Iran Update, October 11, 2026

Bailey Pasternak, Ben Rezaei, Carolyn Moorman, Annika Ganzeveld

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend

updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to
the war with Iran.

Key Takeaways

1. The Houthis have continued to attack Saudi airports as part of the group’s campaign to impose
increasing pressure on Saudi Arabia via attacks on Saudi critical infrastructure. Saudi Arabia
announced on October 10 and 11 that unidentified projectiles struck near King Fahd International
Airport in Dammam and a terminal at King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, respectively.

2. The Houthi-Yemeni government frontlines have remained relatively stable since ISW-CTP’s last data
cutoff. The Southern Giants Brigades destroyed five Houthi armored vehicles that were traveling
toward Yemeni government-held territory near Dhubab Airport on the Red Sea coastal plain on
October 11.

3. Saudi Arabia continued to target Houthi positions and communications infrastructure across Yemen
to support Yemeni government-aligned ground forces and degrade the Houthis” ability to attack
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia struck Houthi positions near Jabal Sabr on October 11. Houthi and local
Yemeni media reported that Saudi Arabia conducted additional airstrikes on Houthi-controlled
territory in Taiz Governorate on October 10 and 11.
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The Houthis have continued to attack Saudi airports as part of the group’s campaign to
impose increasing pressure on Saudi Arabia via attacks on Saudi critical infrastructure. Saudi
Arabia announced on October 10 and 11 that unidentified projectiles struck near King Fahd International
Airport in Dammam and a terminal at King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, respectively.[1] The
attack on King Khalid Airport sparked a fire.[2] The Houthis have targeted these airports repeatedly in
recent days, including an October 10 missile attack on King Khalid Airport that killed over 10 people.[3]
Saudi Arabia has also intercepted a drone and two missiles, almost certainly launched by the Houthis,
since ISW-CTP ‘s last data cutoff.[4] Houthi military spokesperson Yahya Saree issued another warning on
October 11 against using Saudi airports and airspace, threatening continued Houthi attacks on Saudi
airports until the Houthis achieve their objectives.[5] Houthi objectives include ending Saudi support for
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the Yemeni government counteroffensive, lifting Saudi controls on Houthi-controlled ports and airports,
paying war reparations and civil servant salaries, and granting the Houthis control over Yemen'’s oil and
gas resources. US President Donald Trump told reporters on October 10 that he is considering whether
the United States will conduct strikes against the Houthis in response to recent Houthi attacks on Saudi
Arabia.[6]

I

The Houthi-Yemeni government frontlines have remained relatively stable since ISW-CTP’s
last data cutoff. The Southern Giants Brigades destroyed five Houthi armored vehicles that were
traveling toward Yemeni government-held territory near Dhubab Airport on the Red Sea coastal plain on
October 11.[7] Yemeni government-aligned forces previously advanced to Dhubab Airport on October 5
and have not advanced further north at the time of this writing.[8] Yemeni government-aligned forces
separately intercepted a Houthi fixed-wing drone over Jabal Sabr, east of Taiz City, on October 11.[9] The
drone interception followed heavy engagements near Jabal Sabr on October 10 amid ongoing Houthi
efforts to fully encircle and capture Taiz City.[10]

B

Saudi Arabia continued to target Houthi positions and communications infrastructure across
Yemen to support Yemeni government-aligned ground forces and degrade the Houthis’
ability to attack Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia struck Houthi positions near Jabal Sabr on October 11.[11]
Houthi and local Yemeni media reported that Saudi Arabia conducted additional airstrikes on Houthi-
controlled territory in Taiz Governorate on October 10 and 11.[12] The Houthis, local, and regional media
reported that Saudi Arabia separately conducted multiple strikes targeting Houthi military positions and
communications infrastructure in Sanaa, Saada, and Ibb governorates, including Sanaa International
Airport, on October 10 and 11.[13] Saudi forces have conducted numerous strikes targeting Houthi
military positions and communications infrastructure in recent days to degrade the Houthis’ ability to
attack Saudi Arabia and conduct offensive operations against Yemeni government-aligned forces.[14]

US and Partner Military Operations

See topline section.

