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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that undermine
regional stability and threaten USforces and interests. It also covers eventsand trends that affect the stability
and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these updates regularly based on regional
events. Click here to seeCTPand , 6 : {iMteractive map of Israeli ground operation s. This map is updated daily
alongside the static maps present in this report. Click here to subscribe to the Iran Update.

CTP-ISW definesthe 3$[Lo¥/ 5 HV L V WaBtQeFuHConventional alliance that Iran has cultivated in the Middle
East since the Islamic Republic cameto power in 1979.This transnational coalition is comprised of state, semi-
state, and non-state actors that cooperate to securetheir collective interests. Tehran considers itself to be both
part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishe s these groups with varying levels of financial, military, and
political support in exchange for some degree of influence or control over their actions. Someare traditional
proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more
limited influence. Members of the Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objectives, which
include eroding and eventually expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state,
or both. Pursuing these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become
cornerstones of Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes becausethese activities are well-covered in Western media and do
not directly affect the military operations we are assessingand forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of
the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against humanity eventhough we do not
describe them in thesereports.

Hamas is continuing to resist Israeli and US efforts to create a phased ceasefire deal that would
secure the release of Israeli hostages, end the war, and begin major reconstruction efforts in the
Gaza Strip. The remaining gap in ceasefire negotiations s significant because agre eing to the
most recent Hamas language would effectively commit Israel to the permanent ceasefire Hamas
has been demanding before Hamas had released all remaining hostages. + D P D \Vcfirrent
demands could also enable Hamas to drag on negotiations indefinitely  with no mechanism to
compel it to release the remaining hostages. Hamas remains unlikely to accept a proposal that does not
meet its maximalist demands, including a permanent ceasefire, the complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from
the Gaza Strip, and ahostage-for-prisoner exchange. The May 31 ceasefire proposal announced by US President
Joe Biden continues to serve as the basis for negotiations.[1][The phases of the May 31 proposal were:[2]

x Phase one involves a sixweek ceasefire and the withdrawal of Israeli forces from densely populated areas in
the Gaza Strip. Hamas would release an unspecified number of hostages, including Americans, women, and
HOGHUO\ DQG VLFN LQGLYLGXDOV LQ H[FKDQJH IRU 3KXQGUHGV"™ RI
Palestinian civilians would return to their homes, including those in the northern Gaza Strip. Humanitarian
DLG ZRXOG 3VXUJH ZLWK WUXFNV >HQWHULQJ WKH *D]D 6WULS@ S
trucks in an earlier Israeli proposal. Negotiations for a permanent ceasefire would continue during this phase.



x Phase two involves Hamas and other Palestinian militias releasing all remaining living hostages, and the IDF
withdrawing from the Gaza Strip completely. Biden said that the United St ates, Egypt, and Qatar would
facilitate continued negotiations during this phase.

x Phase three involves major reconstruction efforts in the Gaza Strip. It also involves Hamas and the other
militias returning the bodies of all hostages to Israel.

Hamas attem pted in early June to undermine the phasing of the May 31 proposal by demanding

the beginning of reconstruction in phase one and a complete halt to the war regardless of
whether negotiations to transition to the second phase succeeded.[3] The May 31 proposal notably

did not guarantee a transition from the first to the second phase of the ceasefire. This would enable Israel to
resume military operations if Hamas proved unwilling to compromise on the specifics for a permanent ceasefire
beginning after phase two and three. Undermining the phasing would have enabled Hamas to continue to extract
concessions from Israel indefinitely without transitioning to phase two, because Israel could not impose military
pressure on Hamas to encourage Hamas to compromise to réease hostages without breaking the agreement.
+DPDVY DWWHPSW WR XQGHUPLQH WKH SKDVLQJ RI WKH SURSRVDO DO
release of the remaining hostages that would have been released under phase two of the May 31 propoka

+ D P D Yhfst recent ceasefire position demonstrates that the group has not meaningfully shifted

its position since negotiations last stalled in June and that it still seeks to undermine the
DJUHH P Hha&KEifig/ Axios reported on July 6 that the outstandi ng gaps between Israel and Hamas center

on the language regarding and time-delimitation of negotiations to transition from the first phase of the ceasefire

deal to the second phase.[4]The current proposal says that the United States, Egypt, and Qatar will 3 PDNH HYH U
HITRUW" WR HQVXUH QHJRWLDWLRQV GXULQJ WKH ILUVW SKDVH HQG L
FDOP +DPDV LV DWWHPSWLQJ WR UHPRYH 3PDNH HYHU\ HIITRUW ~ UHSO
six-week time limit f or the first phase.[5] This change would make the initial ceasefire effectively permanent

from the start and would commit the United States, Qatar, and Egypt to securing a ceasefire and enable Hamas

to draw out negotiations for the transition to the second phase indefinitely, if needed.[6] The language and
removal of the time-delimited first phase makes it more difficult for Israel to resume operations to pressure
Hamas and extract concessions without breaking the agreement entirely or appearing to scuttlenegotiations over

the transition to phase two. This could allow Hamas to secure a complete ceasefire without adhering to
commitments under phases two and three, which include the release of Israeli hostages. The categories of
hostages in phase two and three include Israeli soldiers, whom Hamas is reticent to release.

