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Iranian -backed Iraqi militias are likely running an information operation to dissuade 
the United States from striking militia targets in Iraq as part of a broader Iranian 
information campaign targeting the West.  Iranian -backed Iraqi militia commanders from 
Kataib Hezbollah, Harkat Hezbollah al Nujaba, and Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada told Reuters on April 7 
that Iranian -�E�D�F�N�H�G���,�U�D�T�L���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V���D�U�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���G�L�V�D�U�P���W�R���³�P�D�N�H���Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�´���W�R��
avoid conflict with the United States and Israel.[9] The militia commanders said that the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) supports this decision. These statements are very similar to other 
articles quoting Iranian officials in recent days that seek to alter  US decision-making ahead of a possible 
�V�W�U�L�N�H�� �R�Q�� �,�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ���� �W�R�O�G�� �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�U�D�Q�� �L�V��
�³�D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�L�Q�J�´���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�� 
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Iranian officials and Iranian partners are not making any claims about disarmament or decreases in 
Iranian support in Persian or Arabic language media, suggesting that these reports are part of a 
concerted information effort targeting a Western audience. K ataib Hezbollah, for example, denied that 
it is prepared to disarm in an April 7 statement in Arabic.[10] Iranian officials similarly gave statements 
in Persian highlighting Iranian support to the Houthis on April 3, the same day unspecified Iranian 
offici �D�O�V���W�R�O�G���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���P�H�G�L�D���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���L�V���³�D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V���´�>�����@ 

Iranian -backed Iraqi militias are unlikely to abandon their decade -long objective to expel the US from 
Iraq and the region unless they suffer serious political setbacks in Iraq due to their military activities. 
Iranian -backed Iraqi militias frequently cond ucted attacks targeting US forces in Iraq and Syria 
between October 2023 and January 2024 in pursuit of the removal of US forces from Iraq and Syria.[12] 
The militias have previously conducted these attacks to both encourage a US withdrawal and to fulfill 
other strategic objectives. CTP-ISW assessed on April 4 that Iranian-backed Iraqi militias have 
increasingly threatened to target US forces in Iraq and Syria recently, likely to both deter a US strike on 
Iran and to ensure that US forces withdraw from Iraq  and Syria.[13] Such threats are directly at odds 
�Z�L�W�K���D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���E�\���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V���W�R���³�G�L�V�D�U�P���´ 

Iran continued to push for indirect negotiations with the United States while rejecting 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �S�U�L�R�U�� �W�R�� �8�6�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �'�R�Q�D�O�G�� �7�U�X�P�S�¶�V�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ���� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W��
Iran and the United States would hold direct talks on April 12.[14]  Reuters reported on April 
6 that Iran is pushing back on US demands to engage in direct nuclear talks, citing an unspecified senior 
Iranian official.[15] Armed Forces General Staff Chief Major General Mohammad Bagheri similarly 
stated on April 7 that indir �H�F�W���W�D�O�N�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�U�H�����D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H�������E�X�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Q�R���G�L�U�H�F�W��
�Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���´�>�����@���7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���D���V�H�Q�L�R�U���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���K�D�V���H�F�K�R�H�G���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���O�L�Q�H��
on nuclear negotiations by expressing openness to indirect negotiations, though rejecting direct 
talks.[17] Iran reportedly seeks a "secret" two-step process that starts with indirect talks and 
���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���P�R�Y�H�V�´���W�R���G�L�U�H�F�W���W�D�O�N�V���>�����@���7�K�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���W�R�O�G���5�H�X�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W���W�D�O�N�V���J�L�Y�H��
Iran a chance to "evaluate Washington's seriousness."[19] Iran may use reported US demands for Iran 
to curtail its missile program and its role in leading the Axis of Resistance to claim that the United 
�6�W�D�W�H�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �´�V�H�U�L�R�X�V���´�>�����@�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �Hxplicitly rejected any 
concessions on issues beyond its nuclear program.[21] Iranian officials also stated on April 7 that Iran 
wants Oman to mediate talks between the United States and Iran.[22] CTP-ISW has not observed any 
official Iranian responses to T �U�X�P�S�¶�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����&�7�3-ISW will provide more details and analysis 
in the April 8 Iran Update.  

Iran continued to threaten to attack US allies or any country that may support a US strike 
on Iran, likely to deter a potential US or Israeli strike on Iran.  Western media reported in 
recent days that Iran has warned Persian Gulf countries hosting US military bases, including Iraq, 
Kuwait, the UAE, Qatar, Turkey, and Bahrain, not to support any potential strike on Iran.[23] An 
unspecified Iranian official told  The Times �W�K�D�W�� �,�U�D�Q�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Y�L�H�Z�� �V�X�F�K�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �´�D�F�W�� �R�I��
�K�R�V�W�L�O�L�W�\���´�>�����@�� �5�H�X�W�H�U�V�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ���� �W�K�D�W�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�L�Q�J�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �8�6�� �E�D�V�H�V�� ���P�D�\�� �E�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
firing line," according to an unspecified senior Iranian official.[25] An unspecified senior Iranian 
milita ry official previously told  the Telegraph in late March that Iran would attack any base "used by 
Americans" to attack Iran.[26] Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has held several calls with his 
counterparts in the region in recent days, likely to encourage these states to dissuade the United States 
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from attacking Iran.[27] CTP -ISW previously assessed that Iranian threats to attack US allies in the 
region may aim to discourage allies from allowing the United States to use their facilities out of fear of 
Iranian retaliation. Iran previously employed th is strategy in October 2024 to dissuade states in the 
Middle East from providing Israel with assistance to launch an attack on Iran.[28]  

Senior Iranian military officials appear to be preparing for possible US or Israeli strikes 
on Iran.  Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters Commander Brigadier General Alireza Sabahi 
Fard and IRGC Aerospace Force Commander Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh visited Iran's 
Southern Air Defense Zone based in Bushehr Province on April 6 to conduct an operational assessment 
of military units and defense capabilities in the zone.[29] The visit follows a similar inspection at the 
Southeastern Air Defense Zone based in Bandar-e Abbas, Hormozgan Province, on April 4.[30] These 
ongoing inspections likely reflect Iranian efforts to ensure air defense readiness and prepare for a 
possible strike on its nuclear facilities. An unspecified senior Israeli official told Axios on April 4 that 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and US President Donald Trump planne d to discuss a 
potential strike on nuclear facilities �² if diplomatic efforts fail �² during their meeting on April 7.[31]  US 
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G���7�U�X�P�S���K�D�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�K�D�W���µ�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�¶���L�I���,�U�D�Q���G�R�H�V��
not agree to a new nuclear deal.[32]  

Key Takeaways:  

�x US Air Campaign in Yemen:  Regional diplomatic sources told CNN on April 6 that the 
Yemeni government is preparing for a ground offensive against the Houthis. The offensive would 
reportedly consist of advances from the south and east and along the western Yemeni coast to 
take Hudaydah. US Central Command (CENTCOM) has conducted at least 26 airstrikes 
targeting Houthi infrastructure and leadership in Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen since April 
4. 

�x Iranian Information Operations:  Iranian -backed Iraqi militias are likely running an 
information operation to dissuade the United States from striking militia targets in Iraq as part 
of a broader Iranian information campaign targeting the West. Iranian officials and Iranian 
partners are not making any claims about disarmament or decreases in Iranian support in 
Persian or Arabic language media, suggesting that these reports are part of a concerted 
information effort targeting a Western audience.  

�x Iranian Nuclear Program:  Iran continued to push for indirect negotiations with the United 
�6�W�D�W�H�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �U�H�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �S�U�L�R�U�� �W�R�� �8�6�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �'�R�Q�D�O�G�� �7�U�X�P�S�¶�V�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ����
announcement that Iran and the United States would hold direct talks on April 12. Iran 
continued to th reaten to attack US allies or any country that may support a US strike on Iran, 
likely to deter a potential US or Israeli strike on Iran.  
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Syria  

The Syrian interim government continued to meet with Suwaydawi military groups as 
part of the government's effort to integrate all militias into the Syrian army.  Former Men 
of Dignity member Laith al Balous met with Syrian Defense Minister Major General Marhaf Abu Qasra 
in Damascus on April 6, possibly to discuss Israeli presence in southern Syria.[33] Balous praised the 
�6�\�U�L�D�Q�V���Z�K�R���³�G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�G�´���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���6�\�U�L�D���I�U�R�P���,�V�U�D�H�O���D�V���P�D�U�W�\�U�V���Z�K�R���I�R�X�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���,�V�U�D�H�O���L�Q���D���³�E�D�W�W�O�H���R�I��
�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\�´���D�I�W�H�U���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���I�R�U�F�H�V���N�L�O�O�H�G���Q�L�Q�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q�V���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������>�����@���4�D�V�U�D���D�O�V�R���P�H�W���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U��
Suwayda military veterans on April 5.[35] A Syrian interior ministry committee separately visited the 
Suwayda police headquarters to coordinate police unit deployments across Suwayda on April 7.[36] 
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The separatist Druze-�P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���6�X�Z�D�\�G�D���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����6�0�&�����R�S�H�Q�H�G���D���´�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���F�H�Q�W�H�U�´���L�Q��
al Ghariya, southwestern Suwayda Province, on April 7.[37] It is not clear what the purpose of this 
center is. The group previously announced its formation i n February 2025.[38] The SMC is a group of 
Druze fighters who were previously aligned with the Assad regime.[39] A Western analyst recently 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���´�Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q�´���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���'�U�X�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�0�&���K�D�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���,�V�U�D�H�O��
through members of the Israeli Druze community.[40] The SMC likely does not represent a majority of 
the Syrian Druze population.  

Syrian President Ahmed al Shara appointed his brother Maher al Shara as secretary -
general of the presidency. [41] The Secretary-�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�\���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�\�¶�V��
internal operations, including supervising staff and departments under the presidency, managing the 
�S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�����D�Q�G���D�U�U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V���>�����@���0�D�K�H�U�¶�V���D�S�S�R�L�Q�Wment is a further 
�V�L�J�Q�� �R�I�� �6�K�D�U�D�¶�V�� �F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�H�� �L�V�� �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �K�L�P�V�H�O�I�� �Z�L�W�K�� �F�O�R�V�H�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��
loyalists. Maher replaced Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS)-affiliated Abdul Rahman Salama, who was 
already likely extremely loyal to Shara.[43]  

�7�K�H���.�X�U�G�L�V�K���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�L�W�V�����<�3�*�����F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U��
the control of Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyeh neighborhoods in Aleppo City to the 
Syrian interim government.[44]  The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) partially withdrew from the 
two historically Kurdish neighborhoods of Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyeh in Aleppo City on April 4 
as part of a recent agreement with the Syrian interim government.[45]  

�7�K�H���6�'�)�¶�V���U�H�I�X�V�D�O���W�R���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�U�P�\�����6�1�$�����S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\���G�H�O�D�\�H�G��
the final round of prisoner exchanges between the two parties on April 5.[46]  The Aleppo 
City Media Directorate, which is affiliated with the Syrian government, said that the exchange was not 
delayed and clarified that it would take place on schedule.[47] This prisoner exchange is part of the 
recent agreement that the SDF and the interim government signed on April 1 that stipulates the release 
of a total of 600 prisoners.[48] The Syrian interim government and the SDF previously exchanged over 
200 prisoners in the Aleppo Province on April 3.[49]  

The Syrian interim government sent a maintenance crew to repair the Tishreen Dam 
power conversion system on April 5 despite a limited SDF presence inside the dam. [50] 
Civilian administration will reportedly oversee the operations of the dam after the conclusion of the 
repair work.[51] The SDF and the SNA have clashed nearly daily along the Tishreen Dam frontlines 
since December 2024.[52] The SDF partially withdrew from the Tishreen Dam on April 2 as part of a 
recent agreement with the Syrian interim government that calls for the demilitarization of the dam.[53]  

