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Iran continues to threaten the United States with military action to dissuade the United

States from a strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid new US threats to strike the

nuclear facilities. 86 SBUHVLGHQW 'RQDOG 7UXPS VWDWHG RQ ODUFK v
Iran does not make a new nuclear deal.[1] Trump added that he would impose secondary tariffs on Iran
if Iran made no progress towards a deal.[2] Secondary tariffs would impose sanctions on countries that
trade with Iran. US officials have previously threatened military action against Iran if there were no
direct negotiations.[3] Iranian officials have said they are o pen to indirect negotiations, though they
reject direct negotiations with the United States.[4] Senior Iranian officials have also repeatedly
threatened to strike US interests in the region since at least January 2025, likely to shape US decision
making and discourage a US or Israeli attack on Iran's nuclear program.[5] An unspecified senior
Iranian military official told the Telegraph on March 29 that Iran would attack any base "used by
Americans" to attack Iran.[6] Iranian threats to attack US allies in the region may aim to discourage
allies from allowing the United States to use their facilities out of fear of Iranian retaliation.

Iranian officials have recently threatened the following responses to a US -Israeli strike
on Iran. These courses of action are not mutually exclusive.

x Attack US bases and forces : Iranian officials have repeatedly explicitly threatened to attack
US bases and forces in the region in recent months.[7] An unspecified senior Iranian military
official told Western media on March 29 that Iran would target Diego Garcia Island in the Indi an
Ocean if the United States attacked Iran.[8] The United States has recently increased its military
presence at Diego Garcia Island, according to commercially available satellite imagery.[9] An
anonymous official also told Tehran Times that Iran's missil e launchers at its underground bases
are loaded with missiles and "ready for launch."[10] Iran's reported current maximum missile
range is 2000 kilometers (km), and its reported maximum drone range is around 2500km.[11]
Diego Garcia Island is located about3700km from Iran's southernmost city, Pasabandar. Iran
would need to significantly decrease the payload of the warhead on its mediumrange missiles
or otherwise decrease missile weight to launch a successful attack on Diego Garcia. Iran could
target other US facilities in the region if it chose to do so. Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) Air Force Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh threatened on March 31 that US bases
LQ WKH UHJLRQ DUH 3VLWWLQJ LQ D JODVV KRXVH QHDU ,UD!
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x Disrupt international trade : IRGC Navy Commander Admiral Alireza Tangsiri suggested on
March 29 that Iran may close the Strait of Hormuz if the United States and Israel attack Iran.[13]
Tangsiri also threatened to seize ships if Iranian ships were seized.

x Conduct a direct attack on Israel: Senior Iranian military commanders have recently
resurfaced threats to conduct another missile attack on Israel.[14] Iran unveiled its latest
precision-JXLGHG EDOOLVWLF PLVVLOH FDOOHG WKH 3(WHPDG"~
referred to the missile DV WKH 3, VUDHOL EDOOLVWLF PLVVLOH" EHFDX
across lIsrael.[16] Iran's stockpile of medium-range missiles, or missiles that can reach Israel,
has been severely depleted following the April and October 2024 Israeli airstrikes on Iran,
however.

Iranian officials have publicly stated that they are unwilling to make concessions to reach

a new nuclear deal with the United States under President Trump's desired timeline or

terms. ,UDQLDQ VRXUFHV VWDWHG WKDW 7UXPSYV ODUFK OHWWHI
included demands that Iran curtail its missile program and its role in supporting its proxies and
partners in the Axis of Resistance.[17] A senior Iranian military o fficial stated on March 29 that Iran
ZLOO QHYHU QHIJRWLDWH" RQ LWV PLVVLOHV RU WKH 3FIB®DELC
previously assessed that Iran is unlikely to agree to curtail its missile program or the Axis of Resistance
because todo so would cause it to lose the primary means with which it seeks to expel the United States

from the region and establish itself as the regional hegemon. An unspecified senior Iranian source
separately told a UK-based, Gultlinked outlet that Trump's let ter refers to the "zero enrichment”
approach.[19] It remains unclear if Iran is willing to reverse significant progress on its nuclear program

to meet the terms. Western media also reported in mid-March that Trump's letter set a two -month
deadline to reach a new nuclear deal.[20] Prior negotiations for the 2015 nuclear deal, or Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), took 20 months to negotiate.

Iran is likely rebuilding its solid -fuel propellant stocks after Israeli strikes damaged key

production sites in October 2024. [21] The sanctioned Iranian cargo vessel Jairan, which is
carrying sodium perchlorate, a chemical used to make solid missile fuel, arrived near Bandar Abbas,
Hormozgan Province, around March 29.[22] Marine Traffic and Maritime Executive confirmed that the

Jairan, one of two Iranian Shipping Lines (IRISL) vessels sanctioned for transporting missile materials,

is waiting near the Gheshm and Hormoz islands. Western officials told The Financial Times in January

2025 that Golbon and Jairan would deliver over 1,100 tons of sodium perchlorate to Iran.[23] The
,5*&MTV 6HOI 6XIILFLHQF\ -LKDG 2UJDQL]DWLRQ 66-2 ZKLFK SDUW
development, received most of the shipment offloaded by Golbon on February 13.[24] Israeli strikes in
October 2024 damaged three major long-range missile production sites in Iran, including the Shahroud
Military Site in Semnan Province and the Khojir and Parchin complexes in Tehran Province.[25] Th e
WUDQVIHU RI WKH -DLUDQYV FDUJR WR RQH RI WKHVH ORFDWLRC
long-range missile production capabilities after the Israeli strikes. Iran could also transfer the sodium
perchlorate to a facility that produces short-range ballistic missiles.

Iran continues to coordinate with Russia and China on nuclear issues. Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister for Legal and International Affairs Kazem Gharibabadi met with Russian Ambassador
to Iran Alexey Dedov in Tehran on March 31 to discuss nuclear talks and sanctions relief.[26]
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Gharibabadi said Iran, Russia, and China will continue trilateral meetings and that Russia invited him

to a UN Charter group meeting in Moscow in mid -April. The meeting follows a March 14 joint statement

from Russia, China, and Iran that condemned US sanctiLRQV DQG GHVFULEHG ,UDQTYV C
SSHDFHIXO "> @ ,W UHPDLQV XQFOHDU ZKDW ,UDQ KRSHV WR JDlL
China plan to support Tehran under growing US pressure. CTRISW previously assessed that Russia is
unlikey WR VHFXUH 86 LQWHUHVWYV WKURXJK PHGLDWLRQ SDUWLFX
support of the Axis of Resistance.[28]

Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara appointed loyalists to key cabinet positions in

the new transitional government while nominally broadening his ruling coalition by

appointing several minorities and technocrats to less -critical ministries. Shara announced

the appointments of 23 transitional ministers to his cabinet during a press conference on March 29.[29]

These ministers are expected to remain in power until the transitional government cedes power to a

new, elected government after a fiveyear interim period.[30] Shara replaced the majority of former

interim ministers with new appointments and appointed one woman, one Christian, one Alawite, one

Druze, and two Kurds to lead ministries within his government.[31] Shara also appointed nine
"LEHSHQGHQW"™ PLQLVWHUV LQFOXGLQJ YDULRXV SURIHVMiaRQD
ministers who served in their positions before the civil war.[32] He also dismissed the former interim

justice minister, who was an ex-Jabhat al Nusra official.[3 3] These are undoubtedly positive steps
towards a representative transitional government, but Shara still prioritized maintaining his control

over key ministries such as defense, interior, foreign affairs, and justice by appointing Hayat Tahrir al

Sham (HTS)-affiliated officials or former HTS -controlled Syrian Salvation Government (SSG) officials

to these posts.[34] He also appointed former HTS and SSG officials to the less important ministries of
energy, local administration and environment, public works a nd housing, youth and sports, and
administrative development.[35] The decision to expand his transitional cabinet to include minorities

DQG *QHZFRPHUV" IROORZV ZLGHVSUHDG FRQFHUQ WKDW 6KDU!
loyalists while blocking opp RUWXQLWLHYVY WR UHSUHVHQW 6\ULDYfV YDULR.
transitional government.[36] Shara previously appointed a cabinet nearly entirely composed of
bureaucrats that formerly served in the Idlib -based SSG.[37]

6KDUDYV DSSRLQW P H-W¥ Voy&istsQARKRY positions suggest Shara hopes to
FRQWLQXH WR PDLQWDLQ KLV RZQ DQG +76TV LQIOXHQFH ZLWKL
Shara has appointed or reappointed close advisers and allies from HTS to oversee portfolios directly
concerning internal security and state stability. Shara has retained two of his most trusted advisors,

Major General Marhaf Abu Qasra and Asaad al Shaibanj as ministers of defense and foreign affairs,
respectively.[38] Former al Qaeda in Iraq and Jabhat al Nusra member Anas Khattab has transitioned
IURP LQWHOOLJHQFH FKLHI WR ,QWHULRU OLQLVWHU ZKHUH KH Z
border control, and intelligence services.[39] The United States and the UN sanctioned Khattab in 2012

and 2014, respectively, for his association with AQI.[40] It is not clear if or who Shara will appoint to
directly oversee Syrian intelligence services,givHQ WKH H[SDQVLRQ RI .KDWWDETfV UR
SNH\ +76 LGHRORJXH  DQG 6XQQL VFKRODU 0D]KDU DO :DLV DV K
UHSRUWHG WKDW :DLV KDV VHUYHG DV D "VHQLRU OHJDO ILJXUH"
high-OHYHO PHHWLQJV ZLWKRXW KDYLQJ EHHQ DSSRLQWHG WR DQ
these loyalists in these roles will enable him to shape the trajectory of the Syrian government and its
security services, which could allow him to maintain his rule well into the future. Qasra, Shaibani,
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.KDWWDE DQG :DLVYV DSSRLQWPHQWYV VXJIJHVW WKDW 6KDUD L
ministries that directly concern internal security and state stability, and it could enable him to sideline
rivals as he did during his rule of Idlib.

