reported that "the decision to wait is still valid, but 

the Iraqi organizations are waiting for Iranian orders that have not yet arrived, and they will 

not act without them (al-Sharq al-Awsat , October 15, 2023). 

Yemen 

!Mahdi al-Mashat, chairman of the Houthi Supreme Political Council, spoke with Ziyad al-

Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, and expressed Yemen's support for the Palestinians. Al-

Nakhalah thanked him for his support and said they trusted the Yemeni people to support 

them (Saba News Agency, October 13, 2023). 

Turkey  

! The Turkish parliament condemned the Israeli attacks against the Gaza Strip and called for 

them to end. The parliament demanded that the international community, especially the UN 

Security Council, guide the parties to a just solution based on the two-state solution (al-

Andalou News, October 12, 2023).  

Western countries 
France 

! French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna announced that at least 15 French citizens 

had been killed in Hamas' terrorist attack against Israel. She said other French citizens were 

missing, some of whom may have been abducted (Ynet, October 13, 2023). 

UN Institutions 

!Karim Khan, prosecutor general at the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague, 

said the court would be able to hear Hamas' war crimes against Israel (Reuters, October 13, 

2023). The United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (OHCHR) 

announced that it would examine cases of war crimes related to the war in Gaza and the Israeli 

villages near the border, noting that it was collecting information on the subject (ohchr.org, 

October 13, 2023).  
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Global Jihad 
ISIS calls on Muslims to help the Gaza Strip  

! The editorial of ISIS's al-Nab!’ weekly, entitled "Assistance to Muslims," called on Muslims 

to help in the fighting and with money and propaganda for the Gaza Strip, without explicitly 

mentioning the word Gaza (Telegram, October 12, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The article "Assistance to Muslims" (Telegram, October 12, 2023) 

Al-Shabaab issues a statement in support of Hamas 

! The media wing of the al-Qaeda-affiliated al-Shabaab, operating mainly in Somalia and the 

Horn of Africa, issued an announcement praising Hamas' attack on Israel, calling it a war of 

"jihad." The announcement called on the Palestinians to engage in jihad, be patient and 

internalize that they were on the "front line" in the struggle for Jerusalem. At the end of the 

announcement read, "We are fighting in Somalia, but our eyes are on Jerusalem" (Shahada 

News Agency, October 11, 2023). 
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1Overview 

! The southern sector: Israeli Air Force attacks on Gaza City continued after at least 

some of the residents of the northern Gaza Strip had responded to the IDF's calls to evacuate; 

during the past day there were more than 250 air strikes. The Palestinians reported the night 

of October 15, 2023, had been the worst since the outbreak of the war. The IDF displayed huge 

amounts of terrorist weapons and equipment which showed Hamas' intention to take over 

large sections of southern Israel and remain in the territory for an extended period of time. 

! The Gaza Strip: The humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip is worsening. As of 1 p.m. 

on October 16, calls for a ceasefire to deliver supplies to the residents and open the Rafah 

Crossing had not been answered. 

! So far, more than 1,300 Israeli civilian and soldier deaths have been reported. The 

number of the wounded stands at 3,526; Hamas is holding 199 abductees, civilians and 

soldiers, in the Gaza Strip. 

! The northern sector: Tensions continued mounting in northern Israel. During the 

past day Hezbollah fired anti-tank missiles at IDF forces, killing an IDF soldier. A rocket barrage 

was launched at the settlements of the Western Galilee, for which Hamas' military-terrorist 

wing claimed responsibility. The IDF responded with air strikes, artillery fire and tank fire. 

! Judea and Samaria: Israeli security forces detained several dozen Palestinians 

suspected of terrorist activities. Mahmoud Abbas' feeble condemnation of Hamas' barbaric 

attack on the Israeli villages near the Gaza Strip was deleted shortly after it was issued. 

! Iran: Iran continues public support for the Palestinians and diplomatic activity to stop 

the fighting and does not rule out intervention in the future if conditions change. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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! The Arab world: Arab countries have been holding meetings and contacts with 

various parties for a ceasefire and the transfer of aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip. Al-

Qaeda called on Muslims to support Hamas, participate in the fighting and attack Israelis and 

United States assets. 

! The United States: President Joe Biden said Hamas had to be eliminated but that 

occupying the Gaza Strip would be a mistake. He also sent an unequivocal message to Iran 

and Hezbollah not to enter the war. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

! Ground activity: Activities continue to secure the Israeli cities, towns and villages 

surrounding  and near the Gaza Strip to prevent terrorist squads from infiltrating. 

! Aerial activity: During the past day the IDF attacked approximately 250 military-

terrorist targets, most of them inside Gaza City, where they are highly concentrated and for 

the most part underground. The IDF destroyed dozens of Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad 

(PIJ) military-terrorist headquarters, observation posts and rocket launching positions, killing 

several senior terrorist operatives, including the commander of the southern district of 

Hamas' "national security." 

! According to Palestinian media reports from Gaza, the night of October 15, 2023 was 

the most difficult since the beginning of the war because of the intensity of the attacks, which 

continued throughout the night without a break (QudsN Twitter account, October 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli Air Force strikes on October 15 (IDF spokesman's website, October 15, 2023) 
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The Israeli Air Force attacks Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip (IDF website, October 15, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli Air Force strikes in Gaza City (QudsN Twitter account, October 15, 2023) 

Rocket Launches 

! Meanwhile, the terrorist organizations continued firing rockets, although during the 

past day there was a noticeable decrease in the frequency and quantity of the barrages. Most 

of the rockets were fired at Ashqelon and the villages around Gaza, the rest at central Israel. A 

house in Ashqelon was damaged by a direct hit. There were no casualties. On the morning of 

October 16, 2023, rocket fire resumed after a hiatus of several hours. Barrages targeted the 

villages near the Gaza Strip and the cities of Ashdod and Modi'in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A direct rocket hit on a house in Sderot (Shehab Twitter account, October 15, 2023) 
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Israel's wounded and abducted  

So far, more than 1,300 civilian and soldier deaths and 3,526 wounded have been 

reported, and the IDF told the families of 199 abductees, civilians and soldiers, that they 

were being held in the Gaza Strip. 

! Ibrahim al-Amin, known to be close to close to Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah 

secretary general, claimed a draft agreement for the release of the captives had been 

presented to Qatar. According to the agreement, all the civilian captives in the Gaza Strip, 

including the American citizens, would be released and foreigners would be permitted to 

leave in return for the delivery of medical aid and food. He also noted that as part of the 

agreement, Hamas requested a list of the names of people who, according to the United 

States and European countries, were among the captives in the Gaza Strip, and assurances 

that they were indeed civilians and not soldiers. Hamas also claimed it was not holding all the 

captives because they had been distributed among several organizations and military groups 

(al-Akhbar, October 16, 2023). 

Ceasefire declaration  

! On the morning of October 16, 2023, Reuters reported from "Egyptian security 

sources" that the United States, Israel and Egypt had agreed on a ceasefire in the southern 

Gaza Strip from 9:00 a.m., during which the Rafah Crossing would be open for the delivery of 

humanitarian aid (Reuters, October 16, 2023). In addition, Egypt will allow foreign citizens to 

leave the Gaza Strip, including local residents who hold foreign passports (Ma'ariv, October 

16, 2023). Following the announcement, crowds of people reportedly arrived at the Rafah 

Crossing (al-Arabiya, October 16, 2023) So far Israel has not announced a ceasefire, the 

Crossings remain closed and IDF forces continue fighting (update from the IDF spokesman, 

October 16, 2023). 

! Salama Maaruf, head of the Hamas "government" media information office in 

the Gaza Strip, reported that no message had yet been received from the Egyptians about 

opening the Rafah Crossing and that everything reported about the issue "is aimed at the 

Israeli media" (al-Ghad, October 16, 2023). Sameh Shukri, the Egyptian foreign minister, 

reported that as of 1:00 p.m. no agreement had been reached for opening the Rafah Crossing. 

He added they were working with all parties to open it as soon as possible (al-Ghad TV, 

October 16, 2023). 
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! Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said rumors about a ceasefire 

of a few hours or opening the Rafah Crossing were not true. He asked the media to rely only 

on the official Hamas sources (Hamas Telegram channel, October 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Trucks carrying humanitarian assistance wait in El Arish for the Rafah Crossing to open. 
Left: Palestinians wait on the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing (al-Ghad TV, October 16, 2023) 

Captured equipment and weapons 

! The IDF displayed Hamas materiel taken from Hamas terrorists on Israeli territory, 

including thousands of weapons of various types, mobile devices, communication devices 

and cameras, as well as documents and certificates. Among the documents were detailed 

attack orders for the villages surrounding Gaza, testifying that the attack specifically and 

unequivocally targeted both civilians and soldiers. The material contained details of the 

forces that took part in the terrorist attack, coordination operations, the stages of the attack 

and the code words. It also included instructions for dealing with and holding hostages. A 

detailed plan of the terrorist attack on Kibbutz Alumim was found on the body of a Hamas 

terrorist (IDF spokesman, October 15, 2023). 

! The quantity of weapons found in the area was enormous. There were thousands of 

assault rifles and ammunition magazines, bombs and anti-tank missile launchers, RPG 

launchers, thermobaric weapons2 designed to ignite fires, various types of IEDs, including 

anti-personnel IEDs, anti-tank IEDs, mines, limpet mines, detonators and hand grenades. 

Communications equipment and night vision equipment were also captured. A considerable 

part of the combat equipment was produced locally in workshops throughout the Gaza Strip; 

!
2 A thermobaric weapon, also called an aerosol bomb, or a vacuum bomb, is a type of explosive 
munitions that work by dispersing an aerosol cloud of gas, liquid or powdered explosive. Thermobaric 
weapons are almost 100% fuel and as a result are significantly more energetic than conventional 
explosives of equal weight (Wikipedia). 
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some of it was smuggled into the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman, October 15, 2023). The quantities 

of weapons show Hamas' plans to fight in Israeli territory for several weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the weapons seized (IDF spokesman, October 15, 2023) 

The Gaza Strip 
Evacuating residents from the northern Gaza Strip 

! Israel continued to encourage the residents of the northern Gaza Strip to evacuate to 

the central and southern Gaza Strip. Hamas continued preventing them from leaving and its 

operatives erected roadblocks and confiscated vehicles. In the afternoon, after Israel restored 

the water supply to the southern Gaza Strip, Israel announced that the window of opportunity 

to leave the northern Gaza Strip had closed. 

! The Egyptian foreign ministry protested the IDF's call to the residents of the northern 

Gaza Strip to move south, claiming it was a serious violation of international and 

humanitarian law and would expose millions of civilians to danger. Egypt asked the UN 

Security Council to take responsibility and stop the measure (Egyptian foreign ministry 

website, October 14, 2023). 

! The foreign ministry of Qatar also announced the country's strong opposition to 

attempts to forcefully expel the Palestinians from the Gaza Strip and warned of the danger of 

collective punishment, which included calls for the evacuation of the northern Gaza Strip 

residents. Qatar urged the international community to intervene to open humanitarian 

corridors which would allow international organizations to bring in food and medical aid and 

evacuate wounded civilians (Qatari foreign ministry Twitter account, October 14, 2023). 

Palestinian casualties 

! The ministry of health in Ramallah reported that as of 9:00 a.m., since the beginning 

of the war 2,750 Palestinians had been killed and 9,700 wounded (ministry of health in 
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Ramallah Facebook page, October 16, 2023). Hamas spokesman Hazem Qassem claimed 

that more than 1,000 children had been killed in Israeli attacks (Hamas Telegram channel, 

October 15, 2023). 

! The IDF spokesman reported that Mu'ataz Eid, the commander of Hamas "national 

security" for the southern district of the Gaza Strip, had been killed in an airstrike. 

! Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau and head of Hamas' central 

media information bureau in Hamas, claimed the reports of the death of the wife and 

children of the Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing spokesman were 

not true (Hamas Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

! UNRWA reported that approximately 400,000 Gazans were currently staying in the 

agency's shelters throughout the Gaza Strip (UN website, October 15, 2023). The United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)3 in Gaza reported that the 

fuel reserves in the hospitals would be sufficient for the next 24 hours (QudsN Twitter account, 

October 16, 2023). An identical statement was issued on October 12, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gazans in UNRWA schools in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip (Wafa, October 15, 2023) 

! Water and electricity were cut off in most areas of the northern Gaza Strip. Water is 

available in the central and southern Gaza Strip for two hours a day, in addition to wells and 

pumps activated by generators or solar electricity. UNRWA reported that Gazans were 

drinking contaminated water instead of using water supplied by the potable water stations.  

!
3 The agency was established in 1991 by a UN General Assembly resolution, and was designed to 
strengthen and coordinate UN responses in emergency situations and natural disasters. Its offices are 
scattered has around the globe. The Palestinian branch was established in 2002, its center is in 
Jerusalem and it has offices in Gaza, Ramallah, Hebron and Nablus. 
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! Mazen Ghanim, chairman of the water commission, said that the remaining water 

sources in the Gaza Strip could not supply 15 liters per person per day, which is the minimum 

amount recommended by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 

emergency situations. The W.H.O. deals with the quality of water, not its amount. He also 

warned of the continued disruption of the water supply systems. He called on the 

international community to take responsibility for protecting the water commission's 

technical teams so they could operate the facilities and ensure the residents a supply of water 

supply (Wafa, October 15, 2023). 

