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Key  Takeaways:  
 
�x Gaza  Strip:  The IDF withdrew its Givati Brigade from Rafah, leaving four IDF brigades in Rafah.  
�x West  Bank:  Israeli forces engaged Palestinian fighters in three locations in the West Bank.  
�x Southern  Lebanon  and  Golan  Heights:  Lebanese Hezbollah conducted 13 attacks into 

northern Israel.  
�x Yemen:  The Houthis fired two anti -ship ballistic missiles into the Red Sea. 
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The Iran  Update provides insights  into  Iranian  and Iranian -sponsored activities  abroad  that  
undermine  regional  stability  and threaten  US forces and interests. It  also covers events and trends 
that  affect the stability  and decision-making  of the Iranian  regime. The Critical  Threats Project (CTP) 
at the American  Enterprise  Institute  and the Institute  for  the Study of War  (ISW)  provides these 
updates regularly  based on regional  events. Click here to see CTP and I �6�:�¶�V interactive  map of Israeli  
ground  operations.  This map is updated daily  alongside the static  maps present in  this report.  
 
CTP-ISW defines the �³�$�[�L�V of �5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�´ as the unconventional  alliance  that  Iran  has cultivated  in 
the Middle  East since the Islamic Republic came to power  in  1979. This transnational  coalition  is 
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that  cooperate to secure their  collective interests. 
Tehran considers itself  to be both part  of the alliance  and its leader. Iran  furn ishes these groups with  
varying  levels of financial,  military,  and political  support  in exchange for  some degree of influence or  
control  over their  actions. Some are traditional  proxies that  are highly  responsive to Iranian  
direction,  while  others are part ners over which  Iran  exerts more limited  influence. Members of the 
Axis of Resistance are united  by their  grand  strategic  objectives, which  include eroding  and eventually  
expelling American  influence from  the Middle  East, destroying  the Israeli  state, or  both. Pursuing  
these objectives and supporting  the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become cornerstones of 
Iranian  regional  strategy.  
 
We do not report  in  detail  on war  crimes because these activities  are well -covered in  Western media 
and do not directl y affect the military  operations  we are assessing and forecasting.  We utterly  
condemn violations  of the laws of armed  conflict  and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against  
humanity  even though we do not describe them in these reports.  
 
CTP-ISW will  publish  abbreviated  updates on May  25 and 26, 2024. Detailed coverage will  resume 
on Monday,  May  27, 2024. 
 
Gaza  Strip  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  
�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the 

Gaza Strip 
�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip  
 
Israel  Defense  Forces  (IDF)  98th  Division  continued  clearing  operations  in  �³�W�K�H heart  of  
�-�D�E�D�O�L�D�´ on  May  26.[1]  The IDF 460th Brigade located a weapons warehouse containing dozens of 
rocket components in a school complex.[2]  Israeli forces raided the Hamas general security 
headquarters and a Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) Northern Brigade headquarters in Jabalia refugee 
camp.[3]  The forces seized weapons and documents from both headquarters. 

Palestinian militias continued  to claim attacks around Beit Lahia, north of Jabalia, on May 26 indicating 
that the IDF is operating in some areas north of Jabalia refugee camp.[4] Hamas detonated at least two 
explosively formed penetrators (EFPs) targeting Israel armor near Jabalia refugee camp.[5] Several 
Palestinian militias targeted Israeli forces in Qasib neighborhood of Jabalia refugee camp with small 
arms and mortars.[6]  

Hamas  falsely  claimed  to  have  captured  IDF  soldiers  in  Jabalia  refugee  camp  on  May  
25.  The IDF denied the Hamas claim.[7]  Hamas military spokesperson Abu Obeida said that Hamas 
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fighters lured an IDF unit into an ambush in a tunnel in Jabalia refugee camp.[8]   Obeida claimed that 
Hamas fighters killed, wounded, and captured every member of the IDF unit but did not o ffer 
substantial evidence.[9]  
 
The  IDF  99th  Division  continued  operations  along  the  Netzarim  corridor  in  southern  
Gaza  City  on  May  26.  The IDF 679th Brigade engaged several Palestinian fighters in the central Gaza 
Strip.[10]  Hamas targeted Israeli forces along the Netzarim axis with rocket fire on May 26.[11] 
 
