Iran Update

CRITICAL
THREATS

Andie Parry, Annika Ganzeveld, Siddhant Kishore, Ria Reddy and Brian Carter
September 15, 2024 ,2:00pm ET

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends

that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)

at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these

updates regularly based on regional events. Click here WR VHH &73 DQG ,6:fV LQWHUDF\
ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

CTP-,6: GHILQHV WKH 3$[LV RI 5HVLVWDQFH DV WKH XQFRQYHQWL
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influenceo r
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of
I[ranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

,VUDHOL DLU GHIHQVHYV 3SDUWLDOO\ LQWHUFHSWHG" D +RXWKL E
airspace on September 14.[1] This is the third time that a Houthi missile or drone has entered

Israeli airspace from Yemen since October 7.[2] The Houthis claimed that the attack targeted an
XQVSHFLILHG PLOLWDU\ WDUJHW LQ WKH 7HO $YLY DUHDMBLW&K D 3
IDF denied that the Houthis used a hypersonic missile.[4] The IDF launched several interceptors at the
missile but only partially struck it, causing the missile to disintegrate over central Israel.[5] The missile

and interceptor fragments damaged and set fire to several areas but did not strike populated or military
targets.[6] The Houthis said the missile flew for 11 minutes and 30 seconds over 2,040
kilometers.[7] The Houthis did not say that the strike was in response to a specific event, butthe attack
coincided with the Prophet Mohammad's birthday.[8] Hezbollah similarly chose a religious occasion 2
Arbaeen2to conduct its August 25 rocket and drone attack on northern and central Israel.[9] The
Houthi Defense Minister and Chief of Staff foreshadowed the attack on September 14, declaring to



,VUDHO WKDW "WKH FRPLQJ GD\V ZLOO EULQJ \RX VXUSULVHV W
VHYHUH DQG KDUVKHU WKDQ ZKDW \RX KDYH ZLWQHVVHG LQ WKH
that they would continue to target Israelastheann LYHUV DU\ RI +DPDVY 2FWREHU DW

Palestinian and Iranian -backed Iragi militias praised the Houthi missile attack targeting

Israel.[12] +DPDV FODLPHG WKDW WKH DWWDFN ZDV D 3QDWXUDO U
Palestinians, Arabs, and the Yemeni people.[13]Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada Secretary General Abu Alaa

DO :DODL FODLPHG WKDW WKH DWWDFN 3VXW SDIWWWAG | , WHKBDIHT)H
RSHUDWLRQV ™ DJDWaaA Wwcendyadmbced a@ September 13 that Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias would soon begin their fourth phase of operations against Israel.[15] Walai claimed that this

phase will include joint military operations and coordinated actions between Iranian -backed Iraqi
groups and other Axis of Resistance members across multiple fronts.

Iran, the Houthis, and the rest of the Axis of Resistance could learn lessons from the

Houthi attack in order to increase the effectiveness of future attacks on Israel. The Houthi

attack was likely in part a reconnaissance-in-force operation. The US Army defines reconnaissancein-
IRUFH DV :D GHOLEHUDWH FRPEDW RSHUDWLRQ GHVLIJQHG WR GL
and reactions or to obtain otherinform D W L R QThesHo@his could use their attack on Israel to better
understand the capabilities and disposition of Israeli air defenses. Iran could similarly study the failure

of Israeli air defense to intercept the missile prior to it entering Israeli airs pace to better understand

how to penetrate Israeli defenses in the future.

Key Takeaways

x Yemen: ,VUDHOL DLU GHIHQVHYV 3SDUWLDOO\ LQWHUFHSWHG" ™ D
airspace on September 14Iran, the Houthis, and the rest of the Axis of Resistance could learn
lessons from the Houthi attack in order to increase the effectiveness of future attacks on Israel.

x Gaza Strip: Hamas conducted a relatively simple but multi -stage attack targeting Israeli forces
in eastern Rafah City on September 15. Even severely weakened military organizations like
+DPDVY 5DIDK %ULJDGH FDQ FRQWLQXH WR FRQGXFJNsradliP SO
forces. This attack, while somewhat tactically notable in that the Palestinian fighters conducted
the attack in two deliberate stages, does not indicate that the Rafah Brigade is operating at a high
level of combat effectiveness given that it appears to have been executed by one cell using one
type of direct fire weapon system.

x West Bank: Israeli forces thwarted an infiltration attempt by a group of Palestinians from the
West Bank into Israel on September 14.

x Lebanon: An IDF brigade commander in northern Israel independently issued evacuation
orders for areas of southern Lebanon without coordinating with Israeli political leadership or
higher IDF headquarters on September 15.

x Iragq: The Islamic Resistance in Iraq 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iragi militias 2 claimed a
drone attack targeting an unspecified target in Haifa, Israel, on September 15.
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Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War

As of September 15, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Gaza Strip
Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Air Force struck a Hamas command -and -control center

in Beit Hanoun on September 15. [17] The IDF reported that the center was based in the former
Ghazi al Shawa School and used to plan and carry out attacks on Israeli forces and territory.[18]The
IDF added that it took steps to minimize civilian casualties in the strike.[19]
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7KH DO $TVD 0DUW\U V thedseélfL-piockakhed military wing of Fatah 2 launched
rockets targeting Israeli forces along the Netzarim Corridor south of Gaza City on
September 15.[20]

