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Overview1 
!The combat arena: The IDF forces continued their integrated ground maneuver in the Gaza 

Strip, focusing on Gaza City and Khan Yunis. According to reports, they completed the 

dismantling of Hamas' military-terrorist facilities in the northern Gaza Strip, although they 

continued confronting terrorist squads on the ground. The Palestinians reported battles and 

airstrikes throughout the Strip. The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) claimed responsibility for 

launching rockets at the cities, towns and villages surrounding the Gaza Strip. 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,300 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 510 of them soldiers and officers; 132 civilian 

and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip, 

16 of them women and children; 121 hostages have been returned to Israel. Senior Hamas 

and PIJ terrorists stated that they were prepared to negotiate the issue of a hostage release 

deal while continuing to insist on a comprehensive ceasefire as a precondition a 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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comprehensive ceasefire for negotiations, and not a temporary ceasefire as proposed by the 

mediators. 

!The Gaza Strip: Hamas warned against exploiting the difficult humanitarian situation in the 

Gaza Strip to allow Israel to civilian bodies to manage the Gaza Strip. Senior terrorists 

emphasized that the future of the Strip was in the hands of the "resistance" [terrorist 

organizations] and the Palestinian people. 

!The northern arena: Hezbollah ramped up its attacks after launching several dozen rockets 

at the IDF base in Meron, allegedly in response to the killing of Saleh al-'Arouri. In light of the 

IDF attacks in south Lebanon, Hezbollah called on the residents of south Lebanon to stay 

away from places where Israel was attacking. Hezbollah secretary general Hassan Nasrallah 

gave a speech emphasizing the "achievements" in the confrontation with Israel. 

!Judea and Samaria: An Israeli civilian was killed in a shooting attack northwest of Ramallah. 

A Border Police fighter was killed and three soldiers were wounded by an IED during a security 

force-operation in Jenin. A mourning tent was erected in the Jenin refugee camp in memory 

of Saleh al-'Arouri. 

!The pro-Iranian militias continued attacking United States bases in Iraq and Syria. The 

Houthis used an unmanned vessel to attack a ship. 

!United States Secretary of State Anthony Blinken began a tour of the Middle East, arriving 

in Jordan after a visit to Turkey. 

!The global jihad: ISIS published a statement claiming responsibility for the January 4, 2024 

attack near the grave of Qassem Soleimani in Kerman, which killed 91 people. In another 

statement ISIS called for killing Jews and their Christian allies everywhere. 

The Combat Arena 
!The IDF forces continued their integrated ground maneuver in the Gaza Strip. A 

correspondent for al-Ghad TV in Rafah reported heavy air force strikes throughout the Gaza 

Strip, including in the Rafah area, the Khan Yunis area, in Deir al-Balah, and in the al-Nuseirat 

and al-Maghazi refugee camps. In Gaza City, the IDF attacked in the Saraya area, in the center 

of the city, and in Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip (al-Ghad TV, January 7, 2024). The 

Palestinian media reported 122 dead and 256 wounded over the past day (Ma'an, January 7, 

2024). 
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IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024) 

!An al-Jazeera TV presenter explained the fighting centers, noting a heavy exchange of fire in 

Jabalia and its refugee camp (northern Gaza Strip) between IDF forces and Hamas and PIJ 

"fighters" [terrorist operatives]. She said that in the central Gaza Strip IDF forces had reached 

the al-Zuweida area, and had encircled the al-Bureij and al-Maghazi refugee camps from the 

west. In the Khan Yunis area, she reported heavy fighting between the IDF forces and the 

operatives of Hamas' military-terrorist wing in al-Zana area, Bani Suheila and al-Khiza'a (east 

of Khan Yunis), the center of Khan Yunis and the Ma'an neighborhood in the south of the city 

(al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 6, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Al-Jazeera TV reporter explains the fighting centers 
 (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 6, 2024)  

!The northern Gaza Strip: The IDF forces completed dismantling Hamas military-terrorist 

facilities in the northern Gaza Strip. They fought terrorist squads in Beit Lahia and al-Furqan, 

identifying a number of terrorists who used UAVs to attack them. Remotely manned IDF 

aircraft eliminated the terrorists (IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024). In the area of Beit 

Lahia, the forces located a compound with dozens of rocket launchers, which they destroyed 

(IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024). 
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!Gaza City: Fighting continued in several locations. Inside a clinic, the forces located UNRWA 

sacks in which Hamas terrorist operatives had hidden military vests belong to nukhba forces. 

In a nearby building they found RPG launchers, Kalashnikov rifles and ammunition (IDF 

spokesperson, January 6, 2024). At the Blue Beach Hotel near the seashore in the Rimal 

neighborhood in Gaza, the forces fought dozens of terrorists who barricaded themselves in 

the hotel and fired anti-tank missiles at the IDF forces. A Hamas facility was located in the 

hotel, which included seven shafts that led to tunnels and contained living quarters for 

terrorists. Large quantities of weapons and UAVs were found in the tunnels. Hamas terrorist 

operatives used the hotel for shelter and conducted above- and below-ground combat from 

it (IDF spokesperson, January 5, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weapons found in the hotel (IDF spokesperson, January 5, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nukhba military vests hidden in UNRWA sacks (IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024) 

!The central Gaza Strip: The forces completed the activity in the "tower neighborhood," 

which had a large number of high-rise buildings and dominated the area. Hamas terrorists 

used the buildings as positions from which to fire anti-tank missiles and small arms at IDF 

forces. The forces also found rocket launchers prepared for firing, booby-trapped buildings, a 

large number of tunnel shafts and large quantities of explosives, as well as a warehouse and 
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a chemical laboratory for the production of weapons. The forces destroyed the buildings, 

observation posts and tunnel shafts (IDF spokesperson, January 5, 2024). 

!The southern Gaza Strip: IDF fighters operating in the Khan Yunis area killed terrorists from 

the air and on the ground and destroyed tunnel shafts. They located a weapons warehouse 

containing dozens of Kalashnikov rifles, over a hundred ammunition magazines, remote-

activated charges and several RPG launchers; the forces destroyed the warehouse (IDF 

spokesperson, January 6, 2024). Several sites were located in the area from which rockets 

were launched towards Israel. The positions were destroyed (IDF spokesperson, January 5, 

2024). 

!The fighters operating in a school in Bani Suheila encountered large numbers of terrorists, 

and found intelligence information about Hamas' Khan Yunis Brigade. In a private house, the 

forces located large quantities of weapons used by Hamas operatives. Some were found in a 

bedroom next to dolls and children's games, including games inciting violence against Israel 

(IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Right: Some of the weapons found in the house in Khan Yunis. Left: A puzzle inciting violence 

against Israel (IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Right: IDF attacks in the Hamad neighborhood in western Khan Yunis (Wafa, January 6, 2024). 
Left: Smoke rises from central Khan Yunis (Shehab X account, January 7, 2024) 
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Palestinian reactions to the fighting 
!Hamas issued a statement claiming that IDF forces had opened and destroyed 1,100 graves 

in the Tufah neighborhood in eastern Gaza City and took 150 recently-buried bodies to an 

unknown destination. The movement claimed it was a "heinous crime that expresses the 

brutality of the occupation." Hamas called on the international community and human rights 

organizations to take responsibility, condemn the "crimes of the occupation" and prosecute 

those who committed them (Hamas Telegram channel, January 6, 2024). 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Sami Abu Zuhri said it was the goal of Israel and the United States 

to eliminate Hamas, but claimed that Hamas was too strong for Israel to break or weaken, 

since Hamas was an "idea" and a fundamental component of the Palestinian people. He 

claimed that on the ground the Palestinian "resistance" [terrorist organizations] was in 

excellent condition (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, January 6, 2024). 

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip  
!Over the past few days there have been sporadic barrages of rockets which mainly attacked 

the cities, towns and villages surrounding Gaza. The Jerusalem Brigades, the PIJ's military-

terrorist wing, claimed responsibility for several launches: 

!On January 5, 2024, around 12:45 p.m., the Jerusalem Brigades announced the launch 

of a barrage of rockets targeting Nahal Oz and Alumim (Paltoday Telegram channel, 

January 5, 2024). 

!On January 5, 2024, around 3:50 p.m., the Jerusalem Brigades announced the launch 

of a barrage of rockets targeting Sderot, Nir Am and other villages surrounding Gaza 

(Paltoday Telegram channel, January 5, 2024). 

!On January 6 at around 6 p.m., the Jerusalem Brigades announced the launch of a 

barrage of rockets towards Sderot, Nir Am and other villages surrounding Gaza 

(Paltoday's Telegram channel, January 6, 2024). 

!According to senior terrorist Anwar Abu Tahe, a member of the PIJ's political 

bureau, on January 4, Jerusalem Brigades operatives launched a barrage of rockets at 

Israel from a northern area of the Gaza Strip under IDF control (al-Jazeera Mubasher 

YouTube channel, January 7, 2024). 

 Israeli casualties 
!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,300 Israeli people 

have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 510 of them are soldiers and 
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officers (of whom 175 have been killed since the start of the ground maneuver on 

October 27, 2023); 132 civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist 

organizations in the Gaza Strip, 16 of them women and children; 121 hostages have been 

returned.  

The issue of the hostages 
!Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan said that all proposals and ideas which did not 

begin with the cessation of "aggression" and did not deal with the hostages as part of the 

reconstruction of the Gaza Strip and lifting the "siege" would not have results. He added that 

they were open to any idea, however, in light of the killing of Saleh al-'Arouri, the "resistance" 

had to be more careful (al-Arabi YouTube channel, January 6, 2024). 

!Senior Hamas terrorist Sami Abu Zuhri said that the "resistance's" message was that the 

hostages would be released alive only according to what the Palestinian "resistance" decided 

after Israel paid the price they demanded and only after the cessation of "aggression" against 

the Gaza Strip. He stated Hamas was open to all mediations, documents and initiatives, and 

that their main objective was the cessation of "aggression." However, Israel had to know that 

such "flexibility" [sic] on the part of Hamas did not come from weakness but out of "concern 

for the Palestinian people." Asked if he could confirm that Hamas did not object to resuming 

contacts, Abu Zuhri claimed that Hamas had not closed the door in the first place. He added 

that Hamas had never publicly stated that it no longer wanted efforts invested to end the 

"aggression" (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel). 

!Senior terrorist Anwar Abu Tahe, a member of the PIJ's political bureau, said that 

negotiations and talks for a ceasefire stopped after the killing of al-'Arouri, but he claimed the 

issue was not completely closed because they wanted the "aggression" to stop and were open 

to all mediators. Asked about the drafts presented to them recently, he said that the position 

of Hamas and the PIJ was one of a total cessation of "aggression" in the Gaza Strip, after which 

the talks would begin. He said some of the mediators had presented ideas from Israel and the 

United States to divide the issue into phases, which in their view was a "trap for the 

resistance," because the first phase related to a two-week ceasefire and the release of 

prisoners, which were the heart of the campaign. He said they would not relinquish the power 

they had for a ceasefire of two weeks, after which Israel would resume fighting. He added that 

they also insisted on the withdrawal of IDF forces from the Gaza Strip. Asked whether "the day 

after" worried the "resistance," he replied that it did not worry them, but given the scope of 
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the humanitarian disaster in the Gaza Strip, the situation was painful (al-Manar TV X account, 

January 6, 2024). 

!Senior terrorist Ali Abu Shahin, a member of the PIJ's political bureau and head of its 

media information department, stated that the situation before the killing of al-'Arouri was 

one thing and the situation after it was another. He said the leaderships of the PIJ and Hamas 

could consult on the issue in the coming days after the funeral. He said that a day or two 

before the killing, Hamas and the PIJ delivered a joint document to Egypt in response to an 

Egyptian document. Saleh al-'Arouri was involved in drafting the document, whose basic 

condition was the cessation of "aggression" and the complete withdrawal of IDF forces from 

the Gaza Strip. He said that only after that would it be possible to discuss the Egyptian 

document, which dealt only with a three-phase exchange deal that would lead to the 

emptying of Israeli prisons of prisoners. He reiterated that negotiations on the issue would 

only take place after the cessation of "aggression" (al-Mayadeen YouTube channel, January 

4, 2024). 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 
!The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as of the 

afternoon of January 2, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 

22,835 and the number of wounded at 58,416 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, 

January 2, 2024). 

!The IDF spokesperson reported the death of Ismail Sarraj, the commander of the Nuseirat 

Battalion, and his deputy, Ahmed Wahba, in an air force attack that was carried out with 

intelligence guidance. Sarraj previously served as the commander of a nukhba company and 

dealt with rocket manufacture. His deputy, Ahmed Wahba, was appointed to the position after 

the previous deputy, Abd al-Rahman, was killed by IDF forces. Wahba held a variety of field 

and headquarters positions in Hamas and was involved in the organization's training program 

(IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024). 
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Right: Ismail Sarraj Left: Ahmed Wahba (IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024) 

!On January 4, 2024, the IDF spokesperson announced the death of Mamdoh Lolo, a senior 

PIJ terrorist operative who was the head of the operational headquarters of the northern Gaza 

region; he died in an IDF airstrike. He was an assistant to the senior PIJ terrorists of the 

northern Gaza region and was in contact with senior PIJ terrorists abroad. He also initiated 

and led numerous terrorist attacks, including during the war (IDF spokesperson's X account, 

January 4, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mamdoh Lolo (IDF spokesperson's X account , January 4, 2024) 

!The social networks reported the death of Muhammad Akram Shubat, Abu Sajd, the 

commander of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades' artillery battalion in Beit Hanoun, who was 

killed in an aircraft attack on the morning of January 1, 2024 (X account of his cousin, Yusuf 

Shubat, January 1, 2024; X account of Mohamed Alzanin, 1 January 2024).  
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Muhammad Akram Shubat (X account of Tahrur Wa'el, January 1, 2024) 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  
!An al-Jazeera correspondent cited a report sent by UN secretary general Antonio Guterres 

to the members of the Security Council reviewing the dire humanitarian situation in the Gaza 

Strip. According to the report, more than half a million residents of Gaza were facing a 

"catastrophic" famine and that a public health catastrophe was developing in Gaza. He called 

on Israel to allow the supply of water, electricity and fuel to the Gaza Strip, adding that the IDF 

attacks had damaged the operations of 94 hospitals and clinics and 76 ambulances. He said 

the operations of 125 UNRWA facilities had been damaged in the attacks, and that 308 

displaced persons sheltering in the facilities had been killed and 1,095 injured. He also stated 

that over 60% of the houses in the Gaza Strip had been damaged or destroyed and that 144 

UN personnel had been killed (X account of al-Jazeera correspondent, Rami al-Ayari, January 

7, 2024). 

!The ministry of health in Gaza announced that it was able to operate a number of operating 

rooms in Shifa Hospital in Gaza City. The ministry then called on UN agencies to deliver 

emergency aid, medicines, medical equipment and fuel for the continued operation of the 

hospital (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 6, 2024). 
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Operations resume at Shifa Hospital (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 6, 2024) 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  
!French President Emmanuel Macron announced that in light of the critical humanitarian 

situation in the Gaza Strip, France and Jordan had jointly delivered humanitarian aid by 

parachute (Emmanuel Macron's X account, January 5, 2024). It was the first time that France 

had participated in an operation to bring humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip. 

!A correspondent for al-Ghad TV reported the delivery of humanitarian aid from the 

Palestinian Authority (PA) to the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing. He said that among 

other things the trucks brought about 1.6 million items of clothing for the displaced persons 

(al-Ghad TV, January 6, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Aid for the Gaza Strip from the PA enters through the Rafah Crossing 
 (al-Ghad TV , January 6, 2024) 

!A "senior Egyptian official" at the Rafah Crossing said that on January 6, 2024, 70 trucks 

carrying humanitarian aid and four fuel tankers entered the Gaza Strip through the Rafah 

Crossing. He said the delivery and later distribution of the aid was carried out in coordination 

with the Palestinian Red Crescent and UNRWA. Meanwhile, the governor of northern Sinai 

Peninsula district reported that "thousands of trucks" were waiting in El Arish to enter the 

Gaza Strip (Rafah Crossing News Facebook page, January 6, 2024). 
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"The day after" 
!In preparation for the visit of United States Secretary of State Anthony Blinken to the Middle 

East, Senior terrorist Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, said they hoped he 

understood the extent of the mistakes the United States had made in supporting Israel, and 

would focus on stopping the "aggression." Haniyeh stated that they also hoped the officials 

in the Western countries and the Islamic countries who met with Blinken would emphasize 

that the future of the region "depended on the Palestinian issue" [sic]. According to Haniyeh, 

the Palestinians would not accept the continuation of the "occupation" (Ismail Haniyeh's 

Telegram channel, January 5, 2024). 

!According to a statement issued by Hamas on behalf of the Palestinian [terrorist] 

organizations, Israel plans to exploit the difficult humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip to 

create a situation in which it will establish civilian bodies with which to manage the Strip, 

subject to its own conditions. According to the announcement, it is a "conspiracy" whose 

objective is to determine the form of government in the region and complete Israel's project 

of eliminating the Palestinian issue, and Hamas and the other organizations will have nothing 

to do with it (Hamas Telegram channel, January 6, 2024). 

