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Overview 
 On the morning of October 7, 2023, hundreds of armed Hamas terrorist operatives breached 

the border security fence and began pouring into Israel from the Gaza Strip, driving pickup 

trucks and motorcycle, on foot and using motorized hang gliders, heading towards IDF bases 

and the Israeli villages surrounding Gaza. To cover the invasion, massive rocket barrages were 

fired at south and central Israel. As of this writing, IDF forces are still battling terrorists in 

several towns and villages near the Gaza Strip and the rocket attacks continue.  

 The IDF declared a state of preparedness for war. A few hours after the invasion began, IDF 

aircraft started attacking Hamas terrorist targets and symbols of the Hamas regime in the 

Gaza Strip 

 Apparently Hamas' military-terrorist wing had been planning "Operation al-Aqsa Storm" for 

several months but very few people knew about it and they successfully kept it secret. 

According to Hamas spokesmen, the operation was intended to "convey a message to Israel" 

regarding Jews going to pray on the Temple Mount. Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) terrorist 

operatives joined Hamas in invading Israel. 

 So far, Hamas calls for operatives in Judea and Samaria to join the attack have been 

unsuccessful. However, there was considerable glee in Judea and Samaria, expressed by 

support marches of armed operatives, distribution of pastries to passersby in the streets and 

chants of encouragement for the terrorists invading from the Gaza Strip. The Palestinian 

Authority (PA) is focusing efforts at the "diplomatic" level and making preparations to help 

the Gazans. 

 In the northern arena, Hezbollah operatives fired mortar shells at Mount Dov; the IDF 

responded with artillery fire. The Arab world expressed support for Hamas. The United States 

condemned the Hamas attack and gave its full support to Israel, as did other Western 

countries.  
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The Events on the Ground 
October 7, 2023 

 In the early morning hours of Saturday October 7, 2023, Simchat Torah,1 hundreds of armed 

Hamas terrorists breached the security fence on the Gaza Strip border and poured into Israel 

in vehicles and motorcycles, driving to the nearby Israeli towns and villages. Other terrorists 

arrived on foot and used motorized hang gliders. An attempt to invade by sea was foiled by 

Israeli navy ships. Terrorists may have also entered through attack tunnels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Right: Hamas terrorist operatives exit Gaza on motorcycles (Ma'an, October 7, 2023). Left: 

Terrorists cross the security fence in eastern Khan Yunis (Twitter account of photojournalist 
Hassan Aslih, October 7, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Hamas terrorists on the Israeli side of the border drive to Kibbutz Nahal Oz (Twitter 
account of photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 7, 2023). Left: Palestinians in front of a 

captured IDF tank (Shehab Twitter account, October 7, 2023) 

 The terrorists infiltrated a number of IDF bases and posts, including the headquarters of the 

Gaza Division, as well as the cities of Sderot and Ofakim and a large number of villages near 

the Gaza Strip. At one point, they controlled more than ten communities simultaneously. They 

 
1 Simchat Torah is the Jewish holiday that celebrates and marks the conclusion of the annual cycle of 
public Torah readings, and the beginning of a new cycle; the Torah comprises the first five books of 
the Old Testament. 
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also attacked several thousand young people who were at an open-air party in the area. 

Terrorists continued to pouring into Israel though gaps in the fence created by explosions and 

bulldozers. The terrorists stormed the villages, broke into houses, murdered their inhabitants 

and set fire to buildings, in several instances stealing whatever they could carry. They took 

hostages and barricaded themselves inside their houses. In some of the villages battles went 

on for hours. Many soldiers and civilians, including women, the aged and young children, were 

abducted and forced to return with the terrorists to the Gaza Strip. As the day progressed IDF 

forces managed to regain control of many locations taken over by the terrorists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A vehicle with Hamas terrorists enters the southern Israeli city of Sderot (Twitter account of 
photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 7, 2023) 

Rocket fire 

 As the terrorists invaded, heavy barrages of rockets were fired at central and southern Israel. 

Rocket attacks continued throughout October 7 and into October 8. As of the morning of 

October 8, 2023, more than 3,200 rockets had been fired at Israel (IDF spokesman, October 8, 

2023). A large number of civilian dwellings were hit, including in cities in the center, as were 

public buildings, one of them Barzilai Hospital in Ashkelon.2 The rocket fire injured a large 

number of people and considerable property damage was reported.  

 

 

 

 

 
2 Pursuant to Article 8(2)(b)(ix) and (e)(iv) of the 1998 ICC Statute, “[i]ntentionally directing attacks 
against … hospitals and places where the sick and the wounded are collected, provided they are not 
military objectives” constitutes a war crime in both international and non-international armed 
conflicts.  
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-
ihl/v2/rule28#:~:text=Pursuant%20to%20Article%208(2,and%20non%2Dinternational%20armed%20
conflicts. 



4 

188-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: A rocket from the Gaza Strip hits Tel Aviv. Left: A rocket from the Gaza hits a residential 
building in Ashkelon (Twitter account of photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 7, 2023)  

October 7-8, 2023 

 On the night of October 7, 2023, Israeli navy fighters foiled an attempted terrorist invasion 

from the sea in the region of Zikim, near Gaza's northern border. Navy fighters and IDF aircraft 

attacked and killed them near the beach (IDF spokesman, October 8, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Navy attack in the Zikim region (IDF website, October 8, 2023) 

 On the morning of October 8, 2023, fighting continued in a number of locations where 

terrorists were still present, including Sderot, Kibbutz Kfar Aza, Kibbutz Be'eri and Kibbutz 

Kissufim. The IDF spokesman reported the IDF's mission for October 8, 2023 was to evacuate 

all Israeli villages near Gaza, which continued to be pounded by rockets from the Gaza Strip.  

 At 9:10 a.m. Hamas announced its operatives continued "waging combat" in the cities of 

Ofakim and Sderot, and Kibbutz Yad Mordechai, Kibbutz Kfar Aza, Kibbutz Be'eri, Kibbutz 

Kissufim and Yated, a moshav not far from the Egyptian border, adding that the operatives 

were supported by artillery fired from Gaza by its military wing. At 10:20 Hamas announced 

that early in the morning operatives from its military wing had infiltrated with equipment to 

support the attacks on the IDF Sofa post, Kibbutz Sofa, Kibbutz Holit and Yated, near Rafah 

(Telegram channel Hamas' military-terrorist wing, October 8, 2023). 



5 

188-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: "The Rage of the Sky," a notice issued following a Hamas military-terrorist video about 
the launch of "suicide" UAVs (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, October 8, 2023). 

Left: Hamas cartoon (Sons of al-Zawari in Rafah Telegram channel, October 8, 2023) 

Israeli casualties 

 The Israeli ministry of health reported that as of noon on October 8, 2023, 2,028 wounded 

had been evacuated to hospitals, and more than 600 deaths were reported. Among the dead 

were IDF officers and soldiers, police officers, members of Magen David Adom, firefighters and 

civilians. It was also reported that an unspecified large number of civilians and soldiers had 

been abducted to the Gaza Strip, where they were being held by Hamas terrorists.  

 Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, said they were holding 

dozens of captive Israeli officers and soldiers in secure locations and tunnels in the Gaza Strip 

(Abu Obeida's Telegram channel, October 7, 2023). In response to remarks made by Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, he said Netanyahu had spoken of "dozens" of abducted 

Israelis, but the number was actually much larger (Hamas' Telegram channel; Aljazeera.net, 

October 8, 2023). Saleh al-'Arouri, deputy head of Hamas' political bureau, said Hamas 

held IDF officers and the captives would make it possible to the release of all Palestinian 

prisoners from Israeli prisons (Shehab, October 7, 2023). 

The IDF response 

  The IDF declared a state of preparedness for war. A few hours after the invasion, IDF aircraft 

initiated massive attacks on targets in the Gaza Strip. As of October 8, 2023, over 500 targets 

had been attacked, some of them military-terrorist targets and symbols of the Hamas regime. 

They included (IDF spokesman, October 7, 8, 2023): 

 Hamas facilities and military-terrorist and operational headquarters, including the 

headquarters of the rocket unit and an operational headquarters used by the PIJ. 

 Rocket launching positions and squads. 

 Terrorist squads attempting to invade Israeli territory. 
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 Operational infrastructures established in mosques. 

 Homes of senior Hamas operatives, including Yahya al-Sinwar, Fathi Hamad, Sameh 

Sarraj, Ghazi Hamad, Salah al-Bardawil, Mahmoud al-Zahar, Nizar Awadallah, and Abu 

Anas al-Ghandour, the commander of the northern division of Hamas.3 

 High-rise buildings where the offices of Hamas units and departments were located, 

including intelligence headquarters, weapons-manufacturing production 

headquarters, the general security apparatus headquarters and the offices of the senior 

leadership. 

 Bank branches used to finance terrorism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Hamas terrorists attacked near the security fence. Left: High-rise buildings attacked, 
including Hamas headquarters and offices (IDF website, October 8, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Attack on the al-Aklouk Tower in the Nasr neighborhood in Gaza City (Shehab Twitter 
account, October 8, 2023). Left: Attack on the branch of Hamas' Islamic National in the Nasr 

neighborhood in Gaza City (Shehab Twitter account, October 8, 2023) 

 
3 The Hamas high command does not sleep at home, but rather in a bunker located directly below the 
Shifaa Hospital in western Gaza City. 
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Right: Attack on the Palestine Building in Gaza City (Twitter account of photojournalist Hassan 
Aslih, October 7, 2023). Left: Israeli Air Force attack in western Gaza City (Shehab Twitter 

account, October 7, 2023) 

 Israel stopped supplying electricity to the Gaza Strip. The Gaza electricity company 

announced the 80% shortage of electricity was due to "a fault in Israeli lines" (Israeli 

Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories, October 8, 2023). 

 The ministry of health in Gaza reported that as 10:30 a.m. on October 8, 2023, IDF attacks 

had resulted in 313 dead and 1,990 wounded. According to the ministry, hospitals in the Gaza 

Strip were operating on an emergency footing, planned surgeries were canceled and 

outpatient clinic activity stopped. They called for international organizations to supply the 

medical equipment necessary for "the situation" (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, 

October 7, 2023). According to reports, UNRWA opened its schools to receive residents whose 

homes were destroyed and about 23,000 people had already arrived (aljazeera.net, October 

8, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gazans take shelter in UNRA schools (Wafa, October 8, 2023) 

Hamas 
 Hamas' military-terrorist wing apparently spent months making preparations for Operation 

al-Aqsa Storm but did generally keep the information secret. Its intended message was again 

the unity of the arenas, and according to the Hamas leadership, it was triggered by the arrival 
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of Jewish worshippers on the Temple Mount during the Succot holiday.4 PIJ terrorist 

operatives joined the invasion but it was led by Hamas. Hamas spokesmen also tried to enlist 

the Palestinians in Judea, Samaria and Jerusalem, Israeli Arabs, Hezbollah and the Arab 

countries. 

 Mohammed Deif, commander of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades, Hamas' military-

terrorist wing, who announced the start of the attack in a pre-recorded message on al-Aqsa 

TV, said that in the first strike more than 5,000 rockets and mortar shells had been fired at 

Israel. He claimed Israel had attacked the Mourabitat (guardians of al-Aqsa Mosque) and 

"desecrated" the Mosque despite previous warnings from Hamas. He also claimed that daily 

violations continued in Judea and Samaria, and Israel had carried out hundreds of 

"massacres of civilians." He also announced the end of security coordination with Israel [for 

which the PA is responsible], and called for a general mobilization of Palestinians in Jerusalem 

and Israeli Arabs as well as "brothers" in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and Yemen (Hamas' Telegram 

channel, October 7, 2023; Safa, October 7, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muhammad Deif (Safa, October 7, 2023) 

 Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, in a pre-recorded voice 

message broadcast on al-Aqsa TV, said the operations "in the field" were proceeding as 

planned, and that the results were as yet unknown in Israel, which would be "stunned when 

it awoke to what had happened." He called on the Palestinians in Judea, Samaria and 

Jerusalem and on Israeli Arabs to participate in Operation al-Aqsa Storm, which had begun 

"in response to the cries of the Mourabitoun at al-Aqsa" (al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades website, 

October 7, 2023; Dunia al-Watan, October 7, 2023). 

 Saleh al-'Arouri, deputy head of Hamas' political bureau, who apparently helped plan 

the attack, claimed it was the result of "attempts to desecrate al-Aqsa Mosque." He claimed 

 
4 Observant Jews go to Jerusalem to pray on three holidays, Passover, Shavuot and Succot.  
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they had information that "the IDF was preparing to attack the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria 

immediately after the holidays” and for that reason they were preparing to "protect the 

Palestinians." He tried to mobilize the Palestinians in Judea and Samaria and appealed to 

them to actively participate in the attack and escalate their activities against the IDF and the 

Jewish settlers (Shehab, October 7, 2023). He added that the "resistance" [the Palestinian 

terrorist organizations] planned to continue the campaign and had a sufficient number of 

living and dead captives to free all the Hamas prisoners in Israeli jails (al-Aqsa TV, October 7, 

2023). 

 Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, who resides in Qatar, issued a press 

release claiming that the "Palestinian resistance" [terrorist organizations] was conducting a 

"campaign" for al-Aqsa Mosque, the holy places and the prisoners. According to Haniyeh, the 

main reasons for the campaign were the "criminal Zionist aggression" against al-Aqsa 

Mosque, which had reached its peak in the last few days, Israel's [alleged] intention to surprise 

them and escalate the aggression against the Gaza Strip, the continuation of Israel's [alleged] 

"relentless aggression" in Judea and Samaria, the killings and murders among Israeli Arabs, 

the decades-long detention of Palestinian prisoners, and violating agreements by rearresting 

the Palestinians freed in the Gilad Shalit exchange deal. He also claimed that the campaign 

which began in the Gaza Strip would spread to Judea and Samaria and beyond, to wherever 

there were Palestinians. Later, he gave a speech in which he said Hamas had been holding 

four prisoners,5 and Israel refused to respond to the mediators for their release even after the 

"resistance" had said more than once that "the price would rise," and now the Izz al-Din 

Qassam Brigades and the "resistance" had a large number of hostages (Hamas Telegram 

channel, October 7, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 I.e., the bodies of soldiers Hadar Goldin and Oron Shaul, and two Israeli citizens, and Avera Mengistu 
and Hisham al-Sayed, who are believed to be alive. 
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The Hamas leadership, led by Haniyeh and al-'Arouri, celebrates the invasion by giving thanks to 
Allah (Hamas Telegram channel, October 7, 2023) 

Judea, Samaria and the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
 So far, Hamas' efforts to enlist the participation of terrorist operatives in Judea and Samaria 

have been unsuccessful. However, throughout Judea and Samaria Palestinians celebrated: 

armed terrorists held marches, pastries were distributed in the streets to passersby and there 

were chants of encouragement to continue fighting. Some of the "demonstrations" 

developed into riots with Israeli security forces; five Palestinian deaths were reported (Ma'an, 

October 8, 2023). Following the events, a general strike was declared throughout Judea and 

Samaria (Ma'an, October 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Lion's Den operatives march in Nablus (Palestine Post Twitter account, October 7, 2023). 
Left: Solidarity march in the center of Ramallah (Shehab Telegram channel, October 7, 2023). 
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Celebration in the Jenin refugee camp (Twitter account of @fouadkhreiss, October 7, 2023) 

 The PA government accused Israel of responsibility [sic] and is acting on the "diplomatic 

level." Mahmoud Abbas received a phone call from Antony Blinken, the American Secretary 

of State, in which Mahmoud Abbas claimed the main reason for the "escalation" was the lack 

of a political horizon and the denial of Palestinian rights. He called for an end to the "ongoing 

Israeli escalation" against the Palestinians and "aggression" against Muslim and Christian 

holy sites, especially al-Aqsa Mosque, noting that the Palestinian people had given advance 

warning of its reaction. Blinken told him the United States was working with all parties to stop 

the "escalation" (Wafa, October 7, 2023). Mahmoud Abbas also had a phone conversation with 

French President Emmanuel Macron (Emmanuel Macron's Twitter account, October 7, 2023; 

elasemawelnas.com, October 8, 2023). 

 PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh spoke on the phone with Joseph Borrell, the 

president of the European Union Council and its foreign minister. Shtayyeh noted the 

need for political and "non-security solutions" to the Palestinian issue and claimed the 

Palestinians had to be protected from "the crimes committed by the occupation soldiers and 

its settlers." He claimed Israel was fully responsible for events and the Palestinians had the 

right "to defend themselves." He also claimed the events were the natural result of "the 

arrogance of Israel's power and its insistence on committing terrible crimes against the 

Palestinians" (Wafa, October 7, 2023). 

 The PA submitted a request to the Arab League for an emergency meeting of its foreign 

ministers as soon as possible to stop the "Israeli escalation" in the Gaza Strip and to provide 

the Palestinians with protection (al-Quds, October 8, 2023). 

 In the meantime, the PA is working to help the Gaza Strip. Muhammad Shtayyeh reported 

that on Mahmoud Abbas' orders he had instructed the PA ministries to provide the residents 

of the Gaza Strip with all the necessary assistance (Wafa, October 7, 2023). 
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The Northern Arena 
 In response to the events of October 7, 2023, a number of Hezbollah operatives on 

motorcycles approached the fence near Metulla and fired shots into the air. IDF forces shot at 

them and they retreated. On October 8, 2023, mortar shells were fired at Mount Dov. Unlike 

previous attacks from Lebanon, this time Hezbollah claimed responsibility. A message on the 

Telegram channel of Hezbollah's combat information unit claimed that as part of liberating 

the "remaining occupation Lebanese territories," and as a sign of solidarity with the 

Palestinian "resistance," Shaheed Hajj Imad Mughnieh squads had attacked three Israeli 

posts in the Shebaa Farms area with artillery fire and anti-tank missiles (Telegram channel of 

the Hezbollah's combat information unit, October 8, 2023). 

 In response, the IDF fired artillery at the source of the fire from Lebanon and Israeli Air Force 

aircraft attacked Hezbollah facilities in the Mount Dov area (IDF spokesman, October 8, 2023). 

According to reports, two residents from the village of Shuba were injured (al-Nashra, October 

8, 2023). Among the targets attacked by the IDF was a tent erected by Hezbollah in the Mount 

Dov area, which was destroyed. It was later reported that the tent had been rebuilt 

(photojournalist Ali Shoeib's Twitter account, October 8, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDF attack in the Mount Dov area (IDF website, October 8, 2023) 

 UNIFIL forces said in a statement that they had monitored the attacks against the Israeli 

outposts and Israel's response and were in contact with all the relevant parties to contain the 

situation and avoid escalation (al-Nashra, October 8, 2023). 