Anti -SDF media reported that the SDF and SNA fought north of the Tishreen Dam on 
April 6 after a five -day pause.[54]  
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Attacks by Sunni sectarian militias and abusive behavior of government forces within 
close proximity of one another risk further decreasing trust between Alawites and 
government forces.  Saraya Ansar al Sunnah claimed it kidnapped three Alawite civilians from 
Saqoubin, Latakia Province, on April 5.[55] Syrian media reported that Syrian government forces 
separately stopped a vehicle at a checkpoint in Saqoubin, Latakia Province, and asked the driver a series 
of questions regarding his background, likely to deduce his affiliation with the former Assad regime.[56] 
The forces directed the driver to move on before shooting and killing him. Questioning to determine an 
�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�� �Z�Lth the Assad Regime to apprehend former regime officials is probably 
commonplace at Syrian government checkpoints, but extrajudicial killings are unacceptable and will 
alienate Alawites in particular. Alawite civilians will likely view any extrajudicial ki llings through a 
sectarian lens in the current climate, especially if the Syrian government begins conflating all Alawites 
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with the Assad Regime and the pro-Assad leadership of the Alawite insurgency. The Syrian interim 
government has established checkpoints across western Syria to improve security and limit insurgent 
freedom of movement. The fighters manning these checkpoints have killed civilians �² both in 
extrajudicial killings and accidentally �² on several occasions, which risks damaging the relationship 
between security forces and the local population and providing opportunities for insurgents to 
exploit.[57]  

Saraya Ansar al Sunnah has claimed two attacks on Alawite and former Assad regime 
members since April 4.  Saraya Ansar al Sunnah claimed on April 4 that it killed an Alawite man and 
his relative in Safita, Tartous Province.[58] The group claimed a separate attack on April 5, which killed 
a former National Defense Force member in western Homs Province.[59] 

Damascus -based media reported that pro -Alawite insurgents attacked the Qaboun 
neighborhood police station in Damascus on April 4.[60]  
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Iraq  

Axis of Resistance Objectives:  

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  

  

�$�� �6�D�G�U�L�V�W�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�� �W�R�O�G�� �,�U�D�T�L�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ���� �W�K�D�W�� �X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G�� �³�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�L�Q�J��
�P�R�Q�W�K�V�´���F�R�X�O�G���F�D�X�V�H���,�U�D�T�L���6�K�L�D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���F�O�H�U�L�F���0�X�T�W�D�G�D���D�O���6�D�G�U���W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���³�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\��
�R�U���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�´���L�Q���W�K�H���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������������H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���>�����@ Sadr announced on March 27 that his Shia 
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National Movement would not participate in the elections.[62] The source added that various Sunni, 
Kurdish, and Shia Coordination Framework parties have attempted to persuade Sadr to participate in 
the elections.[63] The Shia Coordination Framework is a loose coalition of Shia political parties, some 
of which are backed by Iran. CTP-ISW previously assessed that Iraqi politicians may be concerned that 
Sadr could call for protests against government corruption if he chose not to participate in 
elections.[64] Sadr has periodically called for protests, including after the 2021 elections.[65]  

�,�U�D�T�L���P�H�G�L�D���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O������ �W�K�D�W���7�X�U�N�L�V�K���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���V�W�U�X�F�N���.�X�U�G�L�V�W�D�Q���:�R�U�N�H�U�V�¶���3�D�U�W�\��
(PKK) positions near Amedi District, Duhok Province, Iraqi Kurdistan. [66]  

Arabian Peninsula  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas 

�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen  

�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip  

The Houthis conducted two separate combined cruise missile and drone attacks 
targeting the USS  Harry S. Truman  aircraft carrier and US destroyers in the Red Sea on 
April 5 and 7.[67]  CENTCOM did not confirm these attacks. 

The Houthis launched two drones in separate attacks targeting unspecified Israeli 
military targets in the Tel Aviv -Jaffa area on April 4 and April 7.[68]  The IDF intercepted 
both drones before they entered Israeli territory.[69]  

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip                            

�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

US Deputy Special Envoy to the Middle East Morgan Ortagus discussed the Lebanon -
Syria border in a meeting with Lebanese President Joseph Aoun on April 5.[70]  Ortagus 
separately emphasized that the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) must disarm Hezbollah and all other 
�P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V���L�Q���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���³�D�V���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���´�>�����@���2�U�W�D�J�X�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���V�H�W���³�W�L�P�H�W�D�E�O�H�´���I�R�U���W�K�H���/�$�)��
to disarm Hezbollah.  

CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized our 
Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and Iranian 
efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, including t he Palestinian Territories. Given that Israel 
and its partners have destroyed Hamas' military organization and severed the group's ability to 
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resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of communication with 
Hezbollah and Hamas through Syria.    

Iranian Decision -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy  

The Iranian rial depreciated from 1,050,000 rials to one US dollar on April 4 to 1,057,000 
rials to one US dollar on April 7.[72]  

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian dismissed Vice President for Parliamentary 
�$�I�I�D�L�U�V�� �6�K�D�K�U�D�P�� �'�D�E�L�U�L�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ���� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �R�X�W�U�D�J�H�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �'�D�E�L�U�L�¶�V�� �F�R�V�W�O�\��
vacation during the Nowruz holiday at the end of March 2025.[73]  Pezeshkian noted that it 
�L�V���X�Q�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���'�D�E�L�U�L���W�R���H�P�E�D�U�N���R�Q���D���Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�O�H���³�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���>�,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�@���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�D�U�H�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �K�L�J�K���´�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �/�H�D�G�H�U�� �$�O�L�� �.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L���� �K�D�Y�H�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\��
highlighted Iran's worsening economi c conditions.[74]  
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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study 
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored 
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests. CTP-ISW publishes 
the Iran Update every weekday.  
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alongside the static Syria maps in this report. CTP -ISW ended daily maps of Israeli ground operations 
in February 2025.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

�,�U�D�Q���D�J�U�H�H�G���W�R���³�K�L�J�K-�O�H�Y�H�O�´���W�D�O�N�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q���2�P�D�Q���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�����������E�X�W���L�W���L�V���Y�H�U�\��
unlikely to agree to some of the reported US demands.[1] Iranian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Abbas Araghchi and US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff will  lead 
the negotiations.[2] US President Donald Trump stated on April 7 that the US and Iran will hold 
�³�G�L�U�H�F�W�´�� �W�D�O�N�V�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� �������� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �/�H�D�G�H�U�� �$�O�L�� �.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L�� �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H��
times in recent months.[3] Araghchi published an English -language op-ed in Western media on April 
�����W�K�D�W���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�D�O�N�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���³�L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�´���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���I�R�U�P�D�W���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W���5�X�V�V�L�D-
Ukraine talks mediated by the United States and the indirect US-Iran nuclear talks mediated by the 
European Union in 2021.[4] Some repo�U�W�H�G���8�6���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���O�L�P�L�W�V���W�R���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���X�U�D�Q�L�X�P��
�H�Q�U�L�F�K�P�H�Q�W�����D���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�[�L�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���O�L�P�L�W�V���W�R��
�,�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �G�U�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �P�L�V�V�L�O�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P���>���@�� �6�R�P�H�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �8�6�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�Lted States 
�V�H�H�N�V���D���G�H�D�O���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���I�X�O�O�\���G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�H���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���K�D�Y�H��
stated is unacceptable.[6] To accept these demands would require Iran to abandon key components of 
its regional strategy and severely limit Ira �Q�¶�V���G�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���,�V�U�D�H�O�����,�U�D�Q���K�D�V��
long anchored its regional strategy on the development of proxies and partners, and it has only 
abandoned key partners like Bashar al Assad in the face of military defeat. 

Iran may be conducting an information campaign to prepare to argue that it is already 
adhering to some US demands in the negotiations. Iranian officials have recently told Western 
media outlets that Iran is distancing itself from various proxies in the Axis of Resistance, namely the 
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Houthis and Iranian -backed Iraqi militias.[7] Iranian officials could calculate that launching this 
information campaign will enable them to successfully argue that Iran is stepping back its support for 
its proxies. This campaign is a continuation of a long-running Iranian campaign in which Iran denies 
its support for many of its proxies. Iran, for example, denies that it violates the UN arms embargo to 
Yemen despite clear evidence that Iran ships weapons to the Houthis.[8] Iran similarly obfuscates its 
role in the Axis of Resistance despite its clear leadership role �²  including its ability to direct some 
�J�U�R�X�S�V�� �W�R�� �G�R�� �7�H�K�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �E�L�G�G�L�Q�J���� �,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G�� �L�W�V���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�[�L�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�W�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\�� �L�Q��
Arabic and Farsi that they will support one another wh ile simultaneously denying their close 
relationships in English to Western outlets.[9]  

Iran continues to coordinate with China and Russia on nuclear issues ahead of talks with 
the United States, further illustrating the interaction between major US adversaries.  
Iranian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister for Legal and International Affairs Kazem Gharibabadi met 
with his Chinese and Russian counterparts in Moscow on April 8 to discuss the Iranian nuclear issue 
and lifting sanctions.[10] Iran, China, and Russia issued similar statements following the meeting, 
emphasizing the importance of ongoing cooperation on these issues.[11] Iran, China, and Russia 
previously issued a joint statement in mid -March condemning the US "maximum pressure" strategy 
vis-a-vis Iran followin g a meeting of the Iranian, Chinese, and Russian deputy foreign ministers in 
Beijing.[12] It remains unclear what Iran hopes to gain from this coordination or how Russia or China 
plan to support Tehran amid growing US pressure. Russia and China, both UN Security Council 
members, may help block the passage of resolutions against Iran. China also remains the largest 
�L�P�S�R�U�W�H�U���R�I���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���R�L�O�����&�K�L�Q�D�¶�V���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���R�L�O���L�P�S�R�U�W�V���K�H�O�S���,�U�D�Q���F�L�U�F�X�P�Y�H�Q�W���8�6���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���>�����@ 

Turkey and Israel have reportedly held talks to discuss opening a deconfliction line to 
avoid potential conflict over Israeli strikes in Syria, according to two unspecified 
Western officials.[14] Another unspecified source "familiar with Turkish -�,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�´�� �W�R�O�G��
Middle East Eye on April 7 that the talks between Turkey and Israel began after Israel struck Tiyas 
Airbase in Homs Province.[15] Israel has struck Tiyas Airbase on March 21, March 24, and April 2.[16] 
�,�V�U�D�H�O�L���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�U�L�N�H�V���D���³�Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�´���W�R���7�X�U�N�H�\���>�����@���5�H�X�W�H�U�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������W�K�D�W���7�X�U�N�H�\���K�D�V��
evaluated establishing airbases at Tiyas and at least two other Syrian bases.[18] The unspecified 
Western officials said that Isr aeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told his Turkish counterparts 
�W�K�D�W���,�V�U�D�H�O���K�D�G���D���³�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�´���W�R���V�W�U�L�N�H���7�L�\�D�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���7�X�U�N�H�\���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G���D�V�V�H�W�V���W�K�H�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G��
�P�D�N�H���W�K�H���E�D�V�H���³�R�I�I-�O�L�P�L�W�V�´���W�R���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���V�W�U�L�N�H�V���>�����@���7�K�H���7�X�U�N�L�V�K���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���G�H�Q�L�Hd that it held talks 
with Israel on April 8.[20] An open line of communication between Turkey and Israel could possibly 
prevent a potential stand-off between the two parties, particularly one that may be triggered if Israel 
continues to strike Syrian bases and Turkey continues to develop plans to base its forces in Syria. One 
of the unspecified sources said that Netanyahu maintained that Israel insists on a fully demilitarized 
southern Syria, which would preclude Turkey from forming a presence there.[21] Th e Turkish 
government is unlikely to halt plans to establish Turkish presence at Syrian bases like Tiyas or Palmyra. 
�7�X�U�N�L�V�K���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���K�D�Y�H���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R���L�V���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���W�R���7�X�U�N�H�\�¶�V���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U-ISIS efforts.[22]  