!Senior terrorist Ali Abu Shahin, a member of the PIJ's political bureau, related to "the day 

after" and said that in his opinion, the United States and Israel, were already convinced they 

would not be able to achieve the goals they set at the beginning of the war, and the Israeli 

government did not have a clear view of the situation or an exit plan. He claimed that the 

future of the Strip was in the hands of the "resistance" [terrorist organizations] and the 

Palestinian people, and Israel had not been able to change the situation on the ground in a 

way that would allow it to impose its will on the Palestinians. For Israel, the solution was to 

get rid of the Palestinians and uproot them from their land, which would be impossible. The 

Israelis, he said, assumed the "resistance" had been defeated, while the situation on the 

ground was that it was in excellent condition and prepared to continue fighting for months, 

while Israel was suffering heavy losses, was confused and unable to control the area, so that 

it could not impose political conditions (al-Mayadeen YouTube channel, January 4, 2024). 
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The Northern Arena 

Hezbollah attacks 
!Hezbollah continued attacking IDF posts and concentrations of forces on the border of Israel. 

Between January 4 and 7, 2024, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 13 attacks using anti-

tank missiles, rockets and Burkan rockets (with warheads weighing 300-500 kg) (Hezbollah 

combat information Telegram channel, January 4 to 7, 2024). The IDF responded with tank 

and artillery fire targeting a number of areas in Lebanese territory. In the evening, an Israeli 

Air Force fighter jet attacked Hezbollah's operational headquarters in the Blida area of south 

Lebanon, and attacks were also carried out in the Aita al-Sha'ab and Majdal Zoun areas (IDF 

spokesperson, January 5, 2024). During the operation, a surface-to-air missile was launched 

at a remotely manned Israeli Air Force aircraft in Lebanese territory; it was not damaged and 

continued its mission. The missile did not cross into Israeli territory (IDF spokesperson, 

January 6, 2024). 

!On January 6, 2024, the attacks increased significantly. In the morning more than 40 rockets 

were launched from Lebanese territory targeting Israel in the Meron area. The IDF attacked a 

terrorist squad in Lebanese territory which had taken part in the launches. IDF forces also 

attacked a large number of Hezbollah terrorist targets in south Lebanon, including a rocket 

launching post and squads, military buildings and terrorist facility (IDF spokesperson, January 

6, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attacks on Hezbollah targets (IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024) 
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Rocket launch at the IDF base in Meron 
 (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 6, 2024) 

!Ali Shoeib, a correspondent for the al-Manar network, published a video showing Israeli 

airstrikes against the al-Labouneh groves, about two kilometers south of Naqoura and half a 

kilometer north of the Lebanon-Israel border (Ali Shoeib's X account, January 7, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Israeli airstrikes against targets in the al-Labouneh groves  
(Ali Shoeib's X account, January 7, 2024)  

!Hezbollah announced that as part of the "initial response to the crime of killing" Saleh al-

'Arouri and his associates in the Dahiyeh, its operatives had attacked the Meron "air control 

base" with 62 missiles of various types, scoring direct hits. Hezbollah gave details about the 

location of the base and claimed it was the only center for aerial management, surveillance 

and control in the north of Israel, and one of the two main bases in Israel, along with the Mitzpe 

Ramon base in the south (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 6, 2024). 

!The al-Fajr forces, the military-terrorist wing of al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya, a Lebanese 

organization related to the Muslim Brotherhood, claimed responsibility for launching two 

rocket barrages at Kiryat Shmona on January 5, 2024. According to the announcement, the 

attacks caused direct hits. The wing announced it would continue to carry out its operations 

and renewed its promise to respond to the killing of "resistance" [terrorist] leaders and 



*%!

""#$%&!

fighters (al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya website, January 6, 2024). Two of its operatives were killed in 

Beirut along with Saleh al-'Arouri. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Picture attached to the claim of responsibility  
(al-Jama'a al-Islamiyya – Sidon X account , January 6, 2024) 

!In response to Hezbollah's rocket attack, senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan said that 

if the "resistance"2 promised to respond or take action against Israel, kept its promise. He 

noted that the initial response was a warning about where the "resistance" and Hezbollah's 

response to al-Arouri's death could lead. According to him, the response which would satisfy 

the desire of every "resistance operative" was the one that would cause Israel to withdraw 

from the Gaza Strip and impose "new equations on Israel," the most important of which was 

the cessation of Israeli "aggression" in the Gaza Strip. Asked whether Hamas' military[-

terrorist] wing in Lebanon had also participated in the "response," he replied that he was not 

talking about operational aspects (al-Arabi YouTube channel, January 6, 2024). 

!Senior terrorist Anwar Abu Tahe, a member of the PIJ political bureau, said that rocket 

attack on Meron was a response in the heart of Israel's air force, surveillance and espionage, 

and proved that there were no "rules of confrontation" when it came to defending the security 

of Lebanon, Palestine and of the "resistance," whose security and capabilities were above any 

political, military, security or intelligence consideration (al-Manar TV X account, January 6, 

2024). 

Hezbollah statistical infographic  
!Hezbollah published an infographic summarizing its attacks on Israel between October 8, 

2023, and January 5, 2024. According to Hezbollah, during 89 days it carried out 670 attacks 

on military targets on the Israel-Lebanon border, killing and wounding 2,000 Israelis and 

!
2 Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations, the Shi'ite Houthis in Yemen and the 
pro-Iranian militias in Iraq.  
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attacked 43 armored vehicles and 18 headquarters. It claimed to have fired 182 mortar shells 

and 98 rockets, and used 17 UAVs to attack Israeli attackers as well as 257 anti-tank missiles. 

Hezbollah said that due to the attacks, approximately 230,000 residents had been evacuated 

from 43 border villages (Hezbollah media information Telegram channel of, January 5, 2024). 

Some of the data was quoted by Hassan Nasrallah in his speech on January 5, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The infographic (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 5, 2024)  

Hezbollah casualties 
!Hezbollah reported the death of six operatives, all from south Lebanon (Hezbollah combat 

information Telegram channel, January 5, 2024): 

!Mustafa Hassan Saad, aka Abu Hassan Nur, originally from Bint Jbeil and a resident of 

Burj al-Shemali. 

!Khader Ali Muhanna, aka Abu Ali Raja, from Kafr Kila. 

!Mustafa Mahmoud Jaber, aka Jawad Abbas, from Mhaibib. 

!Abbas Hussein Rimal, aka Abd al-Rasoul, from al-Adeisa. 

!Abdallah Hassan al-Asmar, aka Abu Hussein, from al-Adeisa. 

!Hasan Abd Jaafar, aka Zulfaqar, originally from Tyre and a resident of Burj al-Shemali. 
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Residents of south Lebanon  
!Hassan Fadalallah, a Hezbollah member of the Lebanese Parliament, toured Bint Jbeil 

where he met with Lebanese civilians. He claimed that the villages along the front were 

participating in the "resistance" by emphasizing their presence on the ground, adding that 

the front line was meant "to protect Lebanon and support the Gaza Strip." He also claimed 

they had to "adhere to the 'resistance' and deter Israel," as Hezbollah had initially responded 

to Israel's "aggression" in the Dahiyeh. He said that what happened in south Lebanon was 

related to developments in the Gaza Strip, and Israel had no choice but to stop its 

"aggression," stressing that Hezbollah would continue to support their "Palestinian brothers" 

(al-'Ahed, January 6, 2024). 

!In light of the IDF attacks in south Lebanon, Hezbollah called on residents to stay away from 

places where Israel attacked, not to gather near them, and to leave humanitarian aid efforts 

to the authorities (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 7, 2024). 

Hassan Nasrallah's speech 
!Hassan Nasrallah, secretary general of Hezbollah, delivered his second speech of the week 

on January 5, 2024, at a memorial service for Muhammad Hussein Yaghi, one of the 

organization's founders who died of an illness at the end of December 2023. His main points 

were the following (al-Manar TV, January 5, 2024): 



*(!

""#$%&!

! Since the beginning of the war, Hezbollah attacked over a hundred kilometers along 

the front with Israel, and attacked all IDF positions along the border from Rosh HaNikra 

to Mount Hermon, an average of six to seven per day. Seventeen civilian settlements 

were attacked in response to attacks on Lebanese civilians or to kill the IDF soldiers. 

!He was proud of the mass departure of the Israeli residents of the north along the 

border line and claimed it was Israeli policy to hide the number of its dead and wounded 

as well as the real number of evacuated residents, which he claimed exerted heavy 

pressure on the Israeli government, which he regarded as an achievement. 

!The killing of Saleh al-'Arouri could not go unanswered and unpunished. They do not 

promise revenge in the future but in effect are taking revenge as part of their campaign. 

!Regarding the situation of the residents of South Lebanon, Hezbollah does not require 

any resident of South Lebanon to evacuate or stay in his village. He praised the residents 

of the villages who were paying a direct price in the conflict, but noted that they 

understood that the campaign was for Lebanon as it is for the Gaza Strip, and if Israel 

won in the Gaza Strip, Lebanon could be next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nasrallah speaks (al-Manar TV, January 5, 2024) 

The Lebanese army 
!Joseph Aoun, commander of the Lebanese army, met in his office with UNIFIL 

commander Aroldo Lazaro to discuss cooperation and coordination between the army and 

UNIFIL, given the current situation in south Lebanon (Lebanese army X account, January 4, 

2024). 

The Lebanese government 
!Lebanon submitted a complaint to the UN Security Council regarding Israel's killing of Saleh 

al-'Arouri in Beirut, claiming it was "the most dangerous step" in Israel's attacks on the 
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country. According to the complaint, Israel used six missiles in the attack and was using 

Lebanon's airspace to attack Syria (Reuters, January 5, 2024). 

!Josep Borrell, the EU foreign minister, paid a visit to Lebanon and he met with senior 

Lebanese government officials: 

!He met with Najib Mikati, the prime minister of the interim government in 

Lebanon, to discuss the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and south Lebanon, as 

well as EU-Lebanon bilateral cooperation. Mikati emphasized that they sought peace 

and stability, not war. He warned that any serious conflict in south Lebanon would drag 

the region into a total conflagration. He also stated that Lebanon was obligated to 

implement UN Security Council Resolution 1701, but that required stopping Israel from 

violating Lebanese sovereignty (Lebanese government X account, January 6, 2024). 

!Borrell also met with Nabih Berri, the speaker of the Lebanese Parliament, who 

emphasized Lebanon's commitment to international resolutions, primarily Resolution 

1701. He claimed they could begin implementing the resolution after Israel stopped its 

"aggression" and withdrew its forces from all "occupied Lebanese territories." Borrell 

expressed concern about the ongoing fighting in Gaza and Israel's "escalation." He 

emphasized the need to stop the fighting and argued that peace had be restored to 

Lebanon, at which time it would be easier to discuss the full implementation of 

Resolution 1701 (al-Nashra, January 6, 2024). 

!Borrell held a joint press conference with Abdullah Bou Habib, the Lebanese 

foreign minister, where Borrell said that escalation in Lebanon had to be avoided. He 

also claimed the Gaza Strip could not be isolated from Judea and Samaria, and had to 

be part of the future Palestinian state. Bou Habib said that peace was extremely 

important to the Lebanese and they were committed to it, adding that only a political 

solution could end the violence. He stated that they wanted to avoid a war and its 

serious consequences, and that had agreed to act with the European Union to reduce 

the escalation (MTV, January 6, 2024). 

!He met with Joseph Aoun, commander of the Lebanese army, to discuss the 

situation in Lebanon, the Middle East and the developments in south Lebanon 

(Lebanese Army X account, January 7, 2024). 

!The al-Jazeera network reported from a "source in the Lebanese government" that 

Josep Borrell met with a Hezbollah delegation whose members told him there would 
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be no discussion of Lebanon or the developments in south Lebanon before a ceasefire 

in the Gaza Strip (al-Jazeera, January 6, 2024). 

Saleh al-'Arouri's funeral 
!On January 4, 2024, the funeral of Saleh al-'Arouri, Azzam al-Aqra and Muhammad al-Rees 

was held in Beirut. It was attended by thousands of people, led by the members of Hamas' 

political bureau, senior Hamas terrorists Musa Abu Marzouq, Hussam Badran, and al-'Arouri's 

deputy, Zaher Jabarin. In a recorded speech played during the funeral, senior terrorist Isma'il 

Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, said that they would continue on the same path, 

"loyal to the blood of the martyrs in Gaza, Judea, Samaria and Lebanon" (Palinfo, January 4, 

2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The funeral in Beirut (Palinfo, January 4, 2024) 

Syria 
!Explosions were reported in weapons and ammunition warehouses of militias operating 

under Iranian aegis in the areas of al-Ghabra and the al-Hamadan Airport in the rural area of 

Albukamal. According to reports, shortly before the explosions, trucks loaded with weapons 

and ammunition entered Syria from Iraq, and were apparently the target of the attack (Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights, January 7, 2024). Journalist Zana al-Ali reported that "a 

vehicle loaded with ammunition belonging to the militias was attacked in the Albukamal area 

by a UAV of the international coalition forces" (North Press, January 7, 2024). 
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Judea and Samaria 

Terrorist attacks  
! On the morning of January 7, 2024, shots were fired near the British Police Junction 

(northwest of Ramallah), killing an Israeli civilian. IDF forces began pursuing the perpetrator 

of the attack and blocked several roads in the area (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, 

January 7, 2024).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The scene of the shooting attack at the junction (Shehab X account, January 7, 2024) 

Counterterrorism activities  
!Since the beginning of the war, about 2,600 wanted Palestinians have been detained 

throughout Judea and Samaria, about 1,300 of them affiliated with the Hamas terrorist 

organization (IDF spokesperson, January 6, 2024). 

!In the early morning hours of January 7, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in the Jenin 

refugee camp. During the operation, a Border Police jeep was hit by a powerful IED. A Border 

Policewoman was killed and three other fighters were wounded. Israeli Air Force aircraft 

attacked a group of armed operatives who threw IEDs at the forces, killing six armed 

Palestinians (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 7, 2024). 

!The Jerusalem Brigades’ Jenin Battalion claimed responsibility for detonating the IED in the 

early morning hours and noted that its operatives had engaged in battles and exchanges of 

fire with the Israeli security forces (Shehab X account, January 7, 2024). The Palestinian media 

reported seven fatalities after one of the wounded died of his injuries several hours later 

(Wafa, January 7, 2024). Following the events, the Palestinian organizations in Jenin declared 

a general strike. Al-Jazeera TV correspondent reporting from the Jenin refugee camp said 

operatives of the armed organizations in the camp continued to exercise caution for fear of 
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the return of the Israeli forces or for fear that some of the forces remained on the ground (al-

Jazeera YouTube channel, January 7, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Right: The IED being detonated. Left: The jeep that was hit (Shehab X account, January 7, 2024) 

 

Friday Prayers 
!The Palestinian Department of Endowments in Jerusalem reported that 15,000 Muslims had 

participated in the Friday prayer on the Temple Mount on January 5, 2024, the largest number 

since the beginning of the war (Ma'an, January 5, 2024). Hamas issued an announcement in 

response to Israel's security measures in the Old City of Jerusalem and around the Temple 

Mount, saying that the security forces' acts of aggression against Palestinian worshippers and 

the fact that they had been preventing them from going to al-Aqsa Mosque for 13 consecutive 

Fridays were arbitrary "Nazi behavior" and a blatant attack on the holy sites and freedom of 

worship. Hamas called on the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Arab League 

to take responsibility for defending Jerusalem and al-Aqsa Mosque from the danger of 

Judaization and preventing Israeli violations against the Islamic and Christian holy sites 

(Palinfo, January 5, 2024). 

! After Friday prayers, marches were reportedly held in a number of cities in Judea and 

Samaria in support of the Gaza Strip and the “resistance” and in protest of the assassination 

of Saleh al-‘Arouri (al-Araby al-Jadeed, January 5, 2024; Hurriya News, January 5, 2024).  
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Right: March in the village of ‘Aroura (al-Araby al-Jadeed, January 5, 2024). Left: March in 
Ramallah attended by PLO Executive Committee member Ramzi Rabah 

 (PALDF X account, January 5, 2024) 

Mourning tent for Saleh al-‘Arouri 
!A mourning tent was erected in the Jenin refugee camp in memory of Saleh al-‘Arouri. 

