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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers eventsand trends
that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project
(CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides
theseupdates regularly basedon regional events. Click here to seeCTPand , 6 :  Mteractive map of
Israeli ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this
report. Click here to subscribe to the Iran Update.

CTP-ISW defines the 3$[Lo¥ 5 HV LV Wabd f@d-thConventional alliance that Iran has cultivated in
the Middle East since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to securetheir collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes thesegroups with
varying levelsof financial, military, and political support in exchangefor somedegree of influence or
control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistanceare united by their grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually
expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing
these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of
Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes becausetheseactivities are well-covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity eventhough we do not describe them in thesereports.

Key Takeaways:

x Gaza Strip: Israeli forces launched a raid targeting Palestinian militias in Sabra and
Zaytoun neighborhoods of Gaza City.
x Political Negotiations: Hamas stated that it will engage the latest Israeli proposal
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x West Bank: Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters in eight locations across the West
Bank.

x Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights: Lebanese Hezbollah conducted 11 attacks into
northern Israel.

x lIrag: The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed a drone attack targeting Israel.

x Yemen: The Houthis claimed six drone and missile attacks targeting commercial and US
naval vessels.



Tebaor ISW

...............

STUDY OF WAR
(;:;ITICAL
THREATS
) THE DR. JACK LONDON
/‘ GEOSPATIAL FUND
Syria
Israel confirmed that Haifa ‘
: d e Nof Hagalil
1ft agreed \?{Htl} ;t}l:e Lebanese Hezbollah
c;::é‘f?:s Il;r(;)possl conducted 11
attacks into Israel
. Netanya
that US President Joe o Nablus)
Biden recently Tel Aviv  West
described R, Bank
EB“ 4 ¢ Ramallah
Ashdod Jerusalem
e Gaza 4
e Beer Sheva Israeli forces engaged
Palestinian fighters in
eight locations in the
Egypt Israel West Bank

The Houthis claimed six drone and
missile attacks targeting commercial
and US military vessels

Jordan
0 50 100 2(Q0 Kilometers
1 1 1

LY

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Nnel" Am
- : 7 3 Thomas Bergeron, Toin Thacker, Brian Carter, Ashka Jhaver'i, Johanna

GaZd Strlp and m GOlan Helghts Moore, Andie Parry, Kelly Campa, Kathryn Tyson, Annika/Ganzeveld,

West Bank Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, and Alexandra Braverman

© 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEIT's Critical Threats Project

Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations

in the Gaza Strip
x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip
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The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) announced on June 1that it launched a raid into the
Sabra and Zaytoun neighborhoods of Gaza City.[1] Israeli forces have conducted multiple
operations in this area of Gaza City throughout the war.[2] The IDF deployed its joint special operations
multidimensional unit and two reserve brigades under the 99th Division for the raid. [3] The IDF said
on June 2 that the multi -dimensional unit cooperated with the IDF Air Force to attack a Palestinian
militia squad in a building. [4] The IDF 99th Division is currently operating along the Netzarim
Corridor, which the IDF uses to launch raids against Hamas fighters and infrastructure in the northern
and central Gaza Strip[5] Palestinian militias conducted attacks targeting Israeli forces along the
corridor and in Sabra.[6] CTP-ISW has previously stated that Hamas exploits the IDF raid-based model
to protect Palestinian forces and facilitate reconstitution efforts. [7]

Israeli forces continued clearing operations in several sectors of Rafah on June 2. The
IDF confirmed that its Givati Brigade has advanced into the Yabna refugee camp[8] Palestinian
militias have claimed several attacks targeting Israeli forces around the camp since May 28[9] The IDF
said on May 31 that its units are operating in central Rafah, where the camp is located[10] Israeli forces
located weapons in the camp, including anti-aircraft machine guns.[11]Israeli forces engaged
Palestinians fighters near the Philadelphi Corridor, of which the IDF said it took control on May 29. [12]

