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Brian Carter, Andie Parry, Amin Soltani , and Nicholas Carl

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these
updates regularly based on regional events. For more on developments in Iran and the region, see
our interactive map of Iran and the Middle East .

Note: CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover thelsrael-Hamas war. The new sections
address developments in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as noteworthy
DFWLYLW\ IURP ,URBI3thinceIWVe Mo Rdt report in detail on war crimes because these
activities are well -covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict , Geneva
Conventions, and humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Key Takeaways:

1. Palestinian militias continued attacks at their usual rate from the Gaza Strip into Israel.
Palestinian militias increased their targeting of the Isra el Defense Forces in these attacks, likely
as part of their preparations to defend against a possible Israeli ground operation.

2. Clashes between Palestinian militants and Israeli forces in the West Bank dropped by roughly
half.

3. lranian -backed militants, in cluding Lebanese Hezbollah, conducted 17 attacks as part of an
ongoing attack campaign against Israeli forces and assets.

4. Iranian leaders have reached a consensus approving limited crossborder Lebanese Hezbollah
attacks into Israel, according to Reuters. This report and others indicate that Iran and Lebanese
Hezbollah are coordinating a carefully calibrated escalation to draw Israeli attention away from
the Gaza Strip.

5. The Israel Defense ForcesAir Force conducted airstrikes on the Damascus and Aleppo
international airport runways. The Israeli Foreign Affairs Ministry indicated that the airstrikes
in Syria are part of an Israeli effort to prevent Iran from moving weapons into Syria and/or
opening a front against Israel from there.
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6 Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Quds Force Commander Brigadier General Esmail Ghaani
arrived in Syria to monitor Iranian -backed militias on the Israel-Syria border, according to
Israeli media. Ghaani previously warned Syrian President Bashar al Assad that Iran intends to
use Syria as a second front if the war expands.

7. The Islamic Resistance n Iraq 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias 2 conducted a one
way drone attack on US forces at Ain al Asad air base in Iraq, marking the fifth consecutive day
of attacks targeting US force in the Middle East. These attacks are part of the Iranianled effort
to deter the United States from providing meaningful support to Israel.

8. The Houthi prime minister said that the Houthis will target Israeli ships in the Red Sea if Israel
continues operations in the Gaza Strip after meeting with Palestinian militia officials in Sanaa,
Yemen.
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Palestinian militias continued attacks at their usual rate from the Gaza Strip into Israel
on October 22. The al Qassem Brigadeg +DP DV Y PLOLWWRIQa&t respapsibility for 12 direct
and indirect fire attacks. 1 Saraya al Quds? the militant wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 2 claimed
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responsibility for another three rocket attacks. 2 This rate of attacks is consistent with the rate that CTP-
ISW hasobserved in recent days.

Palestinian milit ias in the Gaza Strip increased their targeting of the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF), likely as part of their preparations to defend against a possible Israeli
ground operation . Palestinian milit ias targeted a greater proportion of military targets relative to
their overall attacks than at any point since October 18, when the militia s targeted IDF positions near
the Gaza Strip 15 times3 Palestinian milit ias launched eight direct and indirect fire attacks targeting
the IDF on October 22.4 They also fired mortars and rockets targeting Israeli cities and towns seven
times. Al Qassem Brigades fighters separately killed one Israeli soldier and wounded three others
during a firefight within the Gaza Strip. ®> The IDF said that the Israeli forces were searching for the
bodies of missing Israelisand SUHSDULQJ IRU ,\opeabiod§V JURXQG
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Recorded reports of rocket attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
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Attacks into Israel from Gaza
as of October 22, 3:00 PM ET
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West Bank

Clashes between Palestinian militants and Israeli forces in the West Bank dropped by

roughly half on October 22 .7 CTP-1SW recorded nine distinct clashes® $O $TVD ODUW\UVY
fighters clashed with Israeli forces in Qabatiya, close to Jenin, on October 22. 7KH DO $TVD 0D
Brigade fighters used small arms and improvised explosive devices (IED) againstlsraeli forces.®

CTP-ISW recorded only two demonstrations in the West Bank on October 22, which is consistent with
the number of demonstrations on October 21.10 + D P DV | f6r[p@t€sts in support of the GazaStrip
across the world did not generateincreased protests in the West Bank.11

Israeli forces continued raids and arrests in the West Bank, arresting at least46 Palestinians, including
27 active Hamas members andtwo PI1J military leaders, south of Jenin on October 22.12
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Clashes in the West Bank
as of October 22, 3:00 PM ET
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South ern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Iranian -backed militants, including Lebanese Hezbollah (LH), conducted 17 attacks as
part of an ongoing attack campaign against IDF forces and assets on October 22. 13These

attacks are consistent with the increased rate of Iranian-backed attacks into Israel since October 15.

This campaign creates opportunities for additional Iranian -backed ground attacks into Israel and
increases the risk of further escalation, as CTRISW previously noted.14 LH militants fired surface-to-
air missiles at an IDF helicopter, marking the first use of air defensein Lebanon against the IDF since
the start of the war.15 The IDF intercepted a drone crossing from Lebanon into Israel 2 the first
attempted drone infiltration from Lebanon since October 20. 16 The majority of attacks from Lebanon
used anti-tank guided missiles against IDF forces and positions.17 Israeli forces struck five ATGM
squads in southern Lebanon on October 2218

The Israeli DefenseMinistry expanded the civilian evacuation zone along the IsraetLebanon border to
encompass 14additional towns.19 Israel previously evacuated towns within two kilometers of the
border.20
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Several Iranian -backed milit ias are participating in the at tack campaign against Israeli forces from
southern Lebanon. The al Qassem Brigades fired multiple barrages of rockets at northern Israeli towns
on October 15 and19.21 Saraya al Qudsclaimed four of its fighters have died in southern Lebanon since
October 7.22 LH has almost certainly approved these attacks given the extent to which LH controls
southern Lebanon and coordinates with the other Iranian -backed groups operating there.

