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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers eventsand trends
that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project
(CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides
theseupdates regularly basedon regional events. Click hereto seeCTPand , 6 : { iMteractive map of
Israeli ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this
report. Click here to subscribe to the Iran Update.

CTP-ISW definesthe 3$[ LoV 5 H V L VWaBtQeruHConventional alliance that Iran has cultivated in
the Middle East sincethe Islamic Republic cameto power in 1979.This transnational coalition is
comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate to securetheir collective
interests. Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these
groups with varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchangefor somedegree
of influence or control over their actions. Someare traditional proxies that are highly responsive to
Iranian direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence.
Members of the Axis of Resistanceare united by their grand strategic objectives, which include
eroding and eventually expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli
state, or both. Pursuing theseobjectives and supporting the Axis of Resistanceto those ends have
becomecornerstones of Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes becausetheseactivities are well-covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessingand forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the GenevaConventions and crimes against
humanity eventhough we do not describe them in thesereports.

CTP-ISW will publish abbreviated updates on April 6 and 7,2024. Detailed coverage will resume
Monday, April 8, 2024.

Israel withdrew most of its forces from the Gaza Strip on April 7. Israeli officials and

media sources have framed the withdrawals as part of their preparations for conducting

a clearing operation into Rafah. Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant announced on April 7 that
,VUDHOL 3IRUFHV FDPH RXW" RI WKH *D]D 6WULS 3DQG D[]Hsr&lHS D
military correspondents similarly interpreted the withdrawal as part of an IDF effort to reconstitute

ahead of advancing into Rafah[2] Israeli media close to the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) clarified that

the IDF 98th Division withdrew from the southern Gaza Strip on April 7. [3] Israeli brigades and units
operating under the command of the 98th Division were previously the only Israeli forces remaining in

the southern Gaza Strip. Palestinian sources posted images of areas in which the 98th Division recently
operated, suggesting hat Israeli forces had withdrawn from those areas.[4]
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Hamas and other Palestinian militias will likely try to exploit the Israeli withdrawal to
reconstitute militarily and reassert Hamas' governing  authority around Khan
Younis. Israeli officials and media sources have framed the withdrawals as part of their transition
toward a raid -based model around Khan Younis? similar to what the IDF has done in the northern Gaza
Strip since December 2023[5] Israeli military correspondents asserted that the IDF has destroyed
+DPDVY .KDQ <RXQLV %ULJDGH DQG ZLOO DFFRUGLQJO\ WUDQVLW
militia forces and infrastructure there. [6] Hamas conducted a multi-stage attack that killed four Israeli
soldiers in Khan Younis on April 6, however, demonstrating that Hamas retains some combat
effectiveness there[7] CTP-ISW has reported extensively on how Hamas and other Palestinian militias
have exploited the withdrawal of Israeli forces in the northern Gaza Strip to infiltrate and rebuild their
networks there.[8] The IDF has redeployed to several areas in the northern Gaza Strip in recent months
to re-clear those areas of Palestinian fighters and militia infrastructure. [9] Hamas and the other
Palestinian militias will likely see an opportunity to pursue similar effects around Khan Younis
following the Israeli withdrawal there.

Unspecified Israeli sources claimed that the IDF withdrawal from the southern Gaza
Strip will enable displaced Palestinians in Rafah to migrate to parts of Khan Younis and
the central Gaza Strip.[10] The migration of Palestinians from Rafah to other parts of the Gaza
Strip would facilitate an Israeli clearing operation into Rafah, according to Israeli military

correspondents.[11] Israel and aid organizations have not yet constructed encampments in the
southern and central Gaza Strip to which Gazans could migrate. Israeli media indicated that the
construction of such encampments was part of the IDF humanitarian plan. [12]