Hamas and its leader in the Gaza Strip, Yahya Sinwar, feel that they can manipulate ceasefire
negotiations in this manner because they remain confident that they are winning in the Gaza
Strip. Hamas forces throughout the Strip remain combat effective and are attempting to reconstitute, with some
VXFFHVV 6LQZDU KDV QRWHG WKDW KH EHOLHYHV +DPDV KDV ,VUDHO

Post -election statements by both President -elect Masoud Pezeshkian and the supreme leader

indicate that the Pezeshkian administration will not change the UHJL P l#&jacttory. Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei stated his desire for Pezeshkian to continue the policies of former president Ebrahim Raisi

in a messaye on July 6 following the presidential election.[8] Pezeshkian issued a statement to the people of Iran

RQ -XO\ IROORZLQJ WKH HOHFWLRQ WKDQNLQJ 6XSUHPH /HDGHU $OL
DQG FRPSHWRazesHhk@n has @peDWHGO\ UHLWHUDWHG KLV FRPPLWPHQW WR
throughout his campaign. Pezeshkian also prayed at the tomb of first Supreme Leader Ruhollah Khomeini on

July 6 after the election WR SUHQHZ KLV DOOHJLDQFH WhRsaudR&zeshiah Wil be Gwdid @V -~ >
DV WKH QLQWK SUHVLGHQW RI WKH ,VODPLF 5HSXEOLF RI ,UDQ RQ $
parliament presiding board.[11]
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Key Takeaways:

x Ceasefire Negotiations: Hamas is continuing to resist Israeli and US efforts to create a phased ceasefire
deal that would secure the release of Israeli hostages, end the war, and begin major reconstruction efforts in
the Gaza Strip. The remaining gap in ceasefire negotiations is significant because agreeing to the most recent
Hamas language would effectively commit Israel to the permanent ceasefire Hamas has been demanding
EHIRUH +DPDV KDG UHOHDVHG DOO UHPDLQLQJ KRVWDJHYV +DPDVTY |
drag on negotiations indefinitely with no mechanism to compel it to release the remaining hostages.

x Gaza Strip: Hamas military spokesperson Abu Obeida claimed on July 7 that Hamas has regenerated
materiel and personnel across the Gaza Strip.

x lran: Post-election statements by both President-elect Masoud Pezeshkian anl the supreme leader indicate
WKDW WKH 3HJHVKNLDQ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ ZLOO QRW FKDQJH WKH U

x Northern Israel: Lebanese Hezbollah also launched a heavy barrage of rockets targeting IDF air defense
assets and surveillance equipment in response b the Israeli strike that killed Attar. Hezbollah aims to
degrade Israel's integrated air defense system by targeting Mount Meron, which hosts air surveillance and
battle management functions.
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Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War

As of July 7, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip
x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

Hamas military spokesperson Abu Obeida claimed on July 7 that Hamas has regener ated
materiel and personnel across the Gaza Strip. [12] The Hamas spokesperson said that Hamas has
recruited thousands of fighters during the war and thousands of other potential recruits are ready to join if
necessary.[13]He also claimed that Hamas fight HUV KDYH 3UHKDELOLWDWHG DQG UHVWR
including weapons production.[14] $EX 2EHLGD VDLG WKDW +DPDV 3UHF\FOHV™ ,VU
missiles as part of its rebuilt weapons production.[15] Abu Obeida is claiming that after nine months of war,
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Hamas is accomplishing the complex, resourceintensive, and time-intensive process of regeneration by
UHSODFLQJ WKRXVDQGVY RI WURRSVY DQG VSHQW ZHDSRQV 7KH +DPDV V
ISW's previous assessment tha Hamas is rebuilding its weapons production capacity in the Gaza Strip as part of

a larger effort to reconstitute its military forces.[16] Israeli journalists and the IDF have observed indicators that
VXSSRUW $EX 2EHLGDYV FODLP V and Xdnhg18Qydas-oldl Fightdrx, lakd Ehel €3tablishment

of small weapons manufacturing sites across the Gaza Strip.[17]