! UNRWA Commissioner General Phillipe Lazzarini said the agency was unable to 

provide humanitarian aid and was "on the verge of collapse." He said at least one million 

people had been forced to flee their homes and that "a river of people continues to flow 

south." He said UNRWA had lost 14 staff members who had moved to Gaza. He demanded the 

immediate transfer of essential supplies such as fuel, water, food and medicine. 

Aid for Gaza 

! The American president appointed David Satterfield, former ambassador to Turkey, 

as the special envoy for humanitarian issues in the Middle East. According to reports, he will 

lead the American diplomatic effort in dealing with the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip 

(United States State Department website, October 15, 2023). 

Hamas 

! Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of the Hamas political bureau, related to the 

following in an interview (Arab Post, October 15, 2023): 

! Continuing the campaign: He claimed Hamas' military wing had taken into 

account the management of a long campaign and knew how to conduct it. Hamas was 

prepared for all circumstances and conditions on the ground, whether a ceasefire, the 

continuation of the campaign or any other option on the table. 

! Possibility of ground combat: He said Hamas could not confront aircraft and 

artillery fire outside the Gaza Strip, or the artillery fire from battleships, but Hamas was 

ready for a ground confrontation, and could win as it successfully broke the [IDF's] Gaza 

Division. However, he was of the opinion that the IDF would not enter the Gaza Strip. 
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! The Israeli abductees: H claimed the issue was very complex and could not 

be discussed now. First there had to be a ceasefire to count the exact number of captives 

because, he claimed, Israel's policy "is to attack both captive and captors." 

! Opening the Rafah Crossing: Hamas, he said, was in contact with Egypt 

regarding the Rafah Crossing, bringing in aid and allowing humanitarian cases or 

foreign residents to leave. However, he claimed, there were no developments on the 

ground whatsoever due to "Israel's intransigence." 

! Jordan: Asked about Hamas' relationship and contacts with Jordan, he 

claimed Jordan had no role in the recent events in the Gaza Strip. They were in contact 

with the lower [diplomatic?/government?] echelons but there was no contact on a 

specific issue related to the war in the Gaza Strip. He added they also had no contact on 

the issue with the Palestinian Authority. 

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 

! Abu Hamza, spokesman for the PIJ's military-terrorist wing, said in a recorded 

statement that in view of the blows the "resistance" had inflicted on Israel, it had resorted to 

impossible, unfortunate attempts to expel the Palestinians. He claimed the reaction of the 

young men and women, old men and children was to stand firmly their ground. He also 

claimed that Israel's attacks on "mosques, homes and children," which were in violation of all 

religious, legal and humanitarian conventions, did not damage their spirit in any way (Abu 

Hamza's Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). 

The Northern Arena 
Lebanon 

! The past day was the most tense on the Lebanese border since the beginning of the 

war. On the morning of October 15, 2023, an anti-tank missile was fired at the village of 

Shtoula, near the Lebanese border, killing a civilian At 3:25 p.m. an anti-tank missile was fired 

at the Kibbutz Hanita area, the fifth missile attack since the morning. According to the Israeli 

media, three people were injured, one of them seriously (Walla, October 15, 2023). It was later 

reported that an IDF soldier died in the incident (IDF spokesman, October 16, 2023). 

! Hezbollah claimed responsibility for attacking the "Hanita military base" with anti-

tank missiles, "causing several deaths and injuries and damaging two Merkava tanks and an 
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APC." Hezbollah claimed the attack was an extension of the response to the attack on the 

journalists in Alma al-Sha'ab and the attack on civilians in Shebaa (Hezbollah's combat 

propaganda Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). 

! In response, IDF forces attacked the area from which the anti-tank missiles had been 

launched in response to an earlier attack on a Hezbollah military-terrorist facility (IDF 

spokesman, October 15, 2023). 

! At around 4:30 p.m. on October 15, 2023, nine rockets were fired from Lebanon at the 

Western Galilee. Aerial defense fighters intercepted five of them. In response, the IDF fired 

artillery at the area from which the rockets were launched (IDF spokesman, October 15, 2023. 

! According to reports, a rocket fired from south Lebanon towards Israel hit UNIFIL 

headquarters in al-Naqoura (al-Akhbar Twitter account, October 15, 2023). UNIFIL later 

reported its headquarters in al-Naqoura had been hit by a rocket, adding that there were no 

casualties and they were working to verify where it was fired from. UNIFIL also stated they 

were continuing contacts with both sides in an attempt to deflate the situation, but the 

military escalation unfortunately continued. UNIFIL noted that attacks against civilians or UN 

workers were a violation of international law and could be considered as constituting war 

crimes (UNIFIL Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). 

! Hamas' military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for launching a barrage of about 

twenty rockets at the northern border cities of Shlomi, Nahariya and their surroundings in 

response to "the crimes of the occupation in Gaza" (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram 

channel, October 15, 2023). 

! At around 5 p.m. on October 15, 2023, more anti-tank fire was reported on the 

Lebanese border. Hezbollah announced its operatives had attacked five IDF posts on the 

Lebanese border with direct trajectory fire.4 In response, the IDF attacked the sources of the 

fire with artillery fire. Another anti-tank missile was then fired at an IDF post on the border 

with Lebanon (Hezbollah's combat propaganda Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). 

! At 5:53 p.m., Hezbollah announced its operatives had shot at and deactivated Israel's 

cameras and technical devices along the border fence near Metulla (Hezbollah's combat 

propaganda Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). In response, during the night IDF forces 

!
4 As opposed to rockets, whose trajectory is a parabola, curving first upwards and then down. 
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attacked Hezbollah military facilities in Lebanese territory from the air and the ground (IDF 

spokesman, October 15, 2023). 

! In the wake of the events in the north, the Israeli Ministry of Defense and the IDF, on 

behalf of the National Emergency Authority (NEMA), ordered the evacuation of 28 towns and 

villages in the north lying within a distance of up to two kilometers from the Lebanese border 

(IDF spokesman, October 16, 2023). 

 

Reactions 

!  Nabil Qaouq, a member of Hezbollah's Central Council, claimed Israel's 

"aggression" in the Gaza Strip was "a threat to Lebanon's security." He added that Israeli 

"aggression" against Lebanon at any time or place would be met with "a harsh and immediate 

response." He claimed the American aircraft carriers and other ships did not scare them and 

would not keep them from protecting their people and homeland. He accused the United 

States of being primarily responsible for the "ongoing massacre" in Gaza because it 

encouraged and armed Israel. He claimed American naval power had arrived to isolate the 

Gaza Strip from external aid and prevent the "resistance" [Hezbollah and Palestinian terrorist 

organizations] in Lebanon from supporting and assisting the Gaza Strip (al-Ahed, October 15, 

2023). 

! Hassan Fadlallah, a member of the Hezbollah faction in the Lebanese Parliament, 

claimed Israel was facing strong "resistance" in Gaza and the Palestinian people would 

continue with the "resistance forces" [terrorist operatives] fighting at their side. He claimed 

they were prepared for any scenario but would not reveal their next steps. He claimed they 

were protecting Lebanon and when Hezbollah aimed missiles at Israel it openly claimed 

responsibility. He also noted that the "equation" according to which any Israeli aggression 

would be met with a response still held true for them (al-Mayadeen, October 15, 2023). 

! Abdullah Bou Habib, the Lebanese foreign minister, said that Lebanon was being 

pressured not to open another front. He also said Najib Mikati, the prime minister of the 

interim government, and Nabih Berri, the speaker of the Lebanese Parliament, were 

exerting pressure on Israel to stop the escalation in the Gaza Strip (al-Nashra, October 16, 

2023). 
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! "Political sources" said that the Lebanese government spoke daily with senior 

American and European officials, who were pressuring Hezbollah not to join the war. It was 

also reported that Najib Mikati had conveyed the message to the Hezbollah without receiving 

a response (al-Akhbar, October 16, 2023). 

! However, voices were also heard in Lebanon opposing Hezbollah's activities. For 

example, Fadi Kerem, a Lebanese Forces [Christians] member of the Lebanese 

Parliament, said the "unification of the arenas" in fact annulled the sovereignty and 

independence of Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. He said Hezbollah protected itself, its environment 

and the place where it existed geographically, but not Lebanon. If Hezbollah entered the war, 

it would be impossible to know what would happen to Lebanon and if Iran also intervened, 

what Russia's position would be (MTV, October 16, 2023). Prof. Maroun Khater a Lebanese 

financial and economic researcher, said Lebanon, which was experiencing an economic 

collapse, would not be able to bear the consequences of any kind of war (Lebanon Debate, 

October 16, 2023). 

Presence of Hamas military operatives in Lebanon 

! After the rocket fire of Hamas’ military-terrorist wing, Asharq al-Awsat published an 

article dealing with the presence of operatives of Hamas’ military-terrorist wing in Lebanon. 

It noted that senior Hamas figures were reluctant to talk about the issue or about the number 

of operatives or their goals. According to the article, most of the Hamas force was 

concentrated in the Burj al-Shamali and al-Bas refugee camps in the Tyre area, in the Burj al-

Barajneh camp in Beirut, and there was a growing presence in the Ein al-Hilweh refugee camp. 

According to a “reliable Palestinian source,” there were no camps where operatives of the 

military-terrorist wing had declared their presence, which was kept secret in most of the 

camps.  

! Rafat Mara, who is in charge of Hamas' public activities, said the Palestinian 

refugees were exercising their natural right to confront Israel from Lebanon. Regarding the 

question of whether Hamas operations from Lebanese territory would increase, and whether 

there would be a large-scale attack by the "resistance axis" from south Lebanon, he said that 

the future of the operations was related to the situation in the Gaza Strip and the results of 

the efforts to stop the aggression.  



*#!

"#$%&'!

! According to Palestinian researcher Hisham Debsi, the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades 

have no bases outside the refugee camps in Lebanese territory and were located where 

Hamas was present in all the Palestinian refugee camps. He claimed that for reasons of 

logistics, Hamas could not send a terrorist squad across the border to carry out operations in 

Israeli territory without Hezbollah's support. He also ruled out the possibility that Hamas 

could open the south Lebanon front against Israel. According to Debsi, since the south 

Lebanon area was closed by the Lebanese army and Hezbollah, the Palestinians in Lebanon 

had not acted independently of their ties with Hezbollah, Syria or the Lebanese army. 

Therefore, no matter how strong Hamas was inside the camps, its strength could not be 

translated into the ability to open a military front from south Lebanon independent of 

Hezbollah's decision. Lebanese political analyst Qassem Qassir noted that the 

developments in the Gaza Strip had caused all the "resistance" [terrorist] forces to provide 

support on the ground. He said that so far operations were limited, but if the situation in the 

Gaza Strip worsened, a south Lebanon front might open (al-Sharq al-Awsat, October 15, 2023). 

Pro-Iranian militias in Lebanon 

! There have been reports that operatives of two armed pro-Iranian Iraqi militias, the 

Sayyid al-Shuhada Brigades and the Imam Ali Brigades, have been deployed in south Lebanon 

(@nourabohsn Twitter account, October 15, 2023). A photo was also posted of al-Hajj Abu 

Ilaa al-Wala'i, secretary general of the Sayyid al-Shuhada Brigades, standing near the 

Israeli-Lebanese border (Sayyid al-Shuhada Brigades' Telegram channel, October 15, 2023). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary General of the Sayyid al-Shuhada Brigades near the Israeli-Lebanese border  
(Sayyid al-Shuhada Brigades' Telegram channel, October 15, 2023) 
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Syria 

!  A day after the attack on Aleppo International Airport, Syria announced that as of 

08:00 a.m. on, October 16, 2023, the damage had been repaired and all aircraft traffic at the 

airport had resumed (Twitter account of the Syrian Ministry of Transport, October 15, 2023). 

! The Syrian opposition channel, Suria TV, reported that Ababil-2 drones had been 

transferred to Hezbollah's Fuj al-Julan in the Quneitra area (Suria TV, October 12, 2023).  

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Events  

! The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities in Judea and 

Samaria, detaining 40 terrorist operatives, 20 of them from Hamas. During their activity, large 

quantities of weapons were confiscated. Since the beginning of the war, 360 wanted 

Palestinians have been detained, 210 of them Hamas operatives (IDF spokesman Twitter 

account, October 16, 2023). The Palestinian Prisoners' Club reported that since the beginning 

of the war, about 540 Palestinians had been detained in Judea, Samaria and east Jerusalem 

(al-Araby al-Jadeed, October 16, 2023). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Weapons confiscated during Israeli security force activity  

(IDF Spokesman's Twitter account, October 16, 2023) 

! The ministry of health in Ramallah reported that three Palestinians were killed in 

Judea and Samaria. In clashes during Israeli security force activity in the 'Aqabat Jaber 

refugee camp (near Jericho), another Palestinian was killed (the PA Health Ministry's 

Telegram channel, October 15 and 16, 2023). The ministry of health reported that since the 

beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, 58 Palestinians had been killed and 1,250 wounded in 



*%!

"#$%&'!

Judea and Samaria (ministry of health in Ramallah Telegram channel, October 15 and 16, 

2023).  

Palestinian Authority  

! Mahmoud Abbas, chairman of the Palestinian Authority, spoke on the phone with 

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. Abbas claimed that "Hamas' policies and actions do 

not represent the Palestinian people, and the PLO is the only body representing the 

Palestinian people.” Shortly after Wafa published the text of the conversation, an amendment 

was published, according to which Mahmoud Abbas told Maduro that "the policies and 

decisions of the PLO are the only ones that represent the Palestinian people, since it is the 

only body that represents the Palestinian people and no other body." That replaced the 

previous report, according to which Abbas had condemned Hamas (Wafa, October 16, 2023). 

