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The Iran  Update provides insights  into  Iranian  and Iranian -sponsored activities  abroad  that  
undermine  regional  stability  and threaten  US forces and interests. It  also covers events and trends 
that  affect the stability  and decision-making  of the Iranian  regime. The Critical  Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American  Enterprise  Institute  and the Institute  for  the Study of War  (ISW) provides these 
updates regularly  based on regional  events. Click here to see CTP and �,�6�:�¶�V interactive  map of Israeli  
ground  operations.  This map is updated daily  alongside the static  maps present in  this report.  
Click here to subscribe to the Iran  Update. 
 
CTP-ISW defines the �³�$�[�L�V of �5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´ as the unconventional  alliance  that  Iran  has cultivated  in  
the Middle  East since the Islamic  Republic came to power  in  1979. This transnational  coalition  is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that  cooperate to secure their  collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself  to be both part  of the alliance  and its leader. Iran  furnishes these groups with  
varying  levels of financial,  military,  and political  support  in  exchange for  some degree of influence or  
control  over their  actions. Some are traditional  proxies that  are highly  responsive to Iranian  
direction,  while  others are partners  over which  Iran  exerts more limited  influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united  by their  grand  strategic  objectives, which  include eroding  and eventually  
expelling American  influence from  the Middle  East, destroying  the Israeli  state, or  both. Pursuing  
these objectives and supporting  the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian  regional  strategy.  
 
We do not report  in  detail  on war  crimes because these activities  are well -covered in  Western media 
and do not directly  affect the military  operations  we are assessing and forecasting.  We utterly  
condemn violations  of the laws of armed conflict  and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against  
humanity  even though we do not describe them in these reports.  
 
Key  Takeaways:  

�x Gaza  Strip:  Palestinian fighters have continued to defend against Israeli forces in western 
Rafah. The IDF announced on June 16 it has begun executing a daily 11-�K�R�X�U���³�W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���S�D�X�V�H�´��
along a route east of Rafah to increase humanitarian aid delivery into the southern Gaza 
Strip.  

�x West  Bank:  �,�V�U�D�H�O�L���I�R�U�F�H�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���W�K�H���D�O���$�T�V�D���0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶���%�U�L�J�D�G�H�V���L�Q���D�O���)�D�U�D�D���U�H�I�X�J�H�H���F�D�P�S����
Tubas, and Balata refugee camp, Nablus. 

�x Southern  Lebanon  and  Golan  Heights:  �7�K�H�� �,�'�)�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�H�S�W�H�G�� �D�� �´�V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V�� �D�H�U�L�D�O��
�W�D�U�J�H�W�´���R�Y�H�U���/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H���D�L�U�V�S�D�F�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J���1�D�K�D�U�L�\�D�� 

�x Yemen:  United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) reported two explosions 
near a vessel approximately 40 nautical miles south of al Mokha, Yemen. 
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Gaza  Strip  

Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  
�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations 

in the Gaza Strip 
�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 
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The  National  Resistance  Brigades  conducted  a mortar  attack  targeting  Israeli  forces  
southeast  of  Zaytoun  on  June  15.[1]  
 
The  al  Aqsa  �0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶ Brigades  conducted  mortar  and  rocket  attacks  targeting  Israeli  
forces  along  the  Netzarim  Corridor  on  June  16.[2]  
  
Palestinian  fighters  have  continued  to  defend  against  Israeli  forces  in  western  Rafah  
since  CTP�±ISW's  last  data  cut  off  on  June  15. The al Qassem Brigades and National Resistance 
Brigades mortared Israeli forces around Tal al Sultan.[3]  The al Quds Brigades fired a rocket propelled 
grenade targeting an Israel Defense Forces (IDF) vehicle in Saudi neighborhood.[4]  
 
The  IDF  announced  on  June  16 it  has  begun  executing  a daily  11-hour  �³�W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O �S�D�X�V�H�´ 
along  a route  east  of  Rafah  to  increase  humanitarian  aid  delivery  into  the  southern  Gaza  
Strip.[5]  The IDF stated that it decided to suspend military activities daily between 0800 and 1900 
local time along an approximately 10.5 kilometer route that leads from the Kerem Shalom crossing 
along Salah ad Din Road to al Fukhkhari, south of Khan Younis.[6]  The IDF stated that there will be no 
changes to how humanitarian aid enters the Gaza Strip.[7]  UN officials previously said in May 2024 
that heavy fighting around Kerem Shamon crossing made it too dangerous for UN trucks inside the 
Gaza Strip to reach the crossing.[8]  Scott Anderson, who is a senior official at UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA), said that the pauses should allow UNRWA and other aid 
groups to coordinate with trucks at Kerem Shalom crossing in safer conditions and without needin g to 
coordinate with the IDF. [9]  �7�K�H�� �,�'�)�� �K�D�V�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �³�W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�� �S�D�X�V�H�V�´�� �L�Q�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O��
neighborhoods in the Gaza Strip to facilitate humanitarian aid delivery to Palestinian civilians. [10]  The 
new 11-�K�R�X�U���G�D�L�O�\���W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���S�D�X�V�H�V���D�U�H���O�R�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���F�R�Y�H�U���D���O�D�U�J�H�U���D�U�H�D���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���,�'�)�¶�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���S�D�X�V�H�V�� 
 