The withdrawal of the IDF 98th Division means that the Nahal Brigade is the only
remaining Israeli unit in the Gaza Strip.[13] The Nahal Brigade operates around the border of

the central and northern Strip to secure Israeli -built highway Route 749, which bisects the northern

and southern Gaza Strip and three nearby forward operating bases for future raids and operations in

the Gaza Strip.[14] The role of the Nahal Brigade in securing the divide between the central and
QRUWKHUQ *D]D 6WULS LV FRQVLVWHQW Z L-WYagedrhiidél. |s)del milkadyO W L
correspondents have reported that the IDF uses the road to quickly launch raids into the Gaza Strip,
VXFK DV WKH DO 6KLID +RVSLWDO RSHUDWLRQ WKDW WKH ,') FKLH
to the capture and death of many senior Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PI1J) fighters on March

30.[15]

Key Takeaways:

x Gaza Strip: Israel withdrew most of its forces from the Gaza Strip. Israeli officials and
media sources have framed the withdrawals as part of their preparations for conducting a
clearing operation into Rafah. Hamas and other Palestinian militias will likely try to ex ploit
the Israeli withdrawal to reconstitute militarily and reassert Hamas governing authority
around Khan Younis.

x West Bank: Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least four locations in the
West Bank.

x Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights: Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least
seven attacks from southern Lebanon into northern Israel.

x Irag: The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed that it conducted a drone attack targeting an
XQVSHFLILHG 3 YLWDO WDUJHW”" LQ (LODW ,VUDHO
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x Yemen: The Houthis claimed that they conducted five drone and missile attacks targeting
civilian and military vessels over the previous 72 hours.

Israel-Hamas War as of
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Axis of Resistance objectives:

x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations

in the Gaza Strip
x Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip
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The IDF 89th Commando Forces (98th Division) cleared al Amal neighborhood, western
Khan Younis, before withdrawing on April 7. The 89th Commando forces located over 100
militia sites during operations in al Amal. [16] Israeli forces detonated and destroyed a 900-meter
tunnel equipped with living rooms and weapons stores.[17] The IDF conducted raids to seize weapons
and kill Palestinian fighters, including a Hamas squad commander. [18]

Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the

Gaza Strip as of April 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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#*ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations” laver uses the US mililary's doetrinal definition of elearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area.” Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete
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Isracli Announced Evacuation Zones in the

Gaza Strip as of April 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Palestinian fighters conducted two indirect fire attacks from the Gaza Strip into Israel
on April 7. PIJ targeted towns in southern Israel with a five -rocket barrage shortly after all Israeli
forces withdrew from the southern Gaza Strip.[19] An Israeli military correspondent said that the Iron
Dome intercepted all the rockets.[20] The Palestinian Mujahideen Movement separately targeted the
IDF Gaza Division headquarters in Reim, southern Israel.[21]

The Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine mortared Israeli armor near the Israel -Gaza Strip
border northeast of Qarara on April 7.[22] Palestinian militias did not claim additional attacks targeting
Israeli forces on April 7, likely due to the IDF withdrawal from the southern Gaza Strip and a lack of
target availability.
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Attacks into Israel from Gaza
as of April 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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West Bank

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least four locations in the West
Bank since CTP-ISW's last data cut off on April 6.[23]
A Palestinian fighter fired upon an Israeli bus and wounded two individuals, including

an IDF soldier, near Nabi Elias on April 7.[24]
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Clashes in the West Bank

as of April 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashesand demonstrations in the West Bank.
Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
x Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term
x Expel the United States from Syria

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least seven attacks from southern Lebanon into
northern Israel since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on April 6.[25]
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The IDF conducted airstrikes targeting Hezbollah air defense systems in Baalbek,
Lebanon, after Hezbollah intercepted an IDF drone over southern Lebanon on April

6.[26]

Attacks into Northern Israel from

Lebanon as of April 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Recordedreports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

I[ran and the Axis of Resistance

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq 2 acoalition of Iranian -backed Iraqi militias 2 claimed that
it conducted adrone attack targeting an unspecified 3Y L WADDDU Jind BMat, Israel, on April
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6.[277 ,VUDHO PHGLD UHSRUWHG RQ $SULO WKDW 3KRVWLUZBHTEeL U F L
,') ODWHU DQQRXQFHG WKDW WKHVEIVLUHQV ZHUH D 3IDOVH DOD!

