
 
 

Kelly Campa, Annika Ganzeveld, Siddhant Kishore, Carolyn Moorman, and Nicholas 
Carl  

September 22, 2024 , 2:00pm ET  

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends 
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly based on regional events. Click  here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L��
ground operation s. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.  

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with 
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence o r 
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian 
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually 
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing 
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian regional  strategy.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) conducted a large -scale airstrike campaign across 
Lebanon on September 21 and 22.[1]  The IDF announced on September 21 that it targeted over 
400 rocket launchers, thousands of rocket barrels, and other military infrastructure in at least two 
waves of airstrikes across southern Lebanon.[2] An Israeli military correspondent reported that the  
strikes targeted short- and medium- range rocket launchers within firing range of Haifa and other 
northern Israeli towns.[3]  The IDF stated that it was responding to indications that Hezbollah was 
preparing to launch rockets into northern Israel.[4]  The IDF announced new security protocols for 
some of the northern communities around the same time in response to the indications of an imminent 
Hezbollah attack.[5]  
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The IDF announced on September 22 that it conducted another wave of airstrikes targeting dozens of 
Hezbollah rocket launchers and military infrastructure across Lebanon.[6]  The IDF framed the most 
recent wave of strikes as meant to degrade Hezbollah forces rather than to preempt an imminent 
�+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���D�W�W�D�F�N�����D�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���G�D�\�¶�V���D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H�V���>���@ The framing that the IDF offered 
for the most recent wave of strikes matches generally how the IDF has discussed most of its airstrikes 
into Lebanon since October 2023. 

This activity marks the third consecutive day of heavy Israeli airstrikes into Lebanon.[8]  This activity 
also comes immediately after Israel detonated thousands of Hezbollah pagers and personal radios on 
September 18 and 19, respectively. IDF Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Herzi Halevi said that Israel 
�Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�� �Z�L�W�K�� �´�E�O�R�Z�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �E�O�R�Z�´�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�V�� �L�W�V�� �V�W�D�W�H�G�� �Z�D�U�� �D�L�P�� �R�I��
allowing displaced citizens to return to their homes in northern Israel.[9]  
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This map illustrates the locations of Israeli air and artillery strikes based on local Lebanese reporting. 
This map depicts strikes reported from 12:00pm ET on September 21 to 12:00pm ET on September 
22. This map is not exhaustive. CTP-ISW cannot independently verify the locations of Israeli strikes.  

Hezbollah launched its own strikes into Israel on September 21 and 22. These attacks are 
consistent with Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah declaring recently that 
the group would continue its cross -border attacks in support of Hamas in the Gaza 
Strip.[10]  Hezbollah launched three barrages of medium-range rockets targeting IDF Ramat David 
airbase in northern Israel on September 21.[11] The airbase is the northernmost one in Israel. Hezbollah 
�V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���Z�D�V���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���³�U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���D�W�W�D�F�N�V�´���R�Q���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���>�����@ The IDF intercepted 
about 24 rockets.[13] This attack may have been the one that the IDF preempted earlier that day. 

Hezbollah fired around another 85 short - and medium-range rockets targeting Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems near Haifa on September 22.[14] The Rafael Advanced Defense Systems is an Israeli 
defense company that develops weapons and military technology, including the Iron Dome air defense 
system, for the IDF.[15] �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�¶�V���V�L�W�H���L�Q���U�H�W�D�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���,�V�U�D�H�O��
detonating Hezbollah pagers and personal radios.[16] Several rockets impacted areas just outside Haifa 
and injured thr ee people.[17] 

It is notable that these latest Hezbollah attacks are slightly smaller in scale than previous retaliatory 
attacks the group has conducted. Hezbollah fired between 200 and 300 projectiles, including around 
20 one-way attack drones, on August 24 in retaliation to Israel killing top Hezbollah commander Fuad 
Shukr.[18]  

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq �² a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias �² claimed five 
attacks into Israel on September 22.  The claims included the following:  

�x An Arqab cruise missile attack targeting an unspecified location in northern Israel[19]  

�x �$���G�U�R�Q�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���D�Q���X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���³�Y�L�W�D�O���W�D�U�J�H�W�´���L�Q���,�V�U�D�H�O�>�����@ 

�x A drone attack targeting an unspecified location in southern Israel[21]  

�x An Arfad drone attack targeting an unspecified location in the Jordan Valley[22]  

�x A drone attack targeting an unspecified location in the Jordan Valley[23]  

The IDF intercepted two cruise missiles that were headed toward the southern Golan Heights from 
Iraq.[24]  The IDF intercepted the missiles before they entered Israeli airspace. The IDF also 
intercepted a drone that was heading toward southern Israel from I raq.[25]  The IDF intercepted the 
drone before it entered Israeli airspace, but air sirens still activated near Eilat. The IDF lastly 
intercepted a drone that flew over the southern Golan Heights from the east.[26]  

The commander of the IDF 7th Armored Brigade, Colonel Elad Zuri, published a letter 
�R�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���E�U�L�J�D�G�H���L�V���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���X�Q�L�W���W�R���³�O�H�D�G��
�W�K�H���,�'�)�� �L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���D�U�H�Q�D���´�>�����@ Zuri said that the 7th Brigade is deployed on the northern 
border and prepared to fight in order to return displaced northern residents to their homes.[28]  The 
IDF separately deployed the 98th Division, including the 35th Paratroopers and 89th Commando 
brigades, to northern Israel on September 18.[29] The 7th Brigade most recently fought in the Gaza 
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Strip on August 30 under the command of the 98th Division.[30]  It is unclear whether the 7th Brigade 
deployed north as part of the 98th Division or whether it will be subordinate to the 36th Division in 
�,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�� 

Key Takeaways : 

�x Lebanon:  The IDF conducted a large-scale air campaign into Lebanon. This activity marks 
three consecutive days of heavy Israeli airstrikes into Lebanon. 

