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DFWLYLWLHV WKDW XQGHUPLQH WHHY BB QRO RHW DEQ G LLVMQ\WIHQG WKW F

‘H GR QRW UHSRUW LQ GHWDLO RQ ZDU FULP HWR EHEFBDE VLH) WHWW H |
DQG GR QRW GLUHFWO\ DIIHFW WKH PLOLWDU\ RSHUDWLRQV ZH
FRQGHPQ YLRODWLRQV RI WKH ODZV RHYDURRQYHQWORPW DQG W
KXPDQLW\ HYHQ WKRXJK ZH GR QRW GHVFULEH WKHP LQ WKHVH U

+D\DW 7DKULU DO 6KDP +76 OHDGHU $KPHG DO 6WRRMVHIHW D
WLPHOLQH IRU EXLOGLQJ QHZ 6\ULDQ VWDWH GXULQJ ZKLFK KH S
KHDYLO\ LQIOXHQFH WKH DOORFDW-L K@X RU 5 ROMNEXD® \8RBGHWK LV
PRVW GHWDLOHG DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WKH VWDWH IRUPRIMMAR@ B
$UDEBR\B®H VDLG WKDW KH H[SHFWV ZULWLQJ D FRQVWLWXWLRQ ZL
ZLOO WDNH *R&KDWHD MKVWLILHG WKH ORQJ HOHFWLRQ WLPHOLQH
SFRPSUHKHQVLYH SRSXODWLRQ FHQVXV’ ™ IR @ KDUHDF W ER Q RIZHOMHK®IM
KDV DSSRLQWHG +76 PHPEHUV WR PRVW PDMRU PLQLVWULHYV DV I
&RQIHUHQFH" ZLOO IXOO\ UHSUHVHQW 6\ULDYV GLYHUVLW\ DQG E
FRGH@KLV LQWHUYLHZ LV WKH ODWHVW LQ 6KDUDTYfV HIIRUW WR S
PRGHUDWH OHDGHU DQG GLVWDQFH KLPVHOI ITURP KLV H[WUHP
EDFNJURX®KKSDUD DQG KHG +F@WHULP JRYHUQPHQW KDYH \HW W
LUUHYHUVLEOH VWHSY WRZDUG LPSOHPHQWLQJ WKH W\SH RI UHS
DW WKLV WLPH



Reported Control of Terrain in Syria
As of December 29, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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The HTS-led interim government is negotiating to
integrate the SDF into the new Syrian armed forces
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HTS leader Ahmed al Shara described
a three-to-four-year transitional timeline
that would presumably allow him to rule
for that time

[ HTS-led Opposition Forces
1 Lost Regime Territory
[ Turkish-backed SNA

[ sbF
[1 Al Tanf Deconfliction Zone Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Noel Mikkelsen,Tom Thacker,
[ Unidentified Opposition Groups Mitchell Belcher, Harrison Hurwitz, Dertk Durbin, Brian Carter,
7 D,
SNA-SDF Contastad Johanna Moore, Andie Parry, Kelly Campa, Carolyn Moorman;

Siddhant Kishore, Annika Ganzeveld, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick,

[ HTS-SDF Contested Alexandra Braverman, Katherine Wells, Ria Reddy, and Ben Rezaei
[ Israel Defense Forces @‘2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project
The Unidentified Opposition Group layer displays areas previously assigned as Regime-controlled where ISW now assesses that local
opposition groups have established control beyond mere presence. Inclusion of a town under this layer does not imply that ISW assesses
that the town is part of any organized frontline. ISW cannot assess with confidence that these opposition groups control areas between
these towns, however.

7KH +70HG LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQW LV QHJFEWENWG Q) ZILMX 'WRR F8
JRUFHV 6') WR LQWHJUDWH LW SROLWLFDOO\ DQG PLOLW®KDOD L
VDLG WKDW WKHVH QHJRWLDWLRQV DUH PHDQW WR@XH\WNRIO DH) @/ K|
KDYH WULHG LQ UHFHQW ZHHNV WR GLVDUPOMNGGIRYWHQBBWYW &K W
WKH 6') ZLWWKFD OXOBV@®RROW UHLWHUDWHG WKDW XQGHU D SRWH:(
IHGHUDOLVP LQ 6\ULD DQG QRWHG WKDW WKH 6') ZRXOG EH L
OLQLVW @AW LV XQFOHDU ZKHWKHUGBDBD XQWWQ ®W @ RVKKY UHWD
XQLWY RU GLVSHUVH LQGLYLGXDO 6') PHPEHUV DFURVV WKH 6\L
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IRUPHU RSSRVLWLRQ OHDGHUV PHW RQ 'HFHPEHU DQG DIJUHHG
XQGHU WKH 6\ULDQ '"HIHQVH > @