! Muhammad Shtayyeh, PA prime minister, said the weekly cabinet meeting would 

be devoted to the war in the Gaza Strip. He called for an end to the Israeli attacks in the Gaza 

Strip and stressed that the Palestinians had the right to defend themselves. He warned against 

uprooting residents and a "new nakba" following the IDF's call for residents to evacuate to the 

southern Gaza Strip. He said the ministry of health was continuing her efforts with 

international bodies to bring medical aid into the Gaza Strip (Muhammad Shtayyeh's 

Facebook page, October 16, 2023). 

! Mei al-Kayla, PA minister of health, met with Ihab Suleiman, Egypt's 

representative in the PA, and briefed him on the situation in the Gaza Strip and her efforts 

to bring in medical aid (ministry of health in Ramallah Facebook page, October 15, 2023). 

Iran 
! Diplomatic activity continued in Iran:  

! Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi spoke by phone with French President 

Emmanuel Macron. He said that if Israel's "crimes" did not stop, the situation could 

become complicated and the campaign might expand (IRNA, October 15, 2023). 

! Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, the Iranian foreign minister, met with the Emir 

of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani. He thanked Qatar for its support for the 

Palestinians, saying an end had to be put to Israel's [alleged] "war crimes" and the 

"siege" of the Gaza Strip (Tasnim, October 15, 2023). 
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!  The Iranian ambassador to Iraq, Mohammad Kazem Al-e Sadeq, met with 

the Palestinian ambassador to Baghdad. The Iranian ambassador stressed Iran's 

support for the Palestinian people (IRNA, October 15, 2023). 

! Ali-Akbar Velayati, advisor to the Supreme Leader of Iran, met with 

Khaled Qaddoumi, Hamas representative in Tehran. Velayati said "the speed with 

which Hamas' operation was carried out was highly admirable" [sic] and that Iran stood 

by the Palestinian people and would continue to support it. He added that Hamas had 

to continue to advance with all its force, the Muslim world was united in its support for 

the Palestinians, Israel was dying, and the Palestinian people would win. Qaddoumi 

thanked Velayati for Iran's support for the Palestinians, saying that the Palestinians had 

proved victory would be achieved and that Jerusalem would be "liberated" (Tasnim, 

October 16, 2023). 

! IRGC Commander Hossein Salami said that Operation al-Aqsa Storm was the first 

stage in the collapse of the "Zionist regime." He stressed that Hamas alone, without relying 

on any other force, had inflicted a great defeat on the Zionists (Tasnim, October 16, 2023). 

! The Iranian delegation to the UN conveyed a message, via Reuters, that the Iranian 

armed forces would not intervene in the war against Israel, provided it "does not attack Iran, 

its interests and its citizens." The message also said that the "resistance front" [Palestinian 

terrorist organizations and Hezbollah] could defend itself (Reuters, October 15, 2023). 

! However, in an interview, Abdollahian once again warned that if efforts to stop the 

Israeli attacks in Gaza failed, the possibility of expanding the war fronts was growing by the 

hour. He claimed Iran had informed Israel that if its "crimes" did not stop, tomorrow would be 

too late. He also noted that "Iran cannot remain a bystander in such a situation." Abdollahian 

also noted that Hezbollah had drawn its red lines and would take the necessary steps if 

necessary. He claimed that the scope of the war expanded, the United States would also suffer 

heavy losses (al-Jazeera, October 15, 2023). 

! Hossein Kanani Moghaddam, a conservative Iranian commentator and former 

senior IRGC official, said in an interview that Iran was being accused of involvement in the 

Hamas attack to deter Iran from assisting its Palestinian allies at this crucial time. He noted 

that Iran had unequivocally declared its support for all sides fighting against Israel and 

maintained contact and coordination with its allies in the "axis of resistance," but refrained 

from intervening in the fighting because the Palestinians were capable of achieving victory on 
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their own. He added that the "resistance" was prepared to respond to the "occupation's 

crimes against the Palestinians" but would not enter the battle until it had carefully 

considered all aspects and was confident of its ability to achieve a decisive and final victory. 

Regarding Iran's direct intervention in the fighting, he said that Iran was not currently directly 

confronting Israel, but that if Israel crossed Tehran's red lines, including the "genocide" of the 

Palestinian people, hostile actions against Hezbollah in Lebanon or Syria, or expanding the 

scope of the conflict in the region, Iran's position might change (al-Jazeera, October 15, 2023). 

! Nasser Kanani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, said at his weekly 

press conference that Iran was acting in the political and international arena to defend the 

Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip and that the top priority was to end the killing and "siege" 

of the Palestinians in Gaza. He added that Israel's continued "war crimes" could throw the 

situation in the region out of control and that if Israel's "inhumane policy" continued, all 

options were open. Kanani also said that the claim of Iranian military involvement in the 

Gaza Strip was baseless. He said anyone who supported Israel and its "current crimes" bore 

the same degree of international responsibility and had to be held accountable (Fars, October 

16, 2023). 

 

The Arab World 
Egypt  

! Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi convened a meeting of the National 

Security Council to discuss regional developments, especially the military escalation in the 

Gaza Strip. Several decisions were reportedly made at the meeting, including continued 

coordination with international and regional partners to de-escalate the situation and stop 

harming civilians, increasing communication with aid organizations and increasing efforts to 

calm the situation. The Council emphasized that Egypt's national security was a red line which 

could not be compromised. Egypt called for regional and international summit conferences 

to be held on its territory to discuss developments (Egyptian presidential spokesman's 

Facebook page, October 15, 2023). 

!  The Egyptian president met with the United States  Department of State Secretary 

Antony Blinken. Sisi said Israel's response to the Hamas attack went a claim of self-defense 

and had become "collective punishment" (al-Qahara, October 15, 2023). 
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Jordan 

! Foreign Minister Ayman al-Safadi said that bringing humanitarian aid into the Gaza 

Strip was necessary to prevent deaths and destruction. He said that during their visit to 

Europe, he and King Abdullah II of Jordan would try to bring about a ceasefire. He also said 

that they would not allow Palestinians to be expelled from their land and as far as they were 

concerned it was a "red line," because the Palestinian was no less human than the Israeli, and 

the world had to understand that (al-Jazeera, October 15, 2023). 

! Meeting with the foreign ministers of the UAE, Oman and Iraq, Al-Safadi said the 

"humanitarian catastrophe in the Gaza Strip" had to end and withholding aid was a war crime 

and a violation of international law. He also stressed that the international community had to 

condemn the killing of civilians on both sides. He called for an end to the escalation in the 

Gaza Strip and for work to renew peace negotiations based on the two-state solution (al-

Mamlaka, October 14, 2023).  

! Al-Safadi said the war was leading to a humanitarian catastrophe and constituted the 

"collective punishment of over two million Palestinians." He said the failure of the 

international community to stop the war reflected its failure to implement international law, 

which is intended to protect common human values and innocent civilians. He noted said the 

international community had to treat the war in the Gaza Strip according to a single criterion: 

condemn the killing of Palestinian residents just as it condemned the killing of Israeli civilians, 

since civilian victims are victims regardless of identity or nationality. He expressed his 

opposition to uprooting Palestinians from their homes, warning that Israel's attempt to 

impose it would "lead the region toward an abyss that will deepen and widen the conflict” 

(Jordanian foreign ministry Twitter account, October 14, 2023).  

Saudi Arabia 

!  The Saudi Arabian foreign ministry issued a statement condemning Israel's attacks 

on the Gaza Strip, claiming that the "siege" on the Gaza Strip had to be lifted. Saudi Arabia 

called on the international community to provide for the medical needs for the residents, 

saying that denying the residents of the Gaza Strip basic needs was a violation of international 

law and would exacerbate the crisis (Saudi Arabian foreign ministry Twitter account, October 

14, 2023).  
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!  According to “reliable Saudi sources,” in the wake of the escalation, the Saudis 

reconsidered their foreign policy priorities. As evidence, the article reported a telephone 

conversation which took place this week between the Saudi crown prince and Iranian 

President Raisi, which was the first conversation ever held between the two (Reuters, October 

13, 2023).  

Qatar  

!  Qatari Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abd al-Rahman held 

separate telephone conversations with the foreign ministers of Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia 

and Oman, to discuss the latest developments and ways to end the current escalation. Al-

Rahman stressed that Qatar's position was "firm" on condemning harm to civilians and 

"collective punishment." He stressed the need to open humanitarian corridors and warned 

against "attempts to forcibly uproot the Palestinian people" (Qatar News Agency, October 16, 

2023). 

Iraq 

!  Akram Kaabi, secretary general of the pro-Iranian al-Nujaba militia, spoke with 

Ismail Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, and told him that he, his men and their 

weapons were at his disposal, and they were willing to volunteer to go to Gaza, including as 

suicide bombers. Haniyeh thanked him and the millions of Iraqis who demonstrated last 

Friday in support of Hamas and "sent a message to the enemy that Gaza would not be left 

alone" (al-Nujaba militia website, October 16, 2023).  

 

Western Countries 
United States  

!  US Department of State Secretary Antony Blinken continued his tour of the Middle 

East and met with Qatar's Emir Tamim bin Hamad and other government officials and Saudi 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to discuss developments in the Gaza Strip, ways to stop 

the fighting, and humanitarian activity, including the release of the prisoners (Qatar News 

Agency, October 14; Saudi News Agency, Safa, October 15, 2023). According to reports, Blinken 

encountered strong opposition from the Egyptian president and the Saudi Arabian crown 

prince when he appealed to them to adopt the American view of the conflict between Hamas 
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and Israel. In addition, according to reports, efforts to persuade Saudi Arabia to condemn 

Hamas have so far failed (The Washington Post, October 16, 2023). 

!  Interviewed by CBS, President Joe Biden discussed the current escalation. He 

reiterated American support for Israel, saying that Hamas had to be eliminated, along with 

implementing the two-state solution. Asked whether American troops would participate in 

the war, he said it was unnecessary because he believed in the Israeli forces. However, he said, 

the United States would provide Israel with everything it needed. Regarding the occupation 

of Gaza, he said it would be a mistake. As for the northern front, he sent an unequivocal 

message to Iran and Hezbollah not to enter the war (CBS, October 15, 2023). 

United Nations 

! UN Secretary-General António Guterres called on Hamas to release hostages 

unconditionally. At the same time, he called on Israel to allow quick access for humanitarian 

aid to the Gaza Strip. He noted that the two issues were separate and should not become 

bargaining chips (Reuters, October 16, 2023). 

 

The Global Jihad 
Al-Qaeda called for attacks on Jews and US bases 

!  The al-Qaeda leadership called on Muslims around the world to participate in the 

fighting in Gaza, provide financial assistance and moral support for the "complete liberation 

of Palestine." The announcement called it a historic moment after it became clear that "the 

Israeli enemy is a paper tiger and its intelligence, military, security and economy are 

collapsing." Al-Qaeda has declared an "open war" against everything that is Crusader [the 

Christian West], Zionist and Israeli. The announcement also called on Muslims in countries 

bordering Israel to break through the borders and on the Sinai tribes to break the siege on 

Gaza. There was also a call to attack Israelis in the UAE, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, 

and to attack United States military bases, airports and embassies in Muslim countries. They 

also called for a boycott of Western products in general and those of Jewish-owned 

companies in particular (Telegram, October 14, 2023). 
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Text of al-Qaeda's announcement (Telegram, October 14, 2023) 

Al-Qaeda's in the Maghreb and Sahel calls for continued "jihad" 

!  Al-Qaeda's branch in the Maghreb and Jamaat Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimeen (JNIM), 

al-Qaeda's branch in the Sahel region, issued a joint statement praising the "jihad fighters," 

headed by Hamas' military-terrorist wing, for the terrorist campaign in the Israeli cities, towns 

and villages near the Gaza Strip border and calling on them to continue their "jihad." The 

announcement also noted that al-Qaeda was trying to reach and "liberate" Jerusalem called 

on Palestinians in Judea and Samaria to act (Telegram, October 13, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text of the joint announcement (Telegram, October 13, 2023) 

 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula joins the calls for "jihad" 

!  Al-Qaeda's branch in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), which operates from Yemen, 

praised Hamas for its action and called on the Palestinian "jihad fighters" to continue along 

the path. It was also noted that Muslims in Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, i.e., the 

countries bordering Israel, had a responsibility to help the Palestinians, whether with fighters, 

money, food, equipment and moral support (Telegram, October 14, 2023).  
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The opening part of the announcement by al-Qaeda branch in Yemen                                                   
(Telegram, October 14, 2023) 

 

Al-Qaeda-affiliated al-Shabaab holds a rally for the Gaza Strip 

!  On October 14, 2023, the al-Qaeda-affiliated al-Shabaab held a rally in Somalia in 

support of Hamas and the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. The rally called for the liberation of 

al-Aqsa and Jerusalem and for "blood for blood, destruction for destruction, forced migration 

for forced migration," claiming the war against Gaza was a war against Islam. Children 

participated in the rally wearing headbands reading "Al-Aqsa, we are coming," and posters 

showing al-Aqsa Mosque with an al-Qaeda flag flying above it (Shahada News Agency, October 

14, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Children with headbands reading "Al-Aqsa, we are coming." Left: Poster of al-Aqsa 
Mosque with an al-Qaeda flag flying above it (Shahada News Agency, October 14, 2023) 
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The Arabic reads, "Jerusalem will not be Judaized" (Shahada News Agency, October 14, 2023) 
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1Overview 

!The southern sector: The IDF continued its activity in the Gaza Strip, mainly by conducting 

airstrikes against terrorist targets of Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Several 

thousand terrorist targets have been attacked since the beginning of the war. Using precision-

guided munitions, Israeli Navy ships attacked Hamas military-terrorist targets from the sea, 

including operational headquarters in the center Gaza City and munitions depots. Meanwhile, 

terrorist operatives continued Þring rockets and mortar shells at Israel. Two barrages were 

Þred at the Jerusalem area during the opening of the Knesset's winter session. About 6,930 

rockets have been Þred at Israel since the beginning of the war. 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported, and 199 civilian 

and soldier abductees are currently held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 

of the war, 4,229 wounded have been evacuated to hospitals; 344 are still hospitalized. 