Iranian Strike Campaign

Assessed Iranian War Aims:

e Secure international recognition of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz
e Degrade the US ability and willingness to continue the war

 Restore deterrence vis-a -vis the United States and its regional partners

* Divide the United States and Israel from the Arab states

Iran continues to attack commercial ships using “unauthorized” routes through the Strait of
Hormuz as part of its effort to enforce its control over the strategic waterway.[15] United
Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) reported that unidentified projectiles struck two outbound
tankers in the strait on October 10 and 11, causing a fire aboard the first vessel and damaging the
second.[16] Supreme National Security Council Secretary Major General Mohsen Rezaei claimed on
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October 11 that Iranian forces target five or six small vessels each night that transfer oil to larger tankers
through Omani waters.[17] The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy separately claimed on
October 10 that a “rogue” supertanker struck a naval mine while attempting to exit the strait through an
“unauthorized” route.[18] The IRGC Navy later claimed on October 11 that three tankers have struck
mines and caught fire while using “unauthorized” routes since October 10 and warned that it will treat
vessels that turn off their automatic identification systems (AIS) as “hostile.”[19] Trump announced on
August 25 that the US Navy had cleared all mines from the strait.[20]

B

US Central Command (CENTCOM) stated on October 10 that a US fighter jet struck the stern
of the Ocean Molica, also known as the Arika SUN, after its crew ignored warnings and
attempted to violate the US naval blockade on Iranian ports.[21] UKMTO reported on October 10
that an incident involving an unidentified tanker and military forces took place in the Gulf of Oman, which
likely refers to the CENTCOM strike.[22]

US-Iran Negotiations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Domestic Affairs

Nothing significant to report.

Lebanon

Nothing significant to report.

Iraq

Nothing significant to report.

Arabian Peninsula

See topline section.
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Iran Update, October 12, 2026

Bailey Pasternak, Ben Rezaei, Carolyn Moorman, Nidal Morrison, Ria Reddy, Annika
Ganzeveld

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend
updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to
the war with Iran.

Key Takeaways

1. The Houthis fully encircled Taiz City on October 12, which will impose multiple dilemmas on Yemeni
government-aligned forces. A complete encirclement further restricts Yemeni government-aligned
forces’ ability to reinforce and resupply their positions, withdraw forces, and sustain defensive
operations in and around Taiz City.

2. The Houthis likely perceive Saudi Arabia’s temporary closure of King Khalid International Airport
and reports of Saudi Arabia’s air defense constraints as indicators that the group is successfully
mounting pressure on Saudi Arabia. Such a perception would incentivize the Houthis to sustain
attacks on Saudi critical infrastructure. Saudi Arabia has not indicated any willingness to agree to
Houthi demands at the time of this writing, however.

3. Iran appears to be targeting commercial vessels conducting ship-to-ship oil transfers in and near
the Strait of Hormuz in order to try to undermine vessels’ ability to move energy through the strait.

4. Iran has increased its threats against vessels in the strait, likely to reinforce the Iranian threat to
shipping and reestablish control over the waterway by deterring vessels from using non-lranian-
approved routes.

5. Iran may be developing its anti-ship missile capabilities to improve its ability to target vessels.

6. Iran is threatening to attack US-linked digital infrastructure in response to potential future US
strikes, likely in order to try to deter the United States from resuming military action against Iran.
Iran likely seeks to threaten to expand the potential US targets for Iranian attacks in order to raise
the United States’ perceived costs of renewed conflict with Iran.

I
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The Houthis fully encircled Taiz City on October 12, which will impose multiple dilemmas on
Yemeni government-aligned forces. TheHouthis captured al Misrakh District on October 12, which is
approximately 13 kilometers south of Taiz City.[1] Geolocated footage indicates that the Houthis also
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consolidated control over territory on October 12 that was previously contested by the Houthis and
Yemeni government-aligned forces in eastern Jabal Habashi District, which connects to al Misrakh.[2] Taiz
City is now fully encircled by either Houthi-held territory or Houthi-Yemeni government contested terrain.
The Houthis’ consolidation of control over territory in eastern Jabal Habashi will likely strengthen the
Houthis’ ability to defend al Misrakh and maintain the encirclement of Taiz City by establishing
contiguous Houthi control over territory south of the city.