6KDUD FRQWLQXHV WR PHHEWFAHREK 6WHKH @ XIDNLVRQDO $UP\ 61%
QHIJRWLDWLRQV ZLWK WKH 6') 6KDUD PHW ZLWK 61% OHDGHUV L
'ROYHV PHPEHU )DKLP ,VVD >R@KBBEBPEBDIW KHDYLO\ IDYRUHG WKH
SVWUDWHJILF UHODWLRQV™ ZLWK 7XUNH\ ERWK RI ZKLFK KBYK V\

7KH 6') DQG 61%$ KDYH FRQWLQXHG WR FODVK LQ QRUWKHUQ DQG ¢
,6: V ODVW GDWDKFHXB®RISRVWHG IRRWDJH VKRZLQJ LWV IRUFHV G
VRXWK RI 9D@EHM61$ VKHOOHG DW OHDVW 6') SRVLWLRQV DUR
6\ULD ®QWL) PHGLD FODLPHG WKDW 7XUNH\ FRQGXFWHG GURQH
ODQELM DQG >.RED
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Control of Terrain in North Syria
As of December 29, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Turkey reportedly conducted drone strikes
targeting the SDF around Manbij and Kobani
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The SDF destroyed a mobile
SNA radar site
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[ HtS-led Opposition Forces o 15 I
7] Lost Regime Territory L_1L_1L_Lg — i < ] .
Map by Gedr'ge Barros, Daniel Mealie; Noel Mikkelsény Tort Phacker:
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(O sisnificant Fighting in the Past 24 Houss © 2024 Institite Jor the Stidy of War and AEFS eritical Threais Project "~

7KH +70HG LQWHULP 6\ULDQ JRYHUQPHQW SURPRWHG +76 FRPPDQ
WR VHQLRU PLOLWDU\ UDQNV>R @OQOMFHWPIEFHUHIHQVH OLQLVWHU 0D
4ADVUD DQG $UPHG )RUFHV &KLHI RI 6WDII $OL 1RXU DO 'LQ ZHUH
JRYHUQPHQW DOVR SURPRWHG ILYH LQGLYLGXDOV WR EULJDGLH!
RSSRVLWKR®Y 4KR KDYH DJUHHG WR PHUJH XQGHU WKH QHZ 6\L
VXERUGLQDWLQJ WKHLU ILIKWHARPLQWWRHGWKERPPBQE  @VW

,UDTL 3RSXODU ORELOL]DWLRQ )RUFHV 30) &KLHI RI 6WDII $EG
LQVSHFWHG FRPEDW XQLWV LQ $QEDU 36 RYLID ER W®HRW R @ KHHF HPE
OXKDPPDGDZL YLVLWHG WKH 30) WK %ULJDGH ZKLEK LV XC
&RPPDOG®@KH 30) WK %ULJDGH UHSRUWHGO\ RSHUGWHD E g UWB@HDWY
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OXKDPPDGDZL DOVR YLVLWHG WKH 6HFRQG 5HJLRQ %RUGHU &RP
OLQLVWW@KH 6HFRQG 5HJLRQ %RUGHU &RPPDQG LV ORFDWHG LQ
BURYLQFBHFRQG 5HJLRQ %RUGHU &RPPDQGHU .KDLUDOODK ,VVE
*HQHUDO $EGXO $PLU 5DVKLG <DUDOODK DQG 30) $QEDU 2SHUDW
DFFRPSDQLHG OXKPP@DMIDIML VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ FRPPDQGV WKH
7DIX] DQG $QEDU 2SHUDW L@ QD ®RPPDIQXG LY FORVHO\ BEDEN®IGG, ZL
PLOLWLD .DWDLE @KERPRDKDZL SUHYLRXVO\ VHUYHG DV WKH V
+H]E R Q0 08

%DORFK 6MOODIGL PLOLWLD $QVDU DO )XUTDQ FODLPHG D VXLFL
KHDG RI SROLFH LQWHOOLJHQFH LQ %DQGDU /HQJHK LQ>V RaKR\NHKH |
DWWDFN NLOOHG WKH ORFDO KHDG RI SROLFH LQWH@®IH BQRMMHDB
QRWDEO\ GHHS LQWR ,UDQ JLYHQ WKDW PRVW %DORFK PLOLWDRQF
ZLWK 3DNLVWDQ $QVDU DO )XUTDQ SUHYLRXVO\ FODLPHG D VXLI
%DOXFKLVWDQ SURYLQFH LQ '"HFEP RHU