Iranian leaders  have reached a consensus approv ing limited cross -border LH attacks
into Israel , according to Reuters .23 Two LH-affiliated individuals also told Reuters that the LH

PLOLWDU\ DFWLYLW\ DURXQG QR UWiaélitbegesVusphdiot apeRr &HbaidivieV R~

I UR QOWP-1ISW cannot verify the accuracy of this report. It is consistent, however, with the IDF
spokesperson stating that Iran has instructed LH to escalate against Israel and thereby impose pressure
on the IDF while it prepares for ground operations into the Gaza Strip24 These reports indicate that
Iran and LH are coordinating a carefully calibrated escalation to draw Israeli attention away from the
Gaza Strip.

The IDF Air Force conducted airstrikes on the Dama scus and Aleppo international
airport runways on October 22. 25 |srael previously conducted multiple airstrikes on Damascus
and Aleppo international airports on October 12 and 14, disrupt ing critical nodes through which Iran
funnels military equipment and personnel into the Levant. 26 A senior official at the Israeli Foreign
Affairs Ministry indicated that the airstrikes in Syria are part of an Israeli effort to prevent Iran from
moving weapons into Syria and/or opening a front against Israel from there. 2?” The Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) has long used commecial airliners affiliated with the Iranian
regime for military transports to Syria throughout the civil war there.

Unidentified militants conducted an indirect fire attack into the Golan Heights following the IDF
airstrikes on the Damascus and Aleppo international airports , possibly as symbolic retaliation. Israel
forces intercepted the fire .28 This is a consistent responsepattern to Israeli airstrikes into Syria since
the war began. Unidentified militants launched indirect fire into the Golan Heights following the
previous airstrikes. 29

IRGC Quds Force Commander Brigadier General Esmail Ghaani arrived in Syria on
October 2 1 to monitor Iranian -backed militias on the Israel -Syria border , according to
Israeli media .30 CTP-ISW cannot independently verify this report. Iranian -backed militias have
concentrated in southern Lebanon and southwestern Syria in recent days as part of Iranled
preparations for the war to expand into a regional conflict. 31 An Iranian state-affiliated journalist
previously claimed that Ghaani warned Syrian President Bashar al Assad on October 15 that Iran
intends to use Syria as a second front if the IsraetHamas war expands32 An unspecified Iranian
intelligence official claimed that | ran would starta "OLPLWHG ™ JU R X {po@ $1$athtd DY GdraQ
Heights and notably not from Lebanon if the situation escalates to protect LH. 33

The rhetoric of the Lebanese prime minister and foreign minister diverged on the issue
RI /HED QR Q $ible 3uRIKe involvement in the Israel -Hamas war. Prime Minister Najib

6 Ive&]8us (JE §Z "Su C It E v /[ E]E]

(



Mikati expressed concern but indicated that the situation is returning to normal and that the Lebanese
government is making every effort to keep harm away from Lebanon.34 Lebanese Foregn Affairs
Minister Abdallah Bou Habib contrastingly expressed concern about the outbreak of war in southern
Lebanon based on Israeli actions in the Gaza Strip during an interview with al Jazeera3> Bou Habib
called for a ceasefire but warned that Israel will in the event of a larger war erupting suffer far more
losses than it did in the 2006 Lebanon-Israel war.

Attacks into Israel from Lebanon
as of October 22, 3:00 PM ET
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Iran and Axis of Resistance

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias 2 conducted
a one -way drone attack on US forces at Ain al Asad air b ase in Iraqg on October 2 2,
marking the fifth consecutive day of attacks targeting US force in the Middle East. 36 The

Islamic Resistance in Iraq has claimed nine drone and rocket attacks targeting US forcesin Iraq and
Syria since October 1837 Four of those attacks targeted the Ain al Asad air base38 These attacks are
part of the Iranian -led effort to deter the United States from providing meaningful support to Israel, as
CTP-ISW previously assesse®® Iranian -backed Iragi militia Kataib Hezbollah threatened additional
attacks against US positions on October 2040
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Attacks on US Bases in the Middle East
as of October 22, 3:00 PM ET
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® Drone Strike

The Houthi prime minister said on October 22t hat the Houthis will target Israeli ships

in the Red Sea if Israel continues operations in the Gaza Strip after meeting with
Palestinian militia officials in Sanaa, Yemen on October 21 .41 The Houthi prime minister also
acknowledged on October 22 that the United States intercepted Houthi drones and missiles headed
toward Israel over the Red Sea on October 192 He claimed that some of the missiles and drones still
hit their targets. 43 CTP-ISW has not observed any indications of a Houthi drone or missile strike within
Israel, however. The Houthi prime minister is a southern Yemeni#4 He is not part of the Houthi
ORYHPHQWTV L @iIlGcH id akriokt EX@ltively made up of northern Yemenis 4>
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Axis of Resistance Red Lines [JS\\/
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Members of Iran’s Axis of Resistance have articulated their
thresholds for intervening in support of Hamas’ war in Israel

- New red line
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Conduct drone and missile strikes

The United States intervenes in the war

Houthi Movement

Target Israeli ships

Israeli operations in Gaza continue

IRGC -affiliated mediais  conducting an information operation asserting that Israel does
. Tasnim News Agency recirculated a Hamas

not care about Israeli hostages in the Gaza Strip

claim that Hamas sought to transfer two hostages to Israelbut that Israeli officials refused to accept

their delivery on October 22.46 Tasnim simil arly claimed on October 21that Israel TV SFODQGHVWL
isto SFDXVH WKH NLOOLQJ, ROFFRSIVELOH WR B HQ IRDERHNG pibRsked fhid V
article in both Persian and English, which suggests thatthe messaging is intended for both domestic

and global audiences.
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Iran Update, October 23,202 3

Amin Soltani, Peter Mills, Kathyrn Tyson, Ashka Jhaveri
Brian Carter, and Johanna Moore

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and lranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision -making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP)
at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) pro vides these
updates regularly based on regional events. For more on developments in Iran and the region, see
our interactive map of Iran and the Midd le East.

