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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study 
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored 
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests. 

Click here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G here to see CTP and 
�,�6�:�¶�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �P�D�S�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �6�\�U�L�D���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �P�D�S�V�� �D�U�H�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�G�� �G�D�L�O�\��
alongside the static maps present in this report.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

The Iraqi parliament voted to approve an amendment to the Iraqi budget law to provide 
salaries for Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) employees and resume oil exports 
from the Iraqi Kurdistan Region on February 2.[1]  The Iraqi government will pay $16 per barrel 
to the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), an increase from the previous compensation of $6 per 
barrel. An international consulting firm will determine the actual cost of oil extraction in the Kurdistan 
Region, �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���D�P�H�Q�G�H�G���E�X�G�J�H�W���O�D�Z�����$�Q���,�U�D�T�L���S�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���P�H�P�E�H�U���V�D�L�G��
that the cost of oil extraction is not fixed and may reach $22 per barrel, depending on the consulting 
�I�L�U�P�¶�V���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q���>���@ The KRG spokesperson confirmed that the Iraqi parliament also resolved the issue 
of KRG employees' outstanding salaries.[3] Iraqi and Kurdish officials are discussing sending the 
�V�D�O�D�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���³�F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�H�Z���G�D�\�V���´ 

Several Iraqi security and political officials have sought to delay the withdrawal of US -
led international coalition forces from Iraq due to the situation in Syria.  The Associated 
�3�U�H�V�V�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �R�Q�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������ �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�O�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�V�V�D�G�� �U�H�J�L�P�H�� �L�Q�� �6�\�U�L�D�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �,�U�D�T�L�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�¶��
assessment to delay the withdrawal of US forces from Iraq.[4] Iraqi security and political officials 
warned that the withdrawal of US forces from Iraq would create a vacuum for ISIS to reconstitute. A 
�8�6���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���,�U�D�T�L���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���K�D�Y�H���D�V�N�H�G���³�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���D�W���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W��
�R�I���O�H�Y�H�O�V�´���W�R���G�H�O�D�\���W�K�H���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���R�I���8�6���I�R�U�F�H�V���F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q�����7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V��and Iraq agreed 
in September 2024 that hundreds of US-led international coalition forces would withdraw from Iraq 
by September 2025 and that the remaining troops would withdraw by the end of 2026.[5]  

Key Takeaways:  
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�x Iraqi Parliament:  The Iraqi parliament voted to approve an amendment to the Iraqi budget 
law to provide salaries for Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) employees and resume oil 
exports from the Iraqi Kurdistan Region on February 2.  

�x US Presence in Iraq:  Several Iraqi security and political officials have sought to delay the 
withdrawal of US-led international coalition forces from Iraq due to the situation in Syria.  

�x Turkey:  Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan reiterated Turkish threats against the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF) in a press conference with his Qatari counterpart on February 2. 

Syria  

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan reiterated Turkish threats against the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF) in a press conference with his Qatari counterpart on February 
2. [6]  Fidan called for all armed groups in Syria to join the interim government Defense Ministry.[7]  He 
also claimed that Turkey and Syria must continue to fight terrorism both from ISIS and armed Kurdish 
�J�U�R�X�S�V�� �W�K�H�� �³�3�.�.���<�3�*�´�� �E�X�W�� �Q�R�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�H�� �K�R�S�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �³�<�3�* �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�´�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �³�U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
�E�O�R�R�G�V�K�H�G���´�>���@ Turkey often conflates the SDF and the PKK-�O�L�Q�N�H�G���.�X�U�G�L�V�K���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�L�W�V��
���<�3�*�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���3�.�.���D�Q�G���X�V�H�V���³�3�.�.�´���W�R���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���6�'�)�����)�L�G�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���4�D�W�D�U�L���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U��
also discussed strategies to help rebuild Syria.[9]  

Turkey and the Turkish -backed Syrian National Army (SNA) continued to target Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF) positions along key ground lines of communication in an effort 
to isolate SDF forces at the Tishreen Dam and Qara Qozak Bridge.  The SNA shelled SDF 
positions near Qara Qozak Bridge and in Bir Hassou, approximately 3 kilometers east of the Qara Qozak 
Bridge on the M4 highway.[10]  Turkey conducted airstrikes on SDF positions near the 
bridge.[11] Turkey also struck an SDF base in the mountains north of Qara Qozak Bridge near 
Jarablus.[12] The SDF and SNA separately exchanged artillery fire near western Tal Abyad, Raqqa 
Province on February 2.[13] 
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Syrian interim President Ahmed al Shara met with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman in his first foreign trip to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.[14]  Syrian interim Foreign Minister 
Asaad Shaibani accompanied Shara to Saudi Arabia.[15] �6�K�D�U�D���D�Q�G���E�L�Q���6�D�O�P�D�Q���K�H�O�G���³�H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�D�O�N�V���L�Q��
�D�O�O���D�U�H�D�V�´���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���>�����@ 

The Syria interim government continued to reach out to Druze leaders in Suwayda 
Province on February 2 .[17] �7�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���H�Q�Y�R�\���W�R���6�X�Z�D�\�G�D���0�X�V�W�D�I�D���D�O���%�D�N�R�X�U��
and a Defense Ministry delegation met with Druze leader Sheikh Hikmat al Hijri in Suwayda.[18]  They 
discussed the status of military units in Suwayda Province and how to organize the Druze forces within 
the Defense Ministry.[19]  The Syrian interim government announced the planned dissolution of all 
former opposition parties in Syria on January 29.[20]  
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Iraq  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  

See the topline section. 

Arabian Peninsula  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  
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�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas 

�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen  

�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip  

Houthi Supreme Leader Abdulmalik al Houthi stated that the Houthis have a 
responsibility to support Palestinian people against Israeli operations in the West Bank 
on February 2.[21]  �$�E�G�X�O�P�D�O�L�N���D�O�V�R���V�W�U�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���+�R�X�W�K�L�V�¶���U�H�D�G�L�Q�H�V�V���W�R���³�P�R�Y�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\�´���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
Israel if Israel escalates its operations in Gaza and Lebanon. 

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

The Gaza Strip 

The IDF Air Force struck a vehicle on February 2 as it traveled toward the northern Gaza 
Strip on an unauthorized route.[22]  Palestinian vehicles can only travel to the northern Gaza 
Strip on the Salah al Din Road after undergoing inspection at the Netzarim Corridor under the Israel -
Hamas ceasefire agreement.[23] US and Egyptian private security contractors started operating a 
checkpoint on Salah al Din Road at the Netzarim Corridor on January 27 to inspect vehicles.[24] 

Geolocated footage posted on February 2 showed at least 20 Egyptian tanks and armored 
vehicles positioned at the al Areish -Rafah highway in Egypt, which is located 3 km from 
the Gaza -Egypt border.[25]  This comes after Israel reopened the Rafah border crossing on 
February 1 to allow injured and sick Palestinians to travel outside the Gaza Strip for medical 
treatment.[26]  

Israeli media reported on February 2 that the Israeli Border Police interdicted a weapons 
shipment from Jordan in Afula, northern Israel.[27]  Israeli border police officials seized 34 
pistols, two Kalashnikov -style rifles, and two M16 rifles from two trucks in Afula, which is located 
approximately 26 km from the Israel -Jordan border.   

CTP-ISW has recorded no verifiable reports of kinetic activity in the Gaza Strip or attacks 
from the Gaza Strip into Israel since the last data cutoff on February 1.  