�x �/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���V�W�U�L�N�H�V���L�Q�W�R���,�V�U�D�H�O�����Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V��
stated intent to continue cross-border attacks. 

�x Iraq:  The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed five attacks into Israel. The IDF intercepted several 
drones and cruise missiles headed toward Israel from Iraq. 
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 Gaza Strip  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

The IDF Air Force conducted an airstrike targeting Hamas fighters in a former school in 
al Shati refugee camp, Gaza City on September 22.[31]  The IDF reported that it targeted Hamas 
fighters in the Kafr Qasim school.[32]  The IDF added that it took steps to minimize civilian casualties 
in the airstrike, including using certain munitions and aerial surveillance.[33]  
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Hamas conducted multiple attacks targeting Israeli forces east of Rafah City on 
September 21.[34]  Hamas fighters detonated an explosively formed penetrator (EFP) targeting an 
Israeli tank in the al Shawka area.[35] �7�K�L�V�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�D�W�� �+�D�P�D�V�¶�� �5�D�I�D�K��
Brigade is operating as an effective military unit. CTP-ISW previously assessed that even severely 
�G�H�J�U�D�G�H�G�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �+�D�P�D�V�¶�� �5�D�I�D�K�� �%�U�L�J�D�G�H���� �F�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �V�L�P�S�O�H��
opportunistic attacks.[36]  Hamas separately fired tandem-charge munitions targeting an IDF 
bulldozer and detonated an improvised explosive device (IED) targeting IDF soldiers in al Shawka.[37]  
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West Bank  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least two locations in the West Bank 
since CTP -ISW's last data cutoff on September 21.[38]  The al Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades fired 
small arms and detonated IEDs targeting Israeli forces in Nablus and Tubas.[39] 
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and demonstrations in the West Bank.  

Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon  

�x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term  

�x Expel the United States from Syria 

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least four attacks into northern Israel since CTP -
ISW's last data cutoff on September 21, including the attacks targeting Ramat David 
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Airbase and the Rafael Advanced Defense Systems site.[40]  These attacks are described 
above. 
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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends 
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly based on regional events. Click here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L��
ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.   

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with 
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence o r 
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian 
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually 
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing 
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian regional  strategy.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

  

Israel set new war objectives for Lebanon on September 16. Accomplishing these 
objectives would require the IDF to undertake a second major military campaign in 
Lebanon as part of the October 7 War. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced 
on September 16 that returning Israeli citizens to their homes in northern Israel would be a new Israeli 
�Z�D�U���D�L�P���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������:�D�U���>���@���1�H�W�D�Q�\�D�K�X�¶�V���Q�H�Z���Z�D�U���D�L�P�V���D�U�H���D���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���W�K�H������-month -
lo�Q�J�� �/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �W�K�D�W���K�D�V�� �V�R�X�J�K�W���W�R�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V�� �R�Z�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
and political objectives vis-a-vis Israel and in support of Hamas.[2]  
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�,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �L�Q�� �/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q�� �L�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �D�Q�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�� �W�R�� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W��
�+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���I�U�R�P���D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���L�W�V���Z�D�U���D�L�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���W�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H���+�D�P�D�V�¶���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O���D�Q�G���D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
to rebuild itself in the Gaza Strip.  Hezbollah Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah has repeatedly 
tied an end to rocket fire into northern Israel to an Israeli ceasefire in the Gaza Strip on terms dictated 
�E�\�� �+�D�P�D�V���>���@�� �+�D�P�D�V�¶�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G�� �F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�V�� �W�D�Q�W�D�P�R�X�Q�W�� �W�R�� �D�Q�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L��defeat 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���H�Q�D�E�O�H���+�D�P�D�V���W�R���U�H�E�X�L�O�G���R�Y�H�U���W�L�P�H���>���@���$�J�U�H�H�L�Q�J���W�R���+�D�P�D�V�¶���W�H�U�P�V���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���I�D�L�O���W�R��
ensure Israeli security over the long term because it would demonstrate to Nasrallah that Israel could 
be cowed and defeated by relatively inexpensive indirect fire targeting civilians in Israel. This would 
encourage Nasrallah to undertake similar campaigns again in the future. 

