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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests.
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alongside the static maps present in this report.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

The Iraqgi parliament voted to approve an amendment to the Iraqi budget law to provide

salaries for Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) employees and resume oil exports

from the Iragi Kurdistan Region on February 2.[1] The Iragi government will pay $16 per barrel

to the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), an increase from the previous compensation of $6 per
barrel. An international consulting firm will determine the actual cost of oil extraction in the Kurdistan

Region, DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH DPHQGHG EXGJHW ODZ $Q ,UDTL SDUOL
that the cost of oil extraction is not fixed and may reach $22 per barrel, depending on the consulting
ILUPYV LQVSHEWRGESakesgerson confirmed that the Iragi parliament also resolved the issue

of KRG employees' outstanding salaries.[3]Iragi and Kurdish officials are discussing sending the
VDODULHV LQ WKH 3FRPLQJ IHZ GD\V ~

Several Iraqgi security and political officials have sought to delay the withdrawal of US -

led international coalition forces from Iraq due to the situation in Syria. The Associated
SUHVV UHSRUWHG RQ -DQXDU\ WKDW WKH IDOO RI WKH $VVD
assessment to delay the withdrawal of US forces from Iraq.[4] Iraqi security and political officials
warned that the withdrawal of US forces from Iraq would create a vacuum for ISIS to reconstitute. A

86 GHIHQVH RIILFLDO VDLG WKDW XQVSHFLILHG ,UDTL JRYHUQPHQ
RI OHYHOV" WR GHOD\ WKH ZLWKGUDZDO RI 86 IRUF Hivd Fagwdrégd W K
in September 2024 that hundreds of US-led international coalition forces would withdraw from Iraq

by September 2025 and that the remaining troops would withdraw by the end of 2026.[5]

Key Takeaways:




x Iraqi Parliament: The Iraqi parliament voted to approve an amendment to the Iragi budget
law to provide salaries for Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) employees and resume oil
exports from the Iragi Kurdistan Region on February 2.

x US Presence in Iraq:  Several Iragi security and political officials have sought to delay the
withdrawal of US -led international coalition forces from Irag due to the situation in Syria.

x Turkey: Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan reiterated Turkish threats against the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) in a press conference with his Qatari counterpart on February 2.

Syria

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan reiterated Turkish threats against the Syrian

Democratic Forces (SDF) in a press conference with his Qatari counterpart on February

2.[6] Fidan called for all armed groups in Syria to join the interim government Defense Ministry.[7] He

also claimed that Turkey and Syria must continue to fight terrorism both from ISIS and armed Kurdish

JURXSV WKH 33.. <3* EXW QRWHG WKDWEKOHKRIREOWKEH3I2BHVF

E O RR GV KHutkey »fté@ conflates the SDF and the PKK OLQNHG . XUGLVK 3HRSOHTV
<3* ZLWK WKH 3.. DQG XVHV 333..” WR UHIHU WR WKH HQWLUH 6")

also discussed strakgies to help rebuild Syria.[9]

Turkey and the Turkish -backed Syrian National Army (SNA) continued to target Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) positions along key ground lines of communication in an effort

to isolate SDF forces at the Tishreen Dam and Qara Qozak Bridge. The SNA shelled SDF
positions near Qara Qozak Bridge and in Bir Hassou, approximately 3 kilometers east of the Qara Qozak
Bridge on the M4 highway.[10] Turkey conducted airstrikes on SDF positions near the
bridge.[11] Turkey also struck an SDF base in the mountains north of Qara Qozak Bridge near
Jarablus.[12] The SDF and SNA separately exchanged artillery fire near western Tal Abyad, Raqga
Province on February 2.[13]
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Syrian interim President Ahmed al Shara met with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin

Salman in his first foreign trip to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.[14] Syrian interim Foreign Minister

Asaad Shaibani accompanied Shara to Saudi Arabia.[15]6 KDUD DQG ELQ 6DOPDQ KHOG ¢
DOO DUHDV™ LQFOXGLQJ KXPDQLWDULDQ DQG HFRQRPLF FRRSHUL

The Syria interim government continued to reach out to Druze leaders in Suwayda
Province on February2  .[17] 7TKH LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQWTTV RIILFLDO HQYR\
and a Defense Ministry delegation met with Druze leader Sheikh Hikmat al Hijri in Suwayda.[18] They
discussed the status of military units in Suwayda Province and how to organize the Druze forces within

the Defense Ministry.[19] The Syrian interim government announced the planned dissolution of all
former opposition parties in Syria on January 29.[20]
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Axis of Resistance objectives:

Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iragi state and society
Harden the Iragi government against internal dissent
See the topline section.

Arabian Peninsula

Axis of Resistance objectives:
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x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas
x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen
x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip

Houthi Supreme Leader Abdulmalik al Houthi stated that the Houthis have a

responsibility to support Palestinian people against Israeli operations in the West Bank

on February 2.[21] $EGXOPDOLN DOVR VWUHVVHG WKH +RXWKLVYT UHDG
Israel if Israel escalates its operations in Gaza and Lebanon.

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip
x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

The Gaza Strip

The IDF Air Force struck a vehicle on February 2 as it traveled toward the northern Gaza

Strip on an unauthorized route.[22] Palestinian vehicles can only travel to the northern Gaza
Strip on the Salah al Din Road after undergoing inspection at the Netzarim Corridor under the Israel -
Hamas ceasefire agreement.[23]US and Egyptian private security contractors started operating a
checkpoint on Salah al Din Road at the Netzarim Corridor on January 27 to inspect vehicles.[24]

Geolocated footage posted on February 2 showed at least 20 Egyptian tanks and armored

vehicles positioned at the al Areish -Rafah highway in Egypt, which is located 3 km from

the Gaza -Egypt border.[25]  This comes after Israel reopened the Rafah border crossing on
February 1 to allow injured and sick Palestinians to travel outside the Gaza Strip for medical
treatment.[26]

Israeli media reported on February 2 that the Israeli Border Police interdicted a weapons

shipment from Jordan in Afula, northern Israel.[27] Israeli border police officials seized 34
pistols, two Kalashnikov-style rifles, and two M16 rifles from two trucks in Afula, which is located
approximately 26 km from the Israel -Jordan border.