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 98th Division continued operations in Shujaiya on July

7.[18] Israeli forces engaged several Palestiian fighters, destroyed militia infrastructure, and located several

types of small arms.[19] The IDF 35th Paratrooper Brigade has destroyed dozens of riggedto-detonate buildings
in Shujaiya over the past week.[20] The forces have also engaged several Pastinian cells operating in Shujaiya
and located several weapons caches.[21fFour Palestinian militias targeted Israeli forces in Shujaiya with mortars

and rocket-propelled grenades.[22]

The IDF issued evacuation orders for Tuffah, Darraj and central Gaza City neighborhoods on July
7.[23] The IDF Arabic-language spokesperson ordered residents to evacuate to shelters in western Gaza
City.[24] The evacuation order covers blocks adjacent to the ongoing IDF operation in Shujaiya, suggesting the
order is linked to the raid there.[25] The IDF assessed in late June that some Palestinian fighters had fled
Shujaiya for the surrounding areas of Gaza City as the IDF began operations.[26]

The IDF Air Force has struck three public infrastructure  sites that it said Hamas used as control
centers, weapons warehouses, and factories since CTP-ISW's last data cut-off on July 6.[27] The
IDF struck a school in central Gaza City on July 7 that Hamas used to manufacture weapons.[28]Palestinian
sources reported that Hamas-affiliate d Ministry of Labor Undersecretary lhab al Ghussein died in the central
Gaza City strike.[29] Israeli forces separately struck a UNRWA school that Hamas reportedly used as a
command-and-control center in Nuseirat, central Gaza Strip on July 6.[30] The Hamas-run Gaza Health
Ministry reported that 16 people were killed in the Nuseirat strike.[31] Israeli forces also struck the Khan Younis
Municipality building, which it said Hamas used for militia activities.[32] The municipality building housed a
tunnel shaft that connected to an underground tunnel network.[33] The IDF said that it took several steps to
reduce the likelihood of civilian casualties in the strikes, including calling for evacuations and dropping precision
guided munitions.[34]

Palestinian fighte rs conducted at least two attacks targeting Israeli forces along the Netzarim
Corridor on July 7.[35]

The 162nd Division continued clearing operations in Rafah on July 7.[36] Israeli forces killed over
30 Palestinian fighters in strikes and close-range engagements in Rafah over the past day.[37]The IDF Air Force
struck a loaded rocket launcher in Rafah.[38] Palestinian fighters claimed five attacks targeting Israeli forces in
western Rafah on July 7.[39] Hamas targeted an Israeli tank with an explosively formed penetrator in one of
the five attacks in southwest Rafah.[40] Palestinian fighters also mortared Israeli forces near the Rafah border
crossing with Egypt in eastern Rafah.[41]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of July 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip
As of July 7, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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# ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area.” Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete

Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the Popular Resistance Committees launched rockets targeting an
Israeli military site at Nahal Oz, which is in Israel east of Shujaiya, on July 7.[42] The IDF said that
Palestinian fighters also targeted Nahal Oz from Shujaiya on July 6.[43] Israeli forces struck the launch site and
Palestinian fighter responsible for the July 6 launch. [44] Palestinian militias have accelerated the rate at which
they target Nahal Oz since the IDF began an operation into Shujaiya on June 27.[45]
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Attacks into Israel from the Gaza Strip

As of July 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Recordedreports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
West Bank

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters

in at least two locations
ISW's last data cut-off on July 6.[46]

in the West Bank since CTP-
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Significant Activity in the West Bank

As of July 7, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashesand demonstrations in the West Bank.

Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term

x Expel the United States from Syria

The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) Kkilled a senior Lebanese Hezbollah air defense engineer in
Baalbek, Lebanon, on July 6.[47] The IDF said that the air defense engineer, Maitham Mustafa al Attar,
planned and executed several attacks against Israel.[48]The IDF also said that Attar trained in Iran and
SVWUHQJIJWKHQHG” +H]JEROODKTYV N QR Z Q¢ @FHhoRd that Ene Kilng inHiet 26 Rihst >
GDPDJH WR +H]JEROODK(TV DLU 8dzbhdliah\postedd 8iDueln@lrikihg Attar $51]1@