Note: CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover thelsrael-Hamas war. The new sections
address developments in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as noteworthy
activity from ,UDQfV $[LV RI 5ue\db o e kh detail on war crimes because these
activities are well -covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva
Conventions, and humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Key Takeaways:

1. Palestinian militias continued attacks at their usual rate from the Gaza Strip into Israel while
IDF airstrikes target ed Palestinian militant groups affiliated with Hamas in Gaza.

2. Militants in southern Lebanon and Iranian -backed militants, including Lebanese Hezbollah LH,
conducted nine attacks as part of an ongoing attack campaign targeting IDF radar and sensor
sites and military targ ets. The IDF also intercepted two drones traveling from Lebanese territory
north of Haifa .

3. The Islamic Resistance of Iraq? a coalition of Iranian -backed Iragi militias 2 may have expanded
the locations of its attacks against US forces in Syria.
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Palestinian militias continued attacks at their usual rate from the Gaza Strip into Israel

on October 23. The al Qassem Brigade +DP DV Y PLOLWRIQa&H reshdpgibility for six direct
and indirect fire attacks, including two drone attacks, on IDF military positions in southern Israel .1
Saraya al Quds?the militant wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 2claimed responsibility for
another five mortar and rocket attacks.2 The Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades 2 the militan t wing of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine 2 claimed mortar fire targeting IDF units.3

Hamas is try ing to use hostages as leverage to  allow humanitarian aid and fuel into the

Gaza Strip . Hamas claimed that it released two elderly hostages for humanitarian reasons after
mediation from Egypt on October 23.4 Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal said Hamas would release civilian
hostages if Israel reduced its airstrikes into the Gaza Strip.> The Wall Street Journal reported that

negotiations over releasing a group of 50 hostages broke downafter Israel demanded that Hamas
release all hostagesas a prerequisite for permitting fuel to enter the GazaStrip .6 Hamas could use fuel
and other aid supplies to support its efforts to defend against an IDF ground operation . Hamas still

holds more than 200 hostages.” Hamas spokesmen Abdul Latif al Qanou framed apossible IDF ground

invasion into the GazaStrip as an opportunity to kill and capture IDF soldiers on October 23. 8

3 Ive&]8us (JE §Z "Su C It E v /[ E]E]

(



Indirect Fire Attacks into Israel from
Gaza as of October 23, 3:00 PM ET

STUDY OF WAR

AND
CRITICAL
THREATS

THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

Al & _
/ @ é_/ oy o T Jordan ‘
@)) Al Qassem Brigades

. __ launched two one-way
attack drones at IDF
bases in southern Israel

Egypt

(\
o) 50 100 \ > Kilometers
I

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mlt%hell Belcher Noel Mlkkelsen Ashka Jhaveri, Johanna Moore, and
Andie Parry - © 2023 Institute for the Study _j\Of War an AEI's Critical Threats Project

| —

3 Israel @ Rocket Attacks 2 Syria

[ Jordan and Lebanon @ Mortar Attacks Gaza Strip and West Bank

¥/ Golan Heights ® Drone Strike

Recorded reports of rocket attacks; CTP -ISW cannot independently verify impact.
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IDF Major General Michael Edelstein s tated that Israel ha s evidence of Iranian
LQYROYHPHQW LQ +D P Dattdck2 FRd& ek dtated that Iran assisted Hamas with training
in the GazaStrip but refused to elaborate further.10 Iranian officials have invited Hamas militants to
training camps in Iran in addition to assisting the group in manufacturing missiles and rockets.11lran
has developed smuggling routes across the Levant to transfer weapons and rocket manufacturing
material to Hamas and evade Israeli interdiction . CTP-ISW previously assessed that Iran would likely
provide material and financial support to its proxies to fight Israel rathe r than get directly involved in
the Israel-Hamas war.12

IDF airstrikes continue to target Palestinian  militias allied with Hamas in the Gaza Strip .
The al Agsa Martyr s' Brigade announced on October 23 that the commander of its Rafah Brigade died
during the ongoing war with Israel. 13 IDF airstrikes previously killed a commander affiliated with
Saraya al Qudsand the head of the military wing of the Popular Resistance Committee in Rafah on
October 12 and 19respectively.14CTP-ISW previously reported on October 21that the IDF faces a loose
coalition of Palestinian militant groups in the GazaStrip 2 rather than just Hamas.15
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Hamas 1 ¥fforts to expand the war to the West Bank remain mostly unsuccessful. CTP-
ISW only recorded one demonstration on October 23 after a high of 11 demonstrations on October 2016
The rate of dashes between Palestinian militants and Israeli forces in the West Bankis consistent with
the number of clasheson October 22, after the rate dropped by half from October 21 to 22.17 CTP-ISW
recorded nine distinct clashes.18

Palestinian militants ambushed Israeli forces in response to Israeli raids against Palestinian militants.
Tulkarm Brigades fighters used improvised explosive devices (IED) and small arms to attack Israeli
forces in Tulkarm during an Israeli ground operatio n.1° Other Palestinian militants fired small arms
targeting Israeli forces during raids in Bethlehem and Jazloum IDP camp. 20
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Clashes in the West Bank
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Iranian -backed militants, including Lebanese Hezbollah (LH), conducted nine attacks as
part of an ongoing attack campaign targeting IDF radar and sensor sites and military

targets. LH claimed responsibility for attacking four IDF positions along the northern Israeli border. 21
Attacks on Israeli towns and military positions continu ed along the entire border and into the disputed
Sheeba Farms.