Terrorist Attack in Egypt 
 In the meantime, a security source in Egypt reported that a police officer stationed in the 

Manshiyya area of Alexandria randomly shot at a group of Israeli tourists visiting the area, 
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killing two as well as an Egyptian; the shooter was caught (al-Masry al-Youm, October 8, 2023). 

The attack may have been inspired by the events in southern Israel. 

The Arab Arena 
 The IDF activity in the Gaza Strip has been largely condemned at the regional and inter-Arab 

level, led by Qatar, which demanded an end to Israel's "violations." 

Iran 

 General Mohammed Bakri, the chief of staff of the Iranian Army, said Operation al-Aqsa 

Storm had turned the nightmare of Israel's collapse into a certainty for the country's leaders. 

He said no "ridiculous" efforts at normalization could slow down the process of decline and 

collapse of "the spider's web's" [a phrase often used by Hezbollah secretary general Hassan 

Nasrallah] (Tasnim, October 8, 2023). 

 Hossein-Amir Abdollahian, Iranian foreign minister, spoke by phone with his Turkish 

counterpart, Hakhan Fidan. Abdollahian claimed that the "resistance" action was the 

"spontaneous" result of Israel's "ongoing crimes" against "Palestine." He emphasized the 

need for solidarity and unity among the Islamic countries in support of Jerusalem and the 

"oppressed" Palestinian people (IRNA, October 8, 2023). 

 Ali Shamkhani, the political advisor to Iran's supreme leader and a member of the 

Expediency Discernment Council, issued a message supporting the invasion of Israel, 

claiming that Operation al-Aqsa Storm was an example of a "legitimate defense" [sic] against 

the "criminal occupation regime." The post on Twitter was also published in Hebrew, Russian, 

English and Arabic (Ali Shamkhani's Twitter account, October 8, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ali Shamkhani's message (Ali Shamkhani's Twitter account, October 8, 2023) 

Saudi Arabia 

  Faisal bin Farrakhan, the Saudi foreign minister, spoke with Antony Blinken, the 

American secretary of state, to discuss developments. According to the Saudi Arabian 
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foreign ministry, the minister stated that action had to be taken to stop the escalation 

immediately and emphasized that Saudi Arabia condemned any form of harm to innocents. 

He also emphasized that both sides had to respect international humanitarian law (al-

Arabiya, October 7, 2023). 

Egypt 

 According to reports, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi was following the events 

from Egypt's strategic crisis management center and had called for increased efforts to 

contain the events and prevent further escalation (Extra News, October 7, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

El-Sisi following the events in Gaza and the surrounding area (Extra News, October 7, 2023) 

Turkey 

 The president of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, called on Israel and the Palestinians to 

prevent escalation and act rationally and not be impulsive, which could raise the level of 

tension (NEWS9, October 7, 2023). 

Demonstrations of support 

 Rallies and demonstrations of support and solidarity with the Gaza Strip were held in several 

cities, including Karak in Jordan (Shehab Twitter account, October 8, 2023) and Rabat, the 

capital of Morocco (al-Andalou News, October 8, 2023). In Basra in Iraq there was a small 

demonstration of support organized by members of the Hezbollah Battalions, a pro-Iranian 

militia (al-Sumaria, October 7, 2023). 
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Right: Outbreak of joy Karak (Shehab Twitter account, October 8, 2023). Left: Support 
demonstration in Basra (al-Sumaria, October 7, 2023) 

The West 
UN activity 

 Stéphane Dujarric spokesman for the UN secretary general, said UN Secretary General 

António Guterres strongly condemned the Hamas attack on Israeli cities (UN website, October 

7, 2023) On October 8, 2023, at 10:00 p.m., the UN Security Council is scheduled to convene to 

discuss the events in Gaza (Times of Israel, October 7, 2023). 

United States 

 United States President Joe Biden expressed support for Israel and emphasized that Israel 

had the right to fully defend itself and its citizens, noting there was no justification for 

terrorism. He said the United States stood by Israel and would do everything to enable Israel 

to defend itself. He also sent a message to the countries of the region stating that it was not 

the moment to take advantage of the situation (il.usembassy.gov, October 7, 2023). 

Britain 

 British Secretary of State James Cleverly strongly condemned the Hamas terrorist attack 

which included murder, kidnapping and firing thousands of rockets, noting that they 

recognized Israel's right to self-defense (Sky News, October 7, 2023). 

France 

 French President Emmanuel Macron spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and Israeli President Yitzhak Herzog, and expressed his support for Israel. He also 

tweeted that he condemned the attacks from Gaza against Israel, its soldiers and residents, 

and that France expressed solidarity with Israel and the Israeli people. France, he said, was 

committed to their safety and their right to defend themselves. Macron also spoke with Najib 
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Mikati, the prime minister of Lebanon's interim government (Emmanuel Macron's Twitter 

account, October 7, 2023; elasemawelnas.com, October 8, 2023). 

Germany 

  German Chancellor Olaf Scholz stated that Germany stood by Israel and condemned the 

attacks (deutschland.de, October 7, 2023). 

 Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau tweeted that Canada strongly condemned the 

terrorist attack against Israel, stating that Canada stood by Israel and fully supported its right 

to defend itself (Justin Trudeau's Twitter account, October 7, 2023 ). 
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Overview 
 During the past 24 hours, Israeli security forces carried out massive activity in the Gaza Strip 

on land, in the air and at sea; several hundred targets were attacked from the air. The forces 

continued searching for and clashing with terrorists who still remained in Israel. In the 

meantime, Gaza continued firing rockets at Israel's south and center. According to an initial 

report, in the afternoon several rockets were fired at the north of the country from Lebanese 

territory. 

 The Israeli ministry of health reported there were 2,586 wounded in hospitals across the 

country. So far over 800 deaths have been reported. Approximately 150 abducted Israelis are 

being held captive in the Gaza Strip by Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ). 

 The ministry of health in Gaza reported 493 Palestinian deaths and 2,751 wounded. 

 Hamas and the PIJ continue to boast of their "achievements" and try to recruit the 

Palestinians in Judea and Samaria to join the war. 

 In Judea and Samaria Palestinians attacked and clashed with Israeli security forces several 

times. Sixteen Palestinians have been killed since the beginning of the war. The Palestinian 

Authority (PA) is operating in the Arab and international arenas to calm the situation and to 

help the Gaza Strip. 

 The chairman of Hezbollah's executive council claimed the war was not only for the 

Palestinians but for the entire Muslim nation, adding that Hezbollah was not remaining 

neutral and was on high alert. Najib Mikati, the prime minister of Lebanon's interim 

government, called for calm in south Lebanon. 

 The Iranian president spoke with the head Hamas' political bureau and the PIJ's secretary 

general and expressed support for the "activity" against Israel. Iranian officials denied reports 

they were behind the Gaza Strip invasion of Israel. 

 The UN Security Council held a discussion on the issue which ended without a public 

statement. 
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The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 
 Ground activity: IDF forces continued operating against Hamas terrorists on land, in the air 

and at sea. In the areas surrounding the Gaza Strip, IDF fighters and Israeli security forces 

continued clearing the area of terrorists, going from door to door and carrying out exhaustive 

searches. On several occasions, the forces encountered terrorists. In the meantime, the 

residents of the Israeli villages near the border fence were being evacuated (IDF spokesman, 

October 9, 2023). 

 The IDF spokesman reported that the IDF had gained full control over all the villages near 

the Gaza Strip and there were still six active centers of fighting. About seventy terrorists 

invaded Kibbutz Be'eri and most of them were killed in exchanges of fire. A few terrorists 

remained and were barricading themselves in kibbutz houses. Seven terrorists were identified 

in Kibbutz Kfar Aza after an exchange of fire, they fled to the kibbutz fields. Other locations 

were Kibbutz Nirim, Kibbutz Alumim, Kibbutz Nir Oz, Kibbutz Holit and the Shaar HaNegev 

regional council. There was also an exchange of fire with terrorists in the southern city of 

Sderot. The possibility that terrorists entered Israel through tunnels is being investigated (IDF 

spokesman, October 9, 2023). 

 Aerial activity: In the past 24 hours, the IDF carried out four massive waves of aerial attacks 

on the Gaza Strip, hitting more than 800 targets. Between 50 and 60 fighter jets participated 

in each wave. At the same time, IDF forces fired artillery at the Gaza Strip. One of the targets 

was the area of Beit Hanoun in the northern Gaza Strip, on the border with Israel. 

 Among the targets attacked during the past 24 hours were the following (IDF spokesman, 

October 9, 2023): 

 Hamas and PIJ operational headquarters. 

 High-rise buildings, among them a building where a Hamas military headquarters was 

located and a building used for operations by a senior member of the Hamas naval 

force. 

 Terrorist tunnels in the Beit Hanoun area in the northern Gaza Strip. One of the 

tunnels ran under a high-rise building and was near a mosque. 

 Operational infrastructures of Hamas' military-terrorist wing, one of them located 

inside a mosque. 

 The Palestinian National Bank branch in the Rimal neighborhood of Gaza City. 
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 Homes of senior Hamas terrorist operatives, including the house of Farah Hamed,1 

located near a mosque and three schools, in a building which also housed a military 

facility.  

 A PIJ facility located in a residential building where its terrorist operatives lived. 

 Buildings used by terrorist squads. 

 Hamas operational headquarters, including the headquarters of a senior naval force 

operative. 

 Aerial attacks also prevented additional terrorist squads from entering Israeli 

territory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial attacks on a munitions warehouse and an entrance shaft to a tunnel (IDF spokesman's 
website, October 9, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Aerial attacks on tunnels in Beit Hanoun. Left: Aerial attack on a Hamas military facility 
situated in a mosque in the Jabalia area (IDF spokesman's website, October 9, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 A Hamas terrorist from the Palestinian village of Silwad deported to Gaza as part of the 2011 Shalit 
exchange deal. 



4 

190-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Right: Israeli Air Force attack in western Gaza City. Left: Aerial attack on the al-Shati refugee 
camp (Twitter account of photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 9, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Air Force attack on Beit Hanoun. Left: The attack on the branch of Hamas' Islamic 
National Bank in the Rimal neighborhood of Gaza City                                                                                   

(Shehab Twitter account, October 8, 2023) 

 Naval activity: The Israeli Navy prevented terrorist operatives from entering Israel by sea 

and killed dozens of them. Israeli missile ships attacked rocket launchers aimed at Israel and 

observation posts of the Hamas naval force. Israeli naval commandos captured a senior 

operative of the Hamas naval force, apprehending him on the beach (IDF spokesman, October 

9, 2023). 

 Since the beginning of the war, approximately 1,200 targets in the Gaza Strip have been 

attacked. Air Force aircraft have dropped approximately 2,000 projectiles and over 1,000 tons 

of explosives. So far, 21 high-rise buildings linked to terrorist activity have been attacked (IDF 

spokesman, October 9, 2023). 

 In response to the IDF attacks, Izzat al-Rishq, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said 

attacks against residential buildings inhabited by women and children, and mosques and 

schools in the Gaza Strip were "war crimes and terrorism carried out with American cover and 
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support." He demanded the international community and all "freedom movements" around 

globe "condemn the heinous Zionist crimes" (Hamas Telegram channel, October 9, 2023). 

 According to the ministry of health in Gaza, as of 10:30 a.m., there were 493 Palestinian 

deaths and 2,751 wounded (ministry of health in Gaza Facebook page, October 9, 2023). 

 According to UNRWA, 74,000 Gazans have been taken in by its 64 schools, which were 

opened specifically to serve as shelters for residents who lost their houses and for those who 

left them because of the war. October 9, 2023). UNRWA claimed it could not meet the needs 

of all the asylum seekers in the Gaza Strip and could meet needs for two weeks only (al-

Arabiya, October 8, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absorption of residents in UNRWA schools (Wafa, October 9, 2023) 

 After Israel closed the crossings and stopped supplying electricity to the Gaza Strip, 

Palestinian sources said that the reserves of fuel for operating the power plant in the Gaza 

Strip would out on Wednesday, October 11, 2023 (Telegram channel of journalist Hassan Aslih, 

October 9, 2023). 

Rocket attacks 
 In the meantime, the launching of barrages of rockets at Israel continued, most of them 

targeting the Israeli villages near the border. In the evening a massive barrage was fired at 

central Israel. Hamas and the PIJ claimed responsibility for the rocket fire. On October 9, 2023, 

rocket fire continued in the south. In the afternoon it was amplified to include the Jerusalem 

and Tel Aviv areas and the coastal plain. Hamas' military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility 

for the rocket fire and claimed it was the response to the attacks on buildings in the Gaza Strip. 

Several Israelis were injured and property damage was reported 

 According to the IDF spokesman, so far 3,700 rockets have been launched at Israel, 

2,400 falling in open areas. More than 200 rockets were intercepted by the Iron Dome 

aerial defense system; 66 direct hits were identified (IDF spokesman, October 9, 2023). 
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Right: A rocket hits a house in Sderot (QudsN Twitter account, October 9, 2023). Left: A house in 
an Israeli village near the border hit by rockets fired from Gaza (Shehab Twitter account, 

October 9, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cars burned in a fire caused by a rocket in a parking lot near the Gaza Strip where 200 vehicles 
were parked, (Shehab Twitter account, October 8, 2023) 

 On October 9, 2023, at noon, several rockets were launched from Lebanon towards the north 

of the country. The event is under investigation. 

Israeli casualties 
 The Israeli ministry of health reported that as of October 9, 2023 there were 2,586 injured 

Israelis in hospitals across the country, and so far more than 800 deaths had been 

reported. About 150 abducted Israelis are being held captive in the Gaza Strip by Hamas and 

the PIJ (Hamas and PIJ Telegram channels, October 8, 2023); there are foreign nationals 

among them. 

 Musa Abu Marzouq, a senior Hamas figure, said that more than a hundred Israelis were 

being held by Hamas, including high-ranking IDF officers. He claimed that in view of the 

"continued aggression" it was still too early to talk about negotiations for a ceasefire (al-Ghad, 

October 8, 2023). Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, claimed the organization had 

more than thirty captives (PIJ website, October 8, 2023). 

 Zaher Jabarin, who holds the "prisoner portfolio" in Hamas, claimed that the abductees 

would end the prisoner issue "and clean out the Zionist prisons" (al-Aqsa TV, October 9, 2023). 
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 The Chinese news agency reported from a "source in Hamas" that mediation was being led 

by Qatar and supported by the United States for an exchange deal with Israel. According to 

"the source," they were trying to reach an agreement that would include the release of the 

Israeli women held in the Gaza Strip in exchange for the release of female Palestinian 

prisoners. "The source" also stated that a senior Hamas figure told Qatar they were not 

opposed to the deal on the condition that it guaranteed the release of all 36 Palestinian female 

prisoners in Israeli prisons (China News Agency, October 9, 2023). The information has not 

been verified.  

The Gaza Strip 
Hamas 
 Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist wing, continued bragging about 

further achievements and successes and the continued launching of rockets, including at 

central Israel. Hamas issued videos of weapons it used in the war (Hamas Telegram channel, 

October 8, 2023; al-Jazeera TV website, October 8, 2023). Usama Hamdan, a senior Hamas 

figure, also stated they had neutralized some of Israel's capabilities by means of cyber 

attacks, which facilitated the operatives' entrance into Israeli territory. He added that Hamas 

believed that "the Israeli decision-makers understood the message of the Shebaa Farm" [the 

shelling of the Mount Dov area yesterday by Hezbollah] (al-Mayadeen, October 8, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs from a video showing al-Zawari "suicide" UAVs, which they say supported the 
preliminary fire for the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades terrorists to enter Israeli territory (Izz al-Din 

Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, October 8, 2023) 
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Photographs from a video of Hamas' military-terrorist wing unveiling the locally-produced 
Mitvar1 aerial defense systems, which they claim were used for the first time Operation al-Aqsa 

Storm (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, October 9, 2023) 

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad  
 Abu Hamza, the spokesman for the Jerusalem Brigades, the PIJ's military-terrorist 

wing, issued a speech in which he claimed they were fighting to "protect the holy places" and 

to undo the injustice done to the prisoners in Israeli jails. He said the war should not be limited 

to the Gaza Strip and Israel had to feel the danger "in Palestine and beyond." Addressing the 

prisoners, he claimed their release was closer than ever, and called on "our brothers in the 

West Bank" to continue confronting Israel (Abu Hamza's Telegram channel, October 8, 2023) 

 For the first time since the beginning of the war, Ziyad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general, 

gave a speech. He said the war had exposed Israel's weakness, caused it to become hysterical 

and paralyzed, and showed it could be broken. He added that Israel was making a mistake by 

thinking that after defeat and humiliation, by destroying houses and attacking buildings and 

civilians, with American backing, it could break the will of the Palestinians and their "fighters." 

It would, he claimed, only strengthen the Palestinians and increase their determination to 

continue fighting. 

 He claimed that the battles in the "settlements" around Gaza, the raids on IDF camps and 

the capture of soldiers were evidence that Israel's army was weaker than many people around 

the world believed. He added that dozens of military and civilian captives were currently being 

held in the Gaza Strip (PIJ website, October 8, 2023). 
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Al-Nakhalah speaks (al-Mayadeen TV Twitter account, October 8, 2023) 

 Muhammad al-Hindi, deputy PIJ secretary general, said in an interview that the PIJ was 

taking an active part in Operation al-Aqsa Storm. He claimed it was "a strategic blow" that 

would have consequences for the entire region, and that all the past rules of engagement had 

changed. He added that, unlike in the past, when Israel was the initiator and determined the 

timing of the campaign, this time the "resistance" [the Palestinian terrorist organizations] 

determined the timing and place. He said the operation also had political influence and 

Israel's dream of penetrating Arab countries through normalizing relations was fading away 

(PIJ website, October 8, 2023; al-Jazeera YouTube channel, October 8, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muhammad al-Hindi interviewed (al-Jazeera YouTube channel, October 8, 2023) 

 The PIJ's military-terrorist wing issued a video which it documented attacking specific Israeli 

targets near the Gaza Strip using Ziyad suicide UAVs (Jerusalem Brigades' Telegram channel, 

October 9, 2023). The organization's military-terrorist wing displayed the aircraft during the 

military parade it held in the Gaza Strip on October 4, 2023 to mark the 36th anniversary of its 

establishment. 
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A Ziyad suicide UAV (Right: Jerusalem Brigades Telegram channel, October 9, 2023) (Left: Shams 

News Twitter account, October 4, 2023) 

Judea, Samaria and the Palestinian Authority 
 So far, Hamas’ efforts to enlist operatives on the ground to join the war against Israel 

have not succeeded, but during the past 24 hours several terrorist attacks were carried out, 

and in several locations there were violent clashes between Palestinians and Israeli security 

forces. The Palestinian Red Crescent reported that its teams had treated 41 wounded (al-

Araby al-Jadeed, October 8, 2023). There were also several attempts to carry out attacks. 