6  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

 



7  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

 

Lebanon 

Some Lebanese civilians returned to  Mays al Jabal, Houla, Aitaroun, Yaroun, and Deir 
Mimas -Kfar Kila on February 2.[28]  The LAF recently backfilled IDF positions in Aitaroun, 
Yaroun, and Deir Mimas.[29]  Lebanese media reported that the IDF fired shots at civilians attempting 
to return to Yaroun on February 2.[30]  The IDF Arabic language spokesperson reiterated warnings to 
Lebanese civilians not to return to southern Lebanon until permitted to do so by the IDF.[31]  The IDF 
Arabic language spokesperson accused Hezbollah of trying to facilitate the premature movement of 
civilians to southern Lebanon.  



8  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz warned Hezbollah against launching drones to 
target Israel during a visit to IDF positions in southern Lebanon on February 2.[32]  Katz 
directly threatened Hezbollah Secretary General Naim Qassem and stated Qassem should not 
�³�X�Q�G�H�U�H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�´�� �W�R�� �D�Y�R�L�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �W�R�� �D�� �S�U�H-war status quo. Katz 
confirmed a recent uptick in Hezbollah's attempted drone launch es targeting Israel. CTP-ISW observed 
two possible Hezbollah drone flights, including one unarmed reconnaissance drone, in January 
2025.[33]  Katz toured IDF positions and met with IDF commanders in southern Lebanon.[34]  

Hezbollah Secretary General Naim Qassem stated in a speech on February 2 that 
�+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �L�W�V�� �³�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´�>�����@ Qassem acknowledged that 
�´�R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�´  �K�D�Y�H���V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G���O�R�V�V�H�V�����E�X�W���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���W�K�D�W���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���D���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���E�\��
preventing Israel from destroying Hezbollah altogether. Qassem stated that the people of southern 
�/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���U�H�M�H�F�W���W�K�H���,�'�)���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H�U�H�����4�D�V�V�H�P���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���´�S�R�S�X�O�D�U���U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���L�V���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G�´���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H���D�U�P�\���D�Q�G���´�D�U�P�H�G���M�L�K�D�G�L�V�W���U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���´���4�D�V�V�H�P���U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H���V�W�D�W�H�����U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q��
Hezbollah, is responsible for responding to Israeli violations of the Israel -Lebanon ceasefire agreement. 
Qassem denied recent IDF allegations that Hezbollah has encouraged the premature return of civilians 
to southern Lebanon.[36]  

Qassem confirmed that former Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah and his successor 
Hashem Safieddine will be buried in Lebanon on February 23, five days after the expiration of the 
Israel-Lebanon ceasefire agreement on February 18.[37] A senior Hezbollah official previously stated 
that Nasrallah would be buried on January 25, which was the last day of the ceasefire agreement prior 
to the extension.[38]  Israel killed Nasrallah in an airstrike on September 27, 2024, and Safieddine in a 
separate airstrike on October 3, 2024.[39]  
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West Bank 

The IDF continued counterterrorism operations in Jenin on February 2.  The IDF destroyed 
23 buildings that it said Palestinian militias had been using for unspecified purposes in Jenin on 
February 2.[40]  The IDF located weapons caches, weapons laboratories, observation points, and 
explosives during operations.[41] The IDF conducted airstrikes targeting militia cells in three locations 
in Jenin Governorate.[42]  The IDF killed two Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) fighters in a strike in 
Qabatiya, Jenin Governorate.[43]  Israel previously released the two PIJ fighters as part of a ceasefire-
hostage deal in November 2023.[44] The IDF assessed the two fighters were preparing for an imminent 
attack.[45]  PIJ separately detonated improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and fired small arms 
targeting the IDF in Jenin.[46]  The IDF has killed over 50 militia fighters in operations in the West 
Bank since it began its operation on January 21.[47] 
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The IDF expanded operations in the West Bank on February 2 and began operating in 
Tamun, Tubas Governorate.  Tamun is located approximately 25 kilometers southeast of Jenin. The 
IDF confiscated small arms in Tamun on February 2.[48]   Elements of the 828th Bislamach Infantry 
Brigade, 431st Territorial Brigade, and 421st Ephraim Territorial Brigade are operating in  three areas 
of the northern West Bank.[49]  

Iranian Decision -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy  

�,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �/�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V�� �D�G�Y�L�V�H�U�� �$�O�L�� �/�D�U�L�M�D�Q�L�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�L�J�Q�D�O�� �D�� �O�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �F�O�D�U�L�W�\�� �R�Q��
whether Iran is willing to re -engage with Western powers over nuclear 
negotiations. [50]  �/�D�U�L�M�D�Q�L���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�Q�R�Z���L�V���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���W�R���V�P�R�R�W�K���W�K�H���D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���>�Q�X�F�O�H�D�U�@��
�G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\���´���E�X�W���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�L�W���L�V���W�R�R���H�D�U�O�\���W�R���E�H���H�D�J�H�U���I�R�U���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
an interview with Iranian media on February 1. Larijani also state d that during previous nuclear 
�Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�U�D�Q�� �G�L�G�� �Q�R�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �E�X�W�� �Q�R�Z�� �,�U�D�Q�� �K�D�V�� �³�D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U��
�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���L�Q���D�Q���D�W�R�P�L�F���Z�D�\���´���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���$�E�E�D�V���$�U�D�J�K�F�K�L���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V��
a debate among Iranian officials about whether Iran should revise its nuclear doctrine and pursue a 
nuclear weapon as an alternative to a nuclear agreement in an interview with Sky News on January 
28.[51] 

�,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���/�H�D�G�H�U���$�O�L���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L���S�U�D�L�V�H�G���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���\�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���³�L�Q���D�O�O��
�I�L�H�O�G�V�´�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �����V�W�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �4�X�U�D�Q�� �&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� �����>�����@ Khamenei also 
called the Israel-�+�D�P�D�V���F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H���D���´�Y�L�F�W�R�U�\�´���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S�� 

The Iranian Defense Ministry unveiled new air defense equipment during Iranian 
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �0�D�V�R�X�G�� �3�H�]�H�V�K�N�L�D�Q�¶�V�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�¶�V�� �D�H�U�R�V�S�D�F�H�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�[�� �R�Q��
February 2.[53]  The Defense Ministry introduced their latest precision -guided ballistic missile called 
�W�K�H�� �³�(�W�H�P�D�G���´�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�D�V�� �D�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� ������������ �N�L�O�R�P�H�W�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�� ������ �P�H�W�H�U�V�� �O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �G�L�D�P�H�W�H�U�� �R�I�� ����������
m.[54]  The Defense Ministry also displayed an updated version of the Bavar 373 air defense system, 
which has a detection radar, and six transporter, erector, launcher, and radar platforms. The air defense 
system has a detection range of 320 km, a tracking range of 260 km, a missile launch range of 200 km, 
and an engagement range of 300 km, according to Iranian media.[55]  The updated Bavar 373 system 
is reportedly capable of tracking 60 targets while engaging with six targets simultaneously. The new 
system launches Sayyad 4B missiles. The Space organization also unveiled the Navak satellites and 
upgraded versions of Pars 1 and Pars 2, all with higher altitude capacities and better 
telecommunications coverage, on National Space Technology Day on February 2.[56] Iran is displaying 
new air defense equipment likely to replace Iranian air defense systems that Israel destroyed in its 
precision strikes on over 20 locations in Iran on October 25, 2024.[57]  

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends 
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly based on regional events.  

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is 
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comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with 
varying levels of financial, military, and po litical support in exchange for some degree of influence or 
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian 
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually 
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing 
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian regional strategy.  

