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The Iran  Update provides insights  into  Iranian  and Iranian -sponsored activities  abroad  that 
undermine  regional  stability  and threaten  US forces and interests. It  also covers events and trends 
that  affect the stability  and decision-making  of the Iranian  regime. The Critical  Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American  Enterprise  Institute  and the Institute  for  the Study of War  (ISW)  provides these 
updates regularly  based on regional  events. Click  her e to  see CTP and  �,�6�:�¶�V interactive  map  
of  Israeli  ground  operations.  This map is updated daily  alongside the static  maps present in  this 
report.  
 
CTP-ISW defines the �³�$�[�L�V of �5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´ as the unconventional  alliance  that  Iran  has cultivated  in 
the Middle  East since the Islamic  Republic came to power  in  1979. This transnational  coalition  is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that  cooperate to secure their  collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself  to be both part  of the alliance  and its leader. Iran  furnishes these groups with  
varying  levels of financial,  military,  and political  support  in exchange for  some degree of influence or  
control  over their  actions. Some are traditional  proxies that  are highly  responsive to Iranian  
direction,  while  others are partners  over which  Iran  exerts more limited  influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united  by their  grand  strategic  objectives, which  include eroding  and eventually  
expelling American  influence from  the Middle  East, destroying  the Isr aeli state, or  both. Pursuing  
these objectives and supporting  the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian  regional  strategy.  
 
We do not report  in  detail  on war  crimes because these activities  are well -covered in  Western media 
and do not directly  affect the military  operations  we are assessing and forecasting.  We utterly  
condemn violations  of the laws of armed  conflict  and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against  
humanity  even though we do not describe them in these reports.  
 
Key  Takeaways :  
�x Gaza  Strip:  Israeli forces continued re-clearing Shujaiya in Gaza City. Hamas combat units began 

reconstituting there after Israeli forces withdrew in April 2024.  
�x West  Bank:  Israeli forces conducted a drone strike killing a senior PIJ official in Tulkarm. The 

official was responsible for recent militia activity targeting civilian and military targets.  
�x Northern  Israel:  Lebanese Hezbollah conducted 10 attacks into northern Israel. One of the 

attacks involved a one-way attack drone that injured nine Israelis.  
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 Gaza  Stri p 

Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  
�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the 

Gaza Strip 
�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 
 
The  Israel  Defense  Forces  (IDF)  98th  Division  continued  clearing  operations  in  Shujaiya,  
Gaza  City,  on  June  30.  The IDF began operations in Shujaiya to degrade a reconstituted Hamas 
battalion and to demolish underground military infrastructure on June 27.[ 1] The IDF Paratroopers 
Brigade and 7th Brigade are leading the raid with support from the  Givati  and Golani brigades.[2]  The 
IDF first focused on raiding a Hamas facility in a school in central Shujaiya, where Israeli forces seized 
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weapons and Hamas intelligence documents.[3] An Israeli military correspondent reported the raid in 
Shujaiya is expected to take several weeks to complete.[4] IDF 98th Division elements directed dozens 
of strikes on Palestinian militia infrastructure in Shujaiya.[5]  

Palestinian militias have claimed at least 11 attacks targeting Israeli forces in Shujaiya since CTP-ISW's 
last data cut-off on June 29.[6]  This attack rate is consistent with Israeli reports that Palestinian 
fighters are engaging Israeli forces in Shujaiya but that the intensity of fighting does not meet the level 
the IDF encountered in Jabalia weeks prior.[7]  IDF officers previously described the fighting in Jabalia 
during the May 2024 re -clearing operation as some of the most intense of the war.[8] 

The  IDF  99th  Divi sion  continued  operations  along  the  Netzarim  corridor  south  of  Gaza  
City  on  June  30.[9]  Israeli forces destroyed Palestinian militia infrastructure near the 
corridor.[10]  Palestinian fighters, including Hamas, conducted at least four indirect fire attacks 
targeting Israeli forces along the corridor.[11]  Palestinian militias have also consistently targeted Israeli 
armor south of Tal al Hawa since June 27.[12] Commercially available satellite imagery indicated that 
Israeli armor has systematically cleared land north of the Netzarim corridor near Tal al Hawa since 
June 20. 
 