US Central Command (CENTCOM) has targeted several mid -ranking commanders 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W�O�L�Q�H���L�Q���+�X�G�D�\�G�D�K���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�D�W�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�X�O�G���L�P�S�D�F�W���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶��
ability to coordinate attacks on international shipping and react to major ground attacks.  
CENTCOM conducted an airstrike on April 2 targeting al Fazah, Hudaydah Governorate, southwest of 
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Houthi -controlled territory in Yemen near the Red Sea, reportedly killing at least 70 Houthi 
fighters.[23] Several mid -ranking Houthi military and intelligence officials reportedly died in the 
airstrike, including the al Tuhayta Axis Commander Najib Kashri .[24] The Tuhayta area is south of 
Hudaydah and close to the frontline between Houthi and pro -Yemeni government forces. CENTCOM 
strikes eliminating mid -level commanders along this frontline could create opportunities for pro -
government forces to exploit if  the CENTCOM strikes were to be coordinated with pro-government 
forces. These strikes and their possible impacts on the frontline are notable in the context of CNN 
reporting on April 6 that the Yemeni Government is preparing for a ground offensive against the 
Houthis, citing unspecified regional diplomatic sources.[25] These mid -level commanders will be 
quickly replaced, however. The Tuhayta area is also probably important for Houthi smuggling efforts 
and drone and missile operations.[26] CENTCOM reportedly  �W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶�� �5�H�G�� �6�H�D�� �&�R�D�V�W�D�O��
�5�H�J�L�R�Q���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���$�E�X���7�D�O�H�E���L�Q���W�K�L�V���D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O���>�����@���$�E�X���7�D�O�H�E�¶�V���V�W�D�W�X�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q�� 

CENTCOM also reportedly conducted an unspecified number of airstrikes targeting 13 Houthi military 
�R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�W���6�K�H�L�N�K���6�D�O�H�K���D�O���6�X�K�D�L�O�L�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���V�X�E�X�U�E�V���R�I���6�D�Q�D�D���&�L�W�\�����D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R��
local sources.[28] Houthi media reported that the air strikes killed at least four people and injured 25, 
�E�X�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���Q�D�P�H���W�K�H���F�D�V�X�D�O�W�L�H�V���>�����@���6�X�K�D�L�O�L�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���L�V���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W����
Hussein al Houthi, and is himself reportedly affiliated with the Houthis internal security apparatus and 
�W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶���V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���>�����@���6�X�K�D�L�O�L���K�D�V���D�O�V�R���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���K�R�V�W�H�G���I�R�U�P�H�U���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U��
to the Houthis and Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps Quds Force member Hassan Irloo in the same 
house when Irloo was ambassador between 2019 and 2021.[31] 

A Saudi news outlet reported that the Houthis arrested Houthi Security and Intelligence 
Services Deputy Chief Major General Abdulqader al Shami for leaking Houthi military 
�V�L�W�H�V�¶�� �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �F�L�W�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V���>�����@��Shami previously served in intelligence roles 
under President Ali Abdullah Saleh and continued to work under the Houthis after the Houthis took 
�R�Y�H�U���6�D�Q�D�D���L�Q�������������>�����@���6�K�D�P�L�¶�V���V�X�S�H�U�L�R�U�����$�E�G�X�O�K�D�N�L�P���D�O���.�K�D�\�Z�D�Q�L�����G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���W�U�X�V�W���6�K�D�P�L���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I��
�6�K�D�P�L�¶�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�Ftions to the pre-Houthi government, according to local media reports from 2022.[34] 
Shami presents an easy scapegoat for intelligence failures. Shami could have motivations for leaking 
information if he has been increasingly marginalized, though CTP-ISW has not observed reports 
suggesting that Shami leaked any possible military locations. 

US Ambassador to Yemen Steven Fagin met with PLC President Rashad al Alimi on April 8 in Riyadh 
to discuss US efforts to end the Houthi blockade and restore freedom of navigation.[35] This meeting 
is notable after unspecified regional diplomatic sources told CNN on April 6 that the Yemeni 
government is preparing a ground offensive against the Houthis with US and Saudi naval support to 
retake Hudaydah Port, though as US ambassador, Fagin regularly meets with Alimi.[36] 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan arrived in the United States on April 8 for an official 
visit and is set to meet US Secretary of State Marco Rubio on April 9.[37] Faisal will reportedly discuss 
developments with the Houthis and in the Gaza Strip, according to unspecified US government 
officials.[38] Saudi Defense Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman separately held a phone call on April 7 
�Z�L�W�K�� �'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�� �3�H�W�H�� �+�H�J�V�H�W�K�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �&�(�1�7�&�2�0�¶�V�� �D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H��
campaign targeting the Houthis.[39]  

Key Takeaways:  
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�x Iranian Nuclear Negotiations: �,�U�D�Q�� �D�J�U�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �³�K�L�J�K-�O�H�Y�H�O�´�� �W�D�O�N�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �L�Q��
Oman on April 12, but it is very unlikely to agree to some of the reported US demands. Iranian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi and US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff 
will le ad the negotiations. Iran may be conducting an information campaign to prepare to argue 
that it is already adhering to some US demands in the negotiations. 

�x Iran, Russia, and China Cooperation:  Iran continues to coordinate with China and Russia 
on nuclear issues ahead of talks with the United States, further illustrating the interaction 
between major US adversaries. 

�x Turkey and Israel in Syria:  Turkey and Israel have reportedly held talks to discuss opening 
a deconfliction line to avoid potential conflict over Israeli strikes in Syria, according to two 
unspecified Western officials. 

�x US Air Campaign in Yemen: US Central Command (CENTCOM) has targeted several mid-
ranking commanders responsible for the frontline in Hudaydah governorate, which could 
�L�P�S�D�F�W���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���R�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�D�F�W���W�R���P�D�M�R�U��
ground attacks. 

Syria  

Syrian transitional government forces killed a possible pro -Assad insurgent during an 
arrest attempt in Nahr al Bared, western Hama Province, on April 7.[40] Local residents 
alerted security forces that two armed men were present in Nahr al Bared, near Salhab.[41] Syrian 
media reported that the two men were affiliated with the Assad regime.[42] Security forces engaged the 
two insurgents while attempting to arre st them and killed one insurgent.[43] The other insurgent 
fled.[44]  

Sunni sectarian militia Saraya Ansar al Sunnah claimed that its members assassinated a 
Syrian man in an Alawite neighborhood of Homs City on April 7.[45] An Alawite anti -
government social media account said that a group of gunmen drove up and shot a Syrian man named 
Mahmoud Ismail outside of a barbershop in Wadi al Dahab, Homs City.[46] Wadi al Dahab is an 
Alawite neighborhood. The gunmen fled the scene before security forces deployed to the area.[47] 
Saraya Ansar al Sunnah claimed the assassination and justified it on the grounds Ismail was a 
�³�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���´���S�U�H�V�X�P�D�E�O�\���D���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���D���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���D�I�I�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���$�V�V�D�G���5�H�J�L�P�H���>�����@���6�D�U�D�\�D���$�Q�V�D�U��
al Sunnah is a Sunni militia that has made repeated sectarian statements that warned it would target 
Alawites for crimes committed under Assad and that the group would continue its attacks until the 
�$�O�D�Z�L�W�H�V���D�Q�G���6�K�L�D���Z�H�U�H���³�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G�´���R�U���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���>�����@ 

Syrian transitional government forces provided economic aid to residents in Harf al 
Benmira, Tartous Province, after a series of murders as part of a government program 
likely intended to rebuild trust with coastal communities. Photos posted on social media on 
April 7 showed members of Baniyas' General Security Services, including the director, handing out 
bundles of cash to residents in Harf al Benmira.[50] The effort is part of a Syrian Civil Peace Committee 
program that follow s a recent incident in which Syrian soldiers killed six men in the town on March 
31.[51] Syrian Transitional President Ahmed al Shara created the Syrian Civil Peace Committee after 
the spate of sectarian violence on the Syrian coast in early March.[52] The assistance program in Harf 
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al Benmira is consistent with official government attempts in Tartous to reconcile with local 
communities. The Tartous provincial government recently distributed a financial grant among 2,000 
families in Tartous that were impacted by insurgent attacks or government counter -insurgency 
tactics.[53] The Syrian government must rebuild trust within Alawite communities after numerous 
recent bouts of violence that have targeted Alawites. It is also important that the government address 
�W�K�H�� �$�O�D�Z�L�W�H�V�¶�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �J�U�L�H�Yances in order to confront the root causes of the pro-Assad insurgent 
campaign. Limited financial grants will not be enough to address these long-standing grievances, 
however. A Lebanese newspaper reported that the government in Tartous only provided $100 to each 
of the families impacted by the March 6 and 7 attacks.[54] 

Syrian transitional government forces killed a pro -Assad insurgent cell commander in 
Latakia City on April 8.[55] The General Security Service raided a building after identifying and 
locating Hassan Ibrahim, the leader of a local Assadist insurgent cell. Ibrahim and the members of his 
cell attempted to resist arrest, and general security forces killed them.[56] The cell previously killed two 
�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���I�R�U�F�H�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���J�U�H�Q�D�G�H�V���L�Q���/�D�W�D�N�L�D���&�L�W�\���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������>�����@���7�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���/�D�W�D�N�L�D�¶�V���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
Security forces said that Hassan has led other attacks targeting security forces.[58] 



6  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

 

The SDF and the Syrian transitional government continued to implement the March 10 
ceasefire agreement. [59] The SDF reportedly transferred an unspecified number of Syrian National 
Army (SNA) prisoners to the Syrian transitional government in Deir Hafer, Aleppo Province, on April 
8.[60] The SDF transferred the prisoners after a three-day delay, according to Syrian media reports.[61] 
Anti -SDF media reported that the SDF withdrew some of its forces from the Tishreen Dam on April 
8.[62] The SDF-transitional government ceasefire agreement calls for making the dam a demilitarized 
zone.[63] 
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Syrian Transitional President Ahmed al Shara chaired the first cabinet meeting of the 
new transitional government on April 7 and discussed efforts to consolidate power in 
areas not under full government control. [64] Shara outlined the transitional government's 
priorities in civil administration, economic development, foreign policy, and security during 
discussions with the 23 newly appointed ministers.[65] Shara emphasized the need to rebuild the new 
Syrian army by integrating Suwaydawi militias and the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) into 
the transitional government.[66] The transitional government continues to negotiate over how the SDF 
and Suwaydawi militias will integrate into the transitional governm ent and the degree of autonomy the 
SDF and Druze militias will retain in their respective territories.  

The lack of full integration of Suwaydawi militias and the SDF continues to prevent the transitional 
government from consolidating power in southern and northeastern Syria. The Syrian transitional 
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government signed an agreement with prominent Druze militias in early March 2025 to integrate 
Suwaydawi fighters under the interior ministry.[67] The transitional government has offered 
significant concessions to Suwaydawis, including the creation of a Suwaydawi-led provincial security 
force and salaries for Suwaydawi cadres that are four times higher than those under the Assad 
regime.[68] The transitional government has similarly signed a series of agreements with the SDF to 
redistribute territory in the A utonomous Administration of North and Eastern Syria (AANES), the de -
facto governing authority of northeastern Syria, and integrate SDF fighters into the Syrian defense 
ministry.[69] The SDF and the transitional government began implementing some provisions  of the 
agreement last week.[70] 

 

Iraq  
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Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  

Iranian -backed Iraqi militia Asaib Ahl al Haq (AAH) released an op -ed on April 8 that 
justified Iranian retaliation against US forces in Iraq.[71] AAH news outlet Al Ahad released 
a copy of an Iranian complaint filed against the Iraqi government in January 2025 protesting the Iraqi 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H�V���R�Q���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������,�U�D�Q���U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�G��
�L�W�V�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �³�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�´�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �L�Q�� �,�U�D�T�² referring to the United 
States�² that enable Israeli violations of Iraqi airspace. Al Ahad claimed that the United States has 
prevented Iraq from developing air defense capabilities that would enable it to exert control over its 
�D�L�U�V�S�D�F�H�����$�O���$�K�D�G���D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�T�L���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�¶���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�V�H���Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���³�I�R�U�F�H���,�U�D�Q���W�R���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H��
�L�W�V���O�H�J�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�´���W�R���D�W�W�D�F�N���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q���,�U�D�T�����7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�O�V�R���K�D�V���D���O�H�J�D�O���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���W�D�U�J�H�W���I�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q��
Iraq �² including AAH �² �W�K�D�W�� �Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�� �,�U�D�T�¶�V�� �V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�� �8�6�� �I�R�U�F�H�V���� �$�$�+�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q-
backed Iraqi groups have previously disputed this right in the past. This is consistent with CTP-ISW's 
assessment that Iran and its proxies are likely shaping an information operation directed at the 
West.[72]  �7�K�L�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���R�E�I�X�V�F�D�W�H���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���U�R�O�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���$�[�L�V���R�I�� �5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H��
�Z�K�L�O�H���D�O�V�R���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���D�Q���D�W�W�D�F�N���R�Q���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����7�K�H��
�7�U�X�P�S���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���V�H�H�N�V to combat malign Iranian activity and 
threats to US strategic interests in the region. This information campaign is designed to influence and 
inject uncertainty into US political and military decision -making processes within this maximum 
pressure campaign. 