@
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Lebanese Hezbollah launched a barrage of rockets into the Lower Galilee on July 7 in response

to the Israeli strike targeting Attar. Hezbollah launched a barrage of 20 Katyusha rockets targeting an IDF

site in the Lower Galilee.[52] The IDF intercepted some of the rockets.[53] An Israeli Army Radio correspondent
QRWHG WKDW +H]EROODKYV WDUJHWLQJ RI VLWHYV L@QKRXHUUD@LADBR FA
Israeli man was injured by a falling rocket in Kfar Zeitim, approximately 18 miles from the Israel -Lebanon
border.[55] +HIJEROODKfVY DWWDFNV DIWHU WKH VWULNH WKDW NLOOHG $W
targeted since October 2023.[56]

Lebanese Hezbollah also launched a heavy barrage of rockets targeting IDF air defense assets

and surveillance equipment in response to the Israeli strike that killed Attar. Hezbollah launched
approximately 20 Katyusha rockets targeting Israeli Air Force personnel and equipment at Mount Meron on July

7.[57] Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah said on June 19 that Hezbollah has worked since February 2024 to
"EOLQG” ,VUDHO DQG VKXW GRZQ WKH ,")TV REXQ\WD V0 HREFRNDIDHCK GCeRyEtQ W O |
DQG SDVV "FRQWURO DQG DFWLRQ L Q Hé&xddllalkshisRoQegratié Rradl dimddg@ted bR U F H'
defense system by targeting Mount Meron, which hosts air surveillance and battle management
functions.[60] Hezbollah previously targeted Mount Meron four times in May 2024 and twice in June
2024.[61] $Q ,VUDHOL $UP\ 5DGLR FRUUHVSRQGHQW DOVR QRWHG WKDW +tF
the Lower Galilee on July 7 could signal that Hezbollah is attackingIsUDHOfY DLU GHWHFWLRQ V\V
an attack on a senior member of its air defense unit.[62] The correspondent reported that the Golani Junction is

home to Sky Dew, an IDF high-altitude threat detection system responsible for air surveillance.[63]

Lebanese Hezbollah conducted at least eleven attacks into northern Israel since CTP-ISW's last

data cut-off on July 6.[64] The IDF reported that anti -tank missiles fired from Lebanon injured one IDF
soldier and two civilians, including an American citizen , at an IDF outpost at Zarit.[65]
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Attacks into Northern Israel from Lebanon

As of July 7, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

Iran_and Axis of Resistance

The Iranian Law Enforcement Command (LEC) arrested 3HLJK¥®mbers of aterrorist gr RXS’
who tried to disrupt the Iranian presidential election in Sistan and Baluchistan province on July
4.[66] Sistan and Baluchistan province election headquarters chief Reza Sharifi stated the individuals crossed
the border into Iran to carry out attacks throughout the province. Sharifi stated the LEC confiscated weapons
and explosives from the eight arrested individuals. Afghanistan and Pakistan border Sistan and Baluchistan
province. CTP-ISW has previously noted the uptick in anti -regime militancy in Sistan and Baluchistan province
over the past six months.[67]

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei expressed satisfaction over increased voter turnout in the runoff
election, which indicates .KDP H Q Hieftite prioritization of maintaining the UHJL P Hade
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of reli gious democratic legitimacy.[68] .KDPHQHLYV YRFDO VDWLVIDFWLRQ ZLWK \
may indicate that Khamenei allowed Pezeshkian to win the election to preserve the appearance of Iran as a
"UHOLJLRXV GHPRFUDF\ = (OHFWL RQn MbhBe@ Es{amUsdted that §@dr partivigatibd in

the July 5 runoff presidential election was more than 49 percent.[69] The Iranian Interior Ministry published

the official voter turnout at 49.8 percent.[70] Khamenei has repeatedly expressed concern abot low voter
WXUQRXW UDWHV LQ UHFHQW \HDUV DQG YLHZV SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ ,U
democratic legitimacy.[71] ,UDQYV ILUVW SUHVLGHQWLDO HOHFWLRQ RQ -XQH
turnout of 40 percent.[72] .KDPHQHL HPSKDVL]HG ,UDQYYV DELOLW\ WR KROG 3IUHH
days following the death of former president Ebrahim Raisi.[73]
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[1] https://www.axios.com/2024/07/05/gaza -ceasefire-hostage-deal-hamas-israel-us-commitment

[2] https:/imwww.whitehouse.gov/briefing -room/speeches-remarks/2024/05/31/remarks -by-president-biden-
on-the-middle -east-2/

[3] https://iwww.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas -said-to-demand-halt-to-war-evertif-no-agreement-
reached-regarding-deals-2nd-phase/

[4] https:/iwww.axios.com/2024/07/05/gaza -ceasefire-hostage-deal-hamas-israel-us-commitment
[5] https://www.axios.com/2024/07/05/gaza -ceasefire-hostage-deal-hamas-israel-us-commitment
[6] https://iwww.axios.com/2024/07/05/gaza -ceasefire hostage-deal-hamas-israel-us-commitment