Israeli  forces  continued  operations  in  several  areas  of  Rafah  on  June  30.[13]  The IDF 
162nd Brigade engaged several Palestinian fighters and destroyed tunnel shafts in Rafah.[14] The IDF 
12th Brigade and Yahalom combat engineering unit have uncovered and destroyed a tunnel network in 
eastern Rafah over the past week.[15] The tunnel had several entrance points, including one near a 
school.[16]  The IDF Air Force struck and destroyed a mortar in  a tunnel shaft and at least nine rocket 
launch positions in Rafah.[17] Local Palestinian sources reported that IDF armor repositioned in Brazil 
neighborhood, central Rafah, and Shakoush, western Rafah.[18] Hamas targeted an Israeli military 
bulldozer with  an explosively formed penetrator, setting it on fire, south of Tal al Hawa in western Rafah 
on June 29.[19] Palestinian fighters targeted Israeli forces with rockets, rocket -propelled grenades 
(RPG), and improvised explosive devices (IED) in southwestern Rafah.[20]  Palestinian fighters also 
targeted Israeli forces in eastern and central Rafah.[21] 
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Palestinian  Islamic  Jihad  (PIJ)  and  the  Palestinian  Mujahideen  Movement  separately  
targeted  an  IDF  site  in  Israel  east  of  Shujaiya  on  June  30.[22]  
 

 
Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
 
West  Ban k  
 
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  
�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 
 
The  IDF  conducted  a drone  strike  that  killed  senior  PIJ  member  Saeed  Jaber  in  Nour  
Shams  refugee  camp,  Tulkarm,  on  June  30.[23]  The IDF and Shin Bet monitored and targeted 
�I�R�X�U�� �´�V�H�Q�L�R�U�´�� �3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �L�Q�V�L�G�H�� �D�Q�� �D�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �1�R�X�U�� �6�K�D�P�V�¶�� �D�O�� �0�D�Q�V�K�L�\�D��
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neighborhood.[24]  The IDF reported that the strike killed Jaber and an unspecifi ed number of fighters 
tied to an attack that killed an Israeli citizen in Qalqilya on June 22.[25]  The IDF said that the 
apartment was used to assemble IEDs and prepare for attacks.[26] Palestinian sources reported that 
the strike injured five Palestinians .[27]  

�3�,�-���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���-�D�E�H�U���D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V���R�I���3�,�-�¶�V���7�X�O�N�D�U�P���%�U�L�J�D�G�H���>�����@ The IDF tied Jaber to recent 
shooting and IED attacks along the border wall near Bat Hefer.[29]  The IDF also stated that Jaber 
directed attacks that used small arms and IEDs to target civilians and Israeli forces in 
Tulkarm.[30]  Jaber is a relative of senior PIJ official Abu Shujaa and had previously survived an 
assassination attempt, according to Palestinian sources.[31] Hamas and other Palestinian militias 
released statements m�R�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �-�D�E�H�U�¶�V�� �G�H�D�W�K���>�����@ Palestinian sources reported that thousands of 
�3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q�V���P�D�U�F�K�H�G���L�Q���-�D�E�H�U�¶�V���I�X�Q�H�U�D�O���L�Q���1�R�X�U���6�K�D�P�V���>�����@ 

Israeli  forces  raided  Faraa  refugee  camp  in  Tubas  and  detained  several  wanted  
Palestinians  on  June  30.[34]  The al Aqsa Mart�\�U�V�¶���%�U�L�J�D�G�H�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���I�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q���)�D�U�D�D���U�H�I�X�J�H�H��
camp with small arms and detonated IEDs.[35]  
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction  of clashes and demonstrations  in  the West Bank. 
 
Southern  Lebanon  and  Golan  Height s 
 
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  
�x Deter Israel from conducting a  ground operation into Lebanon  
�x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term  
�x Expel the United States from Syria 
 
Lebanese  Hezbollah  conducted  at  least  10 attacks  into  northern  Israel  since  CTP-ISW's  
data  cut  off  on  June  29.[36]  Hezbollah stated that it launched a drone attack targeting the IDF 
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�������W�K�� �%�U�L�J�D�G�H�¶�V�� �$�U�P�R�U�H�G�� �%�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�� �D�W�� �5�D�Z�L�\�D�� �E�D�U�U�D�F�N�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �*�R�O�D�Q�� �+�H�L�J�K�W�V��on June 30.[37]  Israeli 
Army Radio reported that an explosive drone exploded near Merom Golan and injured nine people.[38]  
 