The  IDF  Givati  Brigade  withdrew  from  eastern  Rafah  on  May  26,  according  to  Israeli  
media. [12] The IDF now has four brigades in Rafah. The Givati Brigade operated in Rafah for three 
weeks after several deployments to Khan Younis and Gaza City throughout the war.[13]  Israeli media 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �K�D�G�� �³�W�K�L�Q�Q�H�G�� �R�X�W�´�� �H�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �5�D�I�D�K���>�����@ �,�V�U�D�H�O�L�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �O�L�Q�N�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �,�'�)�¶�V��
changing disposition in Rafah to the imminent ceasefire negotiations and the I nternational Court of 
Justice (ICJ) order to halt clearing operations into Rafah.[15]  The IDF will reportedly continue to 
�R�S�H�U�D�W�H�� �L�Q�� �5�D�I�D�K�� �L�Q�� �D�� �³�U�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q�H�G�� �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q���´�>�����@ �7�K�H�� �,�'�)�� �L�V�� �P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �³�P�R�U�H�� �G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�H�O�\�´�� �L�Q�� �5�D�I�D�K����
according to Israeli officers who recently left Rafah and spoke to the New York Times on May 25.[17] 
 
The  IDF  162nd  Division  continued  clearing  operations  in  Rafah.  Israeli forces located tunnel 
shafts and seized small arms, rocket-propelled grenades, grenades, and explosive charges in Rafah on 
May 26.[18]  The IDF Sabar Battalion (Givati Brigade) raided a Hamas Rafah Brigade meeting point 
and engaged Palestinian fighters last week before withdrawing on May 26.[19] The Sabar Battalion 
located an underground weapons warehouse at the gathering point.[20] PIJ fighters targeted Israeli 
armor with a rocket -propelled grenade east of Salah ad Din border crossing in Rafah. [21] 

The IDF Air Force struck over 50 targets in the Gaza Strip over the past day, including military 
buildings, and warehouses, rocket launchers, observation posts, and Palestinian fighter cells.[22] 
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Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
 
Ceasefire  negotiations  between  Israel  and  Hamas  are  scheduled  to  resume  on  May  28  in  
Cairo,  according  to  an  Egyptian  official  speaking  to  CNN.[23]  An Israeli official similarly 
confirmed talks are set to resume next week but did not specify the location.[24]  Israeli Mossad Chief 
�'�D�Y�L�G�� �%�D�U�Q�H�D�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �O�D�W�H�V�W�� �F�H�D�V�H�I�L�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�V�W�D�J�H�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�� �W�R�� �8�6�� �D�Q�G��
Qatari mediators in Paris on May 25.[25]  �+�D�P�D�V�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�� �G�H�Q�L�H�G�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �Q�H�Z��
proposal.[26]  The Israeli War Cabinet is expected to convene to discuss the negotiations and clearing 
operations in Rafah on May 26.[27]  
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Israeli  Defense  Minister  Yoav  Gallant  visited  Israeli  forces  in  Rafah  on  May  26.  Gallant 
�V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �L�V�� �S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J�� �K�R�V�W�D�J�H�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �³�W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�´�� �L�Q�� �5�D�I�D�K�� �D�Q�G�� �E�\�� �³�U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J��
�G�H�D�O�V���´�� �U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �U�H�V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J ceasefire negotiations with international mediators and 
Hamas. [28]  �*�D�O�O�D�Q�W�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �³�J�R�D�O�>�V�@�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �*�D�]�D�� �6�W�U�L�S�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �P�X�F�K�� �F�O�H�D�U�H�U�� �K�H�U�H�� �L�Q��
Rafah�² �W�R���H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H���+�D�P�D�V�����E�U�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���W�K�H���K�R�V�W�D�J�H�V�����D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���D�F�W�L�R�Q���´�>�����@ 
 
Hamas  fired  a rocket  barrage  at  central  Israel  from  Rafah  on  May  26 .[30]  The IDF  said that  
Hamas fired  eight rockets from  Rafah.[31] Hamas last targeted central Israel in  late January 
2024.[32]  Israeli  air  defenses intercepted several on the rockets.[33]  Several rockets struck 
uninhabited  areas in central Israel, north  of Tel Aviv.[34]  Israeli  War Cabinet member Benny Gantz 
said that  the Hamas rocket barrage on central Israel fired  from  Rafah demonstrates why Israel needs 
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to continue its clearing operation there.[35]  The IDF  Air  Force struck two rocket launchers in Rafah 
aimed at Kerem Shalom prior  to the Hamas rocket attack.[36]  PIJ also fired  a �´�V�X�U�I�D�F�H-to-air  �P�L�V�V�L�O�H�´ 
at an Israeli  town near the Gaza Strip  on May 26.[37]  The attack damaged a vehicle.[38]  

