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Iran continues to threaten the United States with military action to dissuade the United 
States from a strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid new US threats to strike the 
nuclear facilities.  �8�6���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G���7�U�X�P�S���V�W�D�W�H�G���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�����L�I��
Iran does not make a new nuclear deal.[1] Trump added that he would impose secondary tariffs on Iran 
if Iran made no progress towards a deal.[2] Secondary tariffs would impose sanctions on countries that 
trade with Iran. US officials have previously threatened military action against Iran if there were no 
direct negotiations.[3] Iranian officials have said they are o pen to indirect negotiations, though they 
reject direct negotiations with the United States.[4] Senior Iranian officials have also repeatedly 
threatened to strike US interests in the region since at least January 2025, likely to shape US decision-
making and discourage a US or Israeli attack on Iran's nuclear program.[5] An unspecified senior 
Iranian military official told the Telegraph on March 29 that Iran would attack any base "used by 
Americans" to attack Iran.[6] Iranian threats to attack US allies in the region may aim to discourage 
allies from allowing the United States to use their facilities out of fear of Iranian retaliation.  

Iranian officials have recently threatened the following responses to a US -Israeli strike 
on Iran. These courses of action are not mutually exclusive. 

�x Attack US bases and forces : Iranian officials have repeatedly explicitly threatened to attack 
US bases and forces in the region in recent months.[7] An unspecified senior Iranian military 
official told Western media on March 29 that Iran would target Diego Garcia Island in the Indi an 
Ocean if the United States attacked Iran.[8] The United States has recently increased its military 
presence at Diego Garcia Island, according to commercially available satellite imagery.[9] An 
anonymous official also told Tehran Times that Iran's missil e launchers at its underground bases 
are loaded with missiles and "ready for launch."[10] Iran's reported current maximum missile 
range is 2000 kilometers (km), and its reported maximum drone range is around 2500km.[11] 
Diego Garcia Island is located about 3700km from Iran's southernmost city, Pasabandar. Iran 
would need to significantly decrease the payload of the warhead on its medium-range missiles 
or otherwise decrease missile weight to launch a successful attack on Diego Garcia. Iran could 
target other US facilities in the region if it chose to do so. Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) Air Force Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh threatened on March 31 that US bases 
�L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���D�U�H���³�V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���J�O�D�V�V���K�R�X�V�H�����Q�H�D�U���,�U�D�Q���>�����@ 
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�x Disrupt international trade : IRGC Navy Commander Admiral Alireza Tangsiri suggested on 
March 29 that Iran may close the Strait of Hormuz if the United States and Israel attack Iran.[13] 
Tangsiri also threatened to seize ships if Iranian ships were seized. 

�x Conduct a direct attack on Israel: Senior Iranian military commanders have recently 
resurfaced threats to conduct another missile attack on Israel.[14] Iran unveiled its latest 
precision-�J�X�L�G�H�G�� �E�D�O�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �P�L�V�V�L�O�H�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �³�(�W�H�P�D�G�´�� �L�Q�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� �����������>�����@�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �P�H�G�L�D��
referred to the missile �D�V���W�K�H���³�,�V�U�D�H�O�L���E�D�O�O�L�V�W�L�F���P�L�V�V�L�O�H�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���F�D�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\���K�L�W���N�H�\���W�D�U�J�H�W�V��
across Israel.[16] Iran's stockpile of medium-range missiles, or missiles that can reach Israel, 
has been severely depleted following the April and October 2024 Israeli airstrikes on Iran, 
however. 

Iranian officials have publicly stated that they are unwilling to make concessions to reach 
a new nuclear deal with the United States under President Trump's desired timeline or 
terms.  �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���7�U�X�P�S�¶�V���0�D�U�F�K�������O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���/�H�D�G�H�U���$�O�L���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L��
included demands that Iran curtail its missile program and its role in supporting its proxies and 
partners in the Axis of Resistance.[17] A senior Iranian military o fficial stated on March 29 that Iran 
�Z�L�O�O�� ���Q�H�Y�H�U�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H�´�� �R�Q�� �L�W�V�� �P�L�V�V�L�O�H�V�� �R�U�� �W�K�H�� �³�F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�´�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�[�L�V�� �R�I�� �5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���>�����@�� �&�7�3-ISW 
previously assessed that Iran is unlikely to agree to curtail its missile program or the Axis of Resistance 
because to do so would cause it to lose the primary means with which it seeks to expel the United States 
from the region and establish itself as the regional hegemon. An unspecified senior Iranian source 
separately told a UK-based, Gulf-linked outlet that Trump's let ter refers to the "zero enrichment" 
approach.[19] It remains unclear if Iran is willing to reverse significant progress on its nuclear program 
to meet the terms. Western media also reported in mid-March that Trump's letter set a two -month 
deadline to reach a new nuclear deal.[20] Prior negotiations for the 2015 nuclear deal, or Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), took 20 months to negotiate. 

Iran is likely rebuilding its solid -fuel propellant stocks after Israeli strikes damaged key 
production sites in October 2024. [21] The sanctioned Iranian cargo vessel Jairan, which is 
carrying sodium perchlorate, a chemical used to make solid missile fuel, arrived near Bandar Abbas, 
Hormozgan Province, around March 29.[22] Marine Traffic and Maritime Executive confirmed that the 
Jairan, one of two Iranian Shipping Lines (IRISL) vessels sanctioned for transporting missile materials, 
is waiting near the Gheshm and Hormoz islands. Western officials told The Financial Times in January 
2025 that Golbon and Jairan would deliver over 1,100 tons of sodium perchlorate to Iran.[23] The 
�,�5�*�&�¶�V���6�H�O�I���6�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���-�L�K�D�G���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����6�6�-�2�������Z�K�L�F�K���S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�V���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�O�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G��
development, received most of the shipment offloaded by Golbon on February 13.[24] Israeli strikes in 
October 2024 damaged three major long-range missile production sites in Iran, including the Shahroud 
Military Site in Semnan Province and the Khojir and Parchin complexes in Tehran Province.[25] Th e 
�W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���-�D�L�U�D�Q�¶�V���F�D�U�J�R���W�R���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���L�V���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���U�H�E�X�L�O�G���L�W�V��
long-range missile production capabilities after the Israeli strikes. Iran could also transfer the sodium 
perchlorate to a facility that produces short -range ballistic missiles. 

Iran continues to coordinate with Russia and China on nuclear issues.  Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Legal and International Affairs Kazem Gharibabadi met with Russian Ambassador 
to Iran Alexey Dedov in Tehran on March 31 to discuss nuclear talks and sanctions relief.[26] 
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Gharibabadi said Iran, Russia, and China will continue trilateral meetings and that Russia invited him 
to a UN Charter group meeting in Moscow in mid -April. The meeting follows a March 14 joint statement 
from Russia, China, and Iran that condemned US sanct�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���D�V��
�³�S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���´�>�����@���,�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���X�Q�F�O�H�D�U���Z�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�R�S�H�V���W�R���J�D�L�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���K�R�Z���5�X�V�V�L�D���D�Q�G��
China plan to support Tehran under growing US pressure. CTP-ISW previously assessed that Russia is 
unlikely �W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���8�6���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���L�Q���W�D�O�N�V���R�Q���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�Q�G��
support of the Axis of Resistance.[28] 

Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara appointed loyalists to key cabinet positions in 
the new transitional government while nominally broadening his ruling coalition by 
appointing several minorities and technocrats to less -critical ministries. Shara announced 
the appointments of 23 transitional ministers to his cabinet during a press conference on March 29.[29] 
These ministers are expected to remain in power until the transitional government cedes power to a 
new, elected government after a five-year interim period.[30] Shara replaced the majority of former 
interim ministers with new appointments and appointed one woman, one Christian, one Alawite, one 
Druze, and two Kurds to lead ministries within his government.[31] Shara also appointed nine 
�´�L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�´�� �P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���� �I�R�U�P�H�U�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�P�H�U�� �$�V�V�D�G-era 
ministers who served in their positions before the civil war.[32] He also dismissed the former interim 
justice minister, who was an ex-Jabhat al Nusra official.[3 3] These are undoubtedly positive steps 
towards a representative transitional government, but Shara still prioritized maintaining his control 
over key ministries such as defense, interior, foreign affairs, and justice by appointing Hayat Tahrir al 
Sham (HTS)-affiliated officials or former HTS -controlled Syrian Salvation Government (SSG) officials 
to these posts.[34] He also appointed former HTS and SSG officials to the less important ministries of 
energy, local administration and environment, public works a nd housing, youth and sports, and 
administrative development.[35] The decision to expand his transitional cabinet to include minorities 
�D�Q�G�� �³�Q�H�Z�F�R�P�H�U�V�´�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� �Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �6�K�D�U�D�� �L�V�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J��
loyalists while blocking opp �R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �6�\�U�L�D�¶�V�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
transitional government.[36] Shara previously appointed a cabinet nearly entirely composed of 
bureaucrats that formerly served in the Idlib -based SSG.[37] 