 
 
Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
 
Iran  and  Axis  of  Resistanc e 

Nothing significant to report.  
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Information  Cutoff:  2:00pm  ET  
 

Hardline  presidential  candidate  Saeed  Jalili  will  likely  win  the  Iranian  presidential  election  in  the  runoff  
race  on  July  5. No candidate received the majority of votes needed to win the Iranian presidential election on June 28 and 
Iran will hold a runoff election between the two most popular candidates �² ultraconservative Saeed Jalili and reformist 
Masoud Pezeshkian�² on July 5.[1] Pezeshkian received 10.4 million votes while Jalili received around 9.5 million. The 
second most prominent hardline candidate �² Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf�² received around 3.4 million votes in the first 
round of elections on June 28, which was not enough to compete in the runoff election.[2]  At least some Ghalibaf voters will 
presumably back Jalili in the runoff election, however, giving Jalili a significant advantage over Pezeshkian. Pezeshkian has 
also struggled to consolidate support among Iranian youth, a key voter demographic for the reformist faction.[3]  Pezeshkian 
is unlikely to garner enough support to win against Jalili, especially since social media users have circulated statements in 
recent days of Pezeshkian boasting about his role in enforcing unpopular policies such as mandatory veiling.[4]  
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The  Iranian  regime  is  attempting  to  frame  the  July  5 presidential  runoff  elections  as a fair  and  competitive  
race,  despite  Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei  indicating  a preference  for  hardline  candidate  Saeed  
Jalili.   Khamenei has repeatedly expressed concern about low voter turnout rates in recent years and views participation 
�L�Q���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���D���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�F�\���>���@ Iranian regime officials during this 
election cycle hav�H�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�P�H�¶�V�� �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�F�\�� �E�\�� �E�R�D�V�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �3�H�]�H�V�K�N�L�D�Q�¶�V�� �F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�F�\��
�L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�F�\�� �R�I�� �,�U�D�Q�¶�V�� �H�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V���>���@ Some Iranian university students confronted   Pezeshkian in a 
meeting on June 16, framing his cand�L�G�D�F�\���D�V���D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���R�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�P�H���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���D�Q���³�L�O�O�X�V�L�R�Q���R�I���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�´��
�D�Q�G���D�Q���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���E�\���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�P�H���W�R���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�L�]�H���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���³�>���@ The June 28 voter turnout rate was nevertheless unprecedently 
low at 40 percent, with the lowest recorded rates in Kermanshah, Kurdistan and Tehran provinces.[8]  It is noteworthy that 
a significant percentage of anti-regime protests during the Mahsa Amini movement occurred in Kurdistan and Tehran 
provinces, suggesting continued disillusionment with the Irania n regime in these regions.[9] 
 

 
 
Khamenei  and  segments  of  �,�U�D�Q�¶�V clerical  establishment  have  indirectly  demonstrated  a preference  Jalili  
in  recent  days,  making  a Pezeshkian  win  unlikely  regardless  of  how  many  votes  he  receives.  Khamenei 
expressed foreign and nuclear policy views on June 25 that closely align with ultraconservative hardline presidential 
�F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�� �6�D�H�H�G�� �-�D�O�L�O�L�¶�V�� �Y�L�H�Z�V���� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L�� �H�Q�G�R�U�V�H�V�� �-�D�O�L�O�L���>�����@ Khamenei also indirectly criticized 
�3�H�]�H�V�K�N�L�D�Q�¶�V���F�Dmpaign policies on the same date, making it unlikely that Khamenei will permit him to become president. 
Segments of the Iranian clerical establishment may also back Jalili. Reformist-affiliated Entekhab News posted a screenshot 
on July 1 that it claimed showed coordination among Iranian clerics to campaign for Jalili in villages and cities across 
Iran.[11]  Entekhab also circulated reports on July 1 that the influential Qom Seminary in Iran will close this week for its 
students and teachers to help improve voter turnout. Entekhab suggested that the Qom Seminary closures corroborated 
reports of clerics campaigning for Jalili.[12]  It is likely, if the Qom Seminary closures are indeed connected with reports of 
clerics campaigning, that students and teachers will disperse to their hometowns�² specifically rural areas�² to generate 
support for Jalili. Rural and sparsely populated areas have historically served as a bastion of support for the regime and its 
hardline policies.[13]  Roughly 35 percent of the Iranian popula tion lives in rural areas and political engagement in these 
areas could furthermore improve voter turnout rates while benefiting Jalili.[14]  
 