The Houthis claimed on April 7 that they conducted five drone and missile attacks
targeting civiian and military vessels over the previous 72 hours.[30] The Houthis claimed
that they conducted anti-ship missile attacks targeting a Marshall Islands- I ODJJHG 2% ULWLVK V
Red Sea and two Panamanian |l ODJJHG 3, VUDHOL VKLSV" LQ WKH $BOELDQ 6HI

The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) reported that international coalition forces
intercepted a missile and that a second missile fell into the water near a vessel approximately 60
nautical miles southwest of Hudaydah, Yemen, on April 6.[32] US Central Command (CENTCOM)
confirmed that a coalition vessel engaged and destroyed an antiship missile on April 6. [33] UKMTO
separately reported that a missile impacted the water near a vessel approximately 59 nautical miles
southwest of Aden, Yemen, on April 6[34]

7KH +RXWKLVY DOVR FODLPHG WKDW WKH\ FRQGXFWHG WZR GURC
IULJDWHV’ ™ LQ [B6KCENTIEGM&GRNDuUNced that it intercepted a Houthi drone over the Red Sea
on April 6. [36]

US Central Command (CENTCOM) destroyed a mobile, surface -to-air missile in Houthi -
controlled territory in Yemen on April 6.[37]
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Houthi-controlled Territory in Yemen

as of April 7, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Iran Update, April 8, 2024
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Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, and Brian Carter

Information  Cutoff: 2:00pm ET

Thelran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that undermine regional stability
and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends that affect the stability and decision-making of the
Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of
War (ISW) provides theseupdates regularly basedon regional events. Click here to seeCTPand , 6 : {Mteractive map of
Israeli ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

CTP-ISW definesthe 3$[Lo¥ 5 H V L V WaB t@eRudconventional alliance that Iran has cultivated in the Middle East since
the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979.This transnational coalition is comprised of state, semi-state, and non-state
actors that cooperate with one another to securetheir collective interests. Tehran considers itself to be both part of the
alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with varying levels of financial, military, and political support in
exchange for some degree of influence or control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly
responsive to Iranian direction, while others are partners over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistanceare united by their grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and eventually expelling American
influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both. Pursuing theseobjectives and supporting the Axis of
Resistanceto those ends have becomecornerstones of Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes becausethese activities are well-covered in Western media and do not directly
affect the military operations we are assessingand forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed
conflict and the GenevaConventions and crimes against humanity eventhough we do not describe them in thesereports.

Senior Iranian military officials have continued to suggest that they will carefully calibrate , U D Qé&sgonse

to ,VUD HiDifgv of senior IRGC commanders in Syria. This careful approach aims to avoid a direct war

with Israel. Iranian Armed Forces Chief of the General Staff Major General Mohammad Bagheri said on April 6 that Iran
ZLOO VWULNH ,VUDHO :DW WKH ULJKW WLPH™ GXULQJ D FRPPHPRUDWLRQ FHU
airstrike on April 1[1] The Military Affairs Adviser to the Iranian Supreme Leader Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi
VHSDUDWHO\ VDLG GXULQJ D VLPLODU FRPPHPRUDWLRQ FHUHPRQ\ RQ $SULO
response.[2] Several senior Iranian clericscORVH WR WKH 2IILFH RI WKH 6XSUHPH /HDGaldhgHQ GR
standing regime policy that involves not immediately conducting a major response to Israeli attacks 2in their weekly
sermons on April 5.[3] Such comments support CTRISW's assessnent that Iran seeks to avoid a direct military
confrontation against the United States and Israel. Strategic patience does not exclude an eventual Iranian retaliation,
however.[4]