Sixteen Palestinians have been killed in Judea and Samaria since the beginning of the war. 

 The main events were the following: 

 On the evening of October 8, 2023, an exchange of gunfire was reported near the 

Qalandia checkpoint (Shehab Telegram channel, October 8, 2023). The ministry of 

health in Ramallah reported four fatalities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from a video documenting shooting at the Qalandia checkpoint (@Yousef3fsh 
Twitter account, October 9, 2023) 
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 There were reports of three fatalities in clashes in Jericho, Hebron and Bayta (ministry 

of health in Ramallah Telegram channel, October 8 and 9, 2023).  

 On the night of October 8, 2023, exchanges of fire between terrorist operatives and 

security forces were reported in Tubas, Tulkarm and the Aqabat Jaber refugee camp in 

Jericho.  

  Before dawn on October 9, 2013, shots were fired at an Israeli force near the village of 

Jaba’. The Tulkarm Battalion and the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades reported shooting and 

clashes near the Nitzanei Oz checkpoint as part of Operation al-Aqsa Storm. 

 Violent clashes broke out in Beit Ummar, north of Hebron, during which Molotov 

cocktails were thrown at military vehicles.  

 An IED was thrown at Beit El, north of Ramallah, and the Atarah checkpoint in the 

northern part of Ramallah district was targeted by gunfire. Terrorists also reportedly 

opened fire at the Shavei Shomron checkpoint (QudsN, October 9, 2023).  

 Before dawn on October 9, 2023, a Palestinian driving a tractor broke through a 

military post near the Jewish community in Hebron and tried to run over soldiers; he 

was shot and killed (Israeli media, October 9, 2023). The Palestinian media reported that 

he was Rajeh Husam Rajeh Taha Abu Sneineh, 18 years old, from Hebron (Amad, 

October 9, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: The scene of the vehicular attack in Hebron (al-Quds, October 9, 2023). Left: The 
Palestinian terrorist (Amad, October 9, 2023) 

Palestinian Authority  
 PA chairman Mahmoud Abbas spoke by phone with Qatar's emir, Tamim bin Hamad, 

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, and Jordan’s King Abdullah II in separate 

conversations. He stressed the need to transfer aid to the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and 

the need for all sides to act to stop the “Israeli aggression.” The heads of state stressed they 
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were making every effort with all international and regional elements to stop the escalation 

and ensure the arrival of aid in the Gaza Strip (Wafa, October 8, 2023). 

 PA Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh said in a statement that from the first stage of the 

fighting in the Gaza Strip they had begun an international and Arab move to stop the 

“aggression” and make it clear to the world that Israel’s security solutions had been 

completely inadequate and the only solution was to end the “occupation.” Shtayyeh also 

demanded that the PA representative in Cairo examine the possibilities of transferring aid to 

the Gaza Strip through the Rafah crossing (Muhammad Shtayyeh’s Facebook page, October 

9, 2023). At the weekly cabinet meeting he said that “Israel is an aggressive, occupation state” 

and the Palestinians had the right to "defend themselves" (Wafa, October 9, 2023). 

The Northern Arena 
Hezbollah  
 According to sources in Lebanon, Hezbollah’s attack on Israel yesterday was a message to 

Israel that if it carried out a ground operation in the Gaza Strip, its northern borders will not 

remain quiet, “as part of the equation of unity of the arenas” (al-Nashra, October 9, 2023). 

 Hashem Safi al-Din, chairman of Hezbollah’s Executive Council, speaking at a rally in 

solidarity with the Palestinian people in Beirut’s Hezbollah-owned Shi'ite Dahiya 

neighborhood, said that the "campaign" was the campaign of the entire [Muslim] nation and 

therefore everyone had to join it in defending Jerusalem and the holy sites. He noted that 

Netanyahu had to understand that the war was not only being waged by the residents of Gaza 

and the West Bank, the responsibility fell on the shoulders of the entire nation. He also noted 

that Hezbollah was not neutral and was on high alert and prepared for every need (Radio Nur, 

October 8, 2023). 

Lebanon  
  Najib Mikati, prime minister of Lebanon’s interim government, spoke for the first time 

about the events in the Gaza Strip and south Lebanon. He said he was monitoring 

developments and holding talks on with international, Arab and regional elements. During 

the talks, he stressed that the Lebanese government’s top priority was to maintain security 

and stability in south Lebanon, adhere to implementing Resolution 1701, stop “ongoing Israeli 

violations against Lebanese sovereignty in the air, at sea and on land,” and demand they 

withdraw from the “occupied Lebanese territories.” Regarding the Palestinian issue, he said 

that what was happening in the Palestinian territories was the inevitable result of Israel’s 
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attitude to the Palestinian people, and he called on the international community to exert 

pressure on Israel (Lebanese prime minister’s office Twitter account, October 9, 2023). 

  Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdullah Bou Habib said in an interview conducted before 

Hezbollah claimed responsibility for attacking the border posts (October 8, 2023), that they 

had received a promise from Hezbollah that it would not intervene in the war unless Israel 

provoked Lebanon. He referred to the escalation as "dangerous" and attributed it to “Israel’s 

ongoing harm to the Palestinian people.” He also said that Israel should not expand the war 

in the Gaza Strip and in the Israeli villages near the border, and that Lebanon’s position was 

consistent with Arab positions (al-Sharq al-Awsat, October 9, 2023). 

  Paula Yacoubian, a member of the Lebanese Parliament, called on Hezbollah to refrain 

from entering the war against Israel, saying that although they were proud of the Palestinian 

"action," they had been burned enough and Lebanon today could not bear entering a new 

struggle (al-Jadeed, October 8, 2023). 

Iran 
  The Iranian Supreme Leader’s senior advisor on international affairs said that advocates of 

normalization with Israel who wanted to sever ties with the Muslim nations [to solve their 

internal problems] should learn the lesson of recent events (Tasnim, October 9, 2023). 

 Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi spoke separately by phone with Ismail Haniyeh, head of 

Hamas’ political bureau, and Ziad al-Nakhalah, PIJ secretary general. Raisi told Haniyeh 

he admired the actions of “Hamas fighters and all fighters in the battle arenas.” He also said 

Iran supported the "resistance" [terrorist organizations] and the Palestinian people, who had 

"pleased the Islamic nation with their initiative." Haniyeh said that despite Israel’s 

capabilities, the “resistance” had destabilized it and managed to take over its posts and kill 

hundreds of Israelis. He stressed that Operation al-Aqsa Storm was still at its beginning and 

would end in a decisive victory (Hamas Telegram channel, October 8, 2023). Speaking with al-

Nakhalah, Raisi congratulated the Palestinian people on the victories of the “resistance” and 

stressed Iran’s support of the Palestinian people and its "activity." Al-Nakhalah stressed the 

importance Operation al-Aqsa Storm and discussed the latest developments on the ground 

(PIJ Telegram channel, October 8, 2023). 

  Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps Commander Hossein Salami said that the “heroic 

Palestinians” had pursued and captured Israeli soldiers without any fear, adding that Israel 
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could no longer spread lies about its power. He claimed it was the end of the occupation and 

the aggression, and the Americans could no longer save them (Tasnim, October 9, 2023). 

Did Iran help Hamas? 

 According to an article in the Wall Street Journal, senior Hamas and Hezbollah figures said 

that Iran had helped plan the Hamas attack and that during a meeting held in Beirut on 

October 2, 2023, had given them the green light to go ahead. The officials added that IRGC 

officers had been working with Hamas operatives since August 2023 to plan the combined 

attack on land, in the air and at sea. It was also reported that the attack was discussed during 

several meetings in Beirut attended by IRGC officers and representatives of four Iranian-

supported organizations, including Hamas and Hezbollah. Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 

Amir-Abdollahian participated in at least two of the meetings. According to the senior 

officials, the attack was planned for a time when Israel was preoccupied with political 

disputes, and was also meant to disrupt American-mediated talks to normalize Saudi Arabian-

Israeli relations, which Iran regards as a threat. According to senior Hamas and Hezbollah 

figures and a senior Iranian official, Iran’s broader plan is to create a multi-front threat to Israel 

from all sides: Hezbollah and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine in the north, 

and the PIJ and Hamas in Gaza, Judea and Samaria. 

  However, when senior Hamas figure Mahmoud Mardawi2 was asked about the meetings, 

he claimed it had been a Palestinian decision. The spokesman for the Iranian delegation to 

the UN said in response that his country supported Hamas’ actions in the Gaza Strip but 

claimed that Iran had not directed them and that the decisions made by the “Palestinian 

resistance” were independent and consistent with the interests of the Palestinians (India 

Today website, October 9, 2023). 

  CNN reported from senior American officials that the Biden administration had not yet 

found a “smoking gun” directly linking Iran to the planning and execution of the attack against 

Israel. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that in this particular case, they had not yet 

found evidence that Iran directed or was behind the events. In another statement, he said that 

they were examining the issue very carefully (CNN website, October 8, 2023). 

 Interviewed by the BBC, Senior Hamas figure Ghazi Hamad, when asked about the extent 

of aid and support received by Hamas from Iran for carrying out the attack, said he was proud 

 
2 He was released in the Gilad Shalit exchange deal and deported to the Gaza Strip. 
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many countries were supporting them. He noted that Iran was helping them, as well as other 

countries, with money, weapons or political support. Although his answer was somewhat 

vague, he did not deny Iran’s assistance to Hamas and the PIJ (BBC in Arabic, October 8, 2023). 

  Iran’s mission to the UN denied Tehran’s involvement in the events, but also claimed the 

Palestinians’ actions were completely legitimate, as they were in response to seven decades 

of “occupation and crimes of the Zionist regime” (October 9, 2023). Nasser Kanani, 

spokesman for Iran’s foreign ministry, warned that any “foolish” action against Tehran 

would be met with a destructive response. Regarding the claims about Iran’s involvement in 

the war, he said the Palestinians were capable of defending themselves, but added that 

Hezbollah or Iran’s aid was no less important than American aid to Israel (al-Mayadeen, 

October 9, 2023). 

Arab World 
Egypt 
  Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi spoke with Jordan’s King Abdullah II about the 

latest developments and the escalation between the Palestinians and Israel. They stressed 

the need to cooperate to stop the escalation and violence in order to prevent bloodshed and 

keep the situation from deteriorating further deterioration (al-Youm al-Sabaa, October 8, 

2023). 

United Arab Emirates 
  The UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement that Hamas attacks on towns and 

villages near the Gaza Strip, including the launching of thousands of rockets, were a serious 

escalation and that the ministry was shocked by reports of Israeli civilians abducted from their 

homes. The ministry called on both sides to deescalate and refrain from escalating the 

violence (UAE Foreign Ministry website, October 8, 2023).  

Iraq 
  Akram al-Kaabi, secretary general of the Iraqi al-Nujaba militia, declared that any effort 

by the “Zionists” and American and Western supporters of Israel to expand the conflict would 

be met with a decisive response from the “resistance” from various arenas. He also said they 

were proud of the Palestinian people and the “resistance” groups that had proven to the 

world that the equation of deterrence had changed. He stressed that they were not alone and 

that the "resistance axis" [Iran, its proxies, Hezbollah and the Palestinian terrorist 

organizations] was united (official website of the Nujaba militia, October 9, 2023). 
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The West 
UN Security Council meeting 
  At 10 p.m. on October 8, 2023, at 22:00, the UN Security Council convened for a closed 

emergency session to discuss the events in the Gaza Strip. The United States urged a 

condemnation of Hamas no agreement was reached, and no summary announcement was 

made because the participants were unable to reach a joint statement (al-Jazeera TV, October 

9, 2023).  

  Riyadh Mansour, the Palestinian representative to the UN, said at the Security Council 

meeting that the situation had reached a dangerous and volatile point, as they had been 

warning for a long time. He called on the Security Council to immediately stop the violence 

and bring about a ceasefire for the sake of civilian security. He said Israel was “the occupying 

power” fully responsible for the situation (PA mission to the UN Twitter account, October 8, 

2023). 

United States 
  The White House announced that President Biden had ordered additional aid to be sent to 

Israel. The American Secretary of Defense officially announced the transfer of US Navy ships 

to the region, including an aircraft carrier. Fighter jets will also be sent (US Department of 

Defense website, October 8, 2023). The aircraft carrier Ford was ordered to sail to the eastern 

Mediterranean to assist Israel. The vessel is accompanied by the missile ship Normandy and 

four destroyers. According to US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, the US will also 

strengthen its aircraft presence in the region (Reuters, October 8, 2023). NBC reported that 

American officials were examining the possibility of evacuating American citizens from the 

area but stressed it had not yet been decided (Reuters; NBC, October 8, 2023). 

 Hamas spokesman Hazem Qassem claimed in response that the American announcement 

of sending an aircraft carrier to the region was practical participation in the aggression against 

the Palestinians. He said such actions would not deter them and they would continue to 

"defend the Palestinian people and the holy sites" (Hazem Qassem’s Telegram channel, 

October 9, 2023).  

  Mohammed al-Bukhaiti, a member of Yemen's Houthi political bureau, also addressed 

the American intervention in the conflict, saying that the "resistance axis" had to present the 

United States with two options: either stop the aggression against the Gaza Strip or enter the 

battle (al-Bukhaiti’s Twitter account, October 8, 2023). 
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Russia 
  Maria Zakharova, spokeswoman for the Russian Foreign Ministry, called on Israel and 

the Palestinians to stop hostilities and reach an immediate ceasefire (themoscowtimes.com, 

October 7, 2023). Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Russia would work alongside the 

Arab League to “stop the bloodshed” (Barron’s, October 9, 2023). Meanwhile, Arab League 

Secretary General Ahmed Aboul Gheit reportedly arrived in Russia and met with Lavrov 

(Reuters, October 8, 2023). 

Global Jihad 
Al-Qaeda’s branch in the Indian subcontinent  
  Al-Qaeda’s branch in the Indian subcontinent issued a statement in support of attacking 

Jews. The announcement begins with the slogan “Khaybar, Khaybar, O Jews, Muhammad’s 

army will return,” referring to the Battle of Khaybar, which took place at the beginning of 

Islam, in 628 CE between Muslims and the Jews of the city of Khaybar, on the periphery of the 

city of Medina, in which many of the city’s Jews were massacred. The announcement praises 

Hamas’ attack on the “infidel Jews” and stresses that it “warms the hearts of Muslims.” The 

announcement also stressed the importance of Jerusalem to Islam (Telegram, October 8, 

2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcement by Al-Qaeda’s branch in the Indian subcontinent (Telegram, October 8, 2023) 
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Overview 
 The southern sector: IDF fighters continued battling terrorists in the Israeli villages 

and IDF posts in the area surrounding the Gaza Strip. Later in the day, the IDF spokesman 

announced that full control of the fence had been regained. The massive attacks against Gaza 

from the air, sea and land continued. The terrorist organizations launched rocket barrage 

after barrage, although fewer than during the first two days. Several people were injured and 

property damage was reported. 

 Many Gazans sought shelter from the IDF attacks in UNRWA schools. Hamas hinted 

they would harm the Israeli captives if Israel continued the attacks. Hamas also continued to 

encourage the Palestinians in Judea and Samaria and Israeli Arabs to join the war and called 

for focusing activity this coming Friday, October 13, 2023. Ali Barake, a senior Hamas figure, 

gave in an interview in which he revealed details about Hamas' terrorist attacks, claiming that 

neither Iran nor Hezbollah had participated in carrying it out. He also claimed Hamas had 

sufficient weapons and operatives for an extended campaign. 

 The northern sector: Tensions rose in the north of Israel after a terrorist squad of 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) operatives infiltrated Israeli territory. Two of the terrorists were 

killed and a third returned to Lebanese territory. In the clashes with the terrorists an IDF officer 

was killed and five soldiers were injured. In response, the IDF shot and killed a number of 

Hezbollah operatives. Hezbollah then fired mortar shells at two IDF bases in northern Israel, 

"as an initial response." 

 Judea and Samaria: Throughout Judea and Samaria there were several attacks and 

attempts to carry out attacks. Palestinians also held rallies and demonstrations in support of 

the wars. Two Palestinians were killed during clashes with Israeli security forces. Senior 

Palestinian Authority (PA) figures continued "diplomatic" activity while blaming Israel for the 

situation. 
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 The international arena: Expressions of support and sympathy for Israel continued 

around the globe, including in several Arab countries. Militias in Iraq and Jihad groups in Syria 

expressed support for Hamas. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

 Ground activity: IDF fighters continued battling terrorists in Israeli villages and IDF 

posts in the area surrounding the Gaza Strip. The main combat sites were Kibbutz Kissufim, 

Kibbutz Nahal Oz and Netiv HaAsara; the IDF regained control over the villages and posts, and 

fired artillery at the Gaza Strip (IDF spokesman, October 9 and 10, 2023). 

 The IDF spokesman reported that full control of the fence along the Gaza Strip border 

had been restored, adding that during the past 24 hours not a single terrorist had entered 

Israeli territory. He said the IDF controlled the fence by means of surveillance and fire power, 

and engineering forces were working to seal the breaches. In the meantime, he said, IDF forces 

were working to clear the area lest individual terrorists still might be hiding. The spokesman 

noted that at the current stage, the suspected existence of tunnels crossing into Israeli 

territory had not been verified (IDF spokesman, October 10, 2023). 

 Aerial activity: Aerial attacks in the Gaza Strip against terrorist targets, mainly those 

belonging to Hamas, increased. More than 200 attacks were carried out in the Rimal 

neighborhood in Gaza City and in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip. Among the targets 

attacked were (IDF spokesman, October 9 and 10, 2023): 

 A building used by Hamas operatives for interrogations. 

 The shaft of an attack tunnel and military facilities. 

 A mosque where an operational headquarters was located. 

 Weapons storehouses. 

 A building where many PIJ terrorist operatives were staying. 

 An armed terrorist squad on the fence in the Zikim area in the northern Gaza 

Strip. 
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An attack on operational headquarters used by Hamas and the PIJ                                                             
(IDF website, October 10, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on a terrorist squad in the Zikim area. Left: Attack on terrorist targets in the Gaza 
Strip (IDF spokesman's website, October 10, 2023) 

 Naval activity: While the Israeli Air Force was carrying out airstrikes, Israeli Navy 

forces attacked Hamas targets along the Gaza shore. Navy ships also prevented boats from 

sailing from the Gaza Strip. 