The  Supreme  Leader  will  risk  further  deteriorating  regime  legitimacy  in  the  unlikely  event  that  Pezeshkian  
garners  enough  votes  to  win  the  election.  �.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L���K�D�V���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H�G���3�H�]�H�V�K�N�L�D�Q�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�F�K�R�H�G���-�D�O�L�O�L�¶�V���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U��
and foreign policies, indicating that Khamenei endorses Jalili over Pezeshkian. It is therefore unlikely that Khamenei will 
permit Pezeshkian to win, regardless of whether Pezeshkian �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�V���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���Y�R�W�H�V�����5�D�L�V�L�¶�V�������������H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V��
that Khamenei is comfortable engineering elections to advantage his preferred candidate.[15] The Guardian Council denied 
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the candidacies of several prominent politicians in the 2021 elections and Raisi therefore faced no significant competition 
in the race. It is unclear, however, how Khamenei will advantage his preferred candidate if Pezeshkian is able to generate 
increased support and win the election this week. The regime engineered the election results between reformist Mir Hossein 
Mousavi and hardline Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2009, galvanizing a months -long anti -regime protest wave.[16] Khamenei 
will risk further deteriora ting regime legitimacy and possibly kickstarting unrest in the unlikely event that Pezeshkian 
garners significant support in the coming days. 
 
Palestinian  militia  groups  in  the  West  Bank  appear  to  be strengthening  at  the  expense  of  the  Palestinian  
Authority.  Palestinian militia fighters, Israeli military officials, and Palestinian Authority officials told the  New York 
Times that Palestinian militia organizations control refugee camps in the West Bank by refusing to allow Palestinian 
Authority security forces to enter.[17]  Palestinian fighters have prevented Palestinian Authority officials from entering 
refugee camps since before October 7, according to Palestinian media.[18] Fighters in Nur al Shams, east of Tulkarm, fired 
small arms at Palestinian Authority forces in June 2023 when the Palestinian Authority attempted to remove barriers that 
Palestinian militia fighters had pl aced at the entrances of the camp to prevent Israeli forces from entering.[19] Palestinian 
militia control of refugee camps in the West Bank provides a relatively safe area for Palestinian militias to build new 
capabilities and plan operations against both the IDF and the Palestinian Authority.  
 
The  Palestinian  �$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�¶�V inability  to  exert  effective  control  over  refugee  camps  in  the  West  Bank  has  
significant  implications  for  the  post -war  situation  in  the  Gaza  Strip,  if  these  statements  to  the  New  York  
Times  are  accurate.  The Palestinian Authority remains extremely unpopular, and Hamas will be able to easily justify 
continued resistance to the Palestinian Authority in the Gaza Strip if the authority assumes control with Israeli backing. A 
surviving Hamas in the Gaza Strip will attempt to rapidly resume its control over the Gaza Strip and continue its efforts to 
undermine the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. Hamas sees control over the Gaza Strip as an interim step to creating 
an Islamist Palestinian state controlling  all of Israel and the Palestinian territories.[20]  
 
The  Iranian -guided  effort  to  establish  combined  battalions  in  the  West  Bank  since  at  least  2022  is  almost  
certainly  contributing  to  the  gradual  strengthening  of  Palestinian  militia  groups  in  the  West  
Bank.  Palestinian militias �² under Iranian direction �² have created a series of combined battalions in the West Bank since 
�D�W���O�H�D�V�W�������������� �P�R�G�H�O�H�G���R�Q�� �W�K�H���/�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �'�H�Q���P�L�O�L�W�L�D���L�Q���1�D�E�O�X�V���>�����@ The New York Times interviewed a former Fatah militia 
member who had defected to Palestinian Islamic Jihad and now leads one of these combined battalions in Tulkarm.[22] This 
�E�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �D�O�O�� �3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �I�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�H�D���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �3�,�-���� �+�D�P�D�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �D�O�� �$�T�V�D�� �0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶��
Brigade.[23]  Palestinian militias in combined units are able to unify planning and logistics by combining their resources, 
�W�K�X�V���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�¶���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H�� 
 
Israeli  security  measures  will  likely  constrain  the  �J�U�R�X�S�V�¶ ability  to  quickly  expand  their  capabilities,  
however.  Israeli counter -smuggling efforts and IDF control over access to the West Bank make it challenging for 
Palestinian militia groups to successfully access enough materiel to build advanced explosive devices or weapon systems at 
scale. Israeli security forces have successfully interdicted relatively large smuggling operations throughout and prior to this 
war.[24]  Major Israeli raids also disrupt the activity of nascent militia cells before these cells have time to build large 
stockpiles of weapons and explosives.[25] CTP-ISW  has  not  observed  a major  and  consistent  change  in  militia  
capabilities  during  the  war.  
 