The IDF intercepted  a drone traveling from Lebanese territory north of Haifa. 22 CTP-ISW
has observednine instances of drones flying into northern Israeli territory and three in Haifa Province
since October 7. It is unclear whether any of the drones are armed ormeant for surveillance. Haifa is
one the most critical business centers of Israel and the port handles nearly 50 percent of Israel's freight
volume.2z3 Independent analysts have noted that Iran is especially interested in threatening the
petrochemical facilities in Haifa given that the spread of fumes could maximize casualties?* The IDF
furthermore maintains several militar y sites in the vicinity of Haifa. 25

The LH -affiliated Lebanese Resistance Brigades  announced the death of two of its
members during unspecified duties for the first time since October 7 .26 The Lebanese Army,
in coordination with the UNIFIL, retrieved the bodies from the outskirts of Kfarshouba north of Shebaa
Farms.2” LH Secretary GeneralHassan Nasrallah proclaimed the creation of the brigade in 1997. The
group enlisted primarily non -Shia Lebanesewith a shared commitment to Lebanon and its unity and
national defense.28 Several Iranian-backed militias, including Hamas and PI1J, are participating in the
attack campaign against Israeli forces from southern Lebanon. LH almost certainly permits attacks
from southern Lebanon given the extent to which LH controls southern Lebanon and coordinates with
the other Iranian -backed groups opeating there.
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Attacks into Israel from Lebanon
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The Islamic Resistance of Iraq 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iragi militias 2 expanded
the locations of its attacks against US forces in Syria on October 23 . The Islamic Resistance
in Irag claimed two one-way drone attackstargeting US forcesin Syria, marking the sixth consecutive
day of attacks targeting US forces in the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance of Iraq hasclaimed 11
drone and rocket attacks on US forces in Iraq and Syria since October 18. These attacks are part of the
Iranian -led effort to deter the United States from providing meaningful support to Israel, as CTP -ISW
previously assessec??

11

x The Islamic Resistance of Iraq claimedthat it fired two dronestargeting US forcesat the al Tanf
Garrison and al Rukban campin eastern Syria on October 23.3° The Islamic Resistance of Iraq
last targeted a Tanf Garrison on October 1931 The group said that the drones 3 KLW WKHLU W
and released a video of the attack32 US Pentagon Press Secretary Pat Rydeconfirmed that there
was an attempted drone attack on al Tanf Garrison that did not cause any injuries to US
personnel.33 Ryder said that US defense systems at al Tanf Garrison intercepted two drones,
possibly referring to the attack on al Rukban.34 Al Tanf Garrison is approximately 18 kilometers
from al Rukban.

x The Islamic Resistance of Iraq claimed a one-way drone attack targeting US forces at al
Malikiyah military basein northeastern Syria on October 23.35 This attack marks the first time
the Islamic Resistance of Iraq claimed that it targeted US forcesat al Malikiyah. The group said
that WKH G URIQM W K H L WaNPenthddhArass SecretaryPat Ryder did not confirm the
attack on Malikiyah but said that the United States is still conducting a TTomprehensive
overview “of the October 23 drone attacks.3¢
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Hundreds of Iranian -backed foreign fighters have deployed to border areas with Israel

according to a report from the anti -Syrian regime outlet  Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights (SOHR) on October 23. Unspecified SOHR sources said that hundreds of Iranian-backed
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fighters from Iraq, Syria, and the Afghan Fatemiyoun Division have deployed to the border areas near
the Golan Heights along the southwestern Syrian border since October 2137 CTP-ISW has tracked the
movement of Iranian -backed militants to southwestern Syria since the war began on October 78

Iranian officials and media are continu ing their attempts to deter an lIsraeli ground
operation into the Gaza Strip while also attempt ing to reassure their domestic and Axis
of Resistance audiences that such an operation will fail. IRGC-affiliated Tasnim News Agency

outined WKH 3VLJQLILFD @hw IsrdeDndl @rée bhddcting a ground operation into the Gaza

Strip, highlighting + D P Danfi-tank capabilities.3? Iranian state media similarly argued that Israeli
BULPH OLQLVWHU %HQMDPLQ 1Hevg De@n Bl&may Endvibr@dr Routlineds ¥elzéral
SFKDOOHQJHV™ IDFLQJ ,VUDHOL JURXQG RSHUDWLRQV LQWR WK
weakened relations with the Arab world, a high military death toll, and the potential for a geographic
expansion of the conflict.40 IRGC Deputy Commander Brigadier General Ali Fadavi similarly warned
WKDW ,VUDHO ZRXOG VXIIHU D 3GLVJUDFHIXO" GHIHDW DW WKH KI
the Gaza Strip during an interview IRGC-affiliated Fars News Agency#!