Shara notably did not place visible loyalists in ministries that would allow Syrian Islamists to remake

Syrian society in their image. Shara has allowed norHTS officials to lead ministries that directly
influence Syrian society, including education, infor mation, communications, and religious
endowments.[43] These ministries 2 particularly education 2 can be used to remake the next generation

of a country by altering textbooks. The Assad regime and other Middle Eastern autocratic regimes? like

the Houthis in Yemen and ISIS 2 have created educational materials to brainwash the next generation.
Shara probably recognized that placing loyalists or ideologues in these roles would have earned him
significant international blowback and created more challenges for his effort to remove sanctions. Shara
FRXOG VWLOO HPSOR\ D 3VXSHUYLVRU\" VAIVWHP LQ ZKLFK GHSXW
real power while the minister serves as a figurehead.

6KDUDYV QHZ WUDQVLWLRQDO JRYHUQPHQW LV XQOLNHO\ WR
communities about the future of minority representation in the transitional government

DQG WKH WUDMHFWRU\ RBbBKXDMNDPA W QKDWH SUHIHUHQFH ITRU 6XQ
minorities, and the lack of appointees from other strong Syrian parties like the Kurdish Syrian
Democratic Council (SDC) or Kurdish National Council (KNC) has already led several minority -
dominated gro XSV WR FRQGHPSDKW IRHUQPHQW "> @ 7KH $ODZLWH
remains deeply fearful of the new transitional government after the recent coastal massacres. The SDC
GHFULHG WKH QHZ JRYHUQPHQW DV 30DUJH QddKR&dh hedeRramhe> @
.1& "ZLOO QRW SDUWLFLSDWH LQ D JRYHUQPHQW WKDW GRHV QRW
7KH RIILFLDO ZDUQHG WKDW WKH .XUGV KDYH EHHQ LJQRUHG IRU
Kurdish criticis m over exclusion from the National Dialogue Conference, the drafting of the
constitutional declaration, and the recent appointments.[47] Fear among key Kurdish powerbrokers
WKDW 6KDUD ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR H[FOXGH WKHLU foBnmatiow tigdsy [UF
GLVUXSWLQJ WKH 6\ULDQ LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQWYV HIIRUWV WR L
the Syrian state.

The separatist Druze PDMRULW\ 6XZD\GD OLOLWDU\ &RXQFLO 60&lorDOVF
government during a press conference on March 30.[48] The group called on Shara to form a
JRYHUQPHQW WKDW "UHSUHVHQWY DOO 6\UL Dbup of Brezse RYQter QWi = >
ZHUH SUHYLRXVO\ DOLJQHG ZLWK WKH $VVDG UHJLPH > @ $ :HVW
NQRZQ™ ZLWKLQ WKH '"UX]H FRPPXQLW\ WKDW WKH 60& KDV FRQQI
Israeli Druze community.[51] | t does not appear that the SMC represents a majority of the Syrian Druze
SRSXODWLRQ 7KDW PXOWLSOH FDPSV DFURVYV 6\ULD FRQWLQXH
QRW KHOS JURZ WKH JRYHUQPHQWYYV OHJLWLPDF\ KRZHYHU

Shara appointed fifteen members to the Supreme Fatwa Council via presidential decree

on March 28.[52] 6KDUDYV GHFUHH VDLG WKDW WKH FRXQFLO ZRXOG L
explain Sharia rulings on cases that are referred to the council, appoint muftis and fatwa committees in
Syrian provinces, and supervise fatwa centers in the provinces.[53] The Supreme Council of Fatwa will

rule on decisions by majority vote, and Shara will vote as a tiebreaker if needed.[54] HTS established a
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Supreme Fatwa Council in Idlib in 2019 that Shara effectively controlled and used to sideline his
KDUGOLQH ,VODPLVW ULYDOV > @ 6KDUDYV DELOLW\ WR XVH WKt
of influence over a majority of its council membe rs. Several notable HTSaffiliated scholars, including
Sheikh Abdul Rahim Atun, former HTS -backed Supreme Fatwa Council member Anas Ayrut, and new
Minister of Justice Mazhar al Wais, sit on the new council.[56]

6KDUD DSSRLQWHG 6KHLNK 2VDPD DO 5LIDL DV WKH FRXQFLOTV
which was a body of Sunni Islamic scholars that opposed the Assad regime, appointed Rifai as the Grand
Mufti in Syria in 2021 after the regime abolished the office.[58] Rifai has connections to Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the Muslim Brotherhood.[59]

Key Takeaways:

x Iranian Nuclear Program: Iran continues to threaten the United States with military action
to dissuade the United States from a strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid new US threats to
VWULNH WKH QXFOHDU IDFLOLWLHY 86 3UHVLGHQW 'RQDOG
abombing" if Iran does not make a new nuclear deal. Iranian officials also threatened to attack
US allies enabling a strike, may aim to discourage allies from allowing the United States to use
their facilities out of fear of Iranian retaliation. Iran has ex plicitly identified three possible
responses to an attack on its nuclear facilities: retaliation against US bases and forces in the
region, disruption of international trade in the Straits of Hormuz, and another attack on Israel.

x Iranian Ballistic Missiles: Iran is likely rebuilding its solid fuel propellant stocks after Israeli
strikes damaged key production sites in October 2024. Iran will presumably need to transport
new solid fuel precursors to its production facilites. 7KH WUDQVIHU RI WKH -DLLU
production facility used to product long -range missiles would suggest that Iran is trying to
rebuild its long -range missile production capabilities after the Israeli strikes. Iran could also
transfer the sodium perchlorate to a facility that produces short -range ballistic missiles.

x Syrian Transitional Government: Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara appointed
loyalists to key cabinet positions in the new transitional government while nominally broadening
his ruling coalition by appointing several minorities and technocrats to less -critical ministries.
Shara notably did not place visible loyalists in ministries that would allow Syrian Islamists to
remake Syrian society in their image. Shara has allowed norHTS officials to lead ministries that
directly influence Syrian society, including education, information, co mmunications, and
religious endowments.

x Syrian Supreme Fatwa Council: Shara appointed fifteen members to the Supreme Fatwa
&RXQFLO YLD SUHVLGHQWLDO GHFUHH RQ ODUFK 6KDUDYV
new fatwas on new developments, explain Sharia rulings on cases that are referred to the council,
appoint muftis and fatwa committees in Syrian provinces, and supervise fatwa centers in the
provinces.
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Syria

The SDF and the Turkish  -backed Syrian National Army have continued limited

engagements in northern Syria since March 28. The SDF reportedly attempted to advance on

SNA positions along the western bank of the Euphrates River near Tishreen Dam on March 29.[60] The

pace of engagements has declined between Turkistbacked forces and the SDF along these lines of
contact since early March. Turkish airstrikes targeting the SDF have also declined. A Democratic Union

Party (PYD) foreign relations co-FKDLU VDLG RQ ODUFK WKDW "VHULRXV HII
ceasefire between the SDF and Turkey.[61] The SDF and Syrian interimgovernment reached an initial
ceasefire in early March that would place the SDF under the Defense Ministry.[62] Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan told Russian President Vladimir Putin on March 28 that he supports integrating

the SDF into the Syrian Defense Ministry.[63]
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The Suwayda Military Council (SMC) announced its objectives and various units on

March 30, indicating that the SMC is developing a formalized, organized structure.[64]

The SMC is a group of Druze fighters who were previously aligned with the Assad regime, and some
Druze sources in Suwayda claim that Israel is supporting the SMC.[65] An unspecified SMC
commander announced on March 30 that the SMC is comprised of sixteen units, including a Special
Tasks Brigade, a Political Bureau, an Artillery Department, an Administrative and Financial
Department, an Organizational Department, and an Anti -Terrorism Battalion.[66] The unidentified
FRPPDQGHU VWDWHG WKDW WKH OLOLWDU\ &RXQFLOuV WDVNV DU
Suwayda, preserving unity, establishing a safe environment that guarantees freedoms, and
coordinating with all natonal DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO IRUFHV WKDW "VHHN WR
This announcement follows the March 21 attack by SMC members on Military Council leader Colonel
7DULT DO 6KRXILTV KRPH LQ 6XZD\GD 3URYLQFH G X steted tAad D\ H C
did not agree to pay salaries and that the SMC has not fully formalized into a structure that would
require him to compensate members.[69] The SMC does not have a formal relationship with the interim

Syrian government and rejected the interim government cabinet announced on March 29.[70]

Pro -Assad insurgents have continued attacks on interim Syrian government forces since

March 28. Former Assad regime members attacked a police station in Latakia City on March 29.[71]
Former Assad regime members separately attacked a Syrian security force patrol in Najha, south of
Damascus, on March 30.[72] Security forces killed two of the attackers.[73] Interim Syrian government
forces then executed a cordonand-search operation in Najha.[74]
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Intelligence from local informants enabled a government raid targeting a weapons and

explosives storage site in al Waer, Homs City, suggesting that the insurgents have little

to no support in al Waer. [75] Forces acting on the tip from locals raided a weapons warehouse used

by pro-Assad insurgents.[76] Forces seized small arms ammunition and RPGs that insurgents could

have used in an attack.[77] The Assad regime besieged al Waer during the Syrian CiviWar, so,
unsurprisingly, local residents would be unwilling to support insurgents who support the former regime

or its structures. Accurate, actionable intelligence from the locals suggests that al Waer is a relatively
non-permissive environment for the in surgents, who would need to secure at least tacit acquiescence
WR WKHLU DFWLYLWLHVY WR HVWDEOLVK D EDVH RI RSHUDWLRQV
track down the informant will be a strong indicator of their relative power in western Homs City.