Iran  is  likely  continuing  its  efforts  to  arm  West  Bank  militias  by  smuggling  arms  through  Jordan  into  the  
West  Bank.  The IDF thwarted an attempt to smuggle handguns and rifle parts into the West Bank from Jordan on July 
1.[26] Three smugglers attempted to cross the border from Jordan into the northern West Bank.[27]  Israeli border police 
and the IDF searched the area and discovered three bags containing over 75 handguns and dozens of M16 rifle components, 
including upper receivers, bolts, and charging handles.[28]  Israeli security forces have not apprehended the three suspects 
at the time of writing.[29]  The July 1 smuggling attempt is consistent with other Iranian -backed smuggling attempts. 

Iran is supplying Palestinian militias with weapons to improve their capabilities and to foment unrest against 
Israel.[30]   Both Israeli and Jordanian police have thwarted numerous attempts in recent months by Iran and its partners 
to transport small arms,  explosives, mines, and rockets across the Jordan-West Bank border.[31] Iranian -backed smugglers 
often use established multinational narcotics -smuggling networks and routes to smuggle arms from Syria into Jordan.[32]  

The  Israel  Defense  Forces  (IDF)  98th  Division  continued  clearing  operations  to  degrade  a reconstituted  
Hamas  battalion  and  to  demolish  underground  military  infrastructure  in  Shujaiya,  Gaza  City,  on  July  
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1.[33]  The IDF re-entered Shujaiya on June 27.[34] Hamas fighters in Shujaiya have targeted Israeli forces with 
sophisticated weapons, such as explosively formed penetrators, supporting the IDF assessment that the Hamas Shujaiya 
Battalion has at least partially r econstituted since the IDF last operated in the area in April 2024.[35]  �7�K�H���,�'�)���N�L�O�O�H�G���+�D�P�D�V�µ��
Shujaiya Battalion commander and his deputy in December 2023, which led them to conclude the battalion was 
�´�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\���G�D�P�D�J�H�G���´�>�����@ The IDF assesses that Hamas has partially rebuilt its battalion from new recruits and Hamas 
fighters from other degraded battalions.[37]  One element of reconstitution is reorganization, in which a commander 
redistributes the resources at their disposal to restore attrited units to a minimal level of effectiveness.[38]  Building 
composite units by combining several degraded or combat ineffective battalions is one common way to reorganize a force 
to be minimally combat effective. Israeli forces operating in Shujaiya have also destroyed weapons productions sites during 
�W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �G�D�\�V�� �R�I�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �+�D�P�D�V�¶�� �6�K�X�M�D�L�\�D�� �%�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J�� �V�P�D�O�O-scale weapons 
production to replenish its stockpiles and aid in regeneration tasks.[39]  CTP-ISW previously observed that Hamas cells 
have probably established a rear area in Jabalia or northern Shujaiya, from which they can mount attacks on IDF units along 
the Israel-Gaza Strip border.[40]  
 