CTP-ISW has recorded no verifiable reports of kinetic activity in the Gaza Strip or attacks
from the Gaza Strip into Israel since the last data cutoff on February 1.
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Israel-Hamas Ceasefire Lines

As of February 2, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of February 2, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks

and semetimes months to complete

Lebanon

Some Lebanese civilians returned to Mays al Jabal, Houla, Aitaroun, Yaroun, and Deir

Mimas -Kfar Kila on February 2.[28] The LAF recently backfilled IDF positions in Aitaroun,
Yaroun, and Deir Mimas.[29] Lebanese media reported that the IDF fired shots at civilians attempting
to return to Yaroun on February 2.[30] The IDF Arabic language spokesperson reiterated warnings to
Lebanese civilians not to return to southern Lebanon until permitted to do so by the IDF.[31] The IDF
Arabic language spokesperson accused Hezbollah of trying to facilitate the premature movement of

civilians to southern Lebanon.
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Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz warned Hezbollah against launching drones to

target Israel during a visit to IDF positions in southern Lebanon on February 2.[32] Katz
directly threatened Hezbollah Secretary General Naim Qassem and stated Qassem should not
SXQGHUHVWLPDWH ,VUDHOYV GHWHUPLQDWLRQ ‘wal RatisYgrd. Gat¥vV K H
confirmed a recent uptick in Hezbollah's attempted drone launch es targeting Israel. CTRISW observed

two possible Hezbollah drone flights, including one unarmed reconnaissance drone, in January
2025.[33] Katz toured IDF positions and met with IDF commanders in southern Lebanon.[34]

Hezbollah Secretary General Naim Qassem stated in a speech on February 2 that
+H]EROODK ZLOO QRW FKDQJH LWV 3GLUHFWJasém BdRrewIEdR)enthaE W L |
"RXU SHRK®IH VXIIHUHG ORVVHVY EXW DFNQRZOHGJHG WKDW +H]E
preventing Israel from destroying Hezbollah altogether. Qassem stated that the people of southern
/IHEDQRQ UHMHFW WKH ,') SUHVHQFH WKH UV LA/DWDVRIFPH VIW D IWHAGH WU
/HEDQHVH DUP\ DQG "'DUPHG MLKDGLVW UHVLVWDQFH “~ 4DVVHP Ul
Hezbollah, is responsible for responding to Israeli violations of the Israel -Lebanon ceasefire agreement.
Qassem deniedrecent IDF allegations that Hezbollah has encouraged the premature return of civilians

to southern Lebanon.[36]

Qassem confirmed that former Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah and his successor
Hashem Safieddine will be buried in Lebanon on February 23, five days after the expiration of the
Israel-Lebanon ceasefire agreement on February 18.[37]A senior Hezbollah official previously stated
that Nasrallah would be buried on January 25, which was the last day of the ceasefire agreement prior
to the extension.[38] Israel killed Nasrallah in an airstrike on September 27, 2024, and Safieddine in a
separate airstrike on October 3, 2024.[39]
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Reported Israeli Operations in Lebanon
As of February 2, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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West Bank

The IDF continued counterterrorism operations in Jenin on February 2. The IDF destroyed
23 buildings that it said Palestinian militias had been using for unspecified purposes in Jenin on
February 2.[40] The IDF located weapons caches, weapons laboratories, observation points, and
explosives during operations.[41] The IDF conducted airstrikes targeting militia cells in three locations
in Jenin Governorate.[42] The IDF killed two Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PI1J) fighters in a strike in
Qabatiya, Jenin Governorate.[43] Israel previously released the two PIJ fighters as part of aceasefire
hostage deal in November 2023.[44] The IDF assessed the two fighters were preparing for an imminent
attack.[45] PIJ separately detonated improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and fired small arms
targeting the IDF in Jenin.[46] The IDF has killed over 50 militia fighters in operations in the West
Bank since it began its operation on January 21.[47]
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The IDF expanded operations in the West Bank on February 2 and began operating in

Tamun, Tubas Governorate. Tamun is located approximately 25 kilometers southeast of Jenin. The
IDF confiscated small arms in Tamun on February 2.[48] Elements of the 828th Bislamach Infantry

Brigade, 431st Territorial Brigade, and 421st Ephraim Territorial Brigade are operating in three areas
of the northern West Bank.[49]

Iranian Decision  -Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy

,UDQLDQ 6XSUHPH /HDGHUYfVY DGYLVHU $OL /DULMDQL FRQWLQXH
whether Iran is wiling to re -engage with Western powers over nuclear
negotiations. [50] /DULMDQL VWDWHG WKDW 3QRZ LV WKH WLPH WR VPR
GLSORPDF\ " EXW DGGHG WKDW LW LV WRR HDUO\ WR EH HDJHU
an interview with Iranian media on February 1. Larijani also state d that during previous nuclear
QHJRWLDWLRQV ,UDQ GLG QRW KDYH WKH XQVSHFLILHG WHFK:
NQRZOHGJH LQ DQ DWRPLF zD\ " ,UDQLDQ )RUHLJQ $I1IDLUV OLQLV
a debate among Iranian officials about whether Iran should revise its nuclear doctrine and pursue a
nuclear weapon as an alternative to a nuclear agreement in an interview with Sky News on January
28.[51]

,UDQLDQ 6XSUHPH /HDGHU $OL .KDPHQHL SUDLVHG ,UDQLDQ \RXW
ILHOGV" DW WKH VW  QWHUQDWLRQDO 4XUDQ &R KBaméneiVdlsdR Q F
called the Israel- +DPDV FHDVHILUH D "YLFWRU\" IRU WKH SHRSOH RI WKF

The Iranian Defense Ministry unveiled new air defense equipment during Iranian

BUHVLGHQW ODVRXG 3H]JHVKNLDQYV YLVLW WR WKH 'HIHQVH 0LQ
February 2.[53] The Defense Ministry introduced their latest precision -guided ballistic missile called
WKH 3(WHPDG ~ ZKLFK KDV D UDQJH RI NLORPHWHUY DQG LV
m.[54] The Defense Ministry also displayed an updated version of the Bavar 373 air defense system,
which has a detection radar, and six transporter, erector, launcher, and radar platforms. The air defense
system has a detection range of 320 km, a tracking range of 260 km, a missile launch range of 200 km,

and an engagement ange of 300 km, according to Iranian media.[55] The updated Bavar 373 system

is reportedly capable of tracking 60 targets while engaging with six targets simultaneously. The new
system launches Sayyad 4B missiles. The Space organization also unveiled the &ak satellites and
upgraded versions of Pars 1 and Pars 2, all with higher altitude capacities and better
telecommunications coverage, on National Space Technology Day on February 2.[56]ran is displaying

new air defense equipment likely to replace Iranian air defense systems that Israel destroyed in its
precision strikes on over 20 locations in Iran on October 25, 2024.[57]

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these
updates regularly based on regional events.

CTP-,6: GHILQHV WKH 33[LV RI 5SHVLVWDQFH" DV WKH XQFRQYHQWL
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
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comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with
varying levels of financial, military, and po litical support in exchange for some degree of influence or
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistanceto those ends have become cornerstones of
Iranian regional strategy.
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Iran Update, February 3, 2025

Annika Ganzeveld, Kelly Campa, Andie Parry, Katherine Wells, Alexandra Braverman,
Siddhant Kishore, and Nicholas Carl

Information Cutoff: 2:00pm ET

The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the
Study of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and kanian
sponsored activities that undermine regional stability and tlere&tS forces and interests.