 Hamas' military-terrorist wing claimed it had launched Mitvar 3 surface-to-air missiles 

at Israeli F16 planes flying in the skies over the sea off the coast of the Gaza Strip, at a range of 

22 miles (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, October 9, 2023). 

 The IDF spokesman reported that as of 6:30 a.m. on October 10, 2023, 640 attacks had 

been carried out on terrorist targets: 492 attacks on rocket launching systems, 95 attacks on 

combat and terrorist targets, 26 attacks on strategic military facilities and 27 attacks on 

underground targets (IDF spokesman, October 10, 2023). 

 Mai al-Kayla, PA minister of health, claimed Israel was deliberately attacking 

hospitals and medical personnel. She called on the international community to intervene 

immediately to restrain the "aggression" against medical centers, ambulances and rescue 

teams in Gaza, calling it a "blatant violation of international law" (Wafa, October 9, 2023). 
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Rocket fire 

 In the meantime, Palestinian terrorists continued launching of rockets at Israel, 

although to a relatively lesser extent than during the two preceding days. Most of the attacks 

targeted the Israeli villages surrounding the Gaza Strip. Two rocket barrages were launched 

at targets further away: 

 In the afternoon, a massive rocket barrage targeted the central Israel and coastal plain 

areas. 

 In the afternoon, a massive barrage targeted the Jerusalem area. Rocket hits were 

identified in the neighborhoods of Har Adar, Mevo Bitar and Abu Gush. Several people were 

injured and property damage was reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fire caused by a rocket hitting a house in Ashkelon (QudsN Twitter account, October 9, 2023) 

 Since the beginning of the campaign, about 4,900 rockets have been fired at 

Israel: 2,800 fell in open areas, 350 rockets were intercepted by the Iron Dome aerial 

defense system; and 80 direct hits were identified. 

Israeli casualties 

 So far more than 900 deaths have been reported. According to the Israeli ministry 

of health, there were 2,900 wounded Israelis in hospitals across the country. About 150 Israelis 

are being held in the Gaza Strip by Hamas and the PIJ.  
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Photos from the settlements surrounding Gaza after the terrorist attack by Hamas (QudsN 

Twitter account, October 10, 2023) 

The Gaza Strip 
The situation on the ground in Gaza  

  The Palestinian media in Gaza continue headlining the extent of the destruction and 

intensity of the IDF attacks in the Gaza Strip. They mainly loop videos of harmed children and 

publish photos of bodies and their extraction from under the rubble (Twitter account of 

photojournalist Hassan Aslih, Shehab Twitter account, October 9, 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: The al-Rimal neighborhood in Gaza City after Israeli Air Force strikes during the night 
(Shehab Twitter account, October 10, 2023). Left: The aftermath of an attack on the building of 

the Palestinian telecommunications company PALTEL in Gaza City (Twitter account of 
photojournalist Hassan Aslih, October 10, 2023) 
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Right: Israeli Air Force night strikes in Gaza City (Twitter account of photojournalist Hassan 
Aslih, October 9, 2023). Left: Attack on a target in the northern Gaza Strip (Shehab Twitter 

account, October 9, 2023) 

 Abu Hamza, the spokesman for the PIJ's military-terrorist wing, published a video 

message warning that if Israel cared about the lives of the soldiers, officers and "settlers" held 

by the PIJ, it had to immediately stop attacking homes and killing "innocent people." If not, 

he threatened, they would suffer the same fate as Ron Arad more than forty years ago1 (PIJ 

military-terrorist wing Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Abu Hamza. The Arabic on the screen reads, "Our resistance continues; a bomb for a bomb and a 
kill for a kill (al-Mayadeen TV Twitter account, October 9, 2023) 

 At 1:00 p.m. on October 10, 2023, the ministry of health in Ramallah reported 770 dead 

and 4,000 wounded Palestinians since the beginning of the fighting in Gaza (Ma'an, October 

10, 2023). 

 According to a UNRWA report, more than 187,000 people have been displaced from 

their homes, of whom at least 137,000 have sought shelter in dozens of the organization's 

schools. UNRWA stated that the numbers were expected to rise in the coming days. According 

 
1 Ron Arad was an Israeli Air Force weapon systems officer who has been officially classified as 
missing in action since October 1986. He was lost on a mission over Lebanon and is believed to have 
been captured by the Shiite Amal organization and later handed over to Hezbollah. He is presumed dead 
(Wikipedia). 
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to the agency, its absorption capacity has reached 90% (Wafa, October 10, 2023). According 

to claims, 18 facilities belonging to UNRWA have been damaged since the beginning of the 

fighting. According to UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, two schools managed by 

UNRWA which served as shelters for displaced families were damaged (UN website, October 

9, 2023). 

 According to the Gazan energy commission, the fuel available to operate the power 

plant in Gaza will be sufficient until next Tuesday (October 17, 2023). It also stated that if the 

current situation continued, it would be forced to completely shut down the power plant, 

which could lead to a "humanitarian disaster." The commission called on the international 

community and human rights and humanitarian organizations to intervene immediately and 

urgently to force Israel to resume the supply of electricity from Israel to Gaza (al-Bawaba 24, 

October 10, 2023). 

 The Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres, expressed deep 

concern at Israel's announcement that it would impose a complete blockade on the Gaza 

Strip and emphasized that the humanitarian situation in Gaza was dire even before the 

hostilities and now it would only deteriorate. He called on all parties to allow the UN access 

to provide urgent humanitarian aid to Palestinian citizens in the Gaza Strip (UN website, 

October 9, 2023). 

 Mahmoud Abbas spoke on the phone with Guterres and asked him to intervene 

immediately, especially in the Gaza Strip, where Israel was threatening to withhold all 

humanitarian needs from the population. Guterres replied that the UN was making efforts to 

provide humanitarian aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip and make contacts with 

international parties to stop the escalation (Wafa, October 9, 2023). 

 According to the Gaza Strip crossings authority, the Rafah Crossing is operating 

normally. Reportedly, about 1,000 Gazans are expected to leave the Strip (Rafah Crossing 

News Facebook page, October 10, 2023). Later, Iyad al-Buzum, spokesman for the ministry 

of the interior in Gaza, said the crossing administration on the Egyptian side announced it 

had to be evacuated immediately because of threats of attack (Safa, October 10, 2023). 
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Activity at the Rafah Crossing (Rafah Crossing News Facebook page, October 10, 2023) 

 Following the IDF spokesman's call for citizens living in Gaza to flee to Egypt to escape 

IDF attacks in the Gaza Strip, "senior Egyptian sources" warned against pushing Palestinians 

towards the border with Egypt and calling for a mass exodus from the Gaza Strip. According 

to the "sources," the purpose of Israel's "dangerous calls" was to empty the Strip of its 

inhabitants and eliminate the Palestinian issue, and they emphasized that "Egyptian 

sovereignty is not something to be toyed with." One of the "senior sources" claimed Israel had 

the responsibility of creating humanitarian crossings to transfer aid to the residents of the 

Gaza Strip (al-Qahara Network, October 10, 2023). 

Hamas 

 Hamas' political bureau issued a statement listing a number of reasons "which justify 

its fighting Operation al-Aqsa Storm." According to Hamas, the operation is "a legitimate 

right" of the Palestinians based on all international and Sharia laws to "defend themselves." 

Other reasons cited by Hamas were the [alleged] desecration of the holy places and in 

particular al-Aqsa Mosque, Israel's aggression, violations by the settlers and the settlements, 

Israel's [alleged] crimes against the prisoners and the war [allegedly] waged by Israel against 

the Palestinians in Judea and Samaria (Hamas Telegram channel, October 9, 2023). 

 Hamas continued attempts to recruit operatives for the war. A statement published 

by Hamas called on the Palestinians in Judea and Samaria and east Jerusalem, Israeli Arabs, 

the Palestinians in the dispersal and the entire Arab nation to join forces with Hamas. The 

statement claimed that this coming Friday, October 13, 2023, would be a day of general 

mobilization in the Arab and Islamic world to show solidarity with the Palestinian people and 

their "resistance" [terrorist attacks on Israel], to be called "Friday of Operation al-Aqsa 
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Storm." Hamas also called for demonstrations and confrontations with IDF soldiers ("the 

cowardly occupation army") everywhere. Another call was addressed to the Palestinians in 

the refugee camps and the dispersal, asking them to march en masse towards Israel's borders 

(Hamas Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

 During the past 24 hours, Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-terrorist 

wing, issued several announcements. In a recent statement he said Hamas would never 

negotiate under fire and Israel should "prepare to pay the price." He called the declaration of 

war on the Strip and the insinuations of a ground entry "ridiculous," because how would Israel 

fight in the Gaza Strip after Hamas had put the IDF's Gaza Division out of commission? He also 

stated Hamas was prepared for prolonged combat (Telegram channel of the Izz al-Din Qassam 

Brigades, Hamas' military-terrorist wing, October 9, 2023). 

 Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, said they had informed all the 

parties who contacted them regarding the abductees ("enemy prisoners") that the matter 

would not be resolved before the end of the war, and only at a price that satisfied them. He 

added that Operation al-Aqsa Storm was a Palestinian war, but they believed that all 

members of the Muslim people and nation, and first and foremost the "resistance," [i.e., the 

"resistance axis," Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations and the 

Houthis in Yemen] had to fight in the war. He claimed Israel would pay a high price for its 

destruction and "cruelty" in the Gaza Strip (Hamas Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

Details of the Hamas attack 

 Ali Barake, who was Hamas's representative in Lebanon and now serves as the 

head of Hamas' national and international relations department and is responsible for 

coordinating with other Palestinian organizations, said the attack was planned by about 

half a dozen senior Hamas commanders in Gaza, and that even Hamas' closest allies had not 

been informed in advance of the date of its execution, but rather only after the attack had 

begun. He denied reports that Iranian security officials helped plan the attack or approved it 

at a meeting held in Beirut last week. However, he noted that allies such as Iran and Hezbollah 

would join the war if Gaza were subjected to a war of annihilation. 

 Barake admitted that Iran and Hezbollah had helped Hamas in the past, but said that 

since Operation Protective Edge in 2014 Hamas had been manufacturing its own rockets and 

training its own operatives. He also denied the speculations that the attack, which was 

planned for more than a year, was intended to harm American efforts to convince Saudi Arabia 
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to normalize relations with Israel. He claimed the motives for the attack were a variety of 

actions taken by the "extreme right-wing government in Israel" in the past year, including the 

"provocative" visits to the Temple Mount and the increased pressure on the Palestinian 

prisoners. He also said Hamas believed Israel had plans to assassinate its top leaders. 

 Barake also noted that even Hamas was shocked by the extent of the attack's 

"success" [sic]. He said they had expected Israel to prevent or limit the surprise. He added they 

had been surprised by the great collapse [of Israel's deterrence], as they had planned to make 

some achievements and take prisoners [to use as bargaining chips to release Palestinian 

prisoners in Israeli jails]. According to Barake, nearly 2,000 Hamas operatives, of an army of 

40,000, had participated in the fighting. He claimed Hamas was ready to fight a long war 

against Israel, and had an arsenal of rockets sufficient for months and were well-prepared for 

all scenarios, including one of a prolonged war. 

 Barake also stated that Hamas would use the dozens of Israelis it had abducted to 

secure the release of all the Arabs detained in Israeli prisons and even some Palestinians 

imprisoned in the United States on charges of funding Hamas (AP, October 10, 2023; The 

Guardian, October 10, 2023). 

The Northern Arena 
 In the north, tensions have also risen in the past 24 hours (IDF spokesman, October 9 

and 10, 2023):  

 On the afternoon of October 9, 2023, there was concern that terrorists had 

infiltrated from the Lebanese border in the western Galilee. Local residents were asked not to 

leave their homes. Later, several terrorists who crossed the border into Israeli territory were 

identified. IDF fighters, a combat helicopter and an aircraft arrived at the scene and 

exchanged fire with them. Two terrorists were killed and another escaped to Lebanese 

territory. During the exchange of fire, an IDF aircraft shot at two Hezbollah observation posts 

and a Hezbollah emergency post. At the same time, artillery was fired in the area. An IDF officer 

was killed and five soldiers were wounded (IDF spokesman, October 9 and 10, 2023). 

 The PIJ’s military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for dispatching the squad (PIJ 

military-terrorist wings Telegram channel, October 9, 2023). The two were residents of refugee 

camps in Lebanon.  
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Two PIJ operatives killed in the clash in northern Israel 
 (Website of the PIJ’s military-terrorist wing, October 9, 2023) 

 

 Ali Abu Shahin, a member of the PIJ’s political bureau and in charge of its media 

information department, said that the “heroic attack” carried out by the military wing from 

Lebanon was part of Operation al-Aqsa Storm (Paltoday, October 10, 2023). At a rally held on 

October 6, 2023, to mark the 36th anniversary of the organization’s founding, the PIJ’s military-

terrorist wing announced the establishment of new battalions, including one in the Lebanese 

arena named after Commander Mahmoud al-Majdhoub, and another in the Syrian arena 

named after Commander Ali al-Aswad (alqudsnews website, October 6, 2023). 

 In response to the squad's entering Israeli territory, IDF forces fired artillery at several 

towns and villages in southern Lebanon. Several Hezbollah operatives were reportedly killed 

(Hezbollah reported three, but seven were also reported). 

 In response to the artillery fire, at around 9 p.m. on October 9, 2023, mortar shells were 

fired from Lebanese territory at IDF bases in Israel. No casualties were reported. In response, 

IDF forces fired artillery at Hezbollah posts in south Lebanon.  

 Hezbollah said in an announcement that after three of its fighters were killed in Israeli 

attacks in Lebanon, the organization's initial response was to attack the Biranit and Avivim 

bases with guided missiles and mortar shells, which scored direct hits (combat media 

information Telegram channel, October 9, 2023). Hezbollah also noted that rumors of a larger 

number of fatalities were incorrect (al-Manar, October 9, 2023). 

 An article written by Ibrahim al-Amin, who is close to Hassan Nasrallah, related to 

the tension in south Lebanon, saying that Israel’s attack on known Hezbollah posts on the 

border reflected Israel’s tension, and sent a clear message that Hezbollah bore direct 

responsibility for any action directed against it from Lebanese territory. Regarding 

Hezbollah’s announcement that the attack on the Biranit and Avivim bases was only an “initial 

response” to the killing of Hezbollah operatives, he said Hezbollah could be expected to act 
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according to equation that required the organization to carry out a military operation that 

would lead to the deaths of at least three Israeli soldiers, and Israel’s response to that might 

lead to a broader confrontation. As to the war in the Gaza Strip, he said the Hamas leadership 

in the Gaza Strip had informed the “resistance” elements outside the Gaza Strip that its rocket 

capabilities were capable of dealing with Israel for an extended period of time and it was 

prepared for an extensive ground war (al-Akhbar, October 10, 2023).  

UNIFIL 

 UNIFIL forces reported explosions in the al-Bustan area in southwest Lebanon. Aroldo 

Lázaro, the force commander, is reportedly in contact with all the parties involved and 

called on them to exercise restraint and use UNIFIL’s coordination and liaison mechanisms to 

prevent further escalation and loss of life (UNIFIL Twitter account, October 9, 2023). 

Lebanese Prime Minister meets with Lebanese army commander  

 In light of the events, Najib Mikati, the prime minister of the interim government 

in Lebanon, met with Joseph Aoun, commander of the Lebanese army, to discuss the 

developments (Twitter account of the Lebanese Prime Minister’s Office, October 10, 2023). 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Events  

 The ministry of health in Ramallah reported that two Palestinians were killed by IDF 

gunfire during clashes related to Israel's attacks in Gaza. One was killed in Beit Ummar and 

the other in the al-Arroub refugee camp (north of Hebron). The number of fatalities in Judea 

and Samaria since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip stands at 18 (Ma’an, October 10, 

2023). 

 Meanwhile, several attacks or attempted attacks were carried out:  

 On the evening of October 9, 2023, shots were fired near the Jalameh Crossing 

(north of Jenin). A bullet hit the helmet of an IDF soldier who was on patrol in the area 

(Israeli media, October 9, 2023). The Jenin Battalion claimed responsibility for the 

shooting, allegedly a response to the IDF attacks in the Gaza Strip (Jenin Battalions 

Telegram channel, October 9, 2023). 

  On the night of October 10, 2023, a drive-by shooting was reported in the 

settlement of Tene Omarim (southwest of Hebron). No casualties were reported, and an 
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IDF force responded by shooting at the vehicle and searching the area (Rescue Without 

Borders Judea and Samaria, October 10, 2023). 

  On October 9, 2023, shots were fired and an IED was thrown at IDF forces near 

Beit El (north of Ramallah). There were no casualties and no damage was reported 

(Rescue Without Borders Judea and Samaria, October 9, 2023). 

  On the morning of October 9, 2023, a "suicide" UAV exploded over the Sde 

Ephraim farm (north of Salfit). There were no casualties and no damage was reported 

(Rescue Without Borders Judea and Samaria, October 9, 2023). 

Demonstrations of support 

 A march was held in Nablus where participants chanted slogans of support for Gaza 

and the "resistance," especially Hamas’ military-terrorist wing. Dalal Salameh, a member of 

Fatah’s Central Committee, gave a speech in Shuhada Square in Nablus where he said that 

the residents of Gaza would not be alone and that the “resistance” in Gaza, which carried out 

the "heroic operation," had put Israel in the eye of the storm making it fear for itself and its 

policies. She called on all Palestinians to unite to confront Israel. Muhammad Hamdan, 

secretary of Fatah’s branch in the Nablus district, said they had instructed the movement’s 

operatives and supporters to confront IDF forces, which, he said, “is a myth and turned out to 

be made of cardboard that must be burned and eliminated” (al-Jazeera TV website, October 

9, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: A procession in Nablus. Left: Dalal Salameh speaking (al-Jazeera TV website, October 9, 
2023) 

 On October 9, 2023, another support march was held in Nablus in response to the call 

of the Lion’s Den network. The procession passed through Shuhada Square and continued 

towards the Hawwara checkpoint to confront IDF soldiers (Safa, October 9, 2023). 
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The procession in Nablus (Safa, October 9, 2023) 

 In Jenin, the Jenin refugee camp, and the villages of Ya’bad and Araba south of the 

city, demonstrations were held in support of the Gaza Strip at the call of the national and 

Islamic factions (Wafa, October 9, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Demonstration in support of the Gaza Strip in Jenin (QudsN YouTube channel, October 9, 2023) 

Palestinian Authority  

 Senior PA officials continued their "diplomatic" activities. Hussein al-Sheikh, 

secretary of the PLO’s Executive Committee, reported that the Palestinian leadership, 

headed by Mahmoud Abbas, was holding intensive contacts with world leaders to 

immediately stop the “destructive Israeli war” and demanded the delivery of food and 

medical equipment into the Gaza Strip (Wafa, October 10, 2023). 