�6�K�D�U�D�¶�V�� �D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �O�R�Q�J-time loyalists to key positions suggest Shara hopes to 
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���+�7�6�¶�V���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W����
Shara has appointed or reappointed close advisers and allies from HTS to oversee portfolios directly 
concerning internal security and state stability. Shara has retained two of his most trusted advisors, 
Major General Marhaf Abu Qasra and Asaad al Shaibani, as ministers of defense and foreign affairs, 
respectively.[38] Former al Qaeda in Iraq and Jabhat al Nusra member Anas Khattab has transitioned 
�I�U�R�P���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���F�K�L�H�I���W�R���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�����Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���Z�L�O�O���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����
border control, and intelligence services.[39] The United States and the UN sanctioned Khattab in 2012 
and 2014, respectively, for his association with AQI.[40] It is not clear if or who Shara will appoint to 
directly oversee Syrian intelligence services, giv�H�Q���W�K�H���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���.�K�D�W�W�D�E�¶�V���U�R�O�H�����6�K�D�U�D���D�O�V�R���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G��
�³�N�H�\�� �+�7�6�� �L�G�H�R�O�R�J�X�H�´�� �D�Q�G�� �6�X�Q�Q�L�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�� �0�D�]�K�D�U�� �D�O�� �:�D�L�V�� �D�V�� �K�L�V�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���>�����@�� �$�U�D�E�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �K�D�V��
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���:�D�L�V���K�D�V���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���D���´�V�H�Q�L�R�U���O�H�J�D�O���I�L�J�X�U�H�´���L�Q���+�7�6���D�Q�G���K�D�V���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G���6�K�D�U�D���W�R���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V��
high-�O�H�Y�H�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�H�Q���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�R���D�Q���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���U�R�O�H���>�����@���6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q��
these loyalists in these roles will enable him to shape the trajectory of the Syrian government and its 
security services, which could allow him to maintain his rule well into the future. Qasra, Shaibani, 
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�.�K�D�W�W�D�E���� �D�Q�G�� �:�D�L�V�¶�V�� �D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �6�K�D�U�D�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V�� �W�R�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �R�Y�H�U��
ministries that directly concern internal security and state stability, and it could enable him to sideline 
rivals as he did during his rule of Idlib.  

Shara notably did not place visible loyalists in ministries that would allow Syrian Islamists to remake 
Syrian society in their image. Shara has allowed non-HTS officials to lead ministries that directly 
influence Syrian society, including education, infor mation, communications, and religious 
endowments.[43] These ministries �² particularly education �² can be used to remake the next generation 
of a country by altering textbooks. The Assad regime and other Middle Eastern autocratic regimes�² like 
the Houthis in Yemen and ISIS�² have created educational materials to brainwash the next generation. 
Shara probably recognized that placing loyalists or ideologues in these roles would have earned him 
significant international blowback and created more challenges for his effo rt to remove sanctions. Shara 
�F�R�X�O�G���V�W�L�O�O���H�P�S�O�R�\���D���³�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U�\�´���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�S�X�W�\���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���K�R�O�G���W�K�H��
real power while the minister serves as a figurehead. 

�6�K�D�U�D�¶�V�� �Q�H�Z�� �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �X�Q�O�L�N�H�O�\�� �W�R�� �D�V�V�X�D�J�H�� �I�H�D�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\��
communities about the future of minority representation in the transitional government 
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �6�K�D�U�D�¶�V�� �U�X�O�H�����6�K�D�U�D�¶�V�� �F�O�H�D�U�� �S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �6�X�Q�Q�L�� �$�U�D�E�V���� �W�K�H�� �Y�H�U�\�� �I�H�Z��
minorities, and the lack of appointees from other strong Syrian parties like the Kurdish Syrian 
Democratic Council (SDC) or Kurdish National Council (KNC) has already led several minority -
dominated gro�X�S�V���W�R���F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q���K�L�V���³�R�Q�H-�S�D�U�W�\���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´�>�����@���7�K�H���$�O�D�Z�L�W�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����I�R�U���L�W�V���S�D�U�W����
remains deeply fearful of the new transitional government after the recent coastal massacres. The SDC 
�G�H�F�U�L�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�V���³�O�D�U�J�H�O�\���K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�R�X�V���´�>�����@���$���.�1�&���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O told Kurdish media that the 
�.�1�&���´�Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q���D���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���.�X�U�G�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���´�>�����@��
�7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���.�X�U�G�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�J�Q�R�U�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���´�W�K�L�U�G���W�L�P�H���´���O�L�N�H�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G��
Kurdish criticis m over exclusion from the National Dialogue Conference, the drafting of the 
constitutional declaration, and the recent appointments.[47] Fear among key Kurdish powerbrokers 
�W�K�D�W�� �6�K�D�U�D�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �H�[�F�O�X�G�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �Y�R�L�F�H�� �L�Q�� �K�L�V�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��formation risks 
�G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���)�R�U�F�H�V�����6�'�)�����L�Q�W�R��
the Syrian state. 

The separatist Druze-�P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\�� �6�X�Z�D�\�G�D�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� ���6�0�&���� �D�O�V�R�� �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G�� �6�K�D�U�D�¶�V�� �³�R�Q�H-color" 
government during a press conference on March 30.[48] The group called on Shara to form a 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���´�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���D�O�O���6�\�U�L�D�Q���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���´�>�����@���7�K�H���6�0�&���L�V���D���J�Uoup of Druze fighters who 
�Z�H�U�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���$�V�V�D�G���U�H�J�L�P�H���>�����@���$���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���D�Q�D�O�\�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���´�Z�H�O�O��
�N�Q�R�Z�Q�´���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���'�U�X�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�0�&���K�D�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���,�V�U�D�H�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��
Israeli Druze community.[51] I t does not appear that the SMC represents a majority of the Syrian Druze 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�D�W���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���F�D�P�S�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���6�\�U�L�D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O��
�Q�R�W���K�H�O�S���J�U�R�Z���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�F�\�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� 

Shara appointed fifteen members to the Supreme Fatwa Council via presidential decree 
on March 28.[52]  �6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���G�H�F�U�H�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���Z�R�X�O�G���L�V�V�X�H���Q�H�Z���I�D�W�Z�D�V���R�Q���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V����
explain Sharia rulings on cases that are referred to the council, appoint muftis and fatwa committees in 
Syrian provinces, and supervise fatwa centers in the provinces.[53] The Supreme Council of Fatwa will 
rule on decisions by majority vote, and Shara will vote as a tiebreaker if needed.[54] HTS established a 
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Supreme Fatwa Council in Idlib in 2019 that Shara effectively controlled and used to sideline his 
�K�D�U�G�O�L�Q�H���,�V�O�D�P�L�V�W���U�L�Y�D�O�V���>�����@���6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���K�L�V���U�L�Y�D�O�V���Z�L�O�O���G�H�S�H�Q�G���R�Q���K�L�V���O�H�Y�H�O��
of influence over a majority of its council membe rs. Several notable HTS-affiliated scholars, including 
Sheikh Abdul Rahim Atun, former HTS -backed Supreme Fatwa Council member Anas Ayrut, and new 
Minister of Justice Mazhar al Wais, sit on the new council.[56]  

�6�K�D�U�D�� �D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�� �6�K�H�L�N�K�� �2�V�D�P�D�� �D�O�� �5�L�I�D�L�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V�� �F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���>�����@�� �7�K�H�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q�� �,�V�O�D�P�L�F�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O����
which was a body of Sunni Islamic scholars that opposed the Assad regime, appointed Rifai as the Grand 
Mufti in Syria in 2021 after the regime abolished the of fice.[58] Rifai has connections to Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the Muslim Brotherhood.[59]  

Key Takeaways:  

�x Iranian Nuclear Program: Iran continues to threaten the United States with military action 
to dissuade the United States from a strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid new US threats to 
�V�W�U�L�N�H���W�K�H���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����8�6���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G���7�U�X�P�S���V�W�D�W�H�G���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H��
a bombing" if Iran does not make a new nuclear deal. Iranian officials also threatened to attack 
US allies enabling a strike, may aim to discourage allies from allowing the United States to use 
their facilities out of fear of Iranian retaliation. Iran has ex plicitly identified three possible 
responses to an attack on its nuclear facilities: retaliation against US bases and forces in the 
region, disruption of international trade in the Straits of Hormuz, and another attack on Israel.  