Speaking at the scene, senior Hamas terrorist Abd al-Jabbar Jarrar said "Israel's crimes" 

would not break the Palestinians' willpower and would not weaken their desire to resist. He 

added that Israel was under the illusion that al-‘Arouri's assassination would end the 

"resistance." Jarrar stressed that killing al-‘Arouri would be a curse on Israel, because every 

time a leader was killed, he returned in the form of a rocket, bomb or plane, frightening Israel 

and its residents. According to Jarrar, al-‘Arouri was one of the founders of the al-Qassam 

Brigades in Judea and Samaria and had a large fingerprint on “resistance” activity, and Israel 

was witness to his actions (Hurriya News, January 5, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mourning tent. Jarrar is the one leaning on a crutch (Shehab X account, January 5, 2024) 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 
! Nabil Abu Rudeina, spokesman for Mahmoud Abbas' office, said in a statement that Israel 

was escalating its aggression against the Palestinians and carrying out a "genocide" in the 

Gaza Strip. At the same time, Israel was engaged in the secret annexation of Judea and 

Samaria by increasing the number of settlements. Israel's policy violated all international 
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laws, and the future of the Palestinians would be determined solely by the Palestinian people 

and not by any other external entity. Abu Rudeina called on the American administration to 

intervene immediately and compel Israel to immediately stop its aggression, because its 

continuation would drag the region into an uncontrollable situation (Wafa, January 6, 2024).  

! PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh met with James McGoldrick, the UN 

coordinator for humanitarian affairs in Judea and Samaria, to discuss the dire 

humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip and the need to increase humanitarian aid and 

expedite its arrival. Shtayyeh noted that they called for the presence of UN teams in 

Palestinian refugee camps to monitor and prevent Israel's activity. He said Israel was 

attacking the refugee camps to ignite the situation in Judea and Samaria (Muhammad 

Shtayyeh’s Facebook page, January 4, 2024). 

! British Foreign Secretary David Cameron spoke with Riyadh al-Maliki, PA foreign 

minister. Cameron criticized statements by Israeli government officials calling for the 

displacement of Gaza residents to a third country in violation of their rights. He also stressed 

the urgent need for humanitarian aid in Gaza. Al-Maliki thanked him for rejecting statements 

such as the "ideas" Israeli Defense Minister Gallant presented regarding the "day after," and 

claimed that they were not worthy of consideration because they lacked any political logic, 

long-term vision, and understanding of the issue of sovereignty. The two agreed to continue 

working for a ceasefire (PA foreign ministry Telegram channel, January 6, 2024). 

 

 

Iran 
! Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi said at the funeral ceremony of those killed in the attack 

near the grave of Qassem Soleimani in Kerman, that the end of Operation al-Aqsa Flood would 

be the end of the "Zionist regime." He noted that although 90 days had passed since the 

beginning of the war, Israel was unable to confront the "resistance in Palestine," and that the 

world was now more than ever on the side of “Palestine” and against the "Zionist regime." He 

praised former Qods Force commander Qassem Soleimani, saying that he and the "resistance 

forces" had blocked the American plan to establish another "Israel" in the region (IRNA, 

January 5, 2024). 
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! Hossein Salami, IRGC commander, said at the ceremony that Operation al-Aqsa Flood 

proved its ability to defeat the "Zionist regime," which adopted a policy of "from the Nile to 

the Euphrates" and wanted to bury the Palestinian nation. He said there was no longer a safe 

place for Israel on the land of Palestine and that "the Zionist authorities had no way to escape 

the destructive swamp" and would be defeated whether they remained there or left (Tasnim, 

January 5, 2024). 

! Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian spoke with his Syrian counterpart, 

Faisal al-Miqdad. Al-Miqdad expressed condolences to the families of those killed in the 

attack in Kerman. They also discussed "the recent terrorist attacks of the Zionist regime in 

Syria and Lebanon, the latest developments in Palestine, and the Zionist regime's aggression 

against Gaza" (ISNA, January 4, 2024). 

! The foreign minister spoke with Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, the prime 

minister and foreign minister of Qatar. They discussed the attack in Kerman, the 

implications of the killing of Saleh al-‘Arouri in Beirut on the negotiations mediated by Qatar, 

and the latest developments in Gaza, the Bab al-Mandeb Strait and the Red Sea. They 

reiterated the need for an immediate end to the "killing of Gaza residents by the Zionist 

regime," preventing the "forced displacement" of Palestinians, lifting the siege and 

transferring humanitarian aid, medicine and food to the Gaza Strip (ISNA, January 5, 

2024). Abdollahian also spoke with French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna to discuss 

regional developments and the possibility that the war would spread (IRNA, January 6, 2024). 

! Ismail Qaani, commander of the Qods Force, sent a letter of condolence to Ismail 

Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, following the assassination of Saleh al-‘Arouri. 

The letter stated that "the enemy and the Zionists want to assassinate the leaders of the 

resistance to cover up their heavy defeat in Gaza and the West Bank" and that al-‘Arouri had 

reached the rank of shaheed at a time when the campaign against the enemy in Judea and 

Samaria was heating up (Tasnim, January 7, 2024). 

Pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq 
! The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for several drone attacks against the 

American bases in Syria and Iraq, including an attack on two bases, al-Tanf and al-Shadadi in 

Syria; Harir base in Erbil in northern Iraq; and a base in the al-Omar oil field in Syria (Islamic 

Resistance Telegram channel, January 5-6, 2024). 
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!According to the Nujaba movement, the attacks on January 6, 2024, were carried out as a 

"blood revenge" of senior militia leader Abu Taqwa, who was killed on January 4, 2024, in an 

American attack (Nujaba movement Telegram channel, January 6, 2024). 

! On January 7, 2024, al-Jazeera reported that the Islamic Resistance in Iraq had claimed 

responsibility for attacking "a base of the Zionist enemy in the Golan Heights with a drone" 

(al-Jazeera, January 7, 2024). 

! Mohammad Kawtharani, in charge of Hezbollah's Iraq file, reportedly arrived in Baghdad 

and met with representatives of the militias in the country to begin implementing an 

escalation strategy of operations against the American forces in Iraq. The meeting was 

reportedly part of the implementation of the strategy discussed by Hezbollah Secretary 

General Hassan Nasrallah in his speech, according to which there was an opportunity to get 

rid of the American presence in Iraq (Jada Iran, January 6, 2024). 

Yemen 
! Brad Cooper, commander of the American Navy's Fifth Fleet, said an explosive Houthi 

vessel had been detonated in the Red Sea. He noted that it was a failed attack and that the 

vessel was not close enough to any American Navy ships or commercial ships to cause 

damage or casualties. He said so far there had been 25 Houthi attacks in the Red Sea and Gulf 

of Aden and that there were no signs the attacks were going to stop (Reuters, January 4, 2024). 

This was the first time the Houthis had used an unmanned vessel to carry out an attack since 

the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip. They had used such vessels in the past to fight the 

Saudi coalition forces. 

!Yahya Saria, spokesman for the Houthi armed forces, announced that they had carried 

out an attack against an American warship using a drone and that they had taken over a 

British-Israeli ship and led it to the port of Hudaydah (Houthi Armed Forces spokesman Yahya 

Saria’s X account, January 6, 2024). The United States Army Central Command (CENTCOM) 

reported that on the morning of January 6, 2024, the Houthis had launched a UAV towards the 

southern Red Sea. The USS LABOON intercepted the aircraft, and there were no casualties or 

damage reported (CENTCOM X account, January 6, 2024). 

! The British maritime security firm Ambrey announced that it had received a report of a 

security incident in the Bab al-Mandeb area of the Red Sea. The firm recommended that crew 

members minimize their movement on board (Reuters, January 6, 2024). The United Kingdom 

Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) said it had received a report of six small vessels 
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approaching a commercial vessel about 50 nautical miles southeast of the Yemeni city of 

Mocha. The authorities are reportedly investigating the incident and boats in the area have 

been advised to sail carefully and report any suspicious activity to the organization (UKMTO X 

account, January 6, 2024). 

! Abd al-Malik al-Houthi, leader of the Houthis in Yemen, praised the Houthis' activity as 

part of their support for the Palestinians, noting that the Yemeni front had become an effective 

and influential front against Israel. He mentioned the ballistic missiles and drones launched 

by the organization and the impact of the activity on Israel's economy and trade. Al-Houthi 

called on the Yemeni people to hold popular demonstrations and marches throughout the 

country, especially in the capital Sana’a, to express support for the Palestinians (Ansar Allah 

movement Telegram channel, January 4, 2024). 

! Mahdi al-Mashat, chairman of the Houthi movement's Supreme Political Council, said 

during a meeting with senior officials that "the crimes against our brothers in Palestine will 

not go unpunished” and that their 40 million fighters were prepared for fighting. He noted that 

they would continue to prevent the passage of Israeli ships or ships sailing towards Israeli 

ports until the aggression against the Gaza Strip ceased. Referring to the American attack 

against Houthi forces in the Red Sea on December 31, 2023, al-Mashat stressed that the 

"American crime" would not go unanswered and that the United States would pay an 

unprecedented price for it (Yemeni presidential office Telegram channel, January 6, 2024). 

!In an interview given to the BBC, Mohammad Ali al-Houthi, a member of the Houthi 

political bureau, claimed that the right to protect the Red Sea rested with them and not with 

the United States and that the United States was only looking for allies "to add fuel to the fire." 

He noted that any country that joined the American-led Operation Prosperity Guardian would 

lose its maritime security and its ships would become targets for them. He also attacked 

Bahrain, claiming that it was a defeated country that did not have complete independence, 

and threatened that if it acted against Yemen, it would respond accordingly. He called on all 

countries with access to the Red Sea to reach an agreement to remove foreign forces from the 

Red Sea and the Arabian Sea (al-Houthi’s X account, January 6, 2024). 

! Houthi spokesman Muhammad Abdeslam said that the Yemeni people did not threaten 

any country that did not attack them, and at the same time did not accept those who 

threatened them. He claimed what threatened the region and the countries of the 

Mediterranean basin was the Israeli cruelty and militarization of the sea carried out by the 
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United States on behalf of Israel. He stressed that the United States and its allies had to give 

up their arrogance and understand that attempts to subdue them by force would not yield 

results (Houthi spokesman’s X account, January 5, 2024). 

!Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, referred to the establishment of the 

American-led Prosperity Guardian naval force, saying that the United States' efforts on the 

issue, along with its opposition to all attempts by the international community to stop the 

war, exposed its full complicity and responsibility for the "genocide and massacre." Al-Rishq 

said the American administration had to reconsider its conduct vis-à-vis the Palestinian issue 

and that the will of the Palestinian people and “the resistance” would not be harmed by 

sympathy for Israel (Izzat al-Rishq's Telegram account, January 5, 2024). 

 

 

The Arab Arena 

Egypt  
! Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry spoke with French Foreign Minister Catherine 

Colonna about developments in the Gaza Strip and international efforts to secure 

humanitarian aid. Shoukry confirmed Egypt's total rejection of all measures and declarations 

encouraging the Palestinians to leave their lands. He stressed the necessity of fully 

implementing UN Security Council Resolution 2720.3 They also discussed developments in the 

Lebanese arena and the threats in the Red Sea, and warned of the dangers that the conflict 

would spread and stability would be undermined (al-Qahera, January 6, 2024). 

Qatar 
! Mohammed bin Abdulrahman, Qatari prime minister and foreign minister, spoke with 

Najib Mikati, Lebanon’s interim prime minister, to discuss the latest developments and the 

situation in the Gaza Strip and the Palestinian territories. Abdulrahman stressed the danger 

!
3 UN Security Council Resolution 2720 of December 22, 2023, was approved by 13 of the 15 council 
members (Russia and the United States abstained). The resolution calls for increased humanitarian 
assistance to the Gaza Strip, including the supply of fuel, food and medical supplies. It also demands 
that all border crossings into the Gaza Strip be opened for the entry of humanitarian aid, including the 
Kerem Shalom Crossing, and that the hostages be released and humanitarian access to them be 
allowed. 
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of attempts to lead Lebanon into a regional war and the need for the international community 

to act to stop Israel's violations (Qatari foreign ministry X account, January 5, 2024). 

 

The International Arena 
United States  
!The American Department of State is offering up to $10 million for providing information 

about five people who fund Hamas or information that would help disrupt Hamas’ financial 

mechanisms. The money will reportedly be paid, inter alia, for information on Hamas' sources 

of income, donors and institutions facilitating its transactions (American Department of State 

website, January 5, 2024). 

!American Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke by phone with Catherine Colonna, 

French foreign minister. The two discussed the importance of measures to prevent the 

conflict in the Gaza Strip from spreading, reduce tensions in the West Bank, and avoid 

escalation in Lebanon and Iran. They stressed the importance of minimizing harm to civilians 

in the Gaza Strip and reaffirmed the urgency of international coordination to ensure the arrival 

of humanitarian aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip. Blinken called for an immediate end to 

the Houthis' illegal attacks on commercial shipping in the Red Sea (American Department of 

State website, January 4, 2024). 

! Blinken arrived on a tour to the Middle East. He began the tour in Turkey, where he met with 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo!an and discussed developments in the Gaza Strip. 

Blinken stressed the need to prevent the conflict from escalating, ensure the release of 

hostages, increase humanitarian aid and reduce civilian casualties. He also stressed the need 

to work for a broad and lasting regional peace that would ensure Israel's security and promote 

the establishment of a Palestinian state (Reuters, January 6, 2024). He also met with Turkish 

Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan (Turkish foreign ministry X account, January 6, 2024). 

! In Amman, Blinken met with King Abdullah II of Jordan. King Abdullah stressed Jordan's 

rejection of the forced expulsion of Palestinians in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip and the 

attempts to separate the Gaza Strip from Judea and Samaria. He said the violent acts against 

Palestinians and the violations at the Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem carried out 

by the extremist settlers were unacceptable and had to be dealt with before it led to an 
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explosion in the situation in the region (Petra News Agency, January 7, 2024). Blinken also met 

with Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman al-Safadi (al-Mamlaka, January 7, 2024). 

France 
! French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna addressed the issue of the day after the war, 

saying that the Gaza Strip was Palestinian, and its future did not depend on Israel. She also 

said the principles of international law had to be respected, and that the calls to settle the 

residents of Gaza outside the Strip were irresponsible (CNN, January 5, 2024). 

India 
!Two ships were reportedly attacked on the evening of January 4, 2024, in the Indian Ocean, 

and no one claimed responsibility for the attack. The identities of the two ships were also not 

revealed (al-Mayadeen, January 5, 2024). 

 

Global Jihad 
 ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack in Iran 

!ISIS issued a statement claiming responsibility for the attack on January 4, 2024, near the 

grave of Qassem Soleimani, commander of the IRGC's Qods Force in Kerman, on the memorial 

day marking four years since his death. A total of 91 people were killed in the attack. ISIS noted 

that it was a suicide bombing attack carried out by two suicide bombers who blew themselves 

up 20 minutes apart. It was noted that the attack killed and wounded about 300 people. The 

statement ended with the words, "Let the infidel [Shi'ite] rejectionists know that the jihad 

fighters are ambushing them and their plans" (Telegram, January 4, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: ISIS's claim of responsibility for the attack in Iran. Left: The two perpetrators of the 
attack (Telegram, January 4, 2024) 
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ISIS spokesman calls for attacks on Jews and their allies 
everywhere 

! On January 4, 2024, ISIS's al-Furqan Foundation published a statement made by ISIS 

spokesman Abu Hudhaifa al-Ansari, who called for attacking Jews and their Christian allies 

and Arab regimes everywhere, against the background of the war in the Gaza Strip. He noted 

that the struggle against the Jews was a religious rather than a national one, and that 

"Muslims must fight the Jews because they are Jews, infidels who do not believe in Allah, who 

fought the prophets, showed hostility to the Muslims, and defiled al-Aqsa Mosque and 

Palestine."  

!He called on the Palestinians to fight for the application of Sharia, not for national or other 

ideology, and not in cooperation with the Khomeinist-Ikhwani alliance (i.e., the collaboration 

between the Iranian regime and Hamas). He slandered the Shi’ites and said the Iranian regime 

wanted the Palestinians to be nothing more than a pawn in its hands. He spoke out against 

Iran and Hezbollah against the backdrop of the war in Gaza, which, he claimed, proved that 

the "rejectionist infidels" (Shi'ites) exploited the Palestinian factions for their own interests, 

not the other way around. 

!He added that the campaign against the Jews was more against their allies than against the 

Jews themselves, including the Arab regimes, and called to attack the Christians in the United 

States and Europe (the "Crusaders") and the Arab regimes, and to help Muslims financially for 

their brothers in "Palestine" (Telegram, January 4, 2024). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audiotape of Abu Hudhaifa al-Ansari's statement (Telegram, January 4, 2024) 
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Overview1 
!The combat arena: The IDF forces continued their integrated ground maneuver in the Gaza 

Strip, focusing on the Khan Yunis area, where they expanded the activity to neighborhoods in 

the east of the city. In Shejaiya in the northern Gaza Strip, the forces destroyed Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad (PIJ) terrorist facilities. The Palestinian media reported heavy fighting and 

airstrikes mainly in the Khan Yunis area There was sporadic rocket fire, for which the 

Jerusalem Brigades, the PIJ's military-terrorist wing, claimed responsibility. 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,300 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 510 of them soldiers and officers; 132 civilian 

and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip,; 

121 hostages have been returned to Israel. Sources in Hamas reiterated that for the present 

the negotiations would not be renewed. 

!The Gaza Strip: There were reports of a dire medical situation, the result of the large number 

of casualties and the inability of the hospitals, some of which are closed, to admit them. There 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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were also reports of overcrowding in the Rafah area and a shortage of supplies and 

humanitarian aid. The death of three journalists (one of them Ahmed Yassin's grandson) 

provoked angry reactions and claims that Israel deliberately attacks media personnel.  