B

The encirclement of Taiz advances the Houthis’ ability to pursue multiple military objectives
in Yemen. The Houthis effectively encircled Taiz City on October 6 after severing the last Yemeni
government ground line of communication (GLOC) into central Taiz Governorate.[3] A complete
encirclement further restricts Yemeni government-aligned forces’ ability to reinforce and resupply their
positions, withdraw forces, and sustain defensive operations in and around Taiz City.[4] ISW-CTP
continues to assess that the encirclement of Taiz City could:

* Free up Houthi forces to pursue other military objectives, including recapturing territory along the
Red Sea coastal plain, where the Houthis have failed to reverse Yemeni government advances to
Dhubab Airport since October 5.[5]

e Enhance the Houthis’ ability to threaten Aden City. An operation against Aden City would likely
follow the seizure of Taiz Governorate because the Houthis could not currently advance against
Aden City without exposing their rear to government forces in Taiz Governorate.[6]

e Secure a propaganda victory by capturing a governorate whose population has historically opposed
Houthi rule.[7] The Houthis have historically made several unsuccessful attempts to seize Taiz
Governorate.[8]

e Reestablish most of the former pre-unification Yemen Arab Republic’s borders, excluding parts of
Marib and Jawf governorates.[9]

e Strengthen the Houthis’ negotiating position in potential peace settlement talks with the Yemeni
government and Saudi Arabia.[10]

The Houthis’ encirclement of Taiz City will simultaneously impose multiple dilemmas on Yemeni
government-aligned forces. Yemeni government-aligned forces face the dilemma of whether to redirect
forces from other frontlines to break the Houthi encirclement of Taiz City or maintain their current
positions and risk further Houthi advances in Taiz Governorate. Redirecting forces from the Red Sea
coastal plain to Taiz Governorate would likely weaken Yemeni government positions near Dhubab Airport
and create opportunities for the Houthis to reverse recent Yemeni government gains by the Bab al
Mandeb Strait.[11] It is also uncertain how Yemeni government-aligned forces could effectively redeploy
from other fronts to Taiz Governorate, given the Houthis’ control of GLOCs into Taiz Governorate.[12]

The Houthis likely perceive Saudi Arabia’s temporary closure of King Khalid International
Airport and reports of Saudi Arabia’s air defense constraints as indicators that the group is
successfully mounting pressure on Saudi Arabia. Such a perception would incentivize the
Houthis to sustain attacks on Saudi critical infrastructure. Saudi Arabia temporarily suspended
operations at King Khalid Airport on October 10 following a Houthi attack on the airport that killed at least
12 people.[13] Saudi Arabia extended its temporary closure of King Khalid Airport on October 12
following another Houthi attack on the airport earlier that day.[14] The Houthis have repeatedly targeted
the airport, along with other Saudi critical infrastructure, in recent weeks as part of the group’s campaign
to degrade Saudi willingness to sustain military operations against the Houthis and accept Houthi
demands, which include lifting Saudi controls on Houthi-controlled ports and airports and granting the
Houthis control over Yemen’s oil and gas resources.[15] Saudi Arabia may have extended the airport’s
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closure due to damage from the strikes or to reduce material and civilian risk from future Houthi strikes.
The closure, nonetheless, demonstrates the Houthis’ ability to impose costs on Saudi Arabia. Sources
familiar with Saudi deliberations separately told the Wall Street Journal on October 12 that Saudi Arabia is
facing challenges in defending the entire country from Houthi attacks and has repositioned its air defense
batteries to prioritize the protection of palaces and energy infrastructure.[16] Saudi Arabia’s reported air
defense constraints likely further reinforce the Houthis’ perception that their attacks are successfully
increasing pressure on Saudi Arabia to concede to Houthi demands.

