
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/661fd12b23f442b781be64cf323ef573/?draft=true
https://isw.pub/IsraelBattleMap


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftIsraelCOTDecember 3%2C2023.png






https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Regional IDF Battle Map Draft December 3%2C2023.png




https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Gaza Clearing Map December 3%2C2023.png


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Gaza Evacuation Zone Map December 3%2C 2023.png




https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Gaza IDF Battle Map December 3%2C2023.png


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Southern Israel Battle Map December 3%2C2023.png


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/West Bank Battle Map December 3%2C2023.png




https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Northern Israel Battle Map December 3%2C2023.png




https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Regional Battle Map Draft December 3%2C2023.png


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Babel Street email logo_4_26.jpg


https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref1
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref2
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref3
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref4
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref5
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref6
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref7
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref8
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref9
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref10
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref11
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref12
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref13
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref14
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref15
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref16
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref17
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref18
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref19


https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref20
https://www.timesofisrael/
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref21
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref22
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref23
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref24
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref25
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref26
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref27
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref28
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref29
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref30
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref31
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref32
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref33
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref34
https://www.understandingwar.org/#_ednref35








�í�� �/�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�š�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�����^�š�µ���Ç���}�(���t���Œ�����v���������/�[�•�����Œ�]�Ÿ�����o���d�Z�Œ�����š�•���W�Œ�}�i�����š���î�ì�î�ï 
 

Iran  Update,  December  4,  2023  
 

Ashka  Jhaveri,  Annika  Ganzeveld,  Kathryn  Tyson,  Amin  Soltani,  and  Brian  Carter  
 

Information  Cutoff:  2:00  pm  EST 
  
The Iran  Update provides insights  into  Iranian  and Iranian -sponsored activities  abroad  that  
undermine  regional  stability  and threaten  US forces and interests. It  also covers events and trends 
that  affect the stability  and decision-making  of the Iranian  regime. The Critical  Threats Project 
(CTP) at the American  Enterprise  Institute  and the Institute  for  the Study of War  (ISW)  provides 
these updates regularly  based on regional  events. For more on developments in  Iran  and the region,  
see our  interactive  map of Iran  and the Middle  East. 
  
Note:  CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover the Israel -Hamas war.  The new sections 
address developments in  the Gaza Strip,  the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria,  as well  as noteworthy  
activity  from  �,�U�D�Q�¶�V Axis of Resistance. We do not report  in  detail  on war  crimes because these 
activities  are well -covered in  Western media and do not directly  affect the military  operations  we 
are assessing and forecasting.  We utterly  condemn violations  of the laws of armed  conflict  and the 
Geneva Conventions and crimes against  humanity  even though we do not describe them in these 
reports.  
  
Click here to see CTP and �,�6�:�¶�V interactive  map of Israeli  ground  operations.  This map is updated 
daily  alongside the static  maps present in  this report.  
  
Key  Takeaways:  
 

1. Israel continued conducting clearing operations in the northern Gaza Strip to encircle 
Hamas in Shujaiya neighborhood and Jabalia city. 

2. Israeli forces clashed with Palestinian militias in the central and southern Gaza Strip along 
the Salah al Din Road. 

3. Israel continued clearing operations in Beit Hanoun to destroy Palestinian militia 
infrastructure.  

4. Palestinian fighters conducted ten attacks targeting Israeli forces across the West Bank. 
Lebanese Hezbollah claimed 11 attacks into northern Israel targeting Israeli forces and 
civilians.  

5. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq�² a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias �² claimed 
responsibility for two attacks on US forces in Iraq and Syria on December 3. 

6. US Central Command confirmed that the US military conducted a self-defense strike 
against five Iraqi militants planning a one -way drone attack on US forces near Kirkuk, 
Iraq, on December 3. 

7. Iranian Armed Forces General Staff Chief Major General Mohammad Bagheri discussed 
expanding intelligence cooperation with the Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) 
during a meeting with PMF Chairman Faleh al Fayyadh in Baghdad on December 4. 
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Gaza  Strip  

Axis  of  Resistance  campaign  objectives:  
 

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to launch and sustain a major 
ground operation into the Gaza Strip  

�x Degrade IDF material and morale around the Gaza Strip. 
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Israel  continued  to  conduct  clearing  operations  in  the  northern  Gaza  Strip  to  encircle  
Hamas  in  Shujaiya  neighborhood  and  Jabalia  city.  Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant 
observed Israeli forces in Shujaiya and Jabalia on December 4 and noted that the forces have returned 
�W�K�H�U�H���W�R���³�F�O�R�V�H���W�K�H���F�L�U�F�O�H���´�>���@ The Wall  Street Journal  reported that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
have cornered Hamas fighters in the last two strongholds in the northern Gaza Strip.[2]  An IDF 
spokesperson issued a warning to Hamas commanders in Shujaiya that they are targets and that 
Israel will use extreme force in the neighborhood to dismantle Hamas military infrastructure on 
December 3.[3] 
 