!The northern arena: Hezbollah continued to attack IDF positions and towns on the border. 

Hezbollah responded with satisfaction to the IDF spokesperson's report of damage to the 

base in Mount Meron, claiming the attack on the base was the first response to the killing of 

Saleh al-'Arouri. In the IDF attack in south Lebanon on January 8, 2024, a commander of 

Hezbollah's elite Radwan force was killed. Due to the tense situation, the Lebanese minister 

of education announced the suspension of studies in schools in south Lebanon. 

!Judea and Samaria: There was a vehicle ramming attack at the Ras Biddu checkpoint near 

Jerusalem. A Palestinian girl was killed during the pursuit of the terrorists who carried out the 

attack. Mahmoud Abbas met with the President of Egypt. 

!The pro-Iranian militias: The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for launching 

a long-range missile at Haifa a few days ago. It also announced the launch of a missile at the 

Golan Heights. Meanwhile, the attacks on American military bases in Syria and Iraq continued. 

The Combat Arena 
!The Palestinian media reported IDF attacks had killed 73 and wounded 99 during the past 

day (Ma'an, January 8, 2024). They also reported heavy airstrikes in the al-Manara 

neighborhood in southeast Khan Yunis and heavy exchanges of fire between IDF forces and 

"members of the resistance" [terrorist operatives] in the area of Qizan al-Najjar, southeast of 

Khan Yunis. In addition, heavy exchanges of fire took place in the al-Maghazi and al-Nuseirat 

areas in the central Gaza Strip, where the IDF fired shells (QudsN X account, January 8, 2024). 

!The northern Gaza Strip: For several days, combined IDF forces have been operating in 

Shejaiya to destroy PIJ terrorist facilities. During the operation in eastern Shejaiya, a shaft 

was located which led to a tunnel and a missile launcher was located nearby. In northern 

Shejaiya, the forces found large quantities of weapons, training booklets and combat 

instructions for the October 7 attack, in and near the house of Ahmed Samera, director of the 

PIJ's tunnel project in northern Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024). During 

activities in the Daraj-Tufah neighborhoods, the forces located a strategic Hamas shaft that 

led to a 100-meter tunnel containing a site for the manufacture of weapons (IDF 

spokesperson, January 7, 2024). 
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The tunnel located near Ahmed Samera's house (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Destruction of tunnels in the Shejaiya area (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IDF forces in the northern Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024) 

!The central Gaza Strip: In the al-Maghazi refugee camp, a fighter jet attacked a weapons' 

warehouse where long-range rockets were stored (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024). 

!The southern Gaza Strip: In Khan Yunis, dozens of terrorists were killed and more than 100 

terrorist targets were destroyed, including observation posts, anti-tank posts, and several 

shafts and tunnels, as well as a Hamas operational headquarters linked to the October 7 

attack and massacre. A large quantity of weapons was located, some of which were hidden in 

UNRWA sacks. (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024). In support of the fighting forces, on the 
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night of January 7, 2024, about 30 terrorist targets were attacked in Khan Yunis, including 

tunnels, terrorist facilities and munitions warehouses (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photos found in a school area documenting the weapons training of school students 
 (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Identifying terrorists in the Khan Yunis area in an area where they launched rockets at 
Israel. Left: Eliminating the terrorists (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weapons found in UNRWA sacks (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024) 

!A correspondent named Isma'il Abu Amr reported that the IDF forces had expanded their 

activities in the Khan Yunis area and were already in the Jorat al-Lout and Qizan al-Najjar area, 

southeast of Khan Yunis, where there was a heavy exchange of fire, including IDF shelling 

(QudsN X account, January 8, 2024). 
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Isma'il Abu Amr reports from the Nasser Hospital building in Khan Yunis about the penetration 
of IDF forces into the southeastern area of the city (QudsN X account, January 8, 2024) 

!A correspondent for al-Ghad TV reported a tense silence in Rafah after the IDF attacks in the 

last day and a number of casualties. He reported a shortage of gasoline, claiming vehicles 

were being fueled with cooking oil (al-Ghad TV, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: An al-Ghad TV correspondent reports from Rafah (al-Ghad TV, January 8, 2024). Left: A 
call for residents of the al-Maghazi refugee camp to evacuate immediately to safe locations in 

Deir al-Balah (Paltoday, January 8, 2024) 

Palestinian reactions to the fighting 
!Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan held a press conference in Beirut where he claimed 

the "resistance" [terrorist operatives] was still "holding on to its land" and continued to fight. 

The rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip, which Israel had pledged to stop them from being 

launched, continued hitting the heart of Israel every day, proving once again that "all the 

power" was in the hands of the "resistance" [terrorist organizations]. He claimed Israel had 

withdrawn from the northern area of the Gaza Strip and its forces remained only in the 

western outskirts of Beit Lahia. He also claimed the IDF forces had left without achieving any 

of their goals, they had not destroyed the forces, eliminated Hamas or rescued any hostages, 

but only [brought back] bodies. As for the southern Gaza Strip, Khan Yunis and the central 

camps, Hamdan claimed seven IDF brigades were fighting in the region, and so far, they had 
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achieved nothing on the ground compared to Israel's declared goals (al-Jazeera YouTube 

channel, January 7, 2024). 

Rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip  
!The Jerusalem Brigades, the PIJ's military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for launching 

rocket barrages at Nahal Oz, Sufa and Holit (Paltoday Telegram channel, January 7, 2024). 

During the night, they announced that at "Bahaa's 9 p.m." [the time when the PIJ under the 

command of Bahaa Abu al-Atta used to launch rockets] they launched a barrage of rockets at 

Sderot, Nir Am and other towns and villages surrounding Gaza (Paltoday Telegram channel, 

January 7, 2024). 

 Israeli casualties 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,300 Israeli people 

have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 510 of them are soldiers and 

officers (of whom 175 have been killed since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 

October, 2023); 132 civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist 

organizations in the Gaza Strip,; 121 hostages have been returned.  

The issue of the hostages 
!Senior Hamas terrorist Mahmoud Mardawi said that because Hamas would not allow the 

ongoing killings and massacres to be used to exert pressure [on Hamas], everything related 

to negotiations with Israel had been stopped. He added that their requirements and 

conditions were clear and had been known from the beginning, and they currently were not 

contacting anyone about proposals or initiatives. He reiterated that after a ceasefire and 

Israel's withdrawal from the Gaza Strip there would be a return to negotiations through the 

mediators according to the [resistance's] agenda and the goals they set and intended to 

achieve (Arab World Press News Agency (AWP), January 8, 2024). 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 
!The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as 1:50 p.m., 

January 8, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 23,084 and the 

number of wounded at 58,926 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 8, 2023). 
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!The death in an airstrike of Ali Salem Abu Ajwa, grandson of Hamas founder Ahmed Yassin, 

was reported on social media. Abu Ajwa was an operative in the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades, 

Hamas' military-terrorist wing (X account of Hassan bin Basher al-Jaloudi, January 7, 2024; X 

account of Tariq Hamdi, January 7, 2024). He worked as a photojournalist for the Fourth 

Authority, which defines itself as "an independent Palestinian news agency" (Safa X account, 

January 7, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Right: Ali Abu Ajwa (Ali Abu Ajwa's X account, May 26, 2022). Left: Ali Abu Ajwa wearing a press 
vest (Safa X account, January 7, 2024) 

!The Palestinian media reported the death of journalists in the Gaza Strip, one of whom was 

Hamza al-Dahdouh, son of the journalist Wa'el al-Dahdouh. They were allegedly killed by an 

Israeli attack on their vehicle north of Rafah. Hamas claimed the attack on the journalists was 

a deliberate war crime whose objective was to threaten journalists and prevent them from 

reporting the "truth" and covering the "crimes." Hamas called on human rights organizations 

to document the crimes against the press and prosecute Israel (Hamas Telegram channel, 

January 7, 2024). 

!The PIJ strongly condemned the [alleged] "continued assault on journalists and media 

personnel," claiming the "crimes" would not go unpunished (PIJ media information bureau 

Telegram channel, January 7, 2024). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  
!Senior Hamas terrorist Osama Hamdan held a press conference in Beirut where he 

reviewed the situation in the Strip. He claimed so far, the number of dead had reached 29,722, 

including 10,000 children and 7,000 women, there were 58,166 injured people and more than 

7,000 were missing. That meant 4% of the population of the Gaza Strip were dead, missing or 

injured. He added that more than 1.9 million Palestinians had been displaced from their 

homes and about 70% of the civilian facilities and infrastructure in the Gaza Strip had been 
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destroyed. Thirty hospitals had stopped operating and 53 medical facilities had been 

destroyed. He claimed that "Israel's [alleged] crimes" also included the killing of 109 media 

personnel, the latest of whom were Hamza al-Dahdouh, the son of Wa'el al-Dahdouh, Mustafa 

Thuraya and Ali Abu Ajwa (the grandson of Ahmed Yassin). He claimed it was an Israeli attempt 

to silence those who "report the truth." He also claimed Israel was committing crimes by 

destroying archeological sites in the Gaza Strip "in a desperate attempt to erase Palestinian 

culture and heritage." According to Hamdan, more than 200 archaeological and heritage sites 

of the 325 sites in the Gaza Strip had been destroyed, including mosques, churches, schools, 

museums, ancient houses and various heritage sites (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 7, 

2024). 

!Adnan Abu Hasna, spokesman for UNRWA in the Gaza Strip, said the situation in Rafah 

was "on the brink of an explosion" because of the crowding in the city. He said the number of 

residents in Rafah, which initially had 250,000 inhabitants, had reached two million people 

living in tents. He said in his opinion it was a second Palestinian nakba [catastrophe] and there 

was currently no available space in Rafah which could accommodate more displaced persons. 

That was why, he said, residents erected tents wherever possible on the street. Regarding the 

humanitarian aid entering the Gaza Strip, he said it did not meet the needs of the residents, 

because what came in today was only about 6-7 % of the residents' needs (Watan, January 7, 

2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Displaced persons from the Deir al-Balah area erect tents in the Rafah area 
 (Wafa YouTube channel, January 7, 2024) 

!It was reported that to meet the needs of the population, residents set up stalls to sell goods 

in UNRA shelter centers. The stall owners stated that prices were high and there was a 

shortage of various types of flour (Wafa YouTube channel, January 7, 2024). 
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Stalls in UNRA shelter centers in the Gaza Strip (Wafa YouTube channel, January 7, 2024) 

!Bassam Na'im, a senior Hamas terrorist and former minister of health in the Hamas 

administration, was interviewed by the Iranian Mehr News Agency.2 He related to the public 

health situation in the Gaza Strip. He said the public health sector was essentially 

governmental, but there were also private institutions. He said the government health sector 

oversaw about 12 hospitals and there were 60 non-government and private hospitals. In the 

northern Gaza Strip, about 35 government, non-government and private hospitals were not 

functioning, either because of the attacks or because of Israel's tight blockade, which 

prevented aid from being delivered. He claimed the medical sector in the northern Gaza Strip 

could not provide service to the residents. A few hospitals were still operating in the southern 

Gaza Strip, but some of them had been attacked and only a small amount of the medicines 

reached them through international organizations, so they could not provide adequate 

service for the 50,000 wounded Gazans. The occupancy in the hospitals in the southern Gaza 

Strip was more than 400%, that is, four times the maximum normal situation, and therefore 

they were unable to provide services. Due to the situation, many new diseases had begun to 

spread, including infectious diseases, dermatological problems, and childhood and other 

diseases. He also noted that many Palestinians were disappointed with the very limited 

support of countries around the globe or sometimes with indifference from some Arab and 

Muslim countries (Mehr Agency in Arabic, January 6, 2024). 

!Al-Arabi TV reported on a local initiative of Palestinian journalists to clean and organize 

Shuhadaa al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, due to the high number of casualties in the district 

and the hospital's heavy load (al-Arabi YouTube channel, January 8, 2024). 

 

!
2 The interview was conducted in Iran, at an unknown date. Bassam Na'im participated in the Tehran 
Conference on December 20, 2023. 
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Palestinian journalists clean and organize Reception at Shuhadaa al-Aqsa hospital in Deir al-

Balah (al-Arabi YouTube channel, January 8, 2024) 

 
 

The Northern Arena 

Hezbollah attacks 
!Hezbollah continued attacking IDF positions and concentrations of forces on the northern 

border. Over the past day Hezbollah claimed responsibility for 12 anti-tank missile, rocket 

and Burkan rocket attacks (Telegram channel of the combat information, January 7-8, 

2024). 

!IDF fighters attacked a terrorist cell in the area of Marwahin. The IDF also attacked a number 

of Hezbollah military-terrorist in the areas of Lavona, Majdal Zoun and Bint Jbeil in south 

Lebanon with fighter jets. In some instances, secondary explosions were detected, indicating 

the presence of weapons. The IDF also intercepted a hostile aerial target that entered Israeli 

territory from Lebanese territory in the Ibn Menachem area (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 

2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attacks on Hezbollah military buildings and terrorist facilities 
 (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024) 
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Right: Attack on a Hezbollah military compound. Left: Attack on a Hezbollah launch site and 
infrastructure (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024) 

!Ali Shoeib, a correspondent for the al-Manar network, published a photo following three 

Israeli airstrikes on targets in the Aita al-Sha'ab area, about one and a half kilometers 

northeast of Shtula (Ali Shoeib's X account, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Israeli airstrikes on targets in the Aita al-Sha'ab area (Ali Shoeib's X account, January 8, 2024) 

Hezbollah attacks the IDF base on Mount Meron 
!On January 6, 2024, Hezbollah launched a barrage of anti-tank missiles and rockets from 

south Lebanon at the IDF base on Mount Meron. A day after the attack, the IDF spokesperson 

confirmed it had caused damage to the base, but had not interrupted the functioning of the 

aerial defense system, since all systems were backed up (IDF spokesperson, January 7, 2024). 

!Hezbollah stated that the attack was part of the "initial response to the crime of elimination" 

of Saleh al-'Arouri and his "associates" [other senior terrorist operatives] in the Dahiyeh, the 

Hezbollah Shi'ite stronghold in south Beirut (Telegram channel of the combat information 

arm, January 6, 2024).  

!The results of the attack were praised by Shi'ite figures: 

!Nabih Berri, the speaker of the Lebanese Parliament and leader of the Amal 

Party, said that Israel had understood the message and that Israel's craziness of the 
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past two days was an expression of the pain Israel was experiencing (al-Mayadeen, 

January 7, 2024).  

! Hashem Safi al-Din, the chairman of Hezbollah's Executive Council, gave a speech 

in Nabatieh where he said that when Israel attacked Saleh al-'Arouri it wanted to 

achieve a goal but also to convey a message to the "resistance." He claimed it was both 

natural and necessary for them to respond, otherwise Israel would have thought that 

Hezbollah was weak and had been deterred. He claimed the attack on the IDF base in 

Mount Meron was an initial response and that there would be further responses. He also 

stated that the attack had sent several messages, and since it is a support site for the 

Israeli Air Force, which attacked in the Dahiyeh, it was a direct message. He stated that 

no base could hide from the "resistance's" missiles and capabilities, and all Israeli sites 

were within missile range (al-Nashra, January 7, 2024). 

!Mohammad Ra'ed, chairman of the Hezbollah faction in the Lebanese 

Parliament, said in a speech that if Israel wanted to start a war against Lebanon, it had 

to know that they would "take it all the way." He said that despite the delegations 

arriving in Lebanon to "open a door to the end of the war," they would not discuss any 

issue unless Israel stopped its "aggression" in the Gaza Strip and against Lebanon (al-

Nashra, January 7, 2024). 

Fatalities in the incidents 
!In an aerial attack attributed to Israel on a car in Khirbet Salem in south Lebanon (about ten 

kilometers from the Israeli-Lebanese border), Wissam Hassan al-Tawil (Hajj Jawad), a 

Hezbollah commander, and another person who was in the vehicle with him were killed (Sky 

News, January 8, 2024). Al-Tawil was reportedly a field commander in the Radwan Force and 

the nephew of Hussein Hani al-Tawil, killed in Syria on October 17, 2023 (al-Jazeera and 

Kataib, January 8, 2024). Hezbollah officially announced his death, noting that he had been a 

field commander in the organization (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, 

January 8, 2024).  
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Right: The damaged vehicle in which al-Tawil apparently traveled (Sky News, January 8, 2024). 
Left: Hezbollah's notice of his death (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram channel, 

January 8, 2024) 

Residents of South Lebanon 
! Dr. Abbas al-Halabi, the Lebanese minister of education, announced the closure of 

elementary schools, high schools, institutes and official and private vocational schools in the 

border area of south Lebanon. The directors of educational institutions in all the districts of 

south Lebanon and al-Nabatieh were given the decision whether to open or close them in 

accordance with security and military developments, so that students and teachers would not 

be exposed to danger (Lebanese News Agency, January 7, 2024). 