.H\ 7TDNHDZD\V

x 6\ULD76 OHDGHU $KPHG DO 6K D WRRGKRNOOUL OH® HDO WEHR HRU E X
6\ULDQ VWDWH GXULQJ ZKLFK KH SUHVXPDEO\ ZRXOG UXOH I
RI SROLWLFDO SRZHU

x 6\ULDKH +T6HG LQWHULP JRYHUQPHQW LVEQHNRMEL®'W MR [ZQW
SROLWLFDOO\ DQG PLOLWDULO\ LQWR WKH IXWXUH 6\ULDQ VW
LQYRONMDUHLQJ 6') XQLWV RU GLVSHUVLQJ 5'5\RHPBHNYPBIFEU R

x ,UDQDORFK DIOIDGIL PLOLWLD $QVDU DO )XUTDQ FODLPHG D V
RI SROLWLFDO LQWHOOLJHQFH LQ %DQGDU /HQJHK LQ VRXWK
JLYHQ WKDW PRVW %DORFK PLOLWDQF\ LQVKUBPNRVFKAOWLY DUR:

*D]D 6WULS
$[LV RI 5HVLVWDQFH REMHFWLYHV

x (URGH WKH ZLOO Rl WKH ,VUDHOL SROLWLFDO HVWDEOLVKPH
WKH *D]D 6WULS

x SHHVWDEOLVK +DPDV DV WKH JRYHUQLQJ DXWKRULW\ LQ WKH

7KH ,') FRQWLQXHG WR RSHUDWH LQ WKH QRUWKHUQ 3DOIMH \6WILUQ
ILJKWHUV NLOOHG D VROLGHU LQ WKH ,") VW $UPRUHG %ULJD
6WWLS@ VROGLHU LQ WKH ,") UG ,QIDQWU\ %ULJDGH UG 'LYL
ILJKWLQJ +DPDV LQ %HLW @RBRXQ DWGZHODQWU\ %ULJDGH VWDU)
+DQRXQ RQ '"HFBPKERPPHUFLDOO\ DYDLODEOH VDWHOOLWH LPDJH
,') FRQGXFWLQJ FOHDULQJ RSHUDWLRQV LQ %HLW /DKLD 3DOH)
DWWDFNHG WKH ,') ZHVY BHYYHUDW/O+BDQARKXKWYVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDV LQI
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) HDVW R -DEDOLD UHIXJHH @

7KH ,") UG %ULJDGH UG 'LYLVLRQ GLUHFWHG DLUVWULNHV W
%HLW +DQRXQ LQ WKH QRUWKHUQ *D]D 6W @ B ORHY WHRHEH UL JK W F
WZR ORIQPIH URFNHWYV IURP WKH DUHD WRZDUBG @GHUXVD OHBS RRUQWV
FRQGXFWHG WKH DLUVWULNHY EHFDXVH +DPDV ZDV WU\LQJ WR G
GHVWUR\@KW ,') $UDBILFIXDIJH VSRNHVSHUVRQ LVVXHG HYDFXDWL
'"HFHPEHU > @

8QVSHFLILHG ,') VRXUFHVY VDLG WKDW WKH ,") LV FORVH WR FRPS(
LQ WKH QRUWKHUQ *D]D 6WULS DIWHU WKH ,') FOHDUHG D +DPD
$GZDQ +RVSLWDO RQ 'HEFHREKHI ,') GHWDLQHG SDOHVWLQLDQ Il
RWKHUV GXULQJ WKBKRSNBRWERY GHVFULEHG WKH KRVSLWDO D
-DEDO L@

7KH ') $UDBIDFQJXDJH VSRNHVSHUVRQ LVVXHG HYDFXDWLRQ RU(¢
ZHVW Rl *D]D &LW\ RQ 'HFHPEHU DIWHU 3DOHVWLQLDQ ILIKWH1
DUHD WRZDUG VRXWKXKH&®HV,UDIHONHUFHSWHG WKUHH URFNHWYV W
IURP WKH QRUWKHUQ *D]D 6WULS BW@X&RHRWWHRIQU'RIFMIPE M UpH @O L

7KH ,') FRQGXFWHG DQ DLUVWULNH WDUJHWLQJ D +DPDV DLU GH
&LW\ RQ 'HFHPEHUW KH ,') UHSRUWHG WKDW WKH XQLW ZDV RSHI
KRVSBEW@®H ,') DGGHG WKDW +DPDV ZDV XVLQJ WKH VLWH WR SC
7KH 3DOHVWLQLDQ FLYLO GHIHQVH UHSRUWHG WKDW>_ WKH
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of December 29, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Gaza Strip S