Lebanese Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah on April 8 warned that Iran will retaliate for the April 1 Israeli

airstrike, illustrating the possibility of an eventual response to the attack.[5] 1DVUDOODK{Y PDGH WKHVH FR
+H]EROODK FHUHPRQ\ IRU ,5*& FRPPDQGHU ORKDPPHG 5H]D =DKHGL LQ %HLUXW
WR UHWDOLDWH DIJDLQVW WKH DLUVWULNH EHFDXVH LNusrlldSadded tHatWeRGitedD Q D\
6WDWHY DQG ,VUDHO UHFRJQL]H WKDW DQ ,UDQLDQ UH \z&hRdpspearhéaletVlii@iarD W W [
engagement with Hezbollah and most recently commanded the IRGC Quds Force unit responsible for overseeingperations

in Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, and the Palestinian Territories.[8] Zahedi was the only non /HEDQHVH PHPEHU RI1 +H]
6KXUD &RXQFLO ZKLFK LV OHG E\ 1DVUDOODK D Q-Gakihglanthonty®V WKH JURXSVY F

Arabic-language media outlet Jadeh Iran reported on April 7 and 8 that Iran has conditioned its potential response to the

April 1 Israeli strike on a ceasefire in Gaza. Arabiclanguage outlet Jadeh Iran reported on April 7 and 8 that Iran informed

the Unit ed States that it would not retaliate against Israel for the April 1 strike if the United States could secure a ceasefire

LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS EHWZHHQ ,VUDHO DQG +DPDV FLWLQO] 34éeh 2R \cuBeXV $U
founded by an al Jazeera journalist. An Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry official told Kuwait -based newspaper Al Jarida on

April 8 that the Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry told the United States that Iran would not respond to  the April 1 Israeli
DLUVWULNH LI WKHUH ZDV ’Drhe U9 SteteDéphartmént spokBspersor@denied these reports on April

8.[12] The Jadeh Iran reporting coincides with claims from Western media and Israeli officials that Israel and Hamas
neJRWLDWRUV KDG PDGH "VLJQLILFDQW SURJUHVV  LQ QHJBAjyoinD nehdti@idhsRnU U H L
Cairo.[13]
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Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian is engaging in political coordination  with

Iranian partners and Oman following the April 1 Israeli airstrike that targeted Islamic Revolutionary

Guards Corps (IRGC) officials in Damascus. Abdollahian traveled to Muscat, Oman, on April 7 to meet with his

Omani counterpart, Sayyid Badr al Busaidi, and chief Houthi negotiator and senior official Mohammad Abdul Salam.[14] An
SDQRQ\PRXV $UDE GLSORPDWLF-lahgusde Fottlet WAHEO IEah Qrd Afril DtRdt Fran would refrain from
retaliating against Israel for the April 1 airstrike if Israel and Hamas reach a ceasefire.[15] It is not clear whether the
diplomatic source told Jadeh Iran about this Iranian position before or after Abdolla KLDQYV PHHWLQJ ZLWK % XVI
historically served as an intermediary and messenger between Iran and the United States, including by facilitating nuclear
negotiations between the two countries. Oman also serves as an intermediary between the Gulf Sites and the United States

and the Houthis. Abdollahian separately thanked the Houthis for supporting Iran following the April 1 airstrike and claimed

WKDW ,VUDHO XVRHIEGHPHUEEDQOW DQG PLVVLOHV® LQ WKH DLUVWW[LIH GXULQJ |

Abdollahian also traveled to Damascus, Syria, on April 8 and met with Syrian President Bashar al Assad and Foreign Affairs
Minister Faisal Mekdad.[17] $EGROODKLDQ FODLPHG WKDW WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV LV GLI
DFWLRQWKD®WG,UDQTV UHVSRQVH WR WKH $SULO DLUVWULNH ZLOA3sdtldalled HF LV
IRU VWUHQJIJWKHQLQJ WKH $[LV RI BHVLVWDQFH 3DV PXFK DV ARWMashiag @ditedaQ UH
Syrian Foreign Affairs Ministry employee who was injured in the airstrike and inaugurated a new Iranian consular building

in Damascus with Syrian Foreign Affairs Minister Faisal Mekdad.[20]