The IDF said that the pauses began on June 15.[11] Israeli media reported that several Israeli officials 
�Z�H�U�H�� �X�Q�D�Z�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�'�)�¶�V�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �S�U�L�R�U�� �W�R�� �L�W�V�� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W��[12] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
�1�H�W�D�Q�\�D�K�X�� �W�R�O�G�� �W�K�H�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�X�V�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �³�Q�R�W�� �D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H���´[13] The IDF 
clarified that the fighting in Rafah will continue despite the tactical pauses east of the city. [14] 
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Israel  will  only  continue  ceasefire  negotiations  with  Hamas  based  on  the  US-proposed  
ceasefire  agreement  supported  by  the  UN  Security  Council,  according  to  an  unidentified  
senior  Israeli  negotiator.[15]  �7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���+�D�P�D�V���P�D�G�H���³�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O�´���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�R���³�G�R�]�H�Q�V��
�R�I�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�´�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���� �7�K�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �R�Q�� �P�H�G�L�D�W�R�U�V�� �W�R�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�� �W�K�H��
outline of the proposal. Hamas Political Bureau Chairman Ismail Haniyeh claimed that H amas and 
�R�W�K�H�U���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V���K�D�Y�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���³�J�U�H�D�W���I�O�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���´���L�J�Q�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���+�D�P�D�V���K�D�V���Q�R�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G��
its maximalist negotiating position since December 2023. [16] Haniyeh accused Israel of rejecting 
�+�D�P�D�V�¶�� �I�O�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �³�F�L�U�F�X�P�Y�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�F�H�L�Y�H�´�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�R�U�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�V�F�X�H�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �K�R�V�W�D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
continue military operations in the Gaza Strip. White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan 
said that Egyptian and Qatari mediators will approach Hamas to inquire whether the group will accept 
the US-proposed ceasefire.[17] 
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The  al  Aqsa  �0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶ Brigades  launched  a salvo  of  rockets  targeting  the  IDF  Sufa  site  in  
southern  Israel  on  June  16.[18]  
 

 

West  Bank  

Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  
�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 
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Israeli  forces  engaged  the  al  Aqsa  �0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶ Brigades  in  al  Faraa  refugee  camp,  Tubas,  and  
Balata  refugee  camp,  Nablus,  on  June  16.[19]  
 

 
This map is not an exhaustive depiction  of clashes and demonstrations  in  the West Bank. 
 
Southern  Lebanon  and  Golan  Heights  
 
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  

�x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon  
�x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term  
�x Expel the United States from Syria 
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Iranian -backed  militias,  including  Lebanese  Hezbollah,  conducted  an  attack  into  
northern  Israel  on  June  16.[20]  �7�K�H���,�'�)�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�H�S�W�H�G���D���´�V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V���D�H�U�L�D�O���W�D�U�J�H�W�´���R�Y�H�U���/�H�E�D�Q�H�V�H��
airspace approaching Nahariya.[21] 
 

 
Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  

Iran  and  Axis  of  Resistance  

United  Kingdom  Maritime  Trade  Operations  (UKMTO)  reported  two  explosions  near  a 
vessel  approximately  40  nautical  miles  south  of  al  Mokha,  Yemen,  on  June  16.[22]  The 
explosions did not cause any injuries or damage to the nearby vessel, and the vessel continued to its 
next port of call.  