 Mahmoud Abbas continued to hold talks with leaders from around the world. In a 

conversation with Turkish President Tayyip Erdoğan, he asked for the transfer of emergency 

aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip. Abbas demanded that the UN secretary general 

intervene immediately to stop Israel’s actions in the Gaza Strip and its cutting off the supply 

of electricity and water (Wafa, October 9, 2023).  

 According to Palestinian media reports, Mahmoud Abbas is under international 

pressure to condemn Hamas’ activity against Israel in light of Western threats to stop their 
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support for the PA. So far, Mahmoud Abbas has not yielded to pressure and is not prepared to 

condemn the “activities of the resistance” (Watan, October 9, 2023). 

 The PA ministry of economy denied reports of a shortage of food products (Wafa, 

October 9, 2023). Majdi Abu Bakr, head of the PA’s fuel administration, said there was no 

shortage of fuel (Ma’an, October 10, 2023). 

Iran 
  Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei said in a speech that Israel had suffered an 

irreparable military and intelligence defeat and that they were “kissing the hands of the 

Palestinians” who planned the attack on Israel. He said Iran was proud of the Palestinians and 

supported them, but anyone who linked Iran to the attack on Israel was mistaken (al-Alam, 

October 10, 2023). 

Arab World 
Jordan 

  The Jordanian General Security Directorate announced the closure of the Allenby 

Crossing to passenger and cargo traffic, noting that there was no change regarding movement 

through the Sheikh Hussein Crossing and the southern crossing. The Directorate called on the 

public to monitor media reports regarding the opening hours of the bridges and crossings 

(Twitter account of Jordan’s Directorate of General Security, October 10, 2023).  

Saudi Arabia 

  Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman held telephone conversations with 

Mahmoud Abbas and other Arab leaders: 

 In a conversation with Mahmoud Abbas, Abbas thanked Saudi Arabia and 

expressed his appreciation for its positions and efforts in support of the Palestinian 

people. The crown prince stressed that Saudi Arabia would continue to stand by the 

Palestinian people and was making great efforts to restore quiet and stability (Wafa, 

October 9, 2023). 

 In a conversation with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, he said that 

the current escalation posed a great danger to civilian lives and threatened regional 

stability. During the conversation, the importance of restraint at this critical stage and 



16 

191-23 

preventing a deterioration in the security and humanitarian situation was stressed 

(Egyptian Presidential Office website, October 9, 2023). 

 In a conversation with King Abdullah II of Jordan, he stressed the need to 

strengthen Arab coordination, unite efforts to stop the escalation and be careful of its 

implications for the entire region. Abdullah stressed that international humanitarian 

law had to be respected and civilians protected (Petra News Agency, October 9, 2023). 

Bahrain 

  The Bahraini Foreign Ministry issued a statement stating that the Hamas attacks were 

a dangerous escalation. The ministry also expressed sorrow over the “great loss of life and 

property.” Bahrain also condemned the abduction of civilians. The ministry appealed to the 

international community to intervene and promote efforts to achieve peace, stability and 

security in the region (Bahraini Foreign Ministry website, October 9, 2023). 

Iraq 

  Muqtada al-Sadr, chairman of the al-Sadr faction in Iraq, a Shi'ite faction that 

opposes Iran’s presence in the country and is hostile to Israel and the United States, called on 

anyone who loved the Palestinian cause to go demonstrate and wave Palestinian flags this 

coming Friday (al-Sadr’s Telegram channel, October 9, 2023). 

  Hadi al-Ameri, chairman of the Iraqi Al-Fatah Alliance and representative of the 

coordination committee of the pro-Iranian parties in Iraq, stressed his support for the 

Palestinian cause and praised the Palestinian people for their “great victory over the Zionist 

enemy.” He made it clear that everyone had to be prepared to defend the Palestinian cause, 

noting that if the United States intervened in the fighting in the Gaza Strip, they would not 

hesitate to attack American interests (Iraqi al-Ghadir TV, October 9, 2023). 

  So far, the demonstrators for the Palestinians in Iraq have been members of pro-

Iranian militias (especially Nujaba and Kata’ib Hezbollah), and the general public has not 

really participated. On the other hand, Muqtada al-Sadr has extensive support among the 

Shi'ites in Iraq, and it is quite possible that he is trying to close the ranks around him by means 

of the demonstration. 
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Western countries 
Joint Statement of Support  

  The White House issued a joint statement of support for Israel on behalf of the 

leaders of the United States, Britain, Germany, France, and Italy, stating that they 

supported Israel and would remain united and coordinated, together as allies and as common 

friends of Israel, to ensure Israel was able to defend itself, and to ultimately set the conditions 

for a peaceful and integrated Middle East. They condemned Hamas’ actions, referring to them 

as appalling acts of terrorism, lacking any justification or legitimacy. The leaders also noted 

that it was not the time for Israel’s enemies to take advantage of the attacks. They also said 

that the rights of the Palestinian people and Israel were both recognized and supported, but 

Hamas did not represent them and offered the Palestinian people nothing but more terrorism 

and bloodshed (White House website, October 9, 2023). 

United States 

  IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevy spoke with his US counterpart, chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr. They agreed to fully coordinate the operational 

defensive forces and to prepare for worsening offensive scenarios in the event of a multi-front 

war. According to the IDF, Israel receives all the necessary assistance from the United States 

and considers the United States' deterrent power as of great importance (IDF spokesman, 

October 10, 2023). 

United Nations 

 UN Secretary-General António Guterres spoke to journalists at UN headquarters in 

New York after meeting with UN officials on “unprecedented developments” in Israel and the 

“occupied Palestinian territory.” He condemned the “abhorrent” attacks by Hamas and other 

groups against Israeli towns and villages, which left over 800 Israelis dead and more than 

2,500 injured. He also added that while he recognized Israel’s legitimate security concerns, he 

also reminded Israel that military operations had to be conducted in strict accordance with 

international humanitarian law, civilians had to be respected and protected at all times, and 

civilian infrastructure could not be targeted (UN website, October 9, 2023).  
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European Union 

  EU Commissioner Olivér Várhelyi announced that the EU was immediately 

suspending and reviewing its €691 million aid to the Palestinians. He said the scope of 

terrorism and cruelty against Israel and its residents was a turning point and things could not 

continue as usual (Olivér Várhelyi’s Twitter account, October 9, 2023). The EU later reversed 

its decision and said it would urgently review the granting of aid to ensure it was not 

“misused” (AP, October 9, 2023). 

Global Jihad 
Jihadi elements in Syria expressed support  

 Abd al-Rahim Atoun, the most senior religious authority of HTS, which operates in 

Syria and is affiliated with al-Qaeda, noted that the Islamic nation must participate in the 

fighting in “Palestine” (Telegram, October 7, 2023). 

  Abu Abdullah al-Shami, leader of Jabhat Ansar al-Din, a jihadi umbrella 

organization operating in Syria affiliated with Al-Qaeda, noted that the Hamas attack “warms 

the hearts of the believers, confirms the weakness of the occupiers and the level of betrayal 

of the supporters of normalization [with Israel], and exposes the exploitation of the situation 

by the recalcitrant Shi'ites [Iran and Hezbollah].” He said it hastened the promise of the 

Islamic oral tradition, according to which the Day of Judgment would not be realized before 

the Muslims fought the Jews, until the Jews hid behind the trees and stones, and the trees 

and stones reported to the Muslims that there were Jews behind them, so that they could kill 

them, except for the Gharqad tree, which would not reveal the hiding place of the Jews 

(Telegram, October 7, 2023).  

  Amer al-Sheikh, leader of Ahrar al-Sham, a jihadi organization operating in Syria, 

expressed joy at Hamas’ terrorist attack on Israel. He called on the Palestinians to stand firm 

and lamented the fact that the Iranian regime was taking advantage of the situation to 

advance its interests in the region and the fact that the eyes of the Muslim world were on the 

Palestinians, while completely ignoring what was happening to Muslims in Idlib and its 

environs by the Syrian regime, the Iranians and the Russians. He congratulated all the jihad 

fighters on earth, stressing that the Islamic nation was one and that its existence lay in its unity 

(Telegram, October 7, 2023). 
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Overview 
 The southern sector: IDF activity continued on land, at sea and in the air. In the Israeli 

villages surrounding Gaza and in the city of Ashkelon there were several clashes with terrorist 

squads that remained in the area. The Israeli Air Force continued massive air strikes. 

According to reports, two senior Hamas terrorists and the brother of Muhammed Deif, the 

commander of Hamas' military-terrorist wing, were killed. The Israeli Navy continued its 

activities to prevent terrorists from leaving the Gaza Strip by sea. Meanwhile, terrorist 

operatives continued firing rockets at Israel. In the afternoon, a massive barrage of rockets 

targeted the southern Israeli coastal city of Ashkelon. Two people were killed by a rocket hit 

in the Eshkol region of the western Negev. Hamas and other sources denied that residents of 

the Israeli villages near the Gaza Strip were massacred, claiming the accusations were 

fabricated to promote the Israeli narrative. The chairman of Hamas "abroad" called on the 

Arab countries, especially those surrounding Israel, to join the "holy war" [jihad] against Israel. 

Given the IDF activity and worsening humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, there were calls 

for the transfer of aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip. Egypt expressed concern about the 

movement of refugees from the Gaza Strip into its territory. 

 The northern sector: Tensions continued in northern Israel. A number of rockets 

were fired at the western Galilee settlements. No casualties or damage were reported. The 

Hamas' military-terrorist wing claimed responsibility for the rocket fire. An antitank missile 

was fired at an Israeli military vehicle. Hezbollah claimed responsibility, stating the attack was 

a response to an attack on its "observation posts." On the morning of October 11, 2023, 

additional antitank missiles were fired at an IDF post. A senior Hezbollah-affiliated Lebanese 

political commentator claimed Hezbollah was on high alert and ready to intervene if the 

campaign in the Gaza Strip expanded. He claimed Hezbollah was not responsible for any 

"military activity" carried out by non-Lebanese entities against Israel. Several mortar shells 

were fired at Israel from southern Syria; the IDF responded with artillery fire. Reports were 
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received of the increased deployment of Hezbollah and Shi'ite militia operatives in southern 

Syria. 

 Judea and Samaria: Israeli security forces continued counterterrorism activities. The 

forces were shot at twice by Palestinian terrorists; no casualties were reported. Palestinians 

continued clashing with Israeli security forces; four Palestinians were killed. 

 The international arena: The President of the United States gave a speech expressing 

America's full support for Israel. Demonstrations of sympathy for Israel continue, mainly in 

Western countries, along with a discourse on the worsening humanitarian situation in the 

Gaza Strip. The President of Turkey accused Israel of "genocide." Terrorists and militias In Iraq 

and Yemen stated they were prepared to join the war. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

 Ground activity: During the past day IDF soldiers continued cleansing Israeli territory 

of the presence of terrorists. There were several encounters where IDF forces killed squads 

still remaining in the area (IDF spokesman, October 10, 2023). 

 Kibbutz Mefalsim: IDF fighters killed two terrorists near the kibbutz. 

 Kibbutz Reim: IDF fighters killed two terrorists near the kibbutz. 

 The Zikim beach: There were two clashes between IDF forces and terrorists 

on the Zikim beach. Eight terrorists were killed in the exchangers of fire.  

 The Ashkelon industrial zone: IDF fighters, with aerial assistance from the 

Israeli Air Force, exchanged fire with several terrorists in the Ashkelon industrial zone, 

killing three of them. 

 Aerial activity: The Israeli Air Force continued its waves of air strikes against the Gaza 

Strip, attacking the following (IDF spokesman, October 10 and 11, 2023): 

 The al-Furqan neighborhood in the northern Gaza Strip: The IDF attacked 

over 450 targets in the neighborhood, used by Hamas as a center of terrorist activity. 

The Daraj Tufah neighborhood in Gaza City: more than 70 targets were attacked. On 

the morning of October 11, 2023, a third wave of air strikes began in Beit Hanoun in the 

northern Gaza Strip; over 80 targets were attacked. 

 A military building used by Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) operatives. 
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 Targets in the coastal area of the Gaza Strip. 

 A terrorist tunnel in the Rafah area. 

 Hamas military compounds used for training, and for manufacturing and 

storing weapons. In one compound the headquarters of the commander of the northern 

division of Hamas' military-terrorist wing was destroyed. 

 A military facility in the house of an operative of Hama's naval force, where 

there was a weapons warehouse. 

 An PIJ rocket-launching unit operational headquarters. 

 The Islamic University complex in Gaza, known as a center of political and 

military power for Hamas and a training, development and production facility for 

weapons. 

 Advanced Hamas system for detecting aircraft flying over the Gaza Strip. 

 The Hamas military-terrorist wing reported launching a Mitvar1 antiaircraft missile at 

Israeli Air Force planes attacking the Khan Yunis area (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram 

channel, October 11, 2023). 

 Naval activity: Israeli Navy boats continued preventing terrorist squads from 

entering Israel by sea. 

 In a combined operation of sea, air and land forces, Hamas naval targets were 

attacked, including the Khan Yunis and Gaza anchorages, which were used by Hamas as bases 

from which to attack in Israeli maritime space. The anchorages were attacked by artillery fire 

from Israeli missile boats, helicopter gunships and artillery batteries from land (IDF 

spokesman, October 11, 2023). 

 The media in Gaza continue to headline the force of the IDF attacks and the 

destruction caused to buildings, publishing pictures and videos documenting the destruction 

(Shehab Twitter account, QudsN, October 10, 11, 2023). 
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Right: Israeli Air Force attack on a Hamas site for launching high-precision rockets. Left: The 
destruction of an aircraft detection system (IDF spokesman's website, October 11, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Attacks on Khan Yunis (Shehab Twitter account, October 11, 2023). Left: The attack on the 
al-Doha building in Rafah where a National Bank branch, a Hamas post office and other 

communications offices were located (Shehab Twitter account, October 11, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Neighborhoods in Gaza after the air strikes (QudsN Twitter account, October 10, 2023) 
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Right: The attack on the Islamic University, a center of Hamas terrorist activity (IDF 
spokesman's website, October 11, 2023). Left: The ruins of the Islamic University (QudsN Twitter 

account, October 10, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Israeli Navy attacks fishing boats in the Gaza port (Wafa, October 10, 11, 2023) 

Rocket fire  

 In the meantime, rocket attacks against Israel continued, albeit of a relatively lesser 

scope. Most of the launches targeted the Israeli villages near the Gaza Strip border. Several 

barrages were launched at Tel Aviv and the coastal plain region. Rockets also targeted the 

Ben-Gurion International Airport area. In the afternoon, a barrage was launched that reached 

Wadi Ara, about 90 miles north of the Gaza Strip. Large rocket barrages attacked Ashqelon 

throughout the afternoon and evening. Two people were killed by a rocket hit in the Eshkol 

Regional Council and several people were injured. Property damage was reported. 

 At 3:00 p.m. on October 10, 2023, Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' military-

terrorist wing, said that in response to the attacks on the Gaza Strip forcing Palestinians to 

leave their homes, the residents of Ashqelon had two hours in which to leave (Abu Obeida's 

Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). At 5:00 p.m. Hamas' military-terrorist wing announced 

the firing of hundreds of rockets at Ashqelon (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, 

October 10, 2023). Hamas' military-terrorist wing threatened that if Israel did not stop forcing 
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civilians to leave [their homes] they would crush Ashqelon until its residents had nowhere to 

live and then move on to another Israeli city and do the same (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades 

Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

 Meanwhile, the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades claimed responsibility for a large number 

of rocket barrages targeting Tel Aviv, Ben Gurion Airport, Beersheba and Herzliya in response 

to attacks on civilians in the Gaza Strip (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, 

October 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: An Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades poster. The Arabic reads, "Expulsion in return for 
expulsion." The Hebrew reads, "An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth" (Izz al-Din Qassam 
Brigades Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). Left: From a video of rockets fired at Ashqelon 

(Monitoring News Twitter account, October 10, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: Rocket hit in Rishon LeZion (QudsN Twitter account, October 10, 2023). Left: Damage 
from a rocket hit in a southern Israeli city (QudsN website, October 10, 2023) 
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Right: Fires in Ashqelon caused by a rocket hit (Shehab Twitter account, October 11, 2023). Left: 

The results of rocket fire targeting Ashqelon (QudsN Twitter account, October 10, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Buildings in Kibbutz Be'eri hit by rockets from Gaza (Shehab Twitter account, October 11, 2023) 

Israeli casualties 

  So far, more than 1,200 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported and 3,007 

Israelis wounded with varying degrees of injury have been evacuated to hospitals throughout 

Israel. The Israeli ministry of health reported that as of the morning of October 11, 2023, 471 

wounded were hospitalized, 109 of them in serious condition, 199 moderately injured and 183 

superficially injured. According to estimates, about two hundred civilian and military 

abductees are being held by the various terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip. 

 According to reports, on the afternoon of October 10, 2023, Israeli security forces 

rescued thirty civilians who had been found by means of a sound-ranging system used to 

locate their coordinates (IDF website, October 10, 2023). 
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Besieged civilians who were rescued (IDF website, October 10, 2023) 

The Gaza Strip 
The situation on the ground 

 Zafer Melhem, chairman of the Palestinian Energy Authority in Ramallah, 

reported that the operation of the power plant in Gaza would stop functioning completely on 

Thursday, October 12, 2023. He claimed the power plant had reserves of 400,000 liters of fuel, 

enough for only one day. Melhem stated that they appealed to all the countries and UNRWA 

to pressure Israel to keep the issue of electricity outside the scope of the fighting (Wafa, 

October 11, 2023). 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)1 

reported that over 263,000 Gazans had left their homes since the beginning of the war. About 

175,000 of them are in 88 UNRWA shelter centers in the Gaza Strip, about 14,000 are in 12 

government schools and about 75,000 are staying with relatives or in churches or other 

facilities. According to the ministry, 560 housing units were completely destroyed (Wafa, 

October 11, 2023). 

 According to reports, UNRWA and The World Food Program (WFP) have begun 

coordinating the distribution of food to approximately 100,000 Palestinians in UNRWA 

shelters. The UN is offering emergency health services through a free hotline throughout the 

Gaza Strip and supplies emergency drugs and medical supplies to the health system in Gaza. 

