Iran Update

CRITICAL
THREATS

Kelly Campa, Siddhant Kishore, and Annika Ganzeveld, and Nicholas Carl
July 14, 2024 ,2:00 pm ET

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and lIranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and intere sts. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these
updates regularly basedon regional events.Click here to seeCTPand , 6 : {idteractive map of Israeli
ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

CTP-ISW definesthe 3$[Lo¥ 5 HV LV Wab @d-uhConventional alliance that Iran has cultivated in
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to securetheir collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes thesegroups with
varying levelsof financial, military, and political support in exchangefor somedegree of influence or
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistanceare united by their grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of
Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes becausetheseactivities are well-covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity eventhough we do not describe them in thesereports.

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) confirmed that it kiled Hamas Khan Younis Brigade
Commander Rafe Salamah in the southern Gaza Strip on July 13.[1] The IDF conducted an
DLUVWULNH LQ WKH DO 0DZDVL KXPDQLWDULDQ JRQH WDUJHWLQJ
Mohammad Deif, on July 13.[2] 7KH ,') GHVFULEHG 6DODPDK DV RQH RI WKH
attack into Israel in October 2023.[3] Salamah helped plan multiple other attacks against Israel
throughout his career, including the kidnapping of IDF soldier Gilad Shalit in 2006.[4] Salamah
commanded the Khan Younis Brigade after replacing senior Hamas military leader Mohammad Sinwar

in 2016.[5] The IDF said that Salameh was responsible for all rocket attacks from the Khan Younis area
LQWR ,VUDHO 7KH ,') FDOOHG 6DODPDKfV NLOOLQJ 3D VLJQLILFD
Gaza Strip.[6] 6RXUFHV IURP +DPDV FRQILAWHHG 6DODPDKYfV GH



The IDF said on July 14 that it is still assessing whether the airstrike Kkilled + D P D \tdp
military commander, Mohammad Deif.[8] IDF Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Herzi Halevi
VDLG WKDW LW LV WRR HDUO\ WR FRQ lfefdrite'¢hlJuly\14 @HAD Wh&nyGous L Q J
Israeli official told the Wall Street Journal that there is reason to believe Deif was killed but the IDF is

still assessing.[10] +DOHYL DOOHJHG WKDW +DPDV LV DWWHPSWLQJ
airstrike.]11] HDPDV 3ROLWLFDO %XUHDX PHPEHU .KDOLO DO +D\AD GH¢
Israeli military correspondent reported Deif was deeply involved in commanding Hamas fighters

during the war but rarely ventured above ground, spending most of the war underground in Khan
Younis.[13] Israeli Prime Benjamin Netanyahu stated that killing Deif would advance Israeli objectives

WR GHVWUR\ +DPDV DQG VHQG D SGHWHUUHQW PHVVDJH"™ WR ,UD(C
June 13.[14]

Key Takeaways:

x Gaza Strip: 7KH ,') FRQILUPHG WKDW LW NLOOHG WKH FRPPDQGHU
an airstrike targeting senior Hamas officials in the southern Gaza Strip. The IDF said that it is still
DVVHVVLQJ ZKHWKHU WKH DLUVWU LomianlerONDRe@Gmad Pdid.V | WRS PL

x West Bank: A Palestinian fighter conducted a car ramming and shooting attack in central Israel,
injuring four Israeli soldiers.

x Lebanon: Lebanese Hezbollah conducted nine attacks into northern Israel.
x Yemen: The Houthis claimed two drone and missile attacks targeting a commercial vessel.

2 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG ¥4,V &



Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War

As of July 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the
Gaza Strip

x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The IDF 99th Division continued clearing operati ons in Gaza City on July 14. The IDF 3rd
S3$OH[DQGURQL" %ULJDGH HQJDJHG DQG NLOOHG 3DOHVWLQLDQ
unspecified part of Gaza City.[15] The Alexandroni Brigade identified and directed an airstrike targeting

a group of Paledinian fighters attempting to plant an improvised explosive device (IED) near Israeli
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forces.[16] Hamas fighters fired short-range rockets targeting Israeli forces operating near Tal al
Hawa.[17]

Several Palestinian militias fired mortars and rockets targe ting Israeli forces along the
Netzarim Corridor on July 14.[18]

The IDF Air Force struck and kiled Hamas fighters in a UNRWA -run school in Nuseirat,
the central Gaza Strip, on July 14.[19] IDF Southern Command, Shin Bet, and Israeli military
intelligence directed an airstrike on Abu Oreiban school in Nuseirat.[20] The IDF said that Palestinian
fighters used the operational center to plan attacks against Israeli forces in the Gaza Strip and to hide
fighters.[21] Palestinian sources reported that thirteen Palestinians were killed in the airstrike.[22]