 

 

[1] https://www.rudaw  dot net/sorani/middleeast/iraq/020220255  

[2]  https://www.rudaw dot net/sorani/middleeast/iraq/020220255  ; https://almadapaper  dot 
net/394952/  

[3]  https://shafaq  dot 
com/ar/%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%B3%D9%80%D9%80%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%8
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%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1 

[4]  https://apnews.com/article/iraq -us-islamic-state-isis-pmf-withdrawal -coalition -
b9194ed8e8ad944b15aaf7e41337912c 

[5]  https://www.reuters.com/world/us -iraq-deal-would-see-hundreds-troops-withdraw -first -year-
sources-say-2024-09-06/  

[6]  https://www.aa dot 
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%86-%D9%86%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7-
%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8-
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%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%BA%D8%B2%D8%A9-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-
%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%89-/3469466  
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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the 
Study of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-
sponsored activities that undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. 

Click here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G��here to see 
�&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D�����7�K�H�V�H���P�D�S�V���D�U�H��
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western 
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We 
utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes 
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports. 

An Iraqi Sunni parliamentarian criticized State of Law Coalition head Nouri al Maliki on 
February 3 for promoting sectarianism.[1] Maliki gave a speech on February 1 in which he 
made anti-Sunni sectarian statements and implicitly accused Sunnis of trying to overthrow the 
�,�U�D�T�L���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���>���@���3�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���3�D�U�W�\���P�H�P�E�H�U���6�K�D�D�O�D�Q���D�O���.�D�U�L�P���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���0�D�O�L�N�L�¶�V���V�S�H�H�F�K��
�D�V���³�F�K�D�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�H�F�W�D�U�L�D�Q�L�V�P�´���D�Q�G���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���6�K�L�D���&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���)�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���²  a loose 
coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi parties �²  �I�R�U���Q�R�W���G�H�Q�R�X�Q�F�L�Q�J���0�D�O�L�N�L�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���>���@���.�D�U�L�P��
added that the Iraqi parliament approved the General Amnesty Law amendment on January 21 
�Z�L�W�K���³�E�U�R�D�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���´���.�D�U�L�P���O�L�N�H�O�\���P�D�G�H���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���0�D�O�L�N�L�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P��
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���³�P�X�U�G�H�U�H�U�V���D�Q�G���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�V�´���I�U�R�P���S�U�L�V�R�Q���>���@���7�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
Amnesty Law amendment will grant amnesty to many Iraqis, including some who were arrested 
under Article 4 of the Anti-Terrorism Law.[5] The approval of the amendment was a long-
standing Sunni demand and has long been opposed by Iraqi Shia parties. CTP-ISW has observed 
�Q�R���R�W�K�H�U���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���,�U�D�T�L���6�X�Q�Q�L���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���0�D�O�L�N�L�¶�V���V�S�H�H�Fh at the time of this writing. 

Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara will visit Ankara, Turkey, on February 4.[6] The 
director of media for Turkish President Erdogan said that Shara will discuss the latest 
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developments in Syria and Syrian-Turkish economic and security cooperation during meetings at 
the Presidential Complex.[7] 

Unknown actors detonated a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) along the 
M4 highway outside of Manbij and killed at least 19 people on February 3.[8] Syrian media 
reported that unknown actors parked the VBIED near the Hassin station, outside of Manbij City, 
on February 2 and then detonated it the next day. At least 15 of the casualties were agricultural 
workers in the vehicle next to the VBIED.[9] Unknown actors have recently detonated at least 
seven VBIEDS in the Manbij area since December 2024, including an attack on February 1.[10] 
This most recent attack is the highest casualty incident yet in the series of attacks. The 
perpetrators and intended target(s) of the attack are unknown at this time. Syrian President 
�$�K�P�H�G���D�O���6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���2�I�I�L�F�H���V�D�L�G���L�Q���D���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���V�W�D�W�H���Z�R�X�O�G���S�X�U�V�X�H���D�Q�G���L�P�S�R�V�H��
�³�V�H�Y�H�U�H���S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V�´���R�Q���W�K�H���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���>�����@ 
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Turkish and anti-�6�'�)���6�\�U�L�D�Q���P�H�G�L�D���D�F�F�X�V�H�G���W�K�H���.�X�U�G�L�V�W�D�Q���:�R�U�N�H�U�V�¶���3�D�U�W�\�����3�.�.�������W�K�H���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V��
Protection Units (YPG), and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) of conducting the February 3 
VBIED attack.[12] Previous VBIED attacks have similarly inspired accusations against the SDF. 
SDF officials condemned the attack and blamed Turkish-backed factions for conducting the 
attack and inspiring fear among the population.[13] The SDF volunteered the help the Syrian 
interim government find the perpetrators.[14] 

Key Takeaways: 

�x Iraq: An Iraqi Sunni parliamentarian criticized Nour al Maliki for stoking sectarian 
tensions. This comes after Maliki gave an inflammatory speech accusing Sunnis of trying 
to overthrow the Iraqi federal government. 

�x Syria: Interim President Ahmed al Shara will pay an official visit to Ankara to discuss 
bilateral cooperation and events in Syria. 

�x Syria: An unknown actor detonated a VBIED near Manbij in northern Syria, marking the 
seventh VBIED detonation in the area in recent months. 
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Syria 

Turkey and the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army (SNA) continued to strike SDF 
positions along key ground lines of communication in order to isolate SDF forces at Qara 
Qozak Bridge. The SDF said that Turkish aircraft struck multiple villages east of Qara Qozak 
Bridge, including Ghasq, Melha, al Tineh, and the Sarrin airbase on February 2.[15] A Turkish 
airstrike reportedly damaged the al Shuyoukh Fawqani water station.[16] Turkey has 
concentrated airstrikes targeting SDF positions along the eastern bank of the Euphrates River 
near Qara Qozak Bridge in recent days.[17] 

Anti -SDF media reported that Turkey shelled SDF positions west of Tal Abyad, Raqqa 
Province, on February 3.[18] The SDF and SNA recently exchanged artillery fire in the 
western Tal Abyad countryside on February 2.[19] 
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Syrian media circulated reports on February 3 that the Syrian Defense Ministry appointed 
two SNA leaders as division commanders within the new Syrian armed forces. Hamza 
Division Commander Saif Abu Bakr expressed congratulations on February 3 to Abu Amsha for 
�K�L�V���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���E�U�L�J�D�G�L�H�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���D�Q�G���D�V�V�X�P�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���������W�K���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�´���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\��
3.[20] Abu Amsha currently commands the Suleiman Shah Brigades, which comprises the SNA 
�³�-�R�L�Q�W���)�R�U�F�H�´���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���+�D�P�]�D���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���8�6���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�\���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G���E�R�W�K���$�E�X��
Amsha and Abu Bakr for human rights abuses against Kurds.[21] The Syrian Ministry of 
Defense recently promoted Amsha to the rank of colonel on Dec�H�P�E�H�U���������>�����@���$�E�X���$�P�V�K�D�¶�V��
�U�X�P�R�U�H�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���D�O�V�R���F�R�P�H�V���D�P�L�G���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���6�1�$���O�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V��
promotion to division commander. Anti-SDF media reported that Liberation and Construction 
�0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���5�D�H�G���D�O���$�U�D�E�����D�N�D���$�E�X���$�U�D�E�����Z�D�V���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���³�������W�K��
�$�U�P�R�U�H�G���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���´�>�����@���7�K�H���/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��
the SNA.[24] Syrian media previously identified Abu Arab in January 2024 as the commander of 
�W�K�H���Q�H�Z���³�%�D�G�L�D���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���´���Z�K�R���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\���O�H�G���W�K�H���+�7�6-�O�H�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��
seizure of Zamla oil field on January 22.[25] The Syrian Defense Ministry has notably not 
confirmed the appointments nor the establishment of the divisions. Both Abu Amsha and Abu 
Arab have met directly with Syrian Interim Defense Minister Marhaf Abu Qasra in recent weeks, 
supporting the suggestion that both could serve in prominent positions within the future Syrian 
armed forces.[26] 

