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Overview:

> The southern arena: The fighting continued, mainly in the Khan Yunis area, where

IDF forces extended their presence. They confronted armed terrorist squads, located
munitions stockpiles, shafts and tunnels. Meanwhile, Israel opened a secure humanitarian
corridor for residents from the combat zone to move towards the west. The Palestinian media
reported heavy fighting in the Khan Yunis area and clashes in the northern and central Gaza
Strip.

> According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300
Israeli civilians and security personnel have been killed, 557 of them soldiers and
officers; 132 civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist
organizations in the Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned to Israel.

> Negotiations for a hostage release deal: Western spokesmen reported that Hamas
and Israel, under the aegis of the United States and Qatar, were close to reaching a deal for

the release of the hostages. Hamas stated that the proposals, which include a two-month

! Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as
its other publications.
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temporary ceasefire in exchange for a new hostage deal, did not meet their "basic
requirements”.

> The Gaza Strip: Sources in the Gaza Strip reported a severe shortage of medical

supplies, adding that residents were fleeing from the Khan Yunis area southward to the Rafah
area. In response to the demonstrations by the families of the hostages near the Kerem
Shalom Crossing in Israel and their attempt to block the entry of aid to the Gaza Strip, the
Palestinian Authority (PA) foreign ministry claimed Israel was ignoring the UN's warnings
about the dire humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip and allowing urgent aid to be kept
from entering the Gaza Strip. Signs of protest are being seen in the Strip against Hamas,
mainly by displaced persons.

> UNRWA: Following information provided by Israel to UNRWA about the 12 agency
employees who took an active part in the October 7, 2023, terrorist attack and massacre,
UNRWA announced the immediate termination of the employment of those staff members
and the opening of an independent investigation of experts. Several countries , including the
United States, announced they were suspending the agency's funding. The Palestinians
criticized UNRWA's actions, noting that the agency was taking a political position. They also
expressed surprise at the actions taken by the donor countries before the investigation into
the matter had been completed.

> The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 16 attacks over the

weekend, and reported the use of new weapons, including a missile system developed by Iran
and a Falag-1 rocket. Four Hezbollah operatives were killed in IDF strikes in response.

> The pro-lranian militias: It was reported that the Islamic Resistance in Iraq had

attacked the Zebulun naval facility in Israel. It also claimed responsibility for several attacks
against United States bases in Syria and Irag. The Houthis attacked several ships in the Red
Sea, including an American destroyer and a British oil tanker.

> The International Criminal Court in The Hague has issued an interim ruling regarding
South Africa's "genocide" petition in the Gaza Strip. Although the tribunal did not call on Israel
to stop the fighting, it adopted the South African "genocide" narrative and issued several
interim orders to Israel and called for the return of the Israeli hostages. The PA and Hamas
expressed satisfaction with the ruling, but noted that it did not include a demand for a

ceasefire.
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The Southern Arena

4 Palestinian media reported 165 dead and 290 wounded in IDF attacks in the Gaza Strip
during the past day (Ma'an, January 28, 2024). An al-Jazeera TV correspondent reported that
most of the IDF attacks focused on the area of the city of Khan Yunis, in its north and west as
well as in the area of Nasser Hospital. In the northern Gaza Strip, the IDF attacked a number
of targets and there was an exchange of fire with "members of the resistance" [terrorist
operatives] in Beit Lahia; in Gaza City the IDF attacked in the Zeitoun and Tel al-Hawa
neighborhoods; and in the central Gaza Strip the IDF attacked in Deir al-Balah (al-Jazeera
YouTube channel, January 28,2024 ).

> The Palestinian Red Crescent reported that IDF forces continued shooting near al-
Amal Hospital (west of Khan Yunis), which is operated by the organization (Shehab X account,
January 28, 2024). The hospital claimed that IDF forces continued surrounding it, and that in
the area next to it there was heavy fighting between the IDF forces and "members of the
resistance" (Wafa, January 28, 2024).

> On January 27, 2024, attacks were reported in Khan Yunis; in Gaza City in the Sabra,
Zeitoun and Tel al-Hawa neighborhoods; in Rafah in the al-Jenina neighborhood (east of the
city); and in the central Gaza Strip; attacks on agricultural areas near the power plant in the
al-Nuseirat refugee camp (Wafa, January 27, 2024).

> On January 26,2024, dozens of dead and hundreds of wounded were reported on the
night of January 25, 2024. Heavy IDF attacks were reported in the Khan Yunis area, Rafah, al-
Bureij refugee camp, and at the al-Saftawi junction in the northern Gaza Strip (al-Arabi TV,
January 26, 2024).

> The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued to penetrate further into the Khan
Yunis area. So far the fighting forces have located about 200 tunnel shafts, destroyed over 130
terrorist facilities, attacked ten rocket launchers and killed armed operatives and squads
firing anti-tank missiles. Israeli Air Force fighter jets, directed by the forces in the field,
attacked dozens of terrorist targets, including operational apartments, ammunition depots,
observation posts and terrorist gathering points (IDF spokesperson January 25-27, 2024).

> IDF forces raided the military headquarters of the commander of Palestinian Islamic

Jihad (P1J) intelligence and the headquarters of Hamas, where they found large quantities of
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ammunition, weapons, tactical radios, night vision equipment, maps and intelligence

information (IDF spokesperson, January 25, 2024).
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Attack in Khan Yunis (IDF website, January 27, 2024)

The weapons found by the forces (IDF spokesperson, January 25, 2024)
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IDF attacks in the Khan Yunis area (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 28, 2024)

> Meanwhile, the IDF opened a secure humanitarian corridor west of Khan Yunis for the
safe movement of the residents of the Gaza Strip to the al-Mawasi humanitarian zone, while

the fighting against Hamas continued (IDF spokesperson, January 27, 2024).

Residents evacuate from Khan Yunis to the south because of IDF activity
(Wafa YouTube channel, January 26, 2024)

> The northern Gaza Strip: Ground forces, in cooperation with the Israeli Air Force,
attacked Hamas military facilities. The fighters killed a number of armed terrorist operatives
by firing tanks and targeting them with aircraft (IDF spokesperson, January 25, 2024). Fighter
jets attacked a booby-trapped structure, a military structure, an anti-tank post, and a shaft
used for terrorist operational purposes (IDF spokesperson, January 26, 2024).

> The al-Mujahedeen Brigades organization (the military wing of the al-Mujahedeen
organization, which split from the al-Agsa Martyrs' Brigades), reported that its operatives had
shot down an IDF Sky Racing UAV with a surface-to-air missile in the Beit Lahia area. The
organization published a video of the moment the missile was launched and the UAV after it
had been shot down (Mujahedeen Brigades Telegram channel, January 27,2024). On January
3,2024, Hamas' military wing reported that in a joint operation with al-Mujahedeen Brigades

operatives, it shot down an Israeli Hermes 900 UAV in the east of Gaza City, using an anti-
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aircraft missile (Shehab Telegram channel, January 3, 2024). The organization also claimed
responsibility for launching rockets at Israel several times.

> Aerial activity: On the night of January 26, 2024, IDF fighter jets attacked dozens of
targets, including operational apartments, ammunition depots, observation posts, and

gathering points for armed terrorists (IDF spokesperson, January 26, 2024).

Palestinian perspective on the fighting

> Ahmed Abd al-Hadi, Hamas representative in Lebanon, said that Hamas had
formulated a defense plan based on the large tunnels that stretch from the north of the Strip
to the south, which are connected to one another and of which Israel knew nothing. He
claimed that the operations carried out by the fighters indicated the level of Hamas'
preparations for the campaign. He added that Israel had helped the fighters "firm stance" by
creating batteries and barricades above the ground by demolishing houses. He said the ruins
created barricades for the "fighters" which allowed them to carry out more attacks on the IDF.
He claimed that the communication lines between Hamas leaders inside the Gaza Strip were
safe and had not been damaged by the Israeli attacks. According al-Hadi, as they prepared for

Operation al-Agsa Flood, they took the "fighters'" telephone communication network inside
the tunnels into consideration. He added that the communication between the leaders of the
movement inside and outside the Gaza Strip was also taking place securely, enabling them to
coordinate positions regarding all military and political events. He also claimed al-Sinwar was
in perfect health, as were the other Hamas members, who were "conducting the campaign
wisely and calmly and achieving results." He also said the Hamas central leadership was
situated in several locations, visited Lebanon because of the presence of the Palestinian
refugee camps, and met with Lebanese leaders. He said they had greater freedom of
movement in Lebanon than in any other country "for reasons that everyone was familiar

with," but Hamas was committed to Lebanon's policies and laws, and respected its

sovereignty (alarabia.net, January 25, 2024).

Israeli casualties

> According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300
Israeli people have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 557 of them are
soldiers and officers (222 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023);
132 civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the

Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned.

031-24



The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement

> John Kirby, White House spokesman, said that Brett McGurk, the United States
State Department's Middle East envoy, was returning to Washington after visiting countries
in the region to promote a hostage deal. He claimed they were optimistic about progress
(Reuters, January 26, 2024). The New York Times reported that according to its "sources,"
Hamas and Israel were close to reaching an agreement under the aegis of the United States
and Qatar: the fighting will cease for two months, during which about a hundred hostages will
be released. According to the article, the outlines of the deal were drawn up in the last ten
days but there were still points of contention which would be dealt with by the heads of the
intelligence agencies who are expected to meet at the summit in Paris (The New York Times,
January 28,2024). The AP confirmed the report from senior United States government officials
(AP, January 28, 2024).

> An "Egyptian source," aware of Egypt's efforts to achieve a ceasefire, said that talk of
the release of all the Israeli hostages in one group, estimated at 136, including about 27
bodies, in exchange for a month's temporary ceasefire and the release of a number of
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons, was inaccurate. He said Hamas had rejected the idea
of releasing all the hostages at once unless a total ceasefire was reached, and if not, the
movement adhered to release in stages, the last of which would be the release of the
estimated 55 kidnapped military personnel. He said Hamas had claimed more than once
during discussions with the mediators that it did not trust Israel's positions (al-Araby al-
Jadeed, January 27, 2024).

> Ghazi Hamad, a member of Hamas' political bureau in the Gaza Strip, said Hamas
had received many ideas and they were being examined. He reiterated yet again that the
Israeli hostages would not be released before a ceasefire and the withdrawal of IDF forces
from the Gaza Strip (al-Mayadeen News YouTube channel, January 27, 2024).

> Ahmed Abd al-Hadi, Hamas representative in Lebanon, said that the Israeli
proposals for a two-month ceasefire in exchange for a new hostage deal did not meet Hamas'
basic demands of Hamas of the cessation of "aggression" against Gaza and the complete
withdrawal of the IDF from the Gaza Strip, Hamas' conditions for the resumption of
negotiations. He claimed they would be prepared to renew the negotiations if a proposal were
submitted that led to a total cessation of "aggression" and the withdrawal of the IDF, after

receiving guarantees from the mediators that the aggression against the Gaza Strip would not
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be repeated. He said there was still no agreement, and that they would not waste their trump
care of the hostages in exchange for temporary ceasefires that would end after Israel received
what it wanted. He also noted that Hamas leaders' leaving the Gaza Strip was out of the
question for Hamas (al-Arabiya.net, January 25, 2024).

Back To Top ‘t

The Gaza Strip

Palestinian casualties

> The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as of 10:10
a.m., January 28, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 26,422 and
the number of wounded at 63,087 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 28,
2024).

4 The al-Agsa Martyrs' Brigades (AAMB) announced the death of Atta Ahmed Hamouda,
a field commander who was killed with his family in the attack on his home in the northern
Gaza Strip (elagsa_1965, the AAMB Telegram channel, January 26, 2024).

> The Hamas-controlled government information bureau in the Gaza Strip announced
the death of lyad Ahmed al-Rawwagh, the 120" journalist killed in the war, who was a
broadcaster and presenter on Hamas' Radio Sawt al-Agsa. He was reportedly killed along with
11 members of his family in an attack on his home in the al-Nuseirat refugee camp on January

25,2024 (Palestine Online, January 27, 2024; Radio Sawt al-Agsa account, January 26, 2024).
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lyad al-Rawwagh (Account X of Radio Sawt al-Agsa, January 26, 2024)

The situation in the Gaza Strip

> Dr. Ashraf al-Qidra, spokesman for the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in

the Gaza Strip, reported a severe shortage of blood and medicine at Nasser Hospital in Khan
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Yunis. He again claimed the stock of fuel for the hospital generators was expected to run out
within four days (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 27, 2024).

> The Palestinian Red Crescent reported that the supply of oxygen at al-Amal Hospital
(west of Khan Yunis) had run out and because of the fighting near the hospital [it could not
obtain more], therefore it was unable to perform surgeries (Wafa, January 28, 2024). Al-
Jazeera TV reported that 350 patients and approximately 5,000 residents remained at Nasser
Hospitalin Khan Yunis, after a large number of patients and residents had fled fromitin recent
days (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 28, 2024).

> Meanwhile, many residents from around the Gaza Strip were reported to have arrived
near Rafah and set up a tent camp. Residents stated that they had come to find a safer place
because everywhere they had gone to so far was unsafe. Some also said they had arrived
because of the overcrowding in the UNRWA schools, which were being used as shelters (Wafa
YouTube channel, January 27, 2024). Many residents were reported fleeing the Khan Yunis

area towards Rafah because of increased IDF activity in the city (Wafa YouTube channel,

January 26, 2024).

Residents set up a tent camp near the Gaza Strip-Egypt border
(Wafa YouTube channel, January 27, 2024)

> In response to the demonstrations by the families of the hostages in Israel near the
Kerem Shalom Crossing and their attempt to block the entry of aid to the Gaza Strip, the PA
foreign ministry claimed Israel was ignoring UN warnings about the humanitarian situation
in the Gaza Strip and was allowing the families of the hostages to block the Kerem Shalom
Crossing, thereby preventing urgent aid supplies to enter for four consecutive days. The
foreign ministry also called it "contempt for the decisions of the International Court of
Justice" and a denial of the basic needs of all the residents of the Gaza Strip (PA foreign

ministry X account, January 27, 2024).
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UNRWA

> Following information transmitted to UNRWA by Israel about 12 UNRWA employees
who took an active part in the October 7, 2023, terrorist attack and massacre, Stéphane
Dujarric, spokesman for the UN secretary general, said that Antonio Guterres, the UN
secretary general, had spoken with Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA's commissioner general,
and asked him to quickly investigate the serious allegations. According to the announcement,
the secretary general was "horrified" by this news and asked to make sure that any UNRWA
employee who was proven to have taken part in the events would face criminal prosecution
(UN website, January 26, 2024).

> Philippe Lazzarini said he would immediately terminate the employment of those
staff members and launch an independent investigation of experts to protect the agency's
ability to provide humanitarian assistance. He also claimed that any UNRWA employee who
was involved in terrorist acts would be held accountable, including by means of prosecution
(Reuters, January 27,2024).

4 Following the revelations, the spokesperson of the United States State
Department announced that the United States would temporarily suspend UNRWA's funding
until the investigation had been completed. According to the announcement, Antony
Blinken, the Secretary of State, had spoken with Antonio Guterres, the UN secretary
general, and demanded the matter be investigated. The announcement mentioned UNRWA's
vital role in humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip (United States State Department website,
January 26, 2024).

> Following the United States announcement, Great Britain, Italy, Finland, Canada and
Australia announced that they would temporarily suspend any further funding to the agency
while the investigation was being carried out, and were later joined by the Netherlands.
Germany stated that it was very concerned about the issue and would not allocate additional
resources until the accusation had been removed (Agence France-Presse, January 27, 2024).
Other countries welcomed the opening of the investigation, but for the time being did not
announce the suspension of aid to the agency.

> About 92% of UNRWA's funding comes from international contributions and the
United States is the largest donor, followed by the European Union and Germany. American
funding to UNRWA was stopped by Trump in 2018, and restored at the beginning of the Biden

administration in 2021.
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4 Antonio Guterres addressed the governments which had suspended their
contributions and said that he "understood" their concern, but the continuation of UNRWA's
activities had to be assured and the thousands of workers who worked for the humanitarian
needs of people around the world should not be punished (UN website, January 28, 2024).
Martin Griffiths, the under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs, said that the
residents of the Gaza Strip had been suffering "unimaginable horrors and deprivation" for
nearly four months and that they should be given hope, and that now was not the time to
disappoint them (Martin Griffiths' X account, January 27, 2023).

4 Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, called on the
countries that had stopped funding UNRWA to retract their decision, claiming it involved
"enormous political and humanitarian risks," as the Palestinian people currently needed
maximum support from the agency (Hussein al-Sheikh's X account, January 27,2024). The PA
foreign ministry condemned the Israeli government's "campaign of incitement" against
UNRWA and claimed that during the [alleged] "genocidal war" Israeli prejudices were
emphasized. The ministry expressed surprise at the steps taken by a number of countries
before the UN investigation had been completed and demanded they retract their decision.
The foreign ministry said that even if Israel's claims were proven to be true, "they would not
harm UNRWA's authority or its role," and accused Israel of trying to erase the issue of
Palestinian refugees in any way it could (PA foreign ministry Telegram channel, January 27,
2024).

4 Hamas claimed that it was a campaign of incitement launched by Israel against
"international institutions." According to Hamas, the claim that Hamas used the hospitals in
the Gaza Strip for military purposes was false and the purpose of the "incitement" was to deny
the Palestinians their right to receive services from international agencies. Hamas called on
the UN and international institutions not to surrender to Israel's threats and emphasized their
importance in documenting the "crimes of the occupation" (Hamas Telegram channel,
January 27, 2024)

> Hamas also condemned the decision of UNRWA's commissioner general to dismiss a
number of the agency's employees and open an investigation on the grounds that it was not
UNRWA's role to describe the "Palestinian resistance" as a terrorist organization and that
UNRWA was taking a "political position." According to the movement, the agency did notissue

statements or take explicit positions in relation to the "Zionist terrorist attacks" and it
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demanded that UNRWA retract its decision and adhere to its international mandate. Hamas
also stated that the agency's call to release the hostages deviated from its mandate and called
on it to return to operating in all parts of the Gaza Strip (Hamas Telegram channel, January
27,2024).

> Ghazi Hamad, a member of Hamas' political bureau in the Gaza Strip, said that
following the ruling of the International Court of Justice, which was based on the statements
and testimonies of the UN workers in the Gaza Strip, the United States put pressure on UNRWA
to publish the "unfortunate and shameful statement" regarding the attack on the October 7,
2023, in which it was called a terrorist incident. According to him, UNRWA should not have
published the statement because it was not included in the scope of its activity, and it
intervened in a political issue that it had nothing to do with, which was a very serious mistake.
Another serious mistake by UNRWA, he claimed, was punishing the workers based on Israel's
claims, thereby yielding to all Israeli security demands without conducting an investigation
itself. He said he was surprised UNRWA had not demanded that Israel investigate the killing of
112 Palestinians during the war who were UNRWA workers, and why it had not taken practical
measures against Israel following the IDF attacks on UNRWA centers. He claimed UNRWA
submitted to American and Israeli dictates and the statement was a politicization of its
activities. He added that UNRWA's statement was questionable and unacceptable, and it had
to retract the statement and "apologize to the Palestinians for the mistake" (al-Mayadeen
News YouTube channel, January 27, 2024).