Nasrallah is extremely unlikely to give the order to cease Hezbollah rocket attacks into northern Israel 
because he must continue to support his partners in the Axis of Resistance, as CTP-ISW has previously 
noted.[5] Continuing to fire rockets into Israel increases the risk of war, given the stated Israeli aim to 
return its civilians to their homes in northern Israel. This Israeli aim is not possible unless Hezbollah's 
rocket fire ceases. Nasrallah is unlikely to abandon his Axis of Resistance partners in the end because 
�W�R�� �G�R�� �V�R�� �Z�R�X�O�G���V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\�� �G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �D�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�[�L�V�� �R�I�� �5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H����
Hezbollah trainers, for example, routinely work with Iranian -backed militias in Syria to sustain ground 
lines of communication between Iran  and Hezbollah. Losing influence with these groups could have 
�G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���R�Q���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V���O�R�Q�J-term strength in the region and Lebanon.  

Hezbollah will therefore probably continue its indirect fire into northern Israel despite 
the ongoing Israeli air campaign. This will increase the risk of a ground campaign, given that the 
Israeli war aims of returning Israeli residents to northern Israel will require the IDF to physically 
prevent Hezbollah from firing into Israel. Israel is conducting a major air campaign in L ebanon, 
primarily targeting rocket launch sites to degrade Hezbollah's capabilities and destroy threats to 
Israel.[6] The IDF reported that it struck approximately 800 Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon on 
the morning of September 23.[7] Targeting the r elatively mobile and extremely well -hidden Hezbollah 
rocket, missile, and drone array is a very difficult undertaking, even for an air force as tactically 
proficient as the IDF Air Force. The 2006 Israel -Hezbollah War taught the IDF the lesson that airstri kes 
alone cannot stop Hezbollah rocket barrages, even when such an air campaign is very effectively 
designed and executed on a tactical level.[8] 

The IDF conducted an airstrike on September 23 targeting the commander of 
�+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V�� �V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �$�O�L�� �.�D�U�D�N�L�� �L�Q�� �'�D�K�L�\�D�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���� �%�H�L�U�X�W���� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R��
sources in the IDF.[9] An Israeli military correspondent reported that Karaki became the most 
senior Hezbollah military commander after the IDF killed Ibrahim Aqil on September 20.[10] Karaki 
�L�V���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���)�U�R�Q�W���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V���%�D�G�U�����1�D�V�V�H�U�����D�Q�G���$�]�L�]���8�Q�L�W�V���>11] Hezbollah 
rejected reports that Karaki was killed in the Israeli airstrike and claimed that he was moved to a safe 
location.[12] The IDF has not commented on the airstrike at the time of this writing.  

The IDF reported on September 23 that it struck over 800 Hezbollah targets in southern 
Lebanon and is preparing to strike targets in the Bekaa Valley.[13] An Israeli military 
correspondent reported that the IDF was primarily targeting rocket launchers aimed toward Israel to 
preempt threats.[14] The IDF stated that Hezbollah stores its weapons in populated areas and civilian 
structures and warned civilians to  avoid those areas.[15] 
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This map illustrates the locations of Israeli air and artillery strikes based on local Lebanese reporting. 
This map depicts strikes reported from 12:00pm ET on September 21 to 12:00pm ET on September 
22. This map is not exhaustive. CTP-ISW cannot independently verify the locations of Israeli strikes.   

 

Lebanese Hezbollah expanded the depth of its attack campaign against Israeli civilians 
by targeting Israeli settlements in the West Bank on September 23 .[16]Hezbollah fired an 
unspecified number of long-range rockets that struck at least five Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank.[17]These settlements are located approximately 100 kilometers south of the Israel-Lebanon 
border. The IDF stated that the rockets fell in open areas.[18]A Palestinian journalist reported that 
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Hezbollah rockets injured two Palestinians in Deir Istiya, which is about 15km southwest of Nablus and 
in Salafit Governorate.[19] Hezbollah may intend for these rocket attacks deep into the West Bank 
attempting to strain Israeli air defenses by forcing Israeli air defense systems to intercept rockets over 
the West Bank, where Israel very infrequently intercepts rocket fire. Most of the rocket fire that Israel 
has historically intercepted close to the West Bank has come from the Gaza Strip to the west, rather 
�W�K�D�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�����+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V���U�R�F�N�H�W���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���%�D�Q�N���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���L�W�V���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���V�W�U�L�N�H��
new targets deeper into Israel and pose an imminent threat to major Israeli cities, including Tel Aviv. 
Tel Aviv is also located approximately 100 kilometers south of the Israel-Lebanon border. This is the 
first time that Lebanese Hezbollah has struck targets in the West Bank since launching its indirect fire 
campaign targeting northern Israel on October 8, 2023. [20]  
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Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi said on September 23 that the Masoud 
Pezeshkian administration is willing to resume nuclear negotiations.[21] Araghchi made 
this statement on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in New York City. Araghchi and 
President Pezeshkian traveled to New York on September 20 and 22, respectively, to attend the 
�8�1�*�$���>�����@���$�U�D�J�K�F�K�L���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���L�V���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���U�H�V�X�P�H���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���&�L�W�\���L�I���³�W�K�H��
�R�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���U�H�D�G�\���´�>�����@���$�U�D�J�K�F�K�L���D�G�G�H�G���What he will remain in New York longer than Pezeshkian 
to meet with various unspecified foreign diplomats. Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister for Political Affairs 
Majid Takht Ravanchi, Vice President for Strategic Affairs Mohammad Javad Zarif, and lead Irania n 
nuclear negotiator Kazem Gharib Abadi accompanied Araghchi and Pezeshkian to New York.[24] 
Ravanchi and Zarif were both part of the Iranian nuclear negotiating team under former President 
Hassan Rouhani that helped conclude the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).[25] 
Gharib Abadi was the Iranian representative to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) from 
2018 to 2021, during which time he played a key role in engaging Western diplomats and negotiating 
teams.[26]  