Hamas claimed between 200 and 250 hostages were being held in Gaza, some by Hamas and 

others by other organizations, and stated that negotiations would not take place under Þre. 

Hamas also said IDF soldiers with foreign citizenships would be considered "direct enemies." 

!The Gaza Strip: The humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip is worsening. Egypt erected a 

Þeld hospital on the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing. Many aid trucks are waiting to enter 

the strip through the Crossing, which is closed. Hamas operatives stole fuel and medical 

equipment from UNRWA warehouses. 

!The northern sector: Tensions continued mounting in northern Israel. During the past day 

there were several artillery and other attacks for which Hezbollah claimed responsibility. A 

squad of four terrorists was eliminated before it could penetrate Israeli territory. Lebanese 

government ofÞcials expressed concern over the opening of a northern war arena and were 

working, mainly on the diplomatic level, to prevent it. 
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!Judea and Samaria: The Israeli security forces continued extensive counterterrorism 

activities, detaining Palestinians suspected of terrorist activities. The Palestinian Authority 

(PA) continues its efforts to provide the Gaza Strip with humanitarian aid. 

!Iran: Iran has ramped up its threatening messages, apparently concerned that an Israeli 

ground attack could challenge Hamas' survival. Iran does not necessarily regard Hezbollah as 

its only option for an attack on Israel and might prefer other options, such as activating the 

pro-Iranian Shi'ite militias in Syria or Iraq. 

!The United Nations: The UN Security Council deliberation ended without a practical 

decision after the resolution proposed by Russia failed to achieve a majority vote. 

!The United States: The commander of the Central Command of the American Army has 

arrived in Israel. The President of the United States is planning to visit on October 18, 2023.  

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

!Aerial activity: The IDF continued air strikes on terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip. During the 

past day more than two hundred terrorist targets belonging to Hamas and the Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad (PIJ) were attacked. The targets included underground tunnels, rocket and 

mortar shell-launching squads and positions, dozens of operational headquarters, terrorist 

operatives and a bank that Þnanced terrorist activities. The military-terrorist headquarters of 

Ali Qadhi, a nukhba commander who was killed a few days ago, was also destroyed. On the 

morning of October 17, 2023, the attacks continued, focusing on the Zeitoun neighborhood in 

Gaza City, northern Rafah, Jabaliya and Khan Yunis (IDF spokesman, October 16, 17, 2023). 

!Usama al-Mazini, the head of Hamas' Shura Council in the Gaza Strip, who was responsible 

for the prisoner Þle, was killed in the airstrikes. The head of Hamas general intelligence in 

Khan Yunis was also killed (IDF spokesman, October 16, 2023). 
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Israeli Air Force strikes in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman's website, October 17, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Attack on the shaft of a terrorist attack tunnel. Left: Attack on the shaft of a mortar shell-
launching pit (IDF spokesman's website, October 16, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aftermath of attacks in Gaza City (QudsN Twitter account, October 17, 2023) 
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Right: Attack in west Gaza City (QudsN Twitter account, October 16, 2023). Left: A satellite 
image showing the destruction in Beit Hanoun in the northern Gaza Strip                                              

(al-Ghad TV, October 16, 2023) 

!Israeli Navy activity: Using precision-guided munitions, Israeli Navy ships attacked several 

Hamas military-terrorist targets from the sea, including operational headquarters in the 

center of Gaza City and munitions depots (IDF spokesman, October 17, 2023). 

!The IDF spokesman stated that since the beginning of the war, thousands of targets had 

been attacked and the attacks continued (IDF spokesman update, October 17, 2023). 

Rocket fire 

!Meanwhile, terrorists in the Gaza Strip continued Þring rockets at Israel's south and at the 

cities and towns in the center of the country. The number of attacks has decreased slightly, 

and most of them targeted the south. Several barrages were launched at Tel Aviv and the 

central cities, mainly in the evening. Two barrages were Þred at the Jerusalem area during the 

opening of the Knesset's winter session. A rocket hit an empty house in Sderot. Several people 

were injured over the course of the day. 

!As of October 16, 2023, since the beginning of the war 6,930 rockets had been Þred at Israel, 

most of them by the operatives of the Hamas and PIJ military-terrorist wings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Right: Knesset members leave the Knesset hall to take shelter during the rocket attack (QudsN 
Twitter account, October 17, 2023). Left: Israeli Air Force attack on a launch squad (IDF website, 

October 16, 2023) 



%!

"#$%&'!

Casualties and abductees 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported. The IDF has 

contacted the families of 199 civilian and soldier abductees who are being held captive 

in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning of the war, 4,229 wounded have been evacuated 

to hospitals; 344 are still hospitalized. 

!Hamas said the following about the abductees: 

!Khaled Mashal, Hamas leader "abroad," said Hamas had a number of captives 

sufÞcient to trade for the Hamas prisoners in Israeli jails, adding there was a difference 

between Israeli soldiers and civilians and captives with dual citizenship. He also claimed 

that because of the intensity of the Israeli bombings they could not count how many 

prisoners they were holding and claimed "Hamas will take care of the prisoners in 

accordance with international humanitarian law" (al-Arabi, October 16, 2023). 

!Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of the Hamas political bureau, claimed they had no 

desire to continue holding prisoners with foreign citizenship, and would release them 

under the appropriate conditions. However, he claimed, they could not be released now 

because of the ongoing Israeli attacks. He also claimed, mediation efforts were being 

undertaken by Qatar, Turkey, Egypt, Iran, Russia and China (al-Jazeera Mubashar, 

October 17, 2023). 

!Abu Obeida, the spokesman for Hamas's military-terrorist wing, said so far they 

could not fully and accurately determine the number of abductees due to security 

considerations and the situation on the ground, but their initial estimate was 200-250, 

possibly more. He added that the military wing had about 200 hostages and the rest 

were being held by the other organizations or in places they could not reach because of 

the security situation. He added they were holding "detainees" of different nationalities 

whose identities they were unable to verify. He said those "detainees" were their 

protected "guests," who would be released as soon as conditions on the ground 

permitted. He called on all the countries of the world to warn their citizens against 

serving and Þghting in the ranks of the IDF, adding they were treating every IDF soldier, 

even if he held another citizenship, as a "direct enemy" (Hamas Telegram channel, 

October 16, 2023; Palinfo, October 16, 2023). 

!PIJ spokesman Musab al-Bari claimed the Israeli abductees would only be returned 

in exchange for Palestinian prisoners (al-Mayadeen TV website, October 16, 2023). 
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The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 

!On the evening of October 16, 2023, the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in Gaza 

reported that since the beginning of the war, 2,778 Gazans had been killed and 9,938 wounded 

(ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, October 16, 2023). According to Wafa on October 

17, 2023, the number of dead had passed 2,800 (Wafa, October 17, 2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

!Due to the high number of casualties, the ministry of health in Gaza issued an urgent call to 

all the Gazans to go to the hospitals and blood bank branches and donate blood (ministry of 

health in Gaza Facebook page, October 17, 2023). 

Aid for Gaza 

!Khaled Abd al-Ghafar, the Egyptian minister of health, visited El-Arish and the Egyptian 

Rafah region where aid for the Gaza Strip is currently concentrated. He reported on Egypt's 

preparations for erecting a Þeld hospital on the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing, and noted 

that more than 300 tons of humanitarian aid was in Egyptian territory, awaiting the opening 

of the Rafah Crossing and delivery to the Gaza Strip (al-Ghad TV, October 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: The Egyptian minister of health visits the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing. Left: 
Preparations for erecting a field hospital on the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing (Twitter 

account of photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 16, 2023) 

!Al-Ghad TV reported that before dawn the trucks bringing humanitarian aid trucks began to 

move from the El-Arish region towards the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing. In the 

afternoon, the channel reported the trucks were waiting at the Rafah Crossing (al-Ghad TV, 

October 17, 2023). The spokesman for the crossings authority in the Gaza Strip stated they had 

not yet received notiÞcation of the opening of the Rafah Crossing (al-Ghad TV, October 17, 

2023). 
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The convoy of trucks bringing humanitarian aid waits on the Egyptian side of the Rafah Crossing 
(Rafah Crossing News Facebook page, October 17, 2023; al-Ghad TV, October 17, 2023)  

Theft from UNRWA warehouses 

!According to UNRWA, reports were received that "people" claiming to have come from the 

ministry of health in Gaza [which is controlled by Hamas] arrived with trucks at the agency's 

center in Gaza City and removed fuel and medical equipment intended for civilian purposes. 

Since Friday, October 13, 2023, there had been no access to the facility, and the security 

cameras covering its entrance and exit had been damaged or destroyed (UNRWA Twitter 

account, October 16, 2023). A short time later, the link to the article on the UNRWA website 

was deleted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deleted report of the theft of fuel and equipment                                                                                       
(UNRWA Twitter account, October 16, 2023) 

Senior Hamas terrorist operatives killed 

!Dr. Usama Atiya Ahmed al-Mazini: Killed in an Israeli attack along with his son Ahmed and 

his mother. He was born in 1966, held a doctorate in psychological counseling and mental 

health, and was the son-in-law of Hamas founder Ahmed Yassin. He was the minister of 
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education and higher education in the Haniyeh administration between 2011 and 2014. In the 

most recent Hamas elections, held in 2021, he was elected chairman of the Shura Council in 

the Gaza Strip. After Gilad Shalit was abducted, he was one of the most prominent speakers 

on the issue (Ultra Palestine website, October 17, 2023; al-Jazeera TV website, March 15, 2021). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Usama al-Mazini (Adham Abu Salmiya's Twitter account, March 17, 2023) 

!Hamas issued a mourning notice for the death in airstrikes of leader and preacher Dr. Wa'el 

al-Zarad, who was the head of the movement's court, and of the jihad Þghter and leader Dr. 

Taysir Ibrahim (Hamas Telegram channel, October 17, 2023). 

!Wa'el Mahi al-Din al-Zarad: Born on December 24, 1972, married and father of eight. 

He received a master's degree in hadith [the Islamic oral tradition] studies from the 

Islamic University of Gaza in 2001, and a doctorate from Ayn Shams University in Cairo. 

He held several positions in the university's college of applied sciences, and had served 

as a lecturer at the al-Quds Open University and the Islamic University in Gaza. He was 

a preacher in mosques in the Gaza Strip, served as an imam of the Great Amri Mosque 

in Gaza City and became famous for preaching jihad. His son Bara' was killed when an 

IED accidentally exploded during the riots near the border fence in eastern Gaza City on 

September 13, 2023 (Wa'el al-Zarad's Facebook page; Quds Press, October 16, 2023). 

!Dr. Taysir Kamal Isma'il Ibrahim: Killed on October 13, 2023 (Muhammad Marwan 

al-Qutarawi's Facebook page, October 13, 2023). He was appointed dean of the Sharia 

and Law Faculty at the Islamic University of Gaza after holding several administrative 

positions at the university. He held a bachelor's and master's degree from the Islamic 

University of Gaza, and a doctorate in religious law from the World Islamic University in 

Malaysia. He previously served as inspector of religious law for the National Production 

Bank in Gaza. He was a preacher in mosques in the Gaza Strip and a member of the 
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Palestinian association of religious authorities (Arab International Academy website; 

Taysir Ibrahim's Facebook page).  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Taysir Ibrahim (Facebook page of Taysir Ibrahim, September 9, 2023) 

Hamas reactions 

!Khaled Mashaal, Hamas leader "abroad," related to the threats of senior Israeli ofÞcials 

to eliminate Hamas. He claimed it was not the Þrst time Israel used the slogan of eliminating 

Hamas. He claimed Operation al-Aqsa Storm was their opportunity, as Palestinians and Arabs, 

to "eliminate the Zionist entity." He thanked Hezbollah for the steps it had taken so far but the 

battle required them to do more and it was in their common interest to Þght together (al-

Arabi, October 16, 2023). 

!Hamas spokesman Abd al-Latif al-Qanua claimed they were ready, willing and able to 

confront Israel and its "hopeless attempts to enter the Gaza Strip." He also claimed that "the 

killing of the Palestinian children and civilians" was proof Israel was afraid to confront Hamas' 

military wing. He called for the continuation of "support demonstrations" around the world 

and more solidarity with the Palestinian people (Hamas Telegram channel, October 16, 2023). 

!Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, claimed Israel's threat of a 

ground maneuver did not frighten them, the Gaza Strip would be a graveyard for the invaders 

and its sands would swallow them. He added that a ground maneuver would be a new 

opportunity to punish Israel for the "crimes" it had committed in recent days (Hamas 

Telegram channel, October 16, 2023; Palinfo, October 16, 2023). 
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Abu Obeida gives a speech. The Arabic reads, "Indeed the victory of Allah's people is near and 
approaching" (Qur'an Sura 2, verse 214) (Palinfo, October 16, 2023) 

Hamas in the international arena 

!Hamas issued a statement of appreciation for the position of the Colombian Foreign 

Ministry, which asked the Israeli ambassador to leave the country after he had criticized the 

Colombian president for expressing solidarity with the Palestinians. Hamas called on all the 

countries of the world to take similar steps (Hamas website, October 16, 2023). 