 

Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
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West  Bank  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives : 
�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 
 
Israeli  forces  engaged  Palestinian  fighters  in  at  least  three  locations  in  the  West  Bank  on  
May  26.[39]  A Palestinian journalist reported that over 30 IDF vehicles entered Jenin and isolated 
Jenin refugee camp from Jenin City.[40]  �$�O���$�T�V�D���0�D�U�W�\�U�V�¶���%�U�L�J�D�G�H�V���D�Q�G���3�,�-���I�L�J�K�W�H�U�V���F�O�D�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���,�V�U�D�H�O�L��
forces using small arms and detonated IEDs in Jenin.[41] The IDF uncovered IEDs buried near 
Jenin.[42]  
 
The  Israeli  forces  detained  seven  Palestinian  individua ls  in  the  West  Bank  in  overnight  
raids  between  May  25 and  May  26.[43]  Israeli forces detained three Palestinians wanted for 
�³�L�Q�F�L�W�>�L�Q�J�@���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�´�� �L�Q�� �0�D�G�D�P�D�� �D�Q�G�� �7�H�O���>�����@ Israeli forces also detained a Palestinian suspected of 
�³�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�´���L�Q���D�O���$mari, detained a Palestinian in Bitonia for throwing improvised explosive 
devices (IED), and detained two Palestinians in Hosan on unspecified charges.[45] 
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction  of clashes and demonstrations  in  the West Bank. 
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Southern  Lebanon  and  Golan  Heights  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  
�x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon  
�x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term  
�x Expel the United States from Syria 
 
Lebanese  Hezbollah  has  conducted  at  least  13 attacks  from  southern  Lebanon  into  
northern  Israel  since  CTP-ISW's  last  data  cutoff  on  May  25.[46]  Hezbollah claimed that eight 
of the attacks were in retaliation for recent Israeli airstrikes into southern Lebanon.[47]  

 

Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
  



11  �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���:�D�U���D�Q�G���$�(�,�¶�V���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��������4 
 

Iran  and  Axis  of  Resistance  
 
US Central  Command  (CENTCOM)  reported  that  the  Houthis  launched  two  anti -ship  
ballistic  missiles  into  the  Red  Sea on  May  25.[48]  The missiles did not cause any injuries or 
damage. 
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Iranian  journalists  reported  that  Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei  appointed  his  policy  adviser,  Rear  
Admiral  Ali  Shamkhani,  in  March  2024  to  lead  nuclear  negotiations  with  the  United  States.[1]  The  
publication  of  this  information  could  be meant  to  boost  the  political  standing  of  Shamkhani  ahead  of  the  
Iranian  presidential  election  in  June  2024.  Shamkhani assumed responsibility of negotiations from the Foreign 
Affairs Ministry, which had led negotiations under the Ebrahim Raisi administration. Shamkhani is a trusted adviser to 
Khamenei and a seasoned diplomat, who served as secretary of the Iranian Supreme National Security Council from 2013 
to 2023.[2]  Shamkhani in this capacity played a prominent role in negotiating the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action and 
Iran -Saudi Arabia rapprochement.[3]  Khamenei has previously delegated responsibility for international talks to his inner 
circle, making it unsurprising that Khamenei has involved Shamkhani in nuclear negotiations again. The publication of this 
news could be meant to position Shamkhani to run for president or receive a position in the next pr esidential administration 
by framing him as a capable and trusted diplomat. 
 