The insurgents may have been using al Waer as a temporary way station to move weapons into the city
rather than a long-term stockpile. The seized cache was relatively small, and al Waer is located on the
western outskirts of Homs City just north of the M1 Highway that connects Homs and the Alawite-
majority coastal provinces. This would make it a logical waypoint between the Alawite-majority areas
DQG +RPV &LW\TV FHQWHU DQG WKH VPDOO FDFKH LV OLNHO\ UHI
quickly.

Counterproductive government operations could threaten to drive support for

insurgents in Talkalakh, Homs Province. Syrian government security forces deployed to
Talkalakh, west of Homs City, on March 30 in response to an insurgent attack that killed two Syrian
soldiers.[78] Local footage circulated on Syrian media appeared to show individuals who had been
beaten or killed by government forces during clearing operations in Talkalakh.[79] Pro -Assad
insurgents have conducted attacks on interim government forces in Talkalakh since the Assad regime
fell in December 2024.[80] Heavy -handed operations will further alienate and inspire fear within the
local population. Insurgents very likely seek to trigger violent government reprisals to generate support
for the insurgency.
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Reports of violence against Alawites continue to permeate across Syrian media, fueling

distrust and fear among the Alawite community. These reports will continue to fuel

support for the majority Alawite insurgent movements regardless of their veracity. Two
interim Syrian government soldiers assassinated the chief of Harf al Benmira and five other men
present in his home on March 31.[81] The local Syrian security force commander reported that the
perpetrators were from a police unit and that they had been arrested.[82] Arrests are insufficient to
maintain the trust of the population unless the perpetrators are also charged and imprisoned through
a fair and transparent judicial process. Locals separately discovered the bodies of 11 executed Alawites
dumped in the Jouber River, Baniyas City, Tartous Province, on March 31.[83] Pro-Alawite media
accused interim government forces of the sectarian attack.[84] The informational effect generated by
these reports fuels a cycle of distrust among the Alawite community, which discourages cooperation
with the interim government. This would enable the insurgents to replace the government as a
legitimate authority, at least in western Syria.[85]

lraq
Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iragi state and society
x Harden the Iraqgi government against internal dissent

Several Iragi Shia tribes have announced that they will boycott the November 2025

parliamentary elections after Iragi nationalist Shia cleric Muqtada al Sadr announced

on March 27 that his Shia National Movement would not participate in the elections.[86]

The Bani Tamim, Bani Kaab, Bani Lam, and al Sawaed tribes, among others, announced on March 28

and 29 that they would boycott the elections.[87] Some of these tribes, including Bani Tamim and Bani

Kaab, previously participated in pro-Sadr demonstrations in Baghdad in August 2022.[88] Sadr
withdrew from politics in August 2022 amid political deadlock after the October 2021 parliamentary
elections.[89] CTP-,6: SUHYLRXVO\ DVVHVVHG WKDW VRPH ,UDTL SROL\
boycott of the upcoming elections could destabilize Iraq.[90]

The leader of Iranian  -backed Iragi militia Asaib Ahl al Haqg, Qais al Khazali, called on the

,UDTL IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW WR FRQIURQW WKH 3HYHQWYV LQ 6
sectarian violence in coastal Syria.[91] Khazali was likely referring to attacks committed by
Syrian interim government forces against Alawites, although the recent sectarian violence in Syria was
committed by both Alawites and Sunnis and began when pro-Assad insurgents attacked interim
government forces in early March 2025.[92] Khazali claimed that Israel, the United States, and an
XQVSHFLILHG $UDE FRXQWU\ VHHN WR GLYLGH 6\ULD DQG ZDUQHC
GDQJHURXV WKUH D W-ISW Rreyvidisly assegeditliad sectarian violence in Syria coud spill

over into Iraq.[94]

Khazali separately criticized Iraqgi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani for removing the Popular
Mobilization Forces (PMF) Law from the parliamentary agenda on March 12, describing the removal of
WKH ODZ DV D 3FULPH "> @ 7KH 30) frMabiizZBtOCBMhittEeRCHat R Eakeid D
al Fayyadh from his post. Khazali accused Sudani of removing the law from parliament to protect
Fayyadh.
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Arabian Peninsula

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas
x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen
x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip

US Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted at least 62 airstrikes targeting Houthi

infrastructure and leadership in Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen since CTP -ISW's last

data cutoff on March 28.[96] CENTCOM conducted at least eight airstrikes targeting three
reportedly new Houthi military bases and ammunition depots in Sanhan District, Sanaa Governorate,

RQ ODUFK > @ &(17&20 DOVR WDUJHWHG WKH +RXWKLVY JRYHL
Govemorate, on March 28.[98]

CENTCOM likely killed Houthi leaders in an airstrike that targeted a vehicle in the Hajjah

government on March 30. An airstrike targeting a lone vehicle is usually intended to eliminate a
significant enemy leader rather than individual low -ranking fighters. CENTCOM struck the vehicle on
the N5 highway in al Tour, Hajjah Governorate, northwestern Yemen, reportedly killi ng two
unidentified individuals.[99]

Senior Houthi officials recently acknowledged that CENTCOM airstrikes have killed Houthi fighters

EXW DOVR GHQLHG WKDW &(17&20V DLUVWULNHV KDYH LPSDF
capabilities.[100] The Houthis conducted three combined missile and drone attacks targeting the USS
Harry S. Truman aircraft carrier and US destroyers in the Red Sea between March 29 and March
30.[101] The attack did not succeed, and CENTCOM did not acknowledge the attacks.
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The Houthis launched a ballistic missile at Ben Gurion Airport in central Israel on March
30.[102] The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) intercepted the missile before it entered Israel
territory.[103]

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip
x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Hezbollah Secretary General Naim Qassem implicitly threatened to resume attacks

targeting Israel or Israeli forces in a speech on March 30.[104] Qassem has previously

failed to attack after making threats against Israel. Qassem reiterated that the Lebanese state

is responsible for implementing the Israel-/ HEDQRQ FHDVHILUH DJUHHPHQW EXW -
SDWLHQFH ZLWK /HEDQRQYYV GLSORPDWLF HIIRUWYV 3KDV D OLPLW
reached, HezboOODK ZLOO "KDYH QR FKRLFH EXW WR UHVRUW WR RWHK
appease hardline Hezbollah elements who feel that Hezbollah needs to act in response to the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) airstrike on March 28 that targeted a Hezbollah drone storage facility in
Beirut.[106] Qassem previously implicitly threatened Israel, but Hezbollah has not fulfilled those
threats.[107] CTP-ISW continues to assess that Hezbollah's central leadership is unlikely to approve

any attacks targeting Israel at this time as it would almost certainly risk major Israeli reprisals.[108]

CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized our
Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and Iranian
efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, includingt he Palestinian Territories. Given that Israel
and its partners have destroyed Hamas's military organization and severed the group's ability to
resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of communication with
Hezbollah and Ha mas through Syria.