Clickhere WR VHH &73 DQG ,6:fV LQWHUDFWLYH P DBetBRéeeVUDHOL J
&73 DQG ,6:V LQWHUDFWLYH PDS RI WKH RQJRLQJ RSSRVLWL
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities areavelled in Western
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We
utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the@e@onventions and crimes
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

An Iragi Sunni parliamentarian criticized State of Law Coalition head Nouri al Maliki on

February 3 for promoting sectarianism.[1] Maliki gave a speech on February 1 in which he

made antiSunni sectarian statements and implicitly accused Sunnis of trying to overthrow the
,UDTL IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW > @ 3URJUHVY 3DUW\ PHPEHU 6
DV 3 FKDUJHOWLMWKLVYVPFWQG FULWLFLIHG WKHR &IKds® &RRUGLQD
coalition of Iraniarbacked Iragi partieS IRU QRW GHQRXQFLQJ ODOLNLYV VWD
added that the Iragi parliament approved the General Amnesty Law amendment on January 21
ZLWKRBPG SROLWLFDO DJUHHPHQW °~ .DULP OLNHO\ PDGH WKL
WKDW WKH DPHQGPHQW ZLOO UHOHDVH 3PXUGHUHUV DQG FUI
Amnesty Law amendment will grant amnesty to many Iraqgis, including some whamested

under Article 4 of the AntiTerrorism Law.[5] The approval of the amendment was along

standing Sunni demand and has long been opposed by Iraqi Shia partidSVChBs observed

QR RWKHU SURPLQHQW ,UDTL 6XQ QL hartheLtid df th3 Qritthgd VSR Q G V

Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara will visit Ankara, Turkey, on February 4.[6] The
director of media for Turkish President Erdogan said that Shara will discuss the latest
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developments in Syria and Syridnirkish economic and security cooperation during meetings at
the Presidential Complex.[7]

Unknown actors detonated a vehicldorne improvised explosive device (VBIED) along the

M4 highway outside of Manbij and killed at least 19 people on February 3.[8yrian media

reported that unknown actors parked the VBIED near the Hassin station, outside of Manbij City,

on February 2 and then detonated it the next day. At least 15 of the casualties were agricultural
workers in the vehicle next to the VBIED.[9] Unkmo actors have recently detonated at least

seven VBIEDS in the Manbij area since December 2024, including an attack on February 1.[10]

This most recent attack is the highest casualty incident yet in the series of attacks. The

perpetrators and intended tat¢g) of the attack are unknown at this time. Syrian President

$KPHG DO 6KDUDTYV 2IILFH VDLG LQ D VWDWHPHQW WKDW WKFE
S3VHYHUH SXQLVKPHQWYV" RQ WKH SHUSHWUDWRUV RI WKH DW

Assessed Control of Terrain around Manbij

February 3, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Turkishand anti6') 6\ULDQ PHGLD DFFXVHG WKH . XUGLVWDQ :RUNHU
Protection Units (YPG), and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) of conducting the February 3
VBIED attack.[12] Previous VBIED attacks have similarly inspired aconisatagainst the SDF.

SDF officials condemned the attack and blamed Tutkistked factions for conducting the

attack and inspiring fear among the population.[13] The SDF volunteered the help the Syrian

interim government find the perpetrators.[14]

Key Takeaways:

x Irag: An Iragi Sunni parliamentarian criticized Nour al Maliki for stoking sectarian
tensions. This comes after Maliki gave an inflammatory speech accusing Sunnis of trying
to overthrow the Iraqgi federal government.

x Syria: Interim President Ahmed al Shara will pay an official visit to Ankara to discuss
bilateral cooperation and events in Syria.

x Syria: An unknown actor detonated a VBIED near Manbij in northern Syria, marking the
seventh VBIED detonation in the area in recent months.
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Turkey and the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army (SNA) continued to strike SDF
positions along key ground lines of communication in order to isolate SDF forces at Qara
Qozak Bridge. The SDF said that Turkish aircraft struck multiple villages east of Qara Qozak
Bridge, including Ghasq, Melha, al Tineh, and the Sarrin airbase on February 2.[15] A Turkish
airstrike reportedly damaged the al Shuyoukh Fawgani water station.[16] Turkey has
concentrated airstrikes targeting SDF positions along the eastern bank of the Euphrates River

near Qara Qozak Bridge in recent days.[17]

Anti -SDF media reported that Turkey shelled SDF positions west of Tal Abyad, Ragga
Province, on February 3[18] The SDF and SNA recently exchanged artillery fire in the

western Tal Abyad countryside on February 2.[19]
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Syrian media circulated reports on February 3 that the Syrian Defense Ministry appointed

two SNA leaders as division commanders within the new Syrian armed forcddamza

Division Commander Saif Abu Bakr expressed congratulations on February 3 to Abu Amsha for

KLV SURPRWLRQ WR EULJDGLHU JHQHUDO DQG DVVXPLQJ FRP
3.[20] Abu Amsha currently commands the Suleiman Shah Brigaded) wdmigprises the SNA

3-RLQW )RUFH™ ZLWK WKH +DP]D 'LYLVLRQ 7KH 86 7UHDVXU\ '
Amsha and Abu Bakr for human rights abuses against Kurds.[21] The Syrian Ministry of

Defense recently promoted Amsha to the rank of colonel orHORE&E H U > @ $EX $PVKDY'
UXPRUHG SURPRWLRQ DQG DSSRLQWPHQW DOVR FRPHV DPLG
promotion to division commandeknti-SDF media reported that Liberation and Construction
ORYHPHQW FRPPDQGHU 5DHG DO $UDE DND $EX $UDE ZDV DS
$UPRUHG 'LYLVLRQ "> @ 7KH /LEHUDWLRQ DQG &RQVWUXFWL
the SNA.[24] Syrian medipreviously identified Abu Arab in January 2024 as the commander of

WKH QHZ 3% DGLD 'LYLVLRQ =~ ZKRHGHERUWBGO? HHHED WKR Q7 6H
seizure of Zamla oil field on January 22.[25] The Syrian Defense Ministry has notably not

confirmed the appointments nor the establishment of the divisions. Both Abu Amsha and Abu

Arab have met directly with Syrian Interim Defense Minister Marhaf Abu Qasra in recent weeks,
supporting the suggestion that both could serve in prominent positions \mghuntare Syrian

armed forces.[26]

The Syrian Defense Ministry has yet to announce whether it will establish new formations or

inherit legacy Syrian Arab Army (SAA) structures. The 118th Armored Division did not exist

under the SAA. The 25th Division, however, is a former SAA special opesdbrces unit that

last deployed to stop the opposition offensive in November and December 2024.[27] It is unclear

LI WKH UXPRUHG QHZ 3 WK 'LYLVLRQ® ZLOO IROORZ WKH SUH"

Syrian President Ahmed al Shara told Western journalists on January 31 that he asked

7XUNH\ WR KDOW LWNOBGODHEF IRSH BMORQ LOQWR QRUWKHUQ ¢
WKH 6\ULDQ LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQW 3V S DikKshefRcigs-thaeW LD WH Z
UHSHDWHGO\ WKUHDWHQHG WR ODXQFK D PLOLWDU\ RSHUDW
6KDUDYV FRPPHQWY DUH FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK 7XUNLVK RUHLJ
on January 10 that the interim Syrigovernment should be given the opportunity to address