The  IDF  issued  evacuation  orders  for  eastern  Khan  Younis  on  July  1.[41] An IDF evacuation order typically 
means that Israeli forces will enter the area within 24 hours to begin clearing operations.[42]  PIJ launched 20 rockets from 
Khan Younis into southern Israel roughly 10 hours before the IDF issued the order on July 1.[43]  The IDF Air Force struck 
the launch site shortly after PIJ fired the barrage.[44]   An Israeli military correspondent reported on June 23 that Hamas is 
reconstituting its military and governance structures in Khan Younis in the absence of Israeli forc e presence.[45] The IDF 
withdrew its forces from Khan Younis on April 7.[46]  Hamas is also working to reassert local control in Khan Younis by 
deploying fighters on the streets, managing local policing, and taking over humanitarian aid shipments.[47]  Hamas is 
restoring its governing organizations as well, which has prompted the IDF to target Hamas officials involved in these 
activities.[48]  �+�D�P�D�V�¶���U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���.�K�D�Q���<�R�X�Q�L�V���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���,�'�)���W�R���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���D���V�K�R�U�W-term raid into Khan Younis. 
An IDF operation into Khan Younis may also target Hamas political and military leadership. CTP -ISW previously noted that 
�W�K�H���,�'�)�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z���L�W�V���I�R�U�F�H�V���I�U�R�P���.�K�D�Q���<�R�X�Q�L�V���H�Q�D�E�O�H�G���+�D�P�D�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���W�R���I�O�H�H���W�R���.�K�D�Q��
Younis.[49]  Hamas l�H�D�G�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S���<�D�K�\�D���6�L�Q�Z�D�U���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���K�L�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���³�Y�D�V�W�´���W�X�Q�Q�H�O���V�\�V�W�H�P���E�H�Q�H�D�W�K���.�K�D�Q���<�R�X�Q�L�V����
according to unspecified US officials speaking to the New York Times.[50] �+�D�P�D�V�� �I�L�J�K�W�H�U�V�¶�� �R�S�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �P�R�Y�H�� �Q�R�U�W�K�Z�D�U�G��
contributed to their decision to not bec ome decisively engaged in Rafah. 
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Iranian -backed  Iraqi  militias  threatened  to  target  US interests  in  Iraq  and  the  Middle  East  in  the  event  of  
an  Israeli  operation  into  southern  Lebanon.  The Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee, a coordinating body 
comprised of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias, met on June 30 and threatened to target US interests in Iraq and the region and 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���³�S�D�F�H���D�Q�G���W�\�S�H�´���R�I���L�W�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�I���,�V�U�D�H�O���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�V���D major military offensive into Lebanon.[51]  Iranian -backed 
militias initially paused attacks against US forces in the region in February 2024 after IRGC Quds Force Commander 
Brigadier General Esmail Ghaani traveled to Baghdad and ordered a pause on the attack campaign after a Kataib Hezbollah 
drone attack killed three US soldiers in Jordan in January 2024.[52]  �7�K�H�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�¶�� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �L�V�� �S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\��
inconsistent with a Saudi report that alleged Iranian -backed Iraqi militias would intervene in Lebanon by sending fighters 
and weapons to Lebanese Hezbollah if Israel launches a major military offensive into Lebanon. Both the IRGC and 
Hezbollah reportedly had reservations against such plans, which is consistent with the long-standing Iranian desire to avoid  
an overt regional war against the United States and Israel.  �7�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�¶�V���Q�H�Z�O�\���D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H�G���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���L�V���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�¶�V���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���,�V�U�D�H�O-Hamas war thus far.[53]  

The Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee most recently threatened to resume its attack campaign on US forces and 
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���0�L�G�G�O�H���(�D�V�W���R�Q���-�X�Q�H�����������F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���,�U�D�T�L���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H���I�R�U���D���8�6���W�U�R�R�S���Z�L�W�K�G�U�Dwal 
from Iraq.[ 54] The June 30 Coordination Committee statement citing a possible Israeli offensive into Lebanon as a trigger 
for new attacks comes after individual attempts by Iranian -backed Iraqi militia groups to resume attacks on US 
forces.[55] Emirati state media reported that other Islamic Resistance in Iraq militia leaders have disagreed with Kataib 
�+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K�¶�V���F�D�O�O�V���W�R���U�H�V�X�P�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���8�6���I�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q���,�U�D�T���V�L�Q�F�H���$�S�U�L�O���������������.�D�W�D�L�E���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���K�D�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\���E�H�J�X�Q���W�R��
�³�U�H�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�´�� �L�W�V�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �S�D�X�V�H�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�V���>�����@ Qais Khazali, who is the secretary general of Iranian-backed Iraqi militia 
Asaib Ahl al Haq, similarly threatened on June 24 to attack US interests if Israel launched a major military offensive into 
Lebanon.[57] Such calls appear to encourage action that would disobey the orders from the IRGC Quds Force commander 
in January to stop attacks. 