X lIsraeli, anti-regime, and Axis of Resistanceaffiliated media reported that Fadavi warned that
,UDQ ZRXOG FRQGXFW PLVVLOH VW4 avidn/st&emedialdidOnct ledpdptH F H \
WKLV DVSHFW RI )D G xdncdaingViie Ddiéet RreinakV threat to Israel. This is
consistent with CTP-ISW's previous assessment that Iran seeks to avoid a direct confrontation
with Israel and would likely provide material and financial support to its proxies rather than get
directly involved in the Israel -Hamas war.43

x lIranian officials have repeatedlythreatened to strike Haifa and Tel Aviv during previous periods
of tension with Israel. President Ebrahim Raisi, for example, threatened in April 2023 to
SGHVWUR\" WKH WZR ,VUDHOL FLWL*HYV ZHUH ,VUDHO WR SURY

Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian is continuing to engage in
political coordination with Palestinian militia leaders . Abdollahian held separate telephone
conversations with Hamas Political Bureau Chairman Ismail Haniyeh and P1J Secretary General Ziyad
al Nakhalah on October 22.45 Abdollahian discussed Iranian efforts to support Palestine and halt Israel
3F UL P Hté QagaStrip 2 consistent with previous Iranian official rhetoric since October 13. 46 Both
Abdollahian and the Palestinian militia leaders condemnedUS support for Israel 2 also consistent with
their previous rhetoric since October 13. Abdollahian met with senior Hamas offi cials, including
Haniyeh, in Doha between October 14and 1547 Abdollahian visited Qatar after concluding a diplomatic
tour of Iraq, Lebanon, and Syria.4¢ CTP-ISW assessed that the tour was part of an Iranian effort to
coordinate politically with senior leaders of Axis of Resistance vis-a-vis the Israel-Hamas war.49

Iranian Defense and Armed Forces Logistics Minister Brigadier General Mohammad

Reza Ashtiani discussed the October 22 Israeli strikes on the Damascus and Aleppo
international airports with his Syrian counterpart Lieutenant General Ali Mahmoud
Abbas on October 23. 50 Ashtiani argued that Israel seeks to send a message that it icapable of
delivering serious military responses on all fronts to cover up its actual 21 U D J.L 8shtiai also argued
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WKDW ,VUDHO LV FRPPLWWilcqhduetsR i€ btwedks @ the\GataFStrip2tonsistent with
previous Iranian rhetoric since October 13.51
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,UDQ 8SGDWH 2FWREHU

%ULDQ &DUWHU 3HWHU OLOOV $QGLH 3DUU\ $PLQ 6ROWDQL $Q¢
ORRUH DQG 1LFKRODV &DUO

7KH ,UDQ 8SGDWH SURYLGHV LQVLIKWS RQWRRJ HGDDEWQ YLQWE HV DOCE
XQGHUPLQH UHJLRQDO VWDELOLW\ DQG WKUHDWHQ 86 IRUFHV DQ
WKDW DIIHFW WKH VW DPDWINLION\ RO QK E HERMNQ LRI BHMILWLFDO 7KUHD!
&73 DW WKH $PHULFDQ (QWHUSULVH ,QVWLWXWH DQG WKH ,QVW
WKHVH XSGDWHV UHJXODUO\ EDVHG RQ UHJLRQDO HYHQWYV )RU F
UHJLRQ MKHWRXODFWLYH PDS RI ,UDQ DQG WKH OLGGOH (DVW

1RWH &73 DQG ,6: KDYH UHIRFXVHG WKH XBGWD \® B UN R KBHR QHIZ WK F
DGGUHVV GHYHORSPHQWY LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS WKH :HVW %DQN
DFWLYLW\ IURP ,UDQTV $[LV RI 5HVLVWDR® H D:i FELR. DIRW ELHHFDRW\N
DFWLYLWLHNRNUMY HGQQ :HVWHUQ PHGLD DQG GR QRW GLUHFWO\
DUH DVVHVVLQJ DQG IRUHFDVWLQJ :H XWWHUO\ FRQGHPQ YLROD
&RQYHQWLRQV DQG KXPRXQILWIHGR QRW GHVFULEH WKHP LQ WKFE

.H\ 7DNHDZD\V

+DPDV DQG LWV DOOLHVY DUH SUHSDULQJ WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ
SRVVLEOH GHDWKV RI KRVWDJHV LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS HVSHFL
SDOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDV FRQWLQXHG DWWD ENVQIWR VWAKUHD K OX

&ODVKHV EHWZHHQ 3DOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWDQWY DQG ,VUDHOL
‘HVW %DQN +DPDV KDV UHSHDWHGO\ WULHG WR LQFLWH YLR
WKH ZDU EHJDQ

,ZUDQIEMENHG PLOLWDQWYV LQFOXGLQJ /HEDQHVH +H]JEROODK
DQ RQJRLQJ DWWDFN FDPSDLJQ WDUJHWLQJ ,') UDGDU DQG V
DWWDFNV DUH FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK :HVWHUQJD/QRS 3N S O\ UUDHE
EXV\ "’

7KH ,VODPLF SHVLYWDIFRDPW RWLBOHBFNUGQ,IUDQJ? K B NVOHMWILILPH G C
DWWDFNV RQ 86 EDVHV LQ ,UDT DQG 6\ULD VLQFH 2FWREHU
OHG HIIRUW WR GHWHU WKH 8QLWHG 6 WDRMHY WRRPVBDRWYLGLC

,UDQED@NHG ,UDTL PLOLWLD $O0ZL\D :DDG DO +DT WKH 5LJIJKW
WR DWWDFN 86 IRUFHV LQ .XZDLW DQG WKH 8QLWHG $UDE (PL

,UDQ LV VHWWLQJ LQIRUPDWLRQDO FRQGLWLRQV WR EODPH V
HVFDODWLRQ RI WKH ZDU DQG GHIOHFW DQ\ UHVSRQVLELOLW
SXVKLQJ LIJIQRUHV WKH IDFW WKDW ,UD Q W.IRW RO UVHKILGA ZIDBL D |
,UDT 6\ULD DQG <HPHQ E\ GLUHFWLQJ LWV SUR[\ DQG SDUWC(
86 DQG ,VUDHOL WDUJHWYV
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*D]D 6WULS