Kurdish militants' presence within the SDF before Turkey takes military action.[30] Fidan said

that the HTSOHG LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQW KDV DQ 3DJHQGD” WR DGC
WKDW 37 XUWBWHLDBW B R@sumaitWwHKRIA el to do so.[31]

Negotiations between the SDF and Syrian interim government have continued since January 10
without tangible results. SDF commander Mazloum Abdi said in a February 2 interview with the
Associated Preghat SDF officials will continue to visit Damascus to negotiate with the Syrian

interim government.[32] Abdi said that SDF officials recently sent a proposal to the Damascus

DQG DUH 3ZDLWLQJ IRU WKH UHVSRQVH "> @ebudryBQat3UHV LG
the SDF has expressed its readiness to give up its weapons to the government but that the two
SDUWLHVY VWLOO GLVDJUHH RYHU WKH 3SGHWDLOV "> @ $EGL
based out of Damascus and does not seek netédragbyria to set up an autonomous
JRYHUQPHQW DQG SDUOLDPHQW OLNH LQ QRUWKHUQ ,UDT EX
issue of centralization has previously served as one of the primary sticking points between the

SDF and the Syrian governmte The commander of the SDF's Northern Democratic Brigade
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told Kurdish media on February 3 that the SDF will not consider disarming before it resolves
issues related to civilian institutions and displaced persons with the Syrian government.[36]

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) withdrew from two positions in Quneitra Province near

the Golan Heights in Syria on February 2.[37.ocal media reported that Israeli forces left the
Quneitra Province court building and Mantara Dam area.[38] Israeli forces began establishing
positions in Quneitra Province on December 8.[39] The Quneitra Provincial Council and the
Syrian Civil Defense lgan clearing roads of rubble near the previous IDF deployment.[40]

Assessed Control of Terrain around Quneitra

February 3, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Interim government forces seized small arms destined to be smuggled to Lebanon from Rif
Dimashqg and Homs provinces on February 2 and 3.[48yrian forces previously thwarted a
smuggling attempt to resupply Hezbollah in Lebanon from Rif Dimashqg on January 25.[42] The
General Directorate specified in the previous smuggling attempt that the weapons were intended

Page6 of 19



for Hezbollah.[43] It is unlikely that existing smuggling networks fully collapsed when the
Assad regime fell, despite the flight of numerous Irafiacked elements from Syria.

Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara outlined his vision and an updated timeline for

building a new Syrian government on February 3Shara told Syria TV that he plans for Syria

to be a republican system with an executive administration and a judiciary.[44] He reiterated that
Syria would first have an unelected interim parliament because of the challenges of holding an
election with ove half the population still in exile.[45] This appointed parliament and committee

ZDV ILUVW DQQRXQFHG DW WKH 3YLFWRU\ FRQIHUHQFH" WKD\)\
January 29.[46] Shara estimated in his February 3 interview that there waufdureo-five-

year period before Syria would hold elections and full transfer to the new system.[47] Shara had
previously described the interim government overseeing a-thifear-year transition period,

during which he would presumably rule and exesd\y influence over the allocation of political
power.[48] Shara said that he rejects a quota system that for Syria that would give government
positions or power percentages to specific sectarian or ethnic groups.[49] Shara has previously
indicated thatheeV FRPPLWWHG WR 3UHVSHFW>LQJ@ DOO VHFWV’™ DC
them, but it is not yet clear if this dialogue will involve the discussion of constitutional issues,

and he has not yet taken concrete steps to include Syrian minoritiegovérament.[50]

6KDUDYV +D\DW 7DKULU DO 6KDP LV D SUHGRPLQDQWO\ 6XQQ
RI UHOLJLRXV PLQRULWLHYV LQ 6\ULDYV JRYHUQPHQW WKURX]J

lrag

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqi state and society
x Harden the Iragi government against internal dissent

Unspecified individuals conducted a drone attack targeting the Emiratoperated Khor

Mor gas field in Sulaymaniyah Province, Iraq, on February 2.[51]The Iraqgi Kurdistan
&ERXQWHUWHUURULVP *HQHUDO 'LUHFWRUDWH UHSRUWHG WK
Bashir, Kirkuk Province.[52] Iraqgi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani ordered the

formation of a security committee to investigate ttiack. No group has claimed responsibility

for the attack at the time of this writing. Armed groups have attacked the Khor Mor gas field on
multiple occasions in recent years, including in June 2022 and April 2024.[53]

Iragi National Security Adviser Qassem al Araji met with Accountability and Justice
Commission head Bassem al Badri on February 3.[54]he Accountability and Justice
Commission replaced the EBaathification Committee in 2008 and is ostensibly responsible for
SUHYHQWLQJ 3S\WKH UHWXUQ RI WKH %DDWKYV LGHRORJ\ SRZI
Shia Coordination Framework, vdi is a coalition of Iraniabacked Shia political parties, has
weaponized the Accountability and Justice Commission to sideline political opposition.[56]
Badri is a member of the Dawa Party, which is led by former Prime Minister Nouri al
Maliki.[57] Maliki appointed Badri as the head of the Accountability and Justice Commission in

> @ $UDMLYTVY PHHWLQJ ZLWK %DGUL FRPHV DIWHU WKH Q
Coalition demanded the dissolution of the Accountability and Justice Commission oryJanua
18.[59] Iragi Sunnis have demanded the dissolution of this commission since before the United
States withdrew from Iraq in December 2011.[60]
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Araji separately met with Maliki on February 3.[61] Iragi media reported that Araji and Maliki
GLVFXVVHG WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI 3VXSSRUWLQJ VHFEXULW\ DQ
DQG VWDELOLW\ RI >, UDT@ ~ 0D O LrWlthdthéewlnhdt alowiiRSKDVL]IHG
dissolution of the Accountability and Justice Commission.[62]

Arabian Peninsula

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Hagthirolled areas
x Destroy the antHouthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen
x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip

Nothing significant to report.

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing
operations in the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip
Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon

x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

The Gaza Strip

Nothing significant to report.
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Israel-Hamas Ceasefire Lines

As of February 3, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip
As of February 3, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Lebanon

The IDF 91st Division has destroyed Hezbollah military infrastructure and weapons in

southern Lebanon in recent days.[63The IDF 769th Territorial Brigade (91st Division)

destroyed several weapons depots, which included mortars, missiles, rockets, and other military
equipment. The IDF 7th Armored Brigade (36th Division) continued operations in southern
Lebanon. Geolocateddtage posted to X (Twitter) showed the IDF destroyed infrastructure in
Kfar Kila, southern Lebanon.[64] Lebanese and Hezballfihated media reported that the IDF

has detonated explosives in Kfar Kila in recent days.[65] The IDF killed Hezbollah sighter
southern Lebanon and detained suspects whom it deemed posed a threat.[66]
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Geolocated footage posted t& (Twitter) on February 2 showed that the IDF moved

southward from Deir Mimas, southern Lebanon.[67]The Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF)

back filled the IDF in Deir Mimas on January 27.[68] Lebanese media reported the IDF moved
eastward from Aitaroun toward this area on February 1.[69]
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West Bank