Hamas conducted a relatively simple but multi -stage attack targeting Israeli forces in

eastern Rafah City on September 15. Hamas said that it fired a rocket propelled grenade (RPG)
targeting an Israeli armored bulldozer operating in al Janina neighborhood of eastern Rafah, before
targeting the Israeli quick reaction force with another RPG.[21] Hamas claimed the attack wounded

and killed Israeli soldiers.[22] IDF 162nd Division Commander Brigadier General Itzhak Cohen
DQQRXQFHG RQ 6HSWHPEHU WKDW WKH ,') KDG 3 GLVPDQWOHG"~
of the urban Rafah City area after four months of operations there.[23] Even severely weakened military
RUJDQL]DWLRQV OLNH +DPDVY 5DIDK %ULJDGH FDQ FRQWLQXH
targeting Israeli forces. This attack, while somewhat tactically notable in that the Palestinian fighters
conducted the attack in two deliberate stages, does not indicate that the Rafah Brigade is operating at

a high level of combat effectiveness given that it appears to have been executed by one cell using one
type of direct fire weapon system. The IDF 162nd Division has continued to operate in Rafah,
predominately in the west.[24] The IDF also remains along the Philadelphi Corridor, the border zone
between the Gaza Strip and Egypt that spans all of Rafah.[25]Al Janina neighborhood is not directly
along the Philadelphi Corridor .[26]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of September 15, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete

5 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $, TV «



Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of September 15, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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*ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks

and sometimes months to complete

West Bank

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters in at least four locations across the West Bank
since CTP -ISW's last data cutoff on September 14.[27]

Israeli forces thwarted an infiltration attempt by a group of Palestinians from the West
Bank into Israel on September 14.[28] The Israeli Army Radio reported that the Israeli forces
detained 23 Palestinians at the Maccabim Security Checkpoint on Route 443 who were traveling in a
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garbage truck to enter Israel illegally. The Israeli forces have not confirmed whether the infiltration
attempt was related to Palestinian militia activity or not.

Israeli Police raided a compound in Yafia, a town near Nazareth, on September 15 as part

of an operation to curb criminal activity in northern Israel. [29] Israelipolice located a tunnel

in the compound and recovered four small arms, ammunition and an unguided anti -tank rocket from

the tunnel.[30] ,VUDHOL PHGLD VWDWHG WKDW WKH ,VUDHOL 1RsudlE HUC
R S H U D W L&reécentday$\dicurb violent crime near Nazareth which has a large population of Israeli

Arabs.[31]

Significant Activity in the West Bank

As of September 15, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and demonstrations in the West Bank.

Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights
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Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term
x Expel the United States from Syria

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least 11 attacks into northern Israel since CTP -
ISW's last data cutoff on September 14.[32] Hezbollah claimed on September 15 that it fired one-
way attack drones targeting an IDF site in the Golan Heights.[33] The Israeli Army Radio reported that
one of the drones flew 30 kilometers inside the Israeli territory before exploding near a kibbutz in

northern Golan Heights.[34]

An IDF brigade commander in northern Israel independently issued evacuation orders

for areas of southern Lebanon without coordinating with Israeli political leadership or

higher IDF headquarters on September 15.[35] IDF 769th Brigade Commander Colonel Avi
Marciano dropped evacuation orders leaflets by drone over the al Wazzani area of southern
Lebanon.[36] Hezbollah had recently launched rockets from the area.[37] The flyers ordered residents

to evacuate north to the al Hiyam area and not to return to the area "until the end of the war" or they

would be considered combatants.[38] Israeli media reported that the political leadership and higher

IDF headquarters did not approve the flyers and that there is no change in IDF policy.[39] The IDF
RSHQHG DQ LQYHVWLIJDWLRQ LQWR WKH FRPPDQGHUfV XQLODWH

7KH ,') $LU )RUFH FRQGXFWHG DLUVWULNHY RQ +HJEROODK ZHDSI
Lebanon on September 14.[41] The IDF struck sites in Baalbek and the Bekaa Valley, including a
depot near the Syrian-Lebanon border that was 140 kilometers from Israel.[42]
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Attacks into Northern Israel from Lebanon

As of September 15, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iran and Axis of Resistance

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iragi militias 2 claimed a
drone attack targeting an unspecified target in Haifa, Israel, on September 15.[43] Israeli
media and officials have not commented on the attack at the time of this writing.

POWERED BY: BABELSTREET
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9 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $, TV «



[2] https://apnews.com/article/israel -palestinians-tel-aviv-strike -
daa70aalf6a3248a00997a281c3731ab; https://www.timesofisrael dot com/in -first -idf-confirms -
houthi -cruise-missile-hit -open-area-near-eilat-on-monday/

[3] https://twitter.com/army2lye/status/1835236200300318723
[4] https://t.me/moriahdoron/13744
[5] https://t.me/moriahdoron/13744

[6] https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/1835215690623517103 ; https://twitter.com/manniefa
bian/status/1835176457217171698; https://t. me/QudsN/464944

[7] https://twitter.com/army21ye/status/1835236200300318723

[8] https://twitter.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1835335065087140346
[9] https://english dot almanar.com.lb/2184096

[10] https:/itwitter.com/TvAImasirah/status/1835050751779127501
[11] https://twitter.com/army21lye/status/1835236200300318723
[12] https://hamasinfo dot info/2024/09/15/3845/ ;
https://t.me/pflpgazal/14567 ;
https://x.com/TvAImasirah/status/1835294464446738699 ;
https://t. me/centerkaf/4581 ;
https://x.com/aboalaa_alwalae/status/1835311586250031113
[13] https://hamasinfo dot info/2024/09/15/3845/

[14] https://x.com/aboalaa_alwalae/status/1835311586250031113

[15] https://www.presstv dot ir/Detail/2024/09/13/733175/%E2%80%98Several  -resistance-fronts -
ready-to-execute-operations-against-Israel%?2C-allies%E2%80%99

[16] https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/policy/army/adrp/3 -90/adrp3_90.pdf, Section
5-2.