Arabian Peninsula  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas 

�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen  

�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip  

US Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted at least 29 airstrikes targeting Houthi 
infrastructure and leadership in Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen on April 7.[73]  
CENTCOM conducted at least 9 airstrikes targeting three separate reported Houthi military bases in 
Marib Governorate on the eastern front of Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen.[74] CENTCOM also 
launched at least 11 airstrikes targeting two separate Houthi sites in Sanaa Governorate.[75] CENTCOM 
conducted at least two airstrikes on a Houthis weapons depot on Kamaran Island, Hudaydah 
Governorate, for a third consecutive day.[76] CENTCOM reportedly killed Houthi intelligence official 
Abdulnaser al Kamali in a targeted airstrike on a vehicle near a Houthi command and control center in 
southern al Jubah, Marib Governorate.[77]  
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The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 
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Unspecified Western security sources told Saudi and Lebanese media on April 8 that 
Hezbollah is using maritime routes to smuggle weapons into Lebanon.[78] A Western 
security source told Saudi media that the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force Units 
190 and 700 are supplying Hezbollah with weapons, equipment, and money through maritime 
routes.[79] Both Units 190 and 700 are involved in Irania n smuggling networks.[80] The source further 
�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���´�R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���I�U�H�H�O�\�´���L�Q���W�K�H���3�R�U�W���R�I���%�H�L�U�X�W���X�V�L�Q�J���L�W�V���K�X�P�D�Q���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���>�����@���/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H��
�P�H�G�L�D�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H�� �3�U�L�P�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�� �1�D�Z�D�I�� �6�D�O�D�P�� �D�V�N�H�G�� �´�U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�L�J�K�W�H�Q��
security proced�X�U�H�V�´�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �%�H�L�U�X�W�� �3�R�U�W���>�����@�� �7�K�H�� �/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �E�D�Q�Q�H�G�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �I�O�L�J�K�W�V�� �I�U�R�P��
landing in Beirut in February 2025, likely to curtail Hezbollah reconstitution efforts.[83]  

CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized our 
Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and Iranian 
efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, including t he Palestinian Territories. Given that Israel 
and its partners have destroyed Hamas' military organization and severed the group's ability to 
resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of communication with 
Hezbollah and Ham as through Syria.  

Iranian Decision -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy  

The Iranian rial appreciated from 1,057,000 rials to one US dollar on April 7 to 999,000 
rials to one US dollar on April 8.[84] This appreciation may be partially related to the US-Iran 
nuclear negotiations process. 

The IRGC Ground Forces Hamzeh Seyyed ol Shohada Operational Base announced on 
April 7 that Law Enforcement Command (LEC) forces foiled an ISIS -linked terror plot in 
Kurdistan Province in late March.[85] Alleged ISIS-trained foreign fighters reportedly planned 
suicide attacks during Nowruz. The IRGC reported that the LEC forces neutralized the fighters before 
the attack and seized their suicide vests, handguns, and grenades. 

Iran continues to expand and showcase long -range strike capabilities as part of its 
deterrence posture, likely to prepare for retaliation scenarios in the event of a potential 
Israeli or US attack.  The IRGC Aerospace Force has reportedly equipped Iranian drones with anti-
jamming systems, Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) receivers, and long-range antennas for 
image and data transmission.[86] IRGC-affiliated Tasnim News Agency claimed that the Lebanese 
Hezbollah used Iranian drones with these upgrades during the conflict with Israel in 2023 to evade 
tracking.[87] Iranian military media previously threatened to use upgraded Shahed -136 drones to 
strike Diego Garcia Island in retaliation for a po tential US attack.[88] The integration of the new anti -
jamming and communication systems could possibly enable deeper strikes and reconnaissance 
missions. 

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends 
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly based on regional events.  



12  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with 
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence o r 
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian 
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually 
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing 
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian regional  strategy.  
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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the 
Study of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-
sponsored activities that undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. CTP-
ISW publishes the Iran Update every weekday. 

Click here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D����
and here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���6�\�U�L�D���P�D�S���L�V��
updated daily alongside the static Syria maps in this report. CTP-ISW ended daily maps of 
Israeli ground operations in February 2025. 

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western 
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We 
utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes 
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports. 

Iran and the Axis of Resistance are continuing to conduct an information operation 
�W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���³�K�L�J�K-�O�H�Y�H�O�´���W�D�O�N�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O��
12. This campaign likely seeks to set conditions for Iran to argue during the negotiations that it is 
distancing itself from the Axis of Resistance, which is reportedly a US demand.[1] A senior 
Hezbollah official told Reuters on April 9 that Hezbollah is willing to discuss disarmament with 
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun.[2] Iranian media separately argued on April 9 that the United 
States must negotiate with Axis of Resistance groups directly because these groups operate 
���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�O�\���´�>���@���7�K�H�V�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z similar reports in recent days that claimed that Iran is 
reducing its support for the Houthis and Iranian-backed Iraqi militias.[4] This informational 
campaign is part of a long-running Iranian campaign that seeks to obfuscate Iranian support for 
its prox�L�H�V���D�Q�G���D�E�V�R�O�Y�H���,�U�D�Q���R�I���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���L�W�V���S�U�R�[�L�H�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� 
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Iran is continuing to support the Axis of Resistance despite its claims to English-language 
media that it is reducing support for its proxies and partners.[5] Iran has financially 
supported the military reconstitution of Lebanese Hezbollah since the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire 
went into effect in November 2024.[6] UK-based outlet The Times reported on April 9 that the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force sent advanced missiles to 
unspecified Iranian-backed Iraqi militias in early April 2025.[7] Iranian-backed Iraqi militia 
sources separately told Emirati media on April 9 that the militias disagree about whether to 
disarm.[8] This report refutes earlier statements made by members of Iranian-backed Iraqi 
militias to Western media on April 7 that the militias had agreed to disarm.[9] CTP-ISW 
continues to assess that Iran is unlikely to abandon its support for the Axis of Resistance as it 
�V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���D���N�H�\���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���O�R�Q�J-standing regional strategy and deterrence against the 
United States and Israel. 

Iran has continued to reject demands to fully dismantle its nuclear program. Some senior 
US and Israeli officials have recently called for the complete dismantlement of the Iranian 
nuclear program.[10] IRGC-affiliated media published an article on April 9 stating that Iran 
could agree to reduce its uranium enrichment but would "retain enrichment for non-weapons 
needs."[11] Iran currently has enough 60 percent enriched uranium, if enriched further, to 
produce six nuclear weapons.[12] Iranian Supreme Leader Adviser Ali Shamkhani stated on 
April 9 that Iran's network of nuclear facilities and technology is "stabilized, irreversible, and 
indestructible."[13] An unspecified Iranian official similarly told Western media that the Iranian 
nuclear program "cannot be dismantled."[14] 

Israeli media reported on April 9 that the United States set a 60-day deadline, starting on April 
12, for Iran to agree to a new nuclear deal.[15] Iran and the United States are expected to hold 
nuclear talks in Oman on April 12. Negotiations for the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) took around 20 months.[16] Israeli media reported on April 9 that Israel's 
demands include Iran dismantling its nuclear program, halting ballistic missile production, 
ceasing support for the Axis of Resistance, and agreeing to a "long-term" deal. Iran has explicitly 
rejected some of these demands, including the full dismantlement of its nuclear program.[17] 
Trump previously warned in late March 2025 that "there will be a bombing" if Iran does not 
agree to a new nuclear deal.[18] Senior Iranian officials have threatened to attack US bases and 
forces in the Middle East in response to a potential strike on Iran.[19] 

Iran reportedly recently delivered advanced missiles to Iranian-backed Iraqi militias, 
possibly in order to diversify its strike options in response to a potential US or Israeli strike 
on Iran. The Times reported on April 8 that Iran delivered an unspecified number of Arqab 
cruise missiles and Jamal 69 ballistic missiles to Iranian-backed Iraqi militias.[20] Arqab cruise 
missiles, also known as Paveh missiles, have a range of around 1,650 kilometers.[21] The 
Islamic Resistance in Iraq, which is a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias, frequently used 
Arqab missiles to attack Israel between May and November 2024.[22] Iran has reportedly 
supplied Iranian-backed Iraqi militias with Jamal 69 ballistic missiles, or Iranian Zolfaghar 
missiles, since 2018.[23] Iranian-backed Iraqi militias have increasingly threatened to target US 
forces in Iraq and Syria in recent days. Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada Secretary General Abu Alaa al 
Walai implied on April 2 that Iranian-backed Iraqi militias would respond to a US or Israeli 
strike on Iran.[24] The Popular Campaign to Expel the American Occupation threatened to target 
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the US Embassy in Baghdad if Iran is attacked.[25] These threats mirror Iranian efforts to 
discourage a US or Israeli strike on Iran by threatening attacks on the United States in Iraq. 

US Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted at least 10 airstrikes on April 8 targeting a 
Houthi military base on Mount Nuqum on the eastern outskirts of Sanaa City.[26] The 
strike reportedly injured Houthi President Mahdi al Mashat and a senior Houthi 
intelligence officer.[27] Mashat largely serves as a figurehead in the Houthi regime, while the 
head of the presidential office, Ahmed Hamed, exerts control and influences decision-making 
behind the scenes.[28] Hamed has close ties to Houthi Supreme Leader Abdulmalik al Houthi 
and fought alongside Abdulmalik in the early 2000s.[29] Abdulmalik appointed Hamed as head 
of the presidential office in January 2018.[30] 

CENTCOM has conducted at least 20 airstrikes targeting Houthi infrastructure and 
leadership in Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on April 
8.[31] The military base that CENTCOM struck on Mount Nuqum reportedly contains 
underground weapons depots and tunnel networks.[32] CENTCOM conducted at least four 
airstrikes in two separate sorties targeting communications sites. These sites likely support 
Houthi operations in Houthi territory as well as Houthi attacks in the Red Sea and against 
Israel.[33] CENTCOM targeted likely Houthi barracks in Amin Muqbil on the outskirts of 
Hudaydah City.[34] Airstrikes targeting communications sites and strategic points near Houthi-
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���S�R�U�W�V���Z�L�O�O���O�L�N�H�O�\���L�P�S�H�G�H���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶���O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���P�R�Y�H��
military supplies and coordinate operations.[35] 
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Internationally recognized Yemeni government officials argued on April 8 and 9 that a 
ground offensive, in addition to airstrikes, against the Houthis is the only way to eliminate 
the Houthi threat to international shipping.[36] These officials called for international support 
for a ground offensive. CENTCOM Commander General Erik Kurilla separately met with 
several US defense partners and allies in the Middle East between April 1 and 5 to discuss 
regional developments.[37] Kurilla held separate meetings with the Chief of Staff of the Yemeni 
Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Sagheer Ahmed Aziz, and the Chief of General Staff of the 
Saudi Arabian Armed Forces, General Fayyad bin Hamed al Ruwayli, in Riyadh between April 3 
and 5.[38] The officials likely discussed the CENTCOM airstrike campaign against the Houthis 
in Yemen and may have discussed cooperation with the Yemeni Armed Forces and Saudi 
Arabian Armed Forces to address the Houthi threat. 
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A Syrian businessman and former militia leader admitted on April 8 that he ordered his 
forces to fight the Syrian transitional government in coastal Syria in early March 2025.[39] 
Mohammed Jabar acknowledged in an interview with a UAE-based outlet that he coordinated 
the March 6 attacks against transitional government forces.[40] Jabar is the former leader of a 
pro-Assad militia called the Desert Falcons. Jabar fled to Russia in 2016 following 
disagreements with Bashar al Assad.[41] Tartous security forces previously said that Assadist 
insurgents received salaries from abroad and used foreign communications equipment.[42] 
�-�D�E�D�U�¶�V���D�G�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���,�U�D�Q�Lan-backed militias did not fund or 
oversee the Assadist insurgency in March. 