The IDF conducted airstrikes
targeting rocket launchers in

NGO-built E—‘ .
3 Beit Hanoun

Jetty I

The IDF conducted an airstrike
targeting a Hamas air defense
site in Shujaiya
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o) 5 10 20 Kilometers
1 L ! L 1 L | L ]
Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel Mikkelsen, Tom/Thackér!Harrison Hurwitz, Derik Durbin, Brian Carter,
Johanna Moore, Andie Parvy, Kelly Campa, Annika Ganzeveld, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, AleXandra Braverman, Katherine Wells, Siddhant
Kishore, Carolyn Moorman, Ria Reddy, and Ben Rezaei - © 2024 Institute for-the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project

- - - Reported Israeli Clearing IDF-Declared Humanitarian O Significant Fighting in the Lebanon_ _
-~ ' Operations® Corridors in Gaza past 24 Hours
~ - Claimed Furthest Israeli = Netzarim Corridor Al-Mawasi Humanitarian
. N .
Advances — Philadelphi Corridor Zone .

- = Assessed Furthest Extent of
="~ Israeli Clearing Operations

* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations” layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of December 29, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Zones layef. shows Israeli i) ity
\¢ ion zon 1= o . -
evacualion zones 158 ¥ G The IDF issued evacuation

announced by the Israel

. | .
Defense Forces (IDF), CTP-| Nco-buit - | orders for neighborhoods west

Jetty % / of Gaza City after Palestinian
ItSVtV usedtll?F malzs f:}?d A 7ahr¥}ﬁ‘i‘]‘zc 5 ) fighters fir?é rockets from the
i;y:;ns\%serg Iclg?rflapés P T area toward southern Israel
cover part of a zone this Nuselrate Lo Buzeij

layer covers the whole zone
to avoid understating the
evacuation order. The IDF | Deiral Balaho = &3
began announcing these gl
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December 2, 2023, at 0222 Aé'Sureijo \
ET on X (Twitter) i HimeRe
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T 7 Reported Israeli Clearing Operations™ Newly Announced Evacnation Zones o 235, 5 10 Kilometers
as of December 29 - . .
. J Furthest Lsracli Ady Map by George*Bgrros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel
el Llaimed Furthest lsragll Advances . - Mikkelsen, Tom Thucker, ITarrison Hurwitz, Derik Durbin,
[DF-Declared Humanitarian B : o - L
Corridors in Gaza Brian Carter, Johanna“Mgore, Andie Parry, Kelly Campa,
Al-Mawasl Humanitarian Zone Annika Ganzeveld, Kitanelitzpatrick, Alexandra Braverman,
C Corrid Katherine Wells, Siddhant Kishore, Carolyn Moorman, Ria
Tsraeli Announced Fvacuation Zones Netzarim Corridor Reddy, and Ben Rezael
© 2024 Institute for the Study of Wartand AEI's Critical
= Philadelphi Corridor Threats Project \

¥ ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete

‘HVW %DQN
$[LV RI 5HVLVWDQFH REMHFWLYHYV
x (VWDEOLVK WKH :HVW %DQN DV D YLDEOH IURQW DJDLQVW ,V

$ 3DOHVWLQLDQ $XWKRULW\ 3% VSRNHVSHUVRQ UHSRUWHG WK
MRXUQDOLVW LQ -HQLQ UHIXJHH FDP S@RIOH\MPEHDQ PLOLWLDV
EODPHG WKH 3% IRU SGLUHFWO\ WDUJHWLQJ W K@&KMR3$U QW O VNG |
IRUFHV ZHUH QRW SUHVHQW LQ WKH DUHD DWW W36t WD F H R WWRKE |
3$ DFWLYLW\ LQ -HQLQ UHIXJHH ¥D@®S VLQFH 'HFHPEHU
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7ZR 3,- -HQLQ %DWWDOLRQ ILJKWHUV VXUUHQGHUHG WR WKH ,") L
GD\¥ @ KH WZR ILJKWHUV DSSURDFKHG DQ ,') FKHFENSRLQW LQ

WKHPVHOYHV WR WKH ,VUDHOL VROGLHUV WKHUH $Q ,VUDHOL $U
VXUUHQGHUHG WR WKH ,') RXW RIZHAKHUH DWW QRVWH FR\UW KRHl 3P O
RSWLQJ IRWWVUBGLWLRQ WR ,VUDHO GXH WR IHDU RI DUUHVW E\