Araghchi also met with several foreign counterparts in New York on September 22 and 23. Araghchi 
met with the foreign affairs ministers of Bahrain, Bulgaria, Cuba, Kuwait, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and 
�8�]�E�H�N�L�V�W�D�Q���>�����@���$�U�D�J�K�F�K�L���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���/�Hbanese Hezbollah during his meeting with 
Lebanese Foreign Affairs Minister Abdallah Bouhabib.[28]  

Key Takeaways : 

�x Lebanon: Israel set new war objectives for Lebanon on September 16. Accomplishing these 
objectives would require the IDF to undertake a second major military campaign in Lebanon as 
�S�D�U�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������:�D�U���� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���L�Q�� �/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I��an Israeli 
�H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���I�U�R�P���D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���L�W�V���Z�D�U���D�L�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���W�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H���+�D�P�D�V�¶���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O��
and ability to rebuild itself in the Gaza Strip. Nasrallah is extremely unlikely to give the order to 
cease Hezbollah rocket attacks into northern Israel because he must continue to support his 
partners in the Axis of Resistance, as CTP-ISW has previously noted. 

�x Israeli Air Campaign in Lebanon: The IDF reported on September 23 that it struck over 
800 Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon and is preparing to strike targets in the Bekaa Valley. 
�7�K�H�� �,�'�)�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G�� �D�Q�� �D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H�� �R�Q�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� ������ �W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�� �R�I�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V��
southern front Ali Karaki in Dahiya neighborhood, Beirut, according to sources in the IDF.  

�x Hezbollah Attack Campaign in Israel: Lebanese Hezbollah expanded the depth of its attack 
campaign against Israeli civilians by targeting Israeli settlements in the West Bank on September 
23. 

�x Nuclear Negotiations: Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi stated on September 
23 that the Masoud Pezeshkian administration is willing to resume nuclear negotiations.  

�x Gaza Strip: Hamas has published and attributed several messages to Hamas leader Yahya 
Sinwar in recent weeks. Israeli intelligence officials assess that Sinwar did not write the messages 
himself.  



6            �&�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W���‹���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���(�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W������������ 
 

�x Iraq: An Iranian -backed Iraqi militia member told Lebanese outlet al Akhbar  on September 23 
that Iranian -�E�D�F�N�H�G���,�U�D�T�L���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�¶���³�V�F�R�S�H���R�I���>�,�V�U�D�H�O�L�@���W�D�U�J�H�W�V�´���K�D�V���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���G�X�H���W�R���U�H�F�H�Q�W���,�V�U�D�H�O�L��
airstrikes in Lebanon.  
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Gaza Strip  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip  

Multiple Palestinian militias conducted attacks targeting Israeli forces near the 
Netzarim Corridor on September 23.[29] Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) mortared Israeli forces along the Netzarim Corridor.[30]  
The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) mortared Israeli forces operating in the 
northern Central Governorate .[31] 

The IDF Air Force struck a Hamas command -and -control center in a former school in 
Nuseirat, central Gaza Strip, on September 22.[32]  The IDF said that Hamas fighters used the 
compound in Khaled bin al Walid school to plan and conduct attacks targeting Israeli forces.[33] The 
IDF added that it took steps to minimize civilian casualties in the airstrike, including using certain 
munitions  and aerial surveillance.[34]  

Hamas fighters detonated improvised explosive devices (IED) and fired rocket -propelled 
grenades (RPG) targeting IDF armor east of Rafah City on September 23. [35] Hamas 
fighters have conducted multiple attacks against Israeli forces operating east of Rafah since September 
21.[36] CTP-�,�6�:���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���G�H�J�U�D�G�H�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���+�D�P�D�V�¶��
Rafah Brigade, can continue to conduct simple opportunistic attacks.[37]  
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Hamas has published and attributed several messages to Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in 
recent weeks. Israeli intelligence officials assess that Sinwar did not write the messages 
himself. �>�����@���7�K�H���P�H�V�V�D�J�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���6�L�Q�Z�D�U�¶�V���F�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�R�U�\���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���$�O�J�H�U�L�D���D�Q�G���D��
message addressed to the Houthis.[39] Israeli Army Radio reported that Israeli officials believe that 
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���+�D�P�D�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Z�U�R�W�H���W�K�H���P�H�V�V�D�J�H�V���R�Q���6�L�Q�Z�D�U�¶�V���E�H�K�D�O�I���>40]  
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West Bank  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel  

The IDF thwarted a stabbing attack at an IDF airbase near Beit Guvrin on September 
23.[41] A likely Palestinian contractor working at the airbase attempted to attack an unspecified 
individual with an iron rod.[42] Israeli forces at the airbase shot and killed the contractor.[43] The IDF 
reported that the attempted attack did not cause any injuri es.[44] The IDF airbase is located 
approximately six kilometers from the Israel -West Bank boundary. 