Jabar may have admitted his role in the insurgency to perpetuate Alawite sectarian 
narratives that the insurgency was an act of self-defense. Jabar echoed a sectarian 
justification for the Alawite insurgency, claiming that his forces rose up without preparation in 
self-defense after transitional government forces targeted Alawites across coastal Syria.[43] 
Jabar also expressed personal grievances against the Shara government for seizing his property 
�L�Q���/�D�W�D�N�L�D���>�����@���7�K�H���W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���S�U�R�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�V�X�U�J�H�Q�W�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���E�O�R�F�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�R�X�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���F�R�D�V�W�����V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q�V�X�U�J�H�Q�W�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���D�Q�G��
coordinated the att�D�F�N�V���L�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�����F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���W�R���-�D�E�D�U�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P�V���>�����@ 

Key Takeaways: 

�x Iranian Information Operation: Iran and the Axis of Resistance are continuing to 
�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���D�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���³�K�L�J�K-�O�H�Y�H�O�´���W�D�O�N�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
Iran and the United States on April 12. This campaign likely seeks to set conditions for 
Iran to argue during the negotiations that it is distancing itself from the Axis of 
Resistance, which is reportedly a US demand. Iran is continuing to support the Axis of 
Resistance despite its claims to English-language media that it is reducing support for its 
proxies and partners. 

�x Iranian Nuclear Program: Iran has continued to reject demands to fully dismantle its 
nuclear program. IRGC-affiliated media published an article on April 9 stating that Iran 
could agree to reduce its uranium enrichment but would "retain enrichment for non-
weapons needs." Israeli media reported on April 9 that Israel's demands include Iran 
dismantling its nuclear program, halting ballistic missile production, ceasing support for 
the Axis of Resistance, and agreeing to a "long-term" deal. 

�x CENTCOM Airstrikes in Yemen: US Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted at 
least 10 airstrikes on April 8 targeting a Houthi military base on Mount Nuqum on the 
eastern outskirts of Sanaa City. The strike reportedly injured Houthi President Mahdi al 
Mashat and a senior Houthi intelligence officer. 

�x Syrian Insurgency: A Syrian businessman and former militia leader admitted on April 8 
that he ordered his forces to fight the Syrian transitional government in coastal Syria in 
early March 2025. Jabar is the former leader of a pro-Assad militia called the Desert 
Falcons. Jabar fled to Russia in 2016 following disagreements with Bashar al Assad. 
Jabar may have admitted his role in the insurgency to perpetuate Alawite sectarian 
narratives that the insurgency was an act of self-defense. 
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Syria 

Alawite insurgents attacked transitional government forces at a checkpoint in Kasab, 
Latakia Province, on April 8.[46] Kasab is located near the Turkey-Syria border. The Syrian 
transitional government has established checkpoints across western Syria to improve security 
and limit insurgent freedom of movement. The fighters manning these checkpoints have killed 
civilians�² both in extrajudicial killings and accidentally�² on several occasions, which risks 
damaging the relationship between security forces and the local population and providing 
opportunities for insurgents to exploit.[47] 
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Transitional government forces seized over thirty 120mm mortar shells used by Alawite 
insurgents in a forested area of Beit Yashout, Latakia Province, on April 9.[48] Assadist 
insurgents fled to forested hills away from population centers during transitional government 
counterinsurgency operations in March, which suggests that the insurgents used the mortar shells 
during the early March insurgent campaign.[49] 

 

A Sunni sectarian militia expressed support for hardline Salafi-jihadi ideology similar to 
the ideology of al Qaeda and ISIS on April 9.[50] Saraya Ansar al Sunnah claimed that it 
killed nearly 20 non-Sunni individuals across three provinces in the last week.[51] This sectarian 
militia has fewer than a thousand followers on multiple Telegram channels, demonstrating that 
�W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S�¶�V���K�D�U�G�O�L�Q�H���L�G�Hology has not gained traction in the Syrian information space at this time. 
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Saraya Ansar al Sunnah has made repeated sectarian statements in recent weeks warning that it 
would target Alawites for crimes committed by the Assad regime and continue its attacks until 
�$�O�D�Z�L�W�H�V���D�Q�G���6�K�L�D�V���Z�H�U�H���³�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G�´���R�U���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���>�����@���6�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���X�V�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H��
accused transitional government forces of committing some of the attacks that Saraya al Sunnah 
has claimed that it committed..[53] Attacks by Sunni sectarian militias within close proximity to 
government forces risk further decreasing trust between Alawites and government forces. 

The Turkish foreign minister confirmed on April 9 that Turkey is open to holding talks 
with Israel to create a deconfliction line to avoid potential conflict over Israeli strikes in 
Syria.[54] The Turkish Defense Ministry denied on April 8 that it had held talks with Israel.[55] 
Middle East Eye reported on April 7 that talks between Turkey and Israel began after Israel 
struck Tiyas Airbase in Homs Province.[56] Israel struck Tiyas Airbase on March 21, March 24, 
and April 2.[57] An open line of communication between Turkey and Israel could possibly 
prevent a potential stand-off between the two countries, particularly one that may be triggered if 
Israel continues to strike Syrian bases and Turkey continues to develop plans to base its forces in 
Syria. 

A second group of US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) fighters withdrew from 
Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyeh neighborhoods in Aleppo City on April 9.[58] Nearly 500 
SDF fighters withdrew from the two historically Kurdish neighborhoods of Aleppo City to SDF-
controlled areas east of the Euphrates River.[59] Syrian media circulated videos on April 9 that 
showed a convoy of SDF vehicles withdrawing from Aleppo City.[60] Syrian transitional 
government forces supervised the withdrawal and deployed to the two neighborhoods to backfill 
the SDF.[61] Around 500 SDF fighters previously withdrew from Sheikh Maqsoud and 
Ashrafiyeh neighborhoods on April 4 after the �.�X�U�G�L�V�K���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�L�W�V�����<�3�*�����D�J�U�H�H�G��
to transfer control of the two neighborhoods to the Syrian transitional government.[62] The YPG 
is the military arm of the Democratic Union Party (PYD), which dominates the SDF. 
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Iraq  

Axis of Resistance objectives: 

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 
�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent 

The Iraqi Council of Ministers announced that the upcoming Iraqi parliamentary elections 
will take place on November 11, 2025.[63] An official from the Independent High Electoral 
Commission (IHEC), which is the Iraqi electoral commission, told Kurdish media on April 9 that 
the Council of Ministers set this date in coordination with IHEC.[64] Iraqi electoral law requires 
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parliamentary elections to occur at least 45 days before the end of the four-year legislative term, 
which corresponds to November 25, 2025.[65] 

The Iraqi federal government signed memorandums of understanding (MoUs) with two 
US-�E�D�V�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���,�U�D�T�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\���V�X�S�S�O�\��[66] The Iraqi federal 
government signed an MoU with GE Vernova for a 24,000-megawatt gas power plant. The 
government also signed an MOU with UGT Renewables to develop a 3,000-megawatt solar 
energy project and modernize electricity transmission networks. The Iraqi Chamber of 
Commerce separately signed an MoU with the US Chamber of Commerce to strengthen US-Iraqi 
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H�V�H���0�R�8�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�¶���U�H�Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���Z�D�L�Y�H�U���I�R�U���,�U�D�T���W�R��
import Iranian electricity on March 10 as part of the �8�6���³�P�D�[�L�P�X�P���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�´���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
Iran.[67] 

Arabian Peninsula 

Axis of Resistance objectives: 

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi-controlled areas 
�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen 
�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip 

The Houthis claimed that they conducted a drone attack on an unspecified Israeli military 
target in the Tel Aviv-Jaffa area on April 9.[68] The IDF has not commented on the attack at 
the time of this writing. 

The Houthis claimed that they conducted a drone attack targeting the USS Harry S. 
Truman aircraft carrier in the Red Sea on April 9.[69] CENTCOM has not commented on the 
attack at the time of this writing. 

The Houthis claimed on April 9 that they shot down a US MQ-9 Reaper drone over al Jawf 
Governorate in Yemen.[70] CTP-ISW cannot verify this claim. 

US State Department Spokesperson Tammy Bruce reiterated on April 9 that the United 
�6�W�D�W�H�V���Z�L�O�O���³�Q�R�W���W�R�O�H�U�D�W�H�´���D�Q�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���R�U���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���H�Q�W�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V���>�����@��
Bruce noted that offloading ships at Houthi-controlled ports or providing oil to the Houthis risks 
violating US law. 

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon 

Axis of Resistance objectives: 

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing 
operations in the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 
�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 
�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 
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CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized 
our Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and 
Iranian efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, including the Palestinian Territories. 
Given that Israel and its partners have destroyed Hamas' military organization and severed the 
group's ability to resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of 
communication with Hezbollah and Hamas through Syria.  

Iranian Decision-Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy 

The United States sanctioned five Iranian entities and one individual on April 9 for 
supporting the Iranian nuclear program.[72] The sanctions targeted entities and individuals 
that support the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) and its subordinate, the Iran 
Centrifuge Technology Company (TESA). US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent stated that the 
US Treasury will continue to use all available tools to prevent Iran from advancing its nuclear 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�Q�G���³�E�U�R�D�G�H�U���G�H�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���´�>�����@ 

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and 
trends that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats 
Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) 
provides these updates regularly based on regional events. 

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V��
cultivated in the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This 
transnational coalition is comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to 
secure their collective interests. Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its 
leader. Iran furnishes these groups with varying levels of financial, military, and political 
support in exchange for some degree of influence or control over their actions. Some are 
traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian direction, while others are partners over 
which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the Axis of Resistance are united by their 
grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually expelling American influence 
from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing these objectives and 
supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of Iranian regional 
strategy. 
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A Senior Iranian official threatened to reduce cooperation with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) if external threats against Iran continue. Iranian Supreme Leader 
Adviser Ali Shamkhani stated on April 10 that Iran could expel IAEA inspectors, halt cooperation with 
�W�K�H���D�J�H�Q�F�\�����R�U���P�R�Y�H���H�Q�U�L�F�K�H�G���X�U�D�Q�L�X�P���W�R���³�V�D�I�H���D�Q�G���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´���L�I���H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���D�Q�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
pressure continue.[1] Iran has already restricted IAEA oversight, including withdrawing the 
designation of several inspectors in September 2023 and barring other top inspectors in November 
�����������>���@���6�K�D�P�N�K�D�Q�L�¶�V�� �U�H�P�D�U�N�V�� �P�D�\�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\�� �D�L�P�� �W�R�� �G�H�W�H�U�� �D�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �8�6�� �R�U�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �V�W�U�L�N�H�� �R�Q�� �,�U�D�Q�Lan 
nuclear facilities and may also seek to instill urgency among Western officials for renewed negotiations. 