[17] https:/ftwitter.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1835308688111804903 ;
https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/1835308249010049205

[18] https://twitter.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1835308688111804903 ;
https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/1835308249010049205

[19] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1835308024535073121
[20] https://t.me/nedalps/4397
[21] https://t.me/QudsN/464999

10 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG &,

TV ¢



[22] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HH1ImQYhkOE&ab channel=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9
%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A %D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1

[23] https://isw.pub/lranUpdate091224
[24] https://x.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1834958937759633767
[25] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6 -G6vEw4JA&ab_channel=CBSNews

[26] https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067745692784&__ cft  [0]=AZV2fcdDLpbg5Qe
AirxNCtzleDOZ6R38hRhS4RE100TheUEXZzgVAdKLtsIBQsXTe7YNZmtalb0O8zzwn2xBiGOLwf_6T2
FX4DI8vm1Vald_tleE1Jukb4qY8cMmGalLVKB2yllo8p -
NY2lobkBZjIB13vGd9ImSXP8oXE4JPY0o7RqoWfTq8VLCBZQh52-
LaCv9pPkOUPTEHYMW _XT _THmMDvcU7& tn_ = -UC%2CRR

[27] https://algassam dot ps/arabic/%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA -
%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%A7 %D8%AA
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%A7%D 9%85/8092/%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%AC%D 9%8A
%D8%B1- 6-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA
%D8%A8%D8%A2%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AE %D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%8 A%D8%A7%D8%AD
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D9%8 A%D8%B1
%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B8%D8%A9
%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%85
%D9%88%D8%A5%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B9
%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AR6D8%A8%D9%8 A%D9%86-
%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%84 %D 9%88%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AD

. https://t. me/sarayajneen/1582 ; https://t.me/sarayajneen/1583

; https://t. ne/lhamza20300/292843

[28] https://x.com/GLZRadio/status/1835043774961271130

[29] https://Iwww.ynetnews dot com/article/bklfwbvér ;
https://x.com/kann_news/status/1835208412277232084

[30] https://www.ynetnews dot com/article/bklfwbveér ;
https://x.com/kann_news/status/1835208412277232084

[31] https://www.jewishpress dot com/newsl/israellisraeli -arabs/police -discover-tunnel -shaft-with -
ammunition -shoulder-missile-near-nazareth/2024/09/15/

[32] https://t. me/mmirleb/6846 ;  https://t.me/mmirleb/6850 ;
https://t. me/mmirleb/6854  ; https:/t.me/mmirleb/6858 ; https://t. me/mmirleb/6862 ;
https://t. me/mmirleb/6866 ; https://t.me/mmirleb/6870 ;

11 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $, TV «



https://t.me/mmirleb/6874 ;  https://t.me/mmirleb/6878 ; https://t. me/mmirleb/6882 ;
https://t. me/mmirleb/6886

[33] https://t.me/mmirleb/6882

[34] https://x.com/GLZRadio/status/1835347388292042813 ; https://x.com/GLZRadio/status/183
5348807141224512

[35] https://t.me/moriahdoron/13736
[36] https://t. me/moriahdoron/13736

[37] https://t.me/moriahdoron/13736
https://twitter.com/GLZRadio/status/1835244776003645815

[38] https://t.me/moriahdoron/13732

[39] https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/1835269451446444069 ;
https://twitter.com/Doron_Kadosh/status/1835243537752866821

[40] https://twitter.com/Doron_Kadosh/status/1835243537752866821

[41] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1835028712552906898 ;
https://twitter.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1835028605757255847

[42] https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/1835006087814164537
[43] https://t.mel/s/ElamAlmogawama

12 ,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $, TV «



Iran Update

CRITICAL
THREATS

Iran Update, September 16, 2024

Annika Ganzeveld, Kelly Campa, Kathryn Tyson, Ria Reddy, Carolyn Moorman, Ben
Rezaei, Andie Parry, and Nicholas Carl

Information Cutoff: 2:00pm ET

,VUDHO LV UHIRFXVLQJ LWV RSHUDWLRQV LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS WR
+DPDVY FLYLO UXOH HVSHFLDOO\ WKH GLVWULEXWLRQ RI KX
anonymous Israeli official.[1] The official told Israeli media that controlling aid distribution

enables Hamas to project the image that it still controls the Gazan population.[2] Hamas inserts itself

into the aid distribution process by forcing humanitarian organizations to coordinate with Hamas
affiliates and seizing aid shipments as they enter the strip.[3] Hamas has also aggressively opposed
RWKHU *D]DQ IDFWLRQV IURP DGRSWLQJ D UROH LQ DLG GLVWULE
monopoly of aid.[4]

Israeli officials have recently considered alternative methods to distribute aid without Hamas,
HYVSHFLDOO\ DV WKH ,') IDFHVY OHVV UHVLVWDQFH IURP +DPDVY PL
Benjamin Netanyahu said on September 2 that Israel neals to find an alternative distribution
mechanism in order to deprive Hamas of its ability to rule.[6] Netanyahu has reportedly ordered the

IDF to examine the administrative and logistics requirements involved in the IDF assuming
responsibility for aid dist ribution from international organizations.[7] IDF Chief of Staff Lieutenant
General Herzi Halevi has reportedly opposed the IDF assuming such responsibility due to the risk it
would pose to Israeli service members and because international organizations ae already prepared to

do so.[8]