Iranian Decision  -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy

The Iranian rial appreciated from 1,042,000 rials to one US dollar on March 28 to
1,033,000 rials to one US dollar on March 31.[109]

Iranian  President Masoud Pezeshkian and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

discussed future opportunities for economic cooperation in a phone call on March

29.[110] Pezeshkian expressed a willingness to discuss various unspecified regional and international
issues to strengthen relations between the two countries. This phone call follows recent statements from
other senior Iranian officials in which they criticized Tu rkish regional policy, especially in Syria.[111]

Approximately 100 Iranian farmers protested over water shortages in Esfahan Province
on March 29 and 30.[112] Anti -regime media circulated footage of Iranian security forces firing tear
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gas at protesters in Esfahan Province on March 30.[113] The same outlet also published a video that
showed that protesters had set fire to a water pumping station that diverts water from the Zayandeh
Rud River before the water reaches Esfahan.[114] The Zagndeh Rud River, which is one of the main
sources of water for Esfahan Province, runs dry for the majority of the year due to water extraction
before the water reaches Esfahan.[115] Iranian farmers previously protested water scarcity in Esfahan
for over two weeks in 2021 before Iranian security forces cracked down on the protests.[116]

POWERED BY: E BABELSTREET

[1] https://www.axios.com/2025/03/30/trump  -iran-nuclear-deal-bombing
[2] https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1906514897933934770

[3] https://www.c -span.org/program/senate -committee/dni -director -gabbard-fbi-director -patel-
and-other-national -security-officials -testfy-on-global-threats/657476

[4] https://www.irna dot irlnews/85788832 ; https://www.tasnimnews dot
com/fa/news/1404/01/10/3283431

[5] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1403/12/06/3264097 ; https://farsnews dot
irfRahgozar_b/1743156850902814441/Iran -Parliament-Speaker%3APalestine-Litmus -Test-for-
West's-Double-Standards

[6] https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world -news/2025/03/31/iran -urged-to-strike -diego-garcia-base
immediately/

[7] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1403/12/06/3264097 ; https://farsnews dot
irfRahgozar_b/1743156850902814441/Iran -Parliament-Speaker%3APalestine-Litmus -Test-for-
West's-Double-Standards

[8] https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world -news/2025/03/31/iran -urged-to-strike -diego-garcia-base
immediately/

[9] https://www.twz.com/air/signs -u-s-massing-b-2-spirit -bombers-in-diego-garcia
[10] https://x.com/Khosrolsfahani/status/1906445318381855087

[11] https://www.reuters.com/world/middle -east/iran -unveils-2000 -km-ballistic -missile-irna-2023-
05-25/

[12] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1404/01/11/3283869
[13] https://defapress dot ir/fa/news/735404/

[14] https://defapress dot ir/falnews/727771 ;

https://defapress dot ir/fa/news/727740 ;

17 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



https://www.mehrnews dot com/news/6382158
[15] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1403/11/14/3249508
[16] https://defapress dot ir/ffa/news/732433

[17] https://t dot co/m8UiJkokUW ; https://x.com/Mostafa_Najafii/status/1903173404624367902 ;
https://nournews dot ir/en/news/217575/Decoding -the-White-House's-Messageto-Iran -A-Real
Change-or-Diplomatic -Deceit

[18] https://defapress dot ir/fa/news/735404/

[19] https://amwaj.media/en/article/exclusive -iran-to-decide-on-negotiations-with -the-us-in-the-
uae

[20] https://www.axios.com/2025/03/19/trump  -letter-iran-nuclear-deal ;
https://www.axios.com/2025/03/07/trump  -iran-nuclear-deal-letter

[21] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/consequences -idf-strikes-iran
[22] https://maritime  -executive.com/article/shipload -of-rocket-fuel-arrives-in-iran
[23] https://www.ft.com/content/fObc9fcc  -11b34615bd24-163f8938f2a5

[24] https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/13/middleeast/iran  -is-rearming -its-missile-program-and-a-
ship-of-supplies-just-arrived -from -china-western-sources-say/index.html

[25] https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy7dkgz71x60
[26] https://x.com/Gharibabadi/status/1906384154700218466

[27] https://www.reuters.com/world/asia -pacific/china -iran -russia-kick-off-talks-beijing -over-irans-
nuclear-issues-2025-03-14/

[28] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran  -update-march-14-2025
[29] https://t.me/G_CSyriaa/697

[30] https://constitutionnet.org/sites/default/files/2025 -03/2025.03.13%20 -
%20Constitutional%20declaration%20%28English%29.pdf

[31] https://x.com/Levant_24 /status/1906246372229362052;
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/30/world/middleeast/syria -new-transitional -government.html

[32] https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/30/world/middleeast/syria -new-transitional -
government.html

[33] https://lwww.nbcnews.com/news/world/syria  -justice-minister -execution-video-adultery-assad
regime-rcnal86523; https://www.thenationalnews dot com/news/mena/2025/03/30/syria  -replaces
controversial -justice-minister -as-it-forms-new-government/

[34] https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126602; https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126603;
https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126604; https://t. me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126605

18 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



[35] https://x.com/Levant_24 /status/1906246372229362052/photo/1;
https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126612; https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126616 ;
https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126627,; https://t. me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126631;
https://t.me/SyrianAr abNewsAgency/126629

[36] https://x.com/AJA_Syria/status/1904497463425438179; https://www.thenationalnews dot
com/news/mena/2025/02/05/syrian  -cabinet-set-for-imminent -reshuffle-soucessay

[37] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-march-25-2025
[38] https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126602; https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126603
[39] https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126604

[40]
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list/summaries/individual/a
nas-hasan-khattab; https://home.treasury.gov/news/press -releases/tgl797

[41] https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126605 ; Aaron Zelin, The age of political jihadism: A study
of Hayat Tahrir al -Sham (Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 2023), 31.

[42] https://www.newarab dot com/news/what -know-about-syrias-new-cabinet-and-its-top-
ministers; https://www.enabbaladi dot net/746906/ 1&ée aRi-238"6-12ATUE

[43] https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126606; https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126607;

https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126613; https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126614 ;

https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126618 ; https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/12662 6 ;
https://t.me/SyrianArabNewsAgency/126636

[44] https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/53975

[45] https://m -syria-d dot com/en/?p=8303

[46] https://www.rudaw dot net/sorani/middleeast/syria/30032025
[47] https://www.rudaw dot net/sorani/middleeast/syria/30032025
[48] https://x.com/EuphratesPost/status/1906331503388155968
[49] https://x.com/EuphratesPost/status/1906331503388155968

[50] https://x.com/QalaatAIMudiq/status/1893704565544903043 ; https://t. me/nahermedia/45125;
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/03/27/israel ~ -syria-druze-war-assad/

[51] https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/03/27/israel  -syria-druze-war-assad/
[52] https://t.me/G_CSyriaa/655
[53] https://t.me/G_CSyriaa/655
[54] https://t.me/G_CSyriaa/655

19 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



> @ -HURPH '"UHYRQ DQG 3DWULFN +DHQQL "+RZ JOREDO -LKDG
+76 WKH IRUPHU $4 |UD QiEdeLBASt Dir€ctibng) 8, [021).

[56] https://www.syrianmemory. org/archlve/flgures/5cdbf100e2bb8f000177a780
https://syrianmemory.org/archive/figures/5d73d08407204700012dd8a9
https://x.com/MohammedHawaidi/status/1905968458166083621; Aaron Zelin, The age of polltlcal
jihadism: A study of Hayat Tahrir al -Sham (Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 2023), 31.

[57] https://t.me/G_CSyriaa/655

[58] https://lwww.syria dot tv/%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9 -
%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%AS8
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%AEY%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A
%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%8B
%D9%84%D9%84%D9%B5%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A; https://www.aljazeera dot
net/encyclopedia/2024/10/28/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%ac%d9%84%d8%b3 -
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%85%d9%8a
%d8%a7%®d%84%d8%hb3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d9%87%d9%8a%d8%a6%d8%a9
%d9%84%d9%84%d8%af%d8%b9%d8%a7%d8%a9

[59] https://carnegieendowment.org/middle -east/diwan/2014/03/damascus -preachers-and-the-
armed-rebellion?lang=en ; https://nordicmonitor dot com/2022/03/pro  -erdogan-grand-mufti -of-
syria-set-up-a-foundation -in-turkey -to-run -schools-including -university/

[60] https://x.com/nahermedia/status/1906088601492062580
[61] https://www dot rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/300320252
[62] https://t.me/G_CSyriaa/593

[63] https://www.aa dot com.tr/en/turkiye/turkiye  -russia-cooperation-is-key-to-resolving-regional-
issues-turkish -president/3522464

[64] https://x.com/EuphratesPost/status/1906331503388155968

[65] https://x.com/QalaatAlMudig/status/1893704565544903043 ; https://t.me/nahermedia/45125
https://x.com/Charles_Lister/status/1894189377032499400 ;

https /Ix.com/Charles_Lister/status/1897286303907242168 ;

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/03/27/israel ~ -syria-druze-war-assad/

[66] https://x.com/EuphratesPost/status/1906331503388155968
[67] https://x.com/EuphratesPost/status/1906331503388155968

[68] https://x.com/suwayda24/status/1903560523397947556 ;
https://t.me/AbomosaabSharkea/139119

20 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



[69] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-march-24-2025 ;
https://x.com/suwayda24/status/1903560523397947556

[70] https://x.com/EuphratesPost/status/1906331503388155968

[71] https://x.com/QalaatAlMudig/status/1905939409427374092 ;
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1881561385995315

[72] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23712 ;

[73] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23712 ; https://t. me/backstage 24/1241

[74] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23712

[75] https://t.me/syrianmoi/23639 ; https://x.com/NavvarSaban/status/1905969301808378119

[76] https://x.com/SanaAjel/status/1905960573306556431 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudig/status/1905961322145054851

[77] https://x.com/SanaAjel/status/1905960573306556431 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiqg/status/1905961322145054851

[78] https://x.com/HalabTodayTV/status/1906444359429398819 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudig/status/1906425690582298625 ; https://t. ne/ALMHARAR/75841

[79] GRAPHIC: https://x.com/Sy_intelligence/status/1906500981375762440 ; GRAPHIC:
https://x.com/Sy_intelligence/status/1906528776013422722

[80] https://x.com/QalaatAIMudiq/status/1872346261388722649

https://t.me/syria_mukawama/5419 ; https://x. com/QaIaatAIMud|q/status/1883097186357137741
https://t.me/syria_mukawama/6031