Unspecified US and Israeli officials said that Israel adjusted its military operations in
Rafah to avoid crossing the US Joe Biden DGPLQLVWU R2EVIEINRJABY Israel originally
planned to deploy two divisions to conduct clearing operations in Rafah.[14] The United States
expressed concern that such action could increase civilian casualties significantly[15] President Biden

said on May 8 that the United States will stop supplying Israel with certain weapons if Israel conducts

a major military operation into Rafah. [16] The latest reporting is consistent with other reports that
,VUDHO zZDV SODQQLQJ D OLPLWHG DWWDFN WDUJHWLQJ +DPDV
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of June 2, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Hamas stated on May 31 that it is willing to engage "positively and constructively"  with

the latest |Israeli ceasefire proposal, so long as it meets +DP DYV faximalist
demands.[18] Hamas restated that its demands are a permanent ceasefire, the withdrawal of Israeli
forces from the Gaza Strip, the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip, the return of displaced Palestinians,
DQG D 3JHQXLQH" SULY1B®lahtas WADr8spGndibgCto a speech on May 31 from US
President Joe Biden, who urged Hamas to accept the latest Israeli ceasefire proposal. The proposal
outlines three phases that include the withdrawal of Israeli forces and a permanent ceasefire[20] Biden

did not specify how many Israeli hostages or Palestinian prisoners would be released in this proposal,
QRU GLG KH VSHFLI\ WKH OHQJWK RI SKDVHV WZR DQG WKUHH
necessarily reflect a change in its position.
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US officials stated that Biden's speech aimed to garner international support for the proposal and
increase pressure on Hamas to accept the deal2l] % LGHQ ZDUQHG WKDW +DPDVY UHM
could lead to an escalation of the war. A senior US official mentioned that the proposal is "nearly
identical" to one presented by Hamas three weeks prior[22] The United States, Qatar, and Egypt
published a joint statement on June 2 calling for Israel and Hamas to agree to the ceasefire proposal

that Biden referenced in his speech[23]

Israel confirmed on June 1that it agreed with the framework of the ceasefire proposal

that President Biden described.[24] Ophir Falk, who is a senior adviser to Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, confirmed that Israeli approves the deal but also noted that a permanent
ceasefire would only be possible once Israel achieves all its war aims. US officials expressed optinsm,
noting that Israel did not oppose Biden's speech or dispute that it accurately reflected the latest Israeli

proposal.[25]

An Israeli intelligence source confirmed on June 2that Hamas killed aclan leader in the
Gaza Strip, disrupting an Israeli plan to replace Hamas as the primary governing
authority in the strip.[26] Israel tried to persuade the Dughmush clan to assume responsibility
from Hamas. The clan leaders were reportedly open to such discussiond27] Hamas then killed the clan
leader, which CTP-ISW assessed at the time was meant to reassert Hamas control of the northern Gaza
Strip. Israeli security analyst Ronen Solomon noted that no other force in the southern Gaza Strip is as
powerful as the Dughmush clan. Senior Israeli officials are now working to find credible alternative
rulers for the strip, aiming to persuade younger, more moderate Fatah members to govern and coexist
with Israel. [28] Hamas has been rebuilding its military and governing authority in the northern Gaza
Strip since Israeli forces reduced their presence in December 2023. Hamas has a long history of
violently suppressing political opposition in Gaza, and this incident highl ights its determination to
thwart Israeli efforts to replace it.

Palestinian  militias conducted two indirect fire attacks into Israel on June 2.[29] The
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine fired rockets at an IDF site. [30] The Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine fired rockets at Israeli forces near the Kerem Shalom border crossing
between Israel and the Gaza Strip[31] Kerem Shalom is the main entry point for humanitarian aid into
the Gaza Strip.
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Attacks into Israel from the Gaza Strip

As of June 2, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Recordedreports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
West Bank

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least eight locations in the West
Bank since CTP-ISW's last data cut off on June 1.[32]
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Significant Activity in the West Bank

As of June 2, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon

x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term
x Expel the United States from Syria
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Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least 11 attacks into northern Israel since CTP-
ISW's last data cutoff on June 1.[33] The IDF intercepted an aerial target in northern Israel, which
caused alarms near Nahariya[34] Neither Hezbollah nor a Palestinian militia has claimed
responsibility for the attack at the time of this writing.

Attacks into Northern Israel from Lebanon

As of June 2, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Recordedreports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

I[ran and Axis of Resistance
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The Islamic Resistance in Irag 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqgi militias 2 claimed a
drone attack targeting an unspecified 3Y L WWDDU Jik Bilat on June 1.[35] Israeli officials
and media have not commented on the attack at the time of this writing.