> The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J) condemned the suspension of funding and
stated called it actual participation in the [alleged] "war of extermination" waged by Israel.
The PIJ warned that harming UNRWA would have serious consequences for the entire region

(PlJ Telegram channel, January 27,2024 ).

Humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip
> Qatar and Britain jointly sent a humanitarian aid plane to the Gaza Strip with medical
supplies and food. According to the Qataris, it was part of the cooperation between the

countries (Qatari foreign ministry X account, January 26, 2024).

Protest demonstrations
> Gazans demonstrated in Khan Yunis and called on the Israeli and Hamas leaderships
to stop the fighting and end the destruction. Some of the protesters waved a white flag.

Pictures of the demonstration were distributed by independent correspondents in the Gaza
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Strip as well as by the Russian news agency Sputnik, however, the demonstration was not
covered by the Hamas-affiliated media or other organizations in the Gaza Strip. It was the
second demonstration in Gaza calling for an end to the war (QudsN X account, January 25,

2024).

The demonstration in Khan Yunis
(Right: QUDSN X account. Left: Sputnik website in Arabic X account , January 25, 2024)

4 The Israeli Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) issued
pictures of displaced Palestinian persons who passed through the safe crossing from Khan
Yunis to the al-Mawasi area, chanting "The people want to overthrow Hamas" (COGAT

Facebook page in Arabic, January 27, 2024).

“uulon blaawl ayp can "

Right: A picture from a video published by al-Arabiya TV (COGAT Facebook page in Arabic,
January 27, 2024). Left: Nabas website, January 27, 2024)
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"The day after"

> An Egyptian source said that a new delegation of the Hamas leadership was in Cairo
to conduct discussions on all issues related to the Gaza Strip. He said senior officials in Cairo
were making every effort to organize a meeting to narrow the gap between Hamas' positions
and those of the PA. The objective would be to deliberate proposals which required a great
deal of understandings from all the Palestinian organizations and elements. He said the
Hamas delegation had discussed ideas related to the management of Gaza the day after, the
establishment of a national unity government, and the possibility of joining the PLO. Hamas
did not express its commitment to continue "managing" the Gaza Strip after the war, and it
presented more than one view, none of which included its absolute rule, but based on
partnership through mechanisms to be determined by the Palestinians themselves. He
emphasized that the things that Hamas did not compromise on were its rejection of disarming
the "resistance" [terrorist organizations], and the complete withdrawal of IDF forces from the
Gaza Strip ( al-Araby al-Jadeed, January 27, 2024).

Back To Top "

The Northern Arena

Hezbollah

> Over the weekend Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 16 attacks carried out by
means of anti-tank missiles, rockets and Burkan rockets (whose warheads weigh between 660
and 1100 pounds), heavy Falag-1 missiles (whose warheads weigh 110 pounds) and snipers
(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 25-28, 2024).

> In response to Hezbollah's actions, IDF tanks attacked Hezbollah terrorist facilities in
south Lebanon in the area of Tayr Harfa and Aita al-Shaab. IDF warplanes attacked a
Hezbollah terrorist facility in the areas of Kfar Kila, al-Hiyam Blida, Marwahin, Aita al-Shaab,
Zibgin, Houle and Tyre. The targets included was an observation post, a military position and

a military structure (IDF spokesperson, January 25-27, 2024).
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Attacking Hezbollah military targets (IDF spokesperson, January 28, 2024)

> Videos of the Israeli Air Force strikes were published in the Lebanese media and on

social networks (Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 25, 2024).

The results of Israeli Air Force attacks in Kafr Kila (Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 25, 2024)

The results of the Israeli Air Force attacks in al-Hiyam attack
(Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 26, 2024)

> In the documentation of an attack on a building in Deir Aames, about 12 kilometers
(about 7.5 miles) north of Shtula, a person can be heard in the background saying that a three-

story building was completely destroyed (Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 27, 2024).
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Results of the Israeli Air Force attack in Deir Aames 2024
(Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 27, 2024)

The results of the Israeli Air Force attack Tayr Harfa-al-Jabin
(Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 28, 2024)

Right: The Israeli Air Force attacks in Houle (Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 28, 2024). Left:
The Israeli Air Force attacks Zibqin and Majdal Zoun (Nour Ajini's X account, January 28, 2024)

Hezbollah casualties

> Hezbollah reported the death of four operatives from south Lebanon (Hezbollah
combat information Telegram channel, January 26, 2024).

® Taleb Yahya Balhas, aka Yahya Ali, from Sadigin.
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© AliFawzi Milhem, aka Jihad, of Majdal Salem.
€ Muhammad Ali Mazah, aka Jihad, from Tayr Filasia.

@ islam Muhammad Zalzali, aka Abu Saleh, from Deir Qanoun al-Nahar.
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Hezbollah casualties
(Telegram channel of Hezbollah's combat information arm, January 26, 2024)

> Regarding the circumstances of their death, Hezbollah reported that the four were
stayingin a building in Beit Lif, about five kilometers north of Shtula (al-Arabi Akhbar YouTube
channel, January 27, 2024).

Hezbollah's new weapons

> The Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen network reported from its "sources" that the
missile system used in the attack on the Dvoranit post (east of Rosh HaNikra) on January 25,
2024, was a new Russian-made system developed in Iran, and it was not the first time that
Hezbollah had used it. According to the report, it was an anti-tank missile called Almas, which
uses fiber-optic cables for a “fire-observe-and-update” mode, enabling precise guidance
toward the target, and not by laser. According to the report the warhead can be changed and
the camera on the missile is part of the process of controlling it and the missile is able to hit
targets that cannot be seen and provide coordinates that are not picked up by UAVs (al-

Mayadeen, January 26, 2024; MTV Lebanon News YouTube channel, January 26, 2024).
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Right: The target at the Dvoranit post, as seen from the missile's camera before launch. Left:
The target a few seconds before it was hit (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel,
January 25, 2024)

Daall Zg)Lall jlaail bl

The target at the Dvoranit post, as seen from the missile camera, only one second before it was
hit (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 25, 2024)

> Hezbollah provided technical details and photos of a Falaq-1 heavy rocket and its
launcher, which it claimed it had used in an attack on the Ma'ale Golani camp (on the slopes
of Mount Hermon) on January 26, 2024. According to Hezbollah, the rocket has a maximum
range of ten kilometers (six miles), can reach a maximum height of 3,500 meters, weighs 113
kgs (about 250 pounds) with a warhead weighing 50 kgs (110 pounds), is 1.32 meters long and
has a diameter of 240 mm. The rocket is launched from a double-barrel [or four-barrel]
launcher mounted on top of an ATV. It can also be used to attack naval targets (al-Manar,

January 26, 2024).
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Right: A double barrel Falag-1 rocket launcher mounted on an ATV (al-Manar, January 26, 2024).
Left: A double-cannon launcher and its technical specifications (al-Manar, January 26, 2024)

Statements by senior Hezbollah figures

> Na'im Qassem, Hezbollah deputy secretary general, spoke at the launching of a
book called The Highest Commandments. He said that as long as the fighting in the Gaza Strip
continued, they would continue to fight in Lebanon and postpone any political discussion
related to the southern front until the end of the war in the Gaza Strip. He said Hezbollah and
the "resistance" in Lebanon were being accused of "fulfilling their obligations," while the
blame should lie with the Arab Islamic countries and the rest of the world, which did not take
action to support "Palestine" He said they were paying the price on the southern front in
Lebanon, and claimed they were making efforts to ease the lives of Lebanese civilians so they
could continue with their lives. However, he claimed, the war in south Lebanon or the war in
the Gaza Strip prevented them from carrying out their duty and everything needed for he
Lebanese. He said they would continue their jihad against Israel and as long as the fighting in
the Gaza Strip continued, they would also continue to fight, if Israel expanded the fighting in
Lebanon (Na'im Qassem's X account, January 26, 2024).

> Mohammad Raad, head of the Hezbollah faction in the Lebanese parliament, said
during a ceremony held by the organization to honor the memory of Faisal Ali Salman Shaar,
a Hezbollah operative who was killed, that they had warned Israel not to make a mistake in
its activity against Lebanon because what awaited itin Lebanon were "cemeteries." He stated
the willingness to confront Israel "to the end" and pointed out that so far Israel had seen only
asmall part of their strength, and they were prepared to show it to the full (al-Nashra, January
27,2024).

> The Hezbollah-affiliated daily al-Akhbar reported that Dr. Ole Diehl, the deputy

director of German foreign intelligence, arrived in Beirut about two weeks ago and met with
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Na'im Qassem, Hezbollah deputy secretary general. According to the report, the meeting
had no result and the Germans were unable to convince Hezbollah to stop its attacks on the
border or promote the idea of separating the arenas. Qassem claimed they could defeat Israel
ifit expanded its "aggression" and refused to discuss any idea before the end of the war in the
Gaza Strip (al-Akhbar, January 27, 2024).

Back To Top t

Judea and Samaria

Counterterrorism activities

> The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities throughout
Judea and Samaria, detaining ten wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war, more
than 2,950 wanted Palestinians have been detained, more than 1,350 of them Hamas
operatives (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 28, 2024).

> On the morning of January 28, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in the Jenin
refugee camp, detaining two wanted Palestinians (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel,
January 28, 2024). An al-Jazeera TV correspondent reported that one of the wanted
Palestinians detained in the al-Hadaf neighborhood of the Jenin refugee camp was Suhaib
Majdi Abu al-Haija, the son of senior Hamas figure Majdi Abu al-Haija imprisoned in Israel (al-
Jazeera YouTube channel, January 28, 2024). The Palestinian media reported heavy
exchanges of fire between armed Palestinians and the Israeli security forces (QudsN X
account, January 28, 2024).

> The Israeli security forces also operated in the village of Qalgas (south of Hebron),
where they seized weapons and tens of thousands of shekels intended to finance terrorist
activity. In al-Shuyukh, the forces detained two wanted Palestinians who had been
transporting infiltrators into Israeli territory (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January
28,2024).

> In the early morning hours of January 26, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in the
Qalandia refugee camp (north of Jerusalem), where they detained two wanted Palestinians

and seized weapons (IDF spokesperson's X account, January 26, 2024).

Palestinian Authority (PA)

> Mahmoud Abbas, PA chairman, met in Ramallah with Antonio Tajani, Italian

deputy prime minister and foreign minister, to discuss the latest developments in the
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Palestinian territories, especially the Gaza Strip, and efforts to stop the Israeli “aggression”
against the Palestinian people. Abbas reiterated that he categorically rejected the uprooting
of the Palestinians and stressed that there was no military or security solution for the Gaza
Strip, which was an integral part of the Palestinian state. He thanked Italy and the European
Union for their support in the efforts to achieve peace based on the implementation of the

two-state solution (Wafa, January 25, 2024).

Mahmoud Abbas meets with Italy's deputy prime minister and foreign minister
(Wafa, January 25, 2024)

Back To Top ‘t

lran

> Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi spoke by phone with South African President

Cyril Ramaphosa and expressed Iran's support for South Africa's complaint against Israel at
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague. Raisi noted that all nations expected the
court to issue an order condemning the "criminal Zionist regime," saying that filing the
complaint was a courageous step that established the name of the South African president
alongside Nelson Mandela as an anti-racist and justice-seeking figure in the world (Tasnim,
January 26, 2024).

> Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke with Mohammad bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani, Qatari foreign minister, to discuss bilateral issues and
developments in the region and the Gaza Strip. They stressed that the main actors were now
interested in ending the war in the Gaza Strip and focusing on the political process (Fars,

January 27, 2024).
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Pro-Iranian militias

Iraq

> Media outlets affiliated with the militias in Iraq reported a drone attack on the
Zevulun naval facility in Israel (Saberin News Telegram channel, January 28, 2024). No
damage to a naval facility was detected in Israel. At the same time, over the past few days, the
Islamic Resistance in Iraq has claimed responsibility for attacking American bases in Syria and
Irag with drones and rockets. Among the bases attacked were the Ain al-Assad base in western
Irag, the base near Erbil Airport in the Kurdish region of Irag, the Koniko base, and the base in

the Green Village in Syria (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, January 25-27, 2024).

Yemen

> Over the past few days, the Houthis have carried out several attacks against military
and civilian vessels. The United States Army Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that on
January 26, at around 12:30 p.m. (Israel time), the Houthis fired an anti-ship ballistic missile
at the American destroyer USS Carney (DDG-64) in the Gulf of Aden. It was also reported that
the missile was successfully intercepted by the destroyer and that there were no casualties or
damage (CENTCOM X account, January 26, 2024)

> The United States Army Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that on January 26,
at 7:45 p.m. (Sana’a time), the Houthis fired an anti-ship ballistic missile and hit the oil tanker
Marlin Luanda, which was flying the Marshall Islands flag. According to CENTCOM’s statement,
the American destroyer USS Carney helped the tanker, and no casualties had been reported.
Later, CENTCOM said the ship that was attacked had nothing to do with the conflict in the
Gaza Strip or with Israel. In addition, it was stated that the Houthis were firing indiscriminately
and affecting dozens of countries around the world (CENTCOM website, January 28, 2024).

> Yahya Saria, spokesman for the Houthi armed forces, said the Houthi naval forces
had attacked a British oil ship named Marlin Luanda in the Gulf of Aden with several naval
missiles. According to Saria, the attack caused a direct hit to the ship and a fire on board
(Yahya Saria's Telegram channel, January 26, 2024).

> According to another CENTCOM statement, on January 27, at around 3:45 a.m.
(Sana’a time), United States military forces attacked a Houthi anti-ship missile that was

directed at the Red Sea and was ready for launch. CENTCOM noted that the forces had
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identified the missile and determined that it posed a threat to ships in the area, and therefore
attacked and destroyed it in self-defense (CENTCOM X account, January 27, 2024).

> Abd al-Malik al-Houthi, leader of the Houthis in Yemen, said in a speech that they
had already launched more than 200 drones and 50 missiles and that they would continue
until the “aggression” in the Gaza Strip stopped. He noted that the main reason for the
continuation of the "Zionist crime" was the American position and that the British-American
escalation would neither change nor affect their position. He also said that if the Muslims had
provided the Palestinian people with the necessary support, the equation would have been
completely different (al-Masirah, January 25, 2024).

> A senior United States administration official said Jake Sullivan, the American
national security adviser, pressured Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during a meeting to
use China's influence on Iran to help curb Iranian support for the Houthis. China said it would
raise the issue with the Iranian government. The United States was waiting to find out whether
China had done so and the effectiveness of the communication (Reuters, January 27, 2024).
Reuters reported, citing "four Iranian diplomatic sources," that Chinese officials had asked
their Iranian counterparts to help halt Houthi attacks from Yemen against ships in the Red
Sea. According to them, China was interested in preserving its interests, since if one of its ships
was damaged, trade relations between the countries could have been compromised. The
"sources" noted that several meetings had recently been held in China and Iran on the issue,
but they refrained from giving further details (Reuters, January 26, 2024).

> The United States and Britain simultaneously imposed sanctions on four senior
Houthi officials, including Houthi Defense Minister Mohammad Nasser al-Atefi and Navy
Commander Mohammad Fadl Abd al-Nabi, because of their involvement in attacks in the
Red Sea and in actions that threaten peace, stability and security in Yemen (the United States
Treasury Department website and British government website, January 25, 2024).

Back To Top ‘ﬂ‘

The Arab Arena

Jordan

> Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman al-Safadi met in Amman with Brett McGurk,
the American envoy to the Middle East, to discuss efforts to reach an immediate and

permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and the implications of continuing the war on the Gaza
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Strip. Al-Safadi stressed that the “aggression” against the Gaza Strip had to be stopped
immediately and humanitarian aid had to be brought in regularly (Jordanian foreign ministry
X account, January 25, 2024).

> The minister also met with Annalena Baerbock, Germany's foreign minister, to
discuss efforts to stop the war in the Gaza Strip and the destructive situations it caused. Al-
Safadi stressed that stopping the Israeli “aggression” against the Gaza Strip was a top priority
and the only way to end the humanitarian disaster. The two agreed to cooperate in efforts to
provide humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. Baerbock said each side had to do its part until
the suffering of both sides ended, and that, as the International Court of Justice had ruled, the
Israeli government had to allow the immediate delivery of additional humanitarian aid to the
Gaza Strip and change its conduct in the war (Jordanian foreign ministry X account, January

27,2024).

Egypt

> According to the spokesman for the Egyptian presidential office, Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and United States President Joe Biden discussed the regional situation
in the Middle East, particularly the war in the Gaza Strip. It was also reported that the two
discussed efforts to reach a humanitarian ceasefire and a hostage deal (Egyptian presidential

office Facebook page, January 26, 2024).

Qatar

> Tamim bin Hamad, Emir of Qatar, spoke with President Joe Biden and discussed
the latest developments in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria. Biden expressed his
appreciation to Bin Hamad for the efforts Qatar was investing with regard to the war in the
Gaza Strip. Bin Hamad stressed the need to strengthen regional and international

cooperation to reach an immediate ceasefire and to continue the opening of the border

crossings for the entry of humanitarian aid (Qatar News Agency, January 26, 2024).

The International Arena

The International Court of Justice
> On January 26, 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued its decision on
injunctions againstIsrael as part of South Africa's lawsuit against Israel on December 29, 2023,

alleging that Israel was violating the Convention on the Prevention of Genocide. At the outset,
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the president of the Court stated that South Africa had a prima facie right to bring the case

against Israel, and the Court allegedly had the authority to adjudicate it. Since the rights

granted to South Africa in the framework of the lawsuit were acceptable, there was urgency

in announcing temporary measures due to the need to protect the rights of Palestinians in the

Gaza Strip and South Africa's rights under the Convention. The ICJ refrained from ordering

Israel to implement an immediate ceasefire and called for the immediate, unconditional

release of the hostages.

4

4

Following are the interim orders that were announced:
4 Israel must take all measures at its disposal to prevent acts that constitute
"genocide" against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip as defined in the Convention. The
State of Israel will ensure that its military forces do not carry out such acts.
4 Israel must take all measures at its disposal to prevent and punish incidents
of public and clear incitement to commit "genocide."
4 The State of Israel must take immediate and effective steps to facilitate the
entry of basic needs and all the humanitarian assistance required into the Gaza Strip to
cope with the harsh conditions there. Israel must take all necessary steps to prevent the
destruction and preserve evidence related to acts that fall under the Convention in the
context of the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.
4 The State of Israel shall submit a report on all measures taken to comply with

the Court's order within one month from the date of the ruling.
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Mahmoud Abbas watches from his office in Ramallah the ruling of the ICJ in The Hague

(Mahmoud Abbas' Facebook page, January 26, 2024)

The court's ruling was favorably accepted by the Palestinians, but some criticized the

court's failure to call for an immediate ceasefire.
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4 Muhammad Shtayyeh, PA prime minister, said he hoped the decisions
would include an order for an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza Strip. He said the
decisions marked the end of the time when Israel evaded punishment (Wafa, January
26,2024).

4 Riyadh al-Maliki, PA foreign minister, praised the temporary measures
ordered by the ICJ and called on the international community to ensure that Israel
implements them. He said the court proved that no country was above the law. He also
expressed his appreciation for South Africa (Riyad al-Maliki's X account, January 26,
2024).