FRUUHVSRQGHQW 3% IRUFHV KDYH GHWDLQHG RYHU SDOHVWL
RU L&WW\ DIILOLDWHG ZLWK WKH -HQLQ %DWWDOLRQ

,VUDHOL 3ULPH OLQLVWHU %HQMDPLQ 1HWDQ\DKX GHQLHG D 86 |
PLOLWDU\ HTXLSPHQW WR 3% IRUFHV LQ RUGHU WR VXSSRUW 3% |
"HVW %DOQNa¥KH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV UHTXHVWH® GWHK DW HDWPNO DAPUPL
DQG DUPRUHG SHUVRQQH® R L'HEKMWR RIKEHWIH | /LHXWHQDQW
+DOHYL UHMHFWHG W Kg$ 8 ® WHINX EVWWIVE@ DO B CARMOQWHUWHUURULVE
QRUWKHUQ :HVW %DQN RQ 'HFHPEHU WR GHVWUR\ 3DOHVW

1IRUWKHUQ .VUDHO DQG /HEDQRQ

/IHEDQHVH +HJEROODK REMHFWLYHV
x (QG ,VUDHOL RSHUDWLRQV LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS

x 6XUYLYH WKH 2FWREHU :DU DV D FDSDEOH SROLWLFDO DQ
/JHEDQRQ

/IHEDQHVH PHGLD UHSRUWHG WKDW WKH ,') DGYDQFHG IURP 2GDl
VRXWKHDVWHUQ /HEDQRQ RQ@ 'HHFKRHEHKU,') WDQNV DQG D EXOOC
DGYDQFHG WRZDUG 'HLU 6HU\DQ YLD 7D\EHK DQG EOR¥N®@KHWKH L
ZDUQHG 81),/ WR DYRLG WKH DUHD ZKLOH WX H@

7KH ,') GHPROLVKHG LQIUDVWUXFWXUH LQ VHYHUDO ORFDWLRQ
'HFHPEHU /HEDQHVH PHGLD UHSRUWHG WKDW WKH ,') GHPROLVK
ODURXQ DO 5DV DQG IDU > @

/IHEDQHVH PHGLD UHSRUWHG ILYH ,') WDQNV DGYDQFHG IURP 0DL
VRXWKHDVWHUQ /HEDQRQ RS 'WWFHPEHU
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Reported Israeli Operations in the Eastern Sector
As of December 29, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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The IDF advanced from Odaisseh

IDF armor reportedly toward Deir Seryan

| from Markaba advanced
toward Tallousseh

Israeli-Controlled

CATATAY 2, '
AS""'ﬁF’ ) ") Golan Heights

— Lebanon Roads Israeli Evacuation o

; Zone 7
----- Assessed Israeli 1 o
""" ' Advances® Israeli Closed NS4 A A
. s - Mllltﬁl’y Zone M(zp‘t_t// ?d_qe arpos, Danielzf(]euhc.ﬂ lilchell Beleher, Nocl 4 w? )
Claimed Israeli Tom Th{ Ckey; Ilzyr{:({flur titz, Deri Dl%h{fl‘ rianCartér, Johanna
T '; Advances in Slgnlflcant Moort:.Au{df("Paryy, clly ‘am;ﬁ./}ﬁni cd Gapeveld, Kilﬁncj Titgpatrick,
- g 3 o Alexandrd [i;a/mrmun, Kat]ﬁine el .Si{Hfmn«t;Kishﬁm. Caro) jn
Lebanon O Flghtlng in the Moorman, Kia | *d%nd/}{ﬁnl ezael / /
past 24 Hours © 2024 Instipdte for the, 4!11%%{{ ar ynd/ {I's Ofitical Il}wuf.yl roject
o AsseslgeddFurthest * Assessed advances are areas where ISW-CTP
! .Isrﬁet: Advances assess forces have operated in or launched attacks
n Lebanon

but do not control.
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Reported Israeli Operations in the Western Sector
As of December 29, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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—— Lebanon Roads Israeli Evacuation — &
’ Zone ;

----- Assessed Israeli 0 3 6 12 Kil .

] % . meter
Advances ___ Israeli Closed 78 TN i omcters
Claimed Israeli Mlhtary Zone Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel Mikkelsen,

e : i Tom Thacker, Iarrison Iurwitz, Derik Durbin, Brian Carter, Johanna

I__ Advances in Slgnlficant Moore, Andie Parry, Kelly Campa, Annika Ganzeveld, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick,

Alexandra Braverman, Katherine Wells, Siddhant Kishore. Carolyn
Moorman, Ria Reddy, and Ben Rezaei
paSt 24 Hours © 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project

* Assessed advances are areas where ISW-CTP
assess forces have operated in or launched attacks
but do not control.