Iran is simultaneously setting conditions to build a nuclear weapon while continuing to

signal its willingness to resume nuclear negotiations with the West. Russia has increased
QXFOHDU FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK ,UDQ LQ UHFHQW PRQWKYVY LQ OLC
ZHDSRQV "~ DFFRUGLQJ WR XQVSHFLILHG :HVWHUQ RIILFLDOV VSH
unclear whether the Western official s meant that Iran has decided to produce a nuclear weapon or that

Iran seeks to develop thecapability to develop a nuclear weapon but has not actually decided to produce

one. The Western officials stated that US President Joe Biden and UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer
discussed on September 13 how Russia may be sharing unspecified nuclear technology and sests with

Iran in return for Iran providing Russia with ballistic missiles.[10] Iran recently delivered over 200
Fateh-360 short-range ballistic missiles to Russia on September 4.[11] US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken similarly stated on September 10 thaW 35XVVLD LV VKDULQJ WHFKQRORJ
LQFOXGLQJ RQ QXFOHDU LVVXHV "> @ 5XVVLDQ 3UHVLGHQW 90D
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LQFUHDVHG 3SHDFHIXO QXFOHDU FRRSHUDWLRQ ™ GXULQJ D PHHV
Council Secretary Ali Akbar Ahmadian in St. Petersburg, Russia, on September 12. [13]

The Masoud Pezeshkian administration is simultaneously continuing to signal its willingness to resume
nuclear negotiations with the West. Atomic Energy Organization of Iran head Mohammad Eslami
HPSKDVLIHG WKDW 3UHVLGHQW 3H]J]HVKNLDMNWLYWHHHRWRUBFWLRD
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in a speech at the 68" IAEA General Conference in Vienna,
Austria, on September 16. Pezeshkian separately suggested that Iran could engage in direct talks with
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV LI :DVKLQJWRQ DEDQGRQV LWV KRVWLOH
necessarily contradLFW ,UDQYYV JURZLQJ QXFOHDU FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK
assistance with its nuclear program to try to increase pressure on the West and build leverage for itself

in future negotiations.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force launched the

Chamran -1 satellite into orbit on September 14.[14] The IRGC Aerospace Force and Iran
Electronics Industries, which operates under the Iranian Defense and Armed Forces Logistics Ministry,
jointly designed and built the Chamran -1 satellite, which weighs 60 kilograms.[15] The Ghaem100
space launch vehicle (V) launched the Chamran-1 satellite into a 550-kilometer orbit.[16] The
Ghaem-100 SLV previously launched the Soraya satellite into a 750kilometer orbit in January
2024.[17] Iran can use such satellites to support intelligence collection and attack targeting. Iranian
state media previously reported in 2020 and 2022 that the IRGC used its satellites to collect intelligence
on US military positions in the region.[18] IRGC Aerospace Force Salman Farsi Space Commander
Brigadier General Ali Jafar Abadi stated on September 15 that Iran will launch the Ghaem-105 SLV by
the end of the current Persian calendar year, which ends in March 2025.[19] Russia has previously
DVVLVWHG ,UDQ ZLWK LWV 6/9 DQG PLVVLOH SURJUDP DQG ODX!
behalf.[20]

,UDQLDQ 3UHVLGHQW ODVRXG 3HJHVKNLDQ GLVFXVVHG SDUWYV RI
economic relationships abroad during his first press conference on September 16.[21]

Pezeshkian advocated for Iran complying with the international money laundering and financial
transparency standards set by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in order to attract foreign
investment and increase economic growth.[22] Pezeshkian previously said that Iran needs over 100
billion US dollars in foreign investment in order to reach eight -percent annual economic growth.[23]
The FATF blacklisted Iran in February 2020 for failing to adhere to the international financing
standards.[24] Former moder ate Iranian President Hassan Rouhani similarly advocated for resolving
issues with the FATF but failed due to hardliner opposition.[25] Pezeshkian separately in his press
conference reiterated his call for "removing borders with neighbors” in a fashion sim ilar to the
European Union.[26] He said that Islamic countries would maintain "their own government[s] and
authority” but that removing borders would facilitate travel among Muslims in the region and "improve
the security and development of the economy andculture of the Islamic world." This proposal reflects
the Iranian desire for greater economic integration with neighboring states, particularly Irag and Syria,
especially given the role that such integration could play in mitigating the impact of internat ional
sanctions. Pezeshkian first presented this idea during his first official visit to Irag on September 11.
Pezeshkian expressed his commitment to continue pursuing the development of relations with China,
Russia, and regional countries.
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Pezeshkian lastly reiterated that Iran will not accept constraints on its missile program.[27] Pezeshkian
was referencing the notion that the West could demand that Iran limit its missile development in future
nuclear negotiations. Iranian officials have | ong maintained that they will not grant any concessions on
the missile program.

Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar sent a letter to Houthi leader Abdulmalik al Houthi,

DFFRUGLQJ WR +RXWKL PHGLD RQ 6HSWHPEHU HPSKDVL]LQJ W
FDOOLQJ ,VUDHOL DQQRXQFHPHQWY FODLPLQJ WKH RSSRYnhwarH 3S°
also congratulated Abdulmalik on the Houthi ballistic missile attack into Israel on September 14 and
claimed that combined efforts with the Houthis, Lebanese Hezbollah, and Iranian -backed Iraqi militias
ZLOO 3EUHDN" DQG 3GHIHDWLDWVWIXHDXY H, WDOBHOVHRIHUDO UHFHQW
degradation in the Gaza Strip that Sinwar could be referencing to Abdulmalik. Israeli Defense Minister