Palestinian militias claimed several attacks along Israeli lines of advance along the al Fallujah Road in 
Jabalia. The al Qassem Brigades�² the militant wing of Hamas �² targeted Israeli forces and military 
vehicles near the al Fallujah Road with rocket propelled grenades (RPGs), including tandem-charged 
RPGs and small arms.[4] The al Quds Brigades�² the militant wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) �²
fired tandem -charged RPGs and an anti-armor grenade.[5]  Hamas- and PIJ-affiliated media reported 
that the al Nasser Salah al Din Brigades�² the militant wing of the Palestinian Resistance Committees 
(PRC)�² engaged in clashes with Israeli forces in the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood southwest of 
Jabalia.[6]  The PRC is a loose grouping of armed factions in the Gaza Strip that is strong allies with 
Hamas and PIJ.[7]  

Hamas and PIJ-affiliated media reported clashes between Palestinian fighters and Israeli forces in 
Shujaiya neighborhood.[8]  A Palestinian journalist noted that Israeli forces are advancing into 
Shujaiya neighborhood from several axes.[9] 

Israel  forces  clashed  with  Palestinian  militias  in  the  central  and  southern  Gaza  Strip  
along  the  Salah  al  Din  Road.  Israel announced on December 2 that it is resuming and expanding 
�J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���J�D�L�Q�V���+�D�P�D�V�¶���V�W�U�R�Q�J�K�R�O�G�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���J�U�R�X�Q�G��
forces are operating north of Khan Younis.[10]  Witnesses told AFP that dozens of Israeli tanks 
entered the southern part of the Gaza Strip and are operating on the Salah al Din Road.[11] The IDF 
Arab media spokesperson announced on December 2 civilians cannot use the Salah al Din Road north 
and east of Khan Younis due to Israeli military operations in the area.[12]  

A Palestinian journalist said local rescue teams advised residents to avoid windows, balconies, and 
exterior building walls in Deir al Balah where Israeli forces are present.[13]  Hamas- and PIJ-affiliated 
media reported that Palestinian fighters clashed wi th Israeli forces in Deir al Balah on December 4, 
which is the second consecutive day of fighting in the area.[14] The al Quds Brigades mortared groups 
of Israeli soldiers in Deir al Balah.[15]  The National Resistance Brigades�² the militant wing of the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) �² clashed with Israeli forces in al Qarar 
northeast of Khan Younis.[16] CTP-ISW is not expanding map layers given that the Israeli direction of 
advance is unspecified, as is the extent of their advance. 

Israel  continued  clearing  operations  in  Beit  Hanoun  to  destroy  Palestinian  militia  
infrastructure.  Israeli forces found two tunnel shafts in a school including a booby-trapped one as 
well as an IED and weapons in Beit Hanoun.[17] The IDF attacked 200 Hamas-affiliated targets 
across the Gaza Strip on December 4, including anti-tank weapons, tunnels, and personnel.[18]  Israeli 
ground forces directed airstrikes to destroy infrastructure used for anti -tank ambushes and a weapons 
depot.[19] The al Qassem Brigades targeted Israeli forces behind the Israeli forward line of advance in 
Beit Hanoun, which is consistent with the nature of clearing operations. The militants used tunnels to 
ambush Israeli forces and used anti-personnel munitions and small arms in four separate 
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attacks.[20]  The al Qassem Brigades also claimed to use a Shawaz explosively formed penetrators 
(EFP) to target an IDF tank.[21]  Hamas and other Palestinian militias have used EFPs six times since 
December 1.[22] �7�K�L�V���L�V���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���+�D�P�D�V�¶���X�V�H���R�I���L�Q�F�U�Hasingly sophisticated tactics against 
Israeli forces in the Gaza Strip after the end of the humanitarian pause.[23]  The al Qassem Brigades 
claimed four attacks on Israeli forces and vehicles east of Beit Lahiya using RPGs and anti-personnel 
munitions.[24]  

The  IDF  Arabic -language  spokesperson  did  not  post  any  new  specific  evacuation  orders  
in  the  Gaza  Strip  on  December  4.  The IDF Arab media spokesperson repeated evacuation orders 
covering areas of the northern Gaza Strip including al Mahatta, al Katiba, Hamad, al Satar, Bani 
Suheila, and Maan.[25] The spokesperson directed residents in the Khan Younis area to use the 
coastal road to avoid Israeli military operations.[26]  The IDF temporarily suspended military activity 
in the Rafah camp area for humanitarian purposes.[27]  
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The  entire  Gaza  Strip  is  experiencing  a near -total  internet  blackout.  Palestine-based 
communications companies announced a blackout of services in Gaza City and the Northern Gaza 
Strip on December 4.[28]  NetBlocks later confirmed that most residents  will experience a total loss of 
communications.[29]  The Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) said it has lost contact with its 
teams in the Gaza Strip due to the blackout.[30] 

Palestinian  militias  in  the  Gaza  Strip  conducted  18 rocket  and  mortar  attacks  into  
Israel  on  December  4.  The al Qassem Brigades claimed responsibility for 10 rocket 
attacks.[31] The al Quds Brigades claimed responsibility for six rocket attacks.[32] The National 
Resistance Brigades claimed one rocket attack into southern Israel.[33] The al Nasser Salah al Din 
Brigades fired mortars at Kissufim.[34]  
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