The Houthis claimed six drone and missile attacks targeting US Navy ships and merchant

vessels in the Red Sea, Arabian Sea, and Indian Ocean on June 1.[36] The Houthis claimed

that they conducted two attacks targeting the US aircraft carrier USSDwight D. Eisenhower north of

the Red Sea in the past 24 hourd37] The Houthis purportedly used drones and missiles in the first

attack and unspecified weapons in the second attack[38] There is no evidence that these attacks
RFFXUUHG 7KH +RXWKLV DOVR FODLPHG WKH\ 3GLUHFWO\ KLW
drones.[39] US Central Command (CENTCOM) reported that it intercepted two Houthi anti -ship
ballistic missiles targeting the USS Gravely destroyer in the southern Red Sea on June 140] The
Houthis additionally claimed two attacks targeting the Malta -flagged MAINA merchant vessel in the

Red Sea and the Arabian Sea, one attack targeting the Marshall Islandslagged AL ORAIQ LNG tanker

in the Indian Ocean, and one attack targeting the Malta-flagged ABLIANI crude oil tanker in the Red
Sea[41] CENTCOM reported that it intercepted one Houthi drone in the southern Red Sea on June 1

and that two other Houthi drones crashed into the Red Sea without causing damage or injuries.[42] The
8QLWHG .LQJGRP ODULWLPH 7UDGH 2SHUDWLRQV UHSRUWHG WKD\
GLVWDQFH IURP WKH YHVVHO ™ DSSUR[LPDWHO\ QDXWLFDO PLO
southern Red Sea on June 143]
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Houthi Attacks in the Red Sea

As of June 2, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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https://www.vesselfinder.com/vessels/details/9693068

[42] https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/1797080594985140483

[43] https://x.com/UK_MTO
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Hardliners overwhelmingly dominate the candidate pool for the upcoming Iranian  presidential
election. The registration period for the election ended on June 3, and 80 individuals registered to compete in the
election.[1] The Guardian Council 2 a regime body responsible for supervising elections and approving candidates? will vet
candidates between June 4 and10, and the Interior Ministry will then announce the final list of presidential candidates on
June 11.[2] The Guardian Council has historically disqualified moderate and reformist figures to advantage hardline
candidates.[3]

The following individuals registered between June 1 and 3:

X Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf.[4] *KDOLEDI LV D KDUGOLQH SROLWLFLDQ ZKR KD
speaker since 2020.[5] Parliamentarians recently re-elected Ghalibaf as parliament speaker on May
28.[6] Ghalibaf is a long-time member of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), having served as the
IRGC Air Force commander between 1997 and 2000.[7]He is a very well-connected politician who maintains
close personal relationships with the highest echelons of the IRGC dating back to the Irantlraq War.[8] Ghalibaf
alsoservedaslraQV SROLFH FKLHI EHWZHHQ DQG > @

X Vahid Haghanian.[10] Haghanian is a close aide to Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. Haghanian serves as
.KDPHQHLTV ([HFXWLYH '"HSXW\ DQG 'HSXW\ IRU 6SHFLDO $IIDLUV DQG
and senior Iranian politicians.[11] Iranian media noted on June 3that +DJKDQLDQ KDV 3DOZD\V EHL!
WKH 6XSUHPH /HDGHU Y VIHe@8 Heéaskr Ddp@rtrhentsar@tioned Haghanian in 2019 for acting
RQ EHKDOIl Rl .KDPHQHLYV RIILFH DQG QRWHG WKDW +DJKDQLDQ 3KDV I
han G ~> Th@US Treasury Department added that Haghanian is a former military commander and usually
accompanies Khamenei on social engagements.[14][+ DJKDQLDQ HPSKDVL]HG RQ -XQH WKD\
GHFLVLRQ WR UHJLVWHU IRU @etlnXISIFRPLQJ SUHVLGHQWLDO

X Zohreh Elahian, Hamida Zarabadi, and Hajar Chenarani.[16] Three women registered for the
upcoming presidential election. The Guardian Council has never allowed a woman to compete in a presidential
election.[17] Elahian is a hardline politician and a former member of the Parliamentary National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee.[18] The Canadian government sanctioned Elahian in March 2024 for supporting
the dealth penalty of protesters involved in the Mahsa Amini movement.[19] Zarabadi is a reformist politician
ZKR UHSUHVHQWY 4D]YLQ 3URY L Q\bbtf Wistddds] v Peliaént.[20) ZArgb@di stated on
June 3 that her cabinet would be composed of men and women representing every ethnicity, religion, and class
if she became president.[21]