The IDF detained a Palestinian individual who had infiltrated from the West Bank into

Kafr Qara, northern Israel and planned to conduct attacks.[70]The IDF detained the
LQGLYLGXDO DIWHU KH H[SUHVVHG KLV ZLVK WR GLH D 3PDUW
resident of Jenin, northern West Bank.
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The IDF has killed three Palestinian fighters in Tulkarm, northern West Bank, in recent
days.[71]The IDF located an improvised explosive device (IED) manufacturing facility and
destroyed approximately 45 IEDs there. The IDF also detained 50 fighters in Tulkarm. These
activities are part of the larggeale IDF counterterrorism operation designed srdg militia
infrastructure in the northern West Bank.[72]

The IDF 828th Infantry Brigade began to use Eitan armored fighting vehicles (AFV) to
support the counterterrorism operation in Tubas, northern West Bank, on February 2.[73]

Iranian Decision-Making, Internal Dynamics, and Foreign Policy

Iragi Parliament Speaker Mahmoud al Mashhadani met with senior Iranian officials in

Tehran on February 2 and 3.[74]Mashhadani met witlranian Judiciary Chief Gholam

Hossein Mohseni Ejei, Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, and Deputy Parliament
Speaker Haji Babaei. These meetings touched oAragnrelations across several fields,

including parliamentary cooperation and istraicture projects, which Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian had discussed in his visit to Iraq in September 2024.[75]

The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy sent the Shahid Sattar Mahmoudi

flotilla to Port Khalid Sharjah in Sharjah City, the United Arab Emirates for a three -day

port visit on February 3.[76] IRGC Navy Commander Rear Admiral Ali Reza Tangsiri stated

that this is the first time the IRGC and Artesh navies have conducted a prolonged port visit to the
United Arab Emirates.[77] Tangsiri added that this visit is part of several military cooperation
eYHQWYV ZLWK ,UDQYTYV QHLJKERULQJ FRXQWULHV WR HQVXUH \

Iranian officials continue to meet with Azerbaijani and Armenia officials. Azerbaijani
SUHVLGHQWTV $VVLVWDQW +LNPHW +DML\HY PHW ZLWK WKH ,
Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi, and Supreme National Security Council Secretary Al

Akbar Ahmadian separately, on the sidelines of the EconomipeZation Organization (ECO)

Deputy Foreign Ministers summit in Tehran on February 1 and 2.[79] All Iranian officials
FRQILUPHG WKHLU FRPPLWPHQW WR $]HUEDLMDQYV WHUULWEF
the South Caucasus. Ahmadian, who recengdy with Armenian officials in Yerevan on

-DQXDU\ DOVR HQFRXUDJHG +DML\HY WR QRW OHW 3SHQHPLFE
relationship.[80] Deputy Foreign Ministers from ECO member states, including Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tagtkn, Turkmenistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan also

attended the ECO summit.[81]

Iranian media recently circulated a video of a female Iranian citizen removing her clothing

and climbing on top of a police car to resist arrest in Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi

Province.[82]It is unclear when the incident took place or why the police tried to arrest her.
Some social media users have connected her protest to the Mahsa Amini movement.[83] This
incident comes after a female Iranian student similarly removed some of her ciothmogest

against being harassed and assaulted by regime security forces at the Islamic Azad University in
November 2024.[84] Security forces reportedly targeted the student for improperly adhering to
the mandatory hijab law. The incident in Mashhad teworthy given that Mashhad is one of

the most conservative cities in Iran.
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Iranian security forces arrested an unspecified Salafiihadi cell in Javanroud,

Kermanshah Province on February 3.[85]The arrest comes after the IRGC Ground Forces
and Artesh Ground Forces conducted military exercises in Kermanshah Province in January
2025.[86]

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Irangponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and
trends that affect the stability and decisioaking of the Iranian ragie. The Critical Threats
Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW)
provides these updates regularly based on regional events.

CTP-,6: GHILQHV WKH 3$[LV RI 5SHVLVWDQFH" DV WKH XQFRQYHC
cultivated in the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This
transnational coalition is comprised of state, setaite, and notstate actors thatooperate to
secure their collective interests. Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its
leader. Iran furnishes these groups with varying levels of financial, military, and political
support in exchange for some degree of influema®otrol over their actions. Some are

traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian direction, while others are partners over
which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the Axis of Resistance are united by their
grand strategic objeores, which include eroding and eventually expelling American influence
from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing these objectives and
supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of Iranian regional
strategy.
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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests.

Clickhere WR VHH &73 DQG ,6:fV LQWHUDFWLYH PDS Riere\fds8eHCOR.addJ R X
,6: 1V LQWHUDFWLYH PDS RI WKH RQJRLQJ RSSRVLWLRQ RIITHQVLY
alongside the static maps present in this report.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Iran is conducting nuclear research that would enable it to build a nuclear weapon in a

period of months. The New York Times reported on February 3 that a "secret team" of Iranian
weapons engineers and scientists is "exploring" a faster approach to build a nuclear weapon in a "matter
RI PRQWKY "> @ 7KH HQJLQHHUV DQG VFLHQWLVWY FRXOGhad IUR
Research (SPND), which, under a different name, played a leading role in the Iranian nuclear weapons
research program before 2003. The new approach would decrease the time Iran needs to turn weapons
grade uranium (uranium enriched to 90 percent) into a nuclear weapon. This approach would
significantly reduce the time that the International Atomic Energy Agency would have to detect Iranian
weaponization activity. It would also reduce the time that the United States or Israel would have to take
military action against Iranian nuclear facilities. Iran currently possesses near weapons-grade uranium
(uranium enriched to 60 percent), but Western estimates indicate that Iran could further enrich this
material to weapons-grade levels within days. Unspecified US officials said that Iran could build an
"older -style nuclear weapon" using the new approach, but that such a weapon would not fit on a ballistic
missile and would likely be less reliable than a modern weapon.CTP-ISW does not assess that Iran

has decided to build a nuclear weapon at this time.

,UDQTV QXFOHDU ZHDSRQV UHVHDUFK FRPHV DV ,VUDHO KDV H!
deterrence since October 2024. The IDF has defeated Hamas in the Gaza Strip and degraded
Hezbollah.[2] The IDF also disabled Iranian air defenses and disrupted Iranian missile production
capabilities in its airstrikes on Iran in October 2024.[3] The New York Times reported that Iran is
HI[SORULQJ 3SQHZ RSWLRQV" WR GHWHU 86 RU ,VUDHOL VWULNHV
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hardliners have publicly called for Iran to acquire a nuclear weapon to restore deterrence vis-a-vis
Israel.[5] CTP-ISW has previously observed that some Iranian hardliners are trying to pressure the
Supreme Leader to revoke his 2003 fatwa that bans the production and use of nuclear weapons.