�x Iranian Ballistic Missiles: Iran is likely rebuilding its solid fuel propellant stocks after Israeli 
strikes damaged key production sites in October 2024. Iran will presumably need to transport 
new solid fuel precursors to its production facilities . �7�K�H�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �-�D�L�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �F�D�U�J�R�� �W�R�� �D��
production facility used to product long -range missiles would suggest that Iran is trying to 
rebuild its long -range missile production capabilities after the Israeli strikes. Iran could also 
transfer the sodium perchlorate to a facility that produces short -range ballistic missiles. 

�x Syrian Transitional Government: Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara appointed 
loyalists to key cabinet positions in the new transitional government while nominally broadening 
his ruling coalition by appointing several minorities and technocrats to less -critical ministries. 
Shara notably did not place visible loyalists in ministries that would allow Syrian Islamists to 
remake Syrian society in their image. Shara has allowed non-HTS officials to lead ministries that 
directly influence Syrian society, including education, information, co mmunications, and 
religious endowments. 

�x Syrian Supreme Fatwa Council: Shara appointed fifteen members to the Supreme Fatwa 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���Y�L�D���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���G�H�F�U�H�H���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������� �6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���G�H�F�U�H�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���Z�R�X�O�G���L�V�V�X�H��
new fatwas on new developments, explain Sharia rulings on cases that are referred to the council, 
appoint muf tis and fatwa committees in Syrian provinces, and supervise fatwa centers in the 
provinces. 
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Syria  

The SDF and the Turkish -backed Syrian National Army have continued limited 
engagements in northern Syria since March 28. The SDF reportedly attempted to advance on 
SNA positions along the western bank of the Euphrates River near Tishreen Dam on March 29.[60] The 
pace of engagements has declined between Turkish-backed forces and the SDF along these lines of 
contact since early March. Turkish airstrikes targeting the SDF have also declined. A Democratic Union 
Party (PYD) foreign relations co-�F�K�D�L�U���V�D�L�G���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�K�D�W���´�V�H�U�L�R�X�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V�´���D�U�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���U�H�D�F�K���D��
ceasefire between the SDF and Turkey.[61] The SDF and Syrian interim government reached an initial 
ceasefire in early March that would place the SDF under the Defense Ministry.[62] Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan told Russian President Vladimir Putin on March 28 that he supports integrating 
the SDF into the Syrian Defense Ministry.[63]  
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The Suwayda Military Council (SMC) announced its objectives and various units on 
March 30, indicating that the SMC is developing a formalized, organized structure.[64] 
The SMC is a group of Druze fighters who were previously aligned with the Assad regime, and some 
Druze sources in Suwayda claim that Israel is supporting the SMC.[65] An unspecified SMC 
commander announced on March 30 that the SMC is comprised of sixteen units, including a Special 
Tasks Brigade, a Political Bureau, an Artillery Department, an Administrative and Financial 
Department, an Organizational Department, and an Anti -Terrorism Battalion.[66] The unidentified 
�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�µ�V���W�D�V�N�V���D�U�H���³�F�O�H�D�U���D�Q�G���I�L�[�H�G���³���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�Q��
Suwayda, preserving unity, establishing a safe environment that guarantees freedoms, and 
coordinating with all national  �D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�R�U�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���´�V�H�H�N���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���R�I���6�\�U�L�D�Q�V���´�>�����@��
This announcement follows the March 21 attack by SMC members on Military Council leader Colonel 
�7�D�U�L�T���D�O���6�K�R�X�I�L�¶�V���K�R�P�H���L�Q���6�X�Z�D�\�G�D���3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���G�X�H���W�R���G�H�O�D�\�H�G���V�D�O�D�U�\���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���>�����@���6�K�Rufi stated that he 
did not agree to pay salaries and that the SMC has not fully formalized into a structure that would 
require him to compensate members.[69] The SMC does not have a formal relationship with the interim 
Syrian government and rejected the interim government cabinet announced on March 29.[70]  

Pro -Assad insurgents have continued attacks on interim Syrian government forces since 
March 28.  Former Assad regime members attacked a police station in Latakia City on March 29.[71] 
Former Assad regime members separately attacked a Syrian security force patrol in Najha, south of 
Damascus, on March 30.[72] Security forces killed two of the attackers.[73] Interim Syrian government 
forces then executed a cordon-and-search operation in Najha.[74]  



10  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

 



11  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

Intelligence from local informants enabled a government raid targeting a weapons and 
explosives storage site in al Waer, Homs City, suggesting that the insurgents have little 
to no support in al Waer. [75] Forces acting on the tip from locals raided a weapons warehouse used 
by pro-Assad insurgents.[76] Forces seized small arms ammunition and RPGs that insurgents could 
have used in an attack.[77] The Assad regime besieged al Waer during the Syrian Civil War, so, 
unsurprisingly, local residents would be unwilling to support insurgents who support the former regime 
or its structures. Accurate, actionable intelligence from the locals suggests that al Waer is a relatively 
non-permissive environment for the in surgents, who would need to secure at least tacit acquiescence 
�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���E�D�V�H���R�I���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���L�Q�V�X�U�J�H�Q�W�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H���W�K�H���O�H�D�N���D�Q�G��
track down the informant will be a strong indicator of their relative power in western  Homs City. 

The insurgents may have been using al Waer as a temporary way station to move weapons into the city 
rather than a long-term stockpile. The seized cache was relatively small, and al Waer is located on the 
western outskirts of Homs City just north of the M1 Highway that connects Homs and the Alawite-
majority coastal provinces. This would make it a logical waypoint between the Alawite-majority areas 
�D�Q�G���+�R�P�V���&�L�W�\�¶�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O���F�D�F�K�H���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���D���V�P�D�O�O���V�K�L�S�P�H�Q�W���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���E�H���P�R�Y�H�G��
quickl y. 

Counterproductive government operations could threaten to drive support for 
insurgents in Talkalakh, Homs Province.  Syrian government security forces deployed to 
Talkalakh, west of Homs City, on March 30 in response to an insurgent attack that killed two Syrian 
soldiers.[78] Local footage circulated on Syrian media appeared to show individuals who had been 
beaten or killed by government forces during clearing operations in Talkalakh.[79] Pro -Assad 
insurgents have conducted attacks on interim government forces in Talkalakh since the Assad regime 
fell in December 2024.[80] Heavy -handed operations will further alienate and  inspire fear within the 
local population. Insurgents very likely seek to trigger violent government reprisals to generate support 
for the insurgency. 
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Reports of violence against Alawites continue to permeate across Syrian media, fueling 
distrust and fear among the Alawite community. These reports will continue to fuel 
support for the majority Alawite insurgent movements regardless of their veracity.  Two 
interim Syrian government soldiers assassinated the chief of Harf al Benmira and five other men 
present in his home on March 31.[81] The local Syrian security force commander reported that the 
perpetrators were from a police unit and that they had been arrested.[82] Arrests are insufficient to 
maintain the trust of the population unless the perpetrators are also charged and imprisoned through 
a fair and transparent judicial process. Locals separately discovered the bodies of 11 executed Alawites 
dumped in the Jouber River, Baniyas City, Tartous Province, on March 31.[83] Pro-Alawite media 
accused interim government forces of the sectarian attack.[84] The informational effect generated by 
these reports fuels a cycle of distrust among the Alawite community, which discourages cooperation 
with the interim government. This would enable the insurgents to replace the government as a 
legitimate authority, at least in western Syria.[85]  

Iraq  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  

Several Iraqi Shia tribes have announced that they will boycott the November 2025 
parliamentary elections after Iraqi nationalist Shia cleric Muqtada al Sadr announced 
on March 27 that his Shia National Movement would not participate in the elections.[86] 
The Bani Tamim, Bani Kaab, Bani Lam, and al Sawaed tribes, among others, announced on March 28 
and 29 that they would boycott the elections.[87] Some of these tribes, including Bani Tamim and Bani 
Kaab, previously participated in pro -Sadr demonstrations in Baghdad in August 2022.[88] Sadr 
withdrew from politics in August 2022 amid political deadlock after the October 2021 parliamentary 
elections.[89] CTP-�,�6�:�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�R�P�H�� �,�U�D�T�L�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �6�D�G�U�¶�V��
boycott of the upcoming elections could destabilize Iraq.[90]  

The leader of Iranian -backed Iraqi militia Asaib Ahl al Haq, Qais al Khazali, called on the 
�,�U�D�T�L�� �I�H�G�H�U�D�O�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�� �W�K�H�� �³�H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �6�\�U�L�D���´�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W��
sectarian violence in coastal Syria.[91] Khazali was likely referring to attacks committed by 
Syrian interim government forces against Alawites, although the recent sectarian violence in Syria was 
committed by both Alawites and Sunnis and began when pro-Assad insurgents attacked interim 
government forces in early March 2025.[92]  Khazali claimed that Israel, the United States, and an 
�X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���$�U�D�E���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���V�H�H�N���W�R���G�L�Y�L�G�H���6�\�U�L�D���D�Q�G���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D���S�R�V�H�V���D���³�G�L�U�H�F�W���D�Q�G��
�G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�´���W�R���,�U�D�T���>�����@���&�7�3-ISW previously assessed that sectarian violence in Syria could spill 
over into Iraq.[94]  