¢ Hamas welcomed the court's decision, stressing that it meant the cessation
of all forms of “aggression” against the Palestinians in Gaza. Hamas called on the
international community to force Israel to implement the ICJ's decisions and stop the
"crime of genocide." It said that it was looking forward to the final decisions to convict
Israel of "genocide," war crimes, and crimes against humanity, opening the way for
Israel's leaders to be prosecuted before the International Criminal Court (ICC). Hamas
also expressed appreciation for South Africa's position and its move and thanked all the
countries that had expressed their support for the move (Hamas in Judea and Samaria
Telegram channel, January 26, 2024).

4 Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau and head of Hamas'
central information bureau, said the court's decision was an important step on the
road to justice for the Palestinians, and meant the beginning of proceedings to
prosecute Israel, saying it couldn't escape responsibility. He said it was an important
start to hold Israel and all those who support it accountable for the crimes of genocide
they were committing against the Palestinians. Al-Rishq called for immediate action to
force Israel to implement the court's ruling, to oppose any attempt by Israel to evade
the obligation, and reject attempts by the American administration, which was
"complicitin the crimes of genocide," to circumvent the ruling (Hamas in the West Bank
Telegram channel, January 26, 2024).

4 Musa Abu Marzouq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said Hamas
welcomed the court's decision and regarded it as a direct conviction for all the "crimes"
Israel was committing against the Palestinians, which amounted to "war crimes and

crimes of genocide." According to him, genocide is not necessarily related to shootings,
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and if the ICJ were to demand a ceasefire without reference to the other forms of
genocide, the genocide would have continued. According to him, the published
decision led more to an end to the war and an end to the genocide. He said the decision
opened the door to a ceasefire, lifting the siege and bringing in all aid. Regarding the ICJ
president’s demand that Hamas release the hostages unconditionally, he replied that
the release had to be from both sides unconditionally. He added that Hamas wanted an
exchange deal, but Israel's stubbornness prevented it (al-Arabi TV X account, January
26,2024).
4 The P1J condemned the failure of the International Court of Justice to issue a
clear decision forcing Israel (the "Zionist enemy") into an immediate ceasefire, even
though it implicitly recognized the genocide it was committing in the Gaza Strip.
According to the PIJ’s statement, it was proof that the global forces of evil control the
global legal systems for the sake of their own interests at the expense of the oppressed
(PIJ's information bureau Telegram channel, January 26, 2024).
4 Hassan Fadlallah, a member of Hezbollah's parliamentary faction, praised the
court's decision, saying that although the decision did not include a total condemnation of
Israel and did not accept the decision the Palestinian people had been waiting for, it
determined the beginning of holding Israel accountable. He said the Arab and Islamic
countries no longer had room to play their role in achieving international and humanitarian
justice (al-Ahed, January 27, 2024).
> Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Turkey also welcomed the decision, saying they
hoped the ruling would bring an end to the fighting. Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iranian
foreign minister, congratulated South Africa and the Palestinian people on the success at the
ICJ in The Hague. Abdollahian called on his counterparts around the world to support the
South African move againstIsrael at the ICJ in The Hague (Iranian foreign minister's X account,
January 26, 2024).
2 Hizam al-Assad, a member of the Houthis' political bureau, said the court was in
the Bab al-Mandeb Strait, not in The Hague (Hizam al-Assad's X account, January 26, 2024).
> The United States Department of State noted that the ruling was consistent with
the American view that Israel had the right to take action in accordance with international law

(Reuters, January 26, 2024).
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UN Security Council

> "Diplomatic sources" reported that Algeria had called for a meeting of the UN
Security Council on January 31, 2024, to discuss the situation in the Gaza Strip. According to
the sources, the call came in the context of the ordersissued by the ICJ in The Hague regarding
the war in the Gaza Strip (al-Jazeera, January 27, 2024). Following the call, the presidium of
the Security Council announced that the Council would convene on January 31,2024 (Agence

France-Presse, January 27, 2024).

Russia

> The Russian foreign ministry announced that Mikhail Bogdanov, Russian deputy
foreign minister, had met in Russia with a Houthi delegation headed by Houthi spokesman
Muhammad Abdeslam to discuss the developments in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
deterioration of the situation in the Red Sea. The sides condemned the attacks carried out by
the United States and Britain against Yemen, which could destabilize the situation in the

region (Sputnik, January 25, 2024).

Turkey
> Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan met in Istanbul with British Foreign Minister
David Cameron to discuss the urgent need for a full ceasefire in the Gaza Strip (Anadolu News,

January 26, 2024).
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Overview:

> The southern arena: During the past day IDF forces operated in the northern, central

and southern Gaza Strip, fighting in the al-Shati refugee camp in the Rimal neighborhood and
near the Shifa Hospital in Gaza City; the Jabalia and Beit Lahia refugee camps in the northern
Gaza Strip; the al-Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip, and continued encircling
Khan Yunis in the west and east of the city. Residents of Khan Yunis and several
neighborhoods in Gaza City were asked to evacuate.

> According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300
Israeli civilians and security personnel have been killed, 557 of them soldiers and
officers; 132 civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist
organizations in the Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned to Israel.

> Negotiations for a hostage deal: A summit meeting was held in Paris to draw up
a hostage deal. The meeting was described as "constructive," but reportedly, significant

gaps remain.

! Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as
its other publications.
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> UNRWA: information revealed about the report submitted by Israel indicates that 12
UNRWA employees actively participated in the terrorist attack and massacre on October 7,
2023, including ten Hamas operatives and one operative from the Palestinian Islamic Jihad
(P1J). France also announced it was freezing its funding for the agency. The Palestinians are
severely critical and claim Israel is trying to leverage the suspension of funds to UNRWA to
eliminate the refugee and Palestinian problems. Arab countries are also critical.

> The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for the unusually high number
of 12 attacks, in which two IDF soldiers were injured. In response, IDF forces attacked
Hezbollah terrorist targets from the air and with artillery. Three Hezbollah terrorist operatives
were killed. An article in a Lebanese media outlet noted that Hezbollah considered Israel's
attack on one of its airports to be a declaration of military escalation, and as a message to
Israel, Hezbollah escalated its attacks and broadened the variety of weapons it used. In Syria,

an airstrike attributed to Israel was reported in southern Damascus.

> Israel, Judea and Samaria: Two terrorist attacks were carried out, one a combined
attack near the naval base in Haifa and the other a stabbing attack near Tekoa in Gush Etzion.

> The pro-Iranian militias: For the first time, a pro-Iranian militia attacked an American

Army base on the Syrian-Jordanian border. Three soldiers were killed and 34 were wounded.
The spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry denied Iran's involvement. The Palestinians,
who regard the United States as Israel's partner in the activities in the Gaza Strip, noted the
event with satisfaction. The governments of Egypt and Jordan condemned the attack and its
perpetrators.

> The Global Jihad: ISIS claimed responsibility for an attack on a church in Istanbul,

stating it was in response to the call of ISIS leaders to attack Jews and Christians everywhere.

The Southern Arena

> Palestinian media reported on several fighting centers over the last day and on
dozens of dead and hundreds of wounded. Among the main centers of fighting were Jabalia
and the Beit Lahia refugee camp in the northern Gaza Strip; the al-Nuseirat refugee camp the
central Gaza Strip; the al-Shati refugee camp, Rimal neighborhood and near Shifa Hospital in
Gaza City; and Khan Yunis, where there were heavy attacks in the west and east of the city and

the continued encirclement of Nasser Hospital (Ma'an, January 29, 2024).
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Right: Attack on a Hamas terrorist facility. Left: Attacking Hamas terrorists
(IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024)

AW na'pa

IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF website, January 29, 2024)

> The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued clearing the area west of Khan Yunis.
Israeli Air Force aircraft, directed by the ground forces, attacked two buildings used as
terrorist facilities and where there were armed terrorists. The fighters raided terrorist targets
and located large quantities of weapons and technological equipment. Near al-Amal
Hospital the fighters raided a building used as a hideout by P1J terrorist operatives and found

weapons (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024).
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> Hashem Zaqout, an al-Jazeera TV correspondent in Rafah, reported that the IDF
forces continued to focus their activities on Khan Yunis and were encircling the city for the
eighth consecutive day. He said the IDF forces were focusing on the west of the city, where
they were surrounding Nasser and al-Amal Hospitals. He reported that conditions in Rafah
were difficult because large numbers of displaced persons continued to arrive in the city,
living in tents in severe winter weather (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024).

> According to reports, the Israeli Air Force distributed leaflets to the residents living

near Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis and called on them to evacuate immediately (al-Arabi TV,

January 29, 2024).
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Right: Hashem Zaqout, an al-Jazeera TV correspondent in Rafah, reports on the situation in the
southern Gaza Strip (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024). Left: An al-Jazeera TV
presenter describes the IDF forces' activities in west Khan Yunis
(al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 28, 2024)
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IDF attacks in Khan Yunis (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024)

> The northern Gaza Strip: IDF fighters killed a number of armed terrorists in clashes
on the outskirts of the al-Shati refugee camp, and found large quantities of weapons. Israeli
Air Force planes, directed by ground fighters, attacked a number of terrorist targets, anti-tank

positions, tunnel shafts and observation posts (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024).
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> Gaza City: IDF forces operated in the heart of Gaza City, attacking terrorist facilities
and operatives (IDF spokesperson, January 29,2024). Al-Jazeera reported that IDF forces were
surrounding the area of universities and schools in the southern part of al-Rimal
neighborhood in Gaza City, where there are many displaced persons. The IDF is also operating
in the Shifa Hospital area (al-Jazeera, January 29, 2024).

> Elias Kerem, a correspondent for al-Jazeera TV near the Gaza Strip border on the
Israeli side, reported a heavy exchange of fire between the IDF forces and the "resistance
members" [terrorist operatives] in southwest Gaza City. He said the IDF forces had told the
residents of the western neighborhoods of Gaza City, the al-Shati refugee camp, the al-Rimal,
al-Nasr and Sheikh Radwan neighborhoods to evacuate immediately and go in the direction
of Deiral-Balah. In his assessment, the IDF intends to carry out extensive activity in those areas

(al-Jazeera's YouTube channel, January 29, 2024).

IDF attacks in the Tel al-Hawa neighborhood in Gaza (Shehab X account, January 28, 2024)

> The central Gaza Strip: IDF fighters killed dozens of armed terrorists during clashes

and located large quantities of weapons (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024).

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip

> On January 28,2024, at 9 p.m., rockets were launched from the north of the Gaza Strip
at the cities, towns and villages surrounding the Gaza Strip, including Ashgelon. The PIJ's
military wing announced that it had launched rocket barrages at 9 p.m., Bahaa time (the hour
when the PIJ under the command of Bahaa Abu al-Atta used to launch rockets) at Israel

(Paltoday Telegram channel, January 28, 2024).

Israeli casualties
> According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300

Israeli people have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 557 of them are
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soldiers and officers (222 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023);
132 civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the

Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned.

The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement

> A summit meeting was held in Paris on January 28, 2024, with the objective of
arranging another hostage deal. It was attended by representatives of Israel, the United
States, Qatar and Egypt. The Israeli prime minister's office reported the meeting had been
"positive" but there were still significant obstacles which would be discussed at further
meetings (Israeli prime minister's office, January 28, 2024).

> Before the meeting, Muhammad Nizal, a member of the Hamas political bureau,
claimed that all the reports in the media about the negotiations were attempts by the Israeli
government to reduce the pressure from the hostages' families. He said Israel had so far
refused to leave the Gaza Strip, to release all the Palestinian prisoners, and was trying to evade
the issue and manipulate the situation. He completely rejected the idea that senior Hamas
members or any of its operatives would leave the Strip in exchange for a permanent ceasefire
(al-Arabi TV YouTube channel, January 28, 2024).

Back To Top ‘t

The Gaza Strip

Palestinian casualties

> The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as of 10:10
a.m., January 28,2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 26,422 and
the number of wounded at 63,087 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 28,
2024).

> The al-Agsa Martyrs' Brigades (AAMB) announced the death of Muhammad Nafez Diab
(Salem), the commander of its Radwan Battalion, after he was wounded in clashes with IDF
forces on January 28,2024 (@fatehpress Telegram channel, January 28,2024). Hassam Salem
noted Muhammad Nafez Salem (Diab) from the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood had died,
joining his 79 family members who were killed in the attack on the family home 47 days ago

(Husam Salem's X account, January 28, 2024).
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> On January 29, 2024, it was reported that the journalist Issam al-Lulu and a number
of his family members were killed in an attack in al-Zuweida in the central Gaza Strip. Al-Lulu
was a veteran Palestinian TV broadcaster (Palinfo X account, January 29, 2024; al-Jazeera
YouTube channel, January 29, 2024).

> On January 29, 2024, the government information bureau in the Gaza Strip
announced that the number of journalists killed in the war had risen to 122, after the deaths
of Issam al-Lulu, a broadcaster and presenter on Palestinian TV, and Muhammad Abd al-Fatah
Atallah, a journalist who worked for Hamas' al-Risalah media, which previously published a
magazine called al-Risalah and today operates alresala.net. According to reports he was killed
along with his family in an attack on the al-Shati refugee camp in the west of Gaza City
(government information bureau Telegram channel, January 29, 2024; Hassan Aslih's X

account X, January 29, 2024).

Muhammad Atallah (with framed front covers of al-Risalah on the wall behind him)
Hassan Aslih's X account, January 29, 2024)

Governance in the Gaza Strip

> According to reports from Palestinians in the northern Gaza Strip, uniformed Hamas
police officers patrol the area to enforce order and fight exploitation, in light of the shortage
of food and basic necessities. On January 27,2024, a man tweeted that his father, who lives in
the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza, City, had told him the police were in the northern
Gaza Strip, trying to impose their authority and pursue price gougers and thieves (Arab21

website, January 27,2024 ).
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Aid for the Gaza Strip

Distribution of bags of flour at the UNRWA facility in the Gaza Strip (Wafa YouTube channel,
January 28, 2024)

UNRWA

> Details of the report that Israel forwarded to the United States indicated that 12
UNRWA employees had participated in the terrorist attack and massacre on October 7, 2023.
Israel stated that ten of those involved were Hamas operatives and one was a PlJ operative.
One of the agency's employees kidnapped a woman and another participated in a massacre
in a kibbutz. Another UNRWA worker distributed ammunition. Seven of the workers involved
in the attack were UNRWA school teachers. Six of them were located in Israeli territory on
October 7, by tracking their phones, and others recounted their actions during the massacre
in conversations recorded by Israel. Three received text messages to report to assembly
points on the morning of the massacre, and one was told to bring anti-tank rockets stored in
his home. According to the information in the report, a school counselor from Khan Yunis
helped his son kidnap a woman, and a social worker from the Nuseirat refugee camp helped
transport the body of an Israeli soldier to the Gaza Strip, distributed ammunition and helped
coordinate the movement of vehicles (The New York Times, January 29, 2024).

> France announced that it was joining the countries suspending aid to UNRWA and
would not transfer the aid intended for the first half of 2024. France stated that the
accusations of the participation of UNRWA workers in the October 7, 2023 attack and
massacre were particularly serious (French foreign ministry website, January 28, 2024).

> Palestinian Authority (PA) Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh convened an
"emergency press conference" in Ramallah to relate to the freezing of aid to UNRWA. He
claimed Israel had been working for a long time to eliminate UNRWA, adding that the

Palestinians were "surprised" by the number of countries that announced they were freezing
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funding to UNRWA. He claimed UNRWA helped 1.7 million people in the Gaza Strip and the

suspension of funding was dangerous and should be revoked (Sawa, January 28, 2024).

Muhammad Shtayyeh holds a press conference in Ramallah (Wafa, January 28, 2024)

> Sami Abu Zuhri, head of Hamas' "external" political bureau, said that the
accusations according to which some countries decided to stop funding UNRWA were based
on Israeli claims. He claimed that making such a decision at the same time as the International
Court of Justice handed down its ruling was "a clear challenge to the ruling." He claimed that
what was necessary was to stop supplying Israel with weapons, not to stop "the supply of food
and medicine to innocent people" (Shehab Telegram channel, January 28, 2024).

> Ali Abu Shahin, a member of the PlJ's political bureau, said that the Israeli
government's attack on UNRWA and the alignment of the Western countries with "Zionist
propaganda" were part of the "aggression" against the Palestinians and the refugee issue, and
part of the attempt to eliminate the Palestinian cause and to complete [Israel's alleged] "war

of extermination" (PlJ media information bureau, January 28, 2024).

Cartoon accusing Israel of sabotaging UNRWA's funding (al-Quds, January 29, 2024)

> Sameh Shoukry, the Egyptian foreign minister, held a press conference with Feisal
bin Farhan, the Saudi Arabian foreign minister, where Shoukry claimed he was surprised

by the countries' decision to stop funding UNRWA, adding that the timing of the accusations
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coincided with the ruling of the International Court of Justice, which "raised questions" (Sky
News in Arabic, 28 in January 2024).

> Ayman Safadi, the Jordanian foreign minister, spoke with Philippe Lazzarini,
UNRWA's commissioner general. Safadi said the agency played a necessary role in bringing
humanitarian aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip, who were facing a humanitarian disaster
as a result of "Israel's aggression." The two noted the need for the international community
to supply the agency with the assistance necessary for it to continue providing services in the
Gaza Strip (Jordanian foreign minister's X account, January 28, 2024).

> Nasser Kanaani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, condemned Israel for
accusing UNRWA workers of participating in the October 7, 2023, terrorist attack and
massacre. He claimed the accusations were intended to justify the measures taken by Israel
to limit the activities of the international humanitarian organizations operating in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank and cleanse it of the [alleged] "crimes" it committed by killing the
employees of the institutions, including UNRWA. He expressed regret at the decision of several
countries to suspend their aid to UNRWA and said that instead of announcing the suspension
of aid to the agency, they should have stopped the supply of weapons to Israel and their
political support for it and its [allegedly] "criminal leaders" (Iranian foreign ministry website,

January 28, 2024).

The issue of "the day after"

> Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen TV reported from "exclusive" Palestinian sources
that Egypt had informed the "Palestinian organizations" of its decision not to allow Israel to
"invade" the Philadelphia Axis, stating that any "act of aggression" along the Egyptian-
Palestinian border was an "act of aggression" against Egyptian national security. The
Palestinian organizations praised the Egyptian position. According to the sources, Egypt will
prevent the [alleged] "migration plan" [of the Palestinians to Egypt]. The "organizations"
regard the Egyptian position as one of the most important positions in preventing

"aggression" in the border area (al-Mayadeen TV website, January 28, 2024).

Back To Top ﬁ'
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The Northern Arena

Hezbollah's actions

> Hezbollah continued attacking IDF posts and concentrations of forces along the
Israeli border Israel, and claimed responsibility for 12 attacks using anti-tank missiles, rockets
and Burkan rockets (whose warheads weigh between 660 and 1100 pounds) and heavy Falag-
1 missiles (whose warheads weigh 110 pounds) (Hezbollah combat information Telegram
channel, January 28-29, 2024).