The IDF 162nd Division continued clearing operations in Rafah on July 14. The IDF Nahal
Brigade directed airstrikes against an anti-tank guided missile launcher position that Palestinian
fighters used to launch guided missiles at Israeli forces.[23] The Nahal Brigade also directed an airstrike
targeting a Palestinian fighter cell that posed a threat to Israeli forces.[24] The IDF 401st Brigade
destroyed tunnel shafts and militia infrastructure in the Rafah area.[ 25] Palestinian militias used
rockets, mortars, rocket propelled grenades, and small arms to defend against Israeli forces operating
in Rafah.[26]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of July 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks

and sometimes months to complete

,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ Rl :DU DQG $4,fV &



Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of July 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks

and sometimes months to complete

West Bank

Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least three locations in the West
Bank since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on July 13.[27] A Palestinian Mujahideen Brigades fighter
conducted car ramming and shooting attacks at the Nir Tzvi Junction in central Israel that injured four
Israeli soldiers on July 14.[28]
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Palestinians demonstrated in at least four locations across the West Bank to protest

Israeli airstrikes targeting Mohammad Deif and Rafe Salamah on July 13.[29] Palestinian
media reported that Palestinians went on strike in various locations across the West Bank to condemn
the July 13 strikes targeting senior Hamas commanders on July 14.[30

Significant Activity in the West Bank
As of July 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashesand demonstrations in the West Bank.

Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term

x Expel the United States from Syria
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Lebanese Hezbollah conducted at least nine attacks into northern Israel since CTP-ISW's
last data cutoff on July 13.[31

Attacks into Northern Israel from Lebanon

As of July 14, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Recordedreports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

Iran and Axis of Resistance

The Houthis claimed two attacks targeting the Liberian -flagged Chrysalis crude oil
tanker in the Red Sea and Bab al Mandab on July 12.[32] The Houthis claimed that they used
GURQHV DQG EDOOLVWLF DQG 3QDYDO” PLVVLOHVY WR FRQGXFW W
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Houthi media claimed on July 14 that the United States and United Kingdom conducted
airstrikes targeting Buhais, Midi District, Hajjah Governorate, Yemen.[33]
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The Axis of Resistance is continuing to try to coerce Gulf states into reducing their economic cooperation
with Israel. Iranian -backed Iragi militia Kataib Hezbollah warned Saudi Arabia on July 13 that it will “pay the price” for
allowing Israel to conduct trade through Saudi territory.[1] Kataib Hezbollah accused Saudi Arabia of allowing Israel to use
overland trade routes through Saudi territory “as an alternative to sea lanes.”[2] Kataib Hezbollah was likely referring to the
trade corridor that connects Israel to the Persian Gulf via the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, and
Jordan.[3] Israel has increasingly relied on this land route to miti gate the impact of Houthi attacks on international shipping
around the Gulf of Aden and Red Sea.[4]The Houthis conducted around 190 attacks targeting commercial vessels in the
Red Sea between November 2023 and midJune 2024, causing trade activity at the Port of Eilat to decrease by
approximately 85 percent.[5] Kataib Hezbollah previously vowed in April 2024 to sever the Israeli “land bridge” that passes
through Jordan.[6]

Kataib Hezbollah’s desire to disrupt the Israeli economic cooperation with the Gulf states is part of a larger Axis of Resistance
effort to economically isolate Israel. Iranian leaders, including Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, have repeatedly called on
Musli m countries to impose an embargo on Israel.[7] Iranian officials and media have also criticized Gulf states for allowing

Israel to conduct trade through their territory and argued that the “land bridge” connecting Israel to the Persian Gulf rende rs
Houthi attacks in the Red Sea “ineffective.”[8] An Iranian -backed Bahraini militia began conducting attacks targeting Israel

in April 2024 as part of the Axis of Resistance effort to impose an unofficial blockade on Israel.[9] Iran and its allies appear
to be operating on the theory that severe economic disruption would compel Israel to accept defeat in the Gaza Strip and
that such economic pressure could ultimately collapse the Israeli state. Iranian leaders have repeatedly said in recent montts
that part of thei r theory on how to destroy Israel revolves around stoking instability and terror in Israel to catalyze reverse

migration away from Israel.[10]

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) has not yet confirmed whether it kiled Hamas’ top military commander,
Mohammad Deif. The IDF conducted an airstrike in the al Mawasi humanitarian zone on July 13 targeting Deif and
Hamas Khan Younis Brigade Commander Rafe Salamah.[11TThe IDF confirmed on July 14 that the strike killed
Salamah.[12] Hamas officials maintain that Deif is al ive but have not provided evidence to back their assertion.[13]

Key Takeaways:

x lIrag: The Axis of Resistance is continuing to try to coerce the Gulf states into reducing their economic
cooperation with Israel. The Axis of Resistance has sought to isolate Israel economically throughout the Israel
Hamas war.