[7] https:/iwww.wsj.com/world/middle  -east/gaza-chiefs-brutal -calculation-civilian -bloodshed-will -help-
hamas-626720e7

[8] https://www.leader dot ir/fa/content/27418/
[9] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1403/04/16/3117854/

[10] https://www.mashreghnews dot ir/news/1621318/ ;
https://x.com/Iranintl_En/status/18095939828982 82517

[11] https://wvww.barrons.com/news/iran  -s-president-elect-pezeshkian-to-be-sworn-in-next-month -271bfdfe
[12] https://t.me/hamaswestbank/52358 ; https://t. me/hamaswestbank/52359

[13] https://t. me/hamaswestbank/52358

[14] https://t.me/hamaswestbank/52359

[15] https://t. me/hamaswestbank/52359

[16] https://isw.pub/lranUpdate062424

12 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG ¥4,V &



[17] https://t.me/moriahdoron/11297 ; https://t. me/moriahdoron/11281

[18] https://itwitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844868803449030 ;
https://t witter.com/idfonline/status/1809844871584240124

[19] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844868803449030 ;
https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844871584240124

[20] www dot idf.il/214474
[21] www dot idf.il/214474

[22] https:/it.me/AymanGouda/6195 ; https://t.me/pflpgazal/l4334 ; https://t.me/gassamlbrigades/2627 ;
https://t.me/sarayaps/18272

[23] https://itwitter.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1809963484022518268
[24] https://twitter.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1809963484022518268
[25] https://twitter.com/i  dfonline/status/1809844868803449030
[26] https://x.com/Doron_Kadosh/status/1807094084017819897

[27] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809662762592936087 ; https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809
844859534037098 ; https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/  1809949523558424613

[28] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809949523558424613  ; https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809
949526528074073 https://twitter.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1809950488835527053 ;
https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/180995045827 1646017 ;
https://twitter.com/ytirawi/status/1809925277855744149

[29] https://t.me/hamza20300/266053 ; https://ftwitter.com/GLZRadio/status/1809931887953006969 ; http
s:/twitter.com/GLZRadio/status/1809934453529301256 ; https://t.me/alwya2000/6453

[30] http s://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809662762592936087  ; https://twitter.com/AvichayAdraee/statu
s/1809663010174300275 ; https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/1809663145373257955

[31] https://www.reuters.com/world/middle  -east/thirteen -dead-israeli-strike -gaza-school-says news-agency
2024-07-06/

[32] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844859534037098 ;
https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844863665381602

[33] https:/itwitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844859534037098

[34] https://itwitter.com/idfonlin  e/status/1809844863665381602 ; https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809
662765461897511; https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809949526528074073 ;
https://t.me/hamza20300/265854

[35] https://t.me/nedalps/4249 ; https://t.me/khalaya_almujahidin/14754

[36] https://itwitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844871584240124

13 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG ¥4,V &



[37] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844871584240124
[38] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844874335658402

[39] https://it.me/elagsa_1965/6764 ; https://t.me/s/alwya2000 ; https://t. me/gassamlbrigades/2628 ;
https://t.me/gassamlbrigades/2629 ; https://t.me/sarayaps/18273

[40] https://t.me/qgassamlbrigades/2628

[41] https://t.me/elagsa_1965/6765 ; https://t. me/sarayaps/18274

[42] https://t.me/sarayaps/18275

[43] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844866219757580

[44] https:/itwitter.com/idfonline/status/1809844866219757580

[45] https:/lt.me/sarayaps/18275 ; https://t.me/qassamlbrigades/2623 ; https://t. me/elagsa_1965/6757 ; htt
ps:/it.me/sarayaps/18262 ; https://t.me/gassamlbrigades/2606 ; https://t.me/sarayaps/18205 ;
https://t.me/khalaya_almujahidin/14738

[46] https://t.me/elagqsa_1965/6763; https://t.me/hamza20300/265862; https://t.me/hamza20300/265859

[47] https://x.com/idfonline/status/180965353368938 5042;
https://x.com/GLZRadio/status/1809630903120880071; https://t.me/moriahdoron/11588

[48] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1809653533689385042

[49] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1809653536298349018

[50] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1809653536298349018

[51] https://t.me/mmirleb/5320

[52] https:/Ix.com/idfonline/status/1809858631040368976; https://t. me/mmirleb/5324
[53] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1809858631040368976

[54] https://it.me/moriahdoron/11588

[55] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/18098873328 51478886;
https://x.com/GLZRadio/status/1809852756800213143