Beirut Airport shutdown 
!On the evening of January 7, 2024, it was reported that a cyberattack at Rafik Hariri 

International Airport in Beirut disrupted the baggage systems. A message against Hezbollah 

and Iran appeared on the screens, signed by a group identified as the Soldiers of God (Junud 

al-Rab). According to the message, Rafik Hariri Airport did not belong to Hezbollah and Iran. 

The message also said Hezbollah would be to blame if Lebanon found itself involved in a war, 

and accused Hezbollah of using the airport to deliver weapons (al-Mayadeen TV 

correspondent Bissan Tarraf’s X account, January 8, 2024). 

!Ali Hamia, Lebanon’s Hezbollah-affiliated minister of public works and transportation, 

announced that the security forces were continuing their activity to locate the source of the 

cyberattack. He said Lebanon's cybersecurity was seriously lacking in comparison with other 

countries around the globe (al-Hadath, January 8, 2024). 
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Right: The message that appeared on the screens (al-Mayadeen TV correspondent Bissan 
Tarraf’s X account, January 8, 2024) Left: Two Junud al-Rab operatives, who deny any 

connection (lebannews Instagram account, January 7, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screens turned off at Beirut airport (al-Hadath X account, January 8, 2024) 

!The internal security forces reportedly went into action to implement an alternative plan 

which would allow normal traffic. It was later reported that the screens at the airport had 

resumed operation and that according to preliminary information, it was "an internal action 

by an employee and not an external breach" (al-Nashra, January 7, 2024). 

Syria  
! According to a "security source," the attack on the vehicle in the Albukamal area on the 

Syrian-Iraqi border on the morning of January 7, 2024, was carried out by a drone which 

launched several missiles; no casualties were reported (Iraqi al-Rabia Network, January 7, 

2024). 

 

Judea and Samaria 

Terrorist attacks  
!On January 7, 2024, a vehicle ramming attack was carried out at the Ras Biddu Crossing 

(north of Jerusalem) in which a Border Policewoman was wounded. A Palestinian vehicle 
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driven by a man with a woman passenger accelerated toward Border Police fighters after they 

had previously checked and released a Palestinian vehicle. The soldiers shot at the vehicle 

that was speeding up toward them, killing the man and the woman next to him. A Palestinian 

baby girl who was traveling in another vehicle was killed in the shooting. A knife was found in 

the ramming vehicle. The death of the Palestinian baby is under investigation by the police 

(Israeli media and Israel Police Force spokesman's unit, January 7, 2024). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The knife found in the vehicle (Israel Police Force spokesman's unit, January 7, 2024) 
 

!Following the vehicle ramming attack, the PIJ issued a statement claiming that "the 

premeditated killing of a man and his wife and a girl in another vehicle by IDF soldiers was yet 

another crime," in addition to Israel's war crimes against the Palestinians and evidence that 

Israel was [allegedly] waging "genocide, ethnic cleansing and the displacement of the 

Palestinians. The organization called on the Palestinians to escalate the "resistance" [terrorist 

attacks] by all means at the disposal (PIJ's information bureau Telegram channel, January 7, 

2024) 

Counterterrorism activities  
! Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities throughout Judea and 

Samaria, detaining 13 wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, 

more than 2,600 wanted Palestinians have been detained, including about 1,300 Hamas 

operatives (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 8, 2024).  

! On the morning of January 8, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in 'Azzun (east of 

Qalqilya). They detained wanted Palestinians, seized large quantities of weapons and 

destroyed IEDs found inside vehicles (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 8, 2024). 

In addition, the Israeli security forces operated in other areas, including Nablus, Ni'lin (west of 

Ramallah) and Hussan (west of Bethlehem) (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 

8, 2024).  
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Right: Palestinian photo documenting the entry of the Israeli forces into 'Azzun. Left: The 
moment of the controlled explosion in 'Azzun (QudsN X account, January 8, 2024) 

Mourning tent for Saleh al-‘Arouri 
! The national and Islamic forces in the Ramallah and al-Bireh district erected a mourning tent 

for one day in memory of Saleh al-‘Arouri (Shehab X account, January 7, 2024). The event 

included a speech by senior terrorist Ismail Haniyeh, chairman of Hamas' political bureau, 

and another speech, read out on behalf of Hamas in Judea and Samaria (Hurriya News, 

January 7, 2024). Abbas Zaki, a member of Fatah's Central Committee, also spoke at the event, 

as did Qadoura Fares, chairman of Fatah's Commission on Prisoners’ Affairs, who said al-

‘Arouri had turned the prisons into training camps for leaders, revolutionaries and "a 

revolution" (Palinfo, January 7, 2024). 

! Laila Ghannam, governor of the Ramallah and al-Bireh district, speaking at a condolence 

visit to Saleh al-‘Arouri's family in the village of ‘Aroura, stressed that all of "Palestine" was 

pained by the killing of Saleh al-'Arouri at the hands of the "treacherous occupation gangs," 

adding that the Palestinians had lost a "national leader who worked for Palestinian unity" 

(Laila Ghannam's Facebook page, January 3, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The mourning tent. Right: Abbas Zaki speaking. Left: Members of the Executive Committee 
Wassel Abu Yusuf and Ramzi Rabah, in addition to Abbas Zaki 

 (Abbas Zaki's Facebook page, January 7, 2024) 
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Condolence visit by the governor of Ramallah and al-Bireh district to the village of ‘Aroura 
 (Laila Ghannam’s Facebook page, January 3, 2024) 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 
! Mahmoud Abbas, PA chairman, met in Cairo with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. 

Abbas stressed that the only solution to the current escalation was "the end of the Israeli 

occupation and the establishment of a Palestinian state.” Also present at the meeting were 

Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO's Executive Committee, and Majed Faraj, head of 

General Intelligence (Wafa, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

Iran 
! Iraj Masjedi, senior advisor to the Qods Force commander, told a conference in Tehran 

that the strength of the "Islamic resistance forces" was growing daily. He said the Palestinians 

were currently fighting with missiles, but the day would come when they would acquire 

"defensive weapons" [apparently referring to air defense capabilities] and capabilities that 

would not allow Israel to bomb them (Tasnim, January 7, 2024). 

! Mohammad Bagheri, chief of staff of the Iranian armed forces, said that Operation al-

Aqsa Flood was a turning point in the sense that a group of fighters who were under full siege 

in the Gaza Strip, without means or contact with the outside, managed to plan and carry out 

such a large military operation and surprise an enemy with world-class capabilities and 

intelligence. He noted that the residents of the Gaza Strip continued to promote their goals, 

while many psychological problems were evident among the "Zionists" (Tasnim, January 8, 

2024). 

! Nasser Kanani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, speaking at his weekly press 

conference about American Secretary of State Antony Blinken's visit to the region, said that if 
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the United States and Western countries really wanted to solve the problem, stop the "war 

crimes of the Zionist regime" and prevent the expansion of the war in the region, they had to 

demonstrate their will in practice. He noted that the insecurity in the region stemmed from 

the presence of American military forces and the unconditional support of the United States 

for Israel. He added that the situation in the Red Sea was also connected to developments in 

Gaza, and that restoring conditions to their previous state required an end to the "crimes of 

the Zionist regime." Kanani also said Israel aspired to expand the war in the region and turn it 

into a regional and supra-regional war (Fars, January 8, 2024). 

Pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq 
! The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for attacking a "vital target in Haifa" 

with an al-Arqab long-range cruise missile. According to the organization, the launch 

was carried out several days ago. They stated that they would continue to attack Israel, and 

that they promised even more. The organization released a video documenting the missile 

launch (Iraqi Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, January 7, 2024). Hussein al-Mousawi, 

spokesman for the Iraqi al-Nujaba militia, which is part of the Islamic Resistance in Iraq, 

referred to the missile launch and said it was a clear message that the “axis of resistance” was 

not giving up its strategic goals in the region and that it had the ability to reach more distant 

areas. He said their goal was clear: confusing the American plan in the region and diverting 

Israel's attention from the Gaza Strip. He stressed that it was not a temporary target but a 

comprehensive system that opposed what the United States and Israel were doing (al-

Mayadeen, January 7, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The missile fired at Haifa (Islamic Resistance in Iraq Telegram channel, January 7, 2024) 

!In addition, the Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for attacking a military 

target in the Golan Heights (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, January 7, 2024). 
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!At the same time, Islamic Resistance activity against American bases in Syria and Iraq 

continued. The Islamic Resistance claimed responsibility for attacking the American base in 

Qasrak and a base in the al-Omar oil field in Syria (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, 

January 7, 2024). 

Yemen  
!United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) said it had received a report of two 

small vessels approaching a commercial vessel about 50 nautical miles southeast of the 

Yemeni city of Mocha. It was also noted that no weapons were involved in the incident and 

that the ship and crew were intact (UKMTO X account, January 8, 2024). 

 

The Arab Arena 
Qatar  
! American Secretary of State Antony Blinken met in Doha with Tamim bin Hamad, Emir 

of Qatar. Also present at the meeting was Mohammed bin Abdulrahman, Qatari prime 

minister and foreign minister. The parties discussed the strategic relations between the two 

countries and the latest developments in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria. Bin Hamad 

stressed that an immediate ceasefire had to be pursued, civilians had to be protected, and 

humanitarian aid had to be brought into the Gaza Strip. He said it was necessary to de-

escalate the situation to ensure stability and security in the region (Qatar News Agency, 

January 7, 2024). 

!At a press conference held by Mohammed bin Abdulrahman with Antony Blinken after their 

meeting, Abdulrahman said they discussed the attempt to prevent the expansion of the 

conflict in the region. He noted that the recent events in Lebanon and Syria had been a 

violation of the sovereignty of the countries and that he condemned it. He noted the 

assassination of Saleh al-‘Arouri had complicated the negotiations for the release of the 

hostages. Regarding the situation in the Red Sea, he said a military solution to the situation 

was not the right solution. Antony Blinken said they were committed to working against the 

expansion of the conflict and would continue to protect maritime security in the region. He 

noted that Houthi attacks had caused a delay of more than 20% in international shipments 

(al-Jazeera, January 7, 2024). 
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! Mohammed al-Khulaifi, minister of state in the Qatari foreign ministry, said they were 

continuing to mediate on the war in the Gaza Strip, but that there was an impression that 

there was hysteria on the part of Israel stemming from a limited political horizon. He said they 

condemned the attacks that led to a large number of fatalities. He noted it could not be 

considered self-defense and was a blatant violation of international laws and agreements. 

Regarding the Lebanese issue, al-Khulaifi said Qatar was acting as part of international and 

regional efforts to help Lebanon overcome the presidential vacuum (al-Modon, January 7, 

2024). 

Jordan  
! King Abdullah II of Jordan, meeting with Rwandan President Paul Kagame, stressed the 

need for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, protecting civilians and ensuring an adequate and 

continuous supply of humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. He expressed appreciation for the 

contribution of Rwanda, which sent an aid plane to the Gaza Strip. The king stressed that the 

consequences of continuing the war in the Gaza Strip would be disastrous for everyone, which 

required pressure from all countries in the world. He reiterated Jordan's position of rejecting 

a solution of forced displacement of Palestinians and warned against acts of violence by 

"extremist settlers" against Palestinians in Judea and Samaria (Akhbar Hayat, January 7, 

2024). 

! Ayman al-Safadi, Jordanian foreign minister, said the Jordanian proposal was to deal 

with the situation in the Gaza Strip after stopping the aggression as part of a comprehensive 

plan based on the unity of the Gaza Strip, Judea, Samaria and east Jerusalem. He noted that 

they were working on a plan that included a clear goal, timing and steps to resolve the conflict 

based on the two-state solution, and they were coordinating with other Arab countries and 

partners in the international community. He said Jordan supported South Africa's lawsuit 

against Israel alleging genocide and would file a lawsuit with the tribunal to examine the issue 

within a few days (Petra, January 7, 2024). 
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Overview1 
!The southern arena: The IDF forces focused on fighting in the al-Bureij refugee camp in 

central Gaza Strip where they found a series of arms factories, including factories 

manufacturing long-range rockets. The sites were linked to a branching network of tunnels 

which were used to transport the weapons throughout the Gaza Strip. In the southern Gaza 

Strip, the IDF strengthened their hold on Khan Yunis and took control of additional 

neighborhoods in the south of the city. Senior Hamas figures criticized the Israeli defense 

minister's comments about the IDF's entry into the third phase of combat, claiming Israel had 

not achieved any of the goals it had set for itself in the combat. During the past day, terrorists 

launched two rocket barrages at Israel. The military wings arms of Hamas and the Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad (PIJ) claimed responsibility for the attacks.  

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,300 Israeli civilians 

and security personnel have been killed, 519 of them soldiers and officers; 132 civilian 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 

121 hostages have been returned to Israel. 

!The northern arena: Hezbollah continued attacking IDF posts and concentrations of forces 

on the northern border. On the morning of January 9, 2024, Hezbollah claimed responsibility 

for a UAV attack on a military headquarters in Safed. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq also 

claimed responsibility for the attack. In Syria, the IDF eliminated a senior Hamas terrorist 

operative who was responsible for attacking Israel with rockets launched from Syria. Iranian, 

Hamas and PIJ terrorists condemned the elimination of senior Hezbollah terrorist Wissam al-

Tawil in south Lebanon.  

!Judea and Samaria: A Palestinian terrorist carried out a stabbing attack near the settlement 

of Ateret (northwest of Ramallah). IDF forces continued their counterterrorism activities and 

the detention of Palestinians suspected of involvement in terrorist activity. 

!The United States: American Secretary of State Anthony Blinken continued his tour of the 

Middle East countries. He met with the heads of government in Saudi Arabia and the UAE and 

is expected to arrive in Israel. 

The Southern Arena 
!The Palestinian media reported IDF attacks in the west and south of the city of Khan Yunis, in 

the center of Deir al-Balah and in the al-Maghazi and al-Nuseirat refugee camps (Shehab X 

account, January 9, 2024). They reported 126 dead and 241 wounded in the past day of IDF 

attacks in the Gaza Strip (Ma'an, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024) 

!The central Gaza Strip: Operating in the al-Bureij refugee camp, the IDF forces located the 

largest lathe for the manufacture of rockets which has been uncovered so far. They found 

components for long-range rockets that can reach as far as northern Israel, mortar shells, IEDs 
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and ammunition. The lathe was connected to a branching network of tunnels which used to 

transport weapons to the battalions of Hamas' military wing deployed throughout the Gaza 

Strip. Additional underground sites were located for the production of long-range rockets, 

explosives, precision rockets, mortar shells, IEDs, small arms and UAVs. The forces took over 

a headquarters of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades' al-Bureij Battalion and located a 

surveillance facility (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Factories for the manufacture of weapons (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A surveillance facility (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024) 

!Hashem Zaqout, a correspondent for al-Jazeera TV in Rafah, reported heavy gunfire in the 

central Gaza Strip, especially in the al-Maghazi and al-Masdar area. He said there were many 

casualties and a considerable amount of damage had been done to buildings and 

infrastructure (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 9, 2024). 
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Right: Hashem Zaqout reports on the fighting in the central Gaza Strip (al-Jazeera YouTube 
channel, January 9, 2024). Left: An al-Jazeera TV presenter explains the IDF attacks in the 

central Gaza Strip (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 8, 2024) 

!The southern Gaza Strip: The IDF forces expanded the integrated ground maneuver in the 

heart of Khan Yunis. During the operation, 40 terrorists were eliminated, and a wide variety of 

weapons and important tunnel shafts were located (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024). 

! Ibrahim Qanan, correspondent for al-Ghad TV in Khan Yunis, broadcasting from Nasser 

Hospital in Khan Yunis, reported heavy IDF and Israeli Air Force attacks in Batn al-Sameen, 

Qizan Abu Rashwan and adjacent areas (south of Khan Yunis), and in Jorat al-Lout and Qizan 

al-Najjar (southeast of Khan Yunis). He said the IDF forces were expanding their ground 

maneuver in the Khan Yunis area and were in areas where there was a heavy exchange of fire 

with the "resistance fighters" [Palestinian terrorist operatives] (al-Ghad TV, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Air Force strikes on Khan Yunis (Shehab X account, January 8, 2024). Left: Al-Ghad TV 
correspondent Khan Yunis reports on the fighting situation (al-Ghad TV, January 9, 2024) 
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Attacking targets in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024) 

!Naval activity: During the past day, Israeli Navy forces attacked military posts, warehouses 

and vessels that were used by the naval force of Hamas' military wing (IDF spokesperson, 

January 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Israeli Navy attacks (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024) 

Palestinian reactions to the fighting 
!Hamas spokesmen related to statements made by Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant in an 

interview with The Wall Street Journal about the IDF's transition to the third phase of the war: 

!Senior terrorist Muhammad Nizal, a member of Hamas' political bureau, claimed 

that the talks about the third phase were the beginning of the end of the war, also 

because of the IDF's heavy losses, but it would take more time because Israel was 

looking for a picture of victory or a way out that would allow it to retire with grace. 

Regarding the IDF spokesperson's statements about dismembering Hamas' military 

wing in the northern Gaza Strip, he claimed it was one of the [alleged] lies told by Israel. 