One hundred and twenty-five health teams are working in shifts at UNRWA health centers, and 

15 of 22 clinics provide primary health services. The World Health Organization (WHO), other 

 
1 The agency was established in 1991 by the UN General Assembly. It was designed to strengthen and 
coordinate the UN's response to emergencies and natural disasters. Its has offices all over the world. 
The Palestinian branch was established in 2002, its center is in Jerusalem and it has offices in Gaza, 
Ramallah, Hebron and Nablus. 
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UN agencies and UN partners are working to establish a corridor to transfer essential supplies 

to Gaza (UN website, October 10, 2023). 

 Given the situation in the Gaza Strip, Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shukri met 

in Cairo with Tor Wennesland, special UN envoy to the Middle East peace process and 

Philippe Lazzarini, the UNRWA commissioner general, to discuss ways to provide 

protection for the citizens of the Gaza Strip and guarantee the regular arrival of aid and 

services (Twitter account spokesman for the Egyptian foreign ministry, October 11, 2023). 

Senior Hamas figure Musa Abu Marzouk said he expected Egypt to take advantage of its 

position as a central Arab country to stop the aggression. He also asked Egypt to open 

humanitarian corridors to allow the entry of humanitarian aid and diplomatic missions into 

the Strip (al-Araby al-Jadeed, October 10, 2023). 

 Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, sent a communiqué to the 

leaders of the Arab countries and Ahmed Abu al-Ghait, the secretary general of the Arab 

League, calling on them to provide protection for the "right of the Palestinians to resist [attack 

and terrorize] Israel." He also called for the allocation of budgets for aid for the Gaza Strip 

(Hamas Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

 Egypt raised fears of a mass influx of Gazans into the Sinai Peninsula following an 

attack on the Rafah crossing by the Israeli Air Force. The American MSNBC network reported 

that the United States was working to create a humanitarian corridor that would allow 

civilians to leave the Gaza Strip for Egypt, in preparation for the continuation of the fighting 

and in light of the possibility that Israel would conduct a ground operation in the Gaza Strip 

(MSNBC network, October 10, 2023). General (retired) Samir Faraj, Egyptian military expert 

strategist, said that the Egyptian government rejected any Israeli plan to displace the 

residents of the Gaza Strip to the Sinai Peninsula (Sky News in Arabic, October 10, 2023). 

Palestinian casualties 

 The ministry of health in Gaza reported that as of 12:30 p.m. the number of casualties 

in the Gaza Strip had reached 1,055 dead and 5,184 wounded (ministry of health in Gaza 

Facebook page, October 11, 2023). It is also estimated that Israel is holding the bodies of 

approximately one thousand terrorist operatives (IDF spokesman, October 11, 2023). In all 

probability the numbers are higher since many bodies have not been recovered from the ruins 

of houses. 
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 The ministry of health in Gaza reported that the hospitals in the Gaza Strip were at full 

capacity and the stock of medicines was about to run out. The ministry called on residents to 

donate blood (QudsN Twitter account, October 11, 2023). Mai al-Kayla, Palestinian 

Authority (PA) minister of health, reported that the fuel reserves in the hospitals would run 

out on Thursday, October 12, 2023 (al-Quds, October 11, 2023). 

 Israeli airstrikes killed Jawad Abu Shamala and Zakaria Abu Muamam, two senior 

Hamas terrorist operatives, both members of the political bureau. Hamas issued a mourning 

notice for them (Hamas Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). A source in Hamas said they 

were killed in an attack in Khan Yunis. According to the source, Abu Muamam was head of 

Hamas' national relations department and Abu Shamala was head of Hamas' economic 

department (Al-Arabi Al-Jadid, October 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jawad Abu Shamala (right) and Zakariah Abu Muamam (Palinfo, October 10, 2023) 

  Before dawn on October 11, 2023, the Israeli Air Force carried out an air strike 

targeting a three-story house in the Qizan al-Najjar area of Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza 

Strip. The attack killed four family members, among them, Abdel Fattah Deif, 60 years old, 

brother of Muhammed Deif, the commander of Hamas' military-terrorist wing (Paltoday, 

October 11, 2023). According to Hezbollah, the house belonged to Muhammad Deif's father 

(al-Manar, October 11, 2023). 

 On October 11, 2023, the PIJ announced the death of Hadil Adli Barake al-Breem, the 

wife of Musab al-Breem, aka Abu Abdullah, the PIJ spokesman (the Telegram channel of the 

PIJ's media information bureau, October 11, 2023). 

Hamas 

 Khaled Mashaal, Hamas' spokesman "abroad," gave a speech calling on the armies of 

the Arab countries to take part in history as it was being written. He said Gaza was "crying out 

for help," and waging jihad with money was "the equivalent of martyrdom." He claimed 
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Netanyahu was implementing a policy of scorched earth and had received a green light from 

the United States and tacit Arab agreement. He claimed it was the moment of truth, when the 

Arab nation had to enter the battle and fight with them. He asked where the religious scholars 

were who would issue a fatwa obliging them to fight for the land of "Palestine." He directed 

his words first and foremost to the countries bordering Israel, claiming their duty was greater 

because they were closest to "Palestine." He also sent a message to the tribes in Jordan, again 

claiming it was the moment of truth, the borders were close and everyone knew what his 

responsibility was. He claimed that when the world saw that the Arab nation had come to the 

aid of al-Aqsa, and convoys of jihad fighters [had come to] fight for Palestine, the situation 

would change (Palinfo, October 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Khaled Mashaal's speech (Quds Press, October 10, 2023) 

 Hamas issued a press release strongly denying the "fabricated accusations" of the 

Western media adopting the Israeli narrative, the latest of which was the claim that Hamas 

kills children by beheading them.2 According to Hamas, adopting the narrative was an 

attempt to cover up the "crimes of the occupation and its massacres in the Gaza Strip," which 

constituted war crimes against civilians, including cutting off the supply of electricity, water, 

food and medical equipment to the Strip. He claimed that the "Palestinian resistance" 

[terrorist organizations] and Hamas' military wing were working within the framework of 

Operation al-Aqsa Storm to attack "legitimate targets without harming civilians [sic]," which 

had [allegedly] been documented by many photographs. He also claimed that the same 

biased Western media did not mention the extent of the crimes being committed against the 

residents of the Gaza Strip, including the bombing of entire neighborhoods and residential 

buildings that had led to the deaths of 950 Palestinian civilians, including 260 children and 

230 women, and without prior warning. Hamas called on the Western media to act objectively 

 
2 Fully documented by photographs. 
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and professionally in its coverage of the fighting and to avoid blatantly adopting the Zionist 

narrative (Hamas Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

 Similar statements were made by Mustafa al-Barghouti, a Palestinian leftist, who 

was interviewed from Ramallah by CNN in English. After claiming he was not identified with 

the PA or Hamas, he went on to claim that Hamas did not attack civilians, only soldiers and 

military facilities and that most events in the south were a "natural reaction" to the "crimes of 

the occupation and settlers" (QudsN Twitter account, October 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mustafa al-Barghouti interviewed by CNN in English (QudsN Twitter account, October 10, 2023) 

The Northern Arena 
Lebanon 

  On the afternoon of October 10, 2023, rockets were fired at the western Galilee from 

the al-Qleileh area in south Lebanon. A total of about 15 launches were identified and air 

defense fighters intercepted four rockets. Ten rockets fell in open areas and no casualties 

were reported. In response to the rocket fire, IDF tanks attacked two Hezbollah observation 

posts (IDF spokesman, October 10, 2023). Several hours after the rockets were fired, Hamas’ 

military-terrorist wing issued a statement claiming responsibility. According to the 

announcement, as part of Operation al-Aqsa Storm, it had carried out concentrated rocket 

fire from south Lebanon at the Israeli communities in the western Galilee (al-Nahar, October 

10, 2023; Palinfo, October 10, 2023). 

 A short time later an antitank missile was fired at an IDF military vehicle near the 

northern moshav of Avivim. No casualties or damage were reported. In response, a, Israeli Air 

Force combat helicopter attacked a Hezbollah observation post (IDF spokesman, October 10, 

2023). Hezbollah issued an announcement claiming responsibility for firing two antitank 
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missiles at an Israeli APC near the Avivim post in response to attacks on several Hezbollah 

observation posts (Hezbollah combat information Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

 On the morning of October 11, 2023, additional antitank fire was identified from 

Lebanese territory at a military post near the village of Arab al-Aramsheh on the Lebanese 

border (IDF spokesman, October 11, 2023). Hezbollah media reported that three Hezbollah 

antitank missiles had been fired at the IDF post of Jabana al-Dahira, near the Israeli-Lebanese 

border. According to Hezbollah, several IDF soldiers were wounded (al-Mayadeen Telegram 

channel; al-Manar, October 11, 2023). In response, the IDF fired artillery at targets along the 

border; several wounded were reported (al-Mayadeen Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

 In light of the events, UNIFIL forces announced increased patrols coordinated with the 

Lebanese army to prevent rocket fire (UNIFIL Twitter account, October 10, 2023). 

 Gebran Bassil, chairman of the Hezbollah-affiliated Free National Movement in 

Lebanon, demanded the Lebanese security forces prevent Palestinians from shooting at 

Israel from Lebanese territory lest Lebanon be dragged into the conflict. He said they 

supported the right of the “Palestinian resistance” to fight but did not want to return to the 

Fatahland era3 (Gebran Bassil’s Twitter account, October 10, 2023). 

  Ibrahim al-Amin, a journalist close to Hassan Nasrallah, reported that according to 

“sources” Hezbollah had put all its military forces on high alert, noting that at any moment 

they could be required to intervene “in order to directly support the resistance in Palestine.” 

According to the “sources,” if Israel decided to increase uprooting Gazan residents from their 

homes or carry out a “crazy” act in the Gaza Strip, “things will change significantly.” The 

“sources” also noted that a message had been sent to several relevant parties claiming that 

Hezbollah was not a border guard and that any attempt by Israel to blame Lebanon for 

military activity conducted by non-Lebanese elements was unacceptable. Therefore, any 

attack by the enemy against a Lebanese element would be met with "a symmetrical response" 

(the Lebanese Hezbollah-affiliated al-Akhbar, October 11, 2023). 

Statement by a Hezbollah faction member 

 During the funeral of Ali Hassan Hadraj, a Hezbollah operative killed in the Israeli 

response attack in Hanawiya, Hassan Izz al-Din, a member of the Hezbollah faction in the 

 
3 The period before the First Lebanon War when many Palestinian forces were stationed in south 
Lebanon and operated against Israel.  
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Lebanese parliament, said that Israel was facing a disaster on a scale of existential challenge. 

He also promised that Hezbollah would not remain neutral (al-Nashra, October 10, 2023). 

Syria  

 At around 10:30 p.m. on October 10, 2023, several mortar shells were fired at Israel 

from Syrian territory; some falling in open areas in Israel. In response, IDF forces fired artillery 

and mortar shells at the sources of fire (IDF spokesman, October 10, 2023). 

  Since the beginning of the war in the Gaza Strip, deployments by organizations and 

militias in southern Syria have been reported: 

 On October 7, 2023, as the war began, Palestinian organizations, Hezbollah 

forces and militias affiliated with the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) began 

to redeploy in the rural area west of Damascus and southern Syria and changed the 

locations of headquarters and warehouses (Sawt al-Asima, October 9, 2023). 

 Squads from Hezbollah’s elite al-Radwan unit arrived at one of the military 

compounds in the area of the village of al-Sahiliya, about 18 miles north of Daraa and 

about 18 miles east of the Syrian-Israeli border. They reportedly possessed weapons, 

including anti-tank missiles and Iranian-made Ababil UAVs. The squads are headed by 

two Hezbollah commanders, Hajj Nur al-Din Sha’itu and Hajj Abbas Salem, considered 

a key operative responsible for operating drones in the al-Radwan unit (Sawt al-Asima, 

October 9, 2023).  

 It was also reported that during the two weeks preceding the operation, Hezbollah 

had begun to build a runway for combat UAVs inside the headquarters of the Syrian army's 

82nd Aerial Defense Brigade near al-Sheikh Maskin, about 12 miles north of Daraa and about 

18 miles east of the Syrian-Israeli border. Meanwhile, fortification work, military preparations, 

and the redeployment of forces along the Syrian-Israeli border were carried out. While the 

runway was being built, Hezbollah transferred aircraft from military headquarters in the town 

of al-Ghazlaniyah, to the headquarters of the 82nd Brigade, about six miles southeast of 

Damascus. It was also reported that operatives of the al-Radwan unit trained officers from the 

82nd Brigade in the operation of UAVs for airstrikes and intelligence missions (Sawt al-Asima, 

October 9, 2023). 
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Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 
Events  

  Concurrently with the events in the Gaza Strip, Israeli security forces continue 

counterterrorism activities throughout Judea and Samaria, where several attempts were 

made to carry out terrorist attacks: 

 On the evening of October 10, 2023, two Palestinians shot at IDF forces at the 

Jalameh crossing (north of Jenin). The forces returned fire and killed them. No 

casualties were reported (Israeli media, October 11, 2023). According to the 

Palestinians, the two were killed following clashes near the Jalameh Crossing (Ma’an, 

October 11, 2023). 

 On the evening of October 10, 2023, shots were fired near Kiryat Arba from the 

Jabal Johar neighborhood of Hebron. No casualties or damage were reported (Rescue 

Without Borders in Judea and Samaria, October 10, 2023). 

  On the evening of October 10, 2023, violent clashes erupted in the Silwan 

neighborhood of east Jerusalem in response to the war in Gaza. The rioters threw 

stones and shot fireworks at the police, injuring a policeman. The forces returned fire 

(Israeli media, October 10, 2023). The Palestinians reported two fatalities from the 

Silwan neighborhood of east Jerusalem (Ma’an, October 10, 2023). 

 

Palestinian Authority  

 Muhammad Shtayyeh, PA prime minister, convened the PA government’s 

monitoring "cell" (established by the cabinet meeting of October 9, 2023) and received 

updates from government ministers on the situation in the Gaza Strip. Shtayyeh called on the 

countries of the world to increase their efforts to stop the fighting in the Gaza Strip and 

arrange safe passage for the entry of humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip (Wafa, October 10, 

2023). 
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Meeting of the PA government's monitoring cell (Wafa, October 10, 2023) 

 Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO’s Executive Committee, said the PA had 

demanded the urgent entry of food and medical equipment into the Gaza Strip, but Israel 

refused. He said they called on humanitarian and international organizations and the 

international community to intervene urgently to stop the Israeli “aggression” and allow food 

and medical supplies into the Gaza Strip, as well as the resumption of electricity and water 

supplies, because the Gaza Strip was facing a “major humanitarian catastrophe” (Hussein al-

Sheikh’s Twitter account, October 10, 2023). 

 Hani al-Masri, director general of the Palestinian Center for Political and 

Strategic Studies – Masarat, published an op-ed in major media outlets supporting both 

Hamas and the PA. He claimed that without a doubt Operation al-Aqsa Storm would 

change the rules of the struggle between Israel and the Palestinians and have far-

reaching regional and international consequences. He listed four reasons for the timing of 

the operation: an extremist Israeli government, whose goal was to achieve a decisive victory 

over the Palestinians, the continuation of the “siege” of the Gaza Strip, a sharp increase in the 

number of Palestinian detainees and prisoners, and reports of continued progress in the talks 

between Saudi Arabia and Israel, while ignoring the Palestinian issue. 

 Al-Masri proposed three possible scenarios: one was a destructive Israeli response 

that would eradicate the “armed resistance,” which would accelerate Hezbollah’s joining the 

campaign. The second was an Israeli response that would not change the rules of the struggle, 

when there would be many special operations and assassinations. He noted that the fact that 

there are a large number of Israeli prisoners in Gaza strengthened the scenario's feasibility. 

The third was and intermediate state, i.e., a strong Israeli response which almost changed the 

rules of the struggle but did not in practice. Regarding the possibility of a peace agreement, 

he said that there was currently no Israeli partner for any arrangement, even if a unity 

government was formed in Israel (Arab48, October 10, 2023). 
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Iran 
 Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian called his Egyptian 

counterpart, Sameh Shoukry, to discuss developments in the Gaza Strip and the Israeli-

Palestinian escalation. Shoukry stressed the need to invest efforts to stop the escalation in 

order to protect the lives of civilians and maintain regional stability (Twitter account of the 

Egyptian foreign ministry spokesman, October 10, 2023). 

 Mojtaba Amani, Iranian ambassador to Lebanon, met with a Hamas delegation 

headed by Ahmed Abdel Hadi, the movement’s representative in Lebanon. The ambassador 

praised “the historic activity of the Palestinian resistance, which inflicted a great defeat on the 

occupation army.” He stressed Iran’s support for the Palestinian people “and its heroic 

resistance,” noting that Iran stood by it in this war (al-Nashra, October 10, 2023). 

Iranian hacker group claims to have carried out an attack against 

Mekorot 

  Iran’s Tasnim News Agency, which is affiliated with the IRGC, reported that a group 

called Cyber Avengers had attacked Mekorot, Israel’s national water company. According to 

the report, the attack was in response to Israel's turning off the water it supplied to the Gaza 

Strip. The video attached to the report allegedly showed security footage of Mekorot and an 

alarm could be heard (Tasnim News Agency Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

Arab World 
 Jordan 

  King Abdullah II of Jordan instructed the transfer of humanitarian aid to the Gaza 

Strip through the Rafah Crossing “as quickly as possible and in full coordination with Egypt” 

(Twitter channel of the Jordanian royal family, October 10, 2023). For the time being, the Rafah 

crossing has been closed. According to reports, on October 11, 2023, Jordan had sent 

humanitarian aid to Gaza to be transferred to the Gaza Strip through the Rafah Crossing in 

coordination with the Egyptian authorities (alsaa.net, October 11, 2023).  

  A Jordanian military source denied the “false claims” circulated that Jordanian army 

bases were being used to transport supplies from the United States to Israel. The source 

confirmed that an American plane had indeed crossed Jordanian airspace after being given a 
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transit permit in accordance with international aviation procedures, because it was carrying 

passengers rather than supplies. The source also noted that Jordan was investing ongoing 

efforts to serve the Palestinian cause (Jordanian TV, October 10, 2023).  

  On October 10, 2023, a mass rally was held in Amman in support of Gaza. The rally 

included calls for support for Gaza and Hamas, including “Continue, Hamas,” “In spirit and 

fire we will redeem you, al-Aqsa,” and calls for the "liberation of Palestine" through jihad. 