[56] https:/Ix.com/GLZRadio/status/1809847432890425507
[57] https://t.me/mmirleb/5328; https://x.com/GLZRadio/status/1809903875463188984
[58] https://www.iswresearch.org/2024/06/iran  -update-june-2020-2024.htm|

[59] https://www.mako dot co.il/news -military/security -q2_2016/Article -
alel1f368f4a451004.htm;https://www.ynet.co dot il/articles/0,7340,L -2539596,00.html

14 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG ¥4,V &



[60] https://www.iswresearch.org/2024/06/iran  -update-june-2020-2024.html

[61] https:// t.me/C_Military1/49682; https://t.me/mmirleb/3891,
https://twitter.com/GLZRadio/status/1795102132397314306; https://t.me/mmirleb/4283;
https://t. me/mmirleb/4757; https://t. me/mmirleb/4939

[62] https://t.me/moriahdoron/11588

[63] https:/iwww.timesofisrael dot com/giant -missile-detecting-balloon-begins-operational -use-over-
northern -israel/amp/

[64] https://t.me/mmirleb/5323;

https://t.me/mmirleb/5324;

https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1809858634496586126;

https://t. me/mmirleb/5326;

https://t. me/mmirleb/532  8;

https://t. me/mmirleb/5330;

https://t.me/mmirleb/5332;

https://t.me/moriahdoron/11602;

https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1809975389202379164;

https://t.me/mmirleb/5334;

https://t.me/mmirleb/5336

[65] https://it.me/moriahdoron/11602; https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1809957371046752614;
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/07/middleeast/american  -injured -hezbollah-missiles-israel-intl -

latam/index.html

[66] https://en.irna dot ir/news/85531667/Terrorist  -plot-foiled -in-southeastern-Iran -at-election-night
; https://www.irna dot ir/news/85531562/

[67] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-april -26-
2024 ; https://lwww.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran  -update-march-25-2024

[68] https://www.l eader dot ir/fa/content/27418/ ; https://www.leader dot ir/fa/content/27424/
[69] https://www.tasnimnews dot com/fa/news/1403/04/17/3118161/
[70] https://iwww.iranintl.com/en/202407061691

[71] https://www.thetimes.com/world/middle  -east/article/irans -supreme-leader-election-boycott-president-
regime-hixmqg9pcn

15 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG ¥4,V &



[72] https://www.irna dot ir/news/85524363/;  https://www.iranintl.com/en/202406299919 ;
https://www.mashreghnews dot ir/news/1619051/

[73] https://www.leader dot ir/fa/content/27418/

16 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG ¥4,V &



17

,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ Rl :DU DQG $4,fV &



ISW

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Iran Update Bl o

CRITICAL
THREATS

lIran Update, July 8, 2024

Andie Parry, Alexandra Braverman, Kelly Campa, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, Siddhant Kishore, Marcus
Mildenberger, and Nicholas Carl

Information  Cutoff: 2:00 pm ET

Iran is expanding its domestic drone and missile production capacities, which would enable further
Iranian military support to Russia and the Axis of Resistance. Reuters, citing commercially available satellite
imagery, reported on July 7 that Iran has expanded two defense industrial sites outside Tehran City in recent months.[1] The
satellite imagery indicated that Iran has built over 30 new buildings at the two sites, which are meant to support the
manufacturing of ballistic missiles and drones. A Western analyst that Reuters cited assessed that the expansion began at
one site2the Khojir missile production complex 2in August 2023 and at the other site 2the Shahid Modarres basezin
October 2023.[2] The buildings are apparently still under construction. Anonymous Iranian officials speaking to Reuters
claimed that Iran would transfer t he drones and missiles produced at these facilities to Russia, the Houthis, and Lebanese
Hezbollah. The satellite imagery of the Iranian sites also showed dirt berms surrounding many of the new structures,
indicating the nearby presence of highly combustible materials.[3] The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
oversees both sites undergoing construction.



Iranian Drone and Missile Production Sites
As of July 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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The expansion of the Iranian defense industrial sites comes amid discussions between Iran and Russia to expand their
military cooperation. Politico, citing anonymous sources, reported in April 2023 that Iran was negotiating a deal with Russia
and China to send missiles to support the Russian invasion of Ukraine.[4] Western officials and media moreover indicated
in January 2024 that Iran and Russia were continuing negotiations to supply Iranian missiles to Russian forces.[5] Reuters
reported in February 2024, citing anonymous Iranian sources, that Tehran had sent short-range ballistic missiles to
Russia.[6]

Iranian short -range ballistic missiles could improve the Russian ability to penetrate Ukrainian air defenses. Kremlin -
affiliated milblogger Rybar claimed in February 2024 that the acquisition of Iranian missiles would enable Russian forces