Lebanon (O Fighting in the

Assessed Furthest
<. = Israeli Advances
in Lebanon
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Reported Israeli Operations in Lebanon
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F demolished buildings in
several locations

— Lebanon Roads Israeli Evacuation

c---- Assessed Israeli Zone

""" ' Advances Israeli Closed 0 5
Claimed Israeli MilitaryZone T o

Map by George Barros, Daytiel :’Wuul/ie, MiiChellBelcHer, .;'\-rwl/ ;\7]ilcl/\:e’lsc'm
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Iran Update

CRITICAL
THREATS

Katherine Wells, Annika Ganzeveld, Carolyn Moorman,
Kelly Campa, Avery Borens, and Nicholas Carl
December 30, 2024 , Information Cutoff: 2:00 pm ET

The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored
activities that undermine regional stability and threat en US forces and interests.

Clickhere WR VHH &73 DQG ,6:fV LQWHUDFWLYH PDS Riere\fds8eHCOR.addJ R X
,6: 1V LQWHUDFWLYH PDS RI WKH RQJRLQJ RSSRVLWLRQ RIITHQVLY
alongside the static maps present in this report.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Iran appears increasingly as though it seeks to foment sectarian conflict in Syria, which

it could then exploit to establish proxy and partner militias there. Outlets affiliated with the

Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) and Armed Forces General Staff published reports

on December 30 to this end. One outlet reported on HTS-affiliated elements committing violence
against Syrian Alawites.[1] AnotheU RXWOHW UHSRUWHG WKDW DUPHG 3UHVL\
HTS-led interim government in response to its offenses against the Syrian people.[2] CTP-ISW has
independently observed anti-HTS elements appearing in predominantly Alawite areas in recent days.
7TKDW WKH ,UDQLDQ RXWOHW IUDPHG WKHVH HOHPHQWY DV 3SUHVL
overwhelmingly positive connotation in Iranian regime discourse.[3] Other Iranian outlets that have

no obvious affiliation with the Iranian security establishment have published reports emphasizing
sectarian tensions in recent days as well. For instance, one outlet reported on purported HTS efforts to
DFKLHYH -BhkH. [ BBWMMLRQ RI 6\ULD "> @ $ OLGGOH (DVWHUQ VRXUFH
that regional countries have shared intelligence with HTS in recent days that the IRGC is planning to
SIRVWHU GLUHFW DQG VXSSRUW DQ LQVXUJHQF\" LQ 6\ULD SUHV
Iran is currently trying to stoke.[5] Another sou rce told the Western analyst that HTS-led forces
detained two former Syrian regime operatives with IRGC identification cards and at least three
Lebanese nationals.[6] CTP-ISW cannot verify these reports, but it is consistent with senior Iranian
officials, including Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, suggesting in recent days that Syrian youth should

arm and mobilize against the interim government.[7]

Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS) leader Ahmed al Shara promoted loyalists to the senior
levels of the new Syrian security establishment that he is currently forming. Shara

1 Copyright© Institute for the Study of Warv §Z u €] v vS % E]e /veS]Sus [R02&]S]



promoted these individuals even though the exact organization and structure of the new Syrian armed
forces remains unclear. Shara promoted two individuals to major general, five individuals to brigadier
general, and over forty individuals to colonel, as CTP-ISW previously reported.[8] The two major
generals? Marhaf Ahmed Abu Qasra and Ali Nour al Din 2 are the interim defense minister and armed
forces chief of staff, respectively. The individuals whom Shara promoted to brigadier general all appear
to have close ties to HTS, and in some cases, personal relations with Shara. These individuals include:

x Mohammad Khair Hassan Shuaib (also known as Abu al Khair Taftanaz). Shuaib is
a military leader in HTS.[9] Shuaib previously headed a military council that was comprised of
HTS and the National Liberation Front.[10] Shuaib also reportedly founded the Syrian Salvation
Government Military College.[11]

x Abdul Rahman Hussein al Khatib (also known as Abu Hussein al Urduni). Khatib is
a Jordanian citizen of Palestinian origin.[12] Khatib went to Syria in late 2013 and is deeply loyal
to HTS leader Ahmed al Shara.[13] Khatib is reportedly a member of the HTS Shura Council.[14]
Jordanian media reported that Khatib is known for KLV 36IMABKIDRLGL DSSURDFK "> (

x Abdul Aziz Dawoud Khodaberdi (also known as Abu Muhammad Turkistan).
Khodaberdi commands the Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP) forces in Syria. The TIP is an al Qaeda-
affiliated Uyghur jihadist group.[16] China has labeled the TIP as a terrorist organization and
DFFXVHG LW RI 3JUDYHO\ WKUHDWH Q >L Q@R @hnhonted QhadtvFhara Q W +
promoted two other Uyghur fighters to the rank of colonel.[18]

x Abdo Mohammad Sarhan. Sarhan previously commanded Jabhat al Nusra in the Eastern
Ghouta.[19]
x Omar Mohammad Ciftci (also known as Mukhtar al Turki). Ciftci is a Turkish citizen

who previously commander a unit called the Omar Brigade.[20] Ciftci reportedly led the
S*'HWHUUHQFH RI $JJUHVVLRQ RSHUDWLRQ URRP WR RYHUWK