The June 30 Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee statement also identified targeting the under -construction Aqaba-
�%�D�V�U�D�� �R�L�O�� �S�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �%�D�V�U�D���� �,�U�D�T�� �W�R�� �$�T�D�E�D�� �S�R�U�W�� �V�R�X�W�K�� �R�I�� �-�R�U�G�D�Q���� �D�V�� �D�� �³�V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J�� �S�R�L�Q�W�´�� �I�R�U�� �Q�H�Z�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�V���>�����@ The 
Coordination Commit tee claimed that Aqaba-Basra oil pipeline is a �³malicious project aimed at draining Iraqi resources and 
�S�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���S�D�W�K���W�R�Z�D�U�G���Q�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���,�V�U�D�H�O�´�����7�K�H���S�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���,�U�D�T���D�V���L�W���Z�L�O�O���R�I�I�H�U���D��key 
�D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�� �S�R�U�W�� �W�R�� �,�U�D�T�¶�V�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�V�� �W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O���� �H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�I�\�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�� �U�R�X�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �O�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �,�U�D�T�¶�V��
economy with those of its Arab neighbors.[59]  The Coordination Committee and Iran may assess that this declared strategy 
of attacking Jordanian targets is less likely to elicit a US response and is therefore less risky than targeting US forces in the 
region. This lower-risk strategy would also be consistent with the long-standing Iranian desire to keep its militia activity at 
a level that does not cause the United States to seriously threaten Iranian assets. 

Key  Takeaways:  
 

�x Iran:  Hardline presidential candidate Saeed Jalili will likely win the Iranian presidential election in the 
runoff race on July 5. 

�x West  Bank:  Palestinian militia groups in the West Bank appear to be strengthening at the expense of the 
�3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����7�K�H���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�¶�V���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���H�[�H�U�W���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Y�H�U���U�H�I�X�J�H�H���F�D�P�S�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
West Bank has significant implications for the po st-war situation in the Gaza Strip, if statements to Western 
Media about strengthening militia groups in the West Bank are accurate.  

�x Northern  Gaza  Strip:  The IDF continued operations aimed at degrading a reconstituting Hamas Battalion 
in Shujaiya. Hamas commanders in Shujaiya may have formed a composite unit there by combining multiple 
degraded or combat ineffective units to form one combat effective unit. Forming a composite unit is one method 
through which reconstitution takes place.  

�x Southern  Gaza  Strip:  The IDF issued evacuation orders for eastern Khan Younis on July 1. These 
evacuation orders typically precede Israeli operations.  

�x Iraq:  Iranian -backed Iraqi militias threatened to target US interests in Iraq and the Middle East in the event 
of an Israeli operation into southern Lebanon. The groups identified the under -construction Aqaba-Basra oil 
pipeline between Basra, Iraq, and Aqaba, Jordan, as a starting point for a new attack campaign. 

�x Yemen:  Houthi media published footage on June 30 of a Houthi attack targeting a bulk cargo carrier with a 
new model of unmanned surface vessel. 
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Gaza  Strip  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip  
�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

 
The  IDF  99th  Division  continued  operations  along  the  Netzarim  Corridor,  south  of  Gaza  City,  on  July  1. The 
IDF 8th Reservist Armored and 3rd Reservist Infantry Brigades have operated from the Netzarim Corridor to target 
Palestinian fighters and militia infrastructure for the past month.[60]  The IDF said on July 1 that the two brigades have 
killed dozens of Palestinian fighters and destroyed over 100 militia sites near the corridor.[61]  An officer in the 3rd Brigade 
said that the 99th Division is consistently finding evidence of militia activity, such as weapons and explosives, in almost 
every building its f orces enter near the corridor.[62]  The two brigades, assisted by Yahalom combat engineers, have also 
discovered, investigated, and destroyed a 1 km-long tunnel south of Tal al Hawa over the past few weeks.[63] Commercially 
available satellite imagery indicated that Israeli armor has cleared land north of the Netzarim corridor near Tal al Hawa 
since June 20. The IDF said that Palestinian fighters used the tunnel to move across the Strip.[64] Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ) mortared Israeli forces along the N etzarim Corridor on July 1.[65]  The IDF 99th Division directed a strike on a 
Palestinian fighter who targeted Israeli forces with rocket fire.[66]  
 
Israeli  forces  destroyed  an  underground  PIJ  rocket  factory  in  Tal  al  Sultan  on  July  1. The IDF 89th Commando 
and 401st Brigades assisted by the Yahalom engineering unit destroyed and raided a PIJ rocket production site underground 
in Tel al Sultan.[67]  The IDF said the site was the largest PIJ rocket and long-range rocket production site found this far in 
Gaza Strip.[68]  Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters above and below ground during the raid and demolition.[69]  PIJ 
reportedly produced hundreds of rockets at the site that it used to target Israel over the past several years.[70] The IDF 
assessed the factory's destruction damaged PIJ's rocket production capability.[71] Israeli clearing operations in Rafah have 
focused on dismantling Palestinian militia underground infrastructure, such as this underground rocket factory.  