The Syrian Defense Ministry has yet to announce whether it will establish new formations or 
inherit legacy Syrian Arab Army (SAA) structures. The 118th Armored Division did not exist 
under the SAA. The 25th Division, however, is a former SAA special operations forces unit that 
last deployed to stop the opposition offensive in November and December 2024.[27] It is unclear 
�L�I���W�K�H���U�X�P�R�U�H�G���Q�H�Z���³�����W�K���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�´���Z�L�O�O���I�R�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���X�Q�L�W�¶�V���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� 

Syrian President Ahmed al Shara told Western journalists on January 31 that he asked 
�7�X�U�N�H�\���W�R���K�D�O�W���L�W�V���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���D���³�I�X�O�O-�I�O�H�G�J�H�G�´���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���6�\�U�L�D���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���J�L�Y�H��
�W�K�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���³�V�S�D�F�H���W�R���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�'�)���>�����@��Turkish officials have 
�U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R���O�D�X�Q�F�K���D���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���³�G�H�V�W�U�R�\�´���W�K�H���6�'�)���L�I���L�W���I�D�L�O�V���W�R���G�L�V�D�U�P���>�����@��
�6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���7�X�U�N�L�V�K���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���+�D�N�D�Q���)�L�G�D�Q�
�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W��
on January 10 that the interim Syrian government should be given the opportunity to address 
Kurdish militants' presence within the SDF before Turkey takes military action.[30] Fidan said 
that the HTS-�O�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���D�Q���³�D�J�H�Q�G�D�´���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���³�3�.�.���<�3�*�´���E�X�W���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G��
�W�K�D�W���³�7�X�U�N�H�\���Z�L�O�O�´���W�D�N�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�I���R�W�K�H�U�V���²  presumably HTS �²  fail to do so.[31] 

Negotiations between the SDF and Syrian interim government have continued since January 10 
without tangible results. SDF commander Mazloum Abdi said in a February 2 interview with the 
Associated Press that SDF officials will continue to visit Damascus to negotiate with the Syrian 
interim government.[32] Abdi said that SDF officials recently sent a proposal to the Damascus 
�D�Q�G���D�U�H���³�Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���´�>�����@���6�\�U�L�D�Q���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���$�K�P�H�G���D�O���6�K�D�U�D���V�D�L�G���R�Q���)ebruary 3 that 
the SDF has expressed its readiness to give up its weapons to the government but that the two 
�S�D�U�W�L�H�V���V�W�L�O�O���G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���³�G�H�W�D�L�O�V���´�>�����@���$�E�G�L���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�'�)���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��
based out of Damascus and does not seek northeastern Syria to set up an autonomous 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W���O�L�N�H���L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���,�U�D�T���E�X�W���V�W�L�O�O���V�H�H�N�V���D���³�G�H�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G�´���V�W�D�W�H���>�����@���7�K�H��
issue of centralization has previously served as one of the primary sticking points between the 
SDF and the Syrian government. The commander of the SDF's Northern Democratic Brigade 
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told Kurdish media on February 3 that the SDF will not consider disarming before it resolves 
issues related to civilian institutions and displaced persons with the Syrian government.[36] 

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) withdrew from two positions in Quneitra Province near 
the Golan Heights in Syria on February 2.[37] Local media reported that Israeli forces left the 
Quneitra Province court building and Mantara Dam area.[38] Israeli forces began establishing 
positions in Quneitra Province on December 8.[39] The Quneitra Provincial Council and the 
Syrian Civil Defense began clearing roads of rubble near the previous IDF deployment.[40] 

 

Interim government forces seized small arms destined to be smuggled to Lebanon from Rif 
Dimashq and Homs provinces on February 2 and 3.[41] Syrian forces previously thwarted a 
smuggling attempt to resupply Hezbollah in Lebanon from Rif Dimashq on January 25.[42] The 
General Directorate specified in the previous smuggling attempt that the weapons were intended 
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for Hezbollah.[43] It is unlikely that existing smuggling networks fully collapsed when the 
Assad regime fell, despite the flight of numerous Iranian-backed elements from Syria. 

Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara outlined his vision and an updated timeline for 
building a new Syrian government on February 3. Shara told Syria TV that he plans for Syria 
to be a republican system with an executive administration and a judiciary.[44] He reiterated that 
Syria would first have an unelected interim parliament because of the challenges of holding an 
election with over half the population still in exile.[45] This appointed parliament and committee 
�Z�D�V���I�L�U�V�W���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���³�Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�´���W�K�D�W���+�D�\�D�W���7�D�K�U�L�U���D�O���6�K�D�P���K�H�O�G���L�Q���'�D�P�D�V�F�X�V���R�Q��
January 29.[46] Shara estimated in his February 3 interview that there would be a four-to-five-
year period before Syria would hold elections and full transfer to the new system.[47] Shara had 
previously described the interim government overseeing a three-to-four-year transition period, 
during which he would presumably rule and exert heavy influence over the allocation of political 
power.[48] Shara said that he rejects a quota system that for Syria that would give government 
positions or power percentages to specific sectarian or ethnic groups.[49] Shara has previously 
indicated that he �L�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���³�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�>�L�Q�J�@���D�O�O���V�H�F�W�V�´���D�Q�G���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���³�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�´���Z�L�W�K��
them, but it is not yet clear if this dialogue will involve the discussion of constitutional issues, 
and he has not yet taken concrete steps to include Syrian minorities in the government.[50] 
�6�K�D�U�D�¶�V���+�D�\�D�W���7�D�K�U�L�U���D�O���6�K�D�P���L�V���D���S�U�H�G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W�O�\���6�X�Q�Q�L���$�U�D�E���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q��
�R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D�¶�V���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���T�X�R�W�D�V���Q�R�W���L�Q���K�L�V���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� 

Iraq  

Axis of Resistance objectives: 

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 
�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent 

Unspecified individuals conducted a drone attack targeting the Emirati-operated Khor 
Mor gas field in Sulaymaniyah Province, Iraq, on February 2.[51] The Iraqi Kurdistan 
�&�R�X�Q�W�H�U�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�D�W�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�W�O�D�Z�H�G���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�´���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���I�U�R�P��
Bashir, Kirkuk Province.[52] Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani ordered the 
formation of a security committee to investigate the attack. No group has claimed responsibility 
for the attack at the time of this writing. Armed groups have attacked the Khor Mor gas field on 
multiple occasions in recent years, including in June 2022 and April 2024.[53] 

Iraqi National Security Adviser Qassem al Araji met with Accountability and Justice 
Commission head Bassem al Badri on February 3.[54] The Accountability and Justice 
Commission replaced the De-Baathification Committee in 2008 and is ostensibly responsible for 
�S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���³�W�K�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�D�W�K�¶�V���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\�����S�R�Z�H�U�����R�U���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���´�>�����@���,�Q���U�H�D�O�L�W�\�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H��
Shia Coordination Framework, which is a coalition of Iranian-backed Shia political parties, has 
weaponized the Accountability and Justice Commission to sideline political opposition.[56] 
Badri is a member of the Dawa Party, which is led by former Prime Minister Nouri al 
Maliki.[57] Malik i appointed Badri as the head of the Accountability and Justice Commission in 
�����������>�����@���$�U�D�M�L�¶�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���%�D�G�U�L���F�R�P�H�V���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���Q�H�Z�O�\���I�R�U�P�H�G���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�X�Q�Q�L���/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S��
Coalition demanded the dissolution of the Accountability and Justice Commission on January 
18.[59] Iraqi Sunnis have demanded the dissolution of this commission since before the United 
States withdrew from Iraq in December 2011.[60] 
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Araji separately met with Maliki on February 3.[61] Iraqi media reported that Araji and Maliki 
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���³�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
�D�Q�G���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���>�,�U�D�T�@���´���0�D�O�L�N�L���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�Dry 1 that he will not allow the 
dissolution of the Accountability and Justice Commission.[62] 

Arabian Peninsula 

Axis of Resistance objectives: 

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi-controlled areas 
�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen 
�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip 

Nothing significant to report. 