+DPDV DQG LWV DOOLHV DUH SUHSDULQJ WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ HQY
SRVVLEOH GHDWKV RI KRVWDJHV LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS HVSHFLDOC
KRVWD3BWYDV PLOLWDU\ VSRNHVSHUVRQ $EX S8EDLGD VDLG RQ 2F\
KRVWDJHYV LQ UHVSRQVH WR ,VUDHOL DLUVWULNHY LQGLFDWLQJ
DQG RU SROLW @@ UP UGNZ V2ERIP QFDQLDQ RXWOHW DIILOLDWHG Z
SHYROXWLRQDU\ *XDU® BRRRISWHG*RQWERWRENUDHOYTV *FODQGHVW
SFDXVH WKH NLOOLQJ RI FDSWLYH ,VUDHOL\@D ODR¥RUGLOQQ \WRO BLRY
3,- VSRNHVSHUVRQ $EX +DP]D VDLG RQ 2FWREHU WKDW ,VUDH
KRVWDBJ@ V

+DPDV DQG DOOLHG 3DOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDV WRRN KRVWDJHV G
DQ ,VUDHOL JURXQG RSHUDWLRQ LQWR WKH *D]D 6WULS DQG RU
DFWLRQV DQG UKHWRULF VXJIJHVWDWKDW ©@DIPD® IMRGIBEQE UB®/ IR LW
KRZHYHU ,VUDHO LV FRQWLQXLQJ WR SUHSDUH IRU D SRVVLEOH
:DOO 6WUHHW -RXUQDO 4HBBRWVWRE WXIHWQNIRDMCDOWLRQYV FROODS
GHPDQGHG WIXHDAWDOORZ IXHO GHOLYRPU@KHW |\QUDRH &/ K1 H QN\NDH 6)MR U IE §
VSRNHVSHUVRQ VDLG WKDW IXHO ZLOO QRW HQWHU WKH VWULS E
LQIUDVWE X@wWWRHBL VRXUFHY VDLG WKDW ,VUDHO HVWLPDWHYV WK
IXHO DQG ZLOO QHHG WR OHDYH WKHLU WXQQHO QHWZRUNV XQG|
GHSOHWHG
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Attacks into Israel from Gaza
as of October 24, 3:00 PM ET

INSTITUTE FOR THE
UDY OF WAR

fon
R CRITICAL
& THREATS
S THE DR. JACK LONDON
@derot = GEOSPATIAL FUND

Netivot Israeli naval forces targeted a
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[ Israel @ Rocket Attacks Gaza Strip and West Bank

(© Mortar Attacks

Infiltration

[ Jordan and Lebanon [ Syria

5SHFRUGHG UHSRUWYV RI URFNBDWYW @RVWVDFEMSRBRQEHQWO\ YHULI\ LPS
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3DOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDYV FRQWLQXHG DWWDFNV DW WKHLU XVXD!
RQ 2FWREHAKH DO 4DVVHP 9OWPIDI\DG PIVO L WIDADN. PHGIJUHVSRQVLELOL
LQGLUHFW |IEUGDDWVDDFDWAKGGPLOLWDQWFDIDQPRG 3JHVSRQVLELOLV
PRUWDU DQG URFE W DWW \WDWVD \0DUWWKH PO BEW?2ZFIODILRHBD W |
UHVSRQVLELOLW)\ IRU @R HJ RE X H\U LD OWW VFONVK B BILOD.GHDMWQW ZLQJ |
JURQW IRU WKH /LEHUDWBR® QRD LHHIEHVWV ORIQB)LELOLW\ IRUBMKU H |
Rl 5HVLVOMDLQ@OAHOWHG PHGLD DQG ,') RXWOHWYV UHSRUWHEG @KZR RW
UDWH RI DWWDFNV LV FRQVLV W& QWD \Z IREK MK G VP HUW R ID QW& BB \ \

&73,6: UHFRUGHG RQH LQILOWUDWLRQ DWWHPSW IURP WKH *D]D 6
HOHPHQWY WDUJHWHG D FHOO RI +DPDV GLYHUV BW®@KHP B® LADI Wi
%ULJDGHY FODLPHG WKDW LWV IRUFHV FODVKHG ZLWK WKH @) QF
2ZWKHU 3DOHVWLQLDQ VRXUFHV VDLG WKDW ILIWHHQ +DPDV ILJKW
WKH\ FODVKHG 2LVBKMWKHZRXQGHG VL[ +DPDV ILJKWHUV DFFRUG
PHGLED @
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Indirect Fire Attacks into Israel from
Gaza as of October 24, 3:00 PM ET
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‘HVW %DQN

&ODVKHV EHWZHHQ 3DOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWDQWY DQG ,VUDHOL IRU
WKH :HVW %DQN RQ 2&WREHIHFRUGHG WKUHH FODVKHV RQ 2FWRE
RQ 2FWREH@®73,6: DOVR UHFRUGHG RQH GHPRQVWUDWLRQ LQ 7XO
6WWLS@®DPDV KDV UHSHDWHGO\ WULHG WR LQFLWH YLROHQFH DJD