The IDF detained nine wanted persons across the West Bank on September 23.[45] The 
IDF conducted raids in Hebron Governorate in which the IDF confiscated four lathes used to produce 
weapons and seized a rifle.[46] The IDF separately conducted a raid near Jerusalem and seized raw 
materials used to manufacture improvised explosive devices (IEDs).[47] The IDF also confiscated 
�����������������,�V�U�D�H�O�L���V�K�H�N�H�O�V���L�Q���³�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W���I�X�Q�G�V���´�>�����@ 

�+�D�P�D�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���R�Q���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���%�D�Q�N���W�R���³�G�H�I�H�Q�G�´���W�K�H���D�O���$�T�V�D���0�R�V�T�X�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��
�,�V�U�D�H�O�L���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���³�L�Q�F�X�U�V�L�R�Q�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���G�D�\�V���>�����@��Hamas Political Bureau member Haroun 
Nasser al Din said that Israeli settlers plan to enter the al Aqsa Mosque during the upcoming Jewish 
holidays.[50] Nasser al Din added that all Palestinians must prioritize defending the mosque.[51]  

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least two locations in the West Bank 
since CTP -ISW's last data cutoff on September 22.[52] �7�K�H�� �D�O�� �$�T�V�D�� �0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶�� �%�U�L�J�D�G�H�V�� �I�L�U�H�G��
�V�P�D�O�O���D�U�P�V���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���.�R�F�K�D�Y���<�D�D�N�R�Y���D�Q�G���.�D�U�P�L���7�]�X�U���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���>�����@���7�K�H���D�O���$�T�V�D���0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶���%�U�L�J�D�G�H�V��
also claimed responsibility for two shooting attacks targeting IDF checkpoints in Mount Ebal and 
Mount Gerizim that occ urred on September 19 and 21, respectively.[54] 
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and demonstrations in the West Bank.  
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon  

�x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term  

�x Expel the United States from Syria  

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least 13 attacks into northern Israel since CTP -
ISW's last data cutoff on September 22.[55] Hezbollah conducted a two-wave rocket attack 
targeting Rafael Advanced Defense Systems near Haifa on September 23.[56] Hezbollah separately 
launched medium-range rockets targeting IDF Ramat David airbase in northern Israel.[57] Hezbollah 
struck both target s for the second consecutive day on September 23.[58] 

 

Iran and the Axis of Resistance  

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq �² a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias �² claimed a 
drone attack targeting an IDF Golani Brigade observation post on September 22.[59] The 
Golani Brigade is assigned to the 36th Division and operates under the IDF Northern Command.[60] 
The IDF intercepted a drone launched from Iraq near the Golan Heights, causing no causalities. [61]  

An Iranian -backed Iraqi militia member told Lebanese outlet al Akhbar  on September 
23  that Iranian -�E�D�F�N�H�G�� �,�U�D�T�L�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�¶�� �³�V�F�R�S�H�� �R�I�� �>�,�V�U�D�H�O�L�@�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�V�´�� �K�D�V�� �H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G�� �G�X�H�� �W�R��
recent Israeli airstrikes in Lebanon.[62] The militia member claimed that Iranian -backed Iraqi 
militias can attack US and Israeli interests across the Middle East. The militia member added that the 
�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���K�D�V���³�R�Q�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�R�R�P���I�U�R�P���,�U�D�T���D�O�O���W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�R���<�H�P�H�Q���´�>�����@���7�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D���P�H�P�E�H�U��
was likely referencing the joint operations room that senior Axis of Resistance officials established in 
the summer of 2023 to coordinate attacks against Israel.[64] CTP-ISW has reported on increased 
coordination and cooperation between Axis of Resistance groups in recent months.[65] A US self-
defense strike in Baghdad in July 2024 killed a Houthi drone expert who had traveled to Iraq to train 
Iranian -backed Iraqi militias in drone tactics, highlighting the deepening relationship between Iraqi 
groups and the Houthis.[66]  

Likely Iranian -backed Iraqi militants conducted an attack targeting US forces at al 
Shaddadi in Hasakah Province, Syria, on September 22.[67] A Syrian regime-affiliated outlet 
reported that Iranian -backed militias conducted a rocket attack targeting the base.[68] A Syrian 
opposition outlet contrastingly  reported that Iranian -backed militants fired mortar shells at the base 
from a nearby village.[69] CTP-ISW cannot independently verify that this attack occurred. Iranian -
backed militants last reportedly attacked US forces in Syria on September 15.[70] CTP-ISW assessed in 
July 2024 that Iranian -backed Iraqi militias appear to have resumed their attack campaign targeting 
US forces in the Middle East.[71] 

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian traveled to New York on September 22 to attend 
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).[72] Supreme Leader Office International 
Relations Deputy Mohsen Qomi, First Vice President Mohammad Reza Araf, and presidential adviser 
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Ali Tayebnia, among others, accompanied Pezeshkian to New York.[73] Pezeshkian is scheduled to 
meet with the presidents of France, Finland, Switzerland, Tajikistan, and Turkey on the sidelines of the 
UNGA.[74] Pezeshkian will also meet with the king of Jor �G�D�Q���>�����@���3�H�]�H�V�K�N�L�D�Q�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���P�D�U�N�V��
his second foreign trip since becoming president in July 2024. Pezeshkian previously traveled to Iraq 
between September 11 and 13.[76] 