China increased its Iranian oil imports by at least 80 percent in March compared to 
February.[3] This undermines the US "maximum pressure" campaign, which seeks to 
drive Iranian oil exports to zero, and illustrates cooperation between two major US 
adversar ies.  Reuters reported on April 10 that China's imports of Iranian oil increased significantly 
in March amid concerns that new US sanctions could further restrict the Iranian oil supply, citing 
unspecified traders and analysts.[4] Estimates show that Iran shipp ed between 1.3 to 1.8 million barrels 
per day to China in March. Most of these exports are transferred off the coast of Malaysia and Singapore 
and reflagged as Malaysian. China remains the largest importer of Iranian oil, buying 90 percent of 
Iran's total oil exports. China's Iranian oil imports help Iran circumvent US sanctions. Iran, China, and 
Russia issued a joint statement in mid-March condemning the US "maximum pressure" strategy vis-a-
vis Iran.[5] Chinese officials have echoed this statement since.[6] 

US Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted at least 9 airstrikes targeting Houthi 
infrastructure and leadership in Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen since April 9.[7]  
CENTCOM conducted at least three airstrikes targeting Houthi underground facilities and weapons 
depots in Mount Nuqum, which is on the eastern outskirts of Sanaa City, for the second consecutive 
day.[8] CENTCOM conducted at least five airstrikes targeting two other Houthi weapons depots around 
Sanaa City.[9] CENTCOM targeted Houthi barracks and weapons depots on Kamaran Island, 
�+�X�G�D�\�G�D�K���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�D�W�H�����I�R�U���W�K�H���H�L�J�K�W�K���W�L�P�H���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���R�I���&�(�1�7�&�2�0�¶�V���D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K��
15.[10] 

One airstrike may have killed a relatively more high -value Houthi leader in central Sanaa 
City on April 9. A Yemeni journalist reported that a CENTCOM airstrike on April 9 targeted a car at 
the roundabout between al Saleh Mosque and the gate of the Presidential Palace in al Sabeen Dstrict, 
central Sanaa City, and killed three likely Houthi fighters.[11] Armed H outhi fighters surrounded the 
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destroyed vehicle, preventing Sanaa residents from identifying the dead or approaching the vehicle 
until April 10. Airstrikes targeting vehicles, especially in sensitive areas like the middle of a major 
population center, usually intend to eliminate senior  enemy commanders rather than ordinary foot 
soldiers or low-level commanders. 

 

�8�6���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���6�W�D�W�H���0�D�U�F�R���5�X�E�L�R���V�W�D�W�H�G���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������W�K�D�W���K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���³�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�W�K�U�H�D�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �+�R�X�W�K�L�V���´�� �L�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �*�D�]�D�� �6�W�U�L�S�� �D�Q�G�� �6�\�U�L�D���� �Z�L�W�K��
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan in Washington, DC.[12] Farhan also met 
with US National Security Advisor Mike Waltz on April 9.[13] US Ambassador to Yemen Steven Fagin 
�V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�O�\���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���W�K�H���<�H�P�H�Q�L���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����3�/�&�����F�D�Q���S�O�D�\���³�L�Q���U�H�V�W�R�U�L�Q�J��
�S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\���W�R���<�H�P�H�Q���´���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���³�8�6���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���H�Q�G���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L���W�K�U�H�D�W���W�R���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H��
�Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���´���Z�L�W�K���3�/�&���9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���7�D�U�H�T���6�D�O�H�K���>�����@���7�K�H�V�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z���&�(�1�7�&�2�0���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U��
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�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���(�U�L�N���.�X�U�L�O�O�D�¶�V���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �0�L�G�G�O�H���(�D�V�W���W�R�X�U���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���$�S�U�L�O������ �D�Q�G�������� �>�����@���.�X�U�L�O�O�D���P�H�W��
with the Chief of Staff of the Yemeni Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Sagheer Ahmed Aziz, and the 
Chief of General Staff of the Saudi Arabian Armed Forces, General Fayyad bin Hamed al Ruwayli, in 
Riyadh between April 3 and 5.[16] 

CENTCOM announced the arrival of the USS Carl Vinson  carrier strike group in 
�&�(�1�7�&�2�0�¶�V���D�U�H�D���R�I���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������>�����@��CENTCOM published footage of the Vinson 
working alongside the USS Harry S. Truman  carrier strike group in the Red Sea. CENTCOM has been 
launching airstrikes targeting Houthi sites in Yemen from the Truman  since March 15.[18] 

Syrian Kurds and Druze communities and political factions have signaled concern over 
the trajectory of the transitional government. Autonomous Administration of North East Syria 
(AANES) official Badran Jia Kurd told Reuters on April 10 that Kurdish political parties have agreed on 
�D���³�F�R�P�P�R�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�´���I�R�U���Q�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���6�\�U�L�D�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�����O�R�F�D�O���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��
the region, executive bodies to manage the region's affairs, and internal security forces affiliated with 
�W�K�H�P���´�>�����@�� �7�K�H�V�H�� �´�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�´�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �8�Q�L�R�Q�� �3�D�U�W�\�� ���3�<�'���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �.�X�U�G�L�V�K��
National Council (KNC), and these unified demands have emerged from recent talks between the two 
parties.[20] Both parties are longtime rivals, making their unity against the transitional government 
�Q�R�W�D�E�O�H���� �-�L�D�� �.�X�U�G�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q���V�W�D�W�H�� �P�X�V�W�� �S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�� �H�D�F�K�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �³�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�L�W�L�H�V�´�� �E�\�� �H�Q�V�K�U�L�Q�L�Q�J��
these "fed�H�U�D�O���� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���´�>�����@�� �.�1�&�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�� �6�X�O�H�L�P�D�Q�� �2�V�R�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H��
�M�R�L�Q�W���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�¶���³�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�´���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���$�S�U�L�O���>�����@���7�K�H���'�U�X�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����Z�K�L�F�K��
is predominantly located in southwestern Syria and remains fract ured into several distinct armed 
factions in political groups, holds similar reservations about joining the transitional government. Major 
Druze leaders, including Sheikh Hikmat al Hijri and the spokesperson for the Men of Dignity 
Movement, have expressed �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �³�Q�R�� �F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V�´�� �Z�L�W�K���'�D�P�D�V�F�X�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �D�G�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\�� �K�D�Y�H��
significant reservations about the transitional government. Both the Kurds and the Druze community 
have inked some agreements with the transitional government. But the demands by the Kurds and the 
statements from the Druze community reflect deeply held fears over the trajectory of the transitional 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�I�W�H�U���6�\�U�L�D�Q���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���$�K�P�H�G���D�O���6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���O�R�\�D�O�L�V�W�V���U�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O��
over all key Syrian ministries in the t ransitional cabinet formed on March 29.[23] The Syrian 
transitional government has consistently rejected any decentralization or federalization of the 
country.[24]  
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Key Takeaways:  

�x Iran Nuclear Talks: A Senior Iranian official threatened to reduce cooperation with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) if external threats against Iran continue, which may 
�V�H�H�N�� �W�R�� �L�Q�V�W�L�O�O�� �X�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �G�H�W�H�U�U�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�W�U�L�N�H�� �R�Q�� �,�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �Q�X�F�O�H�Dr 
facilities.  

�x Maximum Pressure: China increased its Iranian oil imports by at least 80 percent in March 
compared to February. This undermines the US "maximum pressure" campaign, which seeks to 
drive Iranian oil exports to zero, and illustrates cooperation between two major US adversaries. 
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�x US Air Campaign in Yemen: CENTCOM has conducted nine airstrikes in Yemen since April 
9. One strike may have killed Houthi commanders. The USS Carl Vinson carrier strike group 
also arrived in the CENTCOM area of responsibility. 

�x US Diplomacy in the Middle East: The US secretary of state discussed Yemen and 
�³�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �+�R�X�W�K�L���W�K�U�H�D�W���´�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �L�V�V�X�H�V���� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �6�D�X�G�L�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���� �&�1�1��
previously reported that regional diplomatic efforts were under way for a Yemeni government 
ground offensive in Yemen. 

�x Syrian Centralization: Syrian Kurds and Druze communities and political factions have 
signaled concern over the trajectory of the transitional government. Both the Kurds and the 
Druze community have inked some agreements with the transitional government, but recent 
demands by the Kurds and statements from the Druze community reflect deeply held fears over 
the trajectory of the transitional government.  

Syria  

The failure of the Syrian transitional government to prevent targeted killings of Alawite 
civilians risks deepening sectarian divides and enables Alawite insurgents to exploit 
grievances. Armed men, reportedly wearing Syrian military uniforms, abducted and killed four 
Alawite civilians in the Karm al Zeitoun neighborhood of Homs City on April 9.[25] Such killings instill 
fear and grievances within the Alawite community, which discourages cooperation with the transitional 
government. Alawite insurgents can further exploit this growing discontent among the Alawites to 
position themselves as defenders of the local population and justify their attacks on the transitional 
government. The transiti onal government's limited responses�² arresting low-level militiamen and 
offering economic compensation�² have so far failed to prevent further sectarian violence.[26] The 
Syrian transitional government risks losing the trust of Alawite communities and fueling  future unrest 
without transparent judicial proceedings and broader preventative measures.  

Vigilantes killed a former mayor in Aleppo City on April 9.[27] A Syrian source identified 
him as an Assad regime informant, suggesting the attack was a revenge killing.[28] This 
attack follows a pattern of localized and grievance-based attacks targeting former regime remnants in 
Syria.[29] These repeated acts of vigilante justice highlight the need for transparent transitional justice. 
Vigilante justice can also contribute to  a climate of fear among those being targeted. 
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The Syrian transitional government continued to provide economic aid to families in 
coastal Syria, likely to rebuild trust with families affected by the insurgency.[30]  Syrian 
government officials distributed money to nearly 1,200 families in rural Latakia Province on April 10, 
expanding an aid initiative that began in Tartous Province in late March.[31] This assistance program 
aims to support families that were impacted  by insurgent attacks or government counter-attacks.[32] 
These limited grants�² reportedly as low as $100 per family�² will probably help some families but fall 
short of addressing the more serious concerns and fears they have about insecurity amid repeated 
sectarian and revenge-based attacks.[33] 

�7�X�U�N�H�\�� �D�Q�G�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �K�H�O�G�� �³�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O�´�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ������ �U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �D�� �G�H�F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�L�R�Q��
mechanism in Syria.[34]  Turkey and Israel began talks to establish a deconfliction zone following 
Israeli strikes on Tiyas Airbase in Homs Province, where Turkey reportedly plans to establish an 
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airbase.[35] Turkish and Israeli officials held their first official meeting in Azerbaijan on April 9 to 
establish a deconfliction mechanism.[36] Israel and Russia also used a deconfliction mechanism in 
Syria to enable Israeli airstrikes on Iranian and Ira nian-backed targets, and Israel and Turkey may seek 
to come to a similar arrangement.[37] An open line of communication between Turkey and Israel could 
possibly prevent a potential stand-off between the two parties, which both have interests in Syria. 

The Syrian Defense Ministry (MoD) plans to replace a local commander from Salamiyah, 
southeastern Hama Province, with Suleiman Shah Brigades commander Abu 
Amsha.[38] Salamiyah is an Ismaili-majority town that has shared a cooperative relationship with 
HTS-led elements within the transitional government since December 2024.[39] Salamiyah -native and 
former FSA commander Fadi Zouda has led security forces in Salamiyah since December 2024.[40] 
Two Syria-focused analysts reported on April 9 that the Syrian MoD plans to transfer Zouda to the 
�³�V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H�� �D�U�H�D�´�� �R�I�� �0�D�V�\�D�I���� �V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �+�D�P�D���>�����@�� �0�D�V�\�D�I�¶�V�� �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�O�D�Z�L�W�H-
majority coastal mountains makes securin�J�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�Z�Q�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��
counterinsurgency efforts, particularly given the pro -regime insurgent presence in Masyaf and the 
surrounding area.[42] Masyaf also hosted major Hezbollah and Assad Regime facilities prior to 
December 2024. 