Iranian  politicians  are  continuing  to  maneuver  and  prepare  for  the  Iranian  presidential  election  in  June  
2024.  Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi announced the official start of Iranian presidential campaign season on May 
26.[4]  Registration for presidential candidates will open on May 30 and close on June 3. Iran will hold elections on June 
28.[5]  

Prominent hardliner Saeed Jalili has since announced his candidacy.[6] The Guardian Council�² a regime body responsible 
for reviewing presidential candidates before candidates are permitted to run �² �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���-�D�O�L�O�L�¶�V���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H��
2013 and 2021 presidential elections, which suggests that the council will likely approve his candidacy in this election. Jalili 
withdrew from the 2021 race to back Ebrahim Raisi.[7]  �-�D�O�L�O�L�¶�V���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�F�\���L�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���I�U�R�P��
an anti-regime outlet that some Iranian officials warned Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei against allowing Jalili to run. These 
officials included moderates like Ali Larijani and several hardliners such as Expediency Discernment Council Chairman 
Sadegh Amoli Larijani, Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, and adviser to the supreme leader Rear Adm. Ali 
Shamkhani.[8]  

�-�D�O�L�O�L���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���6�X�S�U�H�P�H���/�H�D�G�H�U���$�O�L���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L�¶�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���6�1�6�&���D�Q�G���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���6�1�6�&��
secretary from 2007 to 2013.[9]  �-�D�O�L�O�L���D�O�V�R���K�R�O�G�V���U�R�O�H�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���(�[�S�H�G�L�H�Q�F�\���'�L�V�F�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����(�'�&���² a board that 
advises Khamenei on policy decisions and mediates conflicts between Parliament and the Guardian Council�² and a foreign 
relations council that advises Khamenei.[10]  �-�D�O�L�O�L�¶�V�� �S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�P�H�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�� �W�R�� �K�R�O�G��
Khamenei's trust. Jalili has criticize �G�� �W�K�H�� �-�R�L�Q�W�� �&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �3�O�D�Q�� �R�I�� �$�F�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �³�D�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�� ���R�I�� �,�U�D�Q�¶�V����
�L�Q�D�O�L�H�Q�D�E�O�H�� �U�L�J�K�W�V���´�� �+�H�� �K�D�V�� �P�D�G�H�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �U�H�P�D�U�N�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �V�X�F�K�� �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �O�H�V�V��
likely under a potential Jalili administration.[11]  

Other rumored presidential candidates include:  

�x Mehrdad  Barzpash:[12]  Roads and Urban Development Minister in the hardline Raisi administration. 
Barzpash previously served as a parliamentarian from 2012 to 2016 and was the CEO of well-known Iranian 
automakers SAIPA and Pars Khodrow.[13] 
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�x Parviz  Fattah:[14]  �+�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �,�P�D�P�� �.�K�R�P�H�L�Q�L�¶�V�� �2�U�G�H�U�� ���(�,�.�2������ �D�� �S�D�U�D�V�W�D�W�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�����)�D�W�W�D�K�¶�V���U�R�O�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���(�,�.�2���X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V���K�L�V���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L����
Loyalty to Khamenei is a critical metric of whether a presidentia l candidate is permitted to run.[15]  

 
�x Ali  Larijani:[16]  Prominent moderate politician and current EDC member. Larijani formerly served as 

parliament speaker from 2008 to 2020 and was SNSC Secretary from 2005 to 2007.[17] Khamenei has 
increasingly marginalized Larijani since 2019 and the Guardian Council notably  denied his presidential 
candidacy in 2021.[18] �$���I�U�H�H�O�D�Q�F�H���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���R�Q���0�D�\���������W�K�D�W���.�K�D�P�H�Q�H�L���J�U�H�H�Q�O�L�W���/�D�U�L�M�D�Q�L�¶�V���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�F�\���L�Q��
�W�K�H���X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���/�D�U�L�M�D�Q�L�µ�V���W�H�D�P���L�V���³�D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���´�>�����@�$�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���R�I���/�D�U�L�M�D�Q�L���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H��
noteworth y and may indicate that Khamenei is attempting to make Iranian presidential elections appear 
politically diverse.  

 
�x Mohammad  Mokhber:[20]  �,�Q�W�H�U�L�P���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���K�D�U�G�O�L�Q�H���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���5�D�L�V�L�¶�V���F�D�E�L�Q�H�W�����0�R�N�K�E�H�U���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\��

served as the EIKO and Mostazafan Foundation head, a separate regime business conglomerate that contributes 
to regime self-enrichment.  