Khazali separately criticized Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani for removing the Popular 
Mobilization Forces (PMF) Law from the parliamentary agenda on March 12, describing the removal of 
�W�K�H���O�D�Z���D�V���D���³�F�U�L�P�H���´�>�����@���7�K�H���3�0�)���/�D�Z���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�P�R�Y�H���3�R�S�X�O�Dr Mobilization Committee Chairman Faleh 
al Fayyadh from his post. Khazali accused Sudani of removing the law from parliament to protect 
Fayyadh. 
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Arabian Peninsula  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas 

�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen  

�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip  

US Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted at least 62 airstrikes targeting Houthi 
infrastructure and leadership in Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen since CTP -ISW's last 
data cutoff on March 28.[96] CENTCOM conducted at least eight airstrikes targeting three 
reportedly new Houthi military bases and ammunition depots in Sanhan District, Sanaa Governorate, 
�R�Q�� �0�D�U�F�K�� �������>�����@�� �&�(�1�7�&�2�0�� �D�O�V�R�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���W�K�H�� �+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�� �L�Q�� �+�D�]�P�� �&�L�W�\���� �D�O�� �-�D�Z�I��
Governorate, on March 28.[98]  

CENTCOM likely killed Houthi leaders in an airstrike that targeted a vehicle in the Hajjah 
government on March 30. An airstrike targeting a lone vehicle is usually intended to eliminate a 
significant enemy leader rather than individual low -ranking fighters. CENTCOM struck the vehicle on 
the N5 highway in al Tour, Hajjah Governorate, northwestern Yemen, reportedly killi ng two 
unidentified individuals.[99]  

Senior Houthi officials recently acknowledged that CENTCOM airstrikes have killed Houthi fighters 
�E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �G�H�Q�L�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �&�(�1�7�&�2�0�¶�V�� �D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �P�L�V�V�L�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �G�U�R�Q�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
capabilities.[100] The Houthis conducted three combined missile and  drone attacks targeting the USS 
Harry S. Truman  aircraft carrier and US destroyers in the Red Sea between March 29 and March 
30.[101] The attack did not succeed, and CENTCOM did not acknowledge the attacks. 
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The Houthis launched a ballistic missile at Ben Gurion Airport in central Israel on March 
30.[102] The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) intercepted the missile before it entered Israeli 
territory.[103]  

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

Hezbollah Secretary General Naim Qassem implicitly threatened to resume attacks 
targeting Israel or Israeli forces in a speech on March 30.[104] Qassem has previously 
failed to attack after making threats against Israel. Qassem reiterated that the Lebanese state 
is responsible for implementing the Israel -�/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���E�X�W���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V��
�S�D�W�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q�¶�V���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���³�K�D�V���D���O�L�P�L�W���´�>�������@���4�D�V�V�H�P���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�D�W���O�L�P�L�W���L�V��
reached, Hezbo�O�O�D�K�� �Z�L�O�O���´�K�D�Y�H�� �Q�R�� �F�K�R�L�F�H�� �E�X�W���W�R�� �U�H�V�R�U�W���W�R�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���´�� �4�D�V�V�H�P�� �P�D�\�� �E�H�� �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R��
appease hardline Hezbollah elements who feel that Hezbollah needs to act in response to the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) airstrike on March 28 that targeted a Hezbollah drone storage facility in 
Beirut.[106] Qassem previously implicitly threatened Israel, but Hezbollah has not fulfilled those 
threats.[107] CTP-ISW continues to assess that Hezbollah's central leadership is unlikely to approve 
any attacks targeting Israel at this time as it would almost certainly risk major Israeli reprisals.[108]  

CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized our 
Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and Iranian 
efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, including t he Palestinian Territories. Given that Israel 
and its partners have destroyed Hamas's military organization and severed the group's ability to 
resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of communication with 
Hezbollah and Ha mas through Syria.  

Iranian Decision -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy  

The Iranian rial appreciated from 1,042,000 rials to one US dollar on March 28 to 
1,033,000 rials to one US dollar on March 31.[109]  

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
discussed future opportunities for economic cooperation in a phone call on March 
29.[110] Pezeshkian expressed a willingness to discuss various unspecified regional and international 
issues to strengthen relations between the two countries. This phone call follows recent statements from 
other senior Iranian officials in which they criticized Tu rkish regional policy, especially in Syria.[111] 

Approximately 100  Iranian farmers protested over water shortages in Esfahan Province 
on March 29 and 30.[112] Anti -regime media circulated footage of Iranian security forces firing tear 
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gas at protesters in Esfahan Province on March 30.[113] The same outlet also published a video that 
showed that protesters had set fire to a water pumping station that diverts water from the Zayandeh 
Rud River before the water reaches Esfahan.[114] The Zayandeh Rud River, which is one of the main 
sources of water for Esfahan Province, runs dry for the majority of the year due to water extraction 
before the water reaches Esfahan.[115] Iranian farmers previously protested water scarcity in Esfahan 
for over two weeks in 2021 before Iranian security forces cracked down on the protests.[116] 
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The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) thwarted a Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iranian plan on April 
���� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �D�� �³�P�D�M�R�U�´�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�V�� �D�E�U�R�D�G���>���@�� The IDF killed Hassan Ali 
Mahmoud Badir, who was a member of Hezbollah Unit 3900 and the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps (IRGC) Quds Force, in an airstrike in Beirut on April 1.[2] A Lebanese security source told 
Reuters that Badir was a mid-ranking commander whose responsibilities included the "Palestinian 
�I�L�O�H�����>���@���,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���%�D�G�L�U���� �L�Q�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K���+�D�P�D�V���� �K�D�G�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G�� �D�Q���³�L�P�P�L�Q�H�Q�W����
large-�V�F�D�O�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���D�E�U�R�D�G�´���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���N�L�O�O�H�G���³�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L�V���´�>���@ 

It is not immediately clear what Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iran sought to achieve by conducting such an 
attack. Hezbollah and Iran may have planned the attack to impose a heavy cost on Israel to try to 
increase pressure on the IDF to withdraw from the five remaining IDF positions in southern 
Lebanon.[5]  It is also possible that hardline Hezbollah elements who disagree with Hezbollah Secretary 
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �1�D�L�P�� �4�D�V�V�H�P�¶�V�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �L�Q�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Y�L�V-a-vis Israel independently planned this attack .[6] 
Qassem has repeatedly stated that the Lebanese state, rather than Hezbollah, is responsible for 
responding to Israeli operations in Lebanon.[7] It is unclear if Hezbollah's central leadership approved 
the attack plan. It is further possible that Hezbo llah and Iran calculated, after suffering significant 
losses throughout the past year, that they must change their strategy and conduct external terror 
attacks. The Israeli National Security Council warned on April 1, ahead of the Jewish Passover holiday, 
that Iran, either directly or through its proxies, may try to attack Israeli and Jewish targets abroad 
against the backdrop of renewed fighting in the Gaza Strip.[8]   