�6�D�O�D�P�L�\�D�K�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\�� �D�O�D�U�P�H�G�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �0�R�'�¶�V�� �S�O�D�Q�V�� �W�R�� �E�D�F�N�I�L�O�O�� �O�R�F�D�O��
commander Fadi Zouda with Abu Amsha and his men, which demonstrates some of the 
�G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�L�H�V�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �U�H�O�L�D�Q�F�H�� �R�Q�� �L�Q�F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�W���� �W�K�X�J�J�L�V�K��
commanders. �>�����@���$�E�X���$�P�V�K�D���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���O�H�D�G�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���6�\�U�L�D�Q���D�U�P�\�¶�V�������Q�G���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���W�K�H���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q��
appears to be entirely comprised of Suleiman Shah Brigades fighters.[44] The US Treasury Department 
has sanctioned both Abu Amsha and the Suleiman Shah Brigade for human rights abuses against Kurds, 
and the militia was reportedly responsible for sectarian massacres on the Syrian coast in early 
�0�D�U�F�K���>�����@�� �6�D�O�D�P�L�\�D�K�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\�� �³�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H�G�´�� �W�R�� �N�H�H�S�� �=�R�X�G�D�� �L�Q�� �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H��
�W�R�Z�Q���>�����@���6�D�O�D�P�L�\�D�K�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���D�U�H���H�V�S�Hcially notable because the town has been very supportive of the 
new government, and their backlash demonstrates the low regard many Syrians hold for some senior 
Syrian militia commanders.  

Iraq  

Axis of Resistance Objectives:  

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  

Iraqi news released additional information regarding the proposed Popular 
Mobilization Forces (PMF) Law. [47] The PMF is an Iraqi state security service composed of a 
plethora of militias, some of which are Iranian -backed Iraqi militias who nominally report to the Prime 
Minister but, in reality, report to the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds For ce.[48] 
Independent Iraqi news outlet al Mada reported on April 9 that under the proposed law, Iranian -backed 
armed factions that report to brigades under the PMF would be integrated into the PMF.[49] These 
armed factions have been used to obfuscate the role that Iranian -backed brigades within the PMF play 
in threats against US forces in Iraq and Syria.[50] The law would require PMF brigades to only carry 
out orders as directed by the prime ministers, as already required under Iraqi law, and refrain from 
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attacks on US interests or other unspecified targets outside of Iraq.[51] The PMF Law would also 
�³�P�H�U�J�H�´���W�K�H���3�0�)���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���,�U�D�T�L���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���)�R�U�F�H�V�����,�6�)�����>�����@���,�W���L�V���X�Q�F�O�H�D�U���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�V�H���3�0�)���X�Q�L�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G��
be reflagged or distributed across existing ISF units. 

The Turkish Armed Forces killed 18 fighters in northern Iraq and Syria over the past two 
weeks.[53] �7�X�U�N�L�V�K�� �$�U�P�H�G�� �)�R�U�F�H�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �F�D�S�W�X�U�H�G�� �R�Q�H�� �.�X�U�G�L�V�W�D�Q�� �:�R�U�N�H�U�V�¶�� �3�D�U�W�\�� ���3�.�.���� �I�L�J�K�W�H�U�� �L�Q��
�W�K�H�D�U�H�D���� �7�X�U�N�H�\�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�V�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �6�\�U�L�D�� �D�V�� �³�3�.�.���´�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�F�H�V��
under the SDF.[54] Kurdish media reported on April 10 that Turkish forces  shelled PKK positions near 
Zibari District, Duhok Province, Iraqi Kurdistan.[55]  

Arabian Peninsula  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas 

�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen  

�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip  

See topline section.  

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

Nothing significant to report.  

CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized our 
Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and Iranian 
efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, including t he Palestinian Territories. Given that Israel 
and its partners have destroyed Hamas's military organization and severed the group's ability to 
resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of communication with 
Hezbollah and Ha mas through Syria.  

Iranian Decision -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy  

The Iranian rial depreciated from 999,000 rials to one US dollar on April 9 to 1,009,500 
rials to one US dollar on April 10.[56]  

Iran and Belarus continued to develop their strategic relationship.  Iran and Belarus signed 
a memorandum of understanding (MOU) on April 10 to expand bilateral trade along the International 



9  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

North -South Transport Corridor (INSTC).[57] This MOU comes after Iran and Belarus signed a defense 
MOU in early March to expand defense industrial cooperation.[58]  

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends 
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly based on regional events.  

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with 
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence o r 
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian 
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually 
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing 
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian regional  strategy.  
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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study 
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored 
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests. CTP-ISW publishes 
the Iran Update every weekday.   

Click here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D���D�Q�G��here 
�W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���6�\�U�L�D���P�D�S���L�V���X�S�G�D�W�H�G���G�D�L�O�\��
alongside the static Syria maps in this report. CTP -ISW ended daily maps of Israeli ground operations 
in February 2025.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

  

Iran will likely attempt to use nuclear negotiations with the United States to delay a 
potential strike on its nuclear facilities and the imposition of snapback sanctions. Axios 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���P�D�\���S�U�R�S�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���I�L�U�V�W���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H���D�Q���³�L�Q�W�H�U�L�P��
�G�H�D�O�´���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���D���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���>���@���,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�����������W�K�H��
United States, the United Kingdom, China, France, Russia, and Germany) reached an interim deal in 
�����������W�K�D�W���I�U�R�]�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�O�L�H�I���S�U�L�R�U���W�R��
further negotiations that led to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2015.[2] US 
President Donald Trump reportedly set a 60-day deadline to reach a new nuclear agreement, which will 
�E�H�J�L�Q���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������>���@���7�U�X�P�S���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�K�D�W���µ�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�¶���L�I���,�U�D�Q���G�R�H�V��
not agree to a new nuclear deal.[4] 

Iran may calculate that an interim deal with the United States could delay or prevent the imposition of 
snapback sanctions by European JCPOA signatories. The E3 (France, Germany, and the United 
Kingdom) threatened to impose snapback sanctions on Iran in June 2025 if a new nuclear deal was not 
�U�H�D�F�K�H�G���>���@���7�K�H���-�X�Q�H���V�Q�D�S�E�D�F�N���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�V���Z�L�W�K���7�U�X�P�S�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G������-day deadline for reaching 
a new nuclear deal.[6] Snapback sanctions are a mechanism established by the JCPOA that allows 
current signatories to �U�H�L�P�S�R�V�H���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���,�U�D�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�L�U�W�\���G�D�\�V���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���R�I���³�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���Q�R�Q-
�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �E�\�� �,�U�D�Q�� �R�I�� �-�&�3�2�$�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V���´�>���@�� �7�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W�� �X�Q�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�O�\�� �W�U�L�J�J�H�U��
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snapback sanctions as it withdrew from the JCPOA in 2018.[8] The snapback sanction mechanism is 
set to expire in October 2025.[9]  

Senior Iranian officials persuaded Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei to approve 
�Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������������W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���E�H�L�Q�J���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���I�L�J�K�W���D���³�W�Z�R-
�I�U�R�Q�W�� �Z�D�U�´�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���>�����@��The New York Times 
reported on April 11 that Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, Judiciary Chief Gholam Hossein 
Mohseni Ejei, and Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf met with Khamenei in March to 
convince Khamenei to change his position on negotiations, citing two unspecified senior Iranian 
officials familiar with the meeting.[11] Khamenei repeatedly and explicitly rejected negotiations with 
the United States in February and March 2025.[12] Pezeshkian, Ejei, and Ghalibaf reportedly warned 
Khamenei that rejecting negotiations may trigger a strike on Iranian nuclear facilities that could 
�H�V�F�D�O�D�W�H���L�Q�W�R���D���´�W�Z�R-�I�U�R�Q�W���Z�D�U���´���Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\���F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�G���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L���W�R���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
with the United States in late March.[13] The three stressed that a two-front war could worsen Iran's 
economy and stoke internal unrest, which may pose a threat to regime stability. The Iranian rial hit a 
record low�² at that time �² after Khamenei categorically rejected negotiations with the United States for 
the first time on February 7.[14] Khamenei reportedly ultimately agreed to a two -step process that starts 
with indirect talks and potentially moves to direct talks.[15] Khamenei laid out conditions for 
negotiations, stating that Iran was willing to negotiate on its nuclear program, incl uding its uranium 
enrichment, but Iran's missile program was off -limits. Khamenei also appointed his close advisors, 
Kamal Kharazi, Ali Larijani, and Mohammad Forouzandeh, to manage negotiations with the United 
States along with the Iranian foreign ministr y, according to four unspecified Iranian officials speaking 
to The New York Times. 

Khamenei agreed to these negotiations as a means to preserve regime stability rather 
than solely a desire to improve his economy. Khamenei reportedly only decided to approve 
negotiations after he was convinced that a failure to accept negotiations could lead to a war that, in 
�F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �S�R�R�U�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�P�H�¶�V�� �V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� The 
negotiations buy Khamenei more time to address regime stability, even if negotiations ultimately fail 
and the United States or Israel strike Iran.  

IRGC -affiliated Tasnim News Agency reported on April 11 that Omani Foreign Minister 
Badr bin Hamad al Busaidi will mediate indirect talks between Iran and the United States 
in Oman on April 12. [16] Tasnim reported that Iran will emphasize its red lines �² no threats, no 
excessive demands, and no discussion of its defense sector�² and signal readiness for "continued 
negotiations" if the United States acts in good faith. US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff 
told The Wall Street Journal  �R�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������W�K�D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�¶�����U�H�G���O�L�Q�H�����L�V���W�R���V�W�R�S���,�U�D�Q���I�U�R�P���R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
a nuclear weapon.[17] Unnamed sources told Tasnim that Iran remains open to confidence-building 
steps "if sanctions are lifted" but warned that the United States will be responsible if talks collapse.[18] 
Iranian ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali separately stated on April 11 that the meeting in Oman will 
�O�L�N�H�O�\���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���³�G�H�I�L�Q�L�Q�J���D���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�´���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���P�D�\�� �D�L�P���W�R���G�U�D�Z��
negotiations out over mul tiple sessions.[19] Iran's messaging may indicate that Iran will try to limit the 
scope of the talks strictly to the nuclear issue while preemptively blaming the United States for any 
failure.  
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Saudi outlet Asharq al Awsat  reported on April 10 that Iranian Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei told Iranian -backed Iraqi militias in late 2024 to prepare to defend 
�X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�� �L�I�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �³�I�D�O�W�H�U���´�>�����@��Iran 
remains concerned that the United States or Israel would strike Iran if Iran -US negotiations fail. 
Iranian -backed Iraqi militias have recently threatened to target US forces in response to attacks on 
Iran.[21]   

�,�U�D�Q���D�O�V�R���G�H�S�O�R�\�H�G���D���³�V�P�D�O�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���W�H�D�P�´���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���,�U�D�T�L���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���D�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G����
illustrating the degree of coordination between Iran and its proxies and partners in Iraq. 
Asharq al Awsat  reported that Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Quds Force Brigadier 
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �(�V�P�D�L�O�� �*�K�D�D�Q�L�� �D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �D�� �³�V�P�D�O�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���W�H�D�P�´�� �W�R�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W���W�D�U�J�H�W�� �8�6��
forces in Iraq and Syria, per previous Iranian direction.[22] Ghaani previously ordered the militias to 
halt attacks targeting US forces in early January 2024 after a militia attack killed 3 US soldiers in 
northeastern Jordan.[23] Iranian -backed Iraqi militias conducted sporadic attacks targeting US forces 
�D�I�W�H�U�� �*�K�D�D�Q�L�¶�V�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�G �Q�R�W�� �F�O�D�L�P�� �D�Q�� �R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J�� �P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�V���>�����@�� �*�K�D�D�Q�L�¶�V��
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���H�[�H�U�W���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Y�H�U��
members of its Axis of Resistance. 