9  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������4 
 

US Central  Command  (CENTCOM)  published  an  update  about  the  Palauan -flagged,  
Ukranian -owned,  Polish -operated  commercial  vessel  Verbena  on  June  15.[23]  The 
Houthis struck the  Verbena in the Gulf of Aden on June 13 with two anti -ship cruise missiles, causing 
fires onboard.[24]  CENTCOM reported that the Verbena�¶�V���F�U�H�Z���L�V�V�X�H�G���D���G�L�V�W�U�H�V�V���F�D�O�O���D�Q�G���D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�H�G��
�V�K�L�S���R�Q���-�X�Q�H���������G�X�H���W�R���³�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���I�L�U�H�V���D�Q�G���D�Q���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���W�K�H�P���´[25]  The Cayman Islands-
flagged commercial vessel Anna Meta responded to the distress call and rescued the crew. CENTCOM 
noted that the Iranian Artesh Navy frigate  Jamaran  was eight nautical miles from the Verbena but did 
not respond to the distress call. UKMTO reported on June 15 that the crew of an unspecified vessel 
abandoned their vessel after the Houthis attacked it, likely referencing the Verbena.[26]  
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Information Cutoff: 2:00pm ET  

Iranian presidential candidates discussed the economy in the first debate for the 
upcoming election.[1] The debate occurred on June 17. Below are the key takeaways from what the 
three presumed frontrunners said in the debate. 

�x Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf (hardliner): Ghalibaf expressed openness to nuclear 
negotiations with the West in order to remove sanctions from the economy.[2]  Ghalibaf 
�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���D���S�K�D�V�H�G���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���F�R�X�O�G���Z�R�U�N���W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�O�L�H�I�����*�K�D�O�L�E�D�I�¶�V���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V��
are consistent with reports from Iranian opposition outlets saying that advisers to Ghalibaf have 
approached Western diplomats in recent weeks. CTP-ISW noted at the time that the outreach is 
possibly meant to set conditions for the resumption of nuclear negotiations if Ghalibaf becomes 
president.[3]  Ghalibaf also lamented that economic agreements that Iran has signed with China 
and Russia have not yet been operationalized.[4]  Ghalibaf separately identified inflation as one 
of the most pressing economic issues. 

�x Saeed Jalili (hardliner). Jalili contrastingly downplayed the importance of nuclear 
negotiations with the West. [5]  Jalili criticized past Iranian presidents, specifically Hassan 
Rouhani, for relying on international agreements to solve economic issues. Jalili instead 
promoted an agenda focused on autarkic policies and self-sufficiency. Jalili attributed issues, 
such as inflation and the struggling private sector, to resource mismanagement. 

�x Masoud Pezeshkian (reformist). Pezeshkian advocated for expanding economic diplomacy 
with regional and extra -regional countries.[6]  Pezeshkian asserted that Iran needs economic 
interaction with other countries in order to grow its economy. He specifically called for Iran to 
increase its exports and foreign investment. Pezeshkian separately stated that international 
sanctions have been �D���³�G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�´���I�R�U���,�U�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H��
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.[7]  

The dates and topics of the upcoming Iranian presidential debates are as follows:[8]  

June 20  justice-oriented services to the government 
June 21  Culture and social cohesion 
June 24  �,�U�D�Q�¶�V���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G 
June 25  The economy 
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Iran has begun running computer models that could support the research and 
development of nuclear weapons.[9] The purpose of the models is unclear. US and Israeli 
intelligence services have learned of the models and are investigating further, according to Axios. 

The use of these models comes as Iran has expanded its nuclear program in recent months.[10]  
Anonymous diplomats told Reuters on June 12 that Iran is installing new centrifuges at its nuclear 
facilities at Natanz and Fordow, increasing the Iranian capacity to enrich uranium. [11] The Iranian 
stockpile of 60 percent enriched uranium separately increased by over 15 percent from February to May 
2024, according to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), bringing the stockpile to around 
6,201 kilograms.[12] The expansion of the Iranian nuclear program is especially noteworthy given that 
senior Iranian officials have threatened repeatedly to pursue nuclear weapons in recent months.[13] 

Key Takeaways:  

�x Iran: Iranian presidential candidates discussed the economy in the first debate for the 
upcoming election. 

�x Iran has begun running computer models that could support the research and development of 
nuclear weapons. 

�x Gaza Strip: A senior Israeli negotiator told Agence France-Presse that Hamas still holds 
�³�G�R�]�H�Q�V�´���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�R�V�W�D�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S�� 

�x An Israeli Army Radio correspondent reported on June 18 details from an IDF Southern 
�&�R�P�P�D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���+�D�P�D�V�¶���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S�� 

�x West Bank:  Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters in at least two locations in the West 
Bank. 

�x Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights:  Lebanese Hezbollah conducted three attacks into 
northern Israel.  

�x Iraq: The US State Department designated Harakat Ansar Allah al Awfiya (HAAA) as a Specially 
Designated Global Terrorist. 

�x Yemen: US CENTCOM said that it has destroyed four Houthi radars and one Houthi unmanned 
surface vessel in Yemen. 
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