�7�K�H���,�V�O�D�P�L�F���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���*�X�D�U�G�V���&�R�U�S�V�����,�5�*�&�����$�H�U�R�V�S�D�F�H���)�R�U�F�H���X�Q�Y�H�L�O�H�G���W�K�H���³�-�L�K�D�G�´��
ballistic missile during an annual military parade in Tehran on September 21.[77]  Iranian 
�P�H�G�L�D���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�-�L�K�D�G�´���E�D�O�O�L�V�W�L�F���P�L�V�V�L�O�H���L�V���D�Q���X�S�J�U�D�G�H�G���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���4�L�D�P-1 missile and has 
a range of 1,000 kilometers.[78] The IRGC Aerospace Force displayed a total of 23 ballistic missiles 
during the military parade.[79] The IRGC Aerospace Force also displayed a Shahed-136B drone, which 
reportedly has a range of over 4,000 kilometers and can carry a payload of up to 200 kilograms.[80]  

�,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���/�H�D�G�H�U���$�O�L���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L�¶�V���V�R�Q�����0�R�M�W�D�E�D���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L�����F�D�Q�F�H�O�H�G���K�L�V���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�\��
course on September 22.[81] Mojtaba is considered one of the top contenders to succeed his father 
as supreme leader. Mojtaba claimed that the decision to cancel his course had "nothing to do with 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�W�H�U�V���´���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���V�R�P�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���K�D�Y�H���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���0�R�M�W�D�E�D���F�D�Q�F�H�O�H�G���W�K�H��course in order 
to assume new political responsibilities.[82] IRGC -affiliated media notably referred to Mojtaba as an 
���$�\�D�W�R�O�O�D�K�´���L�Q���L�W�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�D�Q�F�H�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���0�R�M�W�D�E�D�¶�V���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�\���F�R�X�U�V�H���>�����@���+�R�O�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N���R�I��
Ayatollah is a prerequisite to becoming supreme leader in Iran.  

Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei emphasized the need for Islamic countries to 
unite against Israel during a meeting with ambassadors from unspecified Islamic 
countries on September 21. [84] Khamenei urged Islamic countries to sever economic and political 
ties with Israel and emphasized that Islamic unity is necessary to confront external threats.[85]  
Khamenei has repeatedly called for an international embargo on Israel since the Israel-Hamas War 
began in October 2023. 

An explosion occurred at the Tabas coal mine in South Khorasan Province, Iran, on 
September 21, killing over 50 miners. Efforts to rescue 17 trapped miners are 
ongoing. [86] Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni visited Tabas on September 22 and President 
Masoud Pezeshkian ordered an investigation into the incident.[87] Rescue teams are facing difficulties 
reaching the trapped miners due to high gas levels in the mine.[88] 

Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry Senior Adviser for Policy Ali Asghar Khaji met with 
Chinese Special Envoy to the Middle East Zhai Jun in Tehran on September 23 to discuss 
regional developments.[89]  Khaji condemned US and British airstrikes on Houthi -controlled 
�D�U�H�D�V���R�I���<�H�P�H�Q�����.�K�D�M�L���D�O�V�R���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���S�H�D�F�H���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G�����D���<�H�P�H�Q�L-led political 
�G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���´�>�����@�� �.�K�D�M�L�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�O�\�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �R�Q�� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �6�\�U�L�D�
�V�� ���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q�� �J�R�D�O�V�� �Dnd 
reconstruction." Zhai Jun expressed China's readiness to participate in solving the "humanitarian and 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �F�U�L�V�L�V�´�� �L�Q�� �6�\�U�L�D���>�����@�� �.�K�D�M�L�� �K�D�V�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �P�H�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �I�R�U��
�³�Q�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���W�L�H�V�´���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���6�\�U�L�D���D�Q�G���7�X�U�N�H�\���>����]  
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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that 
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends 
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly based on regional events. Click  here �W�R���V�H�H���&�7�3���D�Q�G���,�6�:�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�S���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�L��
ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.  

CTP-�,�6�:���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���³�$�[�L�V���R�I���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´���D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q���K�D�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with 
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence o r 
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian 
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually 
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing 
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian regional  strategy.  

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media 
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

The intensifying operations between Israel and Lebanese Hezbollah are part of the 
broader war that Israel has fought since October 7, 2023. Hezbollah has conducted 
almost daily attacks into Israel since the war began in order to compel Israel to accept 
def eat in the Gaza Strip and thus preserve Hamas .[1] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu defined returning northern Israelis to their homes as an additional war aim, adding it to the 
�R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�� �K�H�� �V�H�W�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������ �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �K�R�V�W�D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�V�W�U�R�\�L�Q�J�� �+�D�P�D�V�¶�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �D�Q�G��
governance capabilities in the Gaza Strip.[2]  �1�D�V�U�D�O�O�D�K���K�D�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V���Z�D�U��
effort to the Gaza Strip in this broader conflict by tying an end to Hezbollah attacks to a ceasefire deal 
in the Gaza Strip.[3]  �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�L�U���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���L�Q���/�H�Eanon is part of a broader Israeli strategy to 
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defeat multiple Iranian -backed military campaigns executed by Iran and its Axis of Resistance as part 
of the October 7 War. 