Senior Iranian officials are continuing to threaten nuclear weaponization, likely to try to 
deter a potential US or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid new US threats to 
strike these facilities.  Senior Supreme Leader Adviser Ali Larijani stated on March 31 that a US or 
Israeli strike on Iran would "force" Iran to develop a nuclear weapon to "defend its security."[9] 
Western media reported in January 2025 that Larijani had made secret trips to Rus sia to gain Russian 
�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���>�����@���+�D�U�G�O�L�Q�H���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���3�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W�D�U�L�D�Q���$�K�P�D�G���1�D�G�H�U�L���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�O�\��
stated on March 31 that the United States "wouldn't dare threaten to bomb" Iran if Iran "had an atomic 
bomb."[11] Naderi previously made similar statements in November and December 2024.[12] Larijani 
and Naderi's comments echo recent calls from Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) officials for 
the Supreme Leader to allow the development of a nuclear weapon.[13] The recent Iranian threats come 
�D�I�W�H�U���8�6���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G���7�U�X�P�S���V�W�D�W�H�G���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�����L�I���,�U�D�Q���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W��
agree to a new nuclear deal.[14] 
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Turkey reportedly plans to deploy air defense batteries and drones to protect Turkish 
construction at Tiyas Airbase in central Syria from Israeli airstrikes. Two unspecified 
�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �W�R�O�G�� �W�K�H�� �0�L�G�G�O�H�� �(�D�V�W�� �(�\�H�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� ���� �W�K�D�W�� �7�X�U�N�H�\�� �K�D�V�� �³�E�H�J�X�Q�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�´�� �R�I�� �7�L�\�D�V��
Airbase in Homs Province and has developed construction plans for the site.[15] This report follows 
rumors that Turkey seeks to establish airbases at Tiyas Airbase and Palmyra Military Airport as part of 
a potential defense pact with the Syrian interim government.[16] Middle East Eye reported that 
�Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���S�D�F�W���K�D�Y�H�����T�X�L�H�W�O�\�´���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������������>�����@���2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Vources 
said that Turkey plans to deploy Hisar air defense systems and surveillance and attack drones to provide 
air cover for the base while construction is underway. The Hisar-A and Hisar-O systems are Turkish 
short- and medium-range surface-to-air missil e systems, respectively.[18] A second unspecified source 
�F�O�D�L�P�H�G�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �7�X�U�N�L�V�K�� �G�U�R�Q�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�L�U�� �G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �D�W���W�K�H�� �E�D�V�H�� �Z�R�X�O�G���³�O�L�N�H�O�\�� �G�H�W�H�U��
�,�V�U�D�H�O�´�� �I�U�R�P�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J�� �V�W�U�L�N�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�H�D���>�����@�� �7�K�H�� �,�'�)�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �V�W�U�X�F�N�� �³�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
infras �W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�´���D�W���7�L�\�D�V���$�L�U�E�D�V�H���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������D�Q�G���������>�����@���7�K�H���V�W�U�L�N�H�V���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���6�X-24 fighter 
jet and rendered the airstrip unusable.[21] An unspecified Israeli defense official told Israeli media that 
the IDF conducted these strikes to send a message to Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara that 
�,�V�U�D�H�O���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���W�R�O�H�U�D�W�H���D�Q�\���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�W�V���³�I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���D�F�W�L�R�Q�´���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D�Q���D�L�U�V�S�D�F�H���>�����@���$�Q���X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G��
�,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�� �V�W�D�W�H�G�� �R�Q�� �0�D�U�F�K�� ������ �W�K�D�W�� �D�� �7�X�U�N�L�V�K�� �D�L�U�E�D�V�H�� �L�Q�� �6�\�U�L�D�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V 
�I�U�H�H�G�R�P�� �W�R�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�� �L�Q�� �6�\�U�L�D�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Y�L�H�Z�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �E�D�V�H�� �D�V�� �D�� �³�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �W�K�U�H�D�W���´�>�����@�� �7�K�H��
�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���7�L�\�D�V���$�L�U�E�D�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���6�\�U�L�D�Q���G�H�V�H�U�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z���7�X�U�N�H�\���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���³�D�H�U�L�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�´��
over the area and support Turkish counter-ISIS efforts, according to one of the sources speaking to 
Middle East Eye.[24]  

Turkey and the Syrian interim government have begun construction efforts at the Menagh Airbase, near 
the Syria-Turkey border in Aleppo Province, in recent weeks.[25] Turkey may deploy air defense 
systems and fighter jets to the Menagh Airbase once renovations are complete, according to Syrian 
media.[26]  
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Key Takeaways:  

�x Thwarted Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iranian Attack: The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
�W�K�Z�D�U�W�H�G���D���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�����+�D�P�D�V�����D�Q�G���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���S�O�D�Q���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������W�R���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���D���³�P�D�M�R�U�´���D�W�W�D�F�N���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J��
Israelis abroad. The IDF killed Hassan Ali Mahmoud Badir, who was a member of Hezbollah 
Unit 3900 and the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force, in an airstrike in 
Beirut on April 1. Israeli media reported that Badir, in collaboration with Hamas, had planned 
�D�Q���³�L�P�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�����O�D�U�J�H-�V�F�D�O�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���D�E�U�R�D�G�´���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���N�L�O�O�H�G���³�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L�V���´���,�W���L�V���Q�R�W��
immediately clear what Hezbollah , Hamas, and Iran sought to achieve by conducting such an 
attack. 
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�x Iranian Weaponization Threats:  Senior Iranian officials are continuing to threaten nuclear 
weaponization, likely to try to deter a potential US or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities 
amid new US threats to strike these facilities. Senior Supreme Leader Adviser Ali Larijani stated 
on March 31 that a US or Israeli strike on Iran would "force" Iran to develop a nuclear weapon 
to "defend its security." Western media reported in January 2025 that Larijani had made secret 
�W�U�L�S�V���W�R���5�X�V�V�L�D���W�R���J�D�L�Q���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Srogram. 

�x Turkish Military Bases in Syria: Turkey reportedly plans to deploy air defense batteries and 
drones to protect Turkish construction at Tiyas Airbase in central Syria from Israeli airstrikes. 
�7�Z�R���X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�R�O�G���W�K�H���0�L�G�G�O�H���(�D�V�W���(�\�H���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������W�K�D�W���7�X�U�N�H�\���K�D�V���³�E�H�J�X�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R��
take �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�´���R�I���7�L�\�D�V���$�L�U�E�D�V�H���L�Q���+�R�P�V���3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���K�D�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
site. This report follows rumors that Turkey seeks to establish airbases at Tiyas Airbase and 
Palmyra Military Airport as part of a potential defense pact with the Syr ian interim government.  

Syria  

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) agreed to withdraw its forces and allow Syrian 
Interim Interior Ministry forces to deploy to Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyeh 
neighborhoods in Aleppo City on April 1.[27] The SDF has maintained control over these two 
Kurdish neighborhoods since the fall of the regime. Three representatives from Sheikh Maqsoud and 
�$�V�K�U�D�I�L�\�H�K�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���P�H�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���$�O�H�S�S�R���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�D�W�H���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������D�Q�G���D�J�U�H�H�G��
that t he SDF will withdraw its fighters from the city to areas east of the Euphrates River.[28] The Syrian 
Interim Interior Ministry will take over security responsibilities in the two neighborhoods and set up 
two checkpoints in each neighborhood.[29]  Kurdish m �H�G�L�D�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�'�)�¶�V��
Internal Security Forces (also known as Asayish) from Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyeh will integrate 
into local police forces under the Interior Ministry.[30] A Kurdish journalist argued that the integration 
of Asayish members into local police forces will keep the two Kurdish neighborhoods effectively "under 
�.�X�U�G�L�V�K�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���´�� �,�W�� �L�V�� �X�Q�F�O�H�D�U�� �L�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�V�D�\�L�V�K�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�O�L�F�H�� �X�Q�L�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�V�H��
neighborhoods. The agreement also stipulates that both the SDF and the Syrian interim government 
will exchange prisoners who were detained after Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS) forces took over Aleppo 
in December 2024.[31] 

�6�K�H�L�N�K�� �0�D�T�V�R�X�G�� �D�Q�G�� �$�V�K�U�D�I�L�\�H�K�¶�V�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�W�R�� �$�O�H�S�S�R�� �&�L�W�\�� �P�D�U�N�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�H��
SDF has ceded territory to the Syrian interim government since signing an integration agreement on 
March 10.[32] The integration process in Aleppo City will likely inform future integration efforts. The 
April 1 agreement allows Kurdish residents from Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyeh to move freely 
throughout Aleppo City and stipulates that Kurdish institutions cannot be discriminated against in 
municipal organiza tions.[33] There have been numerous security incidents between residents, 
government forces, and SDF fighters in Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyeh in recent months, and 
lingering tensions among the population could contribute to instances of friction as the in tegration 
unfolds.[34]  

Syrian media reported that Turkish aircraft struck an SDF position near Tishreen Dam 
on March 31.[35] This attack marks the first reported Turkish strike on an SDF position since March 
23.[36]  
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Alawite and Christian media are circulating reports of attacks that interim government 
forces have allegedly committed in Christian neighborhoods across Syria.  Several social 
media accounts claimed that unspecified gunmen fired on homes and vehicles in al Qusayr, Homs 
Province, on March 29.[37] Social media accounts accused interim government forces of conducting a 
campaign to drive Christians out of the town.[3 8] CTP-ISW cannot independently verify the claims that 
government forces conducted these attacks. Interim government forces have conducted counter-
smuggling operations in al Qusayr since January 2025. Alawite media circulated footage on April 31 
that appears to show a convoy of interim government forces driving through al Qassaa, Damascus.[39] 
Alawite media claimed that the convoy was intended to intimidate civilians in the area.[40] The 
informational effect generated by these reports supports pro-Assad insurgency efforts to undermine 
confidence in the Syrian interim government.  
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Southern Syrian media reported that Israeli forces advanced to Mantara Dam, Quneitra 
Province, on April 1.[41]  Israeli forces established several military outposts at the dam. Israel has 
operated in southern Syria since December 2024 to confront perceived threats to the Israeli state.[42] 
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US State Department Spokesperson Tammy Bruce reiterated on March 31 the United 
�6�W�D�W�H�V�¶���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���J�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���6�\�U�L�D���S�D�U�W�L�D�O���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�O�L�H�I���>�����@ Bruce stated that the Syrian 
�L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���E�D�U���³�I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W���I�L�J�K�W�H�U�V�´���I�U�R�P���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���>�����@���%�U�X�F�H��
�D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���³�U�H�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�U�H�V�V���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���´���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q efforts to 
exploit Syrian territory, destroy any remaining chemical weapons stockpiles, and assist efforts to find 
missing US citizens in Syria.[45] This list of conditions is consistent with the conditions US Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for the Levant and Syria Natasha Franceschi reportedly gave to Syrian Interim 
Foreign Minister Asaad al Shaibani in Brussels on March 18.[46] CTP-ISW previously noted that Syrian 
Interim President Ahmed al Shara will likely oppose the condition to bar foreign fighters from s enior 
government positions given that this condition would require him to sideline individuals who are deeply 
loyal to him.[47]  
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Iraq  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  