He claimed Hamas' "military operatives" [terrorists] were moving very easily in the 

north of Gaza City and that rockets were being launched from the area, including at Tel 

Aviv (al-Jazeera Mubasher website, January 9, 2024). 
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!Senior Hamas figure Yusuf Hamdan! claimed the defense minister's statement was 

an attempt to market an illusion to Israeli society, and that [Israeli Defense Minister 

Yoav] Gallant spoke as if the second phase, or even the first, had achieved its goals. He 

claimed Gallant was expressing the disagreements within the Israeli government, 

because the war had not achieved any of its stated goals. He added that Gallant had 

gotten lost in Gaza, in the central district of the Gaza Strip, in Khan Yunis and along all 

the fighting axes. He falsely claimed that the pictures broadcast by the "resistance" 

[terrorist organizations] and the [so-called] "facts" on the ground "proved" that Israel 

was not achieving its goals. He added that the "resistance" [the Palestinian terrorist 

leaders hiding in the tunnels] had repeatedly emphasized it was prepared to confront 

Israel for long periods, it was proficient in waging urban warfare and could [allegedly] 

exhaust Israel (World Press News Agency (AWP), January 9, 2024). 

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip targeting Israel  
!On the afternoon of January 8, 2024, a barrage of between eight and ten rockets was 

launched towards central Israel and the Greater Tel Aviv area. No casualties or damage were 

reported. Hamas' military wing claimed the rockets had been launched in response to the 

"killing of civilians" (Telegram channel of Hamas in Judea and Samaria, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Rockets fired from Gaza towards the Greater Tel Aviv area 
 (al-Arabi YouTube channel, January 8, 2024) 

!On January 8, 2024, at 9 p.m. six rockets were launched at Sderot. The PIJ's military wing 

announced that at 9 p.m. it had launched rocket barrages at Sderot, Nir Am and other towns 

and villages surrounding the Gaza Strip (Paltoday Telegram channel, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

!
2 Possibly a reference to Hamas' representative in Algeria. 
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The residents of Gaza rejoice and cheer as rockets are fired at Israel (Shehab X account, January 
8, 2024) 

 Israeli casualties 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 approximately 1,300 Israeli people 

have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 519 of them are soldiers and 

officers (184 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 132 civilian 

and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 

121 hostages have been returned.  

The issue of the hostages 
!The Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades, Hamas' military wing, reported it had hindered an IDF 

attempt to free one of the hostages in the al-Bureij refugee camp after a special force 

infiltrated the site where Israel believed a hostage was being held. According to the military 

wing, they confronted the force, kept it from completing its mission and left dead and 

wounded. They also claimed that some of the special force's equipment was in their hands 

(Telegram channel of Hamas in Judea and Samaria, January 8, 2024. 

!Muhammad Nizal, a member of the Hamas political bureau, claimed that when Saleh al-

'Arouri was killed, the indirect negotiations had been at their peak, and Hamas had [allegedly] 

given its response to the Egyptian initiative to Egypt and Qatar, then al-'Arouri was killed and 

the negotiations stopped. He said that they would return to negotiations, but he did not know 

when. Asked if they were pinning their hopes on American Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 

Nizal said that the United States government was still part of the Israeli "war machine," and 

that an administration which sided completely with Israel could not be trusted. He said that 

so far, they had not received any message about a change in the American position. Regarding 

"the day after," he said that no one had spoken to Hamas, directly or indirectly, about Hamas' 
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not being part of the government. He claimed that Hamas would be an integral part of the 

administration in the Gaza Strip after the war (al-Jazeera Mubasher website, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 
Palestinian casualties 
!The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as 11:40 a.m., 

January 9, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 23,210 and the 

number of wounded at 59,167 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 9, 2023). 

Statements from senior Hamas terrorists  
!Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, gave a speech at a gathering of the 

International Union of Muslim Scholars in Doha, Qatar. He claimed there had been three 

"developments" which preceded Operation al-Aqsa Flood [the October 7, 2023, Hamas attack 

and massacre]: the marginalization of the Palestinian issue at the local and international level, 

the rise of an extremist Israeli government, and Israel's normalization of relations with Arab 

countries. He claimed the Palestinian people and the "resistance" [Palestinian terrorist 

organizations] decided that it was impossible to deal with the "developments" with 

traditional means, and they therefore waged Operation al-Aqsa Flood. He said that Hamas 

existed in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria, Jerusalem and the Palestinian dispersal and 

claimed it could not be eliminated. Regarding the hostages, he said that the only way for them 

to leave the Gaza Strip alive was the release of all their [terrorist] prisoners in Israel's prisons. 

Haniyeh also noted that the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip was dire and that Qatar's 

statement regarding the establishment of a coalition for humanitarian issues was exceptional 

and a promising start (Hamas Telegram channel, January 9, 2024). 

!Taher al-Nunu, advisor to Ismail Haniyeh, said in an interview that the response to the 

killing of Saleh al-'Arouri and other "activists" [senior terrorist operatives] was to escalate the 

"resistance" [anti-Israel terrorism], adding that Israel had to "understand" that it would pay a 

price for all its [alleged] crimes and that the killings would not bring it peace. He claimed that 

the leadership's decision was to escalate the "resistance" and to deliver "high-quality strikes" 

[mass killings] in the Gaza Strip, Judea, Samaria, and inside Israel so that Israel would pay the 

price for its [alleged] "crimes." He also noted that following the killing in the Gaza Strip and 
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the eliminations of members of the political leadership, Israel was saying that it had no red 

lines and nothing was prohibited, and therefore the "resistance" would have no red lines and 

"nothing would be forbidden to them in attacking Israel." He confirmed that Zaher Jabarin 

had replaced al-'Arouri as responsible for Judea and Samaria (al-Jadid TV YouTube 

channel, January 7, 2024). 

 

 

The Northern Arena 

Hezbollah attacks 
!Hezbollah continued attacking IDF posts and troop concentrations on the northern border, 

claiming responsibility for seven attacks using anti-tank missiles, rockets and UAVs 

(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 8 and 9, 2024). On January 8, 

2023, an anti-tank missile was launched from Lebanese territory towards the Mount Dov area, 

superficially wounding an IDF soldier (IDF spokesperson, January 8, 2024). 

!On the morning of January 9, 2024, a rocket hit a base in northern Israel. No casualties or 

damage were reported. IDF forces responded by attacking the source of the rocket fire with 

artillery (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024). Hezbollah claimed responsibility for attacking 

the IDF Northern Command base in Safed with UAVs, another "response" to the killing of Saleh 

al-'Arouri and senior Hezbollah terrorist Wissam Tawil (Hezbollah combat information 

Telegram channel, January 9, 2024). The Islamic Resistance in Iraq also claimed responsibility 

for the attack. 

!In response, IDF forces attacked a terrorist squad in Lebanese territory which was about to 

launch anti-tank missiles at Israel, a Hezbollah terrorist facility and other areas in Lebanese 

territory. An Israeli Air Force fighter jet destroyed a Hezbollah military-terrorist structure (IDF 

spokesperson, January 8, 2024). On the morning of January 9, 2024, fighter jets attacked 

terrorist facilities in Kafr Kila in south Lebanon (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024). 
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Attacking targets in south Lebanon (IDF website, January 9, 2024) 

!Ali Shoeib, a correspondent for the al-Manar network, published a photo of Israeli 

airstrikes in Kafr Kila, about a kilometer west of Metula, and noted that machine guns were 

fired at several neighborhoods in the town (Ali Shoeib's X account, January 9, 2024). Another 

report revealed that a three-story building was destroyed in an airstrike in Kafr Kila, but no 

casualties were reported (Fouad Khreiss' X account, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Airstrikes on targets in Kafr Kila (Ali Shoeib's X account, January 9, 2024) 

Hezbollah fatalities 
!On the morning of January 9, 2023, an Israeli UAV reportedly attacked a vehicle in al-

Ghanduriyah, in south Lebanon, approximately 13 km west of Metula. Three Hezbollah 

members were reportedly killed in the attack (Sawt Beirut International X account, January 9, 

2023). 

The killing of Wissam Hassan Tawil 
!According to the Hezbollah-affiliated al-Mayadeen TV channel, the method by which Wissam 

Tawil had been killed had not yet been definitively determined. Al-Mayadeen also claimed 

that the reports in Israel stating that he has been appointed commander of Hezbollah's 

Radwan Force were not true. However, he did play an important role in transferring military 



**!

"##$%&!

knowledge and experience to the Palestinian [terrorist] organizations, and participated in 

liberating Iraq from ISIS (al-Mayadeen, January 8, 2024). 

!Wissam Hassan Tawil, aka al-Hajj Jawad, was a senior terrorist in Hezbollah's elite 

Radwan Force. According to some sources, he commanded the Radwan Force, but had not 

officially been appointed for fear of becoming a target for Israel. He was born on September 

20, 1975 in Kherbet Selem in south Lebanon, was married and had four children. He joined 

Hezbollah in 1989, when he was only 14 years old. He was active in the construction and 

development of Hezbollah's training system and participated in many terrorist attacks. In 

April 1996 he was put in charge of patrolling the Tufah area. In 1999 he was seriously injured 

while participating in a terrorist attack in Sajd. After 2000, he participated in terrorist attacks 

on IDF posts on Mount Dov, and in 2006 he took part in the kidnapping of Ehud Goldwasser 

and Eldad Regev [which led to the outbreak of the Second Lebanon War]. When the Syrian 

Civil War broke out in 2011, he was one of the first to join the fight against the rebel 

organizations and commanded many operations. Tawil participated in many military training 

courses. After the start of Operation al-Aqsa Flood, he commanded many terrorist attacks on 

IDF forces along the Israel-Lebanon border. Reportedly, Hassan Nasrallah had praised him 

many times (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wissam Hassan Tawil (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 8, 2024)  
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Right: Wissam Tawil with Hassan Nasrallah. Left: With the late Qassem Soleimani, commander 
of the IRGC Qods Force (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 8, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wissam Tawil (center) with the late Imad Mughniyeh, Hezbollah's second in command (right) 
(Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 8, 2024)  

!Nasser Kanaani, spokesman for the Iranian foreign ministry, claimed that the [alleged] 

"terrorist actions of the Zionist regime" were the result of its "military weakness and 

helplessness and the blows it suffered on the battlefield, including in the Gaza Strip." He 

added that the "continuation of the Zionist regime's [alleged] war crimes" against the 

Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank, the violation of the sovereignty of Lebanon and Syria 

and its use of [alleged] "organized terrorism" constituted an immediate danger to regional 

and global peace and security. According to him, Israel and its supporters bore responsibility 

for the consequences of their terrorist acts (IRNA, January 8, 2024). 

!Hamas issued a statement offering condolences to the Lebanese people, the "brothers in the 

Islamic Resistance" and the leadership of Hezbollah on the death of commander Wassam 

Tawil, who died in a "cowardly killing" carried out by the IDF in south Lebanon while fulfilling 

his jihad duty in support of the Gaza Strip. Hamas claimed the [alleged] escalation of Israel's 

"aggression" and its attacks on "resistance" [terrorist] commanders in the various arenas 

would not deter the forces, which would continue to attack and make it pay the price for its 
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[alleged] "crimes and violations" (Hamas Telegram channel in Judea and Samaria, January 8, 

2024). 

!Mohammad Reza Gharaei Ashtiani, the Iranian defense minister, also claimed the killing 

of Tawil indicated Israel's failures (Fars, January 9, 2024). 

!Senior terrorist Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, sent his condolences to Hassan 

Nasrallah, the "activists" [terrorist operatives] of the Islamic "resistance" in Lebanon and the 

Lebanese people, claiming Tawil had had a great and honorable presence on the path of the 

"resistance," and especially in the "heroic confrontations" of Hezbollah "fighters" [terrorist 

operatives] on the south Lebanon front in defending the country, "Palestine" and its people. 

He claimed Wissam Tawil and his "Islamic resistance brothers" in Hezbollah proved "the unity 

of the resistance in all the arenas on the way to Jerusalem" (PIJ media information Telegram 

channel, January 8, 2024). 

!Hezbollah-affiliated Imad Marmal, a correspondent for the Lebanese daily al-

Joumhouria, published an article in which he claimed that by attacking a senior operative of 

the Radwan Force, Israel had raised the level of turmoil in the area and was pushing more and 

more in the direction of a military escalation that could develop into a full-scale war. He said 

that after the killing [of Tawil] Hezbollah had two possibilities. It could regard it as part of the 

war and respond accordingly, or regard it as a violation of the "rules of engagement" that 

required a different response. He also claimed that the killing of Tawil, after he had been 

linked to the attack on the IDF base in Mount Meron, "proved" how "painful" the attack had 

been for Israel. He said that while the recent killings should not be underestimated, people 

who knew the "resistance" [terrorist organizations] in the Gaza Strip and Lebanon understood 

that the killing made no change in the balance of forces on the ground and the "equations" of 

the conflict which has continued since October 7 (al-Joumhouria, January 9, 2024). 

The residents of south Lebanon 
!Sources close to the Lebanese government said that the number of displaced persons from 

south Lebanon since October 8 had reached more than 69,000 people. They also said that 

more than 28,000 of them were staying in the South Governorate in areas not subject to Israeli 

attacks (al-Araby al-Jadeed, January 8, 2024). 

The Lebanese government 
! Najib Mikati, prime minister of Lebanon's interim government, said in an interview that 

they had informed all parties of their willingness to enter negotiations to achieve long-term 
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stability in south Lebanon and along Israel's northern border, and to adhere to international 

resolutions and Resolution 1701. However, he said, they were receiving warnings of 

destruction and war against Lebanon through international messengers and threats that 

Hezbollah had to withdraw to the region north of the Litani river. He said it had to include a 

complete withdrawal of Israel from the territories it occupied and an end to its attacks on 

Lebanon and the violation of its sovereignty. According to Mikati, the situation on the border 

had to be restored to what it was before 1967 and the Shebaa Farms, which were under 

Lebanese sovereignty before they were gradually taken over, had to be returned (al-Hurra, 

January 8, 2024). 

! Najib Mikati met in his office with Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdallah Bou Habib to 

discuss the situation in the south. After the meeting, Bou Habib said they would discuss the 

situation with German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock and American mediator Amos 

Hochstein. He added that they were prepared to implement Resolution 1701 in its entirety, 

but to do so, Israel had to withdraw from all Lebanese territory and cease all its activity in the 

south (the Lebanese government X account, January 8, 2024). 

!It was reported that, according to "sources," Amos Hochstein had informed the mediators 

that he would deal only with the issue of the Blue Line and would not deal with the issue of 

the Shebaa Farms (al-Akhbar, January 9, 2024). 

! Samy Gemayel, chairman of the Lebanese Kataeb Party, said in an interview on the 

French news channel BFM that he appealed to the French government and the French public 

not to support an agreement that would give Israel security, but in return, Lebanon would 

become an Iranian protégé. He referred to reports of a deal in which Hezbollah would agree 

to implement Resolution 1701 in exchange for the election of its presidential candidate (Samy 

Gemayel’s X account, January 8, 2024). 

Syria  
!The IDF spokesperson announced the elimination of Hamas terrorist operative Hassan 

Akasha in a targeted killing in Beit Jan, Syria. Since the beginning of the war, Akasha had 

directed Hamas terrorist squads firing rockets from Syria into Israeli territory (IDF 

spokesperson, January 8, 2024). 
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!Social media confirmed his killing. Hassan Akasha, aka "Dushka," was reportedly the brother 

of Abu Jarrah Akasha, who was killed by Israel several months ago.3 Hassan Akasha was an 

operative in the terrorist squad that fired rockets at Israel in 2015 (apparently referring to the 

launch of four rockets on August 20, 2015) (Syrian journalist Nur Abu Hassan’s X account 

January 8, 2024).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hassan Akasha (Syrian journalist Nur Abu Hassan’s X account, January 8, 2024) 

 
 

Judea and Samaria 

Terrorist attacks 
! On the afternoon of January 9, 2024, a Palestinian armed with a knife arrived at the Umm 

Safa Junction, near the community of Ateret (northwest of Ramallah), and tried to stab 

soldiers at the military post located there. He was shot and killed; no IDF casualties were 

reported (Israeli media, January 9, 2024). 

Counterterrorism activities  
! The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities throughout Judea and 

Samaria, detaining 13 wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, 

more than 2,600 wanted Palestinians have been detained, about 1,300 of them Hamas 

operatives (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 9, 2024).  