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon 

Axis of Resistance objectives: 

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing 
operations in the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 
�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 
�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

The Gaza Strip 

Nothing significant to report. 
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Lebanon 

The IDF 91st Division has destroyed Hezbollah military infrastructure and weapons in 
southern Lebanon in recent days.[63] The IDF 769th Territorial Brigade (91st Division) 
destroyed several weapons depots, which included mortars, missiles, rockets, and other military 
equipment. The IDF 7th Armored Brigade (36th Division) continued operations in southern 
Lebanon. Geolocated footage posted to X (Twitter) showed the IDF destroyed infrastructure in 
Kfar Kila, southern Lebanon.[64] Lebanese and Hezbollah-affiliated media reported that the IDF 
has detonated explosives in Kfar Kila in recent days.[65] The IDF killed Hezbollah fighters in 
southern Lebanon and detained suspects whom it deemed posed a threat.[66] 
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Geolocated footage posted to X (Twitter) on February 2 showed that the IDF moved 
southward from Deir Mimas, southern Lebanon.[67] The Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) 
back filled the IDF in Deir Mimas on January 27.[68] Lebanese media reported the IDF moved 
eastward from Aitaroun toward this area on February 1.[69] 

 

West Bank 

The IDF detained a Palestinian individual who had infiltrated from the West Bank into 
Kafr Qara, northern Israel and planned to conduct attacks.[70] The IDF detained the 
�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���D�I�W�H�U���K�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���K�L�V���Z�L�V�K���W�R���G�L�H���D���³�P�D�U�W�\�U�´���L�Q���D���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���S�R�V�W�����7�K�H���G�H�W�D�L�Q�H�H���L�V���D��
resident of Jenin, northern West Bank. 
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The IDF has killed three Palestinian fighters in Tulkarm, northern West Bank, in recent 
days.[71] The IDF located an improvised explosive device (IED) manufacturing facility and 
destroyed approximately 45 IEDs there. The IDF also detained 50 fighters in Tulkarm. These 
activities are part of the large-scale IDF counterterrorism operation designed to destroy militia 
infrastructure in the northern West Bank.[72] 

The IDF 828th Infantry Brigade began to use Eitan armored fighting vehicles (AFV) to 
support the counterterrorism operation in Tubas, northern West Bank, on February 2.[73]  

Iranian Decision-Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy 

Iraqi Parliament Speaker Mahmoud al Mashhadani met with senior Iranian officials in 
Tehran on February 2 and 3.[74] Mashhadani met with Iranian Judiciary Chief Gholam 
Hossein Mohseni Ejei, Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, and Deputy Parliament 
Speaker Haji Babaei. These meetings touched on Iran-Iraqi relations across several fields, 
including parliamentary cooperation and infrastructure projects, which Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian had discussed in his visit to Iraq in September 2024.[75] 

The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy sent the Shahid Sattar Mahmoudi 
flotilla to Port Khalid Sharjah in Sharjah City, the United Arab Emirates for a three -day 
port visit on February 3.[76] IRGC Navy Commander Rear Admiral Ali Reza Tangsiri stated 
that this is the first time the IRGC and Artesh navies have conducted a prolonged port visit to the 
United Arab Emirates.[77] Tangsiri added that this visit is part of several military cooperation 
e�Y�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���6�W�U�D�L�W���R�I���+�R�U�P�X�]���>�����@ 

Iranian officials continue to meet with Azerbaijani and Armenia officials. Azerbaijani 
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���+�L�N�P�H�W���+�D�M�L�\�H�Y���P�H�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���0�D�V�R�X�G���3�H�]�H�V�K�N�L�D�Q����
Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi, and Supreme National Security Council Secretary Ali 
Akbar Ahmadian separately, on the sidelines of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) 
Deputy Foreign Ministers summit in Tehran on February 1 and 2.[79] All Iranian officials 
�F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���$�]�H�U�E�D�L�M�D�Q�¶�V���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q��
the South Caucasus. Ahmadian, who recently met with Armenian officials in Yerevan on 
�-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������D�O�V�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���+�D�M�L�\�H�Y���W�R���Q�R�W���O�H�W���³�H�Q�H�P�L�H�V�´���K�D�U�P���7�H�K�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���%�D�N�X�¶�V���J�R�R�G��
relationship.[80] Deputy Foreign Ministers from ECO member states, including Afghanistan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan also 
attended the ECO summit.[81] 

Iranian media recently circulated a video of a female Iranian citizen removing her clothing 
and climbing on top of a police car to resist arrest in Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi 
Province.[82] It is unclear when the incident took place or why the police tried to arrest her. 
Some social media users have connected her protest to the Mahsa Amini movement.[83] This 
incident comes after a female Iranian student similarly removed some of her clothing in protest 
against being harassed and assaulted by regime security forces at the Islamic Azad University in 
November 2024.[84] Security forces reportedly targeted the student for improperly adhering to 
the mandatory hijab law. The incident in Mashhad is noteworthy given that Mashhad is one of 
the most conservative cities in Iran. 
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Iranian security forces arrested an unspecified Salafi-jihadi cell in Javanroud, 
Kermanshah Province on February 3.[85] The arrest comes after the IRGC Ground Forces 
and Artesh Ground Forces conducted military exercises in Kermanshah Province in January 
2025.[86] 

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and 
trends that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats 
Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) 
provides these updates regularly based on regional events. 

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V��
cultivated in the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This 
transnational coalition is comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to 
secure their collective interests. Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its 
leader. Iran furnishes these groups with varying levels of financial, military, and political 
support in exchange for some degree of influence or control over their actions. Some are 
traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian direction, while others are partners over 
which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the Axis of Resistance are united by their 
grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually expelling American influence 
from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing these objectives and 
supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of Iranian regional 
strategy. 
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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study 
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored 
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests. 
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alongside the static maps present in this report.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

Iran is conducting nuclear research that would enable it to build a nuclear weapon in a 
period of months. The New York Times reported on February 3 that a "secret team" of Iranian 
weapons engineers and scientists is "exploring" a faster approach to build a nuclear weapon in a "matter 
�R�I���P�R�Q�W�K�V���´�>���@���7�K�H���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���,�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Rn and 
Research (SPND), which, under a different name, played a leading role in the Iranian nuclear weapons 
research program before 2003. The new approach would decrease the time Iran needs to turn weapons-
grade uranium (uranium enriched to 90 percent) into  a nuclear weapon. This approach would 
significantly reduce the time that the International Atomic Energy Agency would have to detect Iranian 
weaponization activity. It would also reduce the time that the United States or Israel would have to take 
military  action against Iranian nuclear facilities. Iran currently possesses near weapons-grade uranium 
(uranium enriched to 60 percent), but Western estimates indicate that Iran could further enrich this 
material to weapons-grade levels within days. Unspecified US officials said that Iran could build an 
"older -style nuclear weapon" using the new approach, but that such a weapon would not fit on a ballistic 
missile and would likely be less reliable than a modern weapon. CTP-ISW does not assess that Iran 
has decided to build a nuclear weapon at this time.  