> In response to Hezbollah's activity, Israeli Air Force warplanes attacked Hezbollah's
operational headquarters and terrorist facilities, including military buildings, observation
posts and military sites in the area of Marwahin, al-Zahajra, Aita al-Shaab. Other targets in

south Lebanon which posed a threat were attacked with artillery and tanks (IDF

spokesperson, January 28, 2024).

__ s S
Right: Attack on a Hezbollah military structure. Left: Attack on a Hezbollah military position
(IDF spokesperson, January 28, 2024)

> Videos and photos documenting the Israeli Air Force strikes were published in

Lebanese media and on social networks.

Right: The results of Israeli Air Force attacks in al-Zahajra. Left: Israeli Air Force attack in the
suburbs of Rmaych (Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 29, 2024)
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Israeli Air Force attacks. Right: Maroun al-Ras (Bilal's X account, January 28, 2024). Left: The Abu
Tawil neighborhood in Beita al-Shaab (Hussein Srour's X account, January 28, 2024)

Hezbollah casualties
> Hezbollah reported the death of three operatives (Hezbollah combat information
Telegram channel, January 28, 2024). Hezbollah recently began noting the dates of birth of

the terrorists who were killed.

4 Sadek Muhammad Hashem, aka Taher, born in 1992, from Rashkinay, south
Lebanon.
4 Ali Jamal Shakr, aka Mohsen, born in 1988, from the town of al-Nabi Sheet in

the Begaa region in the Lebanon Valley.
2 Hussein Hassan Halawi, aka Nour al-Zahraa born in 1998, from Kafr Kila in

south Lebanon.
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The three Hezbollah casualties
(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 28, 2024)
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A group photo of the three Hezbollah casualties
(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 28, 2024)

Introducing new weapons into the campaign

> According to the Lebanon 24 website, a few days ago Israel announced it had attacked
a Hezbollah airportin the al-Jabbour area of the al-Tufah region in south Lebanon. According
to the ITIC interpretation of the article, Hezbollah considered the attack on the airport an
Israeli declaration of military escalation. Hezbollah then escalated its attacks and broadened
the variety of weapons it was using. Hezbollah revealed the use of an Almas electro-optical
anti-tank missile and a heavy Falag-1 rocket. The disclosure of the weapons was apparently
intended to publicly convey to Israel that Hezbollah possessed advanced capabilities with a
high level of accuracy. Na'im Qassem, Hezbollah deputy secretary general, stated a few days
ago that if Israel broadened its attacks in Lebanon, the organization would broaden its
responses using the "fourth range," that is, the use of new rockets and missiles with significant

destructive power (Lebanon 24, January 27, 2024).

Statements by senior Hezbollah members

> In a speech given at a political meeting in the Dahiyeh, the Shi'ite suburb in southern
Beirut, Hassan al-Baghdadi, a member of Hezbollah's Central Council, claimed that the
ongoing war with Israel in the Gaza Strip and in the south of Lebanon revealed the extent of
Israel's distress and the extent of its vulnerability in all the arenas. He added that Israel
appeared to the world as the strongest country in the region, but it had revealed its "fragility"
when facing the firm stand of the Gaza Strip and of Lebanon where a real war was taking place,
only part of which was visible. Al-Baghdadi added that Hezbollah's response to Israel is part
was its "deterrent equation” and was related to the nature and scope of the "aggression" (al-

Manar, January 29, 2024).
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The Lebanese government

> Najib Mikati, prime minister of the interim government in Lebanon, met with
Abdullah Bou Habib, the Lebanese foreign minister, to discuss the results of the UN
Security Council meeting in New York. Bou Habib told those present that there was a "historic
opportunity to achieve stable peace" along Lebanon's southern border based on Resolution

1701, adding that Lebanon did not want war and had never sought it (NNA, January 28, 2024).

Syria

> According to reports, the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps headquarters in the al-
Sayyidah Zaynab region, south of Damascus, were attacked from the air (al-Arabiya, January
29, 2024); the attacks were attributed to Israel (al-Jazeera, January 29, 2024). Seven deaths
were reported, including four Syrians, and several wounded (Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, January 29, 2024).

> Hossein Akbari, Iran's ambassador to Syria, denied the report that Israel had
attacked an Iranian consultation center in the al-Sayyidah Zaynab area of Damascus, stating
that no Iranian "consultation center" was attacked and that no Iranian advisors or citizens

had been killed. (Hossein Akbari's X account, January 29, 2024).

The attacks at al-Sayyidah Zaynab. (Right: Daraa Net X account, January 29, 2024.
Left: Al-Hadath, January 29, 2024)

> Following the sirens activated in the Katzrin area, interceptors were launched at two

suspicious aerial targets (IDF spokesperson, January 28, 2024).

Back To Top '
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Judea and Samaria

Terrorist attacks

> Onthe morning of January 29,2024, a vehicle ramming attack was carried out in Haifa,
near the Israeli naval base. A man drove his vehicle into an IDF soldier, seriously injuring him.
He then crashed his vehicle into the base wall, got out of the vehicle armed with an axe and
tried to chase civilians. He managed to run about 200 meters and was shot dead by an officer
on his way to the base. The identity of the terrorist is still unclear and the incident is being

investigated by security officials (Israeli media, January 29, 2024).

The scene of the attack in Haifa (MDA spokesman's unit, January 29, 2024)

> On the morning of January 29, 2024, a Palestinian armed with a knife arrived at an IDF
post in the village of Tekoa. The force opened fire and killed him (IDF spokesperson's X
account, January 29, 2024). The Palestinian media reported that he was Rani Yasser Khalaf al-

Sha'er, 16, from Teqoa (Wafa, January 29, 2024).

Right: The scene of the attack near the village of Tekoa (Araby Post X account, January 29,
2024). Left: The knife found in the terrorist's possession (IDF spokesperson's X account, January
29,2024)
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Counterterrorism activities

> The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities in Judea and
Samaria, detaining 19 wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war, more than 2,960
wanted Palestinians have been detained, over 1,350 of them Hamas operatives (IDF
spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 29, 2024).

> Before dawn on January 29, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in the Jenin refugee
camp, where they detained two wanted Palestinians, seized weapons and uncovered IEDs
planted on the shoulders of the roads. Armed Palestinians threw IEDs and shot at the forces.
In an activity in the town of al-Yamoun (west of Jenin) to detain a wanted Palestinian, shots
were fired at the forces, who returned fire, killing the wanted man (IDF spokesperson’s
Telegram channel, January 29, 2024). An al-Jazeera TV correspondent reported heavy
damage to water, electricity and roads caused by the activity of the security forces in the Jenin
refugee camp. He claimed the extent of damage to infrastructure caused by Israeli security
force activity since October 7, 2023, was estimated at NIS 150 million (about $41 million)(al-

Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024).
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Right: An IED detonated during Israeli security force activity in the Jenin refugee camp (Chinain
Arabic X account, January 29, 2024). Left: Destruction and damage in the Jenin refugee camp
(al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024)

> The Israel security forces also operated in the Kasbah in Nablus and in the Balata and
Askar refugee camps, where they questioned Palestinians and seized military equipment.
They also operated in Kafr 'Aqab (north of Jerusalem) and 'Azzun (east of Qalgilya), where
they seized weapons (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 29, 2024). The
Palestinians reported two fatalities in clashes with Israeli security forces in Dura (south of

Hebron) and Silwad (north of Ramallah) (Wafa, January 29, 2024).
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Reactions to a conference on settlement in the Gaza Strip

> On January 28,2024, a conference entitled "Settlement Brings Security" was held with
the participation of hundreds of people, including government ministers, Knesset members
and rabbis. At the conference, participants were presented with six designated settlement
points in the Gaza Strip. Participants signed the "Victory Charter" calling for the renewal of
settlement in the Gaza Strip. The conference drew criticism from the Palestinians.

> The PA foreign ministry issued a statement condemning the "incitement meeting"
held by the Israeli government under the slogan "Return of settlements to the Gaza Strip and
West Bank." According to the statement, the contents of the conference revealed the true face
of the Israeli regime, and the international community had to take a firm stand on the issue
and clearly condemn it (PA foreign ministry X account, January 29, 2024).

> Hamas issued a statement saying that Israel had held a conference yesterday with
the participation of government ministers and representatives calling for the annexation of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip to Israeli territory and for settlement. According to the
statement, the action reflected Israel's contempt for the decisions of the International Court
of Justice in The Hague and exposed Israel's intentions to uproot the Palestinians from their
land (Hamas Telegram channel, January 29, 2024).

Back To Top ‘t

lran

> Citing Iraqi sources, Saudi al-Hadath TV reported that on January 28, 2024, Qods
Force commander Esmail Qaani arrived in Baghdad and met with the heads of the
coordination committee of the pro-lranian Shi'ite militias and senior Iragi government
officials (al-Hadath, January 28, 2024). At the same time, Ali-Akbar Ahmadian, secretary of
Iran's Supreme National Security Council, is expected to visit Iraq (Tasnim, January 28, 2024).
Both visits take place amid the escalation between the United States and the pro-Iranian
Shi’ite militias in Irag and in the wake of the IRGC attack against targets in the Kurdish region

in northern Iraq on January 15, 2024.
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Pro-lranian militias

Iraqg

> The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for a drone attack on an
American base near Erbil Airport in Irag's Kurdish region (Islamic Resistance Telegram
channel, January 28, 2024).

> Qays al-Khazali, leader of the Iraqgi pro-Iranian Asaib Ahl al-Haqq militia, met in
Baghdad with a representative of Houthi leader Abd al-Malik al-Houthi to discuss regional
and international developments and the role of the Yemeni people in the "resistance axis."?
Al-Khazali praised the Yemeni people for their support for the Palestinian people in the Gaza
Strip and for threatening American interests in the Red Sea. He added that the “resistance
axis” had proven its capabilities and effectiveness in opening multiple fronts in a way that
warmed the hearts of the free people and would lead to a great victory. The Houthi
representative conveyed the Houthi leader's greetings to al-Khazali, and his gratitude,
appreciation and pride for his positions, his important role in supporting the “axis of
resistance,” the sincere effort he was making, his position alongside Yemen and its people, in
addition to his key role in supporting the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip (al-Ahed,

January 28, 2024).

Attack on an American base on the Syrian-Iraqi border

> United States President Joe Biden confirmed that three American soldiers had
been killed on January 27, 2024, in a drone attack on an American base on the Jordanian-
Syrian border. He noted that the attack was carried out by pro-lranian militias operating in
Iraq and Syria and that the United States would respond at the time and in the manner they
chose (Reuters, January 28, 2024).Reportedly, 34 were wounded. . A United States
Department of Defense source said the strike had targeted the base's residential area, that
multiple casualties had been recorded, and that medical evacuation had been required. It was
also reported that they were currently examining the reasons for the failure of the air defense
at the base (The Washington Post, January 28, 2024). It was the first time that an American
Army base on the Jordanian border has been attacked, and the first time that American

soldiers have been killed since the attacks on their bases in the area began.

Zlran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations, the Shi'ite Houthis in Yemen and the
pro-Iranian militias in Iraq.
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> Muhannad Mubaidin, spokesman for the Jordanian government, noted that the
attack did not take place inside Jordan, saying that it was directed at the American al-Tanf
base on the Jordanian-Syrian border (al-Mamlaka, January 28, 2024).

> British Foreign Secretary David Cameron said they strongly condemned the attack
on the base by pro-Iranian militias and urged Iran to calm the situation in the region. He also
extended his condolences to the families of the victims and wished a speedy recovery to the
wounded (David Cameron's X account, January 29, 2024).

> Nasser Kanani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, denied any Iranian
involvement in the attack. According to the Iranian foreign ministry's statement, Iran has
repeatedly warned of the spread of the war in the region due to the continued Israeli attacks
against the Palestinians, the American support for Israel, and the violation of the sovereignty
of Iraq and Syria by the American forces. Kanani stressed that the "resistance groups" in the
region did not receive orders from Iran and that they were independent in their decisions and
actions (ISNA, January 29, 2024).

> The Iragi government's information bureau condemned the ongoing escalation,
saying that the developments threatened regional and international peace and security, and
that they were following with great concern the dangerous security developments in the
region. The bureau also said that they were prepared to formulate basic rules of involvement
that would prevent further repercussions in the region and prevent the conflict from
spreading (the information bureau Telegram channel, January 29, 2024).

> Muhannad Mubaidin, spokesman for the Jordanian government, said that Jordan
condemned the terrorist attack on the Syrian border and that the soldiers who were hit
belonged to the American forces that cooperate with the Jordanian army in the fight against
terrorism and border security. He extended condolences to the United States for the victims
of the attack and noted that it did not cause any casualties in the ranks of the Jordanian army.
He added that they would continue to fight terrorism and smuggling at the borders, and they
would confront with all their might any threat to state security (Petra, January 28, 2024).

> Ahmed Abu Zeid, spokesman for the Egyptian foreign ministry, issued a
statement saying they strongly condemned any terrorist act threatening Jordan's security
and stability (Egyptian ministry spokesman’s X account, January 29, 2024).

> Sami Abu Zuhri, head of Hamas' political department “abroad,” said that the

deaths of the three American soldiers were a message to the American administration that if
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the killing of innocent people in the Gaza Strip did not stop, it would find itself in a
confrontation with the entire Muslim nation, and that the continuation of the "American-
Zionist aggression" against the Gaza Strip could blow up the entire situation in the region
(Shehab Telegram account, January 28, 2024).

> Ali Abu Shahin, a member of the P1J's political bureau, condemned the statements
made by the American administration about igniting war in the region, saying that the action
against the American forces was part of the "natural and legitimate response" to the American
presence as an occupying power in the region, and because of its shameless support for the
war Israel has been waging against the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip for almost four months
(PJ's information bureau Telegram channel, January 28, 2024). PIJ deputy secretary-
general Muhammad al-Hindi said the United States was a partner in Israel's war of
annihilation in the Gaza Strip and was therefore responsible for any escalation in the region.
Regarding the American response, he said that in his opinion, the American responses would
be carefully calculated because the United States had no interest in the region deteriorating

into a regional war (al-Jazeera Mubasher TV YouTube channel, January 29, 2024).

Yemen

> The British Ministry of Defence noted that on January 27, 2024, the crew of the Royal
Navy warship HMS Diamond successfully intercepted a UAV launched by the Houthis. It said
no damage was caused to the ship or its crew (British Ministry of Defence X account, January
28, 2024). Grant Shapps, the British defence secretary, said the attacks on vessels were
intolerable and illegal and targeted innocent people and global trade. He noted that they were
committed to protecting freedom of navigation in the Red Sea and would be committed to
this goal forever (British defence secretary’s X account, January 28, 2024).

> Yahya Saria, spokesman for the Houthi armed forces, said Yemeni naval forces had
fired a naval missile at the United States Navy ship USS Lewis B. Puller while sailing in the Gulf
of Aden, a ship whose role was to provide logistical support to the American forces
participating in the “aggression” against Yemen. He noted that they would continue their
operations in the Red Sea against Israeli ships or those bound for Israel until the “aggression”
against the Gaza Strip stopped (Yahya Saria’s X account, January 29, 2024).

> "Exclusive Egyptian sources" reported that in light of the decline in ship traffic in the
Suez Canal area due to Houthi activity, Egyptian officials had called on the Houthi leadership

to reduce their military activity in the Red Sea and suggested carrying it out intermittently
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rather than regularly. It was noted that the Houthis rejected the request. The “sources” also
reported that Egypt had also expressed its concern to Iran, urging it to play its role in
preventing a further deterioration in the security situation, which could lead to an increase in
the economic crisis facing Egypt (al-Araby al-Jadeed , January 29, 2024).

Back To Top ‘t

The Arab Arena

Saudi Arabia

> At a press conference held by Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and Saudi
Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan, the Saudi foreign minister said they had discussed the
situation in "Palestine," a permanent ceasefire, and paving the way for a political solution. He
said there was a need for an international decision regarding the Palestinians that would be
binding for everyone. He also said Saudi Arabia would continue working with Egypt to solve

the hostage crisis (Sky News in Arabic, January 28, 2024).

The International Arena

The International Court of Justice

> The permanent representatives in the Arab League convened in Cairo to publish a
united Arab position on the International Court of Justice's decision on the temporary
measures that Israel had to implement and comply with. Muhannad al-Aklouk, PA
representative in the Arab League, said they were in a new phase after the court's decision,
an opportunity for them to develop the protection of Palestinian rights (Wafa.ps, January 28,

2024).

United States

> Against the backdrop of reports that the United States is considering slowing or
delaying the supply of weapons to Israel to bring about the reduction of attacks and bringing
aid into the Gaza Strip, John Kirby, spokesman for the White House National Security
Council, noted that there was no change in American policy towards Israel and that Israel had

the right and obligation to defend itself against Hamas while maintaining international
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humanitarian law and protecting civilian lives. He also noted that they remained committed

to supporting Israel in its struggle against Hamas (Reuters, January 28, 2024).

Global Jihad

> On January 28, 2024, it was reported that the Church of Santa Maria in Istanbul had
been attacked. Turkish Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya said masked men had broken into the
church and shot at a worshipper during Sunday mass, and that Turkish security forces were
searching for the perpetrators of the attack (thenationalnews.com, al-Jazeera and Sky News,
January 28, 2024). Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan expressed condolences for the
attack and said Turkey would take all steps to detain the perpetrators as soon as possible
(Anadolu News, January 28, 2024).

> ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack, noting that the perpetrators had fled the
scene. According to ISIS’ statement, the attack was carried out in response to the call of ISIS

leaders to attack Jews and Christians everywhere (A'maq News Agency, January 28, 2024).
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Right: The two terrorists caught on security cameras just before the attack (thelevantnews.com,
January 28, 2024). Left: ISIS' claim of responsibility (Telegram, January 28, 2024)
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e 735 attacks

* 176 Hezbollah
operatives killed

e 24 operatives of
other terrorist-
organization killed

e Approximately 1,300
military and civilian
dead (unofficial
estimate)

¢ 132 hostages remain
in the Gaza Strip

e Approximately 11,000
rockets and mortar
shells

e Approximately 9,000
rockets and mortar
shells launched from

NGO 6

the Gaza Strip

¢ One non-affiliated « Approximately 2,000

operative rockets launched from
* One Lebanese army Lebanon and 30 from
soldier killed

Syria

Overview:

»The southern arena: The IDF's activity in the last day focused on the Khan Yunis area, both

above and below ground. The forces dismantled two battalions of the Izz al-Din Qassam
Brigades' Khan Yunis Brigade, killed a large number of terrorists and damaged important
terrorist facilities. East of Khan Yunis, the forces operated in a tunnel exposed under a
cemetery which served as the headquarters of Hamas' military wing. In the afternoon, a
barrage of rockets was launched towards central Israel and the greater Tel Aviv area. Hamas'
military wing claimed responsibility for the rocket fire. Shortly after the attack, Israeli Air Force
planes attacked and destroyed the launchers.

»According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli
civilians and security personnel have been killed, 557 of them soldiers and officers; 132
civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the

Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned to Israel.

! Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as
its other publications.
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»Negotiations for a hostage deal: The mediators expressed optimism about progress
towards a hostage deal. Senior Hamas officials expressed cautious optimism and a certain
flexibility regarding a ceasefire, stating they would formulate their final position in the near
future.