!
3 Ali Akasha, aka Abu Jarrah, was killed on September 21, 2023, along with Zaher al-Saadi, in an attack 
on a motorcycle in Beit Jan. The attack was attributed to Israel. The two were reportedly PIJ terrorist 
operatives. 
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!Before dawn on January 9, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in the Nur al-Shams and 

Tulkarm refugee camps. They destroyed IEDs which were ready for detonation. During the 

activity, IDF aircraft attacked a group of armed terrorist operatives who shot at the forces (IDF 

spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 9, 2024). According to a report by the spokesman 

for the Tulkarm Battalion of the Jerusalem Brigades, the PIJ's military wing, their operatives 

exchanged fire with the Israeli security forces and damaged their vehicles (QudsN X account, 

January 9, 2024). A correspondent for al-Ghad TV in the Tulkarm refugee camp reported heavy 

damage to infrastructure caused by IDF activity (al-Ghad TV, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Nur al-Shams refugee camp in Tulkarm after Israeli security forces operated there  
(Wafa, January 9, 2024) 

!On the morning of January 9, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in the Balata and Askar 

refugee camps in east Nablus. They detained a wanted Palestinian and destroyed IEDs found 

in his home (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 9, 2024). Medical sources in 

Nablus reported six wounded (al-Ghad TV, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Israeli security forces’ activity in the Balata refugee camp in Nablus. Left: The detonation 
of an IED in the refugee camp during the activity of the forces  

(QudsN X account, January 9, 2024) 
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!On the evening of January 8, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in the village of Aktaba 

(east of Tulkarm) to detain a wanted Palestinian. When they arrived at his house, armed 

Palestinians shot at them. Three armed terrorists were killed in the exchange of fire. The 

wanted Palestinian was detained and taken for questioning by security officials (Israel Police 

Force spokesman's unit, January 8, 2024). The PA’s ministry of health announced the deaths 

of three people who, it claimed, had been killed by an Israeli special force. A general strike was 

declared (Wafa, January 8, 2024). 

! The Tulkarm Battalion of the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades announced that the three fatalities 

had been operatives in their ranks and said they had been killed in Tulkarm in a "cowardly 

attack carried out by the Zionist enemy." They announced the start of an extensive operation 

of all battalions which would continue until further notice. Later, the Tulkarm Battalion of the 

al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades claimed responsibility for shooting at two cars near the community 

of Einav, claiming that "the incident took place and there are wounded." They also said the 

attack was an initial response to the killing of Saleh al-‘Arouri and [terrorist] operatives killed 

in Tulkarm. The battalion also warned that Israel had to stop attacking the leadership and 

they promised to respond deep inside Israeli territory as well (the Tulkarm Battalion of the al-

Aqsa Martyrs Brigades Telegram channel, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Palestinian mob gathers at the scene of the incident in Aktaba, where three armed Palestinians 
were killed (QudsN X account, January 8, 2024) 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 
! PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh said that after Israel deducted 517 million NIS 

(about $138.5 million) from the tax revenues last month, the PA refused to receive what was 

left. According to Shtayyeh, despite the intervention of the United States and several world 

leaders and attempts to reach a solution, they were still not receiving the funds. He noted that 

the PA's economic crisis, which had been going on for more than two months, delayed the 
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salary payments of employees in the government sector. He added that during the past two 

months, the PA had approached the banking sector with the aim of raising loans to cover part 

of the employees' salaries (Muhammad Shtayyeh’s Facebook page, January 8, 2024). 

! Riyadh al-Maliki, PA foreign minister, met in Ramallah with Annalena Baerbock, 

Germany's foreign minister. Al-Maliki said that Germany had to pressure Israel to reach a 

ceasefire and allow humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip. He also said they rejected all 

suggestions made by Israeli officials about "the day after" and that they should concentrate 

on achieving an immediate ceasefire. Baerbock said the PA had a basic and central role as a 

legitimate authority in the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria (PA foreign ministry Telegram 

channel, January 8, 2024). 

 

 

Iran 
! Ali Khamenei, Iranian Supreme Leader, speaking at a meeting in Tehran with residents of 

the city of Qom about the war in the Gaza Strip, said that “two million people living in a small 

strip of land have thrown the United States, with all its show of greatness, into despair, as well 

as the Zionist regime, which is hanging on to the United States” (Tasnim, January 9, 2024). 

Pro-Iranian militias 
Iraq 
! The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for a drone attack on the Ramilan base 

in Syria (Islamic Resistance Telegram channel, January 8, 2024).  

!The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed responsibility for a drone attack on the headquarters 

of the IDF's Northern Command in the city of Safed. According to the announcement, the 

attack was carried out in response to the crime of killing the senior commander, Shaheed 

Sheikh Saleh al-‘Arouri, in the southern suburb of Beirut, and the crime of killing the shaheed 

commander Wissam al-Tawil (al-Hajj Jawad) (Islamic Resistance’s combat information 

Telegram channel, January 9, 2024). 
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The Arab Arena 

Jordan 
! Ayman al-Safadi, Jordanian foreign minister, spoke with Catherine Colonna, France's 

foreign minister, and warned that the chances of expanding the conflict were increasing 

every day, alongside Israel's ongoing killings in the Gaza Strip. According to al-Safadi, the 

international community was incapable of taking moral responsibility and taking a firm stand. 

He also warned that Israeli "aggression" was pushing the conflict toward an "explosion." The 

two stressed that humanitarian aid and basic needs had to be provided to all residents of the 

Gaza Strip, and that cooperation had to continue as far as humanitarian assistance was 

concerned. They also noted that both countries rejected the displacing of Palestinians (al-

Mamlaka, January 8, 2024). 

 

The International Arena 

United States  
!As part of a tour of Middle Eastern countries, American Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

met with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Bin Salman stressed that all military 

operations had to be stopped and all measures had to be taken to help improve the 

humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip. He also said stability and security in the region had 

to be restored to ensure that the Palestinians would achieve their legitimate rights (Saudi 

News Agency, January 8, 2024). While in Saudi Arabia, Blinken also met with Josep Borrell, 

EU foreign minister, and the two discussed efforts to de-escalate the Gaza Strip and stop the 

humanitarian disaster taking place there, as well as the possibility of strengthening the UN's 

role in the matter (Reuters, January 8, 2024). 

!In a speech at the end of his visit to Saudi Arabia, Antony Blinken said Middle Eastern leaders 

were determined to prevent the conflict from escalating and that everyone he spoke to was 

aware of the challenges. At the same time, no one believed something would happen 

overnight. He said the leaders he spoke with were prepared to make difficult decisions for the 

region. He noted that it was not in anyone's interest, including Lebanon, Hezbollah and Israel, 

to enter into a broad conflict. Regarding the "day after," he said Judea, Samaria and the Gaza 

Strip had to be united under Palestinian leadership and an independent Palestinian state had 
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to be created. He also stressed that the Houthi attacks had to stop, saying it would be better 

if the Houthis understood the message and stopped the attacks, because otherwise there 

would be consequences. He also said he would inform Israel that more efforts had to be made 

to protect civilians (Sky News, January 8, 2024). 

! In Abu Dhabi, Blinken met with Mohammed bin Zayed, president of the UAE. Blinken 

stressed the ongoing commitment of the United States to the establishment of an 

independent Palestinian state. They also discussed efforts to prevent the conflict from 

spreading in the region (UAE News Agency, January 8, 2024). 

!A senior American administration official accompanying Blinken said the United States 

expected the fighting in Gaza to end within weeks. He noted that Blinken was expected to 

demand that Israel wind down the campaign as soon as possible and hone its attacks to harm 

as few residents of the Gaza Strip as possible. Two senior administration officials stressed that 

although Arab leaders publicly demanded an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, they told 

Blinken privately that they were willing to help rebuild and establish an administration in the 

Gaza Strip the day after the war (NBC, January 8, 2024). 

India 
!Sources" said that on January 4, 2024, two Israeli-owned ships were attacked in the Indian 

Ocean. The first, the CHEM CILICON, flying the Liberian flag and owned by Ace, was attacked 

northwest of the Maldives. The second, Pacific Gold, owned by the Eastern Company, was 

attacked near the port of Cochin, India. It was also reported that the ships were carrying "huge 

amounts" of oil (al-Mayadeen, January 9, 2024). 

 

Global Jihad 
!Following the recording of ISIS spokesman Abu Hudhaifa al-Ansari on January 4, 2024, in 

which ISIS operatives were called upon to help their "brothers" in the Gaza Strip and carry out 

attacks around the world, ISIS' A'maq News Agency released a video on January 8, 2024, 

showing rockets before being fired, labeled "Revenge for our Muslim brothers in Gaza." The 

rockets, according to A'maq, were fired at Malian army concentrations and Russian Wagner 

forces in northeastern Mali (Telegram, January 8, 2024). 

 

 



"*!

"##$%&!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the rockets before being fired, labeled "Revenge for our Muslim brothers in Gaza" 
(Telegram, January 8, 2024) 
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Overview1 
!The southern arena: The IDF forces continued operating throughout the Gaza Strip, focusing 

on the al-Maghazi refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip and Khan Yunis in the south, and 

attacked more than 150 terrorist targets. The Palestinians reported heavy fighting in those 

and other areas in the Strip. Spokesmen for the Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 

military wings claimed they had many "successes" against IDF forces and could continue 

fighting for a long period of time. 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7, 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli 

civilians and security personnel have been killed, 520 of them soldiers and officers; 132 

civilian and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the 

Gaza Strip; 121 hostages have been returned to Israel. 

!The Gaza Strip: According to reports, Egypt intends to close the Rafah Crossing in the near 

future and wants all humanitarian aid transferred via the Kerem Shalom and Erez Crossings, 

to which Israel has expressed opposition. Egypt is apparently concerned that Gazans will 

!
1 Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as 
its other publications. 
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migrate into its territory. "Palestinian sources" close to the leadership of Hamas' military wing 

revealed new information about the Operation al-Aqsa Flood attack on October 7, 2023. 

!The northern arena: Hezbollah claimed responsibility for four attacks over the past day. Ali 

Hussein Barji, commander of the south Lebanon region of Hezbollah's aerial unit, was killed 

in a targeted attack. Nabe' Ahmed a-Qadri, an operative in the Lebanese Resistance 

Companies, a Lebanese militia operating under the auspices of Hezbollah, was killed in an 

attack on a house in Kafr Shuba. Senior Hezbollah figures continue to threaten Israel, while 

senior Lebanese government officials working at the diplomatic level reiterate that they are 

searching for a solution that will bring stability. 

!Judea and Samaria: As part of his tour of the Middle East, Antony Blinken, the United States 

Secretary of State, arrived in Ramallah where he met with Mahmoud Abbas. He was greeted 

by a large protest demonstration. 

!The pro-Shi'ite militias: The United States and the UK reported that a large-scale attack 

carried out by the Houthis had been repelled; the attack targeted international shipping lanes 

used by dozens of ships. 

 

The Southern Arena 
!IDF forces continued to operate throughout the Gaza Strip, focusing their activity on the al-

Maghazi refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip and Khan Yunis in the south; the forces 

attacked more than 150 terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 

2024). According to the Palestinian media, IDF forces operating in Gaza City along the coastal 

road fired shells at the Sheikh Ajlin neighborhood (southwest of the city), and Israeli Navy 

ships shot at the al-Shati refugee camp. In the central Gaza Strip attacks were carried out on 

the al-Bureij and al-Maghazi refugee camps, as well Navy attacks on the Deir al-Balah refugee 

camp. In Khan Yunis heavy shelling was carried out at the south and east of the city. In Rafah, 

the Israeli Air Force attacked a house belonging to the Nofal family in the west of the city. 

During the past day 58 deaths and dozens of injuries were reported in IDF attacks throughout 

the Gaza Strip. (Wafa, January 10, 2024). 
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IDF forces in the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 2024) 

!The central Gaza Strip: The forces operated in the area of the al-Maghazi refugee camp, 

where they uncovered more than 15 underground tunnel shafts. In a raid on several military 

buildings in the area, rocket launchers, missiles, UAVs and explosives were found. A rocket-

manufacturing lathe located in the area was also destroyed (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 

2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weapons found in the al-Maghazi area (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IDF attacks in al-Zuweida in the central Gaza Strip (Vafa YouTube channel, January 9, 2024) 

!Gaza City: An al-Jazeera TV presenter explained the IDF's ground maneuver in the Zeitoun 

neighborhood, one of the largest neighborhoods in the south of Gaza City. He reported the 

IDF was encircling the neighborhood and carrying out heavy mortar shell fire. He added there 
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were heavy exchanges of fire with the "resistance" [terrorist] operatives (al-Jazeera YouTube 

channel, January 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: IDF strikes in the Zeitoun neighborhood (Shehab X account, January 9, 2024). Left: An al-
Jazeera TV presenter explains the IDF's ground maneuver in the Zeitoun neighborhood 

 (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 10, 2024) 

!The southern Gaza Strip: Heavy fighting continued in the Khan Yunis area as IDF forces 

operated to dismantle battalions of the Khan Yunis Brigade of Hamas' military wing. During 

the operation, IDF fighters killed terrorists in face-to-face combat and with sniper fire, and 

located weapons, tunnel shafts and an UAV launch site (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024). 

The Israeli Air Force attacked four buildings used for terrorist activity, including Hamas' 

operational headquarters and three buildings where terrorists were located (IDF website, 

January 10 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weapons found by the forces (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 2024) 
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Destruction of Hamas military targets (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 2024) 

!The IDF soldiers operated in the Islamic University, which was used by Hamas for terrorist 

activities. Large quantities of weapons were found in the classrooms, as well as ammunition 

magazines, ammunition, Hamas flags and safes containing funds for financing terrorist 

operations. Another search revealed grenades, combat equipment and maps used by Hamas 

terrorists (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024). The Islamic University in Khan Yunis is a branch 

of the Islamic University in Gaza City, is controlled by Hamas and since its establishment, has 

been a center of political, social, cultural and military power of the Hamas movement.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!
2 For further information, see the April 2010 ITIC report, "The Islamic University in the Gaza Strip: an 
academic institution controlled by Hezbollah and supported by external donors, including in Western 
countries." 
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Weapons found on the university grounds (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024) 

!Ibrahim Qanan, a correspondent for the al-Ghad TV channel in Khan Yunis, reporting 

from the Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis, described heavy shooting and attacks since the 

morning, when the sounds of explosions were heard everywhere in the city. He said the IDF's 

activity was focused on three areas: the Qizan al-Najjar area (south of Khan Yunis) where 

Israeli Air Force strikes and tank maneuvers were carried out, the neighborhood of al-Mahta 

(north of Khan Yunis) where there was heavy fighting, with IDF forces trying to advance into 

the center of the city, and the Ma'an and Sheikh Nasser neighborhoods (in the east) (al-Ghad 

TV, January 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Smoke rising after IDF attacks and the exchange of fire with the "resistance" in Khan 
Yunis (QudsN X account, January 10, 2024). Left: An al-Jazeera presenter explains the IDF's 

ground maneuver in the areas north and east of Khan Yunis 
 (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 10, 2024) 

Palestinian reactions to the fighting 
!Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military wing, claimed that during the past week the 

military wing's "operatives" had completely or partially destroyed 42 military vehicles, killed 

22 soldiers at point blank range, and carried out 52 "military" missions using rockets, anti-

fortification and anti-personnel IEDs, machine guns and sniper rifles, [allegedly] leaving 

"dozens of soldiers dead and wounded." They also captured a house and blew up four tunnel 

openings and a minefield to attack IDF soldiers. He also claimed they had launched a missile 
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at an IDF helicopter flying over the Gaza Strip, shot down a Hermes 900 UAV, took control of a 

Skylark UAV, attacked headquarters, command rooms and concentrations of military forces 

firing mortars and short-range rockets on all axes of combat in the Gaza Strip, and launched 

a barrage of rockets at Tel Aviv and its surroundings (Palinfo, January 9, 2024) 

!Abu Hamza, the spokesman for the PIJ's military wing, said that Israel's stated goal of 

eliminating the "resistance" had not been and would not be achieved, even if the war 

continued indefinitely. He claimed there would be no return or stability for the Israelis in the 

cities, towns and villages surrounding the Gaza Strip as long as the war in the Gaza Strip 

continued, and Netanyahu's promise that they would soon return to their homes was a 

"mirage and an illusion." He claimed whether or not they would return would be decided by 

the "resistance." Regarding the operations of the military wing, he claimed they had shot 

down an unmanned aircraft for intelligence purposes in the skies over Khan Yunis and 

obtained important information, attacked IDF vehicles with missiles and "appropriate" 

weapons and killed an IDF force barricaded in a building (Paltoday, January 9, 2024). 

 Israeli casualties 

!According to an unofficial estimate, since October 7 2023, approximately 1,300 Israeli 

people have been killed. According to the IDF spokesperson, 520 of them are soldiers and 

officers (185 since the start of the ground maneuver on 27 October, 2023); 132 civilian 

and military hostages are still being held by the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip; 

121 hostages have been returned.  

The issue of the hostages 
!According to the Hezbollah-affiliated Lebanese daily al-Akhbar, Abbas Kamal, head of the 

Egyptian General Intelligence, spoke with the Hamas and PIJ leaderships regarding the 

renewal of negotiations for a hostage deal with Israel. According to the report, Kamal asked 

for Palestinian delegations to be sent urgently to Cairo; there were also communications with 

Qatar. "Egyptian officials" said that they would work to formulate a new proposal and send it 

to the Hamas leadership even before it decided on a date for sending the delegation to Cairo 

(al-Akhbar, January 10, 2024). 
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The Gaza Strip 

Palestinian casualties 
!The Hamas-controlled ministry of health in the Gaza Strip reported that as of 1:15 p.m., 

January 10, 2024, the number of dead since the beginning of the war stood at 23,357 and the 

number of wounded at 59,410 (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, January 10, 2023). 