�,�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �F�R�P�H�V�� �D�V�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �K�D�V�� �H�U�R�G�H�G�� �N�H�\�� �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �,�U�D�Q�¶�V��
deterrence since October 2024.  The IDF has defeated Hamas in the Gaza Strip and degraded 
Hezbollah.[2] The IDF also disabled Iranian air defenses and disrupted Iranian missile production 
capabilities in its airstrikes on Iran in October 2024.[3] The New York Times reported that Iran is 
�H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J���³�Q�H�Z���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V�´���W�R���G�H�W�H�U���8�6���R�U���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���V�W�U�L�N�H�V�����F�L�W�L�Q�J���X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���>���@���6�R�P�H���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q��
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hardliners have publicly called for Iran to acquire a nuclear weapon to restore deterrence vis-a-vis 
Israel.[5] CTP-ISW has previously observed that some Iranian hardliners are trying to pressure the 
Supreme Leader to revoke his 2003 fatwa that bans the production and use of nuclear weapons. 

US President Donald Trump ordered the re -�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �³�P�D�[�L�P�X�P�� �S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�´��
sanctions on Iran on February 4 to dissuade Iran from pursuing a nuclear weapon. Trump 
signed an executive order that targets Iranian oil sales to other countries.[6] Trump previously 
�Z�L�W�K�G�U�H�Z���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���-�R�L�Q�W���&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���3�O�D�Q���R�I���$�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�P�S�R�V�H�G���³�P�D�[�L�P�X�P���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�´���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
on Iran during his first term as president. Trump told repo rters that he is open to a deal with Iran and 
would be willing to meet with Iranian officials.  

�³�0�D�[�L�P�X�P�� �S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�´�� �V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �F�D�X�V�H�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �G�H�W�H�U�L�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q��
economy.  The Iranian budget relies heavily on oil export revenues. Iran previously exported around 
2.5 million barrels of oil per day in April 2018 �² one month before Trump withdrew the United States 
from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.[7] Iranian oil export s fell dramatically in the following 
years, but oil exports began to slowly increase beginning in 2020, though Iran still only exported 
400,000 barrels per day in 2020.[8] Iran will likely try to continue to export oil illicitly but will likely 
not be able to maintain current oil export levels.[9] Oil exports are also insufficient to resolve the 
underlying issues that plague the Iranian economy. These issues will remain regardless of the 
imposition of sanctions. These economic issues include widespread corruption, nepotism, and the 
outsized role of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps and parastatal foundations, known as 
bonyads, in the [10]economy.[11] 

Iran is attempting to improve its air defense abilities possibly in preparation for a 
conventional conflict with the United States or Israel. Iranian Armed Forces General Staff 
Chief Major General Mohammad Bagheri, with the approval of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, 
appointed Artesh Air Defense Force Commander Brigadier General Alireza Sabahi Fard as the 
commander of the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters on February 4.[12] Sabahi Fard will 
continue to serve as the Artesh Air Defense Force commander as well. Sabahi Fard replaced Brigadier 
General Ghader Rahim Zadeh, who had commanded the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters 
since April 2021.[13] Khamenei appointed Rahim Zadeh as an adviser to Artesh Commander Major 
General Abdol Rahim Mousavi.[14] Iran established the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters in 
2008. Khamenei restructured the Iranian air defense structure in 2019, delegating air defense 
operations to the Artesh Air Defense Force and elevating the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense 
Headquarters to a higher echelon of command. The Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters is 
responsible for coordinating air defense activity b etween the Artesh and IRGC. Sabahi Fard previously 
commanded the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters from May 2018 to May 2019 before 
Khamenei restructured it.[15]  

These military leadership changes come as Iran has conducted several air defense exercises in recent 
weeks, specifically around Iranian nuclear facilities.[16] The Artesh Air Defense Force most recently 
conducted an exercise in southwestern Iran on February 4.[17] The Artesh Air Defense Force tested 
Iranian -�P�D�G�H���U�D�G�D�U���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����D�Q���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���´�0�D�M�L�G�´���D�Q�G���³�-�R�V�K�D�Q�´���P�L�V�V�L�O�H��
systems, which Iranian media claims can intercept a large-scale drone attack.[18] These exercises 
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�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�� �,�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�� �L�W�V�� �D�L�U�� �G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �D�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
conventional conflict with the United States or Israel.  

An Israeli delegation will travel to Doha on February 8 and 9 to negotiate the second 
phase of the Israel -Hamas ceasefire -hostage agreement.[19] �7�K�H�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �3�U�L�P�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�¶�V��
Office announced that the delegation would travel to Doha after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu met with US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff in Washington, DC on February 
4. The ceasefire agreement required Israel and Hamas to begin negotiations for the second phase on 
�)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�������>�����@���5�H�X�W�H�U�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���R�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�K�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H�����L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�³���W�R��
include the release of the remaining Israeli hostages, a complete Israel Defense Forces withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip, and a permanent ceasefire.[21] 
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Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara discussed Syrian -Turkish defense 
coordination with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara, Turkey, on 
February 4.[22] �6�K�D�U�D�� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �6�\�U�L�D�� �L�V�� �I�R�U�P�L�Q�J�� �D�� �³�M�R�L�Q�W�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�´�� �Z�L�W�K�� �7�X�U�N�H�\�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W��
regional security threats and ensure lasting stability in the two countries.[23] Neither Shara nor 
Erdogan provided details about this strategy. Several unspecified officials and security sources told 
Reuters on February 4 that Shara and Erdogan would likely discuss the creation of a joint defense pact 
�W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z���7�X�U�N�H�\���W�R���X�V�H���D�L�U�E�D�V�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���6�\�U�L�D�Q���G�H�V�H�U�W���D�Q�G���W�D�N�H���D���³�O�H�D�G���U�R�O�H�´���L�Q���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
the new Syrian army.[24] Shara and Erdogan did not announce a defense pact during their joint press 
conference. 

A defense pact between Syria and Turkey would be consistent with current Syrian objectives. Syrian 
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���S�X�U�V�X�H���³�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´���Z�L�W�K���7�X�U�N�H�\���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G��
Turkish -backed factions and commanders in meetings about the establishment of the new Syrian 
government and military.[25] The presence of Turkish forces at Syrian airbases in the central Syrian 
desert would in theory enable Turkey to defend Syrian airspace in the event of a future attack, according 
to several officials, including one Syrian security official.[26] The Assad regime previously acquired and 
used Russian and Iranian air defense systems, such as the Russian Pantsir missile system.[27] Israeli 
airstrikes before and after the fall of the regime likely  destroyed the majority of these systems.[28] The 
Syrian government is likely eager to obtain temporary Turkish protection from potential threats in the 
absence of a functional military and active air defense systems. The new Syrian army also needs military 
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���� �E�R�W�K�� �R�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�� �D�Q�G�� �,�U�D�Q�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �$�V�V�D�G�¶�V�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q�� �$�U�D�E��
Army (SAA).[29] Syrian Interim Defense Minister Marhaf Abu Qasra noted during a recent interview 
�W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �Q�H�H�G�V�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �´�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�´�� �W�R repair or replace aircraft, tanks, and 
radars.[30] The new Syrian army units, which the interim government is forming from various armed 
factions, will require training to become organized and disciplined units.  