Saudi Arabia has not indicated any willingness to agree to Houthi demands at the time of this
writing, however. Saudi leaders previously signaled that they were unwilling to enter any truce
negotiations with the Houthis as long as the group controls the Bab al Mandeb Strait, according to
Western and regional sources speaking to Reuters on October 2.[17] The Houthis will, therefore, almost
certainly continue to attack Saudi critical infrastructure, including airports, to further degrade Saudi
willingness to continue the conflict. Houthi military spokesperson Yahya Saree reiterated on October 11
that the group will continue to target Saudi airports until the Houthis achieve their objectives.[18]

Iran appears to be targeting commercial vessels conducting ship-to-ship oil transfers in and
near the Strait of Hormuz in order to try to undermine vessels’ ability to move energy
through the strait. Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Major General Mohsen Rezaei
claimed on October 11 that Iranian forces have attacked around five small vessels conducting ship-to-
ship transfers with larger tankers each night over the past two to three months.[19] Rezaei likely
exaggerated the number of vessels that Iran has struck, but his comments nevertheless suggest that Iran
may specifically be targeting ship-to-ship transfers, which Gulf countries have increasingly relied on in
recent months to evade Iranian detection and bypass Iranian control of the strait.[20] Energy firm Kpler
separately told Reuters on October 8 that crude flow through the strait had fallen by 27 percent
compared to the previous week, largely due to a decline in ship-to-ship transfers in the Gulf of Oman.[21]
This data suggests that recent Iranian attacks may have caused the decline in such transfers and the
subsequent drop in oil flow through the strait. United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO)
confirmed that a drone struck a tanker near Sohar, Oman, on October 11.[22] Sohar is a key hub for ship-
to-ship transfers, although it is unclear if the tanker was involved in such a transfer when it was
attacked.[23]

Iran has increased its threats against vessels in the strait, likely to reinforce the Iranian
threat to shipping and reestablish control over the waterway by deterring vessels from using
non-lranian-approved routes. The IRGC Navy threatened on October 9 to attack vessels “throughout
the region” if they pass through non-lranian-approved routes in the strait.”” IRGC Navy Commander Rear
Admiral Ali Ozmaei separately warned on October 11 that Iran will treat vessels that disable their
navigation or identification systems to transit the strait as hostile and respond “severely and
decisively.”[25] The IRGC Navy simultaneously continues to claim that vessels using “unauthorized”
routes have struck naval mines, likely to portray these routes as dangerous and deter shipping
companies from using them.[26] The United States previously announced on August 25 that it had
cleared the strait of mines.[27] Iran is likely increasing its threats to vessels in response to the United
States’ recent success in facilitating the flow of oil out of the strait, which has undermined Iran’s claims of
control over the waterway.

B

Iran may be developing its anti-ship missile capabilities to improve its ability to target
vessels. IRGC Spokesperson Brigadier General Hossein Mohebbi published an English-language image
on October 11 that showed Iranian ballistic missiles, including the Kheibar Shekan and Paveh, as well as
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the Abu Mahdi anti-ship cruise missile, targeting a US aircraft carrier.[28] Iranian Armed Forces General
Staff-run outlet Defa Press assessed that the image suggests that Iran has developed an anti-ship variant
of the Kheibar Shekan ballistic missile and implied that Iran may have used this variant in its September
5 attack on US naval forces.[29] Defa Press’s assessment is consistent with a recent statement from
Brigadier General Ali Balali, an adviser to the IRGC Aerospace Force commander, who claimed on October
1 that Iran had tested a “long-range ballistic missile against a moving target.”[30]

US and Partner Military Operations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Strike Campaign

Assessed Iranian War Aims:

e Secure international recognition of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz
e Degrade the US ability and willingness to continue the war

 Restore deterrence vis-a -vis the United States and its regional partners
 Divide the United States and Israel from the Arab states

See topline section.

US-Iran Negotiations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Domestic Affairs

See topline section.

Lebanon

Nothing significant to report.