WR KLW 3UNHWPIRIVQH. BQ WThé& Ukdairtisin ‘Air F@rce spokesperson similarly said in February 2024 that Russia
DFTXLULQJ VXFK PLVVLOHV ZRXOG SRVH DhkVRisstRaKigh WiKad/Hekchanye s &N bfBhieQH ~ >
strategic partnership that has developed between Moscow and Tehran since 2022, which CTRSW has covered
extensively.[9]

Iranian President -elect Masoud Pezeshkian appears to be associating himself with members of the
moderate Hassan Rouhani administration, which was in power from 2013-21. Pezeshkian identified former
Foreign Affairs Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif as one of his close advisers and supports while running for the
presidency.[10] Zarif served in the Rouhani administration and played a prominent role in negotiating the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.[11]5RXKDQLTV ,QIRUPDWLRQ DQG &RPPXQLFDWLRQV 7HFKQF
Azari Jahromi has separately been advising Pezeshkian throughout his campaign.[12]Pezeshkian has since winning the
presidential elections met other members of the Rouhani administration, such as Rouhani himself and former Economic
Affairs and Finance Minister Ali Taib Nia. The connection between Pezeshkian and the Rouhani administration could
indicate that Pezeshkian will draw from this network to build his cabinet. That Pezeshkian may be rallying support from
BRXKDQLYV FLUFOHV ZRXOG EH XQVXUSULVLQJ JLYHQ WKDW 3H]J]HVKNLDQ KDV
base independently. Pezeshkian will remain considerably constrained in his cgpacity as president, regardless of support

from Rouhani and his network.

Masoud Pezeshkian held a phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin on July 8, marking one of his first known call
with a foreign official as president -elect.[13] Pezeshkian advocated for the continued expansion of Russelranian ties on the
call.

Key Takeaways:

X lIran -Russia cooperation: Iran is expanding its domestic drone and missile production capacities, which
would enable further Iranian military support to Russia and the Axis of Resistance.

x Iran Domestic Politics: Iranian President -elect Masoud Pezeshkian appears to be associating himself with
members of the moderate Hassan Rouhani administration, which was in power from 2013-21.

x Gaza Strip: Israel and international mediators are weighing options for interdicting Hamas weapons
smuggling into the Gaza Strip in the event of an Israeli withdrawal from the Philadelphi Corridor.
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Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War
As of July 8, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Gaza Strip
Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip
X Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The Israel Defense Force (IDF) 98th Division continued operations in Shujaiya on July 8.[14] Israeli forces
destroyed militia infrastructure and struck dozens of fighters who were firing anti -air anti -tank munitions.[15] The IDF 7th
Brigade raided and destroyed a Hamas headquarters and fighting compound in a school and clinic in Shujaiya.[16] The IDF

said that the Hamas Shujaiya Battalion hid[17] _ The IDF Givati Brigade located and destroyed a weapons production site
containing dozens of machine guns, mortars, grenades,[18]Palestinian fighters mortared Israeli forces in Shujaiya on July

8.[19]

The IDF 99th Division launched araid targeting Tal al Hawa, southwest Gaza City, on July 8.[20] The IDF
Commando and 8th Reservist brigades, along with Shin Bet , presumably moved northward into Gaza City from the
Netzarim Corridor.[21] The raid focuses on the UNRWA headquarters in Gaza City that Hamas and Palestinian Islamic

Jihad (P1J) have used to detain and interrogate individuals, hide fighters, and store weapons.[22] Israeli forces will also

focus on locating central hubs of militia activity and hiding sites during the operation.[23] 7KLV UDLG PDUNV WKH '
re-clearing operation into t he Tal al Hawa neighborhood.[24] The IDF last cleared Tal al Hawa in February 2024 but has
operated in adjacent neighborhoods since.[25] 7TKH ,') GHVWUR\HG D WXQQHO QHWZRUN DQG D +D
the UNRWA headquarters during the February 2024 operation.[26]

Hamas and P1J targeted Israeli forces advancing into Tal al Hawa on July 8. Hamas and PIJ targeted Israeli armor with at
least five separate improvised explosive device (IED) attacks in Tal al Hawa.[27] Two of the Hamas IED attacks used
explosively formed penetrators, which is a particularly lethal and advanced type of IED.[28] Hamas and PIJ also targeted
Israeli forces with rocket propelled grenades, anti-personnel mines, and mortars.[29]

The IDF issued evacuation orders for Sabra, Rimal, Tal al Hawa, and Daraj neighborhoods of Gaza City on
July 8.[30] Israeliforces are actively operating in the evacuation area.[31] The IDF Arabic-language spokesperson ordered
residents to evacuate to Deir al Balah in the central Gaza Strip.[32] Evacuees must cross through the IDFcontrolled
Netzarim Corridor to get to Deir al Balah. The IDF uses the Netzarim Corridor to prevent Palestinian fighters from moving
freely across the Gaza Strip as well as for launching raids.