 
�x Ali  Reza  Zakani:[21]  Tehran Mayor and hardline politician. Zakani previously ran in the 2021 presidential 

elections before withdrawing to support Ebrahim Raisi.[22]  �7�K�H���*�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���G�H�Q�L�H�G���=�D�N�D�Q�L�¶�V���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�F�\��
in the 2013 and 2017 election cycles.[23] 

 
Several  Iranian -backed  Iraqi  militias,  including  Kataib  Hezbollah,  are  reportedly  considering  resuming  
attacks  targeting  US forces.[24]  A Lebanese outlet close to Hezbollah reported on May 25 that unspecified sources 
�F�O�R�V�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �,�U�D�T�L�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �³�E�H�J�X�Q�� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �>�,�U�D�T�L�� �I�H�G�H�U�D�O�@��
government to halt their military operations against US m �L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �E�D�V�H�V���´�>�����@ The sources said that the militias were 
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �U�H�V�X�P�L�Q�J�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D�V�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �,�U�D�T�L�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �³�S�U�R�F�U�D�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�´�� �D�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R��
remove US forces from Iraq. Senior Iraqi militia leaders met with IRGC Quds F orce Commander Brig. Gen. Esmail Ghaani, 
IRGC Commander Maj. Gen. Hossein Salami, and other Axis of Resistance (AoR) leaders in Tehran on May 23 on the 
�V�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�� �R�I�� �,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �(�E�U�D�K�L�P�� �5�D�L�V�L�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�H�U�D�O���>�����@ Iranian -backed Iraqi militia Harkat Hezbolla �K�� �D�O�� �1�X�M�D�E�D�¶�V��
�V�S�R�N�H�V�S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���$�R�5���I�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�W���W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���³�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�´���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���R�Q���,�V�U�D�H�O���>�����@ The 
spokesperson highlighted that the meeting on May 23 was part of the Joint Operations Room that Iran founded in summe r 
2023 to counter the United States and Israel.[28]  Iran and its partners have used the Joint Operations to coordinate 
operations during the current war. It is notable that Iranian -backed groups discussed the war and their military operations 
two days before the Lebanese report that some Iraqi groups are considering resuming attacks against US forces. 

IRGC Quds Force Commander Brig. Gen. Esmail Ghaani ordered Iranian-backed Iraqi militias, including Kataib Hezbollah 
and Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba, to suspend attacks targeting US forces in January 2024 after a one-way drone attack 
killed three US personnel in northeastern Jordan.[29]  �.�D�W�D�L�E���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���D�Q�G���+�D�U�D�N�D�W���+�H�]�E�R�O�O�D�K���D�O���1�X�M�D�E�D���³�I�L�H�U�F�H�O�\���U�H�V�L�V�W�H�G�´��
�*�K�D�D�Q�L�¶�V���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���V�W�R�S���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���E�X�W���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���F�R�P�S�O�L�H�G���>�����@ 

The Iranian -backed Iraqi militias have not altered their long -standing strategic objective to remove US forces from Iraq and 
these militias retain the capabilities to resume attacks at any time and for any reason. Iranian-backed Iraqi militias could 
use Israeli operations in Rafah as an excuse to resume their attack campaign targeting US forces. The Islamic Resistance in 
Iraq �² a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias �² established a joint operations room and claimed its first attack targeting 
US forces during the Israel-Hamas war on October 18, 2023, one day after the explosion at the al Ahli hospital in the Gaza 
Strip.[31]  The Islamic Resistance in Iraq could similarly use Israeli operations in Rafah to justify resuming attacks targeting 
US forces. 

Iraqi  officials  are  continuing  to  promote  greater  cooperation  with  Russia.  Shia cleric Ammar al Hakim met with 
Russian Ambassador to Iraq Elbrus Kutrashev on May 26 to discuss Iraqi political affairs and stability.[32]  Hakim 
previously called for greater foreign investment in Iraq during a meeting with Kutrashev in late January 2024.[33]  The Iraqi 
federal government granted Russian state-owned oil company Gazprom a contract to develop the Nasiriyah oil field in Dhi 
�4�D�U�� �3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �G�D�\�V�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �D�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �+�D�N�L�P�¶�V�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �S�D�U�W�\�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�� �R�I�� �'�K�L�� �4�D�U��
Province.[34]  