[81] https://x. com/QaIaatAIMud|q/status/1906661783152038103 ;
https://x.com/GregoryPWaters/status/1906768620476322221 ; [GRAPHIC]
https://x.com/Sy_intelligence/status/1906695118494589396

[82] https://x.com/GregoryPWaters/status/1906768620476322221

[83] https://x.com/AlawiteMedialLab/status/1906609276942266534 ;
https://lwww.facebook.com/100093260989904/vide0s/9737315626289752/? _cft__[0]=AZXQA9B
Lnflcmo78htWRBeXTHuhk9D6KE1Y TacBHjNFPOx5e51YwzEXGDORK -
waMTsGRk218I1VAsCejwhHJ5a0zFAueZ8Gpl2GetO7yZ88Efw45uKwijld6hby9ldU3uDLe69hPaUBF3
aorkkzWFMM -
[JFWALKUJCOFEOfywtjgXDZ6Mb3gny71swHUmwhZPOo6B0ORonNo3YUXaqO0QSKFhNTOj&__tn__ =
%2C0O%2CPR ;
https://www.facebook.com/SyriansinBritain/videos/1642231056661804/?__ cft__ [0]=AZXICoFhZt
NFGwIPkV2FDfhrrXfwBJGk3nodoeM37t2BKuglUI6lhZav NKTpC7kF--O-
EqRgZbaaF05R2vWAIgK2UKUSzZu3POEVDCbA40kOPKdUFNYphO07mskjRLIMSQPQOroFdZ5ArciS
5BBNPBFvcjVuRdiegrwGuwWJ8pdM -
sXqlEij3kKvrUu64pOLQnbxql3mObTT6ZMLXxdW_AUO0dMIJ&__ tn_ =%2C0%2CP -R

21 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



[84]
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=122123723222700456&id=61571013687250&
__cft_ [0]=AZVp6e6ZmWXEPyag8br1Ox0WBxCydaBPXbsMQ9NKbakviv50l0tlhe_A4lcm50Y6PO0
Zyj2t1Jj93ky83cheGpHuUR1qqLWrPSyfhClhU9CaTsUHQcqs7dn8RbwSKDfmHhDwyY g3B20TctHA -
TAIECK4&__tn_ =%2C0%2CP-R ;
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=636854039118984&id=100083831813099&
__cft__[0]=AZVABV2K -0IRQGD45h8uQt8rSuCL_T4R9 -
a51fGL8SrokfmTwZs4dRFj91TLIKAVBQR7AYbJQ7uH6GAOhdHb7XXsWq62XFKkGIFIpJcaDONPI7GJ
hfAO2ESeDW6iBzecln-MZ52vI1xvAV6czZWISPYKNgZzXdfVciSvydlZgSPGzDFb6g
X21V6tzcSg7Amyb97vbHQeRtRp_IWKMOj50Ncyi& tn_ =%2C0O%2CP -R ;
https://x.com/AlawiteMedialLab/status/1906748592280445146

[85] https://irp.fas.org/doddir/army/fm3  -24.pdf

[86] https://thenewregion dot com/posts/1895 ;
https://www.rudawarabia dot net/arabic/middleeast/iraq/290320252
[87] https://t.me/almanesr_MSA/33364 ;

https://thenewregion dot com/posts/1895 ;
https://t.me/almanesr_MSA/33367 ;

https://t. me/almanesr_ MSA/33356 ;
https://t.me/almanesr_MSA/33350

[88] https://www.facebook.com/Timimsajad/videos/ -
%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%AS%
%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%8A- %EF%B8%8F%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%85
%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A %D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%A%
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AF
%D8%A7%D9%B4%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF
%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%89%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B4
%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%AEY%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89%
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86
%D8%A8%D8%AA/596258382210190/ ;

https://www.alhurra dot com/hl -
hqa/2022/08/03/%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AA -
%D9%88%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AAR0D9%81%D9%8A
%D8%A8%D8%BA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%AT-
%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A93
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%8A6D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%A9%D8%9F

[89] https://www.reuters.com/world/middle  -east/iraqi -cleric-sadr-announces-full -withdrawal -
political -life -twitter -2022-08-29/

22 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



[90] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran  -update-march-28-2025

[91] https://almadapaper dot net/399832/

[92] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-march-6-2025
[93] https://almadapaper dot net/399832/

[94] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-march-12-2025

[95] https://shafaq dot
com/ar/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B2%D8%
B9%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B9
%D8%AAY%D9%82%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7
%D9%8A-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B0 %D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF
%D8%B9%%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%A9
%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A 7%D9%8A%D9%84

[96] https://x.com/TvAImasirah/status/1905702114581733877,
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1905703002415267974;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1905703116970086518;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1905708350471545118;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1905728655374037329;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906083246271570280;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906101670896922964;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906102815694487897;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906102991272522090;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906112117905772695;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906368882765386010;
https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1906404193402748952;
https://x.com/BashaReport/status/1906650166192476651

[97] https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1905702114581733877;
https://x.com/defenseliney/status/1905716790220787714

[98] https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1905708350471545118
[99] https://x.com/BashaReport/status/1906650166192476651

[100] https://x.com/TheMediaOfficee/status/1906360558556729740;  https://www.saba  dot
yelar/news3457591.htm; https://www.saba dot ye/ar/news3458980.htm

23 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



[101] https://x.com/army21ye/status/1906223523476934675
[102] https://x.com/army21ye/status/1906286695743377595
[103] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1906252197861396706
[104] https://mediarelations -lb dot org/post.php?id=19180
[105] https://mediarelations -lb dot org/post.php?id=19180
[106] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1905589040583184476

[107] https://nna -leb  dot gov.lb/ar/ E-@BA|ZBEBBO>Ii- ® LE 6-00-B3/Z61456 "37 03,
https://www.almanar dot com.lb/13102762 ; https://nna  -leb dot gov.lb/ar/ - Ofae 8 3764600/ "37 63
AVW-ZaEAI*®aTafai 2D an

[108] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-march-28-2025

[109] bon -bast.com; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-march-28-2025
[110] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1404/01/09/3283039/

[111] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran -update-march-4-2025

[112] https://www.iranintl.com/en/202503301875

[113] https://x.com/Iranintl_En/status/1906372888938107295

[114] https://x.com/Iranintl_En/status/1906402544034709522

[115] https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world -middle-east14031700 ; https://www.tehrantimes dot
com/news/497549/Dry -river -sinking -city-urgent-measures-needed-to-save Isfahan-s ;
https://www.iransafar.co/zayandeh -rud/

[116] https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/26/world/middleeast/iran  -protests-water-shortages.html

24 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $&,TV &



INATITUTE FOR THE

Iran Update ol

CRITICAL
THREATS

Kelly Campa, Alexandra Braverman, Carolyn Moorman, Katherine Wells, Ria Reddy,
Johanna Moore, Victoria Penza, Maryam Sadr, and Annika Ganzeveld

April 1, 2025 , Information Cutoff 2:00 pm ET

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) thwarted a Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iranian plan on April

WR FRQGXFW D :*PDMRU" DWWDFN WDUJHWe @OF kiled DHesSan VAIID E U |
Mahmoud Badir, who was a member of Hezbollah Unit 3900 and the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) Quds Force, in an airstrike in Beirut on April 1.[2] A Lebanese security source told
Reuters that Badir was a mid-ranking commander whose responsibilities included the "Palestinian
ILOH > @ ,VUDHOL PHGLD UHSRUWHG WKDW %DGLU LQ FROODEF
large-VFDOH DWWDFN DEURDG™ WKDW FRXOG KDYH NLOOHG 3KXQGUI

It is not immediately clear what Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iran sought to achieve by conducting such an
attack. Hezbollah and Iran may have planned the attack to impose a heavy cost on Israel to try to
increase pressure on the IDF to withdraw from the five remaining IDF positions in southern
Lebanon.[5] Itis also possible that hardline Hezbollah elements who disagree with Hezbollah Secretary
*HQHUDO 1DLP 4DVVHPTV SRMWaVisLIR& Rdepeqbndy\plaRn@d this\attack .[6]
Qassem has repeatedly stated that the Lebanese state, rather than Hezbollah, is responsible for
responding to Israeli operations in Lebanon.[7] It is unclear if Hezbollah's central leadership approved
the attack plan. It is further possible that Hezbo llah and Iran calculated, after suffering significant
losses throughout the past year, that they must change their strategy and conduct external terror
attacks. The Israeli National Security Council warned on April 1, ahead of the Jewish Passover holiday,
that Iran, either directly or through its proxies, may try to attack Israeli and Jewish targets abroad
against the backdrop of renewed fighting in the Gaza Strip.[8]