A defense pact between Syria and Turkey would similarly enable Turkey to pursue its strategic 
objectives in Syria by increasing its influence in Syria. Turkish officials have repeatedly stated that 
�7�X�U�N�H�\�� �V�H�H�N�V�� �W�R�� �³�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H�´�� �W�K�H�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q�� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �)�R�U�F�H�V�� ��SDF).[31] An unspecified regional 
intelligence official stated that Turkey seeks to establish airbases at Palmyra military airport and the 
�7�L�\�D�V���D�L�U�E�D�V�H���W�R���V�H�Q�G���D���³�P�H�V�V�D�J�H�´���W�R���W�K�H���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�L�W�V�����<�3�*�����L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���6�\�U�L�D���>�����@ 

�)�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H�G���7�X�U�N�L�V�K���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���O�L�N�H�O�\���E�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���7�X�U�N�H�\���D�Q�G���+�7�6�¶�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V��
to coerce the SDF to integrate into the Syrian Defense Ministry. Shara and Erdogan likely discussed 
�U�H�F�H�Q�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���+�7�6�¶�V���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�Wh the SDF. Shara recently told Western media 
that he is not very optimistic about the possibility of an agreement with the SDF but that negotiations 
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���>�����@���,�P�S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�G���3�.�.���O�H�D�G�H�U���$�E�G�X�O�O�D�K���2�F�D�O�D�Q���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���D�Q���L�P�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���´�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���F�D�O�O�´��
for the �.�X�U�G�L�V�W�D�Q�� �:�R�U�N�H�U�V�µ�� �3�D�U�W�\�� ���3�.�.���� �W�R�� �G�L�V�D�U�P���� �7�X�U�N�L�V�K�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �F�D�O�O�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
pressure the SDF into an agreement to disarm and integrate into the HTS-led interim government.[34] 
Turkey has repeatedly threatened to conduct a military offensive into northern Syria in order to 
�³�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H�´�� �W�K�H�� �6�'�)�� �E�X�W�� �K�D�V�� �U�H�I�U�D�L�Q�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �V�R�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �+�7�6�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �6�'�)���� �+�7�6�� �D�Q�G��
Turkey may calculate that a formal Turkey-Syria defense agreement and an increased Turkish military 
presence in Syria could pressure the SDF to concede to HTS and Turkish demands. The SDF is unlikely 
to disarm, however, as it actively engages Turkey and the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army in 
northern Syria.  
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A significant number of Russian vessels that had been at the Port of Tartus in recent 
weeks may have left Syria for Russia as Russian -Syrian negotiations about Russia's 
continued  access to its bases in Syria reportedly continue. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov claimed on February 3 that Russian and Syrian authorities will continue contact on "all issues," 
including Russia's continued access to the Port of Tartus.[35] Data from MarineTraffic .com showed 
that the Russian Sparta and Sparta II cargo ships were off the coast of Tunisia on February 4.[36] 
�2�6�,�1�7�� �D�Q�D�O�\�V�W�� �0�7�� �$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�� �S�R�V�W�H�G�� �V�D�W�H�O�O�L�W�H�� �L�P�D�J�H�U�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� ���� �V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K���
Sparta and Sparta II , as well as potentially the Alexander Otrakovsky Ropucha-class landing ship, the 
Admiral Golovko  Admiral Gorshkov -class frigate, and the Admiral Grigorovich  Grigorovich -class 
frigate off the coast of Tunisia.[37] Satellite imagery and reports from Ukraine's Main Military 
Intelligence Directorate (GUR) indicated that all these vessels had been at the Port of Tartus in 
December 2024 and January 2025.[38] The departure of a significant number of vessels from the Port 
of Tartus suggests that the Kremlin is not optimistic about the results of ongoing Russian-Syrian 
negotiations. The location of the vessels off the coast of Tunisia also suggests that these ships are not 
bound for Libya, though Russia sent some assets from Syria to Libya by air in December 2024 and 
January 2025, as the Critical Threats Project's (CTP) Africa File previously reported.[39] The Ukrainian 
Ministry of Defense's Resistance Center reported on February 4 that Russian ships began evacuating 
weapons from the Port of Tartus on January 27, and satellite imagery collected on January 18 and 27 
showed that the Russian military had loaded equipment onto the Sparta  and Sparta II at Tartus.[40] 
The Ukrainian Resistance Center noted that the Sparta II turned off its automatic identification system 
(AIS) after leaving Syria�² �D���F�R�P�P�R�Q���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���D�P�R�Q�J���V�K�L�S�V���L�Q���5�X�V�V�L�D�
�V�����V�K�D�G�R�Z���I�O�H�H�W���´�>�����@ 
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Key Takeaways:  

�x Iranian Nuclear Program: Iran is conducting nuclear research that would enable it to build 
a nuclear weapon in a period of months. CTP-ISW does not assess that Iran has decided to build 
�D���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q���D�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H�����,�U�D�Q�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���F�R�P�H�V���D�V���,�V�U�D�H�O���K�D�V���H�U�R�G�H�G���N�H�\��
e�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���G�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�F�H���V�L�Q�F�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U������������ 

�x Maximum Pressure: US President Donald Trump ordered the re-�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���³�P�D�[�L�P�X�P��
�S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�´���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���,�U�D�Q���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\������ �W�R���G�L�V�V�X�D�G�H���,�U�D�Q���I�U�R�P���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J���D���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q����
�³�0�D�[�L�P�X�P���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�´���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���O�L�N�H�O�\���F�D�X�V�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���G�H�W�H�U�L�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� 

�x Iranian Air Defense: Iran is attempting to improve its air defense abilities possibly in 
preparation for a conventional conflict with the United States or Israel. These military leadership 



7  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������5 
 

changes come as Iran has conducted several air defense exercises in recent weeks, specifically 
around Iranian nuclear facilities.  

�x Gaza Strip Ceasefire: An Israeli delegation will travel to Doha on February 8 and 9 to 
negotiate the second phase of the Israel-Hamas ceasefire-hostage agreement. 

�x Syria -Turkey Relations: Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara discussed Syrian-Turkish 
defense coordination with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara, Turkey, on 
February 4. A defense pact between Syria and Turkey would be consistent with current Syrian 
objectives, and it would similarly enable Turkey to pursue its strategic objectives in Syria by 
increasing its influence in Syria.  

�x Russia in Syria: A significant number of Russian vessels that had been at the Port of Tartus in 
recent weeks may have left Syria for Russia as Russian-Syrian negotiations about Russia's 
continued access to its bases in Syria reportedly continue. 

Syria  

Turkey continued to target SDF positions with airstrikes and artillery along key ground 
lines of communication to isolate the SDF at Qara Qozak Bridge.[42] The SDF reported on 
February 4 that Turkish aircraft struck multiple villages along the eastern bank of the Euphrates River, 
including Ghasq, al Tineh, Dukan, Jaada, and Sarrin.[43] The SDF also reported that Turkish artillery 
shelled villages near Qara Qozak Bridge.[44] Turkish airstrikes have concentrated recent attacks on 
SDF positions east of the Qara Qozak Bridge, likely to isolate SDF units operating at the bridgehead.[45] 

The SDF reported that Turkish drones struck an SDF position near Deir Hafer on 
February 4. [46] The SDF reported that the drone strikes killed two SDF fighters.[47] Turkey has 
targeted SDF positions in and around Deir Hafer in recent days.[48]  

The SDF attacked SNA forces near the Qara Qozak Bridge and Tishreen Dam on February 
4. [49] The SDF spokesperson reported that the SDF conducted an operation that targeted two separate 
groups of SNA fighters near Tishreen Dam.[50] The SDF killed two SNA fighters during the 
operation.[51] The SDF also reported that SDF destroyed unspecified SNA sites near Qara Qozak 
Hill.[52] Turkey conducted several airstrikes that targeted SDF units near the Tishreen Dam.[53]  