Iraq

Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al Zaydi will likely discuss the Iraqi federal government’s efforts to
prevent Iranian-backed Iraqi militia attacks on neighboring countries during his upcoming
visits to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and other unspecified Gulf countries on October 14. Iragi media
reported on October 10 that Zaydi will visit several Gulf countries, including Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, on
October 14.[34] Zaydi cancelled his planned trip to Saudi Arabia in July 2026 after the United States and
Saudi Arabia struck several Iranian-backed Iraqi militia targets in Iraq in response to militia attacks on
Saudi oil infrastructure.[35] Saudi Arabia has repeatedly urged the Iraqi federal government to punish the
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perpetrators of attacks on Saudi Arabia and prevent Iranian-backed Iragi militias from launching attacks
on neighboring countries.[36] Zaydi's upcoming visit comes as the Iraqi federal government has taken
limited steps to prevent such attacks, such as by forming a new Iraqi Security Forces operations
command to enhance coordination between Iraqi forces deployed to the Muthanna desert near the
borders with Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.[37] Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias have repeatedly launched attacks
on neighboring countries from the Muthanna desert.[38]

Arabian Peninsula

See topline section.
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Iran Update, October 13, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

William Doran, Carolyn Moorman, Katherine Wells, Parker Hempel, Nidal Morrison, Kelly
Campa

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend
updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to
the war with Iran.

Key Takeaways

1. Iran is attempting to deter renewed US military operations against Iran through back-channel
threats against US forces and regional allies while simultaneously conducting drone, missile, and
anti-aircraft system tests in preparation for future conflict.

2. Saudi Arabia struck Houthi oil and fuel storage and transport infrastructure in Yemen on October
13, which could exacerbate the Houthis’ economic crisis and constrain Houthi military forces.

3. The Houthis have continued to threaten and attack Saudi civilian infrastructure following the Saudi
strikes on fuel facilities.
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Iran is attempting to deter renewed US military operations against Iran by threatening
attacks against US forces and regional allies while simultaneously testing drone, missile, and
air defense systems in preparation for future conflict. Iranian officials warned Arab officials and
mediators that it would “more aggressively” target US forces and naval vessels in the event of renewed
conflict, according to people familiar with the warnings speaking to the Wall Street Journal on October
12.[1] Iranian officials also reportedly warned that Iran would target regional energy infrastructure, and
some of the sources noted that Iran specified that Saudi oil facilities would be targets.[2] Iran repeatedly
attacked energy and other critical infrastructure in the Gulf states during the war, citing the presence of
US bases in these countries as justification for its attacks.[3] Iran targeted these facilities in order to drive
up global energy prices as part of their broader effort to coerce the Gulf states to pressure the United
States and Israel to halt their campaign against Iran.[4] Iranian threats against Gulf energy infrastructure
at this time likely similarly aim to coerce Gulf states to pressure the United States to refrain from
renewing major operations against Iran. The reported specific Iranian threat against Saudi oil facilities
likely aims to increase pressure on Saudi Arabia at a time when the kingdom'’s oil industry is already
under significant strain from persistent Houthi missile and drone attacks. The Journal also reported that
some Iranian officials "hinted” that Iranian forces could conduct “land incursions into neighboring
countries,” citing people familiar with the matter.[5] The Journal described Iranian officials’ threats of
possible ground incursions as "an attempt to deter a potential attack.“[6] Iranian threats against US
forces and partners come amid Western media reporting that US President Donald Trump is considering
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renewed airstrikes on Iran in an effort to reach a new diplomatic settlement with Iran.[7]