Israel and Hamas are considering anew US-proposed ceasefire and hostage exchange deal. The deal would
reportedly establish a six-week ceasefire in exchange for the release of 40 Israeli hostages held by Palestinian militias in the
Gaza Strip.[21] Israel would release at least 700 Palestinian prisoners in exchange for the hostages.[22Hamas must submit
a list of 40 living hostages to mediators, which has reportedly been a sticking point in negotiations, including the most rec ent
talks on April 7.[23] The new proposal reportedly calls for Israel to make additional concessions on the return of displaced
Palestinian civilians to the northern Gaza Strip by allowing Palestinians to return to the northern Gaza Strip at a more rapi d
pace than the Israelis had previously proposed.[24] Israel submitted a ceasefire proposal on April 2 that reportedly al lowed
for the gradual return of 60,000 displaced Palestinians to unspecified zones of the northern Gaza Strip at a rate of 2,000
per day.[25] Hamas rejected the April 2 proposal.[26]

Israeli officials and mediating countries have acknowledged the potential for a ceasefire deal, while anonymous Hamas
sources have expressed skepticism about a ceasefire deal.[2Hamas said on April 7 that its negotiating delegation arrived

in Cairo for talks with mediators but that it would adhere to its previous demands regarding a permanent ceasefire and the
complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Gaza Strip.[28] An anonymous Hamas official said on April 8 that there was

"QR SURJUHYVV’[2B]QVIHtSE Hdu€e National Security Communications Advisor John Kirby confirmed on April 8
WKDW +DPDV KDV UHFHLYHG WKH SURSRVDO DQG ZLOO EH ZDLWLQJ IRU +DPDV
the next several days.[30] The Israeli security cabinet is scheduled to discuss the proposal on April 9.[31] The Israeli foreign
PLQLVWHU VDLG RQ $SULO WKDW QHJRWLDWLRQV KDG "UHDFKHG D FUUWLFDO
November 2023.[32] Egyptian and Qatari sources have also issued optimistic statements on the status of negotiations.[33]

An lIsraeli source told an Israel Army Radio correspondent that the IDF hopes Hamas will agree to the
ceasefire so that Palestinian civilians sheltering in Rafah can migrate north before an Israeli clearing
operation into Rafah at the end of the six-week ceasefire.[34] Unspecified Israeli sources claimed that the IDF
withdrawal from the southern Gaza Strip will enable displaced Palestinians in Rafah to migrate to parts of Khan Younis and
the central Gaza Strip.[35] Israel and aid organizations have not yet constructed encampments in the southern and central
Gaza Strip to which Gazans could migrate, however. Western media and local sources published images of destruction in
Khan Younis after the IDF withdrawal.[36]

An Israeli Army Radio correspondent reported that Palestinian militias resumed launching rockets from Khan Younis
VKRUWO\ DIWHU WKH ,")1V ZLW3@tdDsdzDObriyades Bdud iBvolved in@learing operations in Khan
Younis throughout February and March, likely reducing the ability of Palestinian fighters to launch rockets from the
southern Gaza Strip. The Israeli military correspondent said that Palestinian militias launched six rockets into Israel from
Khan Younis on April 7 and 8, compared to the five rockets that the groups launched from Khan Younis in all of February
and March.[38] The IDF said that Palestinian fighters fired three rockets on April 7 that fell in empty areas of Israel from
Khan Younis.[39] The IDF Air Force conducted airstrikes on the rocket launch sites and additional militia infrastructure
near the site.[40]

IDF Southern Command has directed airstrikes targeting Hamas rocket launch sites in the al Mawasi humanitarian area

west of Khan Younis City over the past several days.[41]The IDF said that it ensured civilians evacuated from the area before
conducting th e airstrikes.
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Key Takeaways:

X

ran:. 6HQLRU ,UDQLDQ PLOLWDU\ RIILFLDOV KDYH FRQWLQXHG WR VXJ
UHVSRQVH WR ,VUDHOTfV NLOOLQJ RI VHQLRU ,5*& FRPPDQGHUV LQ 6\U
war with Israel. This approach does not exclude an eventual Iranian retaliation, however.