Hamas and PIJ targeted Israeli forces and a headquarters along the Netzarim Corridor with mortar and
rocket fire on July 8.[33]

The IDF 162nd Division continued clearing operations in Rafah on July 8. Israeli forces located tunnel shafts,
confiscated weapons, and killed over 30 Palestinian fighters in Rafah.[34] Palestinian fighters did not claim attacks
targeting Israeli forces in Rafah on July 8.

The IDF described the status of clearing operations in Rafah to several foreign journalists on a tour of the southern Gaza
Strip on July 3.[35] The IDF estimated that it has killed at least 900 members of the Hamas Rafah Brigade and 15,000
Hamas fighters in the Strip overall.[36] Thousands of Hamas fighters reportedly fled Rafah before the IDF
advanced.[37] The IDF said that Palestinian fighters have rigged hundreds of houses to explode throughout Rafah.[38] The
IDF has in contrast dismantled dozens of rigged-to-detonate buildings in Shujaiya.[39] These types of houseborne
improvised explosive device (HBEID) attacks have inflicted the heaviest casualties on Israeli forces throughout the strip.
The IDF has also discovered that Hamas installed cameras to montor Israeli forces and plan attacks.[40] Hamas and its
allied militias had months to prepare traps, surveillance assets, and ambushes in Rafah as Israeli forces cleared other parts
of the Gaza Strip.
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of July 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of July 8, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Israel and international  mediators are weighing options for interdicting Hamas weapons smuggling into
the Gaza Strip in the event of an Israeli withdrawal from the Philadelphi Corridor. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said on July 7 that any ceasefire deal would have to ensure that Hamas could not replenish its depleted
arms supplies through smuggling along the Egypt-Gaza Strip border.[41] The IDF is currently preventing weapons
smuggling through its control of the border strip, also known as the Philadelphi Corridor. The current ceasefire proposal
would require Israeli forces to withdraw from the Gaza Strip, including from the Netzarim and Philadelphi
Corridors.[42] US, Israeli and Egyptian officials discussed how to prevent Hamas from smuggling weapons into the Gaza
Strip from Egypt in Cairo on July 8.[43] Egyptian officials have reportedly agreed to work with the United States to construct
D 3KLWK FK” XQGHUJUR X@@vdnDrugdpbrts Brisubigivg into the Gaza Strip from the Sinai Peninsula.[44] Israel
is also reportedly considering covering the border in sensors to detect new digging.[45] The IDF has discovered dozens of
tunnels that reach the Egyptian border from the G aza Strip.[46]

The Associated Press (AP) reported on July 8 that several senior Hamas officials advocated for accepting

a ceasefire agreement proposed by the United States, citing internal communications seen by AP.[47] AP

stated that several unspecified Hamas officials in Gaza signed a statement urging exiled Hamas political leaders in Qatar to
DFFHSW WKH FHDVHILUH SURSRVHG E\ 86 BUHVLGHQW -RH %YLGHQ FLWLQJ KHD"
the ZDU $Q LQGLYLGXDO IDPLOLDU ZLWK :HVWHUQ LQWHOOLJHQFH WROG $3 WK
-XQH" DQG RULJLQDWHG IURP 3PXOWLSOH VHQLRU RIILFLDOV LQVLGH +DPDVY
officials declined to comment on the report. Hamas withdrew its previous demand that Israel commits to an end to the

war.[48] Hamas now demands that the US, Egypt, and Qatar commit to continue negotiations on the second phase of the

deal without a specified timeframe.[49] CTP-,6: SUHYLRXVO\ QRWHG WKDW +DPDVY UHTXHVWHG
drag on negotiations indefinitely with no mechanism to compel it to release the remaining hostages.[50]

Three Palestinian militias launched two rocket barrages targeting an Israeli military site at Nahal Oz,

which is in Israel east of Shujaiya, on July 8.[51] Palestinian militias have accelerated the rate at which they target
Nahal Oz since the IDF began an operation into Shujaiya on June 27.[52]Palestinian fighters also targeted an IDF site near
Kerem Shalom on July 8.[53] The IDF Air Force separately sruck two loaded rocket launch sites in Khan Younis and Gaza
City on July 8.[54]
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Recordedreports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
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