Iraqi Federal Supreme Court President Jassim Mohammad Abboud and Russian Constitutional Court President Valery 
Zorkin separately signed a memorandum of understanding in St. Petersburg, Russia, on May 27 to increase judicial 
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cooperation.[35]  Iraqi Federal Integrity Commission Chairman Haider Hanoun, who is affiliated with the Badr 
Organization, and Russian Prosecutor General Igor Krasnov previously signed a memorandum of understanding for anti-
corruption coordination and train ing in February 2024.[36]  The Iraqi Federal Integrity Commission is the judicial body 
responsible for investigating corruption cases and drafting appropriate legislation. CTP -ISW assessed that the Federal 
Integrity Commission weaponized corruption legislat �L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���+�D�Q�R�X�Q�¶�V���F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���E�D�U���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���I�U�R�P���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
office in the Iraqi provincial elections in December 2023.[37]  

The  Israel  Defense  Forces  (IDF)  struck  and  killed  two  Hamas  West  Bank  senior  officials  in  Tel  al  Sultan,  
Rafah  on  May  26 .[38]  The strike targeted the Hamas West Bank chief of staff Yassin Rabia and his deputy Khaled 
Najjar.[39]  �7�K�H�� �,�'�)�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �+�D�P�D�V�� �K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�� �Z�D�V�� �³�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J���� �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�´�� �P�L�O�L�W�L�D��
attacks in the West Bank.[40]  Rabia managed all Hamas West Bank militias, directed attacks, and financed 
operations.[41]  Najjar similarly directed small arms attacks against Israeli targets in the West Bank.[42]  Both men 
conducted attacks that killed Israeli soldiers in the early 2000s.[43]  

The Tel al Sultan strike caused a fire that also killed 35 Palestinian civilians, according to Palestinian health and civil 
emergency service officials.[44] An independent IDF body is conducting a review of the strike, and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin N �H�W�D�Q�\�D�K�X���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�U�L�N�H���D���³�W�U�D�J�L�F���P�L�V�K�D�S���´�>�����@ The IDF acknowledged that the strike caused a fire and injured 
�³�D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Q�R�Q-�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�´���E�X�W���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���F�R�P�S�O�L�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�Z���>�����@ The IDF also said that it 
had called for Palestinians to evacuate the strike area and that it had not struck inside of the al Mawasi humanitarian 
zone.[47] �7�K�H���,�'�)���$�U�D�E�L�F���V�S�R�N�H�V�S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�D�L�G���R�Q���0�D�\���������W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���]�R�Q�H�´���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�H�G��
block where the strike occurred, however.[48]  �+�D�P�D�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���,�'�)���K�D�G���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�U�L�N�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���³�D���V�D�I�H���D�U�H�D���´�>�����@ 

The  IDF  98th  Division  assesses  that  it  is  fighting  three  Hamas  battalions  in  Jabalia  camp,  which  is  an  
indicator  of  Hamas  reconstitution  in  the  northern  Gaza  Strip.[50]  IDF officials previously anticipated that Israeli 
forces would have to defeat a single Hamas battalion in previously uncleared areas of Jabalia camp, according to Israeli 
media.[51] The IDF realized as it began operating in Jabalia in mid-May that two addi tional Hamas battalions had 
reconstituted and would participate in the defense of Jabalia.[52]  The IDF assessed two weeks into the current Jabalia 
operation that it has dismantled one of three Hamas battalions. Israeli War Cabinet members have said repeatedly that the 
�,�'�)���K�D�V���³�G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�H�G�´���D�O�O���������+�D�P�D�V���%�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���*�D�]�D���&�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S���>�����@ 

The requirement to re-�³�G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�H�´�� �V�R�P�H�� �+�D�P�D�V�� �E�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G��
�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���H�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�D�W���R�I���+�D�P�D�V�¶���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���Z�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�H���,�'�)���&�K�L�H�I���R�I���6�W�D�If 
Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi said in mid -May that current Israeli re -�F�O�H�D�U�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���D���³�6�L�V�\�S�K�H�D�Q���W�D�V�N�´���X�Q�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��
echelon established a political end state.[54] CTP-ISW has reported extensively on how Hamas and other Palestinian 
militias have exploited the withdrawal of Israeli forces in the northern Gaza Strip to infiltrate and rebuild their networks 
there.[55]  Hamas infiltrated and began reconstituting itself in the northern Gaza Strip after the Israeli drawdown in the 
strip that began in December 2023, as CTP-ISW has previously reported.[56]  