X Gaza Strip: Israel has not yet confirmed whether it kiled Hamas’ top military commander, Mohammad
Deif. Hamas has asserted that Deif is alive but has provided no evidence.

X Syria: Israel conducted several airstrikes into Syria, including one targeting a high-profile Syrian
businessman involved in moving military material across the Levant.



Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War
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Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip
X Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The IDF Air Force struck and killed the Gaza Brigade commander of the al Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades in al
Shati refugee camp, northern Gaza City, on July 13.[14] The al Agsa Martyrs Brigade is the selfproclaimed militant

wing of Fatah. The al Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades mourned Izz al Din Akila "Abu Muhammad” and stated that he was a member
of the group’s Military Council.[15] The IDF did not confirm that it killed Akila on July 13. But the absence of IDF

confirmation is not especially surpri sing given that the IDF publicizes its strikes against smaller militias infrequently— as
opposed to the more regular IDF announcements of activity related to Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PI1J). The
Palestinian Red Cresent reported that the IDF strike killed at least six people.[16] The Gazan civil defense authority
contrastingly reported that the strike on al Shati refugee camp killed at least 20 Palestinians.[17] The IDF announced on
July 10 that Gaza City would "remain a dangerous combat zone” and $sued evacuation orders.[18]

Hamas claimed a single attack targeting Israeli forces in western Gaza City on July 15.[19] Hamas reported
that its fighters targeted two Israeli tanks using an unexploded Israeli missile in western Tal al Hawa along the Rashid
coastal road.[20] Hamas claimed that the explosion injured and killed IDF members.[21]

The IDF 8th Brigade engaged Palestinian fighters along the Netzarim Corridor on July 15. Israeli forces fired
tank artillery at a Palestinian fighter handling explosive charges.[22] PIJ separately mortared Israeli forces along the
Netzarim Corridor.[23]

The IDF 162nd Division continued clearing operations in Rafah on July 15. The IDF Nahal Brigade targeted
Palestinian fighters armed with rocket -propelled grenades in unspecified areas of Rafah.[24]P1J and the al Agsa Martyrs'
Brigades targeted lIsraeli forces with mortars, rocket propelled grenades, and thermobaric shells near Yabna refugee
camp.[25]

The IDF Air Force stated on July 15 that it struck dozens of targets across the Gaza Strip in the past day, including a
Palestinian squad that was observing Israeli forces.[26]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of July 15, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip
As of July 15, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks

and sometimes months to complete
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West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:
X Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

locations around Jenin since CTP-ISW's

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least three
last data cutoff on July 14.[27] The al Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades fired small arms and detonated IEDs targeting Israeli

forces in Qabatiya, Jenin.[28] The al Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades separately fired small arms at Karmei Tzur, near Beit
Ummar.[29] Palestinian militant media reported that the IDF “blew up” a vehicle in Jenin.[30] The IDF has not commented
on whether the explosion occurred nor its nature, at the time of this writing.

Significant Activity in the West Bank

As of July 15, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
X Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term
x Expel the United States from Syria

Lebanese Hezbollah conducted at least three attacks into northern Israel on July 15.[31]

A Hezbollah -affiliated militia stated on July 15that it is prepared to defend against a potential major Israeli
military  offensive into Lebanon.[32] The Lebanese Resistance Brigades added that it has provided logistical support
to Hezbollah since the Israel-Hamas war began in October 2023.[33] The group claimed its first attack into northern Israel
on July 13 since the war began.[34]Lebanese media rerted that two Lebanese Resistance Brigades fighters were killed
presumably by Israeli strikes in Lebanon in October 2023.[35]

The IDF Northern Command has conducted several military exercises simulating a potential offensive into
Lebanon over the past week.[36] The IDF 5th Brigade practiced maneuvering and engaging enemy fighters in difficult

terrain.[37] The IDF 920th Reserve Battalion (769th Brigade) conducted exercises simulating a defense of northern Israeli
settlements.[38]

Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
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