Palestinian fighters continued to target Israeli forces operating in several sectors of Rafah on July 1. Hamas detonated a 
house its fighters rigged to explode targeting Israeli forces inside in eastern Rafah on July 1.[72] The explosion killed one 
Israeli  soldier and injured nine others.[73]  Palestinian fighters also targeted Israeli forces in western and central 
Rafah.[74] Local Palestinian reports indicated Israeli armor continues to hold positions along the Philadelphi corridor, 
which is consistent with  �W�K�H�� �,�'�)�¶�V�� �S�O�D�Q�� �W�R�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�� �W�R�� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�� �+�D�P�D�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �E�H�L�Q�J��
resupplied with weapons from Egypt.[75]  
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Shin  Bet  released  Hamas -affiliated  director  of  al  Shifa  Hospital  from  detention  in  Israel  on  July  1.[76]  Shin 
�%�H�W���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���������3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q���G�H�W�D�L�Q�H�H�V���L�W���G�H�H�P�H�G���³�O�H�D�V�W���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V�´���G�X�H���W�R���D���O�D�F�N���R�I���V�S�D�F�H���L�Q���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���G�H�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���>�����@ Al 
Shifa Hospital Director Mohamed Abu Salmiya was one of those released. Israeli forces detained Abu Salmiya in Gaza City 
on the grounds that he allowed Hamas to use the hospital as a command headquarters.[78] Israel said that the director 
�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �+�D�P�D�V�� �W�R�� �X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�¶�V�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�X�Q�Q�H�O�� �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���>�����@ The Israeli defense 
minister and prime min �V�W�H�U�� �E�R�W�K�� �F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q�H�G�� �6�K�L�Q�� �%�H�W�¶�V�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�� �$�E�X�� �6�D�O�P�L�\�D���>�����@ Shin Bet directly blamed 
�,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�� �%�H�Q�� �*�Y�L�U�¶�V�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �R�Y�H�U�F�U�R�Z�G�H�G�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �G�H�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W��
necessitated the July 1 release.[81] Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu called for in immediate inquiry into the hospital 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�¶�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���>�����@ 
 
Palestinian  militias  launched  two  rocket  barrages  targeting  eight  Israeli  towns  and  military  sites  near  the  
Gaza  Strip  on  July  1.[83]  
 

 
Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
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West  Bank  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 
 
Israeli  forces  have  engaged  Palestinian  fighters  in  at  least  two  locations  since  CTP-ISW's  last  data  cut -off  
on  June  30.[84]  �+�D�P�D�V���� �W�K�H���D�O���$�T�V�D���0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶�� �%�U�L�J�D�G�H�V���� �D�Q�G���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �,�V�O�D�P�L�F���-�L�K�D�G���I�L�U�H�G���V�P�D�O�O���D�U�P�V���D�Q�G���G�H�W�R�Q�D�W�H�G��
improvised explosive devices (IED) in separate attacks targeting Israeli forces conducting a raid in Tulkarm.[85]  
 

 
This map is not an exhaustive depiction  of clashes and demonstrations  in  the West Bank. 
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Southern  Lebanon  and  Golan  Heights  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  

�x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon  
�x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term  
�x Expel the United States from Syria 

 
Lebanese  Hezbollah  conducted  at  least  six  attacks  into  northern  Israel  on  July  1.[86]  The IDF said on June 
30 that a Hezbollah drone attack wounded 18 Israeli soldiers, including one soldier with serious injuries.[87]  Hezbollah said 
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���W�K�H���,�'�)���������W�K���%�U�L�J�D�G�H�¶�V���D�U�P�R�U�H�G���E�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q���D�W���5�D�Z�L�\�D���E�D�U�U�D�F�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H���*�R�O�D�Q���+�H�L�J�K�W�V���>��8]  The IDF 
has recently highlighted the difficulties it faces in intercepting Hezbollah drones.[89]  
 

 
Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
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