The PIJ  

!PIJ spokesman Daoud Shehab said the "Palestinian resistance" [terrorist organizations] 

had strength, capabilities and Þghters on the various fronts where there was a Palestinian 

presence, including south Lebanon and Syria, adding they were prepared for conßict if the 

fronts became active. However, he claimed the Palestinians did not want to open other fronts 

or become an enemy of the world. Regarding the United States, he claimed it had destroyed 

Iraq and Afghanistan with ßimsy excuses and was now using the same excuses in an attempt 

to destroy the Gaza Strip, but had provoked the ire of the Arab-Muslim nation and would have 

to bear the consequences. Regarding the readiness of the "resistance forces" [terrorist 

operatives] in the Gaza Strip, he said the "resistance" had capabilities and means and a stock 

of weapons that would surprise Israel. He claimed the coordination between the various 

"resistance forces" was at a very high level (al-Jazeera TV website, October 16, 2023). 

!PIJ spokesman Musab al-Bari said they were currently giving priority to the "resistance's" 

response to Israel's aggression. As for Israel's threats of a ground maneuver, he claimed that 

if Israel dared to enter the Gaza Strip, it would Þnd the "resistance" Þghters waiting for it (al-

Mayadeen TV website, October 16, 2023). 
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Lebanon -The Northern Arena  

Attacks  

!After a quiet morning and after Israeli residents had evacuated the towns and villages near 

the border, during the past day there were several incidents near the border fence, 

including shooting and an attempted infiltration.  

! At around 5 p.m. on October 16, 2023, shots were fired from small arms at several IDF 

posts on the Lebanese border and an anti-tank missile was fired at an IDF tank. The shooting 

lasted about an hour. No casualties were reported. 

! Hezbollah claimed responsibility for attacking five Israeli border posts, stating ÒresistanceÓ 

fighters had directly hit the Misgav Am, Khirbat al-Manara, Hermon, Risha and Ramya posts, 

and there were confirmed wounded. Later, Hezbollah issued another claim of responsibility 

for hitting a Merkava tank in the al-Dhahira area (Tabak post) with guided missiles. According 

to Hezbollah, the operation was carried out by the Ali Kamel Mohsen squad, named for an 

operative killed in an attack attributed to Israel inJuly 2020 in Syria (Hezbollah's combat 

information Telegram channel, October 16, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tank fire. Right: Merkava tank (yellow) at -Photos from Hezbollah's video documenting the anti
tank missile hit (red). Left: The missile hits the tank -Tabak post before Hezbollah's anti

October 16, 2023)Telegram channel,  information(Hezbollah's combat  

!In response, IDF forces fired artillery at the sources of the attack. The IDF later attacked 

Hezbollah military-terrorist targets in Lebanese territory (IDF spokesman, October 17, 2023). 

!The Lebanese army reported that after an inspection and search of the border areas, 20 

launching pads were found on the outskirts of the towns of al-Qleileh and al-Shaitiya, four of 

which had rockets ready to for launching. The army reportedly dismantled them (Lebanese 

army Twitter account, October 16, 2023). 
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! On the morning of October 17, 2023, the IDF prevented a four-man terrorist squad from 

inÞltrating Israel from Lebanon. IDF surveillance identified the squad approach the border 

fence and planti an IED. The terrorists were shot and killed (IDF spokesman, October 17, 2023). 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Eliminating the terrorist squad (IDF website, October 17, 2023) 

!At around 10 a.m. on October 17, 2023, an anti-tank missile was fired at the northern Israeli 

city of Metulla, which lies close to the Lebanese border; three people were wounded. IDF 

forces attacked the area from which the shooting took place. 

!A few minutes later, and 10:18 a.m., it was reported that Hezbollah had launched the missile (al-

Mayadeen Telegram channel, October 17, 2023). 

!At 1:30 p.m. on October 17, another anti-tank attack missile was fired at an IDF post near 

Margaliot, on the Lebanese border. At the same time, small arms were fired at several points 

along the border fence. The IDF responded with artillery fire (IDF spokesman, October 17, 

2023). 

! The Hezbollah-affiliated al-Akhbar reported Hezbollah would continue "engaging" Israel on the 

northern front to reduce the military pressure exerted on the Gaza Strip (al-Akhbar, October 17, 

2023). 

Responses and diplomatic activity 

! Najib Mikati, prime minister of Lebanon's interim government, said the government 

was continuing internal and external contacts to maintain a state of calm in Lebanon insofar 

as was possible and to distance Lebanon from the war. He said that although there was 

solidarity in Lebanon with the Palestinian people, no one was interested in opening a front in 

south Lebanon because Lebanon would not be able to withstand it. He noted that they were 

working to bring peace but the decision was in the hands of Israel, which had to stop its 

"provocations" (NAA News Agency, October 16, 2023). 
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!Mikati met with French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna and stressed that all 

measures had to be taken to distance Lebanon from regional tensions. He said a ceasefire 

would contribute to the issue and stressed the need to hold international and Arab meetings 

to stop the escalation. The foreign minister replied action had to be taken to distance south 

Lebanon from the tension since clashes were liable to continue for a long time (Twitter 

account of the Lebanese prime minister, October 16, 2023). Catherine Colonna said she told 

each of her interlocutors that they had the responsibility and ability to prevent Lebanon from 

being dragged into "a vortex from which the country will not recover" (Twitter account of 

French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna, October 16, 2023). According to reports she also 

met with Lebanese army commander Joseph Aoun (official Twitter account of the Lebanese 

army, October 16, 2023). 

! As part of diplomatic activity aimed at preventing escalation, Lebanese Foreign Minister 

Abdullah Bou Habib met with ambassadors from several countries, including American 

Ambassador to Lebanon Dorothy Shea. Bou Habib said Lebanon had no desire for escalation 

and warned of the consequences of unlimited support for Israel on regional security and 

peace (al-Nashra, October 16, 2023). 

!Naim Qassem, Hezbollah deputy secretary general, said they believed Israel's defeat was 

"inevitable." He said they were being asked not to expand the war, but they were asking to 

stop its cause, which he falsely claimed was Israeli aggression, which included the destruction 

of homes and the killing of children, women and civilians. He also claimed the results of 

Operation al-Aqsa Storm indicated Israel's failure, military weakness and extreme 

dependence on the support of the United States and Western countries (Naim Qassem's 

Twitter account, October 17, 2023). 

Civilian preparedness 

!Several reports indicate that civilians in Lebanon are preparing for the possibility of war. In 

the south an increase in demand for consumer goods and food has been reported. Mount 

Lebanon is preparing to absorb refugees from southern Lebanon (al-Diyar and NBN, October 

17, 2023). 
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Judea, Samaria and the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
Events on the ground 

! The ministry of health in Ramallah reported that since the beginning of the war in the Gaza 

Strip, 61 Palestinians had been killed and more than 1,250 wounded in Judea and Samaria. 

During the past day three Palestinians were killed in clashes with Israeli security forces near 

the Salem crossing in Jenin, Nablus and Hebron (ministry of health in Ramallah Telegram 

channel, October 16 and 17, 2023). 

! Wafa reported that Israeli security forces had detained over 100 Palestinians in Judea and 

Samaria, 76 of them in the Hebron district (Wafa, October 17, 2023). Five Hamas members of 

the Palestinian Legislative Council, headed by Aziz Dweik, were reportedly detained in 

Hebron. Issa al-Ja'abri, a former minister in Haniyeh's government, was also detained (Ultra 

Palestine website, October 17, 2023). 

Palestinian Authority  

!Mahmoud Abbas, chairman of the PA, spoke by phone with British Prime Minister Rishi 

Sunak and stressed the need to stop the attacks against Palestinian civilians, open 

humanitarian corridors and prevent attempts to uproot Palestinians from the Gaza Strip. He 

also noted the importance of preventing civilian deaths and releasing prisoners on both sides. 

Sunak expressed Britain's willingness to provide humanitarian aid and act to stop the events 

(Wafa, October 16, 2023). 

!Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, met with Tor 

Wennesland, the UN envoy to the Middle East, and discussed ways to immediately end the 

"ongoing aggression on the Gaza Strip," provide humanitarian aid for the residents of the 

Gaza Strip and restore the supply of water and electricity. Al-Sheikh demanded immediate 

intervention by the UN and mobilization of the international community rather than resorting 

to condemnation alone (Hussein al-Sheikh's Twitter account, October 16, 2023). 

!Abdel Bari Atwan, a senior Palestinian commentator, published an article titled "We must 

not remain silent about Abu Mazen's [i.e., Mahmoud AbbasÕ] shameful statements Ð enough 

is enough," criticizing Mahmoud Abbas and his conduct during the war. He said the "war 

crimes of the Israeli occupation state" were a "golden opportunity" for Abbas to stand with 

the Palestinians and "cleanse himself and the PA of all the sins they committed." Referring to 

Mahmoud Abbas' feeble condemnation of Hamas' activities, he noted that to say that Hamas' 
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actions did not represent the Palestinian people was "shameful" and that the PLO did not 

represent the Palestinian people (Ra'i al-Youm, October 16, 2023). 

!Rawhi Fattouh, chairman of the PLO's Palestinian National Council, met with the Iraqi 

foreign minister to discuss the situation in the Gaza Strip, the importance of opening 

humanitarian corridors and the need to take a united Arab position against Israel's actions. 

He expressed his appreciation for Iraq's popular and official position (Wafa, October 16, 2023). 

Iran 
!During the past day Iran ramped up its threats against Israel's continued activity in the Gaza 

Strip. Iran apparently is concerned that an Israeli ground campaign might undermine Hamas' 

survival of Hamas, which is its main proxy for consolidating its influence in the Palestinian 

arena. Therefore, it is increasing the threats against Israel in an attempt to prevent it from 

continuing the campaign. At the same time, statements by senior Iranian officials indicate Iran 

does not necessarily see Hezbollah's participation in comprehensive campaign against Israel 

as its only possible response and might prefer to use the pro-Iranian Shi'ite militias in Syria or 

Iraq to respond to Israel without endangering Hezbollah, which is considered Iran's strategic 

and forward means of deterring Israel.  

!Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei said that if Israel's "crimes" continued no one would 

be able to stop the Muslims and the "resistance" [anti-Israeli terrorist] forces. He accused the 

United States of responsibility for Israel's actions over the past week, claiming that according 

to "Iranian information," Israel's policy over the past week had been dictated by the United 

States. He said the Israeli bombings had to stop immediately and senior Israeli officials had to 

be prosecuted. Khamenei also said the claims that Hamas killed civilians were incorrect 

because all those living in "settlements in the occupied territories" were armed and not 

civilians. He said everyone had the responsibility to respond to what was happening in the 

Gaza Strip (Tasnim, October 17, 2023). 

!Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Nasser Kanani said the "resistance" would not sit 

idly by in the face of "Israel's crimes." He said the "axis of resistance" [Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, 

the Palestinian terrorist organizations and the Houthis in Yemen] was not limited to a specific 

front and that the Zionists should not exclude any scenario (al-Mayadeen, October 17, 2023). 

!Mohammad Mokhber, Iran's first vice president, wrote in a message to government 

ministers and his colleagues in Islamic countries that the countries of the world had to invest 
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their "best efforts" to put an end to the "war crimes against the Gazans" and send 

humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip (IRNA, October 17, 2023). 

!Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said many regional efforts were being made 

to prevent the war from expanding. He claimed that when people spoke about the 

"resistance" today they were not referring only to Hezbollah in Lebanon but to the entire 

region. He said the leaders of the "resistance" would not allow Israel to act as it pleased in 

Gaza, and therefore "any preventive action in the coming hours is acceptable." Referring to 

the possibility of Iran entering the war, he replied that every possibility was acceptable and 

no one could remain indifferent to "Israel's crimes." He said the United States had sent Iran a 

message calling for restraint and not to expand the war, but Iran replied that self-restraint 

would not be unilateral and it was impossible to demand restraint from Hezbollah and then 

allow Netanyahu to commit crimes. Abdollahian also said that during his visit to the region, 

the leaders of the "resistance" told him that they would release the civilian prisoners "at the 

appropriate time" (Iranian TV, October 16, 2023). 

!On October 17, 2023, Iranian Ambassador to Lebanon Mojtaba Amani tweeted about 

Abdollahian's warnings, writing: "The warnings must be taken seriously. Others may act 

without prior warning." 

!Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, speaker of the Iranian Majlis, speaking at an emergency Zoom 

meeting of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, said Israel's entry into the Gaza Strip 

could lead to "opening the gates of hell to the entire region and even the world." He warned 

that if "the crimes of the Zionist entity do not stop, the situation will quickly spiral out of 

control." Qalibaf also called on the international community to actively condemn Israel (IRNA, 

October 16, 2023).  

!At the same time, diplomatic activity and contacts continued: 

!Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi spoke with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo! an 

and Russian President Vladimir Putin to discuss developments in the Palestinian arena. 

Speaking with Putin, Raisi warned that "the continuation of the siege, the [alleged] 

massacre of women and children, and a ground attack on Gaza will cause a long and 

extensive war." Raisi and Erdo! an discussed steps to resolve the crisis (Tasnim, October 

16, 2023). 