»UNRWA: The serious accusations against UNRWA regarding the involvement of the agency's
employees in the terrorist attack and massacre on October 7, 2023, continue making
headlines. The European Union announced it would deliberate the agency's continued
funding. UNRWA announced that without funding it would be forced to stop its operations at
the end of February 2024. The heads of the Arab states have called for agency's activities not
to be halted.

»The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for eight attacks using anti-tank

missiles and rockets, including heavy Burkan and Falag-1 rockets. In response, Israeli Air Force
fighter jets attacked Hezbollah targets in south Lebanon. Hezbollah reported two deaths.

»Judea and Samaria: Israeli security forces killed three terrorists, one an operative of Hamas'
military wing and two Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) operatives who were hiding in a hospital
in Jenin. The three planned to carry out a terrorist attack in Israel. Palestinian Authority (PA)
Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh announced a new reform which will include the
reorganization of the security forces and government offices. He said its objective was to

overhaul the Palestinian government to improve its image in the eyes of the world.

The Southern Arena

»Palestinian media reported dozens of dead and hundreds of wounded in the past day in IDF
attacks in the Gaza Strip (Ma'an, January 30, 2024). According to an al-Jazeera TV
correspondent, the main centers of fighting were Beit Hanoun, Beit Lahia and the Jabalia
refugee camp in the northern Gaza Strip; and heavy Israeli Air Force attacks in the western
neighborhoods of Gaza City, al-Sabra, Rimal and al-Zeitoun. IDF tanks were positioned near
Shifa Hospital and are encircling the western area of the city. In the central Gaza Strip, the
main combat area was the Nuseirat refugee camp. In Khan Yunis there were heavy attacks
throughout the city, primarily in the west where IDF forces continue to encircle Nasser and al-
Amal Hospitals. In Rafah the IDF attacked the al-Janina neighborhood in the center of the city

(al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 30, 2024).
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An al-Jazeera TV broadcaster describes the IDF's activities in western Gaza City (right) and in
western Khan Yunis (left) (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024)

»The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued operations in the Khan Yunis area. So far, the
forces have dismantled two of the four battalions of the Khan Yunis Brigade of the Izz al-Din
Qassam Brigades, Hamas' military wing, operating in the area. The forces have killed more
than 2,000 terrorists and destroyed underground terrorist facilities and prevented rockets
from being fired at Israel. Three Hamas military wing operatives surrendered to the IDF forces
in the tunnel and provided important intelligence information. During the fighting in Khan
Yunis, the forces raided Hamas posts, battalion headquarters, training compounds, a
communications post, the Khan Yunis Brigade operations room, the military intelligence
building, a large factory for the production of rockets and the offices of many senior members,
among them the office of Yahya al-Sinwar, head of the Hamas political bureau in the Gaza

Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024).

IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 30, 2024)

»Meanwhile, IDF forces entered a tunnel located under the Bani Suheila cemetery east of Khan
Yunis. Inside the tunnel the fighters encountered a number of terrorists, as well as explosives,

sliding doors and blast-proof doors. they also located an office of the commander of the Khan
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Yunis Brigade's Eastern Battalion where he directed the October 7, 2023, attack, battalion
operations and combat management rooms and senior officers' bedrooms. The tunnel was
part of an underground labyrinth with several branches, about a kilometer long and about

twenty meters [six stories] deep (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024).

The tunnel route (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024)

The tunnel. Right: Inside the tunnel. Left: Destroying the tunnel
(IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024)

Palestinian perspective on the fighting

»Taher al-Nunu, media advisor to Ismail Haniyeh, chairman of the Hamas political
bureau, claimed that the "resistance" [terrorist organizations] could continue fighting much
longer than Israel estimated, and still had the means to surprise Israel. He also claimed that
the number of IDF dead and wounded at the al-Maghazi disaster was much larger than what
was reported (Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen TV website, January 29, 2024; al-Mayadeen

TV X account, January 29, 2024).

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip
»On the afternoon of January 29, 2024, a barrage of rockets was launched towards central
Israel and the greater Tel Aviv area. The Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades, Hamas' military wing,

announced that its operatives had launched a barrage of rockets towards Tel Aviv in response
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to the [alleged] "massacres of civilians" (Hamas in Judea and Samaria Telegram channel,
January 29, 2024). An al-Jazeera TV correspondent reported that the barrage had been

launched from the southern Gaza Strip (al-Jazeera TV X account, January 29, 2024).

Right: The rocket barrage (al-Arabi TV YouTube channel, January 20, 2024). Left: A rocket hits a
gas station in Rishon LeTzion (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024)

»Gazans in the Nasser Hospital complexin Khan Yunis were recorded watching the launch and

chanting "Allahu akbar" (Shehab X account, January 29, 2024).

Gazans cheer the rocket fire from the Khan Yunis area (Shehab X account, January 29, 2024)

»Shortly after the launch, Israeli Air Force fighter jets attacked and destroyed the launchers
from which rockets were fired. According to an IDF assessment, there were additional rockets

ready for firing. In another attack, a "military asset" of Hamas' anti-tank unit was destroyed

(IDF spokesperson, January 30, 2024).
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Destroying the rocket launchers which attacked central Israel and the greater Tel Aviv area
(IDF spokesperson, January 30, 2024)

Israeli casualties

»According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli
people have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 557 of them are soldiers and
officers (222 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 132 civilian
and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip;

121 hostages have been returned.

The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement

»Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, prime minister of Qatar, said that the
talks regarding the hostages were progressing and that the current stage of the talks might
lead to a permanent ceasefire. He said they were pressuring Iran to lower the security
escalation in the region since, he said, a possible United States response to an attack on its
base on the Jordanian border could affect the hostage deal talks and regional security (al-
Jazeera, January 29, 2024).

» A "Palestinian source" claimed there was an agreement on the details of the first stage of the
hostage deal between Israel and Hamas. According to the source, every day one Israeli
hostage would be released in exchange for thirty Palestinians, and Israel would withdraw
from the Gaza Strip and take up positions at points on the border. It was also reported that
the third phase of the deal would deal with Israeli "officers" held in the Gaza Strip and that
Hamas was demonstrating "cautious flexibility" regarding the situation in the Gaza Strip "the
day after" the war (al-Arabiya, January 30, 2024).

»"Egyptian sources" informed about in the war in the Gaza Strip reported that on January 29,

2024, Egyptian General Intelligence figures and Hamas representatives met in Cairo where
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Hamas was given the details of the understandings reached at the Paris summit. According to
reports, the Hamas delegation is expected to go to Doha and then return to Cairo (al-Araby al-
Jadeed, January 30, 2024).

»Senior Hamas members expressed cautious optimism and a certain flexibility on the
ceasefire issue, but stated that they would formulate their final position in the near future.
»Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, said they had been made aware of the
summit meeting's proposal and were examining its content. He claimed they were willing to
discuss any initiative on the condition that it led to a total ceasefire, a prisoner exchange and
the rehabilitation of the Gazans' lives. He also claimed they had been invited to Cairo to
discuss the agreement reached at the Paris summit and its terms. He thanked Egypt and Qatar
for mediating and their efforts to reach a comprehensive ceasefire and stop the "aggression"
against the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Regarding the Philadelphia Axis,
he said that Egypt's position was consistent with that of Hamas (Hamas Telegram channel,
January 30, 2024).

»Taher al-Nunu, media advisor to Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, said
the first step should be a ceasefire, which he claimed would be the basis for every subsequent
step, as well as the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip and the introduction of aid. He said they
were talking about a comprehensive and complete ceasefire, not a temporary truce. He noted
that what had been discussed in Paris was a proposal which Hamas would examine, not an
agreement. He also said that Hamas had expressed its position regarding the proposals
presented to it and had not presented one of its own. He claimed it was still too early to talk
about the number of prisoners who would be released. Referring to the issue of the
Philadelphia Axis, he said that Hamas maintained continuous contact with Egypt and was
satisfied with Egypt's position. He added that Israel's attempt to take control of the Axis
[allegedly] meant "the death of tens of thousands of displaced people" (al-Mayadeen TV
website, January 29, 2024; al-Mayadeen X account, January 29, 2024).

»Muhammad Nizal, a member of the Hamas political bureau, said that when a concept
formulated at the Paris meeting was presented to them it would be discussed in the
movement's leadership institutions. He said they hoped the positive atmosphere following
the meeting was genuine and could lead to practical results. He hoped that by the end of the
week Hamas would have a final position regarding the Paris summit proposal. In principle, he

said, Hamas had several objectives, which all parties were aware of. It wanted a permanent
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ceasefire agreement, however, he claimed, Hamas had no problem with a ceasefire in stages,
provided they led to a permanent one. Hamas also wants a complete withdrawal of IDF forces
from the Gaza Strip, the introduction of all types of aid for the residents of the Gaza Strip, and
for Gazans, especially the wounded and sick, to be able to leave the Gaza Strip and return. He
claimed they were facing a negotiation process in which they would be "positive and very
flexible," but in a way which would not harm the Palestinian's most important interests.
Egypt, Qatar and the United States would be responsible for implementing the agreement.
Regarding their position on the buffer zones that Israel is establishing within the borders of
the Gaza Strip, he said that they would not allow such an "occupation" to continue (al-Arabi

TV YouTube channel, January 29, 2024).

The Gaza Strip

Palestinian casualties

»The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as of 12:30 p.m.,
January 30, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 26,751 and the
number of wounded at 63,636 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 30, 2024).
»Tarek al-Saafin, director of the laboratories and blood bank of the Hamas-controlled
ministry of health in Gaza, reported a substantial shortage of blood units due to the high
volume of casualties, as well as a lack of equipment for performing tests and collecting blood
(ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 29, 2024). Dr. Ashraf al-Qidra,
spokesman for the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported on the
difficult situation at Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis. He claimed there were 150 medical staff
members, 450 patients, and 3,000 displaced persons staying in the compound who were
exposed to attacks from the IDF forces surrounding the site. He reiterated yet again that the
hospital's generators were expected to stop working in about two days because the fuel
supply was running out. He also reported a shortage of food for those staying in the hospital
compound, adding that waste was piling up because the IDF forces would not allow it to be
removed (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 30, 2024).

»Muhammad Nizal, a member of the Hamas political bureau, claimed Hamas did not
publish the number of its dead operatives for security reasons, because the publication of the

numbers required the publication of their names and photos, and then [allegedly] "the IDF

033-24



will punish and kill their families." He claimed that the IDF spokesperson's statement
regarding the [number of the] dead was psychological warfare to raise morale in Israel, but
the IDF spokesperson had not presented evidence. That, he claimed, was in contrast to Abu
Obeida [spokesman for Hamas' military wing], whose statements about IDF casualties were
accompanied by videos to document them (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, January

30, 2024).

The situation in the Gaza Strip
»After the IDF issued notices to the residents of western Gaza City to evacuate, and after IDF
tanks began to be positioned at the site, many residents began to evacuate from the west of

the city and Shifa Hospital towards the east of the city (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January

29, 2024).

Residents evacuate from the west of Gaza City towards the east
(al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 29, 2024)

»Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas member, held a press conference in Beirut where he said
the humanitarian situation in Gaza was deteriorating every day, more than 90% of the
residents had been displaced from their homes, and there was an "unprecedented increase"
in the number of dead, wounded and missing, most of them [allegedly] women and children.
He claimed Israel was carrying out [alleged] "massacres" in the Khan Yunis district,
systematically repeating the [alleged] "horrible crimes" it committed in Gaza and the northern
Gaza Strip, through indiscriminate attacks to force the people to leave their homes, and sniper
fire or UAV attacks they did leave their homes. He claimed that the "massacres" took place 48
hours after the International Court of Justice had issued a decision requiring Israel to take
measures to avoid continuing to commit [alleged] "genocidal crimes " against the
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. He also claimed there were more than 7,000 wounded in the

Gaza Strip who need to go abroad for treatment, however, Israel set conditions and prevented
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them from leaving through "the crossings" (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, January

29, 2024).

Aid for the Gaza Strip

The delivery of humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing (right) and the
Kerem Shalom Crossing (left) (Wafa YouTube channel, January 29, 2024)

UNRWA

»The serious accusations against UNRWA regarding the involvement of the agency's
employees in the events of October 7, continue to be discussed:
+ UNRWA announced that as long as the agency's funding was not renewed, they would
not be able to continue operating in the Gaza Strip and the region beyond the end of
February (Reuters, January 29, 2024).
+ The European Union decided to reexamine the upcoming funding decisions for
UNRWA and called on the agency to immediately examine all its employees to confirm
they had not participated in the attacks (EU website, January 29, 2024).
+ Antonio Guterres, the UN secretary general, met with the head of the UN Office of
Internal Oversight Services to ensure that the ongoing investigation against the agency
employees would be carried out rapidly and with maximum efficiency. He is also
scheduled a meeting of UNRWA's donor states (Reuters, January 29, 2024).
+ Abdullah Il, King of Jordan, spoke with Antonio Guterres and noted the need for the
international community to continue supporting UNRWA and an immediate ceasefire in
the Gaza Strip. Abdullah also emphasized the importance of the UN's role in providing
humanitarian aid (Petra, January 29, 2024).
+ The Saudi Arabian foreign ministry called on all UNRWA donors to fulfill their role in
humanitarian support for the residents of the Gaza Strip and noted the importance of
continuing the agency's activities and, at the same time, the importance of continuing

to investigate the issue (Saudi Arabian foreign ministry X account, January 29, 2024).
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+ Abdullah Bou Habib, the Lebanese foreign minister, met with Lisa Johnson, the
American ambassador to Lebanon. He called stopping aid to UNRWA "a historic
mistake" that would deny the Palestinian refugees any hope for life and a future. He
noted that the issue was considered a threat to regional security as well as to the
security of both the donor and host countries (al-Nashra, January 29, 2024).

+ Isma'il Haniyeh condemned the positions and decisions of the United States and
several Western countries towards UNRWA and the suspension of their financial
"obligations" to the agency. He claimed the decisions were clearly in violation of the
International Court of Justice's most recent ruling, which called for increased aid to the
Gaza Strip, and that the decisions indicated a systematic policy to support Israel
through the [alleged] "starvation and siege" of the Palestinians. He claimed the reasons
given by the countries for the suspension of donations were flimsy and not based on
evidence other than the [allegedly] unfounded claims and propaganda provided by
Israel, whose purpose was to pressure the UN and punish it for the reports submitted to
the Court on the effects of the [alleged] "brutal aggression against the Palestinians,"
and for the statements of the UN secretary general on which the International Court
based its decision (Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria January 30, 2024).
+ Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas member, held a press conference where he stated
that the UNRWA management's decision to dismiss a number of employees based on
Israeli claims for their participation in the October 7, 2023, attack, without investigation
or verification, was a "reprehensible, unprofessional step" which skewed the agency's
compass from its basic mission, which is to protect the Palestinian refugees and provide
them with assistance, and not to adopt Israel's narrative. Hamdan strongly condemned
the statement of the UNRWA commissioner general, who described the Palestinian
"resistance" as terrorism or heinous acts, adding that it was more appropriate that he
and the UNRWA administration condemn Israel's [alleged] acts of "aggression" against
the agency's offices and facilities. He claimed that to "finish choking" the Palestinian
people, especially in the Gaza Strip, nine countries, led by the United States, announced
the suspension of their funding to UNRWA and thus were complicit in the collective
punishment of the Palestinians and actual complicit in the [alleged] war of
"extermination" against them (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, January 29,

2024).

033-24



12

Hamas-Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine meeting
»A Hamas delegation visited the headquarters of the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) in Beirut and met with the organization's representatives. Both sides said
that before a hostage deal took place, the "aggression" had to stop and the deal would be
based on "everyone in return for everyone." They welcomed the decision of the International
Court of Justice and called on the international community to force Israel to implement it.
During the meeting, the importance of Palestinian unity was stated through the creation of a
unified national leadership and the establishment of a national consensus government to

oversee the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip (Hamas Telegram channel, January 29, 2024).

The Northern Arena

Hezbollah attacks

»During the past day, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for carrying out eight attacks,
launching anti-tank missiles and rockets, Burkan heavy rockets (with a warhead weighing 300-
500 kg) and Falaq 1 rockets (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, January 29,
2024).

»In response, Israel Air Force fighter jets attacked Hezbollah terrorist targets in Markaba, al-
Taybeh and Maroun al-Ras, destroying terrorist infrastructure and a surveillance post.
Another attack destroyed two military buildings in which Hezbollah operatives were present
in the Yaroun area. IDF forces also attacked a launching post from which rockets were fired

into Israeli territory (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024).

Attacks on Hezbollah surveillance posts (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024)
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Attack on Hezbollah military buildings in Yaroun (IDF spokesperson, January 29, 2024)

Results of the Israeli Air Force airstrikes in Yaroun (Bint Jbeil X account, January 29, 2024)
Hezbollah fatalities
»Hezbollah reported the deaths of two operatives from south Lebanon (Hezbollah's combat
information Telegram channel, January 29, 2024).
# Hussein Fadel Awada, aka Abu Zaynab, born in 1998, from Aitaroun, a resident of
Haruf.

# Hussein Khalil Hashem, aka Sajed, born in 1996, from Shebaa.

Hezbollah fatalities (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, January 29, 2024)
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New weapons introduced into the campaign
» The Hezbollah-affiliated al-Ahed news website published an article explaining why the

organization recently revealed several high-quality weapons in its possession, including a
missile launched with a bow and homing in on the target using a camera installed in its head,
and a heavy Falaqg 1 rocket. According to the article, by revealing them, Hezbollah is trying to
deter Israel with high-quality tactical weapons, without using strategic deterrence weapons,
knowing that the use of such weapons will almost certainly lead to a widespread conflict and
an open war. The article also claimed that if Israel thinks that "aggression" will extricate it
from the difficult situation imposed on it by Hezbollah on the northern front, all the
capabilities recently revealed would necessarily be accompanied by infiltration operations by
elements in the “resistance,” Radwan Force operatives in particular (al-Ahed, January 29,

2024).

The Lebanese government

»"Diplomatic sources" reported that the United States had learned through communication
channels with Lebanon that Hezbollah had decided to "suspend" Najib Mikati, Lebanon’s
interim prime minister, and Nabih Berri, the parliament speaker, from conducting
negotiations regarding the land border with Israel, and that it was not known which channel
of communication was currently in use between Hezbollah and the United States (Nidaa al-
Watan, January 30, 2024)

»Hezbollah denied the report, saying that the statements were "fabricated and offensive."
According to Hezbollah, indirect negotiations were solely in the hands of the Lebanese
government, and therefore the content of the statements was completely false (Hezbollah's

combat information Telegram channel, January 30, 2024).