An Iraqi parliamentarian who reportedly has ties to Iranian -backed Iraqi militias 
submitted a draft proposal to the Iraqi Parliament on April 1 to amend the Iraqi electoral 
law in a way that would advantage smaller political parties.[48] The Iraqi Parliament has 
frequently modified the Iraqi electoral law before parliamentary elections.[49] The draft proposal 
would alter how the Saint Lague system, which is the electoral system Iraq uses in parliamentary 
elections, allocates seats to Iraqi political parties.[50] The draft proposal would also divide Basra, 
Mosul, and Baghdad into two districts but would otherwise maintain the number of electoral districts 
that Iraq currently has.[51] The Saint Lague system that Iraq used during elections between 2014 and 
2020 allocated seats to Iraqi political parties in a way that often disadvantaged smaller parties.[52] Iraq 
adopted a majoritarian system in 2021 that enabled smaller parties to win more seats in parliament.[53] 
Parliament passed an amendment to the electoral law in 2023 to return Iraq to the previous Saint Lague 
system, likely to favor larger Shia Coordination Framework parties in the November 2025 elections.[54] 
The Shia Coordination Framework is a loose coalition of Shia political parties, some of which are backed 
by Iran. State of Law Coalition head Nouri al Maliki has called for changing the Iraqi electoral system 
�W�R���D���³�K�\�E�U�L�G�´���V�\�V�W�H�P���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���H�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�D�L�Q�W���/�D�J�X�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���>�����@��
The submission of the draft proposal comes after nationalist  Shia cleric Muqtada al Sadr announced on 
March 27 that his Shia Nationalist Movement would not participate in the November 2025 
parliamentary elections.[56]  

Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani and Syrian Interim President Ahmed al 
Shara emphasized the need to enhance Iraq -Syria border security during a phone call on 
April 1.[57]  �6�X�G�D�Q�L�� �D�I�I�L�U�P�H�G�� �,�U�D�T�¶�V�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �I�R�U�� �6�\�U�L�D�¶�V�� �V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q��
government, while Shara said that Syria is committed to developing stronger bilateral relations with 
Iraq.  

Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani emphasized that Iraq rejects any threats 
to Iran during a phone call with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian on April 
1.[58]  �7�K�L�V���S�K�R�Q�H���F�D�O�O���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���8�6���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G���7�U�X�P�S�¶�V���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H��
�D���E�R�P�E�L�Q�J�´���L�I���,�U�D�Q���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���D�J�U�H�H���W�R���D���Q�H�Z���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���G�H�D�O���>�����@���7�K�L�V���S�K�R�Q�H���F�D�O�O���D�O�V�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W��
�7�U�X�P�S�¶�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W���O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���/�H�D�G�H�U���$�O�L���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L demanded that Iran dissolve the Iraqi 
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF).[60]  The PMF is an Iraqi security service that includes many 
Iranian -backed Iraqi militias. Iranian Ambassador to Iraq Mohammad Kazem al Sadiq said on March 
�������W�K�D�W���7�U�X�P�S�¶�V���G�H�P�D�Q�G���W�R �G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�H���W�K�H���3�0�)���L�V���³�X�Q�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H�´���W�R���E�R�W�K���,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���,�U�D�T���>�����@ 

Arabian Peninsula  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas 
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�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen  

�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip  

The Yemeni Media Minister in Aden, Muammar al Eryani, claimed on March 26 that 
�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V�� �R�I�� �+�R�X�W�K�L�� �I�L�J�K�W�H�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �I�R�U�P�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �³�1�D�V�U�D�O�O�D�K�� �%�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�´�� �L�Q�� �,�U�D�T���>�����@��Eryani 
claimed that the battalion is comprised of around 700 -1,200 Houthi fighters who fled from Syria to Iraq 
after the fall of the Assad regime.  The director of the Canada-based Iraqi Observatory for Rights and 
Freedom similarly  stated on April 1 that the Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) is  integrating 
�+�R�X�W�K�L���I�L�J�K�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���³�1�D�V�U�D�O�O�D�K���%�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�´���D�Q�G���+�R�X�W�K�L���G�U�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���P�L�V�V�L�O�H���H�[�S�H�U�W�V���L�Q�W�R���3�0�)���X�Q�L�W�V���L�Q��
Diyala, Baghdad, and Jurf al Sakhr.[63] The director was likely referring to Iranian -backed Iraqi 
militias that are part of the PMF. Jurf al S akhr is a previously Sunni town south of Baghdad that Iranian -
backed Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbollah occupied after committing acts of sectarian cleansing against the 
previous residents. A CENTCOM airstrike in Jurf al Sakhr in July 2024 killed a Houthi drone 
expert.[64]  

These reports, if accurate, would be consistent with the growing Houthi cooperation with Iranian -
backed Iraqi militias in recent months. The Houthis reportedly operate three offices across Iraq and a 
training camp in a town controlled by Kataib Hezbollah i n Diyala Province, according to the Royal 
United Services Institute (RUSI).[65] RUSI noted on March 19 that PMF fighters have reportedly 
deployed to Yemen in recent months to train Houthi fighters in combat technology. Iraqi politicians 
have claimed that the Iraqi federal government seeks to limit Houthi military activity in Iraq out of 
concern for potential US action against the Houthis in Iraq.[66]  

US Central Command (CENTCOM) has conducted at least 27 airstrikes targeting Houthi 
infrastructure and leadership in Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen since CTP -ISW's last 
data cutoff on March 31.[67] �&�(�1�7�&�2�0���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�U�H�H���D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H�V���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶��
al Dailami Airbase near Sanaa International Airport.[68] CENTCOM also targeted Houthi sites near 
Jabal al Nabi Shuyab in Bani Matar District, Sanaa Governorate, and on Kamran Island, Hudaydah 
Governorate.[69]  
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The Houthis claimed on March 31 that they shot down a US MQ -9 Reaper drone between 
Majzar District, Marib Governorate, and al Hazm City, al Jawf Governorate, in 
northeastern Houthi -controlled territory in Yemen.[70] The Houthis claimed that they have 
shot down 16 US drones since the start of the October 7 War.[71] The Houthis published footage that 
purportedly shows the debris of the intercepted drone.[72] CTP-�,�6�:���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���Y�H�U�L�I�\���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶���F�O�D�L�P�� 

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 
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�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip                            

�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized our 
Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and Iranian 
efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, including t he Palestinian Territories. Given that Israel 
and its partners have destroyed Hamas' military organization and severed the group's ability to 
resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of communication with 
Hezbollah and Ham as through Syria.     

Iranian Decision -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy  

The Iranian rial depreciated from 1,033,000 rials to one US dollar on March 31 to 
1,035,000 rials to one US dollar on April 1.[73]  

The United States sanctioned six entities and two individuals based in Iran, the United 
�$�U�D�E���(�P�L�U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�6���³�P�D�[�L�P�X�P���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�´���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q��
against Iran.[74] The United States sanctioned these entities and individuals for procuring 
components for Iranian companies involved in the Iranian drone and missile programs, including Qods 
Aviation Industries and Shahid Bagheri Industrial Group.  

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends 
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly based on regional events.  

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with 
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence o r 
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian 
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually 
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing 
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian regional  strategy.  