Senior Iranian officials are continuing to threaten nuclear weaponization, likely to try to

deter a potential US or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid new US threats to

strike these facilities. Senior Supreme Leader Adviser Ali Larijani stated on March 31 that a US or
Israeli strike on Iran would "force" Iran to develop a nuclear weapon to "defend its security."[9]
Western media reported in January 2025 that Larijani had made secret trips to Rus sia to gain Russian
DVVLVWDQFH RQ ,UDQYV QXFOHDU SURJUDP > @ +DUGOLQH ,UDQ
stated on March 31 that the United States "wouldn't dare threaten to bomb" Iran if Iran "had an atomic
bomb."[11] Naderi previously made similar statements in November and December 2024.[12] Larijani

and Naderi's comments echo recent calls from Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) officials for

the Supreme Leader to allow the development of a nuclear weapon.[13] The recent Iranian threats come
DIWHU 86 3UHVLGHQW 'RQDOG 7UXPS VWDWHG RQ ODUFK WKDW
agree to a new nuclear deal.[14]



Turkey reportedly plans to deploy air defense batteries and drones to protect Turkish

construction at Tiyas Airbase in central Syria from Israeli airstrikes. Two unspecified
VRXUFHVY WROG WKH OLGGOH (DVW (\H RQ $SULO WKDW 7XUNH\
Airbase in Homs Province and has developed construction plans for the site.[15] This report follows
rumors that Turkey seeks to establish arbases at Tiyas Airbase and Palmyra Military Airport as part of

a potential defense pact with the Syrian interim government.[16] Middle East Eye reported that
QHIJRWLDWLRQV IRU WKH GHIHQVH SDFW KDYH TXLHWO\ ™ 8URE&sWLQ
said that Turkey plans to deploy Hisar air defense systems and surveillance and attack drones to provide

air cover for the base while construction is underway. The Hisar-A and Hisar-O systems are Turkish
short- and medium-range surface-to-air missil e systems, respectively.[18] A second unspecified source
FODLPHG WKDW WKH SUHVHQFH RI 7XUNLVK GURQHV DQG DLU GF
,VUDHO" IURP FRQGXFWLQJ VWULNHV LQ WKH DUHD > @ 7KH
infras WUXFWXUH” DW 7L\DV $LUEDVH RQ ODUFK DQG > -2@fightérH VW
jet and rendered the airstrip unusable.[21] An unspecified Israeli defense official told Israeli media that

the IDF conducted these strikes to send a messag to Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara that
,VUDHO ZLOO QRW WROHUDWH DQ\ UHGXFWLRQ RI LWV 3IUHHGRP
,VUDHOL VHFXULW\ RIILFLDO VWDWHG RQ ODUFK WKDW D 7XUN
IUHHGRP WR RSHUDWH LQ 6\ULD DQG WKDW ,VUDHO ZRXOG YLHZ
ORFDWLRQ RI 7L\DV $LUEDVH LQ WKH FHQWUDO 6\ULDQ GHVHUW
over the area and support Turkish counter-ISIS efforts, according to one of the sources speaking to
Middle East Eye.[24]

Turkey and the Syrian interim government have begun construction efforts at the Menagh Airbase, near
the Syria-Turkey border in Aleppo Province, in recent weeks.[25] Turkey may deploy air defense
systems and fighter jets to the Menagh Airbase once renovatons are complete, according to Syrian
media.[26]
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Key Takeaways:

x Thwarted Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iranian Attack: The Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
WKZDUWHG D +HIEROODK +DPDV DQG ,UDQLDQ SODQ RQ $suU
Israelis abroad. The IDF killed Hassan Ali Mahmoud Badir, who was a member of Hezbollah
Unit 3900 and the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force, in an airstrike in
Beirut on April 1. Israeli media reported that Badir, in collaboration with Hamas, had planned
DQ SLPPLQHQW DOBIUDWWDFN DEURDG™ WKDW FRXOG KDYH NLC(
immediately clear what Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iran sought to achieve by conducting such an

attack.
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x lranian Weaponization Threats: Senior Iranian officials are continuing to threaten nuclear
weaponization, likely to try to deter a potential US or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities
amid new US threats to strike these facilities. Senior Supreme Leader Adviser Ali Larijani stated
on March 31 that a US or Israeli strike on Iran would "force" Iran to develop a nuclear weapon
to "defend its security." Western media reported in January 2025 that Larijani had made secret
WULSV WR 5XVVLD WR JDLQ 5XVVLDQo®@amwWwLVWDQFH RQ ,UDQTYV

x Turkish Military Bases in Syria: Turkey reportedly plans to deploy air defense batteries and
drones to protect Turkish construction at Tiyas Airbase in central Syria from Israeli airstrikes.
7ZR XQVSHFLILHG VRXUFHV WROG WKH OLGGOH (DVW (\H RQ
take FRQWURO™ RI 7L\DV $LUEDVH LQ +RPV 3URYLQFH DQG KDV
site. This report follows rumors that Turkey seeks to establish airbases at Tiyas Airbase and
Palmyra Military Airport as part of a potential defense pact with the Syr ian interim government.

Syria

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) agreed to withdraw its forces and allow Syrian

Interim Interior Ministry forces to deploy to Sheikh Maqgsoud and Ashrafiyeh

neighborhoods in Aleppo City on April 1.[27] The SDF has maintained control over these two
Kurdish neighborhoods since the fall of the regime. Three representatives from Sheikh Magsoud and
$VKUDIL\HKfV &LYLO &RXQFLO PHW ZLWK WKH GLUHFWRU RI WKH
that the SDF will withdraw its fighters from the city to areas east of the Euphrates River.[28] The Syrian
Interim Interior Ministry will take over security responsibilities in the two neighborhoods and set up

two checkpoints in each neighborhood.[29] Kurdish m HGLD UHSRUWHG WKDW PHPE
Internal Security Forces (also known as Asayish) from Sheikh Maqgsoud and Ashrafiyeh will integrate

into local police forces under the Interior Ministry.[30] A Kurdish journalist argued that the integration

of Asayishmembers into local police forces will keep the two Kurdish neighborhoods effectively "under
.XUGLVK FRQWURO ~ ,W LV XQFOHDU LI WKH $VD\LVK PHPEHUV
neighborhoods. The agreement also stipulates that both the SDF and thke Syrian interim government

will exchange prisoners who were detained after Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS) forces took over Aleppo

in December 2024.[31]

6KHLNK ODTVRXG DQG $VKUDIL\HKTVY LQWHIJUDWLRQ LQWR $OHSS
SDF has ceded territory to the Syrian interim government since signing an integration agreement on
March 10.[32] The integration process in Aleppo City will likely inform future integration efforts. The

April 1 agreement allows Kurdish residents from Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafiyeh to move freely
throughout Aleppo City and stipulates that Kurdish institutions cannot be discriminated against in
municipal organizations.[33] There have been numerous security incidents between residents,
government forces, and SDF fighters in Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafiyeh in recent months, and
lingering tensions among the population could contribute to instances of friction as the in tegration
unfolds.[34]

Syrian media reported that Turkish aircraft struck an SDF position near Tishreen Dam
on March 31.[35] This attack marks the first reported Turkish strike on an SDF position since March
23.[36]

4 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ Rl :DU DQG $§,1V &



Assessed Control of Terrain around Manbij
April 1, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST

5 STUDY OF WAR
Sanhurfa Province ano

% 3 ( (Turkey) CRITICAL
Gaziantep Province THREATS
t
(Turkey) R Kobani THE DR. JACK LONDON
SARSERACL T \ *robani GEOSPATIAL FUND
= Va \,
Yo\ \
NS N

>
bl
3

Abu Qalgal ! Maaley )

Tishreen Dam e

N~ -

N Syrian media reported that
By S =~J Turkish warplanes struck an
SDF position near Tishreen Dam

*al Jarniya

.....

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

\ Raqqa Province

% Raqga

@Tabqa Dam/”\l\

.
al Tabqga 0. N

Aleppo Province

0 25 A\ 50 100.Kilometers
L 1 L ji2 | 1 L 1 1

Map by George Barros, Damcl Mealie, Harrison Hurwitz, Benjamin (ordulu Derik Duzbinz=1"] .
“David Schulert; Brian C(ntu Johanna Moore, Andie Parry, Kelly (mnpﬂ (’arolJn—Momman 3
,Siddhant Kishore, Annika Ganzuc[d iz
|A[c\an(h a Braverman, Katherine Wells, Ria Reddy, and Ben Rezaeiz
© °o°3 Institute for the StudJ of W ar and AEI's Critical Threats Project

e) Significant Fighting in the Past 24 } Al Tanf Deconfliction Zone -] SNA-SDF Contested

B Hours Unidentified Opposition Groups 7771 HTS-SDF Contested
| HTS-led Interim Government  r=-- ) Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Lost Regime Territory
f_'_'_'_' Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)
————— Turkish-backed Syrian National

e Army (SNA)

Alawite and Christian media are circulating reports of attacks that interim government

forces have allegedly committed in Christian neighborhoods across Syria. Several social
media accounts claimed that unspecified gunmen fired on homes and vehicles in al Qusayr, Homs
Province, on March 29.[37] Social media accounts accused interim government forces of conducting a
campaign to drive Christians out of the town.[3 8] CTP-ISW cannot independently verify the claims that
government forces conducted these attacks. Interim government forces have conducted counter
smuggling operations in al Qusayr since January 2025. Alawite media circulated footage on April 31
that appears to show a convoy of interim government forces driving through al Qassaa, Damascus.[39]
Alawite media claimed that the convoy was intended to intimidate civilians in the area.[40] The
informational effect generated by these reports supports pro-Assad insurgency efforts to undermine
confidence in the Syrian interim government.
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Southern Syrian media reported that Israeli forces advanced to Mantara Dam, Quneitra
Province, on April 1.[41] Israeli forces established several military outposts at the dam. Israel has
operated in southern Syria since December 2024 to confront perceived threats to the Israeli state.[42]
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US State Department Spokesperson Tammy Bruce reiterated on March 31 the United