HTS -led interim government officials are continuing to meet with military commanders

affiliated with the Turkish -backed Syrian National Army (SNA). Interim Defense Minister
Marhaf Ahmed Abu Qasra met with the leaders of the SNA-affiliated Hamza Division and Suleiman

Shah Brigade on December 30.[22] HTS leader Ahmed al Shara previously met with these commanders

on December 16.[23] The United States sactioned the Hamza Division and Suleiman Shah Brigade in
$XIXVW IRU FRPPLWWLQJ S VHULRXV KXPDQ ULJKWYV DEXVHV DJ
QRUWKHUQ 6\ULD “©9H@ I@WHUBP JRYHUQPHQWITV IUHTXHQW DQG
allLOLDWHG FRPPDQGHUYV VLIJQDOV WKDW +76 LV FRQWLQXLQJ WR
UHODWLRQV™ ZLWK 7XUNH\ ERWK RI ZKLFK KDYH VWDWHG WKHLU

2 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $(,TV ¢&



Reported Control of Terrain in Syria
As of December 30, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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The SDF and SNA have continued to clash in northern and northeastern Syria since CTP -
ISW's last data cutoff. The SDF published footage showing its forces destroying SNA portable radar
systems, a radarjamming system, and an armored vehicle at SNA positions west of Qara Qozak
bridge.[26] Anti -SDF media claimed that the SDF and SNA continued to clash west of Tishren Dam in
the Manbij countryside.[27] Anti -SDF media also claimed that Turkey conducted drone strikes
targeting SDF positions near the Tishreen Dam in Aleppo Province and at a security point in Ragga

Province on December 30.[28]
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The SDF likely advanced north of Deir Hafer, east of Aleppo City, and led SNA forces to

withdraw at least four kilometers from the M4 highway. An SNA field commander told a local

outlet on December 29 that the SNA had withdrawn from towns near Deir Hafer north to Rasm al
Harmal al Imam, a town seven kilometers north of the M4 highway.[29] The field commander said that

the SDF controlled all terri tory south of an eastwest water canal that connects Lake Assad to Aleppo
&LW\ > @ 7KH 61% ILHOG FRPPDQGHUYY VWDWHPHQW LV FRQVLYV
operations in Deir Hafer and nearby towns.[31] The SDF does not appear to have advancd further west

than Deir Hafer as of this writing.
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HTS leader Ahmed al Shara met with senior Ukranian officials in Damascus on
December 30.[32] A delegation led by Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Andrii Sybiha met with
Syrian Foreign Affairs Minister Assad al Shaibani and Intelligence Chief Anas Khattab.[33] Shaibani

4 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $(,TV ¢&



vVDLG WKDW WKHUH ZLOO EH D 3VWUDWHILF SDUWQHUVKLS™ EHW.
after the meeting.[34]

HTS leader Ahmed al Shara met with Kuwaiti Foreign Affairs Minister Abdullah Ali al

Yahya and Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council Jassam Mohammed al

Badawi in Damascus on December 30.[35] Syrian Foreign Affairs Minister Assad al Shaibani
and Syrian Intelligence Chief Anas Khattab attended the meeting as well.[36] Shaibani said that Kuwait
and Syria will establish political, economic, and humanitarian cooperation during a press conference
after the meeting.[37]

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) continued operations within the Israel -Syria

disengagement zone on December 30.[38] Syrian media reported that the IDF advanced into al
Baath and entered government buildings to search for weapons.[39] The IDF previously entered al
Baath and met with local officials to negotiate weapons collection efforts in the area on December
22.[40] L ocal media reported on December 30 that the IDF remain near Maariyah and Jamleh villages,
Daraa Province.[41] The IDF first began operations within the disengagement zone on December
8.[42]

5 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $(,TV ¢&



Opposition Advances in Southwest Syria
As of December 30, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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[ Unidentified Opposition Groups
[ Israel Defense Forces

Palestinian fighters conducted a relatively large attack targeting the IDF in the northern
Gaza Strip.[43]