Hamas and Palestinian flags were waved (Jordan’s official TV channel, October 10, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mass rally in Amman: Palestinian flags next to Hamas flags 
 (Jordan’s official TV channel, October 10, 2023) 

Egypt 

  Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi said Egypt’s security was his first 

responsibility and he would not neglect it no matter what the circumstances. However, he 

noted that Egypt did not renounce its commitment to Arab issues, first and foremost the 

Palestinian issue, and it was increasing its efforts to stop the clashes, halt the spilling of 

Palestinian blood, and protect Israeli and Palestinian civilians alike (RT in Arabic, October 10, 

2023).  

United Arab Emirates 

  UAE President Muhammad bin Zayed announced the transfer of $20 million in 

humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip through UNRWA in support of the Palestinian people (UAE 

News Agency, October 10, 2023). 

Turkey  

 Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan said Turkey would do its utmost to stop 

the clashes, reduce tension and provide humanitarian aid to the residents of the Gaza Strip. 

He also called on all parties active in the region to take responsibility and work for peace. He 
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stressed that an independent Palestinian state had to be established within the 1967 borders 

and that any further delay distanced the region’s exit from the cycle of conflict (Erdoğan’s 

Twitter account, October 10, 2023). 

  In a speech to members of the Turkish parliament, Erdoğan said Israel had to 

remember that if it behaved like an organization and not as a state, “it will be treated as an 

organization.” He added that Israel’s attacks were disproportionate and therefore world 

public opinion might take a negative view of Israel. He also claimed that genocide was taking 

place in the Gaza Strip (al-Andalou News, October 11, 2023). 

 

Iraq 

  Muqtada al-Sadr, chairman of the Sadr faction in Iraq, which opposes Iran’s 

presence in the country, gave a speech criticizing Arab rulers for not expressing support for 

the Palestinian cause, especially Mahmoud Abbas, who, he claimed, wanted to establish 

peace with “the Zionist entity.” He also expressed support for Hamas and PIJ operatives for 

“humiliating the tyranny of the Zionist entity, crushing its pride and proving its weakness.” He 

called on the Arab countries, mainly Saudi Arabia and Iran, to supply water to the Gaza Strip 

and even expressed Iraq’s willingness to transfer water to the Gaza Strip via Syria, Egypt or 

any other country. He also said he hoped Egypt would open a passageway to supply water 

and food to the residents of the Gaza Strip (Shafaq News, October 10, 2023). 

 Ahmed al-Hamidawi, secretary general of the Iraqi Kata’ib Hezbollah (Hezbollah 

Brigades) militia, issued an announcement congratulating the Palestinian people for its 

"courageous resistance" and for its "great and unprecedented achievements in the shadow 

of the cruelty of the Zionist entity and its supporters.” He noted that the “resistance” had 

proved its superiority over Israel’s technology and capabilities and destroyed its hope of 

achieving security and normalization in cooperation with the United States. According to al-

Hamidawi, their missiles, drones and special forces were ready to direct their attacks on 

American bases in Iraq if the United States intervened and, if necessary, against Israeli targets 

and people (Kata’ib Hezbollah’s Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

  Qais al-Khazali, secretary general of the Iraqi Asa’ib Ahl al-Haqq militia, spoke by 

phone with Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, and stressed that Iraq, the Iraqi 

people, government and "resistance" supported the Palestinian cause. He said the Iraqi 
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"resistance" organizations were prepared for any action required of them to "liberate" 

Jerusalem and support the Palestinian people (al-Ghadir, October 10, 2023). 

Yemen 

  Abd al-Malik al-Houthi, leader of the Houthis in Yemen, said in a speech that the 

Yemeni people were prepared to do everything in their power to fulfill their duty to stand with 

the Palestinian people. He said hundreds of thousands of his operatives were ready to join the 

Palestinian people confronting Israel. Al-Houthi noted that they were coordinated with the 

"resistance axis" [Iran, Hezbollah, Syria, the Palestinian terrorist organizations and the 

Houthis] and threatened that if the United States intervened directly in the fighting, they were 

prepared to launch missiles and drones (Ansar Allah movement’s Telegram channel, October 

10, 2023). 

  In another statement, al-Houthi accused the Western countries, especially the United 

States, France and Britain, of allowing Israel to kill Palestinians “by all means.” He claimed the 

West has given Israel a free hand to commit “crimes,” and UN Security Council directives and 

resolutions had not provided protection for the Palestinians. He called for aid to be given to 

the Palestinians and for no inaction (Ansar Allah movement’s Telegram channel, October 10, 

2023). 

Western Countries 
United States  

  American President Joe Biden gave a special speech expressing the US full support 

for Israel. According to Biden, Hamas’ attack on Israel was "pure unadulterated evil...an 

atrocity at an unprecedented scale, ... [bringing] to mind the worst rampages of ISIS..." 

He emphasized America's support for Israel and promised to provide everything 

necessary for Israel to protect its citizens, defend itself and respond to the attack. He 

called on Congress to approve the allocation of additional funding for Israel, and declared his 

country would not allow Israel’s arsenals to run out and would also replenish the arsenals of 

the Iron Dome aerial defense system. He warned anyone who thought of taking advantage of 

the situation (i.e., Iran and Hezbollah), "Don't!" (CNBC, October 10, 2023). The United States 

State Department announced that Secretary of State Antony Blinken was expected to arrive 

in Israel (Reuters, October 11, 2023). 
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  Hamas strongly condemned Joe Biden’s speech, which they claimed was blatantly 

biased towards Israel and was broadcast at the same time as the continued escalation and 

aggression in the Gaza Strip and the other “occupied territories.” According to Hamas, the 

president’s statements were an attempt to hide the "crimes and terrorism' of the Israeli 

government, including massacres OF Palestinians. Hamas called on the American 

administration to examine its “unjust” position and withdraw from its double-standard policy 

towards Israel (Hamas Telegram channel, October 10, 2023). 

Russia  

  Russian President Vladimir Putin addressed the war in the south for the first time 

during a meeting with Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia’ al-Sudani. According to Putin, 

it was a clear example of the failure of United States foreign policy in the Middle East, which 

strove to monopolize any settlement between Israel and the Palestinians and did not seek a 

compromise that would be accepted by both sides. Putin called for a solution to the 

Palestinian issue by establishing a sovereign Palestinian state (CNN, October 11, 2023). Putin 

has so far neither addressed nor condemned the massacre of Israeli civilians by Hamas 

terrorist operatives.  

Germany 

  German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock said in a speech given ahead of a 

meeting of EU foreign ministers regarding the continuation of aid payments to the 

Palestinians that it would be completely wrong to stop humanitarian aid to the civilian 

population now (Reuters, October 10, 2023). 

United Nations 

  The UN emergency relief coordinator, Martin Griffiths, described the extent of the 

crisis and the speed at which it was unfolding as “chilling”. He stressed that all sides had to 

uphold the laws of war, treat those held in captivity humanely, and release the hostages 

without delay. He stressed the need to protect civilians and civilian infrastructure, allow 

civilians to go to safer areas, and not prevent essential humanitarian aid, services, and 

supplies necessary from reaching the Gaza Strip. The World Food Program (WFP) has begun a 

food relief operation for more than 800,000 people in the Gaza Strip and Judea and Samaria. 

The organization called for the establishment of humanitarian corridors to facilitate the entry 

of humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip. 
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Overview 
 The southern sector: IDF forces reported they had control over the area surrounding 

the Gaza Strip and most of it had been cleared of Hamas terrorist operatives. Meanwhile, IDF 

fighters continued operating against terrorist squads still in the area attempting to carry out 

attacks. Israeli Air Force waves of air strikes in the Gaza Strip continued attacking dozens of 

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) military targets and the deaths of several senior 

operatives were reported. The rocket fire from the Gaza Strip attacking civilian Israeli targets 

continued, albeit at a slower pace. Exceptionally, a rocket was fired at the Carmel area in 

northern Israel, and a barrage of rockets was launched at the settlements of Sharon and 

Samaria. Another barrage was launched at the Beit Shemesh area. 

 The Gaza Strip: Hamas claimed it had more than 120 hostages, and as long as the 

fighting continued they would not discuss the issue. In the Gaza Strip the humanitarian 

situation is worsening. According to reports, the electricity supply was cut off and the 

hospitals were collapsing under the strain. Arab and international parties began organizing to 

create a "humanitarian corridor." Egypt is concerned about allowing citizens to leave the Gaza 

Strip and enter its territory. Hamas officials continued an intensive battle for hearts and minds 

to counteract the accusations and mounting evidence that they committed ISIS-type 

atrocities. Hamas called for activity and violent clashes in Judea and Samaria and along the 

borders of Israel on Friday October 13, 2023. 

 So far, more than 1,300 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported and there are 

about 3,300 wounded. Approximately 150 abductees remain in the Gaza Strip and 5,750 

rockets were launched into Israeli territory. 

 The northern sector: Israel's north is quiet but tense. UNIFIL and Lebanese army 

forces reported that they were remaining in the area. Hezbollah continued expressing support 

for Hamas and keeping its forces on alert, recruiting fighters to its ranks and coordinating their 
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operations with the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) and the Palestinian terrorist 

organizations. 

 Judea and Samaria: Israeli security forces continued their counterterrorism 

activities. Demonstrations of several thousand participants were held in several cities in 

support of the Gaza Strip. Hamas encouraged terrorist attacks in Judea and Samaria. Husam 

Badran, a member of Hamas' political bureau, called on everyone who had a weapon, either 

by virtue of their [formal] occupation or participation in the "resistance" [Palestinian terrorist 

organizations], to carry out attacks immediately. 

 The Arab/Islamic arena: Iran's leaders held talks with Syria and Saudi Arabia to 

cooperate in stopping Israel's activities. The Arab League's foreign ministers held an 

emergency meeting and called for an immediate end to the fighting and the delivery of 

humanitarian aid to Gaza. 

The Combat Arena 
IDF activity 

 Ground activity: IDF forces gained control of the area surrounding the Gaza Strip and 

most it has been cleared of Hamas terrorist operatives. Meanwhile, IDF fighters continued 

operating against terrorist groups still in the region and attempting to carry out attacks. IDF 

engineering forces continued operations to seal breaches in the border fence to prevent 

further incursions. Israeli Air Force aircraft, including combat helicopters and UAVs, provided 

protective cover for the forces (IDF spokesman, October 11, 2023). 

 During the past day, the presence of several terrorist squads inside Israeli territory 

was suspected. On the evening of October 11, 2023, IDF soldiers identified several terrorist 

vehicles near Kibbutz Nir Am. The vehicle was attacked with tank fire, three terrorists were 

killed and IDF forces continued to search the area. Before dawn on October 12, 2023, the IDF 

killed a terrorist who tried to drive into Israel (IDF spokesman, October 11 and 12, 2023). 

 Given the IDF activity, Hamas' military-terrorist wing issued several announcements 

claiming its forces continued to operate in Israeli territory. At 3:10 p.m. on October 11, 2023, 

Hamas claimed replacement operatives had been sent to the Zikim-Ashkelon, Sofa and other 

axes, and its forces were conducting "fierce battles" in the Sofa area (Izz al-Din Qassam 

Brigades Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). Later, the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades 
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announced that using two al-Zawari "suicide" UAVs, it had attacked an IDF regrouping site in 

the eastern Gaza Strip, (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

 Aerial activity: During the past  day, waves of Israeli Air Force air strikes continued 

attacking dozens of Hamas and PIJ military-terrorist targets. On October 12, 2023, an 

extensive wave was carried out against the headquarters of the nukhba, Hamas' elite unit 

whose operatives invaded Israel. A senior Hamas naval officer was killed in the strikes. The IDF 

spokesman reported that attacks were based on information obtained from the interrogation 

of captured terrorists, and the attacks severely curtained Hamas' ability to operate in the field 

(IDF spokesman, October 12, 11, 2023). 

 Hamas claimed the IDF report of attacks on nukhba forces was baseless. According to 

Hamas, residential neighborhoods and buildings and civilian institutions, mosques and 

houses were attacked and razed to the ground on top of their occupants without prior 

warning (Hamas website, November 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Attack on a building where terrorist operatives were staying. Left: Attack on an 
apartment used as a Hamas control center (IDF spokesman's Twitter account, October 12, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Air Force strikes in Gaza (QudsN Twitter account, October 12, 2023) 
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IDF attack in the Tel Sultan neighborhood in western Rafah (Shehab Twitter account, October 
12, 2023) 

Rocket fire 

 Meanwhile, rocket fire continued. On October 11, 2023, several barrages were 

launched into the area of Beersheba (Israel's largest southern city) and the center of the 

country. In the evening a long-range rocket was fired into the Carmel Beach area (Haifa). The 

rocket fell in an open area. No casualties or damage were reported. The night of October 11, 

2023, was quiet and no rockets or mortar shells were fired at Israel for the first time since the 

outbreak of the war. 

 On October 12, 2023, a barrage was launched towards the coastal plain and the 

Samaria region. No casualties or damage were reported. Seven rockets fell in Sderot. Four 

people were injured, two of them seriously, and several buildings were damaged (Sderot 

municipality spokeswoman, October 12, 2023). Another barrage was launched towards the 

area of Beit Shemesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: A rocket from Gaza falls near Ariel (Shehab Twitter account, October 12, 2023). Left: A fire 
in Ashkelon caused by a rocket hit (QudsN Twitter account, October 11, 2023) 
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Damage caused in Sderot (Sderot municipality spokeswoman, October 12, 2023) 

 Hamas and the PIJ claimed responsibility for most of the rocket fire. Hamas claimed 

responsibility for launching the rocket at Haifa. The Hamas military-terrorist wing reported 

that an R160 rocket had been launched towards Haifa (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram 

channel, October 11, 2023). Later, the military-terrorist wings of Hamas and PIJ announced 

they had launched a barrage of rockets towards Tel Aviv. Hamas claimed it was in response to 

the attack on the "civilians in the Gaza Strip" (Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades Telegram channel, 

October 11, 2023; Jerusalem Brigades Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

 As of October 12, 2023, 5,750 rockets had been launched at over thirty villages, 

towns and cities throughout Israel. The Iron Dome aerial defense system intercepted 590 

rockets; about 100 scored direct hits. Five rockets were fired from Lebanese territory. 

Israeli casualties 

 So far, over 1,300 civilian and soldier deaths have been reported. About 3,300 

Israelis were injured, and about 150 Israelis were abducted and are being held captive in 

the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli abductees 

 Hamas spokesman Abd al-Latif al-Qanua said the organization had more than 120 

hostages and claimed "resistance fighters" [terrorist operatives] continued crossing the fence 

to the villages surrounding the Gaza Strip and abducting more prisoners. He also said there 
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would be no discussions about exchanging prisoners until the "aggression against the Gaza 

Strip" ended (al-Mamlaka TV, October 12, 2023). 

 António Guterres, UN secretary general, called for the immediate release of all the 

hostages held in the Gaza Strip (António Guterres' Twitter account, October 12, 2023). Agence 

France-Presse reported from an "official source" that Turkish President Tayyip Erdoğan had 

started a negotiation process with Hamas for the release of Israeli prisoners (AFP, October 11, 

2023). 

 The al-Arabiya network claimed Egypt would deal with the issue of the foreign 

prisoners and those with dual citizenship and try to reach an understanding with Hamas 

regarding them. "Sources" told the network that Egypt had received a "commitment" from 

Hamas that it would not abuse the foreign abductees (al-Arabiya TV Twitter account, October 

11, 2023). 

 Interviewed by CNN, Izzat al-Rishq, head of Hamas' central media information 

bureau, said Arab and non-Arab countries had made several requests of the Hamas 

leadership abroad regarding the possibility of a prisoner exchange deal. He said Hamas had 

announced it was still too early to discuss the issue and they would hold a discussion only 

after the cessation of Israeli attacks (CNN, October 12, 2023). 

The Gaza Strip 
The situation on the ground 

 UNRWA reported that as a result of the fighting, 14 of its food distribution centers had 

closed and the agency's activities had been reduced (UN website, October 11, 2023). Hamada 

al-Biyari, a senior official at the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) in Gaza, called for a humanitarian ceasefire to allow rescue teams to assess the 

situation. He said the UN teams in Gaza could not currently assess the situation because of 

the ongoing war. He said the number of residents evacuated from their homes had risen to 

338,000 and approximately 220,000 were currently staying in 90 UNRWA shelters throughout 

the Gaza Strip (UN website, October 11, 2023; al-Quds, October 12, 2023). 

 Zafer Melhem, chairman of the Palestinian Energy Authority in Ramallah, 

reported that the power plant in Gaza had completely stopped operations at 2:00 p.m. on 

October 11, 2023. He warned that in the current situation the hospitals were unable to 
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function and would become mass cemeteries (Muhammad Shtayyeh's Facebook page, 

October 11, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zafer Melhem (Muhammad Shtayyeh's Facebook page, October 11, 2023) 

The Rafah Crossing 

 Egypt is preventing the passage of residents from the Gaza Strip to the Sinai area. At 

a press conference held by Sameh Shukri, the Egyptian foreign minister, with his Italian 

counterpart, he emphasized Egypt's commitment to keep the Rafah Crossing open to provide 

the necessary assistance and support to the residents of the Gaza Strip. He said that the 

security escalation led to instability and encouraged Palestinian residents to try to immigrate 

to Europe (al-Youm al-Sabaa, October 11, 2023). 

Palestinian casualties 

 Dr. Ashraf al-Qidra, spokesman for the ministry of health in Gaza, held a press 

conference where he said that since the beginning of the war, the number of dead had passed 

1,220 and the number of wounded was more than 5,800. He said that the public health system 

in the Gaza Strip had begun to collapse and all hospitals were fully occupied ministry of health 

in Gaza (Facebook page of the ministry of health in Gaza, October 12, 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ashraf al-Qidra holds a press conference (Facebook page of the ministry of health in Gaza, 
October 12, 2023) 
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 UNRWA reported the deaths of 11 of its staff members since Saturday, the deaths of 

30 of its school students and the wounding of eight (UN website, October 11, 2023). 

 A number of senior activists were reported killed in IDF operations in the Gaza Strip: 

 Abd al-Rahman Rabia Abd al-Rahman Shehab was born in Jabaliya in 1968. 