Lebanese Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah on April 8 warned that Iran will retaliate for the April

1 Israeli airstrike, illustrating the possibility of an eventual response to the attack.

Arabic-language media outlet Jadeh Iran reported on April 7 and 8 that Iran has conditioned its potential
response to the April 1 Israeli strike on a ceasefire in Gaza.

Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian is engaging in political coordination with Iranian

partners and Oman following the April 1 Israeli airstrike that targeted Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps

(IRGC) officials in Damascus.

Ceasefire Negotiations: Israel and Hamas are considering a new USproposed ceasefire and hostage
exchange deal. Israeli officials and mediating countries have acknowledged the potential for a ceasefire deal,

while anonymous Hamas sources have expressed skepticism about a ceaseéirdeal.

Gaza Strip: An Israeli source told an Israel Army Radio correspondent that the IDF hopes Hamas will agree

to the ceasefire so that Palestinian civilians sheltering in Rafah can migrate north before an Israeli clearing
operation into Rafah at the end of the six-week ceasefire.

An Israeli Army Radio correspondent reported that Palestinian militias resumed launching rockets from Khan
<RXQLV VKRUWO\ DIWHU WKH ,")IV ZLWKGUDZDO RQ $SULO

Several Israeli brigades were involved in clearing operations in Khan Younis throughout February and March,

likely reducing the ability of Palestinian fighters to launch rockets from the southern Gaza Strip.

Lebanon: 7KH ,') $LU JRUFH NLOOHG D VHQLRU RIILFLDO DQG FRPPDQGH!I
other Hezbollah fighters in an airstrike in southern Lebanon on April 8.

Irag: The Islamic Resistance in Iraq 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iraqgi militias 2 claimed that it conducted

three drone attacks targeting Israeli military bases since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on April 7. Israeli officials

and media have not commented on the chimed attacks at the time of this writing. CTP-ISW cannot verify the
,VODPLF 5HVLVWDQFH LQ ,UDTYVY DWWDFN FODLPYV

,QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ Rl :DU DQG $(,TV &



Israel-Hamas War as of
April 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET

STUDY OF WAR
AND

j\ CRITICAL
A THREATS
~

~ \ THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND
Israel and Hamas are The IDF Air Force
considering a new
S e go od killed a commander ¥
prop Netinya : in Lebanese
ceasefire and ey Hezbollah’s Radwan
hostage-for-prisoner R | unit and two other
an W
exchange deal *Ramia eRamallah = | Hezbollah fighters
2shged Jerusaigm in an airstrike in
- southern Lebanon ‘

>y Israeli forces engaged
Palestinian fighters in
| at least five locations in
the West Bank

®Beer Sheva

Israel

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed
that it conducted three drone attacks
targeting Israeli military bases

o) 50 100 '\ Kllometers
| | ] ] | 1 1

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mz%chell Belcher/\Noel Mikkelsen, Thomas Bergeron, Brian Carter,
Ashka Jhaveri, Johanna Moore, and Andie P\arry © 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical

Threats Project

— |

[ Israel Gaza Strip and West Bank
[ Jordan and Lebanon B Syria

//J Golan Heights

4 L, QVWLWXWH IRU WKH 6WXG\ RI :DU DQG $(,1V &



Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip
X Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

Palestinian sources reported that Israeli forces are still present in the Central Gaza Strip and in southern