Agreeing to a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip to stop Hezbollah fire into northern Israel would 
�Q�R�W���V�D�W�L�V�I�\���,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V���Z�D�U���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�����Q�R�U���Z�R�X�O�G���L�W���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
in the future.  �+�D�P�D�V�¶���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D���F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H�����D���I�X�O�O���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���I�U�R�P��
the Gaza Strip and the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners, among other 
stipulations.[4]  Hamas has set these demands in an attempt to set conditions that would enable its 
reconstitution in the Gaza Strip.[5]  �$�J�U�H�H�L�Q�J���W�R���+�D�P�D�V�¶���F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�D�Q�W�D�P�R�X�Q�W���W�R���D�Q��
�,�V�U�D�H�O�L���G�H�I�H�D�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���+�D�P�D�V�¶���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���H�Q�D�E�O�H���L�W���W�R���U�H�E�X�L�O�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�L�O�\���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�Y�H�U���W�L�P�H����
Hamas could, if it retains access to supplies and is unbothered by Israeli military action, gradually 
regain some of the capabilities required to conduct future large-scale terrorist attacks into Israel. 
�$�J�U�H�H�L�Q�J���W�R���+�D�P�D�V�¶���W�H�U�P�V���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���I�D�L�O���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���E�H�F�D�X�V�H it would 
demonstrate to Nasrallah that Israel could be cowed and defeated by relatively inexpensive indirect fire 
targeting civilians in Israel. This would encourage Nasrallah to undertake similar campaigns again in 
the future.  

CTP-ISW continues to assess that Lebanese Hezbollah will probably continue to conduct 
rocket attacks into northern Israel despite the ongoing Israeli air campaign, which would 
increase the risk of an Israeli ground campaign into Lebanon.  Returning Israeli citizens to 
northern Israel requires that Hezbollah cease firing rockets into northern Israel. Hezbollah Secretary 
General Hassan Nasrallah is extremely unlikely to give the order to cease Hezbollah rocket attacks into 
northern Israel because he must continue to support his partners in the Axis of Resistance, as CTP-ISW 
has previously noted.[6]  

The IDF continued its air campaign into Lebanon to degrade Hezbollah capabilities on 
September 23 and 24.  The IDF reported on September 23 that it struck around 1,600 Hezbollah 
targets in southern Lebanon and the Bekaa Valley over the past day.[7]  The IDF Air Force conducted 
at least four waves of airstrikes across Lebanon targeting rocket launchers, weapons storage facilities, 
and other infrastructure on September 24.[8]  Israeli Army Radio reported on September 24 that the 
�,�'�)�� �K�D�V�� �³�H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�G�´�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V�� �V�K�R�U�W-range rocket capabilities over the past year and 
�V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� ���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �L�P�S�D�L�U�L�Q�J�´�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V�� �P�H�G�L�X�P-range firing capabilities on September 
23.[9]  Israeli Army Radio noted, however, that Hezbollah still maintains long -range precision missiles 
in locations that the IDF has not yet targeted.[10]  The IDF has expanded the range of its airstrikes into 
�/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���G�D�\�V���>�����@ Hezbollah reportedly stores its higher -value 
munitions, including long -range precision missiles, in these regions.[12] Targeting the relatively mobile 
and extremely well-hidden Hezbollah rocket , missile, and drone array is a very difficult undertaking, 
even for an air force as tactically proficient as the IDF Air Force. 

The IDF continued to target senior Hezbollah commanders on September 24.  The IDF 
conducted an airstrike in Dahiya neighborhood, Beirut, on September 24 that killed Hezbollah Rocket 
and Missile Unit Commander Ibrahim Muhammad Qabisi.[13]  Qabisi commanded several Hezbollah 
missile units, including its precision guided missile uni t.[14]  �4�D�E�L�V�L�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V��
�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �X�Q�L�W�� �L�Q�� �V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�� �/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �%�D�G�U�� �8�Q�L�W�� �L�Q�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��
Front.[15]  �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G�� �N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �4�D�E�L�V�L�� �L�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �E�U�R�D�G�H�U�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �W�R�� �G�H�J�U�D�G�H�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U��
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Hezbollah leadership. The IDF conducted an airstrike in southern Beirut on September 20, killing 
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V�� �5�D�G�Z�D�Q�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �X�Q�L�W�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
Radwan Commander Ibrahim Aqil.[16]  The IDF also conducted an airstrike on September 23 targeting 
�+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���)�U�R�Q�W���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�����$�O�L���.�D�U�D�N�L���>�����@ An Israeli Army Radio correspondent reported 
on September 24 that the IDF airstrike failed to kill Karaki.[18]  The correspondent added that Karaki�²
along with Hezbollah �¶�V���K�H�D�G���R�I���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���X�Q�L�W���7�D�O�D�O���+�D�P�L�D�² are currently the two most senior 
military officials in Hezbollah.[19]  CTP-ISW previously observed that Hezbollah remains a capable 
�I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���R�I���V�H�Q�L�R�U���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O��only have a temporary effect 
on the organization.[20]  