Israeli  and  Egyptian  forces  exchanged  small  arms  fire  at  the  Rafah  border  crossing  on  May  27.[57]  A 
�V�S�R�N�H�V�S�H�U�V�R�Q���I�R�U���(�J�\�S�W�¶�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���D���³�V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�´���N�L�O�O�H�G���R�Q�H���(�J�\�S�W�L�D�Q���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���>�����@�8�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���(�J�\�S�W�L�D�Q���D�Q�G��
Israeli officials have blamed the opposing side for opening firing first.[59]  CTP-ISW cannot verify what prompted the clash. 
Senior Egyptian and Israeli officials are conducting a joint investigation into the incident.[60]  Egypt�±Israel relations have 
been strained over the last several weeks after the IDF began clearing operations in Rafah and seized the Rafah border 
crossing.[61] 
Key  Takeaways:  
 

�x Iranian  Elections:  The Iranian supreme leader reportedly appointed his policy adviser, Rear Adm. Ali 
Shamkhani, in March 2024 to leader nuclear negotiations with the United States. The publication of this 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�R�Z���P�D�\���E�H���P�H�D�Q�W���W�R���E�R�R�V�W���6�K�D�P�N�K�D�Q�L�¶�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���,�U�D�Q�¶�V���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

 
�x Iranian  Presidential  Candidates:  Prominent Iranian hardliner Saeed Jalili announced his candidacy for 

the Iranian presidential elections in June 2024. Iranian journalists reported that several other prominent 
political figures are planning to run.  
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�x Iranian -backed  Militias  in  Iraq:  Several Iranian-backed Iraqi militias are reportedly considering 
resuming attacks on US forces days after a meeting between Iranian-backed militia leaders from throughout 
the region and the IRGC in Tehran. 

 
�x Northern  Gaza  Strip:  The IDF is fighting three Hamas battalions that are defending Jabalia camp. Two of 

�W�K�H���E�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���³�G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�H�G���´���Z�K�L�F�K���X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G��
military end state in the Gaza Strip. 

 
�x Israeli  Strike  in  Rafah:  An  IDF  airstrike  killed  two  Hamas  officials  in  Rafah  on  May  26,  but  the  

strike  also  caused  a fire  that  killed 35 Palestinian civilians.  
 

�x Rafah  Border  Crossing:  Israeli and Egyptian forces exchanged small arms fire at the Rafah border crossing. 
 

�x Lebanon:  A Likud minister said that Israel will conduct a military operation targeting Hezbollah to return 
displaced residents from northern Israeli if political efforts to stop Hezbollah attacks into northern Israel fail. 
This statement echoes previous Israeli statements about the possibility of operations into Lebanon.  
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Gaza  Strip  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  

�x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip  
�x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip 

 
The  IDF  98th  Division  continued  clearing  operations  in  the  �³�K�H�D�U�W of  �-�D�E�D�O�L�D�´ on  May  27.[62]  The IDF 460th 
Armored Brigade seized a weapons cache in Jabalia based on intelligence from a detained Palestinian fighter.[63] The 
fighter had previously surrendered to the IDF and an Israeli military intelligence interrogator questioned him.[64]  The IDF 
460th Brigade have located and destroyed over one hundred Palestinian militia positions, including an improvised explosive 
device (IED) factory, fighting compounds, and tunnel shafts.[65]  The IDF 7th Brigade engaged Palestinian fighters at close 
range and located mortars, small arms and explosives in eastern Jabalia.[66] The IDF reported that Palestinian fighters 
fired anti -tank guided missiles from a school in central Jabalia.[67]  Several Palestinian militias targeted Israeli forces with 
mortar, rocket, small arms fire, and rocket -propelled grenades in Jabalia.[68]  
 