Gaza City on April 8. The IDF withdrew all its forces in the southern Gaza Strip on April 7, but the IDF Nahal Brigade

remains at the seam of the northern and central Gaza Strip to secure Israelibuilt highway Route 749 and other Israeli

military sites in the area, which the ID F has dubbed the Netzarim corridor.[42] 7KH 1DKDO % ULJDGHYV SUHVH
also prevents Palestinian civilians from returning to the northern Gaza Strip from the south. Palestinian sources claimed

that Israeli bulldozers operated in eastern DeiralBDODK DQG O0DJKD]L FDPSVY DUHD DV SDUW RI W
buffer zone between the Gaza Strip and Israel.[43]Local sources also reported Palestinian fighters clashed with Israeli forces

near al Kuwait Roundabout in southern Gaza City and near Juhor ad Dik, southeast of Gaza City.[44] Palestinian reports of
,VUDHOL DFWLYLW\ LQ WKH QRUWKHUQ DQG FHQWUDO *D]D 6WULS DUH FRQVL
FHQWUDO *D]D 6WULS DQG WKH ,")TV WU D ée&trdids RQuiidrt the BriRiie Ba2alRipXVHG RQ W

Hamas was the only Palestinian militia to claim an attack targeting Israeli forces operating in the Gaza

Strip on Aprii 8. +DPDV VDLG WKDW LWV ILJKWHUV PRUWDUHG WKH ,') 1DKDO %ULJI
referring the Israeli -built highway Route 749, which bisects the northern and southern Gaza Strip.[45] The low number of

attack claims is likely due to the IDF withdrawal from the southern Gaza Strip and a lack of target availability. Palestinian

Islamic Jihad fighters targeted Israeli forces in Sheikh ljlin, southern Gaza City on April 7.[46]

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Aprii 8 that 3WKHi&H G D Wfbr” an IDF clearing
operation into Rafah to dismantle the remaining Hamas battalions there.[47] The IDF chief of staff similarly

VDLG RQ $SULO DV WKH ,') ZLWKGUHZ PRVW RI LWV IRUFHV IURP WKH *D]D 6V
IURP VWRS S Isfadli 8fficia® and media sources framed the April 7 withdrawals as partofth H ,')fV SUHSDUDWL
conducting a clearing operation into Rafah.[49] Far-right politician and National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir said on

April8 2 LQ UHIHUHQFH WR WKH ,")pV ZLWKGUDZDODWIKIRW WM KHH WRXQWIKKX) @cHhad. [ H GV
without an extensive attack on Rafah 2 he will not have a mandate to continue serving as Prime Minister.[50] _
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the

Gaza Strip as of April 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli Announced Evacuation Zones in the

Gaza Strip as of April 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Palestinian fighters fired at least two rocket barrages from the Gaza Strip targeting southern Israel on
April 8.[51] The al Agsa Martyrs' Brigades, which is the selfproclaimed militant wing of Fatah, and the Democratic Front

for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), which is a leftist Palestinian militia aligned with Hamas in the war, targeted an Isr aeli
military site ne ar the northern Gaza Strip with a combined rocket barrage.[52] Israeli Army Radio reported unspecified
Palestinian fighters fired one rocket targeting a town that hosts an Israeli military base in southern Israel.[53]

Attacks into Israel from Gaza
as of April 8, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:
x Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least five locations in the West Bank since CTP-ISW's

last data cut off on April 7.[54] 7KH DO $TVD ODUW\A\UVYT %YULJDGHY DQG 3DOHVWLQLDQ ,V(
detonated improvised explosive devices targeting Israeli forces during Israeli operations in Tulkarm and the Balata refugee

camp in Nablus.[55] PI1J fighters also fired small arms targeting Israeli civilians across the West Bank-Israel border in the

Meirav settlement.[56]

Israeli forces detained 1lwanted individuals across the West Bank during overnight raids on April 8.[57]

This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashesand demonstrations in the West Bank.
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