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Iran Update, November 14, 2023 

Brian Carter, Ashka Jhaveri, Johanna Moore, Amin Soltani, Annika Ganzeveld, Peter 
Mills, Kathryn Tyson, and Nicholas Carl 

Information Cutoff: 2:00pm EST  

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and 
trends that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats 
Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) 
provides these updates regularly based on regional events. For more on developments in Iran 
and the region, see our interactive map of Iran and the Middle East. 

Note: CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover the Israel-Hamas war. The new sections 
address developments in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as 
�Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �I�U�R�P���,�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����:�H���G�R���Q�R�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���L�Q���G�H�W�D�L�O on war crimes 
because these activities are well-covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military 
operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed 
conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against humanity even though we do not 
describe them in these reports. 

Click here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �7�K�L�V���P�D�S���L�V��
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Key Takeaways: 

1. Hamas is conducting a delaying operation against the advancing Israeli forces in the Gaza 
�6�W�U�L�S���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���D�Q�G���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�I�I�H�F�W�V�����+�D�P�D�V�¶���G�H�O�D�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�V��
strategic effects by helping it rally support for Hamas among its partners, within the 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����+�D�P�D�V�¶���G�H�O�D�\���H�I�I�R�U�W���D�O�V�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���+�D�P�D�V�¶���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
objectives within the Gaza Strip, which include preserving essential capabilities and key 
leaders and setting conditions to conduct an insurgency against Israeli forces in the Gaza 
Strip if necessary. 

2. Israeli forces continued their advance toward al Shifa Hospital from the north and south. 
Israeli forces continued clearing operations north of Gaza City. Palestinian militias 
conducted two indirect fire attacks on Israeli forces in the central Gaza Strip. The IDF 
opened two humanitarian corridors leading to Salah al Din Street for civilians to evacuate 
the northern Gaza Strip. 



3. Palestinian militias continued their usual rate of indirect fire from the Gaza Strip into 
Israel. 

4. Palestinian fighters clashed with and conducted IED attacks against Israeli forces in 
Tulkarm. The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine called for Palestinians to 
attack Israeli soldiers and civilians in the West Bank. 

5. Iranian-backed militants, including Lebanese Hezbollah, conducted 18 cross-border 
attacks into northern Israel. 

6. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq�² a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi proxies�² claimed 
three attacks on US bases in Syria. The al Dhaferin Group of the Islamic Resistance in 
Iraq threatened to escalate attacks against the United States in the region. 

7. The Houthi movement Leader Abdul Malik al Houthi threatened to target Israeli ships in 
the Red Sea, specifically around the Bab al Mandeb, echoing a long-repeated threat. 
Israel intercepted a missile over the Red Sea targeting Eilat in southern Israel. 

8. Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian held a telephone call with his 
Qatari counterpart Mohammad bin Abdolrahman al Thani. 
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