Anti -SDF media reported on February 4 that the SNA shelled SDF positions near Tal 
Tamr along the SNA -SDF frontline in Hasakah Province.[54]  
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Armed Syrian factions have expressed varying degrees of willingness to integrate into 
the interim Syrian Defense Ministry. The interim Syrian government announced on January 29 
�W�K�D�W���³�D�O�O���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���I�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���F�L�Y�L�O���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���E�R�G�L�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R��
�V�W�D�W�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���´�>�����@���8�6-backed Free Syrian Army (FSA) Commander Salem Antari, who controls US-
�E�D�F�N�H�G���´�)�U�H�H���6�\�U�L�D�Q���$�U�P�\�´���I�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�O���7�D�Q�I���]�R�Q�H�����V�W�D�W�H�G���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�������W�K�D�W���W�K�H���)�6�$���L�V���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�Q�J��
with the interim government to integrate into the interim Defense Ministry.[56] Antari added that the 
FSA is prepared to assume any duties assigned to it by the new Defense Ministry.[57]  

The Druze, Suwayda Province-based Men of Dignity Movement expressed support for the interim 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���6�\�U�L�D�Q���V�W�D�W�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���U�X�O�H���R�I���O�D�Z���E�X�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���S�O�H�G�J�H���L�W�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�U��
allegiance to the new interim government. The head of the Men of Dignity Movement, Sheikh Abu 
�+�D�V�V�D�Q���<�D�K�\�D���D�O���+�D�M�M�D�U�����D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�¶�V���Q�H�Z��
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�S�R�O�L�F�H���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���I�R�U�F�H�V���>�����@���+�D�M�M�D�U���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���R�Q�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���³�F�K�D�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�´���R�U��
�H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Q�J���³�R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���G�X�W�L�H�V�´���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���F�D�U�U�\���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���>�����@���$�Q���X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���V�H�Q�L�R�U���'�U�X�]�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O��
from Suwayda Province claimed that armed groups in the province will not disarm until the interim 
government establishes a state and constitution based on a decentralized system.[60] The Wall Street 
Journal reported that the Men of Dignity Movement has thus far prevented the entry of HTS -led forces 
into Suwayda Province.[61] 

Israeli forces likely continued operations in southern Syria on February 4. Syrian media 
reported that a convoy of Israeli military vehicles briefly entered al Maalaqa, Quneitra Province, on 
February 4.[62] CTP-ISW cannot verify local reporting. Israeli forces remained stationed in several 
positions within the disengagement zone between Syria and the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights.[63]  
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Iraq  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society 

�x Harden the Iraqi government against internal dissent  

The Iraqi Federal Supreme Court temporarily suspended the implementation of three 
laws that the Iraqi parliament passed on January 21.[64] The Federal Supreme Court 
suspended the implementation of the general amnesty, personal status, and property restitution laws 
�L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �³�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �>�W�K�H�V�H�@�� �O�D�Z�V�� �>�W�K�D�W�� �D�U�H�@�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �W�R�� �O�D�Z�V�X�L�W�V���´�� �6�R�P�H��
parliamentarians claimed that p arliament illegally passed these laws because it voted on the three laws 
simultaneously rather than separately.[65] The State of Law Coalition, which is led by former Prime 
Minister Nouri al Maliki, announced on January 23 that it would file a complaint wi th the Federal 
Supreme Court to challenge the constitutionality of the January 21 parliamentary session.[66] The 
Federal Supreme Court is headed by Jassem Mohammad Aboud, who is close to Iranian-backed Badr 
Organization Secretary General Hadi al Ameri.[67]  Ameri has previously expressed opposition to the 
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�P�Q�H�V�W�\���/�D�Z�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z���³�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´���W�R���³�F�L�U�F�X�P�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��
�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�F�D�S�H�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�L�S�� �R�I�� �M�X�V�W�L�F�H���´�>�����@�� �0�D�O�L�N�L�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�� �F�O�D�L�P�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
Am�Q�H�V�W�\�� �/�D�Z�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�� �³�P�X�U�G�H�U�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�V�´�� �I�U�R�P���S�U�L�V�R�Q���>�����@�� �7�K�H�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �$�P�Q�H�V�W�\�� �/�D�Z��
would grant amnesty to many Iraqis, including some who were arrested under Article 4 of the Anti -
Terrorism Law.  

The Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) killed five ISIS fighters in airstrikes near Kirkuk, 
northern Iraq, on January 31.[70]  US Central Command (CENTCOM) provided technical support 
and intelligence to the ISF to conduct the strikes. CENTCOM reported that the fighters had multiple 
suicide vests and other unspecified materials. 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) President Nechirvan Barzani met with 
Combined Joint Task Force Operation Inherent Resolve Commander Major General 
Kevin Leahy on February 4.[71] Barzani and Leahy discussed the importance of joint cooperation 
between federal Iraq and Iraqi Kurdistan with the US -led international coalition to combat ISIS. 
�%�D�U�]�D�Q�L���D�Q�G���/�H�D�K�\���D�O�V�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���³�X�Q�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´���R�I���W�K�H���3�H�V�K�P�H�U�J�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�\�U�L�D�� Barzani 
formally placed the Peshmerga 3rd and 4th Infantry divisions under the KRG Ministry of Peshmerga 
�$�I�I�D�L�U�V���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�������D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���3�H�V�K�P�H�U�J�D���³�X�Q�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���´�>�����@ 

Arabian Peninsula  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas 

�x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen  

�x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip  

Nothing significant to report.  

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon  
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Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

�x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon 

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

The Gaza Strip 

The IDF Air Force struck a vehicle as it traveled toward the northern Gaza Strip on an 
unauthorized route on February 4.[73] Palestinian vehicles can only travel to the northern Gaza 
Strip on the Salah al Din Road after undergoing inspection at the Netzarim Corridor.[74] US and 
Egyptian private security contractors have operated a checkpoint at the Netzarim Corridor to inspect 
vehicles since January 27.[75] 
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The Palestinian Authority (PA) formed a committee to manage civilian affairs in the Gaza 
Strip on February 4. �>�����@���7�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�H�F�K�Q�R�F�U�D�W�V���D�Q�G���³�L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�´���I�U�R�P��
the Gaza Strip, according to an unspecified PA official. Hamas and the PA agreed in early December 
2024 to form a committee comprised of 10-15 technocrats to manage post-war governance in the Gaza 
Strip.[77] It is not clear if the PA involved Hamas when PA officials selected the committee. 

Egypt is planning to host an international conference in cooperation with the United 
Nations to discuss reconstruction efforts in the Gaza Strip. [78] Several foreign ministers from 
Arab countries met in Cairo on February 1 to discuss how to rapidly improve the situation in the Gaza 
Strip before reconstruction begins.[79] The Israel -Hamas ceasefire-hostage agreement stipulates that 
Egypt, Qatar, and the United Nations will supervise reconstruction efforts in the Gaza Strip.[80]  
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Lebanon 

Lebanese media reported that the IDF advanced near Kfar Hamam, southeastern 
Lebanon, on February 4. [81] Geolocated footage shows that IDF mechanized units advanced 
southward onto the Kfar Hamam -Kfar Chouba road and later withdrew from the road.[82] The 
Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) reportedly deployed to the area to block the IDF advance.[83] Lebanese 
media reported that LAF forces entered the outskirts of Kfar Hamam on January 21.[84] The LAF and 
UNIFIL backfilled IDF positions in Kfar Chouba on January 22.[85]  

Lebanese media reported on February 4 that the IDF detonated explosives in Kfar Kila, 
Odaisseh, Houla, and Blida in Marjaayoun District.[86]  
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