The situation in the Gaza Strip  
!Residents of Deir al-Balah complained about price gouging in the markets, adding that there 

was no official body in the Gaza Strip that supervised prices. They reported that the aid that 

entered the Gaza Strip went to UNRWA, but not to them (Wafa YouTube channel, January 9, 

2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Residents of Deir al-Balah sell merchandise (Wafa YouTube channel, January 9, 2024) 

Aid for the Gaza Strip  
!During her visit to Egypt, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock went to the Rafah 

Crossing and the airport in El Arish, where she reviewed the arrival of German humanitarian 

aid. She called for the crossing to be opened 24 hours a day to allow the entry of more 

humanitarian aid (Reuters, January 9, 2024). 

! The Hezbollah-affiliated Lebanese daily al-Akhbar reported from "sources" that Egypt had 

told the relevant individuals that in the near future it planned to close the Rafah Crossing to 

the entrance of residents or humanitarian aid and wanted to transfer all activity to the Kerem 

Shalom and Erez Crossings, but Israel was opposed. Ibrahim al-Amin, who is affiliated with 

Hezbollah, pointed out that Egypt had once again refused to implement the plan to displace 

the residents of the Gaza Strip, and that senior Egyptian officials had told American security 

and political circles that they completely rejected any attempt to force the displaced people 
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in Rafah to move to the Egyptian side of the border, and that was why Egypt was planning to 

close the Rafah Crossing in the coming days. It was noted that Israel rejected the issue. 

!The article in al-Akhbar also reported that Israel had informed the Egyptians, directly and 

through the Americans, that it suspected smuggling operations continued through Egyptian 

territory into the Gaza Strip, and therefore the IDF was forced to act to ensure there were no 

tunnels from the Gaza Strip to Egyptian territory. According to the article, Israel was carrying 

out intensive intelligence activities based on assessments that Hamas might be planning to 

transfer hostages and the Hamas leadership to Egypt and from there to other Middle Eastern 

countries, specifically to Iran or Lebanon. Although the Egyptians told Israel and the 

Americans that it had no indication of a Hamas presence or activity on the Egyptian side of 

the border, Egyptian intelligence expressed a willingness to cooperate with examining the 

information (al-Akhbar, Lebanon, January 10, 2024). 

!According to reports, Egyptians arrived at the border fence in the Rafah area with a truck 

carrying a generator to help displaced persons near the Rafah-Egypt border charge their 

mobile devices (Shehab X account, January 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Egyptian residents help Palestinian displaced persons charge their mobile devices 
 (Shehab X account, January 10, 2024) 

Statement from the Hamas leadership 
!During an interview, senior Hamas figure Sami Abu Zuhri related to the visit of American 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken to Israel. Referring to Blinken's criticism of South Africa's 

appeal to the International Court of Justice in The Hague, claiming that the accusation of 

[alleged] "genocide" was baseless, Abu Zuhri claimed that Blinken had said nothing new and 

the United States' goal was to safeguard Israel's security. In response to Blinken's statement 

that there were civilian deaths in the Gaza Strip because Hamas operated from schools and 

hospitals and used civilians as human shields, he [falsely] replied they were "baseless claims." 
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He [falsely] stated that the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades did not fight from civilian locations, and 

the videos they published showed there were no civilians nearby. He claimed that since the 

United States was a partner in the "aggression," it was trying to protect itself and Israel. 

Regarding the resumption of negotiations, he said that there was nothing new on the issue 

because it depended on an Israeli decision to stop the "aggression." He noted that "the ball is 

in the court of Israel and the United States (al-Jazeera Mubasher YouTube channel, January 

9, 2024). 

!"Palestinian sources" close to the leadership of Hamas' military wing revealed new details 

about the Operation al-Aqsa Flood attack and massacre on October 7, 2023 (al-Sharq al-

Awsat, January 9, 2024): 

!Formulating the plans: The plan to attack the cities, towns and villages surrounding 

the Gaza Strip was now new and preparations began even before Operation Protective 

Edge (2014), and when that operation began, the plan was frozen. Efforts were renewed 

after a year, and after Operation Guardian of the Walls in 2021, they decided to prepare 

for and implement it when the circumstances allowed. 

!Recruiting the "participants:" The participants were selected from different areas 

in the Gaza Strip from among the hundreds of nukhba operatives. They were not aware 

of any clear and immediate plan to carry out an attack and many of the military wing's 

commanders were also not aware of the details. 

!Training: The participants underwent intensive training over the years, with special 

tests in each period to determine their abilities and develop their fighting skills. Shortly 

after the beginning of the training, whose purpose was unknown to the participants, the 

nukhba operatives swore an oath not to reveal secrets about their training. 

!The decision to carry out an operation: The decision to carry out the attack and its 

timing was made by only five Hamas leaders: Yahya al-Sinwar, head of the Hamas 

political bureau in the Gaza Strip; Muhammed Deif, the commander of Hamas' military 

wing; Muhammad al-Sinwar (Yahya's brother); Rawhi Mushtaha, a senior Hamas figure 

close to Yahya al-Sinwar; and Ayman Nofal. They later informed the military wing's 

divisional commanders about the preparations and the attack plan, but not the timing. 

The commanders were notified only three days in advance of the final preparations. 

They met with the commanders of the regional battalions and gave each commander 

specific tasks without specifying the zero hour. Ayman Siam, the commander of the 
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rocket unit for the entire Gaza Strip, received special instructions to prepare to launch 

hundreds of rockets at the same time as the attack began. 

!Determining the date of the operation: Following field reports from the surveillance 

units that confirmed that complete quiet prevailed along the border, on October 6, the 

five senior figures decided that the most appropriate time was Saturday morning. They 

waited until midnight and gave the order to prepare; The field commanders and the 

nukhba operatives started preparing themselves to be ready by early morning and then 

the attack began. The senior Hamas political figures were aware of the secret plans. 

Hamas leaders inside and outside the Gaza Strip received a briefing just a few hours 

before the operation, and they were requested to disappear as part of emergency 

security measures. The movement leaders, including Isma'il Haniyeh, and his deputy, 

Saleh al-'Arouri, reported there was a plan for an unusual attack, but without precise 

details or a date, and they learned of the date a few hours before the attack. 

!Execution stages of the plan: The attack began with only 70 operatives who 

launched a surprise attack from several locations along the border of the Gaza Strip. 

Nukhba forces crossed the barrier in the first moments after detonating explosive 

devices specially prepared to breach openings after its weak points had been identified. 

Drones and paragliders were also used. 

!The purpose of the operation and the method of execution: The main purpose was 

to carry out a "broad, high-quality [sic] attack" and capture a group of Israeli soldiers. 

However, during the attack, the fighters were surprised by the ease with which the IDF's 

defense lines fell, which led to the immediate killing, wounding, and kidnapping of a 

large number of soldiers. About an hour and a half after the initial attack it was decided 

to deploy additional nukhba units and they received a notice to assemble at various 

points and set out as auxiliary forces to support the operatives who were already inside 

Israeli territory. Later, the coordinator of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades military units 

informed the other armed wings of the [Palestinian terrorist] organizations about 

participating in the attack, and assigned each organization specific tasks. The attack 

then expanded and hundreds of armed men, civilians and even journalists entered the 

surrounding settlements. After the kidnapping of dozens [sic] of Israelis and in light of 

the great chaos, the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades leadership ordered the fighters in the 
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surrounding settlements to engage the Israeli forces as much as possible to be able to 

focus on collecting the hostages and hiding them. 

 

The Northern Arena 
Hezbollah attacks 
!Hezbollah continued attacking IDF outposts and concentrations of forces on the northern 

border, claiming responsibility for four anti-tank missile and rocket attacks (Hezbollah 

combat information Telegram channel January 9, 2024). 

!In response, Israeli Air Force aircraft attacked Hezbollah military facilities in south Lebanon, 

including in Kafr Kila, Yaroun and Lavona; artillery was also fired at various areas in south 

Lebanon (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: An attack on a terrorist facility and a military facility in the Lavona area. Left: An attack 
on an observation post (IDF spokesperson, January 10, 2024) 

!Ali Shoeib, a correspondent for the al-Manar network, published a video of the Air Force 

strikes in the al-Labouneh groves in south Lebanon, about one and a half kilometers north of 

the Israeli town of Shlomi (Ali Shoeib's X account, January 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Attacking targets in the al-Labouneh groves (X account of Ali Shoeib, January 10, 2024)  
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Hezbollah fatalities 
!On the evening of January 9, 2024, Ali Hussein Barji, commander of Hezbollah's aerial unit 

in south Lebanon, was killed in a targeted attack. He was responsible for dozens of attacks 

on Israel using UAVs carrying explosives or designed to gather information. He was also 

responsible for attacking the headquarters of the IDF Northern Command. Before he was 

killed, IDF forces killed members of a Hezbollah aerial unit squad that was on its way to launch 

UAVs at targets in Israel (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: The vehicle Ali Hussein Barji was driving. Left: The missile attack on vehicle 
 (IDF spokesperson, January 9, 2024) 

!Hezbollah denied what it called Israel's "false claims" that a senior operative of its UAV unit 

was killed and claimed that the operative in charge of the unit in Hezbollah had not been the 

object of a targeted attack (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 9, 

2024). 

!On January 10, 2024, the death of Nabe' Ahmed al-Qadri was reported in a UAV attack in 

Kafr Shuba. He reportedly belonged to the Lebanese Resistance, a non-Shi'ite Lebanese 

militia operating under the auspices of Hezbollah. Ibrahim Qasab was also injured in the 

attack (Mohamaddsyrien's X account, January 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Nabe' Ahmed al-Qadri (Mohamaddsyrien's X account, January 10, 2024) 
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The ruins of the house in Kafr Shuba where al-Qadri was staying 
 (bntjbeil.org's X account, January 10, 2024) 

!Hezbollah officially reported the death of five operatives, including Ali Hassan Barji and 

Nabe' al-Qadri, a Lebanese Resistance operative (Hezbollah's combat information Telegram 

channel, January 9, 2024): 

!Issa Ali Nur al-Din, aka Ali Najma, from Burj Qallawiyah in south Lebanon and a 

resident of the al-Salam neighborhood of the Dahiyeh in Beirut. 

!Muhammad Sharif al-Sayid Nasser, aka al-Sayid Sharif, from the town of Hai al-Fikani 

in the Lebanon Valley. 

!Hassan Abd al-Hussein Ismail, aka Adam, from Aita al-Shaab in south Lebanon. 

!Ali Hussein Barji, aka Abu Mahdi, from Markaba in south Lebanon. 

!Nabe' Ahmed al-Qadri, aka Abu Ali, from Kafr Shuba in south Lebanon. 
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Hezbollah casualties (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, January 9, 2024) 

Statements by senior Hezbollah terrorists  
 At a rally held in Beirut, Na’im Qassem, Hezbollah deputy secretary general, said that the 

killing of Saleh al-‘Arouri, al-Tawil and others would not deter them but would push the 

resistance forward. He noted that past events had proven that every time a "resistance" 

commander was killed, it advanced to a new stage. He said what was happening in "Palestine" 

was not limited to the territory of "Palestine" but was spread over the entire region. Regarding 

Security Council Resolution 1701, he claimed Israel had not implemented a single clause of 

the resolution and no one had demanded that it do so, it continued to attack and commit 

[alleged] "crimes" and did not adhere to the resolution. Qassem explained that the solution 

was the "resistance," which had brought achievements such as the liberation of south 

Lebanon. He addressed Israel, saying, "Don't threaten us, because when we hear the threats, 

we sense your stupidity" (al-Ahed, January 9, 2024). 

! Nabil Qaouq, a member of Hezbollah's Central Council, said in a speech given at al-Tawil's 

funeral that Israel had thought that killing senior figures would undermine the resolve of the 

"resistance," but it was mistaken because they only grew stronger, thanks to the martyrs. He 

stressed that the Gaza Strip would win thanks to the weapons of the resistance, and that the 

only language between them and Israel was through missiles and drones until Israel 
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experienced nakba, and then they would raise the banner of victory (al-Ahed, January 9, 

2024). 

The Lebanese government 
! Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdallah Bou Habib said Hezbollah's presence on the border 

with Israel depended on the continuation of the "Israeli occupation" of the Lebanese 

territories. He stressed that any agreement or solution they reached required the presence of 

the Lebanese president, and therefore they understood that the agreement would not be final 

unless a Lebanese president was elected and the war in the Gaza Strip ended. He also 

emphasized that the solution would only be in the implementation of all the provisions of 

Resolution 1701. Regarding the visit of Amos Hochstein, the American mediator, to Lebanon, 

he said Hochstein's goal was only to delineate or clarify what the borders were, and that the 

problem would not be solved unless the border line was defined and Israel withdrew from the 

points of contention: the Shebaa Farms, the hills of Kafr Shuba, and point B1. Bou Habib said 

all those responsible in Lebanon spoke the same language and Hezbollah held the same 

position (al-Joumhouria, January 10, 2024). 

! Jean-Pierre Lacroix, head of the UN peacekeeping department, paid a visit to Lebanon 

where he met with senior government officials: 

!In a meeting with Najib Mikati, the interim prime minister, attended by the UN 

special coordinator in Lebanon, the UNIFIL commander and several advisors, the 

attendees discussed developments in south Lebanon and efforts to stop the fighting in 

the Gaza Strip. Mikati said they were looking for stability and a long-term solution, and 

in return, they received warnings from international messengers about war in Lebanon. 

He said Lebanon was willing to enter negotiations to achieve long-term stability in 

south Lebanon. Lacroix called on the parties to calm down, support the Lebanese 

army's activity in the south, and continue the cooperation between the army and UNIFIL 

(Lebanese government X account, January 9, 2024). 

!Before meeting with the Lebanese interim prime minister, Lacroix met with Abdallah 

Bou Habib, the Lebanese foreign minister. After the meeting, Bou Habib said that the 

Shebaa Farms were an essential element in the overall solution and in ending the 

tension in south Lebanon, and could not be ignored. He said the Lebanese army was an 

essential partner in ensuring security and stability in south Lebanon, adding that it was 

important for them to have an agreement for the borders that would end the tension in 



*'!

"#$%$&!

south Lebanon. He also said they had appealed to international bodies with which they 

were in contact to ask Israel to restrain its statements, which caused tension in Lebanon 

(Lebanese News Agency, January 9, 2024). 

!Meeting with Nabih Berri, speaker of the parliament, he said the efforts of the UN 

secretary general, together with the international community, to de-escalate the 

situation and reach a permanent ceasefire, continued. Berri accused Israel of violating 

both Resolution 1701 and the rules of confrontation with its attacks (al-Nashra, January 

9, 2024). 

!In a meeting with Joseph Aoun, commander of the Lebanese army, which was also 

attended by UNIFIL Commander Maj. Gen. Aroldo Lázaro, they discussed 

developments in south Lebanon and the general situation in Lebanon (Lebanese Army 

X account, January 9, 2024). 

 

 

Judea and Samaria 

Counterterrorism activities  
! The Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism activities throughout Judea and 

Samaria, detaining 14 wanted Palestinians. Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, 

more than 2,600 wanted Palestinians have been detained, about 1,300 of them Hamas 

operatives (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 10, 2024).  

! On the night of January 9, 2024, Israeli security forces operated in Jenin and its refugee 

camp. Heavy engineering vehicles exposed over 80 ready-to-use IEDs planted under the roads 

(IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 10, 2024). An al-Jazeera TV correspondent 

reporting from Jenin described the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from the city and the end 

of the activity. He noted that heavy damage had been caused to the infrastructure (al-Jazeera 

YouTube channel, January 10, 2024). 
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Right: Israeli security forces in Jenin (Wafa, January 10, 2024). Left: Damage after the forces' 
activity (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, January 10, 2024)  

 

!On the morning of January 10, 2024, the Israeli forces operated in the Old City (Kasbah) of 

Nablus. They questioned suspects, detained two wanted Palestinians, and found weapons, 

ammunition and military equipment. The forces located a number of IEDs ready for 

detonation and destroyed them. One of the sites of the IEDs destroyed was near a café in the 

Kasbah. Riots developed, including throwing rocks and IEDs, and the forces responded with 

gunfire (IDF spokesperson’s Telegram channel, January 10, 2024). The Palestinian media 

reported exchanges of fire between armed Palestinians and the Israeli security forces and that 

IEDs were detonated during the forces' activity (QudsN X account, January 10, 2024). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Israeli security forces' activity this morning in Nablus (QudsN X account, January 10, 2024) 

!Operating in Tarqumiyah (west of Hebron), the Israeli security forces detained two wanted 

Palestinians and destroyed 100 IEDs. In the village of Atarah (northwest of Ramallah), the 

forces mapped the house of the terrorist who carried out the shooting attack on January 7, 

2024, at the British Police Junction, where an Israeli civilian was killed (IDF spokesperson’s 

Telegram channel, January 10, 2024). 
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