Judea and Samaria

»The day after the attack in Haifa, Hamas issued a statement praising the "heroic operation"
carried out by a resident of Tamra "inside the occupied country" near an army base in Haifa.
According to Hamas, the operation was carried out as part of Operation al-Agsa Flood (Hamas

Telegram channel, January 30, 2024).
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Counterterrorism activities
»Before dawn on January 30, 2024, Israeli security forces operated at Ibn Sina Hospital in
Jenin. The forces killed three wanted senior operatives who were hiding there and planning
to carry out attacks against Israel in the immediate future. The wanted terrorists were (Israeli
Security Agency and Israel Police spokespersons, January 30, 2024):
¢+ Muhammad Walid Jalamneh: 27 years old, an operative of Hamas' military wing, who
was recently promoting terrorist activity and hid in the hospital. He was in possession
of a pistol, which was seized by the Israeli forces. He had spent some time in the Jenin
refugee camp and maintained contact with Hamas headquarters abroad. In the past,
he had been wounded while preparing to carry out a car bomb attack. Jalamneh also
delivered weapons to operatives intended for shooting attacks and planned a raid
inspired by the terrorist attack and massacre on October 7, 2023.
¢ Muhammad al-Ghazawi: Resident of the Jenin refugee camp, senior PIJ operative in
the Jenin Battalion. One of the founders of the battalion, he was involved in carrying
out several shooting attacks against IDF forces.
+ Basel al-Ghazawi: brother of Muhammad al-Ghazawi. PIJ military wing operative,
involved in terrorist activities in the Jenin area.
»According to security camera video and Palestinian reports, the Israeli special force entered
the area disguised as doctors, nurses and Palestinian women. They went up to the third floor
where the three wanted men were staying and killed them with pistols equipped with

silencers (Shehab X account, Israeli media, January 30, 2024).
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Right: Hamas announcement of the deaths of the three (Hamas Telegram channel, January 30,
2024). Left: The funeral of brothers Muhammad and Basel al-Ghazawi in Jenin, their bodies
draped in P1J flags (Shehab X account, January 30, 2024)

»Following their deaths, it was reported that a strike and a general mobilization had been
declared in Jenin (Wafa, January 30, 2024).

» The PA foreign ministry strongly condemned the "war" waged by the Israeli security forces
against the Palestinians, including the "heinous crime" at Ibn Sina Hospital in Jenin. The
ministry called on the Security Council to take responsibility for obligating Israel to implement
the International Court of Justice decision (PA foreign ministry X account, January 30, 2024).

» Mei al-Kayla, PA minister of health, condemned the incident and called on the UN,
international institutions and human rights organizations to put an end to the series of "daily
crimes" committed by Israel and provide the necessary protection for treatment centers and
medical teams (Wafa, January 30, 2024).

» Hamas issued a statement saying that the "occupation forces" had executed three civilians
inside Ibn Sina Hospital in Jenin and that one of the "murdered" belonged to the movement's
military wing. Hamas stressed that it was a "war crime" for all intents and purposes and a
continuation of "Israel's crimes" against the Palestinians, adding that it would not go
unanswered (Hamas Telegram channel, January 29, 2024).

» The P1J said two of the victims belonged to the organization's Jenin Battalion and were in
the hospital for treatment, claiming it was a new violation of international law. According to
the statement, they would not let that "crime" pass without an appropriate response (PIJ

Telegram channel, January 29, 2024).
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»The Israeli security forces also operated in the Nur al-Shams and Tulkarm refugee camps in
eastern Tulkarm, exposing IEDs planted on the sides of the roads (IDF spokesperson's

Telegram channel, January 30, 2024).

Right: Israeli security forces entering the Tulkarm refugee camp. Left: Tulkarm refugee camp
after the security forces' activity there (QudsN X account, January 29 and 30, 2024)

Palestinian Authority (PA)

» Muhammad Shtayyeh, PA prime minister, announced at the weekly cabinet meeting that
following Mahmoud Abbas' instructions, he would launch a new reform which would include
the reorganization of security bodies and government ministries, including new
appointments. Shtayyeh said structural changes would be made in broad areas of the
government, including the judicial system, the economy, health and education. He added that
the objective of the reform was to overhaul the Palestinian government to improve its image
in the eyes of the world and to stop the "Israeli crimes" against the Palestinian people in the
Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria (Wafa, January 29, 2024).

»Inthe ITIC's assessment, it was a publicannouncement intended to placate the United States
and Western countries because of their demand that the PA promote such a move. Itis a very
complex process and is expected to take a long time. More than six months have passed since
Mahmoud Abbas dismissed the PA district governors and no new governors have yet been

appointed.

lran

»In a communiqué to the president of the UN Security Council, Saeed Iravani, Iran's
permanent ambassador to the UN, rejected the claims about Iran's involvement in

operations against American bases in Iraq and Syria. He claimed that no group connected to
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the Iranian armed forces, whether in Iraq, Syria or anywhere else in the region, was under
Iran's command or acting on its behalf. Therefore, Iran bore no responsibility for the actions
of any person or group in the region (IRNA, January 30, 2024).

» Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, wrote that the White House was fully
aware that the solution to ending the war, the [alleged] "genocide" in the Gaza Strip and the
current crisis in the region was political. He added that diplomacy was active in that direction
and that Prime Minister Netanyahu was at the end of his political career (Iranian foreign
minister’s X account, January 30, 2024).

» Esmaeil Khatib, Iranian minister of intelligence, told a conference in Tehran that the
actions of Ansarullah [the Houthis in Yemen] and the "resistance" in the region showed the
Muslims' determination and readiness for jihad. He compared the activity of the "resistance"
to the wars waged by the Prophet Muhammad against his infidel enemies. Referring to the
targeted killings of Iranian "military advisors" in Syria, Khatib said the "resistance" in the
region was acting against the "aggressive presence of the United States" in accordance with

its decisions and policy and would take any action it saw fit (IRNA, January 29, 2024).
Pro-Iranian militias

Iraq

» The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for a drone attack on "a Zionist military
target in our occupied lands in Palestine" on the morning of January 29, 2024 (Islamic
Resistance in Iraq Telegram channel, January 29, 2024). No attack was identified in Israeli
territory.

»According to a "senior American official," the al-Shadadi base in southeastern Syria was
attacked (X account of Lara Seligman, reporter for Politico, January 29, 2024). Saberin News,
a Telegram channel affiliated with the pro-Iranian militias in Iraq, also reported that the al-
Shadadi base had been attacked with rockets (Saberin News Telegram channel, January 29,
2024).

»The pro-Iranian Iraqgi Nujaba militia issued a statement saying that the United States had to
know that it would not dissuade them from achieving their goal and that its soldiers would
leave their lands. The statement added that the United States disrespected the region to such
an extent that "its president does not know where his soldiers were, in Syria or Jordan," that
the United States had to know that the balance of deterrence was in the hands of the

“resistance fighters” who mocked its threats and that the "resistance" was not a temporary
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activity but a firm belief that was not deterred by threats (Saberin News Telegram channel,

January 29, 2024).

Yemen

» The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) said that on January 29, 2024, at
3:35 p.m. (Sana’a time), three small vessels approached a container ship sailing in the Bab al-
Mandeb area, one of them equipped with a machine gun. The security crew on board the
container ship fired a warning shot, the vessels left the area, and the container ship continued

on its way (UKMTO X account, January 30, 2024).

The Arab Arena

Egypt

» Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi spoke with UN Secretary-General Antodnio
Guterres to discuss the latest developments in the Middle East and Egyptian efforts to bring
about a ceasefire and a hostage deal. El-Sisi praised the role played by the UN in achieving a
ceasefire and stressed the importance of UNRWA in providing support and assistance to the
residents of Gaza. Guterres thanked el-Sisi for Egypt's vital role in promoting calm (Egyptian
president's website, January 29, 2024).

» Abdel Fattah el-Sisi spoke with King Abdullah Il of Jordan and discussed the ongoing
efforts to calm the situation in the Gaza Strip and the efforts to provide urgent humanitarian
aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip. El-Sisi confirmed Egypt's full support for Jordan and its

desire for security and stability (al-Qahera, January 29, 2024).

Qatar

»American Secretary of State Antony Blinken met in Washington with Qatari Prime
Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman to discuss the latest developments in the Gaza Strip
and the need to find an urgent permanent solution to the Palestinian issue. Abdulrahman
condemned the attack on the American base in Jordan (Qatari foreign ministry X account,

January 29, 2024).
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The International Arena

The International Criminal Court (ICC)

»In an interview given by Karim Khan, chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court
(ICC), he noted that the ICC in The Hague had carried out a preliminary investigation into the
eventsin the Gaza Strip and the ICC had the jurisdiction to hear the issue of the Gaza Strip and
had an obligation to investigate the matter. He said the ICC's activity on the issue would be

accelerated (al-Hadath, January 29, 2024).

Sanctions imposed on Iranian officials

» The United States and Britain, acting at the same time, imposed sanctions on a number of
Iranian officials involved in assassination and abduction attempts of Iranian journalists,
dissidents, and opposition activists on British and American soil and in other countries, on the
orders of the Iranian regime. It was also reported that the Iranian officials were members of
Unit 840 (United States Department of the Treasury website, January 29, 2024). Itis an Iranian
operational unit responsible, among other things, for planning and establishing terror

infrastructure outside Iran against Western targets and opposition elements.

United States

»In response to Qatari Prime Minister Abdulrahman's statement that the American response
to the attack on its base would affect the agreement between Israel and Hamas, White House
spokesperson John Kirby said that their response would not affect the efforts to release the
hostages from the Gaza Strip. He also said that the United States was not looking for
escalation or war with Iran. Regarding the hostage deal, Kirby said a lot of work was still
needed. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the American response to the attack could
be in several levels and stages and could continue over time. Regarding the hostage deal,
Blinken said the proposal currently on the table was strong and convincing and that the

countries involved in the issue agreed on it (Reuters, January 29, 2024).

Germany

» German Chancellor Olaf Scholz spoke with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. The
German government spokesman said the chancellor and the Egyptian president had agreed
that there was an urgent need to significantly improve access of humanitarian aid to the Gaza

Strip (Reuters, January 29, 2024).
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Overview:

»The southern arena: Over the past day the activity of the IDF forces continued focusing on

Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip, with additional activity in the northern Gaza Strip. In
western Khan Yunis a military building used by a Hamas terrorist squad to ambush IDF forces
was attacked. The fighters also raided a Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PlJ) site for the
manufacture of weapons, locating and destroying a lathe for the manufacture of rockets and
long-range rockets.

»According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli
civilians and security personnel have been killed, 560 of them soldiers and officers; 132
civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the
Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned to Israel.

»Negotiations for a hostage deal: Senior Hamas members reported that they had received
the document formulated at the Paris summit for a three-phase hostage deal, during which

the military operations of both sides would cease. Senior Hamas members stated they were

! Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as
its other publications.
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checking the details of the proposal and claimed Hamas represented all the "organizations"
in the Gaza Strip. Senior PIJ members said they had not received the document.

» UNRWA: Dealing with the claims against UNRWA continues. Sweden announced that it
would stop funding the agency. The UN secretary general has been appealing to the donor
countries to restore their funding for the agency.

» The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for five attacks. Senior Hezbollah

members continue threatening Israel with escalating their attacks and claim they are
prepared for any eventuality. Three rockets were launched at Israel from Syria, falling in open
areas. In response, the Israeli Air Force attacked targets near Daraa in southern Syria.

»Judea and Samaria: The IDF forces continued their counterterrorism activities. Palestinian
Authority (PA) Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh met with European ambassadors and
consuls. He stated they had not left the Strip since the establishment of the PA. The PA foreign
ministry issued an announcement stating that all the details of any idea or initiative regarding
the future of Gaza had to be shared with and approved by the PA.

»The pro-Iranian militias: The secretary general of the Hezbollah Brigades in Irag announced

the suspension of the militia's military and security operations against the American Army.
The advisor to the Iraqgi Prime Minister for foreign relations said that the decision of the
Hezbollah brigades was the result of the Iragi prime minister's efforts to stop the escalation.

The Houthis in Yemen reported they had attacked an American destroyer.

The Southern Arena

»Palestinian media reported more than a hundred dead and 250 wounded in IDF attacks in
the Gaza Strip over the past day. In the northern Gaza Strip, airstrikes and artillery fire attacks
were reported against al-Awda Hospital. In Gaza City, an attack on a house in the Daraj
neighborhood and the demolition of residential complexes in the Tel al-Hawa neighborhood
were reported. In the central Gaza Strip, IDF attacks were reported in Deir al-Balah and the
al-Bureij and al-Nuseirat refugee camps. In Khan Yunis, attacks were reported in the center
and west of the city. It was also reported that IDF armored vehicles had withdrawn from the
area of al-Amal Hospital after destroying its walls, and that shooting continued near the
hospital. In Rafah, it was reported that an outpost was attacked near the Dhu al-Nourin
Mosque and an attack on "agricultural land" in the border area with Egypt (Ma'an, January 31,

2024, Palinfo, January 31, 2024).
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»The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued their activity in the Khan Yunis area. In the
west of the city, directed by the forces on the ground, an attack was carried out from the air
on a military structure used by a Hamas terrorist squad to ambush IDF forces. During the
operation in west Khan Yunis, the fighters raided a PIJ site for the manufacture of weapons.
They located and destroyed a lathe for the manufacture of rockets and found long-range
rockets, anti-tank missiles, and mines and IEDs hidden in UNRWA sacks (IDF spokesperson,

January 31, 2023).

Some of the weapons found by IDF forces (IDF spokesperson, January 31, 2024)

»Hasham Zaqout, a correspondent for al-Jazeera TV in Rafah, reported the IDF was
focusing its activities in Khan Yunis on the al-Manara and al-Katiba neighborhoods, the
western areas and the center of the city. The IDF also attacked houses near al-Amal Hospital,
and the area around Nasser Hospital is also subject to sporadic attacks (al-Jazeera YouTube

channel, January 31, 2024).

IDF attack on the center of Khan Yunis center on the morning of January 31
(Shehab X account, January 31, 2024)

»The northern Gaza Strip: During the past day IDF forces fought with armed terrorist squads.
In a raid carried out by the fighters on a terrorist facility located inside a school, about ten PI1J

operatives who hid in the school were detained. The fighters located and destroyed five
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rockets ready for launching. In an activity near the al-Shati refugee camp, the fighters
searched military buildings and found large quantities of weapons, documents and military

equipment belonging to Hamas (IDF spokesperson, January 31, 2024).

Right: Attack on a Hamas weapons warehouse. Left: An attack on Hamas terrorists
(IDF spokesperson, January 31, 2024)

Palestinian perspective on the fighting

»Ali Barakeh, head of Hamas' "external" national relations department, claimed the
reports about Hamas losses in the Gaza Strip were "empty talk" by the Israeli media in an
attempt to raise Israeli morale. He claimed the "resistance" [terrorist organizations] was
fighting with all its might and inflicting heavy losses on Israel in terms of lives and equipment,

adding that the "resistance" [terrorist operatives] had destroyed more than 1,400 Israeli
armored vehicles. In response to Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, quoted in the
Jerusalem Post, who stated that about a quarter of Hamas' fighters had been killed, and to
estimates in the newspaper stating that between 48%-60% of Hamas operatives had lost the
ability to fight, he said that that would mean Hamas had surrendered and the statements did
not deserve a response. He claimed that since the beginning of the ground campaign they had
not been particularly worried because before that Israel used modern aircraft, such as F-15s
and F-16s,and Hamas did not have an anti-aircraft system it could use against them, but when
Israel began fighting on the ground they inflicted heavy losses and "perhaps more than 5,000"
soldiers had been killed (Arab World Press, January 30, 2024). Note: Barakeh's numbers

regarding the "destroyed" IDF armored vehicles and the extent of IDF casualties are far-

fetched and baseless.

Israeli casualties
»According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli

people have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 560 of them are soldiers and
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officers (223 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 132 civilian
and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip;

121 hostages have been returned.

The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement
»An unnamed "senior Hamas member" said that the ceasefire proposal drawn up at the Paris
summit consisted of three phases, during which military operations would cease on both
sides. He said that the first phase would be the release of women, children, the elderly and the
sick, the second phase would be the release of all male and female soldiers, and the third
phase would be the transfer of dead bodies (Reuters, January 30, 2024).
»The Hezbollah-affiliated Lebanese al-Akhbar published an article detailing the general
framework of the agreement document which was approved in Paris and sent to the
Palestinian "organizations" (al-Akhbar, January 31, 2024). According to the newspaper:
+ The parties agree to release all Israeli hostages, civilians, soldiers and bodies, and a
large number of Palestinian prisoners and detainees will be released from Israeli
prisons. In addition, the residents of the Gaza Strip will be allowed to move without
restriction and international organizations will be allowed to enter the Gaza Strip.
+ The deal will be carried out in three phases: in the first, about 40 adult hostages,
women and children will be released and in return Israel will release the Palestinians it
detained after October 7,2023, sick women and children. Later there will be a discussion
to determine aformula of 100 Palestinian prisoners in exchange for each Israeli hostage.
+ A six-week truce will begin during which it will be possible for the Palestinian
organizations to collect the hostages who are being held by several "organizations" and
in different locations. During this period all military operations will cease, as well as
intelligence gathering except in areas where IDF forces are stationed.
# In the second phase, female soldiers will be released, and Israel demands that this
phase include the soldiers and in return it will release a large number of Palestinian
prisoners.
+ Asecond six-week truce will begin, during which it will be possible for the Palestinian
organizations to collect the Israeli hostages who were killed and a phase of transferring
bodies will begin, during which Israel will release most of the Palestinian detainees it

holds.
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»Al-Akhbar reported that accepting the document would not be easy and that the final
position depended on consultations related to the fact that the "resistance" did not believe it
would be forced to lose the hostages, who were its trump card, without receiving guarantees
that the war would not be renewed. It was also reported that Abbas Kamal, head of Egyptian
General Intelligence, had contacted the heads of the "organizations" and invited them to
Egypt to discuss the issue (al-Akhbar, January 31, 2024).

»Muhammad Nizal, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said they had received the
document. He said the framework of the agreement was based on phases and left the details
and mechanisms to negotiations that were supposed to begin once the framework had been
approved. He said a Hamas delegation would go to Egypt to discuss the document. He added
that the document consisted of several phases, during which the military operations on both
sides would cease and negotiations would be conducted regarding releases on both sides,
which would include numbers, the release mechanism and all other details. Throughout, it
would be possible to deliver aid to the Gaza Strip, and the movement of Palestinians from and
to the Gaza Strip, especially the wounded and sick, would be possible. He said that the main
point to be negotiated was the ceasefire, which had to be made permanent (al-Jazeera
Mubasher, January 31, 2024).

»On another occasion, Nizal said that the proposal consisted of phases, each of which was
conditioned on the implementation of the preceding one so that it would be possible to
evaluate each one separately. Regarding the question of how many prisoners Israel offered to
release in exchange for each hostage, he said it was still too early to talk about numbers, and
that the talks were now about criteria and ideas. He stated they were determined to release
thousands of Palestinian prisoners. He also stated that all negotiations would be conducted
in agreement and coordination with the PIJ and the other [terrorist] organizations, and that
Hamas represented the "Palestinian resistance” as a whole. He added that the
"organizations" had met in Beirut at the end of December 2023, agreed on the concept of the
negotiations and authorized Hamas to negotiate on their behalf (al-Arabi TV YouTube
channel, January 30, 2024).

»In response to the United States government's initiatives to reach a hostage deal, Ziyad al-
Nakhalah, P1J secretary general, claimed the organization would not be part of any
agreement which did not include a comprehensive ceasefire, the withdrawal of IDF forces,

and the guarantee of the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip and a clear political solution that

035-24



would guarantee the rights of the Palestinian people (PIJ media information bureau
Telegram, January 30, 2024).

»Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PlJ secretary general, claimed it was an agreement for a
"framework," that is, general ideas, and so far, no specific issues had been formulated. He
noted that the agreement allowed the mediators to begin taking action and they expected
that to happen in the coming days, after which they would be informed of the details. He
claimed that, in any case, the PIJ's position had been recorded in written form, was a joint
position with Hamas and had been delivered to Egypt. He claimed that while they said that
they were open to discussing any idea for ending the "aggression" and a hostage deal, the
agreement had to include the principles agreed on by Hamas, the PIJ and the "resistance,"
that s, the cessation of "aggression," a total withdrawal of IDF forces and a guarantee for the
reconstruction of the Gaza Strip. He stressed that those who would ultimately set the terms
would be those holding the cards, i.e. the hostages, for control in the field, and the regional
tension card, which the United States did not want, and Israel could not handle. He added
that on issues related to the exchange deal, such as division into groups, they were flexible,
but they were not flexible on the principle of ceasing aggression and reconstructing the Strip.
Regarding the guarantees they demanded, he said they insisted on maintaining their strength
and retaining their weapons, because that was the basic guarantee, and they also demanded
guarantees that the agreement be an international agreement, that is, a guarantee from the
United Nations, and other countries (al-Arabi TV YouTube channel, January 30, 2024).

»Ali Abu Shahin, a member of the P1J's political bureau, said that unlike Hamas, they had
not been informed about the document drawn up in Paris and had not received it, and he
could not comment on something he had not officially received. He pointed out that they had
already said that they were open and ready to hear any proposal that led to a total ceasefire,
to the end of the war. He pointed out that regardless of the document, which was being talked
about as if it contained a "miracle solution," all they heard from the media was that the
document focused on the return of the Israeli hostages. He said that if that was the case, it did
not bode well. He added that they had not heard a response to their demands, which were the
demands of the "Palestinian people,” and included a comprehensive ceasefire, the
withdrawal of IDF forces from the Gaza Strip, and a regional and international commitment to
the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip. He claimed it was not just an exchange deal, but a

comprehensive political solution to the ongoing campaign. He said the PIJ's participation in
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any new understandings or initiatives was conditional on a clear guarantee of a

comprehensive ceasefire (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, January 30, 2024).

The Gaza Strip

Palestinian casualties
»The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as of 11:42 a.m.,
January 31, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 26,900 and the

number of wounded at 65,949 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 31, 2024).

The situation in the Gaza Strip

»According to reports, the movement of Palestinian residents towards the "humanitarian
crossing” has decreased in recent days, and many residents preferred to stay in west Khan
Yunis and find shelter in Nasser and al-Amal Hospitals (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January

31,2024).

UNRWA

» The Swedish government announced that it had suspended funding to UNRWA and noted
that the money would be transferred to other humanitarian organizations. Sweden joined
other countries which have suspending funding UNRWA, such as France, the United States,
Germany and Canada (Reuters, January 30, 2024). In a meeting behind closed doors with 35
ambassadors from donor countries and the European Union, UN Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres appealed to them to resume funding the agency. He briefed the ambassadors on
the actions he had taken following the accusations that UNRWA employees had been actively
involved in the October 7, 2023, terrorist attack and massacre (The Washington Post, January
31,2024).

»Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said that if there were accusations that UNRWA
employees had been involved in the war between Hamas and Israel, they had to be dealt with.
However, he said, the collective punishment of UNRWA employees was the wrong decision
(Sputnik, January 30, 2024).

The issue of "the day after"

»According to an article in the Hezbollah-affiliated daily al-Akhbar, Egypt has begun extensive

consultations with regional elements, headed by Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Jordan, regarding
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the post-ceasefire phase. It was also reported that although Egypt did not yet have a
comprehensive vision, it had begun formulating a proposal regarding a comprehensive
Palestinian government that would be responsible for negotiations with the international

community (al-Akhbar, January 31, 2024).

The Northern Arena

Hezbollah attacks

»During the past day, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for five attacks, launching anti-tank
missiles and rockets, as well as Burkan rockets (with a warhead weighing 300-500 kg)
(Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, January 30-31, 2024).

»In response, IDF fighter jets attacked Hezbollah targets, including an operational
headquarters and a surveillance post in the al-Khayyam area, a surveillance post and a
military building in the Ayta al-Sha’ab and Muhaibeb area (IDF spokesperson, January 30,
2024).

Israeli Air Force airstrikes in al-Khayyam (Ali Shoeib's X account, January 30, 2024)

Statements by senior Hezbollah leaders

»During a memorial ceremony for one of Hezbollah's operatives, Hashem Safi al-Din,
chairman of Hezbollah's Executive Council, said they were fully prepared and that threats
did not frighten them. He noted that the “resistance” in the south had new weapons, and that
the Israelis should understand that it was only part of what they had. He appealed to Israel
and said that if it made a mistake, their response would be faster and stronger than anyone

could imagine, and that Israel would not achieve its goals (Radio al-Nur, January 30, 2024).
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»Nabil Qaouq, a member of Hezbollah's Central Council, said the “resistance” had
escalated its “high-quality activities” in response to the Israeli "escalation" and Israel had to
know that they had prepared for all the possibilities of war and escalation in quantity and
quality. He added that the “resistance” in Lebanon would continue its activity as long as the
“aggression” against the Gaza Strip continued, and that despite all the pressure, their position

was firm and would not change (al-Ahed, January 31, 2024).

The Lebanese government

» Najib Mikati, prime minister of Lebanon's interim government, met in his office with
UNIFIL Commander Aroldo Lazaro to discuss the security situation on the border with Israel.
They discussed ways to implement Resolution 1701 and the coordination between UNIFIL and
the Lebanese army (Lebanese government X account, January 30, 2024).

»Nabih Berri, Lebanese parliament speaker, met with the ambassadors of the United
States, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Egypt. At the end of the meeting, he said their position

was united and that the meeting was useful and promising (NBN Network, January 30, 2024).

Syria

»On the evening of January 30, 2024, three rockets were fired at Israel from Syrian territory.
The rockets fell in open areas near Ein Gev and Kfar Haruv. The IDF responded with artillery
fire at the sources of fire. Later, fighter jets attacked military infrastructure in the area of the
city of Daraa in southern Syria (IDF spokesperson, January 31, 2024).

»The Israeli airstrikes were reportedly carried out against two military targets: Tall al-Jumou’,
about 25 kilometers northeast of the Syria-Jordan-Israel tri-border area, and another target
near the village of Nafa'ah, about 14 kilometers northeast of the tri-border area, in the rural
area of Daraa. No casualties were reported (Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, January 30,

2024).

Judea and Samaria

Counterterrorism activities

»Israeli security forces operated in Judea and Samaria during the night, detaining 14 wanted
Palestinians and seizing large quantities of weapons. In the Qalandia refugee camp, north of

Jerusalem, the fighters located and seized weapons. Another weapon was found in the village
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of ‘Anata. During the forces' activity in Nablus, an improvised Carlo machine gun was found
and seized (IDF spokesperson, January 31, 2024).

» Since the beginning of the war, some 2,990 wanted Palestinians have been detained
throughout Judea and Samaria, over 1,350 of them affiliated with Hamas (IDF spokesperson,

January 31,2024).

Palestinian Authority (PA)

» Muhammad Shtayyeh, PA prime minister, met in Ramallah with ambassadors and consuls
of European countries. Also present at the meeting was Riyadh al-Maliki, PA foreign
minister. Shtayyeh called for an end to the “aggression” in the Gaza Strip and asked them to
exert pressure on Israel to open all the crossings for the delivery of humanitarian aid. He
expressed opposition to taking over territories in the Gaza Strip to establish buffer zones. He
also called on countries that had suspended their funding to UNRWA to reverse their decision,

and updated the participants on the new government reform plan (Wafa, January 30, 2024).

Shtayyeh meets with the diplomats (Wafa, January 30, 2024)

»Muhammad Shtayyeh commented on the IDF's activity at Ibn Sina Hospital in Jenin and the
activity at al-Shifaa Hospital in Gaza City, saying that Israel's feeling that it could escape
punishment encouraged it to continue committingits "crimes." He called on the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) to intervene urgently and decide to stop “the crimes of genocide” after
Israel had refused to implement the urgent steps it was obliged to take a few days ago (Wafa,
January 30, 2024).

» Mahmoud Abbas' office issued a statement expressing its appreciation for the positions of
countries around the world, including Germany, Britain, France and the United States, which
rejected Israeli attempts to renew settlement in the Gaza Strip. The statement stressed that
holding the conference to renew settlement in the Gaza Strip was a “blatant challenge” to the

decision of the ICJ (Wafa, January 30, 2024).
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» The PA foreign ministry issued a statement saying that any idea or initiative regarding the
future of the Gaza Strip had to be approved by the PA and all the details of the initiative shared.
According to the statement, it was an internal Palestinian matter and therefore the PA had the
right to determine the future of the Gaza Strip, not Israel. The ministry also warned about the
Israeli government's plans for the future of the Gaza Strip, noting they were ongoing attempts

to eliminate the Palestinians and their rights (PA foreign ministry X account, January 31,2024).

lran

» The British Guardian reported (January 30, 2024) that Iran had warned the United States
through intermediaries that if the United States attacked it directly in response to the attack
on the Syria-Jordan border, in which three American soldiers were killed, Iran would attack
American assets in the Middle East. Meanwhile, Iranian Ambassador to the UN Amir Saeed
Iravani declared that any attack on Iranian soil, against Iranian interests or on Iranian citizens
outside the country's borders would be met with a "decisive response." He denied reports of
messages exchanged between the United States and Iran over the past two days (IRNA,

January 31, 2024).
Pro-lranian militias

Iraqg

» The secretary-general of Kataib Hezbollah (Hezbollah Brigades) issued a statement
announcing the suspension of military and security operations against the United States Army
to "avoid embarrassment to the Iragi government." It was reported that they would continue
to defend their people in the Gaza Strip in other ways, and that they had instructed Kataib
Hezbollah fighters to take passive defense temporarily if there was an American act of
aggression against them. According to the statement, they had decided to support their
people in the Gaza Strip without any interference from others (Kataib Hezbollah Telegram
channel, January 30, 2024).

» Farhad Alaa al-Din, Iraqi prime minister’s advisor on foreign relations, said Kataib
Hezbollah’s decision to suspend their attacks against American forces had come after many

days of efforts by Iraqi Prime Minister Muhammad Shia’ al-Sudani to stop the escalation.
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He said all sides had to support the Iragi prime minister's efforts to prevent any escalation
(Reuters, January 31, 2024).

»A senior American Treasury Department official said the United States expected the Iraqi
government to share any information about the actions of pro-Iranian militias after the attack
in Jordan that killed American soldiers. It was also noted that the militias were using Iraqi
funds to carry out attacks and military operations, and they had to deal with that issue

immediately (Reuters, January 31, 2024).

Yemen

» The United States Army Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that on January 30, 2024, at
around 23:30 (Sana’a time), the Houthis had launched an anti-ship cruise missile from areas
under their control in Yemen towards the Red Sea. It was intercepted by the destroyer USS
Gravely, and no damage or casualties were reported (CENTCOM X account, January 31, 2024).
» Yahya Saria, spokesman for the Houthi armed forces, said they had fired several naval
missiles at the American destroyer USS Gravely in the Red Sea. He stressed that all American
and British warships in the Red and Arab Seas participating in the “aggression” against them
were in their forces' target bank (Yahya Saria's X account, January 30, 2024).

» Mohammad Ali al-Houthi, a member of the Houthi political bureau, said they had
received a message from the United States via Oman, threatening to open campaigns and use
fronts against them. He noted that any adventure or stupid act that included the
implementation of the American threat was doomed to failure (Mohammad Ali al-Houthi's X
account, January 30, 2024).

» Mohammad al-Bukhaiti, a member of the Houthi political bureau, addressed Britain and
the United States, saying that their war was moral, and therefore they should not waste their

time because the decision whether to stop military operations was not in Tehran, Moscow or

Beijing but in the Gaza Strip (Mohammed al-Bukhaiti's X account, January 31, 2024).

The Arab Arena

Jordan

» Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman al-Safadi spoke with Iraqgi Foreign Minister Fouad
Hussein and discussed the attack on the American base in Jordanian territory on January 27,
2024. They stressed that both countries and the region had to be distanced from military

threats (Iragi News Agency, January 30, 2024).
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» Ayman al-Safadi also spoke by phone with David Cameron, the British foreign secretary,
to discuss the situation in the Gaza Strip. He said the continued “aggression” against the Gaza
Strip and the worsening humanitarian situation were dangerous. He also said UNRWA should

continue to be supported (Jordanian foreign ministry X account, January 30, 2024).

Qatar

» Tamim bin Hamad, Emir of Qatar, spoke with Mahmoud Abbas, PA chairman, and
discussed regional and international efforts towards an immediate ceasefire and de-
escalation. The two stressed that humanitarian aid had to continue to enter the Gaza Strip to
achieve peace and stability in the region. Abbas updated bin Hamad on the latest
developments in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria and thanked Qatar for its support of the
Palestinian cause (Qatar News Agency, January 30, 2024).

» Mohammed bin Abdulrahman, Qatar's prime minister and foreign minister, met in
Washington with Jake Sullivan, the American national security advisor, and in a separate
meeting with senior Congressmen. During the meetings, the parties discussed the latest
developments in the Gaza Strip and the need to find a solution to the Palestinian issue and
continue to bring humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip. During the meeting with Sullivan, the
latter called for all efforts to pressure Hamas to immediately release all the hostages (Qatari
foreign ministry X account, January 31, 2024).

» Mohammed al-Khulaifi, minister of state in the Qatari foreign ministry, met in Doha with
the German envoy for hostage affairs and discussed the latest developments in the Gaza Strip.
Al-Khulaifi stressed that humanitarian aid had to continue to enter the Gaza Strip on an
ongoing basis and that regional and international efforts to reach an immediate ceasefire had
to be strengthened. The German envoy said Germany appreciated Qatar for its efforts

regarding the Palestinians (Qatari foreign ministry X account, January 30, 2024).

Iraq

»During a visit to Baghdad, Qods Force commander Esmail Qaani reportedly met with the
militia leaders and later with Iragi Prime Minister Muhammad Shia’ al-Sudani. It was also
reported that the meeting with al-Sudani had lasted four hours and that Qaani had conveyed
a message to the Americans that the Iranians were not aware of the militias' activity and that
if Iranian soil was attacked, they would respond by attacking American bases in Iraq (Iraq
Press X account, January 31, 2024). So far, the report has not been confirmed by any other

sources.
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Overview:

»The southern arena: Over the past day IDF activity focused mainly on west Khan Yunis in the

southern Gaza Strip. In the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City the forces continued activities
against squads of armed operatives.

»According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli
civilians and security personnel have been killed, 561 of them soldiers and officers; 132
civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the
Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned to Israel.

»Negotiations for a hostage deal: According to reports, the Palestinian organizations are

discussing the offer of the hostage deal submitted to them and have not yet formulated their
position. Senior Hamas members do not broadcast optimism and claim they have many
comments on the proposal. A senior Palestinian political commentator called on the

Palestinian organizations to reject the proposal as a "trap to prevent the historic Palestinian

! Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as
its other publications.
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victory." Hezbollah also sent a message, through commentator Ibrahim al-Amin, who warned
that Israel was trying to set a trap for Hamas with the hostage deal.

» The situation in the Gaza Strip: The Red Crescent issued an alert regarding the condition

of the two hospitals in Khan Yunis, claiming there was a shortage of food and medical
equipment. Josep Borrell, the EU foreign minister, called for UNRWA's activities not to be
"paralyzed."

»The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for seven attacks. In response, Air
Force planes attacked and artillery was fired at Hezbollah targets in south Lebanon. A
Hezbollah operative was reported killed in an airstrike.

»Judea and Samaria: The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities. A
vehicle ramming attack was carried out against an IDF force near Giv'at HaAvot in Kiryat Arba;
no casualties were reported. Mahmoud Abbas presented the proposed Palestinian Authority
(PA) reforms at a Fatah conference. Jordan is reportedly assisting the PA in the matter.

»lran: Given the threats issued by the United States to respond to the killing of the three
American soldiers in Jordan, the commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps'

stated Iran was not interested in war but was not afraid of it.

»The pro-lranian militias: The Islamic Resistance claimed responsibility for attacking Haifa
Port. In reality, no such event occurred. Apparently the Iragi prime minister managed to
convince the pro-Iranian militias not to take action against United States bases in Irag. The
Houthis continue attacking ships in the Red Sea. In response to the EU's intention to establish
a maritime defense force, the Houthis reiterated that any country that participated in attacks
on Yemen would become a "legitimate target."

» The United States: The commander of the American Army Central Command (CENTCOM)
arrived in Riadh and met with the chief of staff of the Saudi Arabian Army. The British minister
of defense visited the Pentagon and held several meetings with senior United States

government officials, including the United States secretary of defense.

The Southern Arena

»Palestinian media reported on a number of major fighting centers: the Beit Hanoun region of
the northern Gaza Strip; Israeli Air Force attacks in Gaza City; the al-Nuseirat and Deir al-
Balah refugee camps in the central Gaza Strip; heavy attacks in the western part of Khan

Yunis, especially the al-Amal neighborhood; and Israeli Air Force attacks along the Rafah-
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Egypt border in Rafah. They also reported dozens of dead and hundreds of wounded (Ma'an,
February 1,2024).

Al-Jazeera TV maps of the IDF's activity in the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City (right), and the
IDF ring enclosing Khan Yunis and the villages east of the city (left) (al-Jazeera YouTube channel,
January 31, 2024)

»The southern Gaza Strip: IDF forces continued fighting in the Khan Yunis region and are now
focusing on the west of the city. The forces killed several armed squads in close encounters
and with air support. During the fighting, the forces identified a long-range rocket launcher
and directed a fighter jet which attacked and destroyed the launcher (IDF spokesperson,
February 1, 2024).

Right: Detecting a long-range missile launcher in western Khan Yunis. Left: The launcher is
attacked and destroyed (IDF spokesperson, February 1, 2024)

»On the morning of February, 2024, the Palestinians reported IDF attacks in south Khan Yunis
and the removal of bodies from the western area of the city to Nasser Hospital after the IDF
forces withdrew somewhat from the area of the Khan Yunis refugee camp (Shehab X account,
February 1, 2024). The Palestinian Red Crescent reported that IDF forces had entered the al-
Amal Hospital complex in west Khan Yunis a third time. According to the Red Crescent, the
forces shot at the hospital buildings and at the surrounding area, and later left the scene

(Wafa, February 1, 2024).
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IDF attacks in southern Khan Yunis (QudsN X account, February 1, 2024)

»The central Gaza Strip: IDF fighters clashed with armed squads and killed dozens of
terrorists (IDF spokesperson, February 1,2024). The Palestinian media reported heavy attacks
in the west of Gaza City and heavy exchanges of fire in the area (Shehab X account, February

1,2024).

attacks in Gaza City (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, February 1, 2024)
»The northern Gaza Strip: IDF fighters continued raiding Hamas military buildings and

clashed with armed terrorists (IDF spokesperson, February 1, 2024).
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Attacks on Hamas terrorist facilities (IDF spokesperson, February 1, 2024)
Israeli casualties
»According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli
people have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 561 of them are soldiers and
officers (224 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 132 civilian
and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip;

121 hostages have been returned.