EHIDQ @

x 7TKH DO $TVvD ODUW\UVY %ULJDGH FODLPHG UHVSRQVLELOLW\
IDEOXV@LOLWDQWY OXUHG WKH ,') EHIRUH WKURZLQJ DQ ,(' D
PHGLD UHSRUWHG WKDW RQH ,') VROGLHU@DV ZRXQGHG LQ W

x 7KH -DEDD %IDWRMRPSIRROMHQW RI 3,-1V DPODLEW G UHMSROW LELO
VKRRWLQJ GRZQ DQ ,VUDHOL G UR BRQLVOUFEDH GHX \WDQBR UH
-DEDD %DWWDOLRQ PLOLWDQWY VKRW GRZQ WKH ®WRPYH ZKL
FRPED W@

x TKH 1IDEOXV2%DUAQDWHRI 3,-1V DOz UXKGR GWHGEGDWKOW LW DWWDF
,') SDWURO L® I@EOXYV
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Clashes in the West Bank

as of October 24, 3:00 PM ET
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6RXWKHUQ /HEDQRQ DQG *RODQ +HLJKWYV

,UDQLERFNHG PLOLWDQWY LQFOXGLQJ /HEDQHVH +H]JEROODK /+
SDUW RI DQ RQJRLQJ DWWDFN FDPSDLJQ WDUJHWLQJ ,') UDGDU D
WDUJHWV+>F@LPHG WZRQNQWLGHG PXQLWLRQ $7*0 DWWDFNV R
QRUWKHUQ ,V WD H@® LDBRRGHWHIOHDVHG D FRPSLODWLRQ YLGHR RI S
DQG VHQVRU@ LKADMVFRQWLQXHG WR VXIIHU FDVXDOWLHV LQ WKH
') WDUJHWV $7*0 VTXDGV S RHS/OIDHBIQW R ILLUH DQYWWG MRXUQDOLV
WKH JURXS LQWHQGY WR GHVWUR\ WKH ,")IV "HVSLRQDJH FDSDFL
PRYHPHQW DORQJ WKH ERUGHUY WaKWHRI B WM B FNVDDWWDFR@ VLV W H
,VUDHOL UHSRUWYV WKDW /+ LV WU\L® J @KR VNAHPSS DVLU Q HIDQ.VIFR B B H\
RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU IXUWKHU /+ DWWDFNV LQWR ,VUDHO DQG LC
,6: SUHYLRXVO\ @RWHG

B8QLGHQWLILHG PLOLWDQWY LQ VRXWKZHVWHUQ 6\ULD ODXQFKHG
> @73,6: KDV UHFRUGHG ILYH DWWDFNV LQWR WKH *RODQ® +@&LJ!
7KLY PRVW UHFHQW DWWDFN LV LQFRQVLVWG&H:QRAD ¥ LRAEK/ MUKYH B WG/
ZDU VR IDU 8QLGHQWLILHG PLOLWDQWY KDYH RQO\ ILUHG LQWR
DLUVWULNHYV RQ 6\ULDQ DLUSR@WH X)SKOQWHRQWKEWISELIQWH DLU\
'‘DPDVFX® PQHSSR LQWHUQDWLRQDO DLUSRUWYV VLQFH 2FWREHU
WUDQVIHU PLOLWDU\ HTXLSPHQOW @QG SHUVRQQHO WR 6\ULD
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Attacks into Northern Israel from

Vg

Syria and Lebanon as of October 24, 3:00 PM ET

NFp / J 5
® 3 P ~H
Majdal ) F m W
Aziz ) 5 ) Ain Arab * INSTITUTE FOR THE

- j el 1 S !.UDY OF WARE

&\ ~ Y —~ AND -
, s W, gt e it

. \: Lebanon -

Bent Jbail

AT ) Iranian-backed militants
O . . .
\ ‘f:y ’t‘a $8% fired anti-tank munitions at

six IDF positions

/V
Judaida-maker Oital
\

Hatsor HaGlilit

Bu'aina /
Golan 4
Karkom ’ /
[ |
' \
\
P )
| ® |y
/
Tiberias S 4 )
V Syria
Jpa=V
’ &
Iksal : e
7 :/ Lebanon— — _
P4
(o} 5 10 20 Kilometers —_— ) \
(et TR i ) " R i A of|  Esgypt
Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mitchell Belcher, Noel=Mikkelsen, Thqmas Bergeron, Ashka Jhdveri{” B E
J(}l{anna Moore, and Andie Parry - © 2023 Institute for the Study of War and AEL 's’Cr’iticEl(‘ Threats Project '\ )"
[ Israel @ Rocket Attacks [ Jordan and Lebanon
KXY Israeli Evacuation Zone Anti-Tank Fire I Syria
[/ Golan Heights

i IveY&ps (JE §Z "SSP C I tE& v [[+ E]Y 0 dZE &+ WE}i

AN A



/+ DQG /HEDQHVH JRYHUQPHQW RIILFLDOV KDYH RSSRVLQJ PHVVD
WKH ZDU H[SDQGLQJ W HHHEPR®VH SULPH PLQLVWHU DQG /HEDQ
YLVLWHG VRXWKHUQ /HEDQRQ RHYFWAEWWULQJ WR G UHRYWR UG J V)
1IDWLRQV ,QWHULP RUFH LQ /HED@RB /BEDQHWHDSHRAVVFRPPDQGH L
/JHEDQHVH DUP\ LV IROORZLQJ GHYHORSPHQWY DQG PDLQWDLQLQ
WKH /HEDQHVH SULPH PLQLVWHURNDRQO R X8 RNQRTKE SHOFGHVH S
DQG WKH DUP\ FRPPDQGHU GR QRW FRQWURO /+ IRUFHV LQ VRXW
HQIRURFRHVEBIODWLRQ KRZHYHU /+ 'HSXW\ 6HFUHWDU\ *HQHUDO 1C
WKDW /+ LV DW KWK IE DWW OW WRWSHIHQG WKH *D]D 6WULS DQG WKE
WULJIH@ °