The fighters conducted a multi-wave attack targeting the IDF around Jabalia refugee camp with small
arms and in groups that ranged from six to 30 fighters. The IDF has been clearing the area since October
2024.[44] The IDF engaged the attacking Palestinian fighters with drone strikes and tank fire and killed
around 106 fighters. This attack is noteworthy given it was significantly larger than most other militia
operations in the Gaza Strip in recent months; fighters have typically operated in small squads rather
than as a small company. The IDF assesses that around 1000 fighters remain around Jabalia at this
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Key Takeaways:

x Iran: Iran appears increasingly as though it seeks to foment sectarian conflict in Syria, which it
could then exploit to establish proxy and partner militias there.

x Syria: HTS leader Ahmed al Shara appointed loyalists to the senior levels of the new Syrian
security establishment that he is currently forming.

x Syria: HTS-interim government officials have continued to meet with military commanders
affiliated with the Turkish -backed SNA.

x Gaza Strip: Palestinian fighters conducted a relatively large attack targeting the IDF in the
northern Gaza Strip.

Gaza Strip:

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

Unidentified Palestinian militias fired an anti -tank guided missile at a building in Beit
Hanoun, northern Gaza Strip, on December 30, killing a reservist in the IDF 900th

Brigade (162nd Division).[47] The IDF began a brigadesized clearing operation in Beit Hanoun
on December 28.[48]

The IDF 162nd Division continued to conduct clearing operations in Jabalia, northern

Gaza Strip, on December 30. The IDF has operated around Indonesian Hospital in recent days,
detaining and killing Palestinian fighters and destroying booby -trapped areas nearby.[49] The IDF also
located footage of Hamas fighters planting improvised explosive devices (IEDs) about 45 meters from
the hospital. Hamas and the Popular Resistance Committees conducted a combined mortar attack
targeting the IDF west of Jabalia refugee camp on December 30.[50]

7KH 3RSXODU )URQW IRU WKH /LEHUDWLRQ RI 3DOHVWLQH DQ
conducted separate rocket attacks targeting the IDF around the Netzarim Corridor on
December 30.[51]

The National Resistance Brigades mortared the IDF south of Rafah City on December
30.[52]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip
As of December 30, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of December 30, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Palestinian militias conducted two rocket attacks into southern Israel on December

30.[53] Palestinian militias launched a rocket from the central Gaza Strip that landed in an open area
in southern Israel.[54] No militia has claimed the attack at the time of this writing. Palestinian Islamic
Jihad separately fired rockets from the northern Gaza Strip at a town in southern Israel.[55] The IDF
intercepted the rockets.[56]
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Attacks into Israel from the Gaza Strip

As of December 30, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel
Nothing significant to report.

Northern Israel and Lebanon

Lebanese Hezbollah objectives:

1. End Israeli operations in the Gaza Strip
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2. Survive the October 7 War as a capable political and military organization with control over
Lebanon

The Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) reported on December 30 that it raided the homes of

wanted individuals throughout the Bekaa Valley, arresting 15 citizens for weapons

trading and firing guns.[57] The LAF seized a large number of weapons, ammunition, and military
equipment during the raids.[58] The LAF also reported that it arrested four Lebanese citizens and three
Palestinians near Beirut for firing their weapons.[59] The LAF seized the individual VY ZHDSRQ
ammunition, and military equipment.[60]

Lebanese and Lebanese Hezbollah media reported on December 30 that the IDF
detonated explosives between Taybeh and Rab el Thalathine, southeastern

Lebanon.[61] Lebanese media previously reported that the IDF detonated explosives to demolish
homes in Taybeh on December 28.[62]
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Hezbollah Political Council Deputy Chairman Hajj Mahmoud Qamati said on December

WKDW +H]JEROODK ZLOO :GHDO"™ ZLWK DQ\ UHPDLQLQJ ,VUDHOL |
60 -day period that Israel has to withdrawal under the ceasefire deal.[63] Qamati added
WKDW +H]JEROODK LV VWURQJ DQG SUHSDUHG DQG WKDW LWV FDS
ADPDWLYV FRPPHQWYV IROORZ PXOWLSOH DFFXVDWLRQV RI ,VUD
Lebanese officials.[65] The IDF said RQ 'HFHPEHU WKDW LW KDV GHVWUR\HG
rocket capabilities, seized over 85,000 weapons in Lebanon, and killed a total of 3,800 Hezbollah

fighters since the October 7 war began.[66]

Hezbollah Executive Council Deputy Chairman Sheikh Ali Damosh announced
+H]EROODKTfV SODQ IRU UHFRQVWU Rdmish Qald tHEFRQdRay Genemal Naim

Qassem formed a committee to supervise reconstruction. Damosh said that specialized technical bodies
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