The issue of the hostages and a ceasefire agreement

»The Hezbollah-affiliated daily al-Akhbar reported from "sources" that during the past 24
hours the "organizations" held discussions regarding the cease-fire. Hamas is expected to give
Qatar its answer in the near future, stating that it rejects any proposal that does not explicitly
include a ceasefire. According to "the sources," Hamas said that another necessary condition
for a ceasefire was guarantees that Israel would meet all of its commitments (al-Akhbar,
February 1,2024).

»Taher al-Nunu, Isma'il Haniyeh's media advisor, said there was progress in the talks, but
they were not close to the finish line as portrayed in the media. He reiterated that only if the
war stopped would they discuss a prisoner deal (al-Manar, February 1, 2024).

»Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas member, said that the reports claiming a cease-fire would
begin on Saturday were untrue, as Hamas, together with the various "organizations," was still
evaluating the proposed deal submitted to them and had reservations regarding its substance
(al-Manar, January 31, 2024).

»Ali Barakeh, head of Hamas' "external" national relations, and Ali Abu Shahin, a
member of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J) political bureau, held a joint press
conference. Barakeh said Hamas was conducting internal consultations, including with the

leadership of Hamas in the Gaza Strip, and with the other "organizations" to formulate their
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answer which will be transmitted to the mediators. He said they had not yet finished
examining the ideas, and the position of the leadership in the Gaza Strip had not yet been
decided, and he estimated that they needed several days to formulate their final position and
transmit it to the mediators. He said there was a unified position formulated at a meeting in
Beirut on December 27, 2023, based on the fundamental ideas of a complete cessation of
"aggression" in the Gaza Strip, the withdrawal of IDF forces from the Gaza Strip, the opening
of the Rafah Crossing, the introduction of humanitarian aid for the residents of the Gaza Strip,
the possibility the wounded could go abroad for treatment, and Arab and international
commitment to the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip. Regarding the hostage deal, they had
agreed it would be "everyone in return for everyone." According to Barakeh, what had been
offered so far did not meet their demands. He said Jibril al-Rajoub, secretary of Fatah's Central
Committee, had received a copy of the document and that Fatah had yet to officially respond
to it (al-Mayadeen Programs YouTube channel, January 31, 2024).

»Asked about the PlJ's position regarding the proposal, Ali Abu Shahin stated that the
organization's position was that the new proposal was no different from the Egyptian
document that had already been given to Hamas and the P1J, and that they had responded to
itwith a joint reply. He said the only essential difference was the length of time for each phase,
but there was no guarantee or serious talk about a ceasefire. He said the PI1J's position on the
issue was commonly known, but the issue required a joint Palestinian position. He added that
the proposal did not lead to a ceasefire, and they wanted a real guarantee for one. Moreover,
he said, the proposal did not offer a political solution because it did not deal with the "siege,"
the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip or the opening of the crossings. He claimed it was a
package deal, and the issue of the Palestinian prisoners, although it was essential for them,
was only a part of it (al-Mayadeen Programs YouTube channel, January 31, 2024).

»Abd al-Bari Atwan, a Palestinian political commentator based in London, published an
article strongly attacking the proposal for the hostage deal formulated in Paris, calling it "a
trap to prevent the historic Palestinian victory achieved in the invasion on the seventh of
October." He called on the Palestinian organizations to reject the agreement and insist on the
demand for a serious ceasefire and the withdrawal of all Israeli forces from the Gaza Strip. He
also called on them not to surrender to the Arab mediators because, he claimed, they were

driven by American dictates (Ra'i al-Youm, January 31, 2024).
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»Hezbollah sent a message through political commentator Ibrahim al-Amin, who warned that
Israel was trying to set a trap for Hamas with the hostage deal. He published an article entitled,
"The entrapment deal: an attempt to drag the resistance to the guillotine," in which he wrote
that Israel's inability to win clear victories in the Gaza Strip, its failure to put its hands on either
the hostages or the leaders of the "resistance," the expansion of the tension in the region, the
American administration's entrance into the pre-election campaign period, the implications
of the International Court of Justice decision against Israel and the increasing criticism of its
actions, have all become means of exerting pressure on the United States and Israel and its
allies, declared and undeclared. According to al-Amin, Israel and the United States are trying
to enlist the support of their allies from among the Arab countries and others in the region
and to cause the "resistance in Palestine" to wage a broad fratricidal war aimed at splitting its
ranks and causing the residents of the Gaza Strip to turn against their "brothers in Palestine."
He added that the details of the talks for the hostage deal indicated that Egypt and Qatar, the
mediators, had not received a commitment from Israel regarding the withdrawal of IDF forces
from the Gaza Strip or the cessation of hostilities, and Israel was also not prepared for the
residents of the Gaza Strip to return to their destroyed homes. Israel, he claimed, wanted to
remain in a state of unlimited war and was not prepared for anything less than the elimination
of the leadership of the "resistance" in the Strip or expelling them from the Strip and
neutralizing their influence. According to al-Amin, the "organizations" had held consultations
and their conclusion was unanimous: there would no meaning to a deal that did not include
a complete cessation of the war, the lifting of the "siege" and the beginning of the

reconstruction of the Gaza Strip (al-Akhbar, January 31, 2024).

The Gaza Strip

Palestinian casualties
»The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as of 12:45 p.m.,
February 1, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 27,019 and the

number of wounded at 66,139 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, February 1,2024).
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The situation in the Gaza Strip

»Dr. Ashraf al-Qidra, spokesman for the Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza
Strip, reported that the situation in the hospitals in Khan Yunis (Nasser and al-Amal)
continued to be difficult. He claimed they had no food and there was a shortage of medical
equipment. He added that Israel was responsible for the lives of the medical staff, the patients
and those sheltering in the hospitals. He called on the Red Cross and the UN agencies to
protect all those in the hospitals and provide the equipment that is lacking (ministry of health

in Gaza Facebook page, January 31, 2024).

UNRWA

»Josep Borrell, the EU foreign minister, said that UNRWA's role in providing humanitarian
aid in the Gaza Strip had to be preserved. He said an investigation into the allegations was
indeed required, but it could not be allowed to interfere with the agency's "vital and important
work" (Josep Borrell's X account, January 31, 2024).

»According to Ali Barakeh, head of Hamas' "external" national relations, the American
and Western decision to boycott UNRWA was political and part of the [alleged] war of
"extermination" against the Palestinians, and its goal was to force the settlement of the
Palestinian refugees in their host countries. He called on the governments of Syria, Lebanon
and Jordan to meet immediately and discuss options to deal with the "conspiracy." He also
suggested that they announce they would send the Palestinian refugees to Israel's borders if

the UNRWA budget ran out (al-Mayadeen Programs YouTube channel, January 31, 2024).

The issue of "the day after"

»According to an article in the Hezbollah-affiliated Lebanese daily al-Akhbar, Egypt began
holding extensive consultations with regional parties, led by Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Jordan, regarding the situation after the ceasefire. It was also reported that although there
was currently no comprehensive Egyptian perspective, Egypt had begun formulating a
proposal regarding a Palestinian government that would be responsible for negotiations with

the international community (al-Akhbar, January 31, 2024).
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The Northern Arena

Hezbollah's actions
»Hezbollah claimed responsibility for seven attacks, using anti-tank missiles, rockets and a
Falag-1 rocket, targeting IDF posts and forces (Hezbollah combat information Telegram

channel, January 31, 2024).

Hezbollah attack on the IDF radar post in Har Dov (Fouad Khreiss' X account, February 1, 2024)

»In response to Hezbollah's actions, Israeli Air Force fighter jets attacked military buildings
used by Hezbollah in Aita al-Shaab, Beit Lif, Rchaf and Blida in south Lebanon. Artillery was
also fired the area of Alma al-Sha'b and Aitaroun (IDF spokesperson, January 31, 2024).

» Videos and photos documenting the Air Force strikes were published in Lebanese media and

on social networks.

Attacks on Beit Lif. (Right: Janoubia, January 31, 2024,
Left: Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 31, 2024)
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Attacks in Blida (Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 31, 2024)

Hezbollah casualties
»Hezbollah reported the death of Muhammad Naif Hamoud, aka Haidar, born in 1990, from
Beit Lif (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 31, 2024). According to

reports, he was killed in an Israeli Air Force attack on Beit Lif (Janoubia, January 31, 2024).

The Hezbollah casualty (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 31, 2024)

Palestinians in Lebanon

»A delegation of Hamas representatives met with a delegation of Fatah representatives at the
Palestinian embassy in Lebanon. The participants stressed their complete rejection of
proposals and plans that violated the rights of the Palestinian people and its national
principles. They noted the need to strengthen the united Palestinian action in Lebanon and
also called on countries that had suspended their financial aid to UNRWA to reverse their

decision (al-Ahed, February 1, 2024).

The Lebanese government
»British Foreign Secretary David Cameron paid a visit to Lebanon where he met with Najib

Mikati, the interim Lebanese prime minister, and with Joseph Aoun, commander of the
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Lebanese army, with whom he discussed developments on the Israel-Lebanon border
(Mikati’s X account and the Lebanese Army X account, February 1, 2014).

» Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdallah Bou Habib said they did not accept Israel's view that
Hezbollah had to withdraw northward without settling the issue of the border between
Lebanon and Israel. He added that Lebanon was prepared to begin indirect negotiations with
Israel to designate the borders in a manner similar to the negotiations conducted on the
maritime border, but that it would not be possible to sign an agreement before the election
of a president in Lebanon. He said the Lebanese administration was holding a dialogue with
Hezbollah, noting that the latter stressed that Lebanon was responsible for the negotiations

(al-Nashra, February 1, 2024).

Judea and Samaria

Terrorist attacks

» On the afternoon of February 1, 2024, an attempted vehicle ramming attack was carried out
against an IDF force operating near Hebron. The force responded with gunfire. The terrorist
was hit, detained and taken for interrogation by the security forces (IDF spokesperson,

February 1, 2024).

Counterterrorism activities
» The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities in Judea and Samaria,
detaining 41 Palestinians in the past day during their activity in Tubas, Jenin, Nablus,

Bethlehem and Hebron (Wafa, February 1, 2024).

Palestinian Authority (PA)

» Mahmoud Abbas chaired an expanded meeting of Fatah, which included members of the
Central Committee, the Revolutionary Council, and the regional secretaries of Fatah in Judea
and Samaria. In a speech given at the meeting, Mahmoud Abbas, PA chairman, addressed
the issue of internal reforms, saying they were a national issue intended to serve the
Palestinian people and supportits national goals. He said they were aware of the preparations
required for the process and that action was needed within the movement for the day after
the war in the Gaza Strip. He said the current developments in the Gaza Strip were a prelude

to improving all their national frameworks and that they had to hold general elections. Abbas
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stressed that they were committed to changes and new processes in all areas, including the
defense, justice, administration and financial systems. He further noted that they would
continue to prosecute Israel in international courts for its actions in the Gaza Strip (Wafa,

January 31,2024).

Mahmoud Abbas at an expanded Fatah meeting in Ramallah (Wafa, January 31, 2024)

»The Arab daily al-Rai al-Youm, citing "sources," reported that Jordanian officials had begun
assisting the PA in examining a list of candidates suitable to serve in new positions in the
government. According to the officials, the Jordanian effort was an additional step in the
structural reform program aimed at promoting a technocratic government that would
function in the postwar phase. According to a "Jordanian source," Jordanian officials were
asked to help reorganize the PA and received Mahmoud Abbas' approval. It was also noted
that at a later stage, the Jordanians would also take part in the restoration of the security

authorities (al-Rai al-Youm, February 1, 2024).

lran

» Hossein Salami, IRGC commander, told a conference in Tehran that "Palestine" was on the
path to victory and that Israel (the "Zionists") could not hold a small area in the war and would
undoubtedly be defeated. Salami also addressed the American threats to respond to the
killing of their three soldiers on the Syria-Jordan border, saying Iran was not interested in war
but was not afraid of it (Tasnim, January 31, 2024).

» Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke with his Saudi counterpart,

Faisal bin Farhan. They discussed relations between the two countries and regional
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developments, especially the situation in the Gaza Strip and its implications (Fars, January 31,
2024).

» Reuters reported that the IRGC had significantly reduced the presence of its senior officers
in Syria following the recent attacks attributed to Israel. According to the report, several senior
Iranian officers and several dozen mid-level officers have left Syria, and the IRGC intends to
rely more on the Shi’ite militias in Syria and on Hezbollah to maintain their influence in the
country. According to the report, the decision was made to avoid being directly dragged into
the regional conflict (Reuters, February 1, 2024). The Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen TV
denied the Reuters report. The channel claimed, based on its "sources," that the "Iranian
advisors" had been asked to continue their presence in Syria without their families (al-

Mayadeen, February 1, 2024).
Pro-lranian militias

Iraq

» The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for a UAV attack on the Port of Haifa
(Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, February 1, 2024). However, no such incident was
detected.

» Al-Araby al-Jadeed reported that Iragi Prime Minister Muhammad Shia’ al-Sudani had
reached an agreement with some of the Shi'ite militias in Iraq according to which they would
stop their attacks on Iragi soil, without reference to the attacks in Syria or "occupied
Palestine." The cessation of the attacks was intended to avoid a possible American military
response in Iraq that could complicate the security and political situation in the country. A
member of parliament from the pro-lranian parties in Iraq said the Kataib Hezbollah
(Hezbollah Brigades) and Sayyid al-Shuhada militias had already effectively stopped their
military operations against the Americans in Iraqg, and the current difficulty was to convince

the Nujaba movement to do so as well (al-Araby al-Jadeed, February 1, 2024).

Yemen

» The British naval security firm Ambrey reported that a missile launched from Yemen had hit
a merchant ship off the coast of the country and that the ship had reported an explosion on
board (Agence France-Presse, February 1, 2024).

» Yahya Saria, spokesman for the Houthi armed forces, said Yemeni naval forces had

attacked the American merchant ship KOI with several naval missiles while it was en route to
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Israeli ports and that they hit it directly. Saria also stressed that the forces would not hesitate
to launch large-scale military operations and respond to any American-British action against
Yemen (Yahya Saria's Telegram channel, January 31, 2024).

» The United States Army Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that on January 31, 2024, at
3:30 p.m. (Sana’a time), United States forces attacked and destroyed a Houthi surface-to-air
missile after identifying that it was ready for launch and determining that it posed an
immediate threat to American aircraft (CENTCOM X account, January 31, 2024). CENTCOM
later announced that at 8:30 p.m. (Sana’a time), the Houthis fired an anti-ship ballistic missile
towards the Gulf of Aden, and it was successfully intercepted by the destroyer USS Carney. It
was also reported that at 9:10 p.m., the destroyer shot down three Iranian drones in its vicinity
and that no damage or casualties were reported (CENTCOM X account, February 1, 2024).
»The next day, CENTCOM reported that on February 1,2024, at around 1:30 a.m. (Sana’a time),
they attacked a ground control station of drones and ten Houthi drones in areas under their
control in Yemen. It was also reported that the targets of the attack had posed an immediate
threat to merchant ships and United States Navy ships in the area (CENTCOM X account,
February 1, 2024).

» Ali al-Qahum, a member of the Houthis' political bureau, said their latest operation was
aresponse to the “aggression” against the city of Saada in northern Yemen and was intended
to send a clear message that they kept their finger on the trigger. He said the Houthis'
continuous activity reflected their support for the Gaza Strip and willingness to defend their
land. He noted that developments were pointing to a ground escalation by the United States
and Britain against Yemen, and that any such movement in the al-Hudaydah province or other
areas would provoke a strong response (al-Mayadeen, February 1, 2024).

» EU defense ministers met in Brussels to discuss the establishment of a naval force to protect
navigation in the Red Sea (EU website, January 31, 2024). Josep Borrell, the EU's foreign
policy chief, announced that maritime security in the Red Sea had deteriorated significantly
over the past few weeks and that they were promoting the establishment of a naval force to
protect navigation in the region, which would probably be launched on February 19, 2024. He
stressed that the activity of the forces would be in accordance with the threat facing them and
that they would not carry out any action on land, only at sea (Euronews Network, February 1,

2024).
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» In response to the European Union's announcement, Mohammad al-Bukhaiti, a member
of the Houthis’ political bureau, reiterated that they had no hostile intentions towards
European countries and hoped that their leaders would not take part in the attacks against
Yemen, but would act to end the siege on the Gaza Strip. He noted that any country that took
partinthe attacks against Yemen would become a legitimate target (Mohammad al-Bukhaiti’s

X account, February 1,2024).

The Arab Arena

Egypt

» Egyptian Defense Minister Mohammed Zaki met with David Satterfield, the American
special envoy for Middle East humanitarian issues, who heads a delegation currently
visiting Egypt. The meeting discussed the current situation in the Gaza Strip and efforts to
continue delivering aid to the Strip (Egyptian armed forces spokesman’s X account, January
31,2024). In another meeting between David Satterfield and Sameh Shoukry, the Egyptian
foreign minister, the two discussed recent developments in the region, particularly in the
Gaza Strip, and ongoing efforts to bring humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip. They stressed
that the UN and Security Council resolutions had to be fully implemented (Egyptian foreign

ministry spokesman’s X account, January 31, 2024).

Saudi Arabia

» Gen. Michael Kurilla, CENTCOM commander, arrived in Riyadh and met with Gen. Fayyad
al-Ruwaili, chief of staff of the Saudi Army. They reportedly discussed bilateral relations
and the possibilities of cooperation and coordination between the countries in the fields of
defense and military (Saudi defense ministry X account, February 1, 2024).

»At the end of the Emir of Kuwait's visit to Riyadh and his meeting with Saudi King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, the two issued a joint statement saying they had discussed the
situation in “Palestine” and expressed concern over the humanitarian disaster in the Gaza
Strip. They stressed the need to halt military operations in the Palestinian territories and
protect civilians in accordance with international law. Regarding the freedom of navigation in

the Red Sea, they stressed the importance of protecting the security and stability of the region
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and respecting the right to maritime navigation under international law (Safa, January 31,

2024).
The International Arena
United States

» Grant Shapps, the British Secretary of Defense, visited the Pentagon and held several
meetings with senior American administration officials. In a meeting with Lloyd Austin,
American Secretary of Defense, Austin stressed that they stood shoulder to shoulder against
groups supported by Iran and that there was a red line that should not be crossed. He also
stressed that the United States and Britain were committed to the international order. Shapps
also met with Jake Sullivan, American national security advisor, to discuss the situation in
the Middle East, the extensive security cooperation between the countries, and the continued
efforts to deal with Houthi attacks alongside the need to deal with the humanitarian crisis in
the Gaza Strip (The Telegraph, February 1, 2024). American Secretary of State Antony
Blinken met with Grant Shapps and discussed freedom of navigation and maritime security
in the Red Sea, as well as the latest attack on the American forces in Jordan (Antony Blinken's
X account, February 1, 2024).

» The United States Department of the Treasury imposed new sanctions on several individuals
in Iran and on entities and individuals in Lebanon and Turkey for supporting the financial

system of the IRGC’s Qods Force and Hezbollah in Lebanon (Reuters, January 31, 2024).
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