6WDWHVY FRQGLWLRQV IRU JUDQWLQJ 6\ULD BirtiecdtDatvhe QFaN L R Q
LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQW PXVW EDU 3IRUHLJQ WHUURULVW ILIJKWHU'
DGGHG WKDW WKH LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQW PXVW 3UHQR Xefértd td Q G
exploit Syrian territory, destroy any remaining chemical weapons stockpiles, and assist efforts to find
missing US citizens in Syria.[45] This list of conditions is consistent with the conditions US Deputy
Assistant Secretary for the Levant and Syria Natasha Franceschi reportedly gave to Syrian Interim
Foreign Minister Asaad al Shaibani in Brussels on March 18.[46] CTP-ISW previously noted that Syrian
Interim President Ahmed al Shara will likely oppose the condition to bar foreign fighters from s enior
government positions given that this condition would require him to sideline individuals who are deeply

loyal to him.[47]
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lraq

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society

x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent

An lraqgi parliamentarian who reportedly has ties to Iranian -backed Iraqgi militias
submitted a draft proposal to the Iraqgi Parliament on April 1 to amend the Iraqi electoral
law in a way that would advantage smaller political parties.[48] The Iraqi Parliament has

frequently modified the Iraqi electoral law before parliamentary elections.[49] The draft proposal
would alter how the Saint Lague system, which is the electoral system Iraq uses in parliamentary
elections, allocates seats to Iraqipolitical parties.[50] The draft proposal would also divide Basra,
Mosul, and Baghdad into two districts but would otherwise maintain the number of electoral districts
that Iraq currently has.[51] The Saint Lague system that Iraq used during elections between 2014 and
2020 allocated seats to Iraqi political parties in a way that often disadvantaged smaller parties.[52] Iraq
adopted a majoritarian system in 2021 that enabled smaller parties to win more seats in parliament.[53]
Parliament passed an amendmentto the electoral law in 2023 to return Iraq to the previous Saint Lague
system, likely to favor larger Shia Coordination Framework parties in the November 2025 elections.[54]
The Shia Coordination Framework is a loose coalition of Shia political parties, some of which are backed
by Iran. State of Law Coalition head Nouri al Maliki has called for changing the Iraqgi electoral system
WR D 3K\EULG"™ VA\VWHP WKDW ZRXOG FRPELQH PXOWLSOH HOHFW|
The submission of the draft proposal comes after nationalist Shia cleric Mugtada al Sadr announced on
March 27 that his Shia Nationalist Movement would not participate in the November 2025
parliamentary elections.[56]

Iragi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani and Syrian Interim President Ahmed al

Shara emphasized the need to enhance Iraq -Syria border security during a phone call on

April 1.[57] 6XGDQL DIILUPHG ,UDTYV VXSSRUW IRU 6\ULDYfV VWDELC
government, while Shara said that Syria is committed to developing stronger bilateral relations with

Iraq.

Iragi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani emphasized that Iraq rejects any threats

to Iran during a phone call with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian on April

1.[58] 7KLV SKRQH FDOO IROORZV 86 BUHVLGHQW 'RQDOG 7UXPSYV

D ERPELQJ LI ,UDQ GRHV QRW DJUHH WR D QHZ QXFOHDU GHDO

7TUXPSYV UHFHQW OHWWHU WR ,UDQ L Ddntaxded)thial IFan/disBavéltbe BagiL . KL

Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF).[60] The PMF is an Iragi security service that includes many

Iranian -backed Iraqi militias. Iranian Ambassador to Irag Mohammad Kazem al Sadiq said on March
WKDW 7UXPSTVGEGEMPFRQBGHWMRKH 30) LV 3 XQDFFHSWDEOH"™ WR ERW

Arabian Peninsula

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas
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x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen
x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip

The Yemeni Media Minister in Aden, Muammar al Eryani, claimed on March 26 that

KXQGUHGVY RI +RXWKL ILJKWHUV KDYH IRUPHG WKH 31DV EraniO D K
claimed that the battalion is comprised of around 700 -1,200 Houthi fighters who fled from Syria to Iraq

after the fall of the Assad regime. The director of the Canadabased Iraqi Observatory for Rights and
Freedom similarly stated on April 1 that the Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) is integrating
+RXWKL ILJKWHUV IURP WKH 31DVUDOODK %DWWDOLRQ™ DQG +RXYV
Diyala, Baghdad, and Jurf al Sakhr.[63] The director was likely referring to Iranian -backed Iraqi
militias that are part of the PMF. Jurf al S akhr is a previously Sunni town south of Baghdad that Iranian -
backed Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbollah occupied after committing acts of sectarian cleansing against the
previous residents. A CENTCOM airstrike in Jurf al Sakhr in July 2024 killed a Houthi drone
expert.[64]

These reports, if accurate, would be consistent with the growing Houthi cooperation with Iranian -
backed Iragi militias in recent months. The Houthis reportedly operate three offices across Iraq and a
training camp in a town controlled by Kataib Hezbollah i n Diyala Province, according to the Royal
United Services Institute (RUSI).[65] RUSI noted on March 19 that PMF fighters have reportedly
deployed to Yemen in recent months to train Houthi fighters in combat technology. Iraqi politicians
have claimed that the Iraqi federal government seeks to limit Houthi military activity in Iraq out of
concern for potential US action against the Houthis in Iraq.[66]

US Central Command (CENTCOM) has conducted at least 27 airstrikes targeting Houthi

infrastructure and leadership in Houthi -controlled areas of Yemen since CTP -ISW's last

data cutoff on March 31.[67] &(17&20 FRQGXFWHG DW OHDVW WKUHH DLUV
al Dailami Airbase near Sanaa International Airport.[68] CENTCOM also targeted Houthi sites near

Jabal al Nabi Shuyab in Bani Matar District, Sanaa Governorate, and on Kamran Island, Hudaydah
Governorate.[69]

9 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ Rl :DU DQG $§,1V &



US Strikes Against Houthi Targets

As of April 1, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST

STUDY OF WAR

anp
CRITICAL
THREATS

THE DR. JACK LONDON
Saudi Arabia GEOSPATIAL FUND

The United States conducted at least three

A o . . . . . L.
ENS = ~~~----_|airstrikes targeting the Houthis' al Dailami air
s base near Sanaa International Airport

Yemen

The United States conducted at least 27
airstrikes targeting Houthi
infrastructure and leadership across
Houthi-controlled territory on March 31

Iraq Iran

Lgypt
Saundi
Arabia

Sudan
320 Kilometers
1

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Ben Cordola, Harrison Hurwitz,
Derik Durbin, Brian Carter, Johanna Moore, Andie Parry, Kelly Campa,
Annika Ganzeveld, Alexandra Braverman, Katherine Wells,

Siddhant Kishore, Carolyn Moorman, Ria Reddy,

and Ben Rezaei

[o] 8o 160
1

L 1 1 1 I 1

77 Houthi-Controlled Territory + Airstrike

© 2025 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project
Note: This notional map is not a definitive assessment of areas under Houthi control in Yemen. This map is primarily an illustrative reference
material and does not adhere to the very high level of spatial precision that ISW and CTP uses for our Israel-ITamas and Ukraine control of terrain

The Houthis claimed on March 31 that they shot down a US MQ -9 Reaper drone between
Majzar District, Marib Governorate, and al Hazm City, al Jawf Governorate, in
northeastern Houthi -controlled territory in Yemen.[70] The Houthis claimed that they have

shot down 16 US drones since the start of the October 7 War.[71] The Houthis published footage that
purportedly shows the debris of the intercepted drone.[72] CTP-,6: FDQQRW YHULI\ WKH +R

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip
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x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip
x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

CTP-ISW will not be covering the new Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip. We have reprioritized our
Middle East coverage to focus on Iran's nuclear program, Iranian domestic security, and Iranian
efforts to rebuild its networks into the Levant, includingt he Palestinian Territories. Given that Israel
and its partners have destroyed Hamas' military organization and severed the group's ability to
resupply itself, we are now focused on how Iran seeks to rebuild its lines of communication with
Hezbollah and Ham as through Syria.

Iranian Decision  -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy

The Iranian rial depreciated from 1,033,000 rials to one US dollar on March 31 to
1,035,000 rials to one US dollar on April 1.[73]

The United States sanctioned six entities and two individuals based in Iran, the United

$UDE (PLUDWHYV DQG &KLQD RQ $SULO DV SDUW RI WKH 86 *PD
against lIran.[74] The United States sanctioned these entities and individuals for procuring
components for Iranian companies involved in the Iranian drone and missile programs, including Qods
Aviation Industries and Shahid Bagheri Industrial Group.

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these
updates regularly based on regional events.

CTP-,6: GHILQHV WKH 3$[LV RI 5HVLVWDQFH" DV WKH XQFRQYHQWL
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influenceo r
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of
Iranian regional strategy.