X Mehrdad Bazrpash and Mohammad Esmaili.[22] Two current Ebrahim Raisi administration officials
UHJLVWHUHG IRU WKH XSFRPLQJ SUHVLGHQWLDO HOHFWLRQ %D]JUSCLC
GHYHORSPHQW PLQLVWHU DQG (VPDLOL VHUYHV DV ,UDQTV FX®@WIXUH D
KHDGHG ,UDQYV WZR ODUJHVW FDU PDQXIDFWXULQJ FHe PEitedBtdtty, theé $,3 $
United Kingdom, Australia, and Canada announced coordinated sanctions against Esmaili on the anniversary
RI ODKVD $PLQLTV GHDW R3 lochiSrdlS WweihiBrEighe mandatory veiling law.[24]



x Ali Reza Zakani.[25] Zakani is a hardline politician who has served as the mayor of Tehran since
2021.[26] The Guardian Council barred Zakani from running in the 2013 and 2017 presidential
elections.[27] Zakani competed in the 2021 presidential election but ultimately withdre w his candidacy in
support of Raisi.[28] Zakani previously headed the Student Basij Organization during the crackdown on student
protesters in July 1999.[29]

x Eshag Jahangiri.[30] -DKDQJLUL LV D UHIRUPLVW SROLWLFLDQ ZKR VHUYHG
former President Hassan Rouhani between 2013 and 2021.[31]Jahangiri withdrew from the 2017 election in
support of Rouhani.[32] The Guardian Council barred Jahangiri from competing in the 2021 presidential
election.[33]

X Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.[34] $KPDGLQHMDG LV D KDUGOLQH SROLWLFLDQ ZzZK
between 2005 and 2013.[35] The Guardian Council barred Ahmadinejad from competing in the 2017 and 2021
presidential elections.[36]

Iran is continuing to increase its enriched wuranium stockpile, according to a statement by International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi during an IAEA Border of Governors

meeting on June 3.[37] Grossi stated that the IAEA had not been able to access Iranian nuclear sites for over three years

and that Iran had made no progress in resolving outstanding safeguards issues. Safeguards are IAEA activities that enable

the IAEA to verify that a state is not using its nuclear programs for nuclear-ZHD SR QV S X U S®rbsdi\added ti@t
3SXEOLF VWDWHPHQWY PDGH LQ ,UDQ" PDGH DERXW ,UDQYV DELOLW\ 3WR SUF
QXFOHDU GRFWULQH" LQFUHDVHGHKEVRURQFMQBVY DEREW FRMKSOHWHQHVYV
GHFODUDWLEBRYLDQ @RIILFLDOV KDYH LQFUHDVLQJO\ QRUPDOL]JHG GLVFXVVLR
weapon in recent months, as CTP previously reported.[40]

The Associated Press cited a confidential IAEA report on May 27 that reported that Iran increased its stockpile of 60 percent
enriched uranium from 121.5 kilograms to 142.1 kilograms (a 16.95 percent increase).[41Weapons-grade uranium is
uranium that is enriched to 90 percent purity. A US expert noted on May 28 that, based on the confidential IAEA report,

Iran could produce enough weapons-grade uranium (WGU) for almost eight nuclear weapons in the first month after

breakout.[42]

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on June 3 that Israel will not agree to a permanent
ceasefire until Israel achieves its war objectives.[43] US President Joe Biden outlined the latest Israeli ceasefire
proposal and encouraged both Hamas and Israel to accept it during a speech on May 31.[44He said that the proposal
includes an initial six -week ceasefire with a partial Israeli military withdraw al and the release of some hostages while Hamas

and Israel negotiate a permanent end to hostilities.[45] 1HWDQ\DKX VDLG RQ -XQH WKDW %LGHQTYV |
RQO\ 3SDUWstdelhas>xon@med that it approves the proposal that Biden outlined but insisted that a permanent
ceasefire is only possible once Israel achieves its war objectives.[47Two right-ZLQJ PHPEHUV RI 1HWDQ\DKXuV
threatened to dissolve the Israeli government if Netanyahu agrees to end the war.[48] Netanyahu said that Israel is insisting

that a second phase of the ceasefire can begin only after there is an agreement on the terms of the complete
ceasefire.[49] This would allow Israel to retain the right to resume fighting in the Gaza Strip as long as Israel views that the
negotiations are futile. Netanyahu said during a closed-door parliamentary meeting that Israel could initiate the first phase

of the proposal without an agreement on what follows.[50]