US President Donald Trump ordered the re -HQIRUFHPHQW RI 3PD[LPXP SU|
sanctions on Iran on February 4 to dissuade Iran from pursuing a nuclear weapon. Trump
signed an executive order that targets Iranian oil sales to other countries.[6] Trump previously
ZLWKGUHZ IURP WKH -RLQW &RPSUHKHQVLYH 30DQ RI $FWLRQ DC
on Iran during his first term as president. Trump told repo rters that he is open to a deal with Iran and

would be willing to meet with Iranian officials.

3S30D[LPXP SUHVVXUH VDQFWLRQV ZLOO OLNHO\ FDXVH IXUWKHU
economy. The Iranian budget relies heavily on oil export revenues. Iran previously exported around
2.5 million barrels of oil per day in April 2018 2 one month before Trump withdrew the United States
from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.[7] Iranian oil export s fell dramatically in the following
years, but oil exports began to slowly increase beginning in 2020, though Iran still only exported
400,000 barrels per day in 2020.[8] Iran will likely try to continue to export oil illicitly but will likely

not be able to maintain current oil export levels.[9] Oil exports are also insufficient to resolve the
underlying issues that plague the Iranian economy. These issues will remain regardless of the
imposition of sanctions. These economic issues include widespread coruption, nepotism, and the
outsized role of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps and parastatal foundations, known as
bonyads, in the [10]economy.[11]

Iran is attempting to improve its air defense abilities possibly in preparation for a

conventional conflict with the United States or Israel. Iranian Armed Forces General Staff
Chief Major General Mohammad Bagheri, with the approval of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei,

appointed Artesh Air Defense Force Commander Brigadier General Alireza Sabahi Fard as the
commander of the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters on February 4.[12] Sabahi Fard will

continue to serve as the Artesh Air Defense Force commander as well. Sabahi Fard replace@rigadier

General Ghader Rahim Zadeh, who had commanded the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters
since April 2021.[13] Khamenei appointed Rahim Zadeh as an adviser to Artesh Commander Major

General Abdol Rahim Mousavi.[14] Iran established the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters in

2008. Khamenei restructured the Iranian air defense structure in 2019, delegating air defense
operations to the Artesh Air Defense Force and elevating the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense
Headquarters to a higher echelon of command. The Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters is
responsible for coordinating air defense activity b etween the Artesh and IRGC. Sabahi Fard previously
commanded the Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters from May 2018 to May 2019 before
Khamenei restructured it.[15]

These military leadership changes come as Iran has conducted several air defense exercises in recent
weeks, specifically around Iranian nuclear facilities.[16] The Artesh Air Defense Force most recently
conducted an exercise in southwestern Iran on February 4.[17] The Artesh Air Defense Force tested
ranian-PDGH UDGDU V\VWHPV DQ H[SDQGHG VXUYHLOODQFH QHWZF
systems, which Iranian media claims can intercept a large-scale drone attack.[18] These exercises
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UHIOHFW ,UDQYV HIIRUWYV WR VWUHQJWKHQ LWV DLU GHIHQVH
conventional conflict with the United States or Israel.

An lIsraeli delegation will travel to Doha on February 8 and 9 to negotiate the second

phase of the Israel -Hamas ceasefire -hostage agreement.[19] 7KH ,VUDHOL 3ULPH
Office announced that the delegation would travel to Doha after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu met with US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff in Washington, DC on February

4. The ceasefire agreement requied Israel and Hamas to begin negotiations for the second phase on
JHEUXDU\ > @ 5HXWHUV UHSRUWHG RQ -DQXDU\ WKDW WKH VI
include the release of the remaining Israeli hostages, a complete Israel Defense Forcg withdrawal from

the Gaza Strip, and a permanent ceasefire.[21]

Israel-Hamas Ceasefire Lines
As of February 4, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara discussed Syrian -Turkish defense
coordination with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara, Turkey, on

February 4.[22] 6KDUD DQQRXQFHG WKDW 6\ULD LV IRUPLQJ D 3SMRLQ
regional security threats and ensure lasting stability in the two countries.[23] Neither Shara nor
Erdogan provided details about this strategy. Several unspecified officials and security sources told
Reuters on February 4 that Shara and Erdogan would likely discuss the creation of a joint defense pact
WKDW ZRXOG DOORZ 7XUNH\ WR XVH DLUEDVHY LQ WKH FHQWUDC(
the new Syrian army.[24] Shara and Erdogan did not announce a defense pact during their joint press
conference.

A defense pact between Syria and Turkey would be consistent with current Syrian objectives. Syrian
OHDGHUV KDYH VDLG WKDW WKH\ ZLOO SXUVXH 3VWUDWHILF UHQ
Turkish -backed factions and commanders in meetings abait the establishment of the new Syrian
government and military.[25] The presence of Turkish forces at Syrian airbases in the central Syrian
desert would in theory enable Turkey to defend Syrian airspace in the event of a future attack, according

to severalofficials, including one Syrian security official.[26] The Assad regime previously acquired and

used Russian and Iranian air defense systems, such as the Russian Pantsir missile system.[27] Israeli
airstrikes before and after the fall of the regime likely destroyed the majority of these systems.[28] The
Syrian government is likely eager to obtain temporary Turkish protection from potential threats in the
absence of a functional military and active air defense systems. The new Syrian army also needs militay
HTXLSPHQW DQG WUDLQLQJ ERWK RI ZKLFK 5XVVLD DQG ,UDQ S
Army (SAA).[29] Syrian Interim Defense Minister Marhaf Abu Qasra noted during a recent interview
WKDW WKH '"HIHQVH OLQLVWU\ QHHG \Zepai brwdpkageQairciaf ItahRsy whd X F W
radars.[30] The new Syrian army units, which the interim government is forming from various armed
factions, will require training to become organized and disciplined units.

A defense pact between Syria and Turkey would similarly enable Turkey to pursue its strategic
objectives in Syria by increasing its influence in Syria. Turkish officials have repeatedly stated that
7XUNH\ VHHNV WR 3HOLPLQDWH" ™ WKH SBFURID @n 'UdspecHietDrégloral ) R U
intelligence official stated that Turkey seeks to establish airbases at Palmyra military airport and the
7L\DV DLUEDVH WR VHQG D 3PHVVDJH" WR WKH 3HRSOHTV 3URWHF

JRUPDOL]JHG 7XUNLVK PLOLWDU\ LQYROYHPHQW LQ 6\ULD ZRXOG LC
to coerce the SDF to integrate into the Syrian Defense Ministry. Shara and Erdogan likely discussed
UHFHQW GHYHORSPHQWYV LQ +76 Wthe QDR &Hard récenilRtaid \WaatériR QediaZz L W
that he is not very optimistic about the possibility of an agreement with the SDF but that negotiations
FRQWLQXH > @ ,PSULVRQHG 3.. OHDGHU $EGXOODK 2FDODQ LV H]
for the . XUGLVWDQ :RUNHUVpy 3DUW\N 3.. WR GLVDUP 7XUNLVK RII|
pressure the SDF into an agreement to disarm and integrate into the HTS-led interim government.[34]

Turkey has repeatedly threatened to conduct a military offensive into northern Syria in order to
SHOLPLQDWH" WKH 6') EXW KDV UHIUDLQHG IURP GRLQJ VR ZKLO
Turkey may calculate that a formal Turkey-Syria defense agreement and an increased Turkish military
presence in Syria could pressire the SDF to concede to HTS and Turkish demands. The SDF is unlikely

to disarm, however, as it actively engages Turkey and the Turkishbacked Syrian National Army in
northern Syria.