POWERED BY: ﬂ BABELSTREET
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The Ciritical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian ~ -sponsored
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests. CTRISW publishes
the Iran Update every weekday.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against
humanity, even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Iran continued to threaten US bases and forces, likely to try to discourage a potential US

or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid US threats to strike these facilities.

Iranian armed forces-run Defa Press published a piece on April 2 claiming that Iran "certainly has
sufficient weapons" to attack Diego Garcia Island.[1] The United States has recently increased its
military presence at Diego Garcia Island.[2] The piece stated that US Air Force and Navy "strategic
assets" and "4000 US soldiers" at Diego Garcia would be "at risk of complete destruction” if the United
States attacked Iran[3] There are normally roughly 400 US military personnel and 2,000 civilian
contractors at Diego Garcia[4] The article outlined the following options for an Iranian attack on US
assets at Diego Garcia.

x Missile and drone attack: Defa Press stated that Iran could conduct a drone attack "using
advanced Shahed 136 drones[5] Iran unveiled the Shahed-136B drone in September 2024 and
claimed it has a range of 4000 kilometers (km).[6] The original Shahed-136 drone has a
maximum speed of 185 km per hour, which means it would take about 20 hours to reach Diego
Garcia from the southernmost city in Iran. Iran previously launched about 170 drones in their
April 2024 attack on Israel, noneol ZKLFK HQWHUHG ,VUDHOL DLUVSDFH L
slow speed enabled allied aircraft to intercept and destroy the drones[7] The drones launched
from Iran would have taken roughly nine hours to reach Israel, though Israel had the benefit of
a plethora of Israeli and allied land -based aircraft available to intercept drones.[8] Defa Press
also stated that Iran could use ballistic and cruise missiles, including Khorramshahr ballistic
missiles, at "close range" to Diego Garcia[9] Iran's stockpile of medium -range missiles and
ability to manufacture some advanced ballistic missiles have been severely depleted following
the April and October 2024 Israeli airstrikes on Iran, but Iran would presumably expend a large
proportion of its r emaining stockpile in the event of a strike on its nuclear facilities. [10] Iran
would need to significantly decrease the payload of its drones and missiles or otherwise alter the
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weight of the drones and missiles themselves to launch a landbased attack with sufficient range
to hit Diego Garcia.

x Naval drone and missile attack launched from surface vessels: Defa Press also
threatened that Iran could hit targets in the Indian Ocean using surface vessels, presumably its
drone carriers and others, to launch cruise missiles and drones[11] This would 2 in theory 2 allow
Iranian ships to get closer to Diego Garcia. Such vessels lack the necessary countermeasures to
seriously defend themselves against US naval action, however.

Iran still retains a large number of short -range ballistic missiles that it could use to strike

other US bases in the Middle East, however. Senior Iranian officials have repeatedly threatened
in recent weeks to attack US bases and forces in the Gulf countrieg12] An unspecified Iranian official
told the Wall Street Journal that "each American soldier will be an individual target” if the United
States attacks Iran[13] Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' Aerospace Commander Brigadier General
Amir Ali Hajizadeh similarly stated that the United States has "at least 10 bases and over 50,000 troops"
near Iran that Iran could target. [14] Iran has previously attacked US bases in Iraq, Syria, and Jordan,
and the Houthis have previously targeted al Dhafra Airbase in Abu Dhabi, which hosts US and French
personnel.[15]

Hezbollah may be using networks abroad to help it reconstitute its military capabilities

in Lebanon. Spanish security forces detained three individuals residing in Barcelona, Spain, on April
1 on suspicion of purchasing drone components on behalf of Hezbollah[16] Hezbollah has probably
long used its international networks to procure some weapons and drone components, though it could
decide to prioritize these efforts after the collapse of Assad and the setbacks caused by Isradll7]

These individuals are likely part of a larger, Spain-based Hezbollah cell that has been procuring drone
parts through European front companies for Hezbollah since at least 2015[18] Spanish media reported
that the three individuals arrested on April 1 resided on the same street as another group of Hezbollah
affiliated individuals that Spanish police detained in 2024 for producing over 1,000 drones for
Hezbollah.[19] Spanish media noted that the investigation that led to the arrest of the three individuals
on April 1 has also led to the arrests of an unspecified number of individuals in France and the United
Kingdom. [20]

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and interim government appear to be reaching a

series of agreements to redistribute territory after signing a comprehensive ceasefire on

March 10. [21] The SDF agreed to withdraw from two historically Kurdish neighborhoods in Aleppo
City on April 1.[22] An interim government official said that the withdrawal agreement is the first step
toward the comprehensive agreement between the SDF and interim government[23] Local sources
subsequently reported that the SDF withdrew from the Tishreen Dam and Qara Qozak Bridge on April
2, where they have fought the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army (SNA) since December 2024[24]
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An anti-SDF source also claimed that the SDF would withdraw from Deir Hafer, Nasiriyah, and
Maskanah south of the dam along Highway 4 after leaving Tishreen Dam and Qara Qozak Bridg€25]
6\ULDQ VRXUFHV LQFOXGLQJ WKRVH FORVH WR WKH LQWHUQ JRY
the result of 3D SUHOLPLQDU\ DJUHHPHQW"~ WR FUHDWH D GHPLOLWDL
sites[26] $ 3 VSHFLDO DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ ~ SRVVLEO\ FRQVLVWLQJ RI
Tishreen Dam area[27] Dam employees were allowed to remain in the area to permit the electrical
plant to continue its regular functions during the last ceasefire agreement between the SDF and the
SNA in December 2024[28] Syrian Kurdish sources have refuted the reports that the SDF withdrew
from its positions on the western bank of the Euphrates River.[29] Official SDF and interim government
sources have not commented on the rumored SDF withdrawal or agreement at the time of this writing.
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Key Takeaways:

x lranian Nuclear Program: Iran continued to threaten US bases and forces, likely to try to
discourage a potential US or Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear facilities amid US threats to strike
these facilities. Iranian media said that Iran could attack Diego Garcia using very long-range
one-way attack drones or by using a naval surface combatant to launch drones and cruise
missiles.

x Hezbollah Reconstitution: Hezbollah may be using networks abroad to help it reconstitute
its military capabilities in Lebanon. Spanish security forces detained three individuals residing
in Barcelona, Spain, on April 1 on suspicion of purchasing drone components on behalf of
Hezbollah. These individuals are likely part of a larger, Spain-based Hezbollah cell that has been
procuring drone parts through European front companies for Hezbollah since at least 2015.

x SDF-Syrian Interim Government Agreement: The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and
interim government appear to be reaching a series of agreements to redistribute territory after
signing a comprehensive ceasefire on March 10.

Syria

The Syrian interim government is attempting to address local concerns amid continued

murders and violence committed by government -backed forces. Two interim Syrian
government soldiers assassinated the mukhtar, or village head, of Harf al Benmira and five other men
present in his home on March 31[30] The local Syrian security force commander reported that the
perpetrators were from a police unit in the al Dinsa area of Tartous and that the perpetrators had been
arrested on March 31][31] The interim government removed all those associated with the violence in

Harf al Benmira from al Dinsa on March 31.[32] The group based in al Dinsa was also reportedly firing

their weapons into the air and the sea, which caused fear among local residents and a breakdown in
relations between the residents and local security forces[33] The Syrian Civil Peace Commitee, which
Syrian President Ahmed al Shara created after the spate of sectarian violence on the Syrian coast in
HDUO\ ODUFK YLVLWHG +DUI DO %YHQPLUD WR XSGDWH WKH FRP
justice.[34] Committee member Dr. Anas Ayrouth, who Shara recently appointed to the Supreme Fatwa
&RXQFLO WROG WKH FRPPXQLW\ WKDW WKH DVVD L (B5]QSNW R B DVYKH]
statement is a positive step, but it will need to be backed by public, transparent trials that demonstrate

to the local population that suspects are being held accountable.
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Israel reneged on its promise on April 2 to provide Israeli work visas to Syrian Druze

agricultural workers. [36] ,VUDHO SUHYLRXVO\ DQQRXQFHG LW ZRXOG SU
Syrian Druze to work on various agricultural and construction projects in the Golan Heights. [37] Israel

has increased diplomatic outreach to the Druze community in Syria since the fall of the Assad regime,

such as by facilitating the visit of clerics from Syria to a religious shrine in the Israeli -controlled Golan
Heights.[38] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel Katz directed the

,') RQ ODUFK WR "SUHSDUH WR GHIHQG WKH '"UX]H FRPH3QMg/\" L
Druze community is highly diverse, and loyalty to a particular leader within the community varies

across lIsrael, Lebanon, and Syria[40]

Syrian General Security forces arrested two former Assad regime members who
attempted to carry out an attack on a security checkpoint in Bustan al Dour, Damascus
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City. [41] Syrian security forces seized at least two handguns, several grenades, and forged military IDs

from the two attackers.[42] A Syrian source reported that the two individuals were former members of

WKH "1DWLRQDO 'HIHQVH ))RUFHV’ ™ 168 niliRNEK AKH% DDWK RWQW OD
JRUFHV® ZzDV D %DDWKLVW SDUDPLOLWDU\ RUJDQL]DWLRQ WUDL
became part of the Assad regime in 2014[44]

lraq

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iragi state and society

x Harden the Iragi government against internal dissent
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