Yoav Gallant stated on September 10 that Hamas is no longer an organized military force in the Gaza
SWULS > @ 7KH ,') 6RXWKHUQ &RPPDQGYV ILUH FRQWURO FRPPDC
Hamas no longer functions as a conventional military organization but added that the IDF requires
DQRWKHU \HDU WR IXO0O\ GHVWUR\ +D RpaYiftieR.|30Q) L&dnése Be@BllahR Y H L
affiliated media claimed Sinwar also sent a letter to Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah at
VRPH SRLQW LQ $XJIJXVW RU 6HSWHPEHU DVVHUWLQJ WKDW +LC
Israel is defeated.[31]

Key Takeaways :

x Gaza Strip: ,VUDHO LV UHIRFXVLQJ LWV RSHUDWLRQV LQ WKH *I
SLOODUV RI +DPDVY FLYLO UXOH HVSHFLDOO\ WKH GLVWU
said that controlling aid distribution allows Hamas to project the i mage that it still controls the
Gazan population.

x lranian nuclear program: Iran is simultaneously setting conditions to build a nuclear
weapon while continuing to signal openness to nuclear negotiations with the West. Russia has
LQFUHDVHG QXFOHDU FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK ,UDQ LQ OLQH Z
ZHDSRQV " DFFRUGLQJ WR :HVWHUQ PHGLD

x lranian economy: Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian discussed parts of his agenda to
VWUHQIJWKHQ ,UDQYYV HFRQRPLF UHODWLRQVKLSY DEURDG G
advocated for Iran complying with international money laundering and financial transparency
standards, which Iranian hardliners have historically opposed.
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Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War
As of September 16, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET

STUDY OF WAR
AND
CRITICAL
THREATS

THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

Israeli operations in the
Gaza Strip are reportedly re-
focusing on destroying the
"pillars of Hamas' civil rule"

Israeli Defense
Minister Gallant |
e Nablus tOld the Unlted
Tel Aviv  West States there is little

Bank .
*Rimla eRamallah | UI1€ left to reach a
Ashdod Jerusalem diplomatic solution

to the conflict on the

¢Gaza Israel-Lebanon border ||
e Beer Sheva Palestinian individuals
attacked an Israeli civilian
near Jericho in the
Egypt Israel West Bank

Iran is simultaneously setting conditions to produce a nuclear
weapon and continuing to signal willingness to resume nuclear
negotiations with the West

0 50 100 \ 2({ Kilometers
] 1 | ] | ]
A

. . Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel Mikkelsen,
Gaza S’[I‘lp and v GOlan HEIghtS Tom Thacker, Brian Carter, Johanna Moore, Andie Parry, Ke}l_l’ Campa,
Kathryn Tyson, Annika Ganzeveld, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, Alexandra
WeS’[ Bank Braverman, Katherine Wells, Siddhant Kishore, and Carolyn Moorman
© 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Phreats Project

4 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ Rl :DU DQG #4,1V &



Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The IDF likely continued operations around the Netzarim Corridor, south of Gaza City,

on September 16. Palestinian sources reported that Israeli forces continued operations in southern

Gaza City on September 16.[32] A Palestinian journalist reported small arms fire and shelling in Tal al

Hawa and Sheikh ljlin, southern Gaza City.[33] The journalist also rep orted that Israeli forces operated

near Kuwait Circle in Zaytoun.[34] The IDF last confirmed its forces operated in Zaytoun on September

9 to raid militia targets, kill dozens of Palestinian fighters, and destroy tunnel shafts and machinery for
manufacturi QJ ZHDSRQV > @ ,') RSHUDWLRQV LQ VRXWKHUQ =D\WR
presence on the Netzarim Corridor.

The IDF also announced that its 5th (Res.) Brigade began operations in the Gaza Strip.[36] The IDF
said on September 16 that the 5th Brigade will operate under the command of the IDF 252nd Division,
which has been deployed around the Netzarim Corridor since July 27.[37] The 252nd division was
comprised of two brigade combat teams and the 454th Artillery Brigade.[38] It is unclear at this time
whether the IDF has withdrawn either of its combat teams, which are the 10th and 16th reservist
brigades. The 5th Brigade last operated in the Gaza Strip in early February 2024.[39] The IDF said the
5th Brigade completed a series of training exercises in both open and urban environments over the past
few days to prepare for the brigade's return to Gaza.[40]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of September 16, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip
As of September 16, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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7KH ,') IRXQG WKDW WKUHH ,VUDHOL KRVWDJHYV ZHUH OLNHO\ NLO
airstrike in the Gaza Strip on November 10.[41] The IDF conducted an airstrike targeting the
FRPPDQGHU RI +DPDVY 1RUWKHUQ *D]D %ULJDGH LQ -DEDOLD RQ
no information on hostages held in the area when it conducted the airstrike.[43]

Hamas Political Bureau member and spokesperson Osama Hamdan said on September

16 that Hamas officials and representatives from Palestinian factions will soon meet in

Cairo to discuss Palestinian visions for post -war governance.[44] Hamdan did not specify

which Palestinian factions would attend the talks or when they would be held. Hamas, Fatah, and other
unspecified Palestinian political factions previously agreed on a vision for post-war governance of the

Gaza Stripon July 23 durin J 3SLQ®UMHVWLQLDQ UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ " WDONV L(
D MRLQW GHFODUDWLRQ HVWDEOLVKLQJ WKHLU LQWHQWLRQ WI
responsible for governing the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.[46] Hamas has empha&ed repeatedly in
UHFHQW ZHHNV LWV FRPPLWPHQW WR WKH %YHLMLQJ $JUHHPHQWY
Liberation Organization and rebuilding a Palestinian political system.[47] Hamas has denounced US,