Hamas official Suheil al Hindi told The Washington Post on June 3 that Hamas is still discussing the
ceasefire proposal that Biden presented.[51] Hamas told international mediators that it wants a detailed proposal

that reflects the one Biden presented in his speech.[52]Hamas officials told international mediators that the latest Israeli
SURSRVDO GHVFULEHG D SHULRG RI 3 ¥4 Buggebtiadthht FEn@d wak Qot Ddpfitient XhBt Xhe
SVXVWDLQDEOH FDOP3 ZRXOG VHFXUH +DPDVu NHHambsksR@edon Mays3d th&d iQ Wikingd FHD
to engage "positively and constructively" with the latest Israeli ceasefire p RSRVDO VR ORQJ DV LW PHHWYV
demands.[54] Qatar sent the Israeli proposal to Hamas on May 30.[55] A senior US official mentioned that the proposal is

"nearly identical" to one presented by Hamas three weeks prior before that proposal was wnilaterally altered by Egyptian
intelligence.[56] Hamas has not issued an official response to the Israeli proposal at the time of writing.

+bDPDV PD\ UHMHFW WKH DJUHHPHQW LI WKH DJUHHPHQW IDLOV WR VHFXUH +D]I
ceasefire. Hamas remains confident that it can survive Israeli military operations in the Gaza Strip, and it can therefore
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pursue its maximalist demands without major concessions. CTP-,6: KDV SUHYLRXVO\ QRWHG WKDW +DP
survival increased, and its ceasefire demands appear to have solidified as the IDF drew down its forces in the Gaza Strip
beginning in late December 2023.[57] Hamas leader in the Gaza Strip Yahya Sinwar expressed confidence in February 2024,
stating that Hamas is "doing fine" amid Israeli clearing operations.[58] Sinwar conveyed to Arab mediators in early May

2024 that he is in no hurry to end the war, as it is drawing international condemnation of Israel and reviving the Palestinian

national cause.[59]

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and War Cabinet
member Benny Gantz on June 2.[60] Blinken commended Israel for its latest ceasefire proposal and emphasized that
Hamas should accept the deal without delay.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said on June 2 that Israel is assessing an alternative governing

authority to Hamas in the Gaza Strip.[61] Gallant stated that Israel will isolate areas in the Gaza Strip, remove Hamas
RSHUDWLYHV DQG EULQJ LQ RWKHU IRUFHY WR HQDEOH DQ DOWHUQDWLYH JR®
rule.[62] Hamas will violently resist and undermine al ternative governing authorities that do not include it. An Israeli
intelligence source confirmed on June 1 that Hamas killed the head of a local clan in the Gaza Strip, disrupting an Israeli

plan to replace Hamas as the primary governing authority.[63]

Key Takeaways:

X lranian  Presidential Elections: Hardliners overwhelmingly dominate the candidate pool for the
upcoming Iranian presidential election. Current Parliament Speaker and former IRGC Air Force commander
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf and close Khamenei aide Vahid Haghanian both registered for the ekction
between June 1 and 3.

x Ceasefire Negotiations: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that Israel will not agree to a
permanent ceasefire until Israel achieves its war objectives.Hamas may reject the agreement if the agreement
IDLOV WR VHFXUH +DPDVY PD[LPDOLVW REMHFWLYHV ZKLFK LQFOXGH L

X Post-War Gaza Strip: lIsraeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said on June 2 that Israel is assessing an
alternative governing authority to Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Hamas will violently resist and undermine
alternative governing authorities that do not include it.

X West Bank: Palestinian fighters continue to seek to attack Israeli towns from the West Bank.

x Northern Israel: An Israeli Army Radio correspondent reported on June 3 that the IDF faces challenges
intercepting drones targeting northern Israel. Other military forces, including the US Army, have also
encountered challenges combatting Iranian-made drones in the Middle East.

X Yemen: The Houthis likely launched a ballistic missile from the Red Sea targeting Israel on June 3. The
)TV $UURZ EDOOLVWLF PLVVLOH GHIHQVH VA\VWHP LOQWHUFHSWHG WKH
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Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War