!On October 16, 2023, the Iranian foreign minister spoke with EU foreign policy 

chief Josep Borrell and warned that if Israel did not stop its attacks on the Gaza Strip, 
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Iran might open new fronts (IRNA, October 16, 2023). He also spoke with the foreign 

ministers of Malaysia, Tunisia and Pakistan, noting that time for a diplomatic solution 

was running out and calling for "an immediate halt to the [alleged] massacre and war 

crimes of the Zionist enemy." The foreign minister also warned against expanding the 

war to other arenas (Tasnim, October 16, 2023). 

The Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) 

!According to reports from "sources close to the Shi'ite pro-Iranian militias in Iraq," three 

senior IRGC officials visited Iraq and Syria on October 14, 2023 and met with commanders of 

the pro-Iranian militias, including Akram al-Kaabi of Harakat al-Nujaba, Qais al-Khazali of 

Asa'ib Ahl al-Haqq, and Hadi al-Ameri, commander of the Badr militia. They coordinated 

positions on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the possibility of escalation between Israel 

and Hezbollah in Lebanon. The source denied that forces of the Iraqi ShiÕite militias had 

moved to Syria, noting that Iraqi militia fighters were in Iraq and could quickly move to Syria 

if necessary (al-Araby al-Jadeed, October 16, 2023). 

!Ali Fadavi, deputy IRGC commander, warned that if Israel continued its "crimes" in Gaza, 

Muslims in other countries would enter the arena and carry out a major attack against the 

Zionists, similar to the Palestinian people and the "resistance" groups, which could not bear 

these crimes. He said the shock of the resistance forces against the Zionists would continue 

until the "cancerous tumor" [Israel] disappeared from the map of the world (Fars, October 17, 

2023).  

The International Arena 
The United Nations 

!The UN Security Council convened again to discuss "the gravity of the situation in the Middle 

East." Russia proposed a resolution calling for a humanitarian ceaseÞre between Israel and 

Hamas. The draft resolution condemned violence against civilians and all acts of terrorism 

but did not explicitly mention Hamas. It did not receive the required number of votes (Þve 

votes for, four against, and six abstentions) and was not approved. Russia's representative to 

the Security Council alleged in response that the vote had proved who was in favor of the 

ceaseÞre in the Gaza Strip and who was not (Reuters, October 17, 2023). 

!Riyadh Mansour, PA representative to the UN, said that what was happening in Gaza was 

not a military operation, but rather "a massacre against innocent civilians," noting that the 



*(!

"#$%&'!

public health system in the Gaza Strip had completely collapsed as a result of the Israeli 

strikes. He said the council should not justify killing and blame the victim (Wafa, October 17, 

2023). 

! Mahmoud al-Hamoud, Jordan's representative to the UN, claimed Israel's actions in the 

Gaza Strip were not self-defense and did not respect the minimum limits of international 

humanitarian law (Wafa, October 17, 2023). 

! Martin Griffiths, the UN deputy secretary-general responsible for coordinating UN 

emergency relief, related to the desperate situation of approximately one million Gazans 

displaced from their homes. He claimed their top priority now was to create access to aid for 

the Gaza Strip. He said they were holding frequent discussions with the Israelis, Egyptians and 

elements in the Gaza Strip. Regarding the hostage crisis, GrifÞths noted that the war began 

with a kidnapping which had ignited a Þre that could only be extinguished when the hostages 

were released (UN website, October 16, 2023). 

The United States  

!General Michael Kurilla, commander of the US Army's Central Command (CENTCOM), 

arrived in Israel for an ofÞcial visit as the guest of the IDF Chief of Staff, Major General Herzi 

Halevi (IDF Twitter account, October 17, 2023). American President Joe Biden is expected to 

arrive in Israel on Wednesday, October 18, 2023. 

Russia 

!Russian President Vladimir Putin held phone conversations with Mahmoud Abbas and 

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. He said "the killing must stop and humanitarian aid 

be provided to the Palestinians," and conÞrmed Russia's support for the Palestinian people's 

right to freedom and independence (Reuters, October 16, 2023). According to later reports, 

Putin also spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The Kremlin issued a 

statement saying Putin offered his condolences to the families of the Israelis who were killed 

and emphasized his rejection and condemnation of any action that harmed the civilian 

population, including women and children. Putin announced the steps taken by Russia to 

help normalize the situation, prevent a further escalation of violence and a humanitarian 

disaster in the Gaza Strip (RIA Agency, October 16, 2023). 

 

 



*)!

"#$%&'!

Turkey 

!  According to a source at the Turkish ministry of foreign affairs, Turkish Foreign Minister 

Hakan Fidan spoke by phone with Ismail Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau. The 

two discussed the latest developments in the Þghting in Gaza and the release of civilian 

abductees held by Hamas (Reuters, October 16, 2023). No mention was made of the abductees 

in HamasÕ report on the conversation (Hamas website, October 16, 2023).  

Egypt  

!On Saturday, October 21, 2023, a summit conference is scheduled to be held in Cairo with 

the extensive participation of international and regional elements to discuss the situation in 

the Gaza Strip (al-Youm al-Sabaa, October 17, 202). 

!Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi spoke by phone with American President Joe 

Biden, and the two agreed on the severity of the current situation and the importance of 

stopping it in a way that would not allow the conßict to expand and threaten regional security 

and stability. They also agreed to give priority to protecting civilians and transferring 

humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip (Facebook page of the Egyptian presidential spokesman, 

October 17, 2023). 

!Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna 

held a press conference where they condemned "Israel's attempts to uproot residents from 

their homes in the Gaza Strip" (Reuters, October 16, 2023). 

Jordan 

!Jordan's King Abdullah II met with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during his visit to 

Europe. Abdullah called on the international community to condemn the attacks on 

"innocent" civilians (Petra, October 16, 2023). In Berlin, he met with the German president and 

warned that thousands of innocent Palestinians would be in danger if the war on the Gaza 

Strip did not end (ofÞcial Twitter account of the Jordanian royal family, October 17, 2023). 

Iraq 

!On October 16, 2023, American President Joe Biden spoke by phone with Iraqi Prime 

Minister Mohammad Shia al-Sudani to discuss the conßict in Gaza (Reuters, October 16, 

2023). 
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The Global Jihad 
!On October 16, 2023, an armed man opened Þre near the stadium in Brussels about half an 

hour before the soccer game between Belgium and Sweden began. He shouted "Allahu 

Akbar," declared he belonged to ISIS and ßed. Two fans wearing Sweden football shirts were 

killed. The terrorist was pursued, shot and killed. He was identiÞed as Abd al-Salam Jilani of 

Fateh al-Asoud, 45 years old of Tunisian origin. The Belgian government declared a state of 

national emergency (Reuters and La Monde, October 16-17, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The terrorist during the attack (Telegram, October 16, 2023) 

!Jaish al-Malhem al-Khatroni, al-Qaeda's media information branch, published a poster with 

a quote from Seif al-Adel, the leader of al-Qaeda, calling on the members of the organization 

and its supporters to establish sleeper cells to kill the leaders of the "traitorous" Gulf States 

and help the "jihad Þghters" in "Palestine." He also called for attacks on Jews and their 

property in Islamic countries as an expression of "support for Palestine." The quote appears 

on the background of a photo of Muhammad bin Zayed, UAE president, meeting with Yitzhak 

Herzog, president of Israel (Telegram, October 17, 2023). Al-Adel is apparently in Iran.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The al-Qaeda poster (Telegram, October 17, 2023) 
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1Overview 
!The southern sector: The IDF continued its activity in the Gaza Strip, mainly by conducting 

airstrikes on terrorist targets of Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Terrorist facilities 

were damaged and several senior Hamas terrorist operatives were killed, the most prominent 

of whom was Ayman Nofal. In the evening the Palestinian Authority reported a hospital in 

Gaza had been hit by an airstrike which killed several hundred people. The incident 

immediately provoked a wave of angry reactions and accusations against Israel. The IDF 

investigation revealed the incident was a failed Palestinian Islamic Jihad rocket launch and 

the damage was not as serious as represented by Hamas. American President Joe Biden 

emphasized that the attack had not been carried out by Israel. The Palestinian terrorist 

organizations continued Þring rockets at Israel, including several barrages targeting the 

center of the country. So far 7,114 rockets have been Þred at Israel. 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 199 civilian and 

soldier abductees are held captive by Hamas in the Gaza. 

!The Gaza Strip: The IDF continued calling on the residents of the northern Gaza Strip and 

Gaza City to evacuate to the south. The humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip is worsening. 

Egypt and Jordan have expressed concern that Palestinian refugees will more from the Gaza 

Strip into their territory. 

!The northern sector: Several anti-tank missiles and rockets were launched into Israeli 

territory from Lebanon; four IDF soldiers were injured. Hezbollah reported the deaths of Þve 

operatives. Lebanese government ofÞcials are calling for calm in the southern region. 

!Judea and Samaria: The Israeli security forces continued detaining Palestinians suspected 

of terrorist activities, most of them Hamas operatives. Shots were Þred at an IDF position east 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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of Tulkarm. No casualties were reported. Mahmoud Abbas condemned the incident in the 

hospital in Gaza and left Jordan. 

!Iran: Senior government ofÞcials in Iran continue their preoccupation with the Palestinian 

issue, claiming it concerns the entire international community. Senior ofÞcials in Iran 

condemned Israel following the incident of the hospital in Gaza and the Iranian government 

declared a national day of mourning.  

!The United States: President Joe Biden visited Israel and expressed America's full support 

for Israel. His visit to Jordan was canceled due to the events of the hospital in Gaza.  

The Combat Arena 

IDF activity 

!Aerial activity : During the past day the IDF continued attacking terrorist targets in the Gaza 

Strip, including operational headquarters, assembly areas, rocket and anti-tank launching 

positions and terrorist facilities, under some of which tunnels had been built to hide and store 

weapons. Guided by intelligence information, the IDF killed a number of senior operatives in 

Hamas' military-terrorist wing, among them Ayman Nofal, commander of the Izz al-Din 

Qassam Brigades in the central Gaza Strip refugee camps, Muhammad al-Wadiya, 

commander of the Gaza City's anti-tank brigade, Akram Hijaz, who dealt arms and funded 

terrorism, and who was involved in carrying out terrorist attacks in Israel and an operative in 

Hamas' naval unit (IDF spokesman, October 17, 18, 2023). 
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Recent Israeli Air Force strikes in the Gaza Strip (IDF website, October 18, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Right: Israeli Air Force strikes in Gaza (QudsN Twitter account, October 17, 2023). Left: Israeli Air 
Force attack on western al-Bureij in the central Gaza Strip (Paldf Twitter account, October 17, 

2023) 

Accusing Israel of attacking a hospital  

!At approximately 8 p.m. on October 17, 2023 the ministry of health in Ramallah reported at 

least 500 people had been killed in an airstrike on the al-Ahli Hospital in the center of Gaza 

City.2 The news provoked a wave of enraged reactions against Israel and condemnations 

among Palestinians, the countries of the world and international organizations. Hamas issued 

an ofÞcial statement claiming the "massacre" Israel had carried out, which killed hundreds of 

!
2 On October 17, 2023, the ministry of health in Ramallah reported that 600 people had been killed 
(Twitter account of photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 17, 2023). 
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people, was a "crime of genocide" (Hamas Telegram channel, October 17, 2023). Isma'il 

Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, gave a speech claiming the "massacre" proved 

Israel's cruelty and was another on the list of massacres carried out by Israel "since the 

occupation of Palestine." He called on the international community, the UN, its Security 

Council and other organizations to explicitly condemn "the massacre" (Hamas Telegram 

channel, October 17, 2023). 

!However, a comprehensive investigation conducted by the IDF, which included cross-

referencing information from all operational and intelligence systems, made it clear that the 

IDF had not attacked the hospital in Gaza, which rather had been damaged by a rocket 

launched by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) which fell in the Gaza Strip, one of a barrage of 

rockets launched from a cemetery near the area hospital. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trajectory of the rocket launch (IDF spokesman, October 18, 2023) 

!Furthermore, an IDF analysis of aerial photographs conÞrmed there had been no direct hit 

on the hospital, and only to the hospital parking lot had been damaged. The photographs 

clearly showed signs of Þre damage but no crater, which would have been formed by a missile 

Þred from a plane, and no damage to the hospital, whose walls remained intact, or to 

buildings in the area, which would not have been the case in an air strike. The IDF spokesman 

also released the transcript of a conversation, intercepted and recorded, between PIJ 

operatives who admitted that a failed launch had apparently led to an explosion at the 
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hospital in Gaza. One of them said the debris was from rockets manufactured locally, and "not 

[like those made by] Israel, adding that "as soon as it was Þred, something went wrong and it 

fell [near the hospital]" (IDF spokesman, October 18, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infrared image of the parking lot. The main impact points and some damage to roofs are visible. 
There are no craters and none of the walls of the surrounding buildings has collapsed (IDF 

spokesman, October 18, 2023) 

!Following the IDF spokesman's statement, the PIJ issued a denial, falsely claiming it had not 

been responsible for the damage to the hospital. According to the statement, all the 

accusations were "false and baseless" and an attempt by Israel to evade responsibility for its 

"brutal massacre." The statement further claimed eyewitnesses conÞrmed the attack was 

carried out from the air by a Þghter jet, and the claim that the organization's operatives used 

places of worship, hospitals and schools to store weapons was false (PIJ Telegram channel, 

October 18, 2023). 