An armed group in Daraa Province has only nominally integrated into government 
security forces and continues to pursue its parochial interests, which demonstrates the 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���'�D�P�D�V�F�X�V���I�D�F�H�V���D�V���L�W���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���H�[�H�U�W���L�W�V���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Y�H�U���6�\�U�L�D�¶�V���D�U�P�Hd 
groups. �7�K�H�� �(�L�J�K�W�K�� �%�U�L�J�D�G�H�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�V�� �D�� �³�G�H�J�U�H�H�� �R�I��
�D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\�´���R�Y�H�U���V�R�P�H���R�I���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���'�D�U�D�D�����V�X�F�K���D�V���%�X�V�U�D���D�O���6�K�D�P�����H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���K�D�V���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�O�O�\���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G��
its fighters into government forces since February 2024.[25] The Ei ghth Brigade is a Daraa-based 
faction led by Ahmed al Awda that is comprised of former opposition fighters who reconciled with the 
Assad regime.[26] Awda is an experienced militia commander from Busra al Sham, Daraa Province, 
and initially fought against t he regime from the start of the civil war until he reconciled with the 
regime.[27]  

The government appears to have permitted the Eighth Brigade to reflag itself as the General Security 
Services (GSS), which enabled the Eighth Brigade to continue to dominate certain areas. All GSS 
members in Busra al Sham are former Eighth Brigade members.[28] The GSS is a gendarmerie. It is 
not clear if the government intentionally allowed the Eighth Brigade to reflag some of its elements to 
�V�H�F�X�U�H���$�Z�G�D�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����(�L�J�K�W�K���%�U�L�J�D�G�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���%�X�V�U�D���D�O���6�K�D�P���*�6�6���V�K�R�W���6�\�U�L�D�Q���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���R�I��
Defense (MoD) official Bilal al Droubi on April 10.[29] Droubi is a former Eighth Brigade member 
whose recent recruitment of Eighth Brigade fighters into the MoD reportedly angered the group, which 
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���L�W�V���S�D�U�R�F�K�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���>�����@���7�Ke GSS is not part of the MoD. 
Several MoD and GSS convoys deployed from Damascus to the eastern Daraa countryside on April 
11.[31] An Eighth Brigade militiaman in the GSS told Syrian media that the Eighth Brigade had gathered 
forces within the city and pre pared to defend the city against government forces.[32] The government 
negotiated the surrender of the four Eighth Brigade members involved in the attack on Droubi and 
called on Eighth Brigade members to surrender their weapons in several nearby towns.[33] That the 
Eighth Brigade directly challenged the government demonstrates that it continues to value its parochial 
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� 
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The government has not contained this command-and-control issue because it has failed to exert its 
control over Awda. Awda's significant influence among eastern Daraa-based security forces 
�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V���'�D�P�D�V�F�X�V�¶�V���Z�H�D�N���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G-and-control in the area and suggests that the government 
may face similar command-and-control issues across Syria. Awda has not publicly pledged support for 
�W�K�H���(�L�J�K�W�K���%�U�L�J�D�G�H�¶�V���G�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�R�X�J�K���$�Z�G�D�¶�V���V�X�E�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�V���K�D�Y�H��
negotiated with government officials to set up integration processes.[34] The integration of these 
groups will be irrelevant unless they answer to the formal chain of command. Awda did not surrender 
to authorities on April 11.[35] Shara will continue to face challenges from armed groups and local 
�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���D�O�P�R�V�W���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���U�H�V�L�V�W���6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���V�X�E�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���W�K�H�P��
to a national army or police force like the GSS.  

This incident and other reports also demonstrate the mixed reliability of the GSS.  The 
GSS appears to recruit from local fighters�² thereby reflagging local militias as GSS�² as well as 
unaffiliated individuals and directly from the more disciplined HTS outfits.[36] The GSS in Busra al 
Sham was not beholden to any command authority, but an Alawite resident of Homs said the 
professional GSS units in Homs City successfully prevented massacres of the Alawite population during 
the coastal massacres in early March.[37] The fact that the government decided to deploy GSS units 
from Damascus to Busr�D���D�O���6�K�D�P���D�O�V�R���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���*�6�6�¶�V���U�H�O�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�V���Q�R�W���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�� 
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President Ahmed al Shara extended the mandate of a commission to investigate violence 
on the Syrian coast by three more months.[38] The commission spokesperson, Yasser al 
Farhan, reported on April 7 that the commission has not completed its investigations within the initial 
one-month timeframe due to procedural delays and would not release its findings until it completed a 
full legal and evidentiary review.[39] Farhan said the large scope of the investigation is the primary 
cause of the delay.[40] Shara established the commission in late March to investigate crimes that 
government forces committed during the pro -Assad Alawite insurgent uprising in early March in 
coastal Syria.[41]   

�7�K�H�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�H�� �W�K�H��
perpetrators of the violence, regardless of their sect. The commission can present its findings to the 
government, but it cannot prosecute perpetrators. The gover�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���D�Q�G���I�D�L�U�O�\��
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prosecute all perpetrators of sectarian violence will create an opportunity for the government to curtail 
the root causes of the burgeoning insurgency in western Syria. 

The commission has reported that unspecified groups are intimidating Western Syria residents. This 
intimidation indicates that either insurgents retain significant influence in the countryside or the Sunni 
groups responsible for sectarian violence have continued to intimidate civilians. Farhan noted that 
several unspecified groups intimidated families to prevent them from cooperating with the 
investigators.[42] Intimidation by government -affiliated groups involved in sectarian violence and 
revenge killings against Alawites will erode public trust in the commission and risk discrediting its 
findings as partial or compromised. Attempts by insurgents to obstruct the investigation also reveal 
that Assadist factions continue to wield considerable influence in coastal Syria, particularly within 
Alawite communities. The committee must prevent these groups from intimidating families in order to 
�D�Y�R�L�G���R�E�V�F�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�����6�K�D�U�D���P�X�V�W���W�D�N�H���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H���O�H�J�D�O���V�W�H�S�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�K�D�U�J�L�Q�J����
prosecuting, and senten�F�L�Q�J�� �S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U�V�� �R�I�� �V�H�F�W�D�U�L�D�Q�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���� �W�R�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
credibility.  

The US military deployed a Patriot battalion from the Indo -Pacific to the Middle 
East.[43]  

CENTCOM also published footage of the  USS Carl Vinson  Carrier Strike Group working 
alongside the USS Harry S. Truman  Carrier Strike Group in the Red Sea on April 10.[44] 
The Carl Vinson  recently sailed from the Indo -Pacific to the Middle East.[45]  

An open -source analyst also published satellite imagery of two US -flagged oil tankers at 
Diego Garcia Island on April 10.[46] The tankers were likely the US oil tanker STENA 
IMPERATIVE  and the USNS Guadalupe, which is a replenishment oiler for the USS Carl Vinson carrier 
strike group. The United States has recently increased its military presence at Diego Garcia Island by 
deploying B-2 Spirit bombers.[47]  

Key Takeaways:  

�x Nuclear Negotiations with Iran: Iran will likely attempt to use nuclear negotiations with 
the United States to delay a potential strike on its nuclear facilities and the imposition of 
snapback sanctions. 

�x Iranian Negotiation Calculus: Senior Iranian officials persuaded Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei to approve negotiations with the United States in March 2025 to avoid being 
�I�R�U�F�H�G�� �W�R�� �I�L�J�K�W�� �D�� �³�W�Z�R-�I�U�R�Q�W���Z�D�U�´�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L��
agreed to these negotiations as a means to preserve regime stability rather than solely a desire 
to improve his economy. 

�x Iranian Red Lines in Negotiations: An IRGC-affiliated outlet reported that Iran will 
emphasize its red lines�² no threats, no excessive demands, and no discussion of its defense 
sector�² and signal readiness for "continued negotiations" if the United States acts in good faith 
during negotiation s. 

�x Iran in Iraq: Saudi outlet Asharq al Awsat reported on April 10 that Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei told Iranian -backed Iraqi militias in late 2024 to prepare to defend unidentified 
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�,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�� �L�I�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �³�I�D�O�W�H�U���´�� �,�U�D�Q�� �D�O�V�R�� �G�H�S�O�R�\�H�G�� �D�� �³�V�P�D�O�O��
�,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���W�H�D�P�´���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���,�U�D�T�L���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���D�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G�����L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�J�U�H�H���R�I���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
between Iran and its proxies and partners in Iraq.  

�x Syrian Government and Security Forces: An armed group in Daraa Province has only 
nominally integrated into government security forces and continues to pursue its parochial 
interests, which demonstrates the political challenges Damascus faces as it attempts to exert its 
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �R�Y�H�U�� �6�\�U�L�D�¶�V�� �D�U�P�Hd groups. Recent violence in Daraa Province and other reports also 
demonstrate the mixed reliability of the General Security Service, the Syrian transitional 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���J�H�Q�G�D�U�P�H�U�L�H�� 

�x Truth and Reconciliation in Syria: President Ahmed al Shara extended the mandate of a 
commission to investigate violence on the Syrian coast by three more months. The success of the 
�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�H���W�K�H���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��
violence, regardless of their sect. The commission has reported that unspecified groups are 
intimidating Western Syrian residents. This intimidation indicates that either insurgents retain 
significant influence in the countryside or the Sunni groups responsible for sect arian violence 
have continued to intimidate civilians.  

�x US Deployments in the Middle East: The US military deployed a Patriot battalion from the 
Indo -Pacific to the Middle East. An open-source analyst also published satellite imagery of two 
US-flagged oil tankers at Diego Garcia Island on April 10. 

 

Syria  

Suwayda transitional governor Mustafa al Bakour denied that Damascus is at odds with 
Druze spiritual leader Sheikh Hikmat al Hijri and other Druze groups on April 11. [48] 
�%�D�N�R�X�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���³�W�H�Q�G�V���W�R���D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K�´���+�L�M�U�L�¶�V���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���I�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q���6�X�Z�D�\�G�D���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�D�G�H��
up of locals.[49] Bakour was very likely responding to an article published by NPR on April 11 in which 
Druze officials said that they have significant reservations about the transitional government and that 
�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���´�Q�R���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V�´���Z�L�W�K���'�D�P�D�V�F�X�V���>�����@���%�D�N�R�X�U���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�G��
begun to pay salaries and provide equipment, such as vehicles, to these local forces.[51] Bakour also 
�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���'�U�X�]�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V���³�I�R�U���K�H�O�S���L�Q���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�´���F�L�Y�L�O���R�U�G�H�U���L�Q���6�X�Z�D�\�G�D���>�����@���6�\�U�L�D�Q��
President Ahmed al Shara decided to allow Suwaydawi-led security forces to oversee security in 
Suwayda Province on March 6.[53] 
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Syrian Transitional President Ahmed al Shara attended his first multilateral 
international meeting in Turkey on April 11 .[54] Shara met with his counterparts from Kosovo, 
Azerbaijan, Qatar, and Libya at the Antalya Diplomacy Forum.[55] Shara also met with Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan.[56] Erdogan said during 
the forum that �7�X�U�N�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���6�\�U�L�D���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���´�>�����@ 

An anti -Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) source posted a video of Syrian National Army 
(SNA) fighters firing heavy machine guns at SDF positions near the Tishreen Dam in 
eastern Aleppo Province on April 11. �>�����@���'�D�P���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���U�H�S�D�L�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���G�D�P�¶�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\��
production capabilities on April 11.[59] Syrian sources, including those close to the interim government, 
�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�'�)�¶�V���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���I�U�R�P���7�L�V�K�U�H�H�Q���'�D�P���Z�D�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���³�D���S�U�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�U�\���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�´���W�R��
create a demilitarized zone around frequent engagement sites.[60] 
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Anti -government Salafi -jihadi militia Saraya Ansar al Sunnah continues to target non -
Sunni individuals in Syria on a sectarian basis. Saraya Ansar al Sunnah claimed that it 
assassinated Shia scholar Muhammad Hajj Barakat in al Safirah, Aleppo, on April 11.[61] Saraya Ansar 
al Sunnah fighters separately threw an improvised explosive device at vehicles in an Alawite 
neighborhood of Homs City on April 10.[62] The IED caused no casualties but damaged civilian 
�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �F�O�D�L�P�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �6�D�U�D�\�D�� �$�Q�V�D�U�� �D�O�� �6�X�Q�Q�D�K�¶�V�� �K�D�U�G�O�L�Q�H�� �6�D�O�D�I�L-jihadi ideology, 
which is similar to al Qaeda and ISIS ideology, that calls for the genocide of non-Sunnis.[63] 
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