Iran declined a request by Lebanese Hezbollah in recent days to conduct a direct attack 
targeting Israel, according to two unspecified Israeli officials and an unspecified 
Western diplomat speaking to Axios on September 24.[21]  The Israeli officials stated that  Iran 
�W�R�O�G���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�W�L�P�L�Q�J���L�V�Q�¶�W���U�L�J�K�W�´���I�R�U���,�U�D�Q���W�R���D�W�W�D�F�N���,�V�U�D�H�O���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���0�D�V�R�X�G��
Pezeshkian is currently in New York City attending the United Nations General Assembly.[22]  A 
separate Israeli official told Axios that the Isra �H�O�L���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���F�D�E�L�Q�H�W���L�V�V�X�H�G���D���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���,�'�)���W�R���³�D�Y�R�L�G��
�V�W�H�S�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �J�L�Y�H�� �,�U�D�Q�� �D�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�� �R�U�� �D�� �S�U�H�W�H�[�W�� �W�R�� �M�R�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���´�>�����@ It is unclear what Israeli 
action(s) in Lebanon would drive Iran to enter the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah dir ectly. Iran 
has previously directly intervened in regional conflicts when its principal allies �² such as the Bashar al 
Assad regime in Syria�² were at risk of collapsing.[24]  Iran could decide to intervene in support of 
Hezbollah against Israel if Iran assesse�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �L�V�� �L�Q�I�O�L�F�W�L�Q�J�� �V�H�Y�H�U�H�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�� �R�Q�� �+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���� �,�U�D�Q�¶�V��
reluctance to directly intervene to support Hezbollah could generate tension between Hezbollah and 
Iran as Hezbollah seeks full Iranian support against Israel and Iran attempts to avoid a large-scale war 
with Israel since the beginning of the October 7 War. 
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This map illustrates individual Israeli air and artillery strikes based on local Lebanese reporting. This 
map depicts strikes reported from 2:00pm ET on September 23 to 2:00pm ET on September 24. This 
map is not exhaustive. CTP-ISW cannot independently ver ify the locations of Israeli strikes.  

Lebanese Hezbollah continued its expanded attack campaign against Israel by targeting 
several new Israeli civilian and military sites on September 23 and 24.  Hezbollah launched 
medium-range rockets targeting IDF Ramat David airbase in northern Israel for the third consecutive 
day.[25]  Hezbollah also conducted a three-wave rocket attack targeting an IDF airfield in Jezreel Valley, 
which is an auxiliary airfield for Ramat David airbase.[26]  The IDF said that it detected several 
projectiles over Jezreel valley and intercepted some of them, while the remaining fell in open areas in 
the valley.[27]  Hezbollah also claimed that it launched one-way attack drones targeting an IDF naval 
base in Atlit, south of Haifa, for the first time.[28]  The Atli �W���Q�D�Y�D�O���E�D�V�H���L�V���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���,�'�)�¶�V��
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elite marine commando unit Shayetet 13.[29]  Hezbollah also launched rockets explicitly targeting three 
new civilian and military sites in Israel and the Golan Heights for the first time since launching its 
indirect fire campaign targeting northern Israel o n October 8, 2023.[30]  Lebanese Hezbollah claimed on 
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� ������ �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �L�V�� �L�Q�� �´�G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �R�I�� �/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���´�>�����@ 

 

Key Takeaways : 

�x Lebanon:  The intensifying operations between Israel and Lebanese Hezbollah are part of the 
broader war that Israel has fought since October 7, 2023.  Hezbollah has conducted almost daily 
attacks into Israel since the war began in order to compel Israel to accept defeat in the Gaza Strip 
and thus preserve Hamas. Agreeing to a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip to stop Hezbollah fire into 
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�Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Q�R�W�� �V�D�W�L�V�I�\�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �Z�D�U�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���� �Q�R�U�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �L�W�� �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U��
Hezbollah operations in the future.  

�x Israeli Air Campaign in Lebanon:  The IDF continued its air campaign into Lebanon to 
degrade Hezbollah capabilities on September 23 and 24. The IDF reported on September 23 that 
it struck around 1,600 Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon and the Bekaa Valley over the past 
day. 

�x Iranian Response to Israeli Operations in Lebanon:  Iran declined a request by Lebanese 
Hezbollah in recent days to conduct a direct attack targeting Israel, according to two unspecified 
Israeli officials and an unspecified Western diplomat speaking to Axios on September 24. 

�x Hezbollah Attack Campaign in Israel:  Lebanese Hezbollah continued its expanded attack 
campaign against Israel by targeting several new Israeli civilian and military sites on September 
23 and 24. 
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Gaza Strip  

Axis of Resistance objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in 
the Gaza Strip 

�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

The IDF 162nd Division continued clearing operations in Rafah on September 
23.[32]  The Nahal Brigade located weapons and killed a Palestinian fighter armed with a rocket-
propelled grenade (RPG).[33] 
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