The  IDF  99th  Division  continued  operations  along  the  Netzarim  corridor  in  southern  Gaza  City  on  May  
27.[69]  �7�K�H���,�'�)���������W�K���$�U�P�R�U�H�G���%�U�L�J�D�G�H�����5�H�V�������K�D�V�����V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\���G�D�P�D�J�H�G�´���+�D�P�D�V���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���*�D�]�D���6�W�U�L�S��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�D�E�U�D���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���D�Q�G���K�D�V���³�G�H�H�S�H�Q�H�G���>�,�'�)�@���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�´���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�V���>�����@ The IDF 679th Brigade has operated in 
Sabra neighborhood since mid-May to kill Palestinian fighters and destroy militia infrastructure above and below 
ground.[71] The Yahalom engineering unit and 679th Brigade detonated an 800-meter-long, 18-meter-deep tunnel in 
Sabra.[72] Israeli forces also killed several Palestinian fighters with tank fire along the Netzarim corridor.[73]  The IDF Air 
Force also struck a rocket launcher that Palestinian militias had prepared to fire from the central strip.[74]  Several 
Palestinian militias targeted Israeli forces along the Netzarim corri dor and east of Maghazi camp with rocket and mortar 
fire.[75]  
 
A Palestinian  journalist  reported  that  the  IDF  162nd  Division  continued  clearing  operations  in  Rafah  on  
May  27.  �7�K�H�� �,�'�)�� �K�D�V���Q�R�W���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���D�� �V�X�P�P�D�U�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�� �5�D�I�D�K���D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���R�I�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���� �$�� �3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q��
journalist reported that Israeli armor remains active in Salam, Geneina, Tanour, Qeshta, and Brazil neighborhoods of 
eastern Rafah, however.[76] Palestinian militias continued to mortar Israeli forces at Salah Din border crossing on May 
27.[77] Palestinian fighters also targeted Israeli forces with IEDs and rocket-propelled grenades in eastern Rafah.[78] 

The IDF Air Force struck over 75 targets across the Gaza Strip over the past day, including military buildings and 
warehouses, rocket launch positions, observation posts, and Palestinian fighter cells.[79] The IDF Air Force struck rocket 
launchers in Rafah that Hamas used to fire eight rockets at central Israel on May 26.[80]  
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Palestinian  militias  have  conducted  two  rocket  attacks  into  Israel  since  CTP-ISW's  data  cutoff  on  May  
26.  The Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DLFP), which is a leftist Palestinian militia aligned with Hamas 
in the war, targeted an IDF site and an Israeli town near the Gaza Strip.[81] 

 

Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
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West  Bank  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  

�x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel 
 
Israeli  forces  have  engaged  Palestinian  fighters  in  at  least  eight  locations  in  the  West  Bank  since  CTP-ISW's  
last  data  cutoff  on  May  26.[82]  The al Quds Brigades fired small arms targeting three Israeli settlements near Jenin in 
the West Bank.[83]  

 

This map is not an exhaustive depiction  of clashes and demonstrations  in  the West Bank. 
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Southern  Lebanon  and  Golan  Heights  
Axis  of  Resistance  objectives:  

�x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon  
�x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term  
�x Expel the United States from Syria 

 
Iranian -backed  militias,  including  Lebanese  Hezbollah,  have  conducted  at  least  16 attacks  from  southern  
Lebanon  into  northern  Israel  since  CTP-ISW's  last  data  cutoff  on  May  26.[84]  
 
The  IDF  conducted  military  exercises  in  northern  Israel  on  May  27 to  simulate  a potential  conflict  in  
Lebanon.[85]  The IDF 146th Division and 205th Reserve Armored Brigade participated in a training exercise for rapid 
deployment in challenging terrain.[86]  The IDF also said that the 551st Reserve Brigade is training on the Israel-Lebanon 
border for operations in diffic �X�O�W���W�H�U�U�D�L�Q���³�G�H�H�S���L�Q���/�H�E�D�Q�R�Q���´�>�����@ The IDF withdrew the 551st Brigade from the Gaza Strip in 
December 2023.[88]  
 
Israeli  Minister  of  Innovation,  Science,  and  Technology  and  Likud  Knesset  Member  Gila  Gamliel  said  on  
May  27 that  Israel  will  conduct  a military  operation  targeting  Hezbollah  to  return  displaced  residents  from  
northern  Israeli  if  political  efforts  to  stop  Hezbollah  attacks  into  northern  Israel  fail.[89]  Gamliel added that 
there is no date for residents to return to the north. Israeli residents protested in mid -May against the Israeli government 
for its failure to enable northern Israeli residents to return to their homes.[90]  Hezbollah attacks have prevented the return 
of Israelis to northern Israel.  
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Recorded reports  of attacks;  CTP-ISW cannot independently  verify  impact.  
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