,UDQ DQG $[LV RI 5HVLVWDQFH

7KH ,VODPLF SHVLVWBOQFHRROIWILTRQ RHDEDMIYEDQDTL PKDVYWLDYV
FODLPHG GDLO\ DWWDFNV RQ 86 EDVHV LQ ,UDT DKHzJBMRKDB KMDQFF
FODLPHG GURQH DQG URFNHW DWWDFNV LQ WKLV WLPH 7KH JU
DWWDFNV DJDLQVW 86 IRUFHV LQ 6\ULD 7KGNG B WRWDF NYVRD&HWI
6WDWHV IURP SURYLGL®R UMW DMRL QWX B XBIW KRBVOS>DWHVVHG

x 7KH ,VODPLF 5HVLVWDQFH LQ ,UDT FODLPHG WKDW LW XVHG ¢
6KDGGDGL LQ HDVWHUQ DQG QRUWKHDVW HY Q@K\KN U RS/ 0P\
WKH GURQHV 3KLW WKHLU WDUJHW ~ 7KH JURXS KDV QRW SUH
2PDU DQG DO 6KDGGDGL

x 7KH ,VODPLF 5HVLVWDQFH LQ ,UDT FODLPHG WKDW LW ILUHG
DLUEDVH LQ ,UDT RQ@HM RERXS UHOHDVHG D YLGHR VKRZLQJ
GLG QRW LQFOXGH IRRWD@KHRVIDD\PLESDHW. VWDQFH LQ ,UDT |
DWWDFNV RQ 86 IRUFHV DW $LQ DO $VDG DLUEDVH VEQFMHZFV
PLOLWLD +DUDNDW +H]EROODK DO 1XMDED FRQGHPQHG WKH
86 IRUFHV IURP 2BWREH@XMDEWYEBXVO\ WKUHDWHQHG WR DW
,UDT LQ 0D EGRQGEQVHG 4PQM®HWG DO $UDE\ DO -DGHHG UHSF
3ULPH OLQLVWHU ORKDPPDG 6KLD DO 6XGDQ LEBFMHBL BAKRWMHKH
,UDT LQ DQ HIIRUW WR GHHVFDCGD\@KMDRMX 36 G RIUFRIWBUFQUH (EDDT
,UDTL PLOLWLD .DWDLE +H]JEROODK UHIXVHG WR PHHW ZLWK
HVFDOBDW@RQ

,UDQLERFNHG ,UDTL PLOLWLD $0OZL\D :DDG DO +DT WKH 5LIJKWHR
WKUHDWHQHG WR DWWDFN 86 IRUFHV LQ .XZDLW DQG WKH 8QLWH

> @®OZL\D :DDG DO +DT SUHYLRXVO\ FODLPHG GURQH DWWDFNV
-DQXDU\ DQG "YLWDO IDFLOLWLHV  LQ $EX 'KDEL 8QLEWHBG $UD
,6: SUHYLRXVO\ DVVHVVHG WKDW WKLV JURXS ZBV@URUDM D IURQ
7HOHJUDP FKDQQHOV DIILOLDWHG ZLWHURRPSLVSW R ) HIDWR XER/ BIVW K
. XZDLW DQG WKH 8QLWHG @KIIDEWRUHDWHNQG LWV DJDSD EKTFQPH R Y
VXJIJHVW WKEWF,NW®LDDRTL PLOLWLDV DUH ZLOOLQJ WR HVFDODW

,UDQ LV VHWWLQJ LQIRUPDWLRQDO FRQGLWLRQV WR EODPH WKH
IXUWKHU HVFDODWLRQ RI WKH ZDU DQG GHIOHFW eX@\UBIIR Y S/RIQ\GLHE
$OL .KDPHQHLYTV RIILFLDO ZHEVLWH DFFXVHG ,VUDHO RI WU\LQJ V
VXSSRUWRUHLJQ $I1IDLUV OLQLVWU\ VSRNHVSHUVRQ 1DVVHU .DQD
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VHHNLQJ WR SUHVHUYH UHJLRQDO VW PRIQIHWL Q @Gl VR F XK M 8 Q&
DQG LWW D@O&BMLOLDWHG )DUVDUHZXVWGIRM@RFWREHU  WKDW $[L\
DWWDFNV RQ $PHULFDQ EDVHV LQ ,UDT DQG 6\ULD DUH RQO\ PHD
WKH , WP 2D@LQH XQVSHFLILHG ,UDQLDQ RRFEZFH G OAM BIRRHIG VDK
$UDE\ DO -DGHHG WKDW ,UDQ RQO\ VXEBRHWF LW L B DGV WCDF®! ¥ VF
SRVLWLWRMN UBJLRQ EXW ZRXOG QRW VHHN WR RSHQ D 'PDMRA Q}
,UDQYV $PEDVVDGRU WR 5XVVLD .D]JHP -DODOL ODVWO\ VWDWHG \
WKH FRQIOLFW ZRXOG IDOO RQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV DQG ,VUDH!
2FWREHU

7KLV LQIRUPDWLRQ RSHUDWLRQ WKDW WKH ,UDQLDQ UHJLPH LV F
DQG ,VUDHO DV WKH DQWDJRQLVWYV LQ WKH ZDU DQG HVSHFLDOO
LQIRUPDWLRQ RSHUDWLRQ DOVR MLERHV D/HSH@RED MPRHU D W R HWSR 8
7KLV QDUUDWLYH WKDW ,UDQ LV SXVKLQJ LIJQRUHV WKH IDFW WK
WKLV ZDU WR /HEDQRQ ,UDT 6\ULD DQG <HPHQ E\ GLUHFWLQJ L\
FRXQWRIDAWWDFN 86 DQG ,VUDHOL WDUJHWV
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