4 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG %(,TV ¢



A significant number of Russian vessels that had been at the Port of Tartus in recent

weeks may have left Syria for Russia as Russian -Syrian negotiations about Russia's
continued access to its bases in Syria reportedly continue. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov claimed on February 3 that Russian and Syrian authorities will continue contact on "all issues,"
including Russia's continued access to the Port of Tartus.[35] Data from MarineTraffic .com showed
that the Russian Sparta and Sparta Il cargo ships were off the coast of Tunisia on February 4.[36]
26,17 DQDO\VW 07 $QGHUVRQ SRVWHG VDWHOOLWH LPDJHU\ IURI
Sparta and Sparta Il , as well as potentially the Alexander Otrakovsky Ropucha-class landing ship, the
Admiral Golovko Admiral Gorshkov -class frigate, and the Admiral Grigorovich Grigorovich-class
frigate off the coast of Tunisia.[37] Satellite imagery and reports from Ukraine's Main Military
Intelligence Directorate (GUR) indicated that all these vessels had been at the Port of Tartus in
December 2024 and January 2025.[38] The departure of a significant number of vessels from the Port
of Tartus suggests that the Kremlin is not optimistic about the results of ongoing Russian-Syrian
negotiations. The location of the vessels off the coast of Tunisia also suggests that these ships aneot
bound for Libya, though Russia sent some assets from Syria to Libya by air in December 2024 and
January 2025, as the Critical Threats Project's (CTP) Africa File previously reported.[39] The Ukrainian
Ministry of Defense's Resistance Center reported an February 4 that Russian ships began evacuating
weapons from the Port of Tartus on January 27, and satellite imagery collected on January 18 and 27
showed that the Russian military had loaded equipment onto the Sparta and Sparta Il at Tartus.[40]
The Ukrainian Resistance Center noted that the Sparta Il turned off its automatic identification system
(AIS) after leaving Syria2 D FRPPRQ SUDFWLFH DPRQJ VKLSV LQ 5XVVLD VvV \
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Syria
February 4, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Key Takeaways:

x Iranian Nuclear Program: Iran is conducting nuclear research that would enable it to build
a nuclear weapon in a period of months. CTRISW does not assess that Iran has decided to build
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x Maximum Pressure: US President Donald Trump ordered there-HQIRUFHPHQW R 3P|

SUHVVXUH" VDQFWLRQV RQ ,UDQ RQ )HEUXDU\ WR GLVVXDG
SO0D[LPXP SUHVVXUH" VDQFWLRQV ZLOO OLNHO\ FDXVH IXUWKI

x Iranian Air Defense: Iran is attempting to improve its air defense abilities possibly in
preparation for a conventional conflict with the United States or Israel. These military leadership
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changes come as Iran has conducted several air defense exercises in recent weeks, specifically
around Iranian nuclear facilities.

x Gaza Strip Ceasefire:  An lIsraeli delegation will travel to Doha on February 8 and 9 to
negotiate the second phase of the IsraelHamas ceasefire hostage agreement.

x Syria -Turkey Relations:  Syrian Interim President Ahmed al Shara discussed Syrian-Turkish
defense coordination with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara, Turkey, on
February 4. A defense pact between Syria and Turkey would be consistent with current Syrian
objectives, and it would similarly enable Turkey to pursue its strategic objectives in Syria by
increasing its influence in Syria.

x Russiain Syria: A significant number of Russian vessels that had been at the Port of Tartus in
recent weeks may have left Syria for Russia as RussiatByrian negotiations about Russia's
continued access to its bases in Syria reportedly continue.

Syria
Turkey continued to target SDF positions with airstrikes and artillery along key ground
lines of communication to isolate the SDF at Qara Qozak Bridge.[42] The SDF reported on

February 4 that Turkish aircraft struck multiple villages along the eastern bank of the Euphrates River,
including Ghasq, al Tineh, Dukan, Jaada, and Sarrin.[43] The SDF also reported that Turkish artillery
shelled villages near Qara Qaak Bridge.[44] Turkish airstrikes have concentrated recent attacks on
SDF positions east of the Qara Qozak Bridge, likely to isolate SDF units operating at the bridgehead.[45]

The SDF reported that Turkish drones struck an SDF position near Deir Hafer on
February 4. [46] The SDF reported that the drone strikes killed two SDF fighters.[47] Turkey has
targeted SDF positions in and around Deir Hafer in recent days.[48]

The SDF attacked SNA forces near the Qara Qozak Bridge and Tishreen Dam on February

4.[49] The SDF spokesperson reported that the SDF conducted an operation that targeted two separate
groups of SNA fighters near Tishreen Dam.[50] The SDF killed two SNA fighters during the
operation.[51] The SDF also reported that SDF destroyed unspecified $NA sites near Qara Qozak
Hill.[52] Turkey conducted several airstrikes that targeted SDF units near the Tishreen Dam.[53]

Anti -SDF media reported on February 4 that the SNA shelled SDF positions near Tal
Tamr along the SNA  -SDF frontline in Hasakah Province.[54]
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Northern Syria
February 4, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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Armed Syrian factions have expressed varying degrees of willingness to integrate into

the interim Syrian Defense Ministry. The interim Syrian government announced on January 29
WKDW 3DOO PLOLWDU\ IDFWLRQV SROLWLFDO DQG FLYLO UHYRO
VWDWH LQVWL WbakkedFe&/Syran MY @-SA) Commander Salem Antari, who controls US
EDFNHG ")UHH 6\ULDQ $UP\" IRUFHV LQ WKH DO 7DQI! JRQH VWDW|
with the interim government to integrate into the interim Defense Ministry.[56] Antari added that the

FSA is prepared to assume any duties assignedo it by the new Defense Ministry.[57]

The Druze, Suwayda Provincebased Men of Dignity Movement expressed support for the interim
JRYHUQPHQWTTV HIIRUWY WR EXLOG D 6\ULDQ VWDWH EDVHG RQ \
allegiance to the new interim government. The head of the Men of Dignity Movement, Sheikh Abu
+DVVDQ <DK\D DO +DMMDU DQQRXQFHG WKDW WKH PRYHPHQW ZL
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SROLFH DQG VHFXULW\ IRUFHVY > @ +DMMDU DGGHG WKDW RQO\
HIHFXWLQJ 3RIILFLDO GXWLHV" ZLOO EH SHUPLWWHG WR FDUU\ ZI
from Suwayda Province claimed that armed groups in the province will not disarm until the interim
government establishes a state and constitution based on a decentralized system.[60] TheWall Street
Journal reported that the Men of Dignity Movement has thus far prevented the entry of HTS -led forces

into Suwayda Province.[61]