!Hamas claimed Israel was trying in vain to deny carrying out the "massacre" by presenting 

a false narrative and marketing it through propaganda with no connection to reality. Hamas 

falsely claimed Israel had threatened to attack the hospital, along with 22 other hospitals and 

medical centers, medical staffs, patients and the wounded. Hamas added that Israel, which 

had presented more than one version as soon as it occurred, was directly responsible for "the 

terrible massacre," which took place on live TV with American Þrepower (Hamas website, 

October 18, 2023). Intelligence information revealed that as soon as Hamas operatives 

received the reports, they realized a failed PIJ rocket launch had been responsible for the 

incident and launched an extensive campaign of lies designed to hide the truth, including 

exaggerating the number of dead (IDF spokesman, October 18, 2023). 
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Rocket fire  

!Rocket Þre from the Gaza Strip continued during the past day, with the barrages 

increasing during the afternoon and evening. A large number of rockets were launched, 

including towards the center of the country. Hamas claimed its operatives had launched an 

R160 rocket at Haifa (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, October 17, 2023). No 

such incident was reported. It was second time Hamas' military-terrorist wing reported the 

launch of a long-range R160. 

!Since the beginning of the war, 7,114 rockets and mortar shells have been launched into 

Israeli territory . About 450 of the rockets launched by the terrorist organizations fell inside 

the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman, October 18, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: German Chancellor Olaf Schulz and his entourage prostrate on the ground at Ben-Gurion 
International Airport following sirens heralding rocket launches from Gaza (QudsN Twitter 

account, October 17, 2023). Left: A fire in Ashqelon caused by a rocket from Gaza (QudsN Twitter 
account, October 17, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Failed rocket launches that fell inside the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman, October 18, 2023) 
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The wounded and abducted 

!So far, over 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; Hamas is holding 199 

abducted civilians and soldiers in the Gaza Strip. 

!"A senior Hamas Þgure" was quoted as claiming Hamas was prepared to release all the 

foreign and Israeli civilian prisoners in their hands "within an hour" if Israel stopped attacking. 

Regarding the captive soldiers, he said they would be released only after all the Palestinian 

prisoners had been released from Israeli jails (NBC network, October 17, 2023). 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 

!Mai al-Kayla, PA minister of health, reported that as of 12:15 p.m. more than 3,300 

Palestinians had been killed in the Gaza Strip since the beginning of the war. She said there 

was a shortage of medicines and medical equipment and warned against the spread of 

disease due to poor sanitation (ministry of health in Ramallah Facebook page, October 18, 

2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  

!The IDF continues calling on the residents of the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City to 

evacuate to the al-Mawasi area south of the Gaza Wadi, or to the open spaces to the west of 

Khan Yunis (IDF spokesperson, October 18, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gazan move to protected places and open areas (IDF website, October 15 and 18, 2023) 

!According to the Palestinian media, since the beginning of the war more than 4,500 

residential buildings, including 12,000 housing units, have been completely destroyed. About 

113,000 housing units were partially damaged, of which 8,190 are uninhabitable (Wafa, 

October 18, 2023). 
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!UNRWA reported its school in the al-Maghazi refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip had 

been damaged by Israeli airstrikes According to the report, at least six people were killed and 

dozens injured, including UNRWA staff members (UNRWA website, October 17, 2023). . 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  

!Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi held a press conference in Cairo with German 

Chancellor Olaf Schulz, where he said Egypt opposed the movement of Palestinians to the 

Sinai Peninsula because it would turn it into a new arena of conßict. He added that "if Israel 

wanted to establish a temporary safe zone for the residents of Gaza until the end of its military 

operations, it could have done so in the Negev inside Israel's borders" (al-Ghad, October 18, 

2023). 

!Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry claimed Egypt had never ofÞcially closed the 

Rafah Crossing but it had been subject to four Israeli aerial attacks and was therefore not 

functioning normally. He said they were in continuous contact with all UN agencies to ensure 

the safe passage of aid, but so far no conÞrmation had been received from Israel. Regarding 

the movement of Gazans to the south, he claimed that Israel's request completely 

contradicted the laws of international humanitarian law. Regarding the possibility that Egypt 

would accept and settle refugees from the Gaza Strip in its territory, he answered sarcastically 

that "Britain or any other European country can house two and a half million refugees in their 

territory"3 (BBC, October 17, 2023). 

Senior Hamas terrorist operatives killed 

!The military wing of Hamas announced that it mourned the death of senior commander 

Ayman Nofal (Abu Ahmed), a member of the General Military Council and the commander 

of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades in the central Gaza Strip, who was killed in an Israel 

attack on the al-Bureij refugee camp (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, 17 in 

October 2023).  

!Ayman Nofal (Abu Ahmed) was born in 1965 in the al-Bureij refugee camp. He held a 

number of military-terrorist positions in the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades and was a 

commander of military activity during the two intifadas. He was detained in Israel in 

1991, and in 1997 he was arrested by the PA's intelligence apparatus. After the 

demolition of the border fence between the Gaza Strip and Egypt at the end of January 

!
3 Note: In addition to the one million Syrian refugees they have already taken in. 
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2008 he was arrested in Egypt. He escaped from prison during the January 2011 uprising 

against Egyptian President Mubarak and returned to the Gaza Strip (Quds Press, 

October 17, 2023). 

!Nofal commanded the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades' intelligence apparatus for several 

years, a position he was identiÞed as holding during the "Firm Support" exercise carried 

out by Palestinian terrorist organizations' joint operations room at the end of December 

2021 (al-Akhbar, Lebanon, December 31, 2021). He was then put in charge of "military 

relations" and made responsible for coordinating with the other terrorist organizations 

in the Gaza Strip which participated in the joint operations room (aljazeera.net, June 

12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayman Nofal (aljazeera.net, June 12, 2023) 

!The Palestinian social networks reported on sons of senior Hamas and military-terrorist 

wing nukhba operatives who were killed when they invaded Israel on October 7, 2023, or in 

Israeli Air Force strikes in the Gaza Strip. Among those mentioned were two sons of Abu Anas 

al-Ghandour, a member of the Military Council and the commander of the Izz al-Din 

Qassam Brigades' Northern Gaza Brigade (Bilal Nazar Riyan's Twitter account, October 7 

@mechheek Twitter account, October 8, 2023). 

The Northern Arena Ð Lebanon 

Terrorist attacks  

!Shooting from Lebanon at Israeli territory continued throughout the past day. The IDF 

responded to every incident with return Þre: 

! On October 18, 2023, around 3 a.m., an anti-tank missile was Þred at an IDF force in 

the Shtula area. IDF forces responded with artillery Þre. Four IDF soldiers were injured. 

Hezbollah claimed responsibility for attacking a tank at the Nurit outpost in south 

Lebanon, claiming a direct hit which resulted in dead and wounded. Hezbollah claimed 
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the attack had been carried out by the Hussein Hani al-Tawil and Mahdi Muhammad 

Atoui squad, named for two Hezbollah shaheeds (Hezbollah combat information 

Telegram channel, October 18, 2023). 

!On October 17, 2023, at around 6 p.m., a UAV approached Israeli airspace from 

Lebanon, and was intercepted by the aerial defense Þghters. In response, Israeli Air 

Force planes attacked a Hezbollah terrorist facility and observation post (IDF 

spokesman, October 17, 2023). 

!On October 17, 2023, at around 5 p.m., two rockets were launched from Lebanon at 

Israeli territory. One of them was intercepted, the other fell in an open area. Hezbollah 

claimed responsibility for attacking a concentration of IDF soldiers at the Biranit post 

using guided missiles, claiming the attack had caused several casualties, including one 

dead and one wounded. According to Hezbollah, the attack was carried out the 

Mahmoud Ahmed Biz and Hussein Abbas squad, named for two Hezbollah shaheeds 

(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, October 17, 2023). 

!On October 17, 2023, at around 4:00 p.m., anti-tank missiles were Þred at the village 

of Zar'it. IDF forces responded with artillery Þre. Hezbollah issued two claims of 

responsibility for launching guided missiles at the village of Carmia and the Shushan 

post. Hezbollah claimed there were casualties in both attacks, including a fatality 

(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, October 17, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from a Hezbollah video documenting the anti-tank fire at Zar'it (Hezbollah combat 
information Telegram channel, October 18, 2023) 
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IDF attack on the northern border (IDF website, October 17, 2023) 

!On October 17, 2023, at around 3 p.m., two anti-tank missiles were Þred at Kibbutz 

Yiftah and several IDF posts were attacked with small arms Þre. IDF forces responded 

with tank and artillery Þre targeting Hezbollah terrorist positions. 

!Hezbollah reported Þve deaths in Israeli attacks. The Lebanese Red Cross announced 

four operatives had been killed by Israel's attack on Alma al-Sha'ab (al-Nashra, October 17, 

2023). 

!Hezbollah claimed they had been killed while "fulÞlling their jihad duty," without specifying 

the date or location (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, October 17, 2023). 

They were:  

!Mahmoud Ahmed Biz, aka "Kazem," from the village of Masha'ra in the west Lebanon 

Valley. 

!Hussein Abbas Psa'ei aka "Sajed Karbala'," from the village of Kounine in south 

Lebanon. 

!Hussein Hani al-Tawil, aka "Rabia," from the village of Khirbet Salem, in south 

Lebanon. 

!Hadi Muhammad Atoui, aka "Amir Karbalaa," from the village of Kounine in south 

Lebanon. 

!Ibrahim Habib al-Dabeq, aka "John," from the village of Kounine, in south Lebanon. 
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The five Hezbollah terrorist operatives killed on October 17, 2023 (al-Manar, October 17, 2023) 

!The dates of Hezbollah's announcements indicate that two were apparently killed in one 

incident, two more in a second incident and another in a third incident. Since several anti-

tank missiles were launched on the same day, they might be operatives of two anti-tank 

squads who were killed in an IDF airstrike or by IDF artillery Þre. Hezbollah only announced 

the death of Ibrahim Habib al-Dabeq at 6:24 p.m., he either died in a separate incident or was 

injured earlier and died of his injuries. 

!No organization issued a claim of responsibility for the attempt to place an IED on the border 

fence in the Hanita area. The attempt was made by a squad of four terrorist operatives who 

were killed by IDF Þre on October 17, 2023. However, on October 18, 2023, according to 

reports, Lebanese army and Lebanese Red Cross vehicles were en route to the location of 

three bodies in the Alma al-Sha'ab area, about 800 meters (about half a mile) north of the 

Lebanon-Israel border across from Kibbutz Hanita (al-Mayadeen Telegram channel, October 

18, 2023). 

UNIFIL 

!UNIFIL headquarters claimed its soldiers remained in their positions and in their roles and 

were continuing their work, including carrying out routine activities. UNIFIL claimed it had no 

plans to leave and its soldiers were working around the clock to relieve the tension and 

prevent further escalation (UNIFIL Telegram channel, October 18, 2023). The claim was 

apparently made because of reports the UNIFIL force had evacuated its soldiers and staff from 

south Lebanon. 

Responses and diplomatic activity 

! Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan met in Beirut with his Lebanese counterpart, 

Abdullah Bou Habib. At a joint press conference, Fidan said Turkey was doing everything in 

its power to prevent the crisis in Gaza from expanding and he would continue contacts and 
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meetings with Lebanese officials. He also said they had begun discussions with Hamas about 

releasing the abductees. Bou Habib declared Lebanon was not interested in war but in quiet 

and stability, which would be possible under two basic conditions: "stopping the Israeli 

provocations and attacks in south Lebanon and stopping the escalation in Gaza" (NAA, 

October 17, 2023). 

! In a meeting with interim Lebanese prime minister, Najib Mikati, the Fidan claimed 

pressure had to be exerted on Israel to reach a ceasefire, bring aid into the Gaza Strip and 

work to find a final solution to the conflict. Mikati stressed that the priority was stopping the 

Israeli war in the Gaza Strip and Israel's attacks in south Lebanon (al-Nashra, October 17, 

2023). 

!Following the alleged attack on the hospital in Gaza, Hezbollah issued a statement 

condemning the "Zionist crime which claimed the lives of hundreds of innocent people and 

blaming the United States. According to Hezbollah, condemnations were no longer sufficient, 

and it called on Muslims and Arabs to take to the streets and squares, express anger, and exert 

pressure on governments and countries. It also called on them to take immediate action. 

Hezbollah declared October 18 an "unprecedented day of rage" against Israel and the visit of 

the American president to Israel (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, October 

17, 2023). 

Judea, Samaria and the Palestinian Authority  

Events on the ground 

!In Judea and Samaria, Israeli security forces continued counterterrorism activities. During 

an extensive campaign during the past 24 hours, 83 Palestinians suspected of involvement in 

terrorist activity were detained in Judea and Samaria, 51 of them Hamas operatives. Since the 

beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, 440 wanted Palestinians have been detained in Judea 

and Samaria, 220 of whom are Hamas terrorist operatives (IDF spokesman, October 18, 2023). 

! During the past 24 hours, two Palestinians were reportedly killed. One was killed in the Nebi 

Saleh area during clashes with IDF forces and the other when an IED exploded near the Awarta 

roadblock, southeast of Nablus (Ma'an, October 18, 2023). 