  

 



12  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

[1] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1906997874011132363 ; https://www.ynetnews dot 
com/article/byeeoit6kg  

[2] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1906997874011132363  

[3] https://www.reuters.com/world/middle -east/airplanes-fly-low-over-lebanons-beirut -huge-
blasts-heard-reuters-witnesses-say-2025-04-01/  

[4] https://www.ynetnews dot com/article/byeeoit6kg ; 
https://x.com/AvivaKlompas/status/1906947658666901866  

[5] https://www.timesofisrael dot com/katz -idf -will -stay-at-5-points-in-southern-lebanon-
regardless-of-border-dispute-talks/  

[6] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran -update-december-5-2024 ; 
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran -update-february-2-2025 

[7] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran -update-december-5-2024 ; 
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran -update-february-2-2025 ; 
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran -update-march-31-2025 

[8] https://www.gov dot il/en/pages/aviv2025  

[9] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1404/01/11/3283982  

[10] https://www.thetimes.com/world/middle -east/article/iran -russia-nuclear-talks-deal-lfzbdh7z7 

[11] https://x.com/Ahmadnaderi_ir/status/1906701009214185917  

[12] https://www.iranintl.com/202411164408 ; 
https://x.com/Ahmadnaderi_ir/status/1865703381123084489  

[13] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran -update-march-7-2025 

[14] https://www.axios.com/2025/03/30/trump -iran -nuclear-deal-bombing 

[15] https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey -moves-take-control -syrias-strategic-t4-air-base-
sources 

[16] https://www.reuters.com/world/middle -east/syrias-sharaa-discuss-defense-pact-with -turkeys-
erdogan-sources-say-2025-02-04/  

[17] https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey -moves-take-control -syrias-strategic-t4-air-base-
sources  

[18] https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/army -news/army -news-2024/turkey -successfully-
tests-hisar-o-medium-range-surface-to-air -missile; https://missiledefenseadvocacy.org/defense -
systems/hisar-2/  

[19] https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey -moves-take-control -syrias-strategic-t4-air-base-
sources  



13  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

[20] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1903203544003465615 ; 
https://x.com/idfonline/status/1904373127896805728; https://t.me/AbomosaabSharkea/139671; 
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1903535555419210126  

[21] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1903203544003465615 ; 
https://x.com/idfonline/status/1904373127896805728; https://t.me/AbomosaabSharkea/139671; 
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1903535555419210126  

[22] https://www.jpost dot com/middle -east/article -848349 

[23] https://www.jpost dot com/middle -east/article -848349  

[24] https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey -moves-take-control -syrias-strategic-t4-air-base-
sources 

[25] https://x.com/clashreport/status/1901562987992752248 ; https://npasyria dot com/208096/  

[26] https://x.com/clashreport/status/1901562987992752248 ; https://npasyria dot com/208096; 
https://x.com/thiqanewsagency/status/1897595848059388302  

[27] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23714  

[28] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23714; https://www.rudaw dot net/turkish/kurdistan/010420253    

[29] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23714  

[30] https://x.com/ScharoMaroof/status/1907008948479074600; https://www.rudaw dot 
net/turkish/kurdistan/010420253     

[31] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23714   

[32] https://t.me/G_CSyriaa/593  

[33] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23714   

[34] https://x.com/HalabTodayTV/status/1875549511730524572; 
https://x.com/Charles_Lister/status/1907091041557029175; 
https://x.com/DeirEzzore/status/1883482361473433947; 
https://x.com/SOHEB2019/status/1898866796511604958  

[35] https://x.com/SOHEB2019/status/1906860993365352826  

[36] https://x.com/SiyamandAli/status/1903747611082764775  

[37] https://x.com/AlawiteMediaLab/status/1907051652705591773 ; 
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=122113569512800443&id=61574013302761 ; 
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=650448781049469&id=100082530592402 ; 
https://x.com/Alawite MediaLab/status/1906978455519981806 ; 
https://www.facebook.com/CoastSyrian24/posts/122115609530795072 ;  

[38] https://x.com/AlawiteMediaLab/status/1907051652705591773  



14  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

[39] https://x.com/AlawiteMediaLab/status/1906804541196251618  

[40] https://x.com/AlawiteMediaLab/status/1906804541196251618  

[41] https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1577524586296852 ; 
https://www.facebook.com/EremNewsME/posts/989071390046002  

[42] https://www.reuters.com/world/middle -east/israel-wont-allow-hts-forces-southern-syria-
netanyahu-says-2025-02-23/  

[43] https://www.state.gov/briefings/department -press-briefing -march-31-2025/#post -622133-
SYRIA   

[44] https://www.state.gov/briefings/department -press-briefing -march-31-2025/#post -622133-
SYRIA     

[45] https://www.state.gov/briefings/department -press-briefing -march-31-2025/#post -622133-
SYRIA  

[46] https://www.reuters.com/world/us -gave-syria-list -conditions -partial -sanctions-relief -sources-
say-2025-03-25/   

[47] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran -update-march-26-2025  

[48] https://www.alsumaria dot 
tv/news/politics/521029/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%82
-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AD-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9-
%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A8-
%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7 ; https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy -
analysis/coordination -framework -mili tias-pass-new-anti -lgbtq-legislation  

[49] https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy -analysis/iraqs -endless-electoral-law-debate 

[50] https://www.ninanews dot com/Website/News/Details?key=1195220  

[51] https://baghdadtoday dot news/271166 -%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AD-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9-
%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A8-
%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B8%D8%A7%D8%AA-
(%D9%88%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%82.html 



15  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

[52] https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy -analysis/iraqs -endless-electoral-law-debate 

[53] https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy -analysis/iraqs -endless-electoral-law-debate 

[54] https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy -analysis/iraqs -endless-electoral-law-debate 

[55] https://almadapaper dot net/397838/  

[56] https://x.com/salih_m_iraqi/status/1905319183518150830 ; https://www.shafaq dot 
com/ar/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%
B1-%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83-%D9%81%D9%8A-
%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AF-
%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7 

[57] https://shafaq dot 
com/ar/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%
AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-
%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-
%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D8%B3-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%B9 

[58] https://www.alsumaria dot 
tv/news/politics/521039/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A
-%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B4%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6-
%D9%84%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86 ; 
https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1404/01/12/3284220/  

[59] https://www.axios.com/2025/03/30/trump -iran -nuclear-deal-bombing 

[60] https://x.com/ariel_oseran/status/1905388077448638524  

[61] https://x.com/ariel_oseran/status/1905388077448638524  

[62] https://www dot sabanew.net/story/ar/126833, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiwQEEZ -
kCI)  

[63] https://x.com/adl_alkhza/status/1907058553698869379  

[64] https://www.washingtonpost.com/national -security/2024/08/05/us -strike-iraq-houthi -drone/  

[65] https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/03/19/houthi -yemen-trump -iran -hezbollah-assad-gaza-
airstrikes/  



16  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

[66] https://www.alaraby dot 
co.uk/politics/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-
%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-
%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B6%D9%8A%D9%87 

[67] https://x.com/Alhadath_Ymn/status/1906785120515686652;  

https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906777425213595890;  

https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906855668725731365;  

https://www.saba dot ye/ar/news3459280.htm  

[68] https://x.com/Alhadath_Ymn/status/1906785120515686652  

[69] https://www.saba dot ye/ar/news3459280.htm ; 
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906777425213595890  

[70] https://x.com/army21ye/status/1906822000657437018/photo/2 ; 
https://x.com/Alsakaniali/status/1906836082542485884  

[71] https://x.com/army21ye/status/1906822000657437018/photo/2  

[72] https://x.com/MMY1444/status/1907100648208007670  

[73] bon-bast.com 

[74] https://home.treasury.gov/news/press -releases/sb0066 

 



 

1 Institute for the �6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 

 

Ria Reddy, Katherine Wells, Alexandra Braverman, Andie Parry, Ben Rezaei, Carolyn 
Moorman, George Ekmekjian, Faris Almaari, and Brian Carter  
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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study 
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored 
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests. CTP-ISW publishes 
the Iran Update every weekday.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity, even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

Iran continued to threaten US bases and forces, likely to try to discourage a potential US 
or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid US threats to strike these facilities. 
Iranian armed forces-run Defa Press published a piece on April 2 claiming that Iran "certainly has 
sufficient weapons" to attack Diego Garcia Island.[1] The United States has recently increased its 
military presence at Diego Garcia Island.[2]  The piece stated that US Air Force and Navy "strategic 
assets" and "4000 US soldiers" at Diego Garcia would be "at risk of complete destruction" if the United 
States attacked Iran.[3]  There are normally roughly 400 US military personnel and 2,000 civilian 
contractors at Diego Garcia.[4]  The article outlined the following options for an Iranian attack on US 
assets at Diego Garcia. 