He joined the PIJ in 1986, was detained by Israel in December 1988, sentenced to 35 

years in prison and released in the Gilad Shalit exchange deal. He was the leader of the 

PIJ prisoners in Israeli prisons. After his release, in 2012 he founded the Atlas Center for 

Research and became a researcher specializing in Israeli issues (Ra'ia Center for 

Political Development website, June 20, 2022). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abdel Rahman Shehab (Ra'ia Center for Political Development website, June 20, 2022) 

 The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) issued a mourning 

notice for Awad Ghaleb Ramadan al-Sultan (Abu Samoud) from Beit Lahia, who was 

killed in an attack on the Jabaliya refugee camp. He joined the PFLP in 2001 and rose 

through its ranks, becoming an operative in its military-terrorist wing and carrying out 

several operations, especially at sea. He was detained on February 14, 2010 on a boat at 

sea in the northern Gaza Strip and released from prison in Israel on February 13, 2018. 

He was a member of the PFLP Central Committee and was head of its bureau of 

shaheeds, prisoners and wounded until his death (Amad, October 12, 2023). 
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Awad al-Sultan (Paldf Twitter account, October 12, 2023) 

 Muhammad Abu Shamala, a senior terrorist operative from the Hamas 

naval force in the Rafah Brigade. His house was also used to store naval weapons (IDF 

spokesman, October 12, 2023). 

Hamas 

  Isma'il Haniyeh, head of Hamas' political bureau, spoke on the phone with Ali 

Akbar Velayati, the Iranian leader's senior advisor for international affairs. Velayati said 

Hamas' activity was a source of pride for the entire [Muslim] nation and all their actions had 

surprised Israel, which did not expect the Palestinian people would be able to "to stand and 

fight." He condemned the "Zionist crimes" against defenseless citizens, the destruction of 

infrastructure and the cutting off of electricity and water. Haniyeh said the "resistance" [anti-

Israeli terrorism] continued, the "resistance" fighters [terrorist operatives] stood firm and 

could confront Israel "which, due to the terror that befell it, resorted to committing heinous 

massacres" (Hamas' Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

Revealing the details of the Hamas attack 

 In the meantime, more details are being revealed about the Hamas terrorist invasion. 

According to al-Sharq al-Awsat, Muhammed Deif, the commander of Hamas' military-

terrorist wing, began planning the attack immediately after Operation Guardian of the Walls 

in May 2021 because of events on the Temple Mount. A source close to Hamas described the 

attack as a response to photos from the Temple Mount showing Jews entering the compound, 

attacking Muslim worshipers and beating the elderly. "The source" said preparations and 

training for the invasion had been made over a period of two years and the decision to plan 

and carry it out was made by Muhammad Deif and Yahya al-Sinwar. He also stated that only a 

few members of the Hamas leadership knew about it. Moreover, according al-Sharq al-Awsat, 

planning was so compartmentalized that even Iran knew nothing about it or its timing, and it 
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had not been discussed in any meeting held by Hamas operatives with Hezbollah and other 

Palestinian [terrorist] organizations (al-Sharq al-Awsat, October 12, 2023). 

 Muhammad Nizal, a member of Hamas' political bureau, said Hamas had been 

planning the war for years, and was leading the "conflict" together with most of the [terrorist] 

organizations in the Gaza Strip. He noted Hamas had avoided participating in previous 

campaigns because it wanted to conserve its ammunition and capabilities for the current 

"campaign," claiming [falsely] they were not attacking civilians, but soldiers and settlers who 

carry weapons (al-Jazeera Mubasher, October 11, 2023). 

The battle for hearts and minds 

 Meanwhile, Hamas is making a media effort to repair its image as an organization 

which commits cold-blooded murder and other atrocities. To that end, al-Jazeera aired a 

video taken at the border of the Gaza Strip in which a woman and two small children were 

seen being released from captivity and receiving permission to walk back to Israeli territory. 

The pictures were accompanied by an interview with someone in the Gaza Strip referred to as 

"an expert on security matters," who called the video "proof" that the Israeli prime minister 

was lying and that the operatives of Hamas' military wing of Hamas did not murder women 

and children, but rather set them free (al-Jazeera, October 11, 2023). Hamas also issued a 

video in English on its Telegram channel which it claimed presented "the lies told by the 

media about Operation al-Aqsa Storm." 

 Izzat al-Rishq said Hamas rejected the claims of some of the Western media which 

falsely promoted Israeli claims that operatives from the "Palestinian resistance" had 

beheaded children and attacked women, without any evidence supporting the lies and 

claims.1 He falsely claimed the targets of the "fighters of the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades have 

always been concentrations of forces and military personnel, and they repeatedly issued 

warnings to civilians to stay away from the battlefields and points of conflict, out of their 

commitment to the laws of war and its rules." That, he claimed, was in contrast to Israel, 

whose "previous and current crimes exceed the limits of logic" (Hamas' Telegram channel, 

October 11, 2023). 

 Husam Badran, a member of Hamas' political bureau, rejected the accusations of 

Israel and some of the Western media that the "resistance" was slaughtering Israeli citizens. 

 
1 The alleged "lies and claims" are fully documented. 
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He claimed Islam forbade them to attack civilians, and the Izz al-Din Qassam Brigades 

"fighters" carried out the instructions of Muhammad Deif on the subject, and there were even 

videos that prove it. He claimed the "resistance" attacked soldiers and the instructions of the 

fighters on the ground were to attack soldiers and military bases (Hamas website, October 11, 

2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

An ISIS flag found in Kibbutz Sufa among the equipment of Hamas terrorists                                      
(IDF spokesman, October 12, 2023) 

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad  

 Abu Hamza, the spokesman for the PIJ's military-terrorist wing, said in a recorded 

message that the "campaign" was not limited to the Gaza Strip alone, and that Israel had seen 

PIJ fighters in Judea and Samaria as well and the "campaign" might soon expand into Israel 

and other arenas. He said that what happened in southern Lebanon [the PIJ terrorist squad 

which infiltrated into Israeli territory] was only a small part of what would come next. He 

called on all the "fighters" in Judea and Samaria to continue fighting the "occupation" (Abu 

Hamza's Telegram channel, October 12, 2023). 

 Referring to Biden's speech, Khaled al-Batash, a member of the PIJ's political 

bureau, claimed the American statements and position were "proof of the extent of the 

United States's complicity in violating the rights of the Palestinian people." He called on the 

entire [Muslim] nation to take an uncompromising, unequivocal position in the face of the 

threats of Israel and the United States to close the crossings and not allow the delivery goods 

and equipment [to the Gaza Strip] (PIJ Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 
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The Northern Arena 

Lebanon  

  The Lebanese army issued a statement saying that after searching the border areas, 

a military unit found a launcher in the al-Qleileh area from which several rockets had been 

fired. A rocket was found ready for launching (Lebanese army Twitter account, October 11, 

2023). UNIFIL spokesman Andrea Tenenti said the force continued to be present and 

operational, its vital work continued, and the commander of the force, Lázaro, was in contact 

with elements on both sides of the border and urged them to exercise restraint (UNIFIL 

spokesman's Twitter account, October 11, 2023). 

  In an article published by Ibrahim al-Amin, who is close to Hassan Nasrallah, al-

Akhbar stressed that after the limited operations on the Lebanese border, the United States 

had conveyed a message to the Lebanese government and army and through them to 

Hezbollah, according to which if Hezbollah opened a front from the north, the United States 

would stand by Israel and would not prevent it from strongly attacking Lebanon. He said 

Hezbollah would not accept any threats and “intimidation does not affect it or the resistance 

in Palestine.” He added that the only mediator who would be welcomed would one who 

would request to stop “Israeli aggression.” Al-Amin noted that the “resistance in Lebanon” 

remained on alert, continued recruiting fighters to its ranks and coordinated with the other 

"resistance forces," including the IRGC, Hamas, and the PIJ. According to “sources referred to 

as involved,” the "external" resistance forces had to carry out actions that would confuse 

Israel and prevent it from mobilizing its capabilities against the Gaza Strip (al-Akhbar, October 

12, 2023). 

  Hezbollah called on its supporters to participate in rallies to be held on Friday, 

October 13, 2023, in support of Operation al-Aqsa Storm and Palestine. It was also reported 

that Naim Qassem, PIJ deputy secretary general, would speak at one of the rallies held in 

Beirut (al-Ahed Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

  In response to the dispatch of American aircraft carriers to the region to support 

Israel, Hezbollah said in a statement that it regarded the United States as a full partner in the 

“Zionist aggression” and the killing, destruction and massacres of defenseless civilians. The 

statement added that aircraft carriers would not frighten Hezbollah or the Palestinian 

organizations, and they were prepared for confrontation “until final victory and complete 
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liberation are attained.” Hezbollah called on the Arab-Muslim nation to condemn the 

intervention of the United States and its international partners (Telegram channel of 

Hezbollah’s combat media unit, October 11, 2023). 

Syria  

 According to an unverified report, on October 11, 2023, Iranian-backed militias in Syria 

transferred nearly 100 fighters by bus from a staging point in al-Hajana Square in Albukamal 

(southeastern Syria) to southern Syria on the Israeli border. Most of the fighters were Syrian 

combat engineers from the Homs and Hama provinces who specialized in assembling and 

neutralizing IEDs (Nahar Media, October 11, 2023). 

Judea, Samaria, and the Palestinian Authority 

Events  

 During the past 24 hours, Israeli security forces continued to detain wanted 

Palestinians in Judea and Samaria. According to reports, 56 wanted Palestinians were 

detained, 28 of them Hamas operatives (Israeli media, October 12, 2023). The following were 

events recorded in the last 24 hours: 

 On the afternoon of October 11, 2023, a Palestinian staying in Israel illegally 

attacked an IDF soldier and attempted to snatch his weapon on the Tunnel Road, south 

of Jerusalem. He was shot and killed; an Israeli civilian was wounded (Israeli media, 

October 12, 2023). 

 On the afternoon of October 11, 2023, clashes were reported between 

Palestinians and Jewish settlers near the village of Qasra (south of Nablus), which 

included stone-throwing by both the sides. A short time later Palestinians fired at an IDF 

post in the area. In response, several armed settlers on ATVs entered the village of 

Qasra, shot at several Palestinians and set fire to electricity poles. An IDF force that 

entered the village separated the sides (Israeli media, October 11, 2023). The 

Palestinians reported four Palestinians had been killed by Israeli settlers during the 

clashes (Wafa, October 11, 2023). The IDF reported the incident was under investigation. 

The Palestinians reported that during the funeral procession, settlers shot at the 

participants near al-Sawiya (south of Nablus), killing a father and son (Wafa, October 12, 

2023). 
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  Hamas continues to try to ignite the region, boasting that the two who shot fireworks 

at police forces in the Silwan neighborhood on October 10, 2023, and one of the terrorists who 

shot at the Jalameh checkpoint were Hamas operatives (Green Jenin Telegram channel, 

October 11, 2023). Hamas also called on residents of Judea and Samaria to participate in 

widespread protests on Friday, October 13, 2023.  

 Hussam Badran, a member of Hamas’ political bureau, issued a statement saying 

that “the West Bank is a front that can best support Gaza before they ask for aid from abroad.” 

He called on the residents of Judea and Samaria to take action because, he claimed, every 

day of delay allowed Israel to kill more of their people in Gaza. He said anyone carrying 

weapons by virtue of his occupation or on behalf of the “resistance” had to carry out attacks 

immediately (Palinfo, October 12, 2023). 

  At Hamas initiative, mass demonstrations were held in Judea and Samaria in support 

of the Gaza Strip. Thousands of participants waved Hamas flags and chanted slogans in praise 

of the “resistance,” Muhammad Deif, and the rocket fire. There were also calls for terrorist 

attacks in Judea, Samaria and Israeli territory (Safa, October 11, 2023). The march held in 

Ramallah was attended by senior Hamas figures in Judea and Samaria, including Hassan 

Yusuf (al-Andalou News, October 11, 2023).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: A procession in Tulkarm. Left: A procession in Nablus                                                                       
(Shehab Twitter account, October 11, 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

193-23 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A march in Ramallah (Shehab Twitter account, October 11, 2023) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A procession in Hebron (Shehab Twitter account, October 11, 2023) 

 

Palestinian Authority  

 Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO’s Executive Committee, said that as part 

of the efforts of the Palestinian leadership to stop the war in the Gaza Strip, Mahmoud Abbas, 

PA chairman, would go to Amman and meet with Jordan’s King Abdullah II; he will also meet 

with Antony Blinken, head of the American Department of State (Hussein al-Sheikh’s Twitter 

page, October 12, 2023). 

 The Bank of Palestine2 donated half a million dollars to purchase food for residents in 

UNRWA shelters. The donation was transferred to the UN World Food Program (WFP) 

following a campaign launched by the organization to raise aid for those staying at UNRWA 

facilities in the Gaza Strip (al-Quds, October 12, 2023). 

 

 
2 One of the largest banks in the Palestinian economy. It has dozens of branches in the PA and the Gaza 
Strip. The bank’s headquarters are in Ramallah and are controlled by the al-Shawa family from Gaza.  
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Iran 
 Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi spoke with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin 

Salman. They discussed recent events and stressed the need for unity in the Islamic world 

and the fact that the “crimes of the Zionist entity” would lead to its own insecurity (Twitter 

account of Mohammad Jamshidi, assistant to the Iranian president for political affairs, 

October 12, 2023).12 

 He also spoke with Syrian President Bashar Assad. Raisi said Iran was trying to 

obtain cooperation between the leaders of Islamic countries to end Israel’s activity against 

the Palestinians. Assad praised the “great victories of the resistance” and said the Islamic and 

Arab countries had to act without delay to transfer aid to the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 

(Tasnim, October 12, 2023). 

 Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian spoke with UN Secretary-

General António Guterres. According to Abdollahian, Operation al-Aqsa Storm is a Palestinian 

initiative in response to the “crimes of the Israeli government in recent months.” He claimed 

that the Gaza Strip was under a “full siege” and offered to send humanitarian aid (Iranian 

foreign ministry Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

 NBC reported American intelligence had information proving Iran’s leaders were 

surprised by the Hamas attack. The network sources noted that the seniority of the Iranians 

who were surprised was high enough to know whether Iran had helped Hamas. In addition, it 

was noted that the American administration was examining whether the IRGC had prepared 

and trained Hamas operatives, as well as the claim that during the demonstrations held along 

the border fence in recent weeks, explosives had been placed along the fence (NBC, October 

12, 2023). 

 

Arab World 
Arab League  

 The foreign ministers of the Arab League met in Cairo to discuss the events. They 

issued a joint statement calling for an immediate halt to the “Israeli war on the Gaza Strip” 

and called on all sides to restrain themselves. They also stressed the need to allow 

humanitarian aid to enter the Gaza Strip and reverse Israel’s decision to stop the supply of 
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electricity and water to the Gaza Strip. The ministers warned against attempts to “transfer” 

the Palestinian people (Wafa, October 11, 2023). Riyadh al-Maliki, PA foreign minister, 

referred to the “dangerous” freezing of aid funds by several European countries, saying that 

by doing so, the Europeans pointed a finger of blame at the PA and thereby collectively 

punished all Palestinians (PA foreign ministry Telegram channel, October 11, 2023). 

Egypt 

 Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi spoke with UN Secretary General António 

Guterres to discuss the escalation in the Gaza Strip and the international efforts taken to 

restore regional calm. They stressed the importance of keeping the fighting from spreading to 

other places, and the need to protect civilians and prevent the humanitarian situation from 

deteriorating. Guterres thanked el-Sisi for Egypt’s efforts to facilitate the delivery of 

humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip (Facebook page of the Egyptian presidential spokesman, 

October 11, 2023). 

Jordan 

 In a speech given by King Abdullah II of Jordan on the occasion of the opening of the 

third permanent session of parliament, he noted that the dangerous escalation and 

aggression in the Palestinian territories were proof that regional stability would not prevail 

until the implementation of the two-state solution. He said Jordan would not deviate from 

defending the interests of the Palestinian people, Jordan’s position would remain stable and 

it would not relinquish role as the defender of the Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem 

(Jordanian News Agency and al-Rai newspaper, October 11, 2023).  

 On October 11, 2023, another mass rally in support of Hamas was held in Amman, the 

capital of Jordan (Shehab News Agency, October 11, 2023). 
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Amman Support Rally  
(Shehab News Agency, October 11, 2023) 

Turkey 

 Turkish President Tayyip Erdoğan spoke with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman to discuss the latest developments. Erdoğan noted that Turkey had begun taking 

steps to transfer aid to civilians harmed by attacks in the Gaza Strip and that attacks against 

civilian areas were unacceptable (Twitter account of the Turkish president, October 11, 2023). 

United Arab Emirates 

 UAE Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed spoke with his Iranian counterpart, 

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, to discuss “the importance of protecting civilians in the conflict 

(UAE News Agency, October 11, 2023). 

Iraq  

 The information office of al-Sistani, Iraq’s top Shi’ite religious leader, said Israel 

(the “occupation army”) was imposing a stifling siege on the Gaza Strip and harming the 

helpless. According to the statement, Israel wants revenge on the residents of the Gaza Strip 

to compensate for its resounding failure in the recent clashes. The events, according to the 

announcement, were taking place before the entire world, and there were "even elements 

that support the criminal acts and justify them under the pretext of self-defense." The 

announcement encouraged the countries of the world to stand up to Israel's terrible cruelty 

and prevent it from continuing to implement its plans to cause greater damage to the 

Palestinian people. It stated that ending the tragedy of the Palestinian people was the only 

way to establish peace and security in the region (Iraqi News Agency, October 11, 2023). 
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Western countries 
United States  

  In a speech to Jewish leaders, US President Joe Biden said that the “day of 

massacre” carried out by Hamas near the Gaza Strip was “the deadliest since the Holocaust.” 

On the other hand, he also noted the importance of Israel acting in accordance with the laws 

of war (PBS, October 12, 2023). 

  Biden and UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed discussed the importance of 

protecting civilians and opening humanitarian corridors (UAE News Agency, October 11, 

2023). The White House added that “President Biden condemned Hamas’ attacks on Israel” 

(Reuters, October 11, 2023). 

Germany 

  German Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced that Germany would suspend all aid for 

the development of the Palestinian territories until an examination had been completed to 

ensure that it best served Israel’s security and regional peace. He said the silence of the PA 

and its chairman Mahmoud Abbas was shameful. He said they could predict, to their dismay, 

that the suffering of civilians in the Gaza Strip would increase, but that this was “the fault of 

the Hamas attack on Israel.” Scholz stressed that he was in direct contact with Egyptian 

President el-Sisi, Turkish President Erdoğan and the Emir of Qatar, who he said could play an 

important role in de-escalation (Reuters, October 12, 2023). 

 The German chancellor announced a complete ban on carrying out activities in 

solidarity with Hamas throughout Germany. He also said in support of Israel that without Iran, 

the attack would not have taken place (DW, October 11, 2023). 
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