As of June 3, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip
X Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) conducted clearing operations north of the Netzarim Corridor near Sabra
and Zaytoun on June 3.[64] The IDF announced on June 1 that it launched a raid into the Sabra and Zaytoun
neighborhoods of Gaza City.[65] The IDF 99th Division is currently operating along the Netzarim Corridor.[66] The IDF
uses the corridor to launch raids against Hamas fighters and infrastructure in the northern and central Gaza Strip. The IDF
679th Brigade (99th Division) directed strikes on Palestinian sniper positions and located a munitions warehouse containing
"dozens" of rocket components during operations in Sabra and Zaytoun.[67] Israeli forces have conducted at least five
separate operations in this area of southern Gaza City during the war.[68] Palestinian fighters, including Hamas, targeted
Israeli forces with rocket -propelled grenades and mortar fire in Sabra.[69] Palestinian fighters also targeted Israeli forces
along the Netzarim Corridor with indirect fire.[70]

Israeli forces continued clearing operations in central Rafah on June 3. The IDF 89th Commando Brigade

raided an "active combat complex" in Rafah.[71] Israeli forces located tunnel shafts, and a weapons stash including long
UDQJH URFNHWY "FRPEDW WUDQVPLVVLRQ V\KEH PieS dbepted & fH@eRsvikeYdh & KD U .
Palestinian fighter during the raid.[73] The IDF Air Force also struck a separate Hamas weapons production site in
Rafah.[74] Three Palestinian militias have mortared Israeli forces along the Egypt-Gaza Strip border since CTRISW's last

data cut off on June 2.[75] Palestinian fighters targeted Israeli forces across Rafah Governorate with improvised explosive
devices and rocketpropelled grenades.[76]

The IDF Air Force targeted over 50 Palestinian sites across the Gaza Strip on June 3.[77]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of June 3, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip

As of June 3, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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US, Israeli, and Egyptian officials discussed ways to reopen the Rafah border crossing during talks in Cairo

on June 2.[78] Egyptian officials said that the three sides would continue discussions in the coming days, though the three
negotiating parties have made little progress.[79] Two Egyptian security sources told Reuters that Egypt is maintaining that

Israel must withdraw from the Palestinian side of the Rafah crossing in order for the crossing to operate
again.[80] Unspecified US officials said that the United States will prioritize reopening the Rafah border crossing for aid
deliveries, preventing Hamas from smuggling weapRQV IURP (J\SW LQWR WKH *D]D 6WULS DQG "P|
EHWZHHQ ,VUDHO DQG (J\SW "> @

The IDF announced on June 3 that four Israeli hostages died in captivity in the Gaza Strip. [82] Hamas
abducted the Israelis during its October 7, 2023, attack and still holds their bodies.[83] The IDF is examining the
circumstances of their deaths, which occurred a few months ago in Khan Younis.[84]

Palestinian militias did not conduct any indirect fire attacks from the Gaza Strip into Israel on June 3.

West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least six locations in the West Bank since CTP-ISW's
last data cut off on June 2.[85] 7KH DO $TvD ODUW\UVYT %ULJDGHYV ILUHG VPDOO DUPV D
forces in the Balata refugee camp in Nablus.[86]

Palestinian  fighters continue to seek to attack Israeli towns from the West Bank. The Israeli Shin Bet
announced on June 3 that it arrested a Hamas fighter in Nablus in March 2024 who had planned to conduct a suicide IED
attack in Israel.[87] The fighter is originally from Tulkarm in the West Bank but had been based in Jordan. A Hamas m ember
in Turkey recruited the fighter, according to the Shin Bet. The fighter underwent military training in an unspecified locatio n
and Hamas sent the fighter funding and instructions for the attack. The Shin Bet also detained several Hamas fighters from
Nablus who the Shin Bet suspected helped to manufacture the IED.

This arrest underscores that Hamas and other Palestinian militias in the West Bank continue to maintain cells focused on
attacking Israeli towns and cities outside the West Bank.[88] Israeli forces killed a Palestinian man in Zeita, along the West
Bank-Israel barrier, en route to conduct a suicide bombing in Tel Aviv in March.[89] +DPDV DQG WKH DO $TVI
Brigades claimed three separate attacks targeting Bat Hefer, an Israeli town immediately adjacent to Tulkarm, in
May.[90] 7KH DO $TVD 0D dewlatthed[thd W lodeDof the attacks their fighters entered Israel itself.

Palestinian  Authority President Mahmoud Abbas publicly condemned a speech given by Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei on June 3.[91] .KDPHQHLTV -XQH VSHHFK SUDLVHG Aubasisdd-thaR EH U
.KDPHQHLYY VSHHFK VRXJKW WR 3VDFULILFH 3SDOHVWLQLDQ EORRG" DQG ZRXO«
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashesand demonstrations in the West Bank.
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