�x Missile and drone attack:  Defa Press stated that Iran could conduct a drone attack "using 
advanced Shahed 136 drones."[5]  Iran unveiled the Shahed-136B drone in September 2024 and 
claimed it has a range of 4000 kilometers (km). [6]  The original Shahed-136 drone has a 
maximum speed of 185 km per hour, which means it would take about 20 hours to reach Diego 
Garcia from the southernmost city in Iran. Iran previously launched about 170 drones in their 
April 2024 attack on Israel, none o �I���Z�K�L�F�K���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���D�L�U�V�S�D�F�H�����L�Q���S�D�U�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���G�U�R�Q�H�¶�V��
slow speed enabled allied aircraft to intercept and destroy the drones.[7]  The drones launched 
from Iran would have taken roughly nine hours to reach Israel, though Israel had the benefit of 
a plethora of Israeli and allied land -based aircraft available to intercept drones.[8]  Defa Press 
also stated that Iran could use ballistic and cruise missiles, including Khorramshahr ballistic 
missiles, at "close range" to Diego Garcia.[9]  Iran's stockpile of medium -range missiles and 
ability to manufacture some advanced ballistic missiles have been severely depleted following 
the April and October 2024 Israeli airstrikes on Iran, but Iran would presumably expend a large 
proportion of its r emaining stockpile in the event of a strike on its nuclear facilities. [10]  Iran 
would need to significantly decrease the payload of its drones and missiles or otherwise alter the 
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weight of the drones and missiles themselves to launch a land-based attack with sufficient range 
to hit Diego Garcia. 

�x Naval drone and missile attack launched from surface vessels:  Defa Press also 
threatened that Iran could hit targets in the Indian Ocean using surface vessels, presumably its 
drone carriers and others, to launch cruise missiles and drones.[11] This would�² in theory �² allow 
Iranian ships to get closer to Diego Garcia. Such vessels lack the necessary countermeasures to 
seriously defend themselves against US naval action, however. 

Iran still retains a large number of short -range ballistic missiles that it could use to strike 
other US bases in the Middle East, however. Senior Iranian officials have repeatedly threatened 
in recent weeks to attack US bases and forces in the Gulf countries.[12] An unspecified Iranian official 
told the Wall Street Journal that "each American soldier will be an individual target" if the United 
States attacks Iran.[13] Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' Aerospace Commander Brigadier General 
Amir Ali Hajizadeh similarly stated that the United States has "at least 10 bases and over 50,000 troops" 
near Iran that Iran could target. [14] Iran has previously attacked US bases in Iraq, Syria, and Jordan, 
and the Houthis have previously targeted al Dhafra Airbase in Abu Dhabi, which hosts US and French 
personnel.[15] 
 
 

Hezbollah may be using networks abroad to help it reconstitute its military capabilities 
in Lebanon. Spanish security forces detained three individuals residing in Barcelona, Spain, on April 
1 on suspicion of purchasing drone components on behalf of Hezbollah.[16] Hezbollah has probably 
long used its international networks to procure some weapons and drone components, though it could 
decide to prioritize these efforts after the collapse of Assad and the setbacks caused by Israel.[17] 
 
 

These individuals are likely part of a larger, Spain-based Hezbollah cell that has been procuring drone 
parts through European front companies for Hezbollah since at least 2015.[18]  Spanish media reported 
that the three individuals arrested on April 1 resided on the same street as another group of Hezbollah-
affiliated individuals that Spanish police detained in 2024 for producing over 1,000 drones for 
Hezbollah.[19] Spanish media noted that the investigation that led to the arrest of the three individuals 
on April 1 has also led to the arrests of an unspecified number of individuals in France and the United 
Kingdom. [20]  
 
 

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and interim government appear to be reaching a 
series of agreements to redistribute territory after signing a comprehensive ceasefire on 
March 10. [21]  The SDF agreed to withdraw from two historically Kurdish neighborhoods in Aleppo 
City on April 1.[22]  An interim government official said that the withdrawal agreement is the first step 
toward the comprehensive agreement between the SDF and interim government.[23]  Local sources 
subsequently reported that the SDF withdrew from the Tishreen Dam and Qara Qozak Bridge on April 
2, where they have fought the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army (SNA) since December 2024.[24]  
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An anti -SDF source also claimed that the SDF would withdraw from Deir Hafer, Nasiriyah, and 
Maskanah south of the dam along Highway 4 after leaving Tishreen Dam and Qara Qozak Bridge.[25]  
�6�\�U�L�D�Q���V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�'�)�¶�V���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���Z�D�V��
the result of �³�D�� �S�U�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�U�\�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�´�� �W�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �D�� �G�H�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�L�]�H�G�� �]�R�Q�H�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
sites.[26]  �$�� �³�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���´�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �G�D�P�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �L�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
Tishreen Dam area.[27]  Dam employees were allowed to remain in the area to permit the electrical 
plant to continue its regular functions during the last ceasefire agreement between the SDF and the 
SNA in December 2024.[28]  Syrian Kurdish sources have refuted the reports that the SDF withdrew 
from its positions on the western bank of the Euphrates River.[29]  Official SDF and interim government 
sources have not commented on the rumored SDF withdrawal or agreement at the time of this writing.  
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Key Takeaways:  

�x Iranian Nuclear Program: Iran continued to threaten US bases and forces, likely to try to 
discourage a potential US or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid US threats to strike 
these facilities. Iranian media said that Iran could attack Diego Garcia using very long-range 
one-way attack drones or by using a naval surface combatant to launch drones and cruise 
missiles. 

�x Hezbollah Reconstitution:  Hezbollah may be using networks abroad to help it reconstitute 
its military capabilities in Lebanon. Spanish security forces detained three individuals residing 
in Barcelona, Spain, on April 1 on suspicion of purchasing drone components on behalf of 
Hezbollah. These individuals are likely part of a larger, Spain-based Hezbollah cell that has been 
procuring drone parts through European front companies for Hezbollah since at least 2015. 

�x SDF -Syrian Interim Government Agreement: The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and 
interim government appear to be reaching a series of agreements to redistribute territory after 
signing a comprehensive ceasefire on March 10. 

Syria  
 
 

The Syrian interim government is attempting to address local concerns amid continued 
murders and violence committed by government -backed forces.  Two interim Syrian 
government soldiers assassinated the mukhtar, or village head, of Harf al Benmira and five other men 
present in his home on March 31.[30]  The local Syrian security force commander reported that the 
perpetrators were from a police unit in the al Dinsa area of Tartous and that the perpetrators had been 
arrested on March 31.[31] The interim government removed all those associated with the violence in 
Harf al Benmira from al Dinsa on March 31. [32]  The group based in al Dinsa was also reportedly firing 
their weapons into the air and the sea, which caused fear among local residents and a breakdown in 
relations between the residents and local security forces.[33]  The Syrian Civil Peace Commitee, which 
Syrian President Ahmed al Shara created after the spate of sectarian violence on the Syrian coast in 
�H�D�U�O�\�� �0�D�U�F�K���� �Y�L�V�L�W�H�G�� �+�D�U�I�� �D�O�� �%�H�Q�P�L�U�D�� �W�R�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�µ�V�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�N��
justice.[34]  Committee member Dr. Anas Ayrouth, who Shara recently appointed to the Supreme Fatwa 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���� �W�R�O�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�V�V�D�L�O�D�Q�W�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� ���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�G�L�F�L�D�U�\���´[35]  �$�\�U�R�X�W�K�¶�V��
statement is a positive step, but it will need to be backed by public, transparent trials that demonstrate 
to the local population that suspects are being held accountable. 
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Israel reneged on its promise on April 2 to provide Israeli work visas to Syrian Druze 
agricultural workers. [36]  �,�V�U�D�H�O���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���Z�R�U�N���Y�L�V�D�V���W�R�����G�R�]�H�Q�V�³���R�I��
Syrian Druze to work on various agricultural and construction projects in the Golan Heights. [37]  Israel 
has increased diplomatic outreach to the Druze community in Syria since the fall of the Assad regime, 
such as by facilitating the visit of clerics from Syria to a religious shrine in the Israeli -controlled Golan 
Heights.[38]  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel Katz directed the 
�,�'�)���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������W�R���´�S�U�H�S�D�U�H���W�R���G�H�I�H�Q�G���W�K�H���'�U�X�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�´���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D��[39]  The 
Druze community is highly diverse, and loyalty to a particular leader within the community varies 
across Israel, Lebanon, and Syria.[40]  

Syrian General Security forces arrested two former Assad regime members who 
attempted to carry out an attack on a security checkpoint in Bustan al Dour, Damascus 
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City. [41]  Syrian security forces seized at least two handguns, several grenades, and forged military IDs 
from the two attackers.[42]  A Syrian source reported that the two individuals were former members of 
�W�K�H�� �´�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �)�R�U�F�H�V�´�� �D�Q�G�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �%�D�D�W�K�L�V�W�� �D�Q�W�L-Israel militia. [43]  �7�K�H�� �´�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �'�H�I�H�Q�V�H��
�)�R�U�F�H�V�´�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �%�D�D�W�K�L�V�W�� �S�D�U�D�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�U�D�L�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �,�U�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�� �W�K�D�W�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\��
became part of the Assad regime in 2014.[44]  

 

Iraq  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  
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