Israeli, and other international att empts to create alternative governance plans for the Gaza Strip.[48]

West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters in at least three locations in Nablus since CTP

ISW's last data cutoff on September 15.[49] +DPDV DQG WKH DO $TVvD 0D UW\UV‘H
fired small arms and detonated improvised explosive devices (IED) targeting Israeli forces in the Balata
refugee camp.[50]

The IDF stated that Palestinian individuals attacked an Israeli civilian near Jericho on

September 16.[51] The IDF added that the Palestinians fled to a school in Muarajat after injuring the
Israeli civilian.[52] Israeli individuals then entered the school and attacked and injured the Palestinian
individuals in the school.[53] The IDF and Israeli police arrived at the scene of the incident and
detained several individuals.[54]
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Significant Activity in the West Bank

As of September 16, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and demonstrations in the West Bank
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term
x Expel the United States from Syria

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least 10 attacks into northern Israel since CTP -
ISW's last data cutoff on September 15.[55]

A senior US official discussed the security situation along the Israel -Lebanon border

with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant in

separate meetings on September 15 and 16.[56] Netanyahu told US Presidential Envoy Amos
Hochstein during a meeting in Tel Aviv that Israel cannot return displaced Israeli residents to northern
,VUDHO "ZLWKRXW D IXQGDPHQWDO FKDQJH LQ WKH VHFXULW\ VL
ZLOAR ZKDW LV QHFHVVDU\" WR UHVWRUH VHFXULW\ LQ QRUWKHU
separately told Hochstein that the only way to return Israeli civilians to northern Israel is through

military action.[58] Two sources familiar with the me etings told Axios that Hochstein warned
Netanyahu and Gallant that a wider war in southern Lebanon would not help return displaced Israeli
civilians to northern Israel.[59] US White House National Security Communications Advisor John

Kirby told reporterso Q 6 HSWHPEHU WKDW +RFKVWHLQYYV YLVLW LV PHLC
ZLGHQLQJ RI WKLV FRQIOLFW" LQ QRUWKHUQ ,VUDHO > @

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant similarly told US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin on September

15 that there is little time left to reach a diplomatic solution to the conflict on the Israel -Lebanon.[61]
Gallant said that \WKH WUDMHFWRU\ LV FOHDU” DV ORQJ DV +H]JEROODK F
Strip. Austin reaffirmed the necessity of a ceasefire-hostage deal between Israel and Hamas and said

that Israel should 3 JLYH GLSORPDWLF QHJIRWLDWLRQV WLPH WR VXFFHHG

The Israeli security cabinet is expected to vote on September 17 to add the return of

displaced Israelis to northern Israel as an official goal of the war.[63] Israeli media reported
WKDW GRLQJ VR ZRXOG PDUN WKH ILUVW WLPH WKDW QRUWKHUQ
objectives.[64] Netanyahu said on September 12 that a political settlement alone will not return
displaced Israelis to northern Israel and t hat Israel is "preparing for a broad campaign."[65]
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Attacks into Northern Israel from Lebanon

As of September 16, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iran and Axis of Resistance

Iranian -backed Iraqi fighters likely conducted a drone attack targeting US forces at the

Rumalyn Landing Zone in Hasakah Province, Syria, on September 15.[66] Syrian
opposition sources claimed that US air defenses intercepted three drones launched from Syrian regime
controlled territory in Deir ez Zor Province.[67] CTP-ISW cannot independently verify that this attack
occurred. An Iranian -backed militia drone attack injured eight US service members at Rumalyn
Landing Zone in August 2024.[68] CTP -ISW assessed in July 2024 that Iranian-backed Iragi militias
appear to have resumed their attack campaign targeting US forces in the Middle East.[69]

Houthi spokesperson Yahya Sarea released footage of the ballistic missile that the

Houthis fired into Israel on September 14.[70] The Houthis claimed that the attack targeted an
XQVSHFLILHG PLOLWDU\ WDUJHW DURXQG 7HO $YLY ZLWK D 2QHZ
the Houthis used a hypersonic missile, however.[72]

The Houthis claimed that they intercepted a US MQ -9 drone over Dhamar Governorate,
Yemen, on September 15.[73] Houthi spokesperson Yahya Sarea claimed that the Houthis have
intercepted three total MQ -9s this week and ten MQ-9s since the start of the IsraekHamas war in
October 2023. CTP-ISW cannot verify this Houthi claim.

US Central Command (CENTCOM) destroyed a missile system in Houthi -controlled
Yemen on September 15.[74]

Iranian Artesh Coordination Deputy Brigadier General Habibollah Sayyari discussed

naval cooperation, including joint exercises and patrols, with Russian Deputy Defense

Minister Alexander Fomin on the sidelines of the Xiangshan Forum in China on

September 1 5.[75] Sayyari and Fomin asserted that the Caspian Sea is for "peace and friendship”
and emphasized the need to secure the sea "without...the presence of foreigners." Iran recently
delivered over 200 Fateh-360 short-range ballistic missiles to Russia via the Caspan Sea on September
4.[76] Sayyari and Fomin also emphasized the importance of completing the International North -South
Transport Corridor (INSTC).[77] The Xiangshan Forum is an annual security forum that covers issues
including "regional hotspots, emergi QJ WHFKQRORJLHVY DUPV FRQWURO™ DQG
orderly multipolar world."[78]

Iranian Economic Affairs and Finance Minister Abdol Nasser Hemmati called for

accelerating the completion of the International North -South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) during a meeting with Russian Presidential Aide Igor Levitin in Tehran on

September 16. [79] Hemmati stressed Iranian readiness to support foreign investments in the project
and urged Russia to take a leading role. Russia previously agreed to finance the construction of the
Astara-Rasht railway, which is a key component of the INSTC.

Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei stressed the importance of Islamic unity during

a meeting with Sunni scholars and Friday prayer leaders on September 16.[80] Khamenei
FULWLFL]HG HIIRUWYV E\ ,UDQYY DGYHUVDULHV WR ZHDNHQ ,VODPI
to show solidarity with Palestinians. Khamenei urged the scholars and Friday prayer leaders to focus

on Muslims' shared identity rather than o n sectarian differences.
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[1] https://www.timesofisrael dot com/liveblog_entry/israel -yet-to-receive-new-hostage-deal-
formula -from -mediators-official -says

[2] https:/lwww.timesofisrael dot com/liveblog_entry/israel  -yet-to-receive-new-hostage-deal-
formula -from -mediators-official -says

[3] https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/13/us/politics/hamas -power-gazaviolence-israel.html ;
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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends

that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian reg ime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)

at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these

updates regularly based on regional events. Click here WR VHH &73 DQG ,6:V LOQWHUDF\
ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

CTP-,6: GHILQHV WKH 3$[LV RI 5HVLVWDQFH” DV WKH XQFRQYHQWL
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to secure their collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influenceo r
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objec tives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of
Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well -covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Gen eva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Israel simultaneously detonated thousands of pagers used by Lebanese Hezbollah

members across Lebanon and Syria on September 17.[1] Lebanese officials reported that
around 2,800 individuals were injured, though some reports suggest that the number is closer to 4,000,
most of whom are Hezbollah members.[2] The attack also injured the Iranian ambassador to Lebanon,
Mojtaba Amani.[3] Hezbollah mourned the death of 12 fighters after the attack but did not explicitly
acknowledge how they died.[4] Israel reportedly executed the attack by planting one-to-two ounces of
explosive material and remote triggers inside a batch of Taiwanesemade pagers en route to
Lebanon.[5] Hezbollah had ordered the pagers to communicate across its ranks, as Hezbollah Secretary
General ordered group members to limit cellphone usage in order to avoid Israeli
detection.[6] Hezbollah responded to the attack by blaming Israel and vowing to retaliate.[7]
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The attack has likely had several negative effects on Hezbollah military effectiveness at least
temporarily. The attack likely disrupted some internal communications across Hezbollah, especially
given the extent to which Hezbollah has been relying on pages in recent months. The nature and scale
of the attack also likely stoked confusion and shock among some Hezbollah members. These effects
could drive general paranoia within Hezbollah as well, given that Israel has demonstrated repeatedly
in recent months how deeply it has infiltrated Iranian and Iranian -backed networks.

Israel announced on September 16 that it thwarted a Lebanese Hezbollah attempt to

assassinate a former senior Israeli security official.[8] The Shin Bet located at an unspecified
location an anti-personnel mine that a Hezbollah cell was planning to use for the assassination in the
"FRPLQJ G D¢ mine @as connected to a camera and a remotecontrolled detonator. The Shin

Bet reportedthat WKH PLQH zZDV (QHDUO\ LGHQWLFDO"™ WR RQHV SUHYLR

7KH ,VUDHOL VHFXULW\ FDELQHW DSSURYHG 3UHWXUQLQJ WKH U
WKHLU KRPHV® DV DQ RIILFLDO ZzDU REMHFWAKH ,RQ DBHHGWWMREXKUL
DSSURYLQJ WKLY DGGLWLRQ PDUNV WKH ILUVW WLPH WKDW QRU\
war objectives.[12] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on September 12 that a political
settlement alone will not return displaced citizens to northern Israel and that Israel is "preparing for a
EURDG FDPSDLJQ™ WR WKLV HQG > @

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) is in the process of defeating Hamas militarily in the

Gaza Strip. The IDF has very likely degraded severely the two Hamas brigades in the southern Gaza
Strip.[14] Hamas attacks decreased dramatically since August 2024, reflecting this
degradation.[15] ,VUDHOL RSHUDWLRQV KDYH GHVWUR\HG WelHedtlkdg@dN R I
a significant decline in Hamas rocket attacks.[16] Hamas is likely no longer operating as an effective
and well-organized fighting force. Hamas is instead fighting in a disorganized manner through small,
de-centralized cells of fighters aaoss the Gaza Strip.[17]

Israel is meanwhile continuing to pursue its stated war aim of destroying Hamas as a military force and
governing authority in the Gaza Strip.[18] Destroying Hamas militarily is a greater undertaking than
defeating it and requires Israel 2 per US military do ctrine 2 to physically render Hamas forces combat
ineffective unless reconstituted.[19] Destroying Hamas as a governing authority requires Israel to
replace Hamas with a new entity or force that can provide the civil services and security that the Hamas
government has provided to Gazans.