! On the evening of October 17, 2023, shots were reportedly fired at an IDF post in Avnei 

Hefetz, east of Tulkarm. No casualties were reported (Judea and Samaria Rescue, October 17, 

2023). 
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Demonstrations  

!Mass demonstrations were held in the PA territories following the incident at the hospital in 

Gaza. Demonstrators in Hebron, Jenin and Ramallah tried to reach government buildings but 

were repelled and dispersed by the Palestinian security forces (Safa, October 17, 2023). There 

were violent clashes with Israeli security forces at the friction points in Judea, Samaria and 

east Jerusalem (Ma'an, October 17, 2023). A general strike was declared throughout Judea 

and Samaria, and according to reports, there were calls for going to the friction points with 

the IDF for confrontations (QudsN Twitter account, October 18, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: A protest march in Bethlehem. Left: Demonstration in central Ramallah and clashes with 
Palestinian security forces (QudsN Twitter account, October 17, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Right: Clashes with Israeli security forces near the Qalandia Crossing (QudsN Twitter account, 

October 18, 2023). Left: General strike in Nablus (QudsN Twitter account, October 18, 2023) 

Counterterrorism by the PA's security services  

! According to "informed sources," the PA's national intelligence apparatus had detained 

four PA security service operatives who planned to attack Israeli targets in revenge for the war 

in the Gaza Strip. The detainees include two policemen, a national security operative and an 

operative of the "presidential" guard. According to the Òsources,Ó the two policemen planned 

to carry out a drive-by shooting at an IDF post in Nablus and then enter the post and kill the 

soldiers. The national security operative, who was from Ramallah, planned to attack a car of 
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settlers and kill its passengers, and the fourth detainee, from Tulkarm, intended to confront 

an IDF foot patrol. The "sources" added that serious reports had reached the PA leadership 

about the possibility that dozens of operatives were planning to carry out terrorist attacks 

because of the events in the Gaza Strip. A security service operative even revealed the security 

service commanders were greatly concerned about lone-wolf attacks. As a result, foot patrols 

which came into direct contact with their Israeli counterparts were given less ammunition and 

suspicious operatives were placed on leave (al-Shahed website, October 17, 2023). 

The Palestinian Authority (PA) 

!Following the incident at the hospital in Gaza, PA chairman Mahmoud Abbas cut his visit to 

Jordan short and returned to Ramallah along with his entourage. That evening he convened 

the PA leadership for an urgent meeting. He said that following the "tragedy" he had agreed 

with the leaders of Egypt and Jordan that the planned summit meeting should be canceled. 

He claimed the "occupation government" [Israel] had crossed all red lines, and they would 

not allow it to evade responsibility and punishment. He called on the international 

community to hold Israel responsible and protect the Palestinian people, called on the 

Palestinians to unite. and expressed his admiration for the residents of the Gaza Strip (Wafa, 

October 18, 2023). 

! Before leaving Jordan, Mahmoud Abbas and American Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken met in Amman to discuss the latest developments in the Palestinian arena and 

attempts to stop the escalation and protect civilian lives. They noted the importance of 

bringing medical aid into the Gaza Strip along with food and electricity, and the importance 

of stopping the displacement of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip (Wafa, October 17, 2023). 

!PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh continued meeting with international bodies to 

stop Israel's attacks in the Gaza Strip and bring in humanitarian aid. He met (separately) with 

the Swiss representative to the PA and Norway's envoy to the Middle East peace process 

(Wafa, October 17, 2023). 

Iran 
!Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian went to Saudi Arabia to participate in 

an ad hoc meeting of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah to deal with the 

Palestinian issue (IRNA, October 17, 2023). On October 18, 2023, Abdollahian met in Jeddah 
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with the OIC's secretary general and called for "an immediate and comprehensive boycott of 

the Zionist regime" (Telegram channel of the Iranian foreign ministry, October 18, 2023).  

! Ali Bagheri-Kani, deputy Iranian foreign minister, meeting with ambassadors and heads 

of diplomatic missions in Tehran, said that the Palestinian issue did not concern only the 

Palestinians, Arabs, or Muslims, but all humanity and the international community. He 

threatened the governments that support Israel and called on the governments of the world 

to fulfill their human and moral duty to stop "the crimes of the Zionist regime in Palestine and 

stop the brutal attacks on Gaza." He added that the Zionists had to know the Muslims in the 

region and freedom seekers around the world would not tolerate Israel's continued 

oppression and the continued attacks in the Gaza Strip would fan the anger of the people of 

the region (Fars, October 17, 2023).  

!Senior Iranian government officials condemned the incident at al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza, and 

the Iranian government declared a national day of mourning, during which demonstrations 

were supposed to be held throughout Iran (Fars, October 18, 2023). 

The Arab World 

Egypt 

!Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi met with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz. El-Sisi 

warned that "the deteriorating situation in Gaza could spin of control." He expressed concern 

about the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, stressing that Egypt had not closed the 

Rafah crossing but rather Israeli attacks had prevented it from opening. He told the German 

chancellor that Egypt refused to eliminate the Palestinian problem by means of military 

tools (al-Ghad, October 18, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      a joint press conference holdSisi (right) and the German chancellor -El
Ghad, October 17, 2023)-(al 
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Jordan 

!Following the incident the hospital, Ayman al-Safadi, the Jordanian foreign minister, 

announced that the summit meeting planned for Amman with President Biden had been 

canceled (Jordanian TV, October 17, 2023). 

!Jordan's King Abdullah II met in Amman with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to discuss 

the current escalation. Abdullah said Jordan and Egypt would not accept refugees from war 

in Gaza, calling it "a red line." He said it was impossible to try to force the Palestinians into 

other countries. Regarding the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, he said it was 

important for the international community to act to de-escalate the situation quickly. 

Abdullah condemned the killing and harm to civilians on both sides (Petra, October 17, 2023). 

!The King of Jordan convened a meeting with the heads of the Jordanian armed forces 

where he said Jordan would defend its borders and support the Palestinian people on their 

own land as much as it could. He said they opposed the uprooting of Palestinians in any form, 

whether in the Gaza Strip or Judea and Samaria. He noted the importance of providing 

unconditional aid to the Gaza Strip to ensure the continued existence of the Palestinian 

people (Petra, October 17, 2023). 

! There are reports of an intention to hold a march to the Israeli border entitled The Return 

March (masirat al-awdah) on Friday, October 20, 2023 (Ammon News Agency, October 17, 

2023). 

Iraq 

!The American Army reportedly prevented an attack on its forces at the Ain al-Assad base in 

Iraq after two drones were intercepted before could attack. The attack was prevented while 

the American military forces were on high alert, apparently because of warnings about the 

activity of Iranian-supported groups connected to the fighting between Hamas and Israel 

(Reuters, October 18, 2023). Several pro-Iranian Iraqi militias threatened to attack American 

forces if the United States joined Israel's campaign in the Gaza Strip. 

Protest demonstrations  

! Following the report of the fatalities in the hospital in Gaza, demonstrations were held in 

support of Hamas and the Gaza Strip in front of the American embassies in Cairo (a small 

demonstration), Beirut and Amman, as well as in front of the Israeli embassy in Amman and 

the Israeli consulate in Turkey. Demonstrations in support of the Palestinians and the Gaza 
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Strip were also held in Baghdad, Rabat (Morocco), Taiz (Yemen) and Nouakchott (Mauritania) 

(al-Jazeera, October 17, 2023). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right: Demonstration in front of the Israeli consulate in Turkey, and left, in front of the Israeli 
, October 18, 2023)OrientJazeera, October 17, 2023; -embassy in Jordan (Al 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jazeera, October 17, 2023) -alDemonstrations in Yemen, Morocco, Iraq, Mauritania and Egypt ( 

 The International Arena 

United Nations 

!UN Secretary-General Ant—nio Guterres said he had personally appealed to Hamas and 

demanded the unconditional !"#"$%" of the hostages, and to Israel to allow the Gaza Strip 

access to humanitarian aid. Guterres also noted that he was horrified by the hundreds of 

people killed following the "attack" on the al-Ahli Hospital, saying that Hamas attacks in Israel 

on October 7, 2023, did not justify collective punishment of civilians (Reuters, October 18, 

2023). 
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United States 

!American President Joe Biden landed in Israel. At a press conference with Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Biden said he had come to Israel to emphasize that the United 

States stood with Israel. He stressed that he would ensure that Israel received everything 

necessary to defend itself. He also noted that "it is important to remember that these 

monsters [Hamas] do not represent all Palestinians." He also said the incident at the Gaza 

hospital was not caused by Israel but by another group [i.e., PIJ] (Channel 12 and 13, October 

18, 2023). 

Russia 

! Russian President Vladimir Putin said that "the attack[sic] on the hospital in Gaza, which 

killed hundreds of Palestinians, is a catastrophe that shows that the conflict must be ended." 

He expressed hope it was a signal the fighting had to end (Reuters, October 18, 2023).   

Germany 

!On the night of October 17, 2023, anti-Semites threw Molotov cocktails at a Jewish 

community center in Berlin, which houses a synagogue, a school and a daycare center. 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz noted that attacking Jewish institutions and violent riots in 

the streets of Germany were inhumane and could not be tolerated and anti-Semitism had no 

place in Germany (Reuters, October 18, 2023; Scholz's Twitter account, October 18, 2023). 

The Global Jihad 
! ISIS issued a statement claiming responsibility for the attack in Brussels on October 16, 

2023. According to the announcement, the attacker, codenamed Abu al-Salam al-Muhajir, 

shot at several Òinfidel Christians," killing two of them and wounding several others. 

According to the statement, "the countries of the Crusader coalition [the American-led global 

coalition against ISIS] must understand that our war against them continues and what is 

about to happen will be more difficult and bitter" (Telegram, October 17, 2023).  

! According to another statement issued by the A'maq News Agency, an Islamic State fighter 

attacked a group of citizens of global coalition countries in the Belgian capital, claiming the 

attack had been carried out as an action called for by the Islamic State against citizens of the 

coalition countries [against ISIS]" (Telegram, October 17, 2023). The statements possibly 

indicate the attack was unrelated to the events in the Gaza Strip. 
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News Agency's statement (Telegram, October 17, 2023) A'maq 
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1Overview!

!The southern sector: Israeli Air Force airstrikes on terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip 

continued, destroying several terrorist facilities, mainly of Hamas. Ground forces carried out 

targeted raids in the Gaza Strip to locate information about the abducted and missing 

persons. The Palestinian terrorist organizations continued launching rockets, for the most 

part in the afternoon and evening after the American president had left the region. Since the 

beginning of the war, more than 7,000 rockets and mortar shells have been Þred at 

Israel. An analysis indicated that so far about 10% of the launches were unsuccessful and the 

rockets fell in the Gaza Strip. 

!So far, more than 1,400 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported; 203 civilian and 

soldier abductees are being held in the Gaza Strip by the terrorist organizations. 

!The Gaza Strip: Sources in the Gaza Strip report a worsening humanitarian situation. Egypt 

agreed to open the Rafah Crossing for the entrance of a limited number of trucks, but for now 

the Crossing remains closed. Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) criticized the 

American position, claiming it was biased in favor of Israel. PIJ spokesman Tareq al-Salami 

called on the Arab nations to invade the embassies of countries that support Israel, especially 

the American embassies, and burn them to the ground. 

! The northern sector: Tensions continue mounting on the northern border. Since the 

afternoon of October 18, 2023, a number of rockets and anti-tank missiles have been launched 

and shots have been Þred at IDF posts along the border. The IDF returned Þre and attacked 

several Hezbollah terrorist targets. Hezbollah reported three deaths. 

!Judea and Samaria: Israeli security forces continued counterterrorism activities, detaining 

Palestinians suspected of terrorist activity, including senior Hamas operatives. On October 19, 

2023, activity focused on the Nur al-Shams refugee camp near Tulkarm. 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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!Iran: Senior government ofÞcials continue diplomatic contacts with Arab countries. The 

chief of the Iranian armed forces general staff spoke with the defense ministers of Russia and 

Qatar. According to reports, Ismail Qaani, the commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 

Corps' (IRGC) Qods Force, secretly visited Syria and Iraq. 

!In the UN Security Council, a proposed resolution by Brazil calling for a humanitarian 

ceaseÞre in the Gaza Strip failed to pass when the United States vetoed it. 

The Combat Arena 

IDF activity 

!Aerial activity : The Israeli Air Force continued attacking Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip. 

Attacks in the Shejaiya neighborhood destroyed Hamas anti-tank missile-launch sites, 

terrorist tunnel shafts, intelligence facilities, operations rooms and headquarters. Dozens of 

mortar shell launch sites were destroyed after they Þred at Israel (IDF spokesman, October 19, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli Air Force strikes over the past day (IDF website, October 18, 2023) 
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Right: Attack on four buildings in al-Zhara'a, south of Gaza City (Twitter account of 
photojournalist Hassan Aslih, QudsN Twitter account, October 19, 2023). Left: Air Force attack in 

Rafah (QudsN Twitter account, October 18, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Air Force attack on the al-Bureij refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip (Wafa, October 18, 2023) 

!Ground activity : IDF forces carried out focused raids in the territory of the Gaza Strip 

designed to locate information about the abducted and missing persons (IDF spokesman, 

October 19, 2023). 

Rocket fire  

!On the afternoon of October 18, 2023, after relative quiet during the American President's 

visit, rockets were launched at the Israeli towns and villages near the Gaza Strip, and several 

barrages were Þred at the center of the country. 

!Since the beginning of the war Israel has been attacked with more than 7,000 rockets and 

mortar shells. An analysis indicated that about 10% of the launches were unsuccessful and 

the rockets fell in the Gaza Strip. It also indicated that the percentage of failed launches had 

increased in recent days. 
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