Israeli forces likely continued operations in southern Syria on February 4.
reported that a convoy of Israeli military vehicles briefly entered al Maalaga, Quneitra Province, on
February 4.[62] CTP-ISW cannot verify local reporting. Israeli forces remained stationed in several
positions within the disengagement zone between Syria and the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights.[63]

Assessed Control of Terrain around Quneitra
February 4, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST
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lraq
Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Strengthen Iranian and Axis of Resistance influence over the Iraqgi state and society
x Harden the Iragi government against internal dissent

The Iragi Federal Supreme Court temporarily suspended the implementation of three

laws that the Iraqi parliament passed on January 21.[64] The Federal Supreme Court
suspended the implementation of the general amnesty, personal status, and property restitution laws

LQ RUGHU WR GHWHUPLQH WKH 3SFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLW\ RI >WK}
parliamentarians claimed that p arliament illegally passed these laws because it voted on the three laws
simultaneously rather than separately.[65] The State of Law Coalition, which is led by former Prime
Minister Nouri al Maliki, announced on January 23 that it would file a complaint wi th the Federal
Supreme Court to challenge the constitutionality of the January 21 parliamentary session.[66] The
Federal Supreme Court is headed by Jassem Mohammad Aboud, who is close to Iraniarbacked Badr
Organization Secretary General Hadi al Ameri.[67] Ameri has previously expressed opposition to the
*HQHUDO $PQHVW\ /DZ FODLPLQJ WKDW LW ZRXOG DOORZ 3WHUU
FRQVWLWXWLRQ DQG HVFDSH WKH JULS RI MXVWLFH "> @ 0ODOL
AmMQHVW\ /DZ ZRXOG UHOHDVH 3PXUGHUHUV DQG FULPLQDOV ™ IUR
would grant amnesty to many Iragis, including some who were arrested under Article 4 of the Anti -
Terrorism Law.

The Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) killed five ISIS fighters in airstrikes near Kirkuk,

northern Iraqg, on January 31.[70] US Central Command (CENTCOM) provided technical support
and intelligence to the ISF to conduct the strikes. CENTCOM reported that the fighters had multiple
suicide vests and other unspecified materials.

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) President Nechirvan Barzani met with

Combined Joint Task Force Operation Inherent Resolve Commander Major General

Kevin Leahy on February 4.[71] Barzani and Leahy discussed the importance of joint cooperation
between federal Iraq and Iragi Kurdistan with the US -led international coalition to combat ISIS.
%DU]DQL DQG /HDK\ DOVR GLVFXVVHG WKH 3XQLILFDWLR @arfhi WK F
formally placed the Peshmerga 3rd and 4th Infantry divisions under the KRG Ministry of Peshmerga
$I1IDLUV RQ )HEUXDU\ DV SDUW RI WKH 3HVKPHUJD 3XQLILFDWLR(

Arabian Peninsula

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Harden the Houthi regime against internal dissent in Houthi -controlled areas
x Destroy the anti-Houthi opposition in order to control all of Yemen
x Erode Israeli will to continue the war in the Gaza Strip

Nothing significant to report.

The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon

10 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG %(,TV ¢



Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip
x Rebuild and reestablish Hezbollah in southern Lebanon
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

The Gaza Strip

The IDF Air Force struck a vehicle as it traveled toward the northern Gaza Strip on an
unauthorized route on February 4.[73] Palestinian vehicles can only travel to the northern Gaza
Strip on the Salah al Din Road after undergoing inspection at the Netzarim Corridor.[74] US and

Egyptian private security contractors have operated a checkpoint at the Netzarim Corridor to inspect
vehicles since January 27.[75]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip
As of February 4, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST

e i vn v e
\$ o Bc!t_;!—lqnquno X STUDY OF WAR
Athteao Beit Lahia AND
CRITICAL
H THREATS
IahallaO _
-,- | THE DR. JACK LONDON

Al Shlfd‘ I GEOSPATIAL FUND
Hospital “OGaza[City
|

NGO-built E.,
JettyFe

. el
The IDF struck a vehicle as [JfAlZahxao ad bik _ .

it traveled to the northern e )
& useira X o
Gaza Strip on an Rt .9 Burcis

unauthorized route Maghabid's
v
Deir al BalahO ;';_—‘ T
_I'l'. =
1
:

AS Sureijo

Bani S;ihei]a " Ab
= O asan al
Khan YounisO » oen dell‘ﬂ
P r

o .\“:.';
~"."\.~"'} Khirbat
oal Adas

o = :
RafailI\Al BayukO' s )

() 5 10 20 Kilometers
L L 1 1 1 1 J

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Tom Thacker, Harrison Hurwitz, Derik Dur! bm, Brian Carter, Johanna Moore, Andie Parry,

Kelly Campa, Annika Ganzeveld, Kitaneh Fitzpatr u‘k Alexandra Braverman, Katherine“Wells, Siddhant Kishore, Carolyn Moorman,

Ria Reddy, and Ben Rezaei - © 2025 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats-Project

- - - Reported Israeli Clearing IDF-Declared Humanitarian ®) Significant Fighting in the | Lebanon_ _
' Operations® Corridors in Gaza past 24 Hours
P Claimed Furthest Israeli = Netzarim Corridor Al-Mawasi Humanitarian
=059 . . n . 7
Advances = Philadelphi Corridor Zone Egypt

- .- Assessed Furthest Extent of
="~ Israeli Clearing Operations
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the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete

The Palestinian Authority (PA) formed a committee to manage civilian affairs in the Gaza

Strip on February 4. > @ 7TKH FRPPLWWHH LQFOXGHYVY WHFKQRFUDWYV DC
the Gaza Strip, according to an unspecified PA official. Hamas and the PA agreed in early December
2024 to form a committee comprised of 10-15 technocrats to manage postwar governance in the Gaza
Strip.[77] It is not clear if the PA involved Hamas when PA officials selected the committee.

Egypt is planning to host an international conference in cooperation with the United

Nations to discuss reconstruction efforts in the Gaza Strip. [78] Several foreign ministers from
Arab countries met in Cairo on February 1 to discuss how to rapidly improve the situation in the Gaza
Strip before reconstruction begins.[79] The Israel -Hamas ceasefire hostage agreement stipulates that
Egypt, Qatar, and the United Nations will supervise reconstruction efforts in the Gaza Strip.[80]
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Lebanon

Lebanese media reported that the IDF advanced near Kfar Hamam, southeastern

Lebanon, on February 4. [81] Geolocated footage shows that IDF mechanized units advanced
southward onto the Kfar Hamam -Kfar Chouba road and later withdrew from the road.[82] The
Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) reportedly deployed to the area to block the IDF advance.[83] Lebanese
media reported that LAF forces entered the outskirts of Kfar Hamam on January 21.[84] The LAF and
UNIFIL backfilled IDF positions in Kfar Chouba on January 22.[85]

Lebanese media reported on February 4 that the IDF detonated explosives in Kfar Kila,
Odaisseh, Houla, and Blida in Marjaayoun District.[86]
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