Hamas is projecting public confidence that it will survive in the Gaza Strip as part of an

information operation to erode Israeli will to sustain the war. Hamas cannot defeat Israel
militarily in this war and is instead trying to compel Israel to accept defeat. Senior Hamas official
.KDOHG ODVKDO VDLG LQ DQ LQWHUYLHZ WKDW +DPDVWwa&lGafa SO
Strip.[20] Hamas has also exploted Israeli hostages to increase Israeli domestic pressure on the
government to agree to a ceasefirehostage deal that would allow Hamas to survive. Hamas has, for
example, published propaganda videos of hostages to reinforce the perception that Israel canonly
secure the release of living hostages through negotiations rather than military operations.[21] Mashal
admitted in his interview that Hamas is in no rush to conclude ceasefire-hostage negotiations with
Israel and will remain committed to its maximali st demands, which include a complete IDF withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip.[22]
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Hamas has articulated its own post-war vision for the Gaza Strip to further cement its enduring
influence there. Hamas has repeatedly advocated for a Palestinian unity government to take control of

the strip after the war and even signed an agreement withFatah in July 2024 to that end.[23] CTP-ISW
previously argued that Hamas could use its functioning military and internal security wings to coerce
technocratic government employees at every level, thus providing Hamas with significant influence

over the Gazan government even if Hamas officials were not officially controlling it.[24] Remnants of
+DPDVY PLOLWDU\ DQG LQWHUQDO VHFXULW\ RUJDQL]DWLRQV FRX
Gazan Authority, though those efforts may initially lack ove rarching guidance from higher echelons of
command.[25] $ ODFN RI FHQWUDO FRQWURO RI VXFK HIIRUWYVY ZRXOG
influence over a future Gazan governing authority, but Hamas would almost certainly rebuild the
control necessaty to overcome this deficiency. Israeli efforts that focus on disrupting remaining
HOHPHQWY RI +DPDVY FLYLO UXOH VXFK DV LWV UROH LQ WKH C
more even more difficult for Hamas to do so.[26]

Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu arrived in Iran for an unannounced

visit on September 17 following recent visits to Syria and North Korea and amid ongoing

Russian efforts to secure military support from allies. Shoigu met with Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian and Supreme National Security Council Secretary Ali Akbar Ahmadian and
conveyed an unspecified message from Russian President Vladimir Putin.[27] The Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) reported that Ahmadian and Shoigu discussed upcoming bilateral
agreements.[28] Pezeshkian told Shoigu that Iran will work to increase cooperation and deepen
bilateral relations between the two countries to reduce the impact of Western sanctions.[29] Shoigu
previously met with Syrian President Bashar al Assad in Damascus, Syria, on September 16 and
discussed strengthening bilateral relations and regional and international security issues.[30] Shoigu
also recently visited Pyongyang on September 13 and met with North Korean President Kim Jong Un
for unspecified bilateral discussions.[31] Shoigu's international visits are coming over the backdrop of
the recent Iranian delivery of over 200 Fateh-360 short-range ballistic missiles to Russia, ongoing
North Korean military s upport for the Russian war in Ukraine, and Ukrainian reports that Russia is
hiring Syrian mercenaries to fight in Ukraine.[32] 5XVVLDYV GHHSHQLQJ HQJDJHPHQ
and North Korea is part of a wider Kremlin effort to establish a coalition of fri endly states that could
bolster Russia's defense industrial base and secure economic cooperation to support its war in
Ukraine.[33]

A Washington -based think tank reported that Iran has in recent months increased its
operation at two nuclear sites that were previously used for high explosive

testing.[34] The report noted that this increased activity 2 paired with the growing
Iranian stock pile of highly enriched uranium 2 could shorten the Iranian breakout
timeline for producing a nuclear weapon to about one week.[35] The Institute for Science

and International Security, citing unspecified Western intelligence sources, reported specifically that
,UDQ KDV "UHDFWLYDWHG DQG DFFHOHUDWHG  DFWLYLWLHV DW
Tehran Province in recent months.[36] The institute also observed through satellite imagery an
increase in human traffic, landscaping, and physical security at the Sanjarian site.[37] The Sanjarian
DQG *RODE 'DUHK VLWHV ZHUH E RWEK nudarRvéagdispraggam Lhbcqrdivg © U H
documents retrieved by Israel in a clandestine operation in Iran in 2018.[38]
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This report comes as Iran has taken several other measures to expand its nuclear program in recent
months. Iran has increased its stockpile of weaponsgrade uranium, installed new cascades of advanced
centrifuges, and conducted metallurgical testing and computer simulations that could support the
production of a nuclear weapon.[39] Russia has separately begun giving Iran unspecified nuclear
assistance in exchange for Iran sending ballistic missiles to support the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.[40]

Key Takeaways

x Israel -Hezbollah conflict: Israel simultaneously detonated thousands of pagers used by
Lebanese Hezbollah across Lebanon and Syria. The attack has likely had several negative effects
on Hezbollah military effectiveness at least temporarily.

x Israel -Hezbollah conflict: 7KH ,VUDHOL VHFXULW\ FDELQHW DSSURYH
WKH QRUWK VHFXUHO\ WR WKHLU KRPHV™ DV DQ RIILFLDO zZD
away from the Israel-Lebanon border to allow displaced citizens to return to northern Israel .

x Gaza Strip: The IDF is in the process of defeating Hamas militarily in the Gaza Strip. Hamas is
projecting confidence outwardly that it will survive in the Gaza Strip as part of an information
operation to erode Israeli will to sustain the war.

x Iran -Russia cooperation: Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu arrived in Iran
on an unannounced visit following recent visits to North Korea and Syria and amid ongoing
Kremlin efforts to secure military support from allies.

x lranian nuclear program: A Washington-based think tank reported that Iran has in recent
months increased its operations at two nuclear sites that were previously used for high explosive
testing. This activity could shorten the Iranian nuclear breakout timeline to a week.
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Gaza Strip
Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in
the Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The IDF Air Force conducted an airstrike killing the commander of a Palestinian Islamic

Jihad (P1J) rocket unit in a the al Mawasi humanitarian zone on September 16.[41] The
IDF said that Ahmed Ayesh Salama al Hashash led P1J rocket forces in Rafah and was responsible for
several rocket attacks from the area into Israel.[42]
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