Iran has reportedly tested its drone, missile, and air defense systems in recent days, almost certainly in
preparation for a possible renewed conflict with the United States. An independent Iran-based outlet
reported that the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) conducted more than 30 medium-range
solid-fuel Emad and Kheibar Sheikan ballistic missile tests in the vicinity of multiple unspecified Iranian
cities on October 11.[8] An Iran-based researcher also shared footage from the reported October 11
exercise.[9] The researcher claimed that Iran had launched approximately 30 ballistic missiles, including
Emad and Khorramshahr variants, from Tehran Province, Alborz Province, and other sites in central
Iran.[10] An open-source intelligence (OSINT) account similarly shared footage on October 11 that
showed launches of Shahed-136 one-way attack drones and unspecified missiles.[11] An Israeli OSINT
analyst separately reported that Iran launched several one-way attack drones from Kashan, Esfahan
Province, and ballistic and surface-to-air missiles from Esfahan and Yazd provinces and Damanvand,
Alborz Province.[12] ISW-CTP is unable to verify these reports of drone and missile tests, but it is notable
that Iran is reportedly testing systems that it would presumably use to attack US forces and regional
partners in the event of a renewed conflict. Iran is also reportedly testing air defense systems, likely in
preparation for a possible future US attack. An Iranian regime outlet separately reported on October 11
that Iran tested its Jaljaleh anti-aircraft mine system.[13] The IRGC introduced the Jaljaleh system to
target low-altitude targets such as drones and helicopters in November 2025.[14]

Saudi Arabia struck Houthi oil and fuel storage and transport infrastructure in Yemen on
October 13, which could exacerbate the Houthis’ economic crisis and constrain Houthi
military capabilities. The Saudi Joint Forces Command (JFC) announced that Saudi forces conducted
airstrikes targeting several Houthi oil and fuel facilities in Sanaa, Dhamar, and Hudaydah governorates on
October 13.[15] The JFC issued a warning to Yemeni civilians on October 13 before attacking the al
Sabahah fuel depot outside of Sanaa City, which a Yemen-based journalist described as one of the
Houthis’ most significant oil storage facilities.[16] Yemeni media and independent researchers also
published reports and footage of fires and smoke plumes at several fuel depots in Houthi-controlled
Yemeni territory on October 13.[17]

Saudi attacks on Houthi oil and fuel facilities likely intend to both maximize economic pressure on the
Houthi political organization and constrain the Houthis’ ability to sustain their military forces.[18] The
Houthis currently lack access to Yemen'’s oil and gas resources and acquire a significant amount of
annual revenue from the sale and distribution of imported oil products.[19]The JFC said that it struck fuel
unloading berths as part of the strikes.[20] Attacks on Houthi oil storage facilities and transport
infrastructure likely aim to reduce the Houthis’ ability to fund their military operations, particularly given
the worsening economic conditions in Houthi-controlled territory.[21] ISW-CTP has assessed that the
Houthis resumed their war with Saudi Arabia in July 2026 to secure concessions that would alleviate the
dire economic situation in Houthi-controlled areas, which poses a threat to Houthi rule over northern and
western Yemen.[22] Saudi attacks on fuel facilities could also exacerbate ongoing fuel shortages in
Houthi-controlled territory and may force the Houthis to raise fuel prices, which imposes constraints on
the group’s military and political efforts.[23] Fuel shortages further hinder the Houthis’ combat
capabilities and logistics because supply convoys, reinforcements, and frontline forces rely on vehicles
that require fuel. The Houthis may increasingly requisition fuel from civilians to avoid logistical
disruptions that could jeopardize the group’s offensives, although this could heighten civilians’ discontent
with Houthi rule.[24] Saudi media reported on September 21 that the Houthis are already requisitioning
fuel to sustain military operations in southwestern Yemen.[25]

Saudi Arabia almost certainly conducted these attacks in retaliation for Houthi strikes on Saudi territory
in recent days and seeks to compel the Houthis to cease their attacks on Saudi military and civilian
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targets. The JFC demanded that the Houthis immediately stop targeting Saudi airports, ports, oil facilities,
and other civilian infrastructure when it announced Saudi forces’ strikes on Houthi fuel facilities on
October 13.[26] The Houthis have frequently launched missile and drone attacks targeting Saudi airports,
oil infrastructure, and military bases in recent days, including an attack on King Khalid International
Airport on October 10 that killed at least 13 people.[27]

The Houthis have continued to threaten and attack Saudi civilian infrastructure following the Saudi
strikes on fuel facilities, however. Unspecified sources told Reuters on October 13 that a missile or missile
debris impacted and started a fire at the Saudi Aramco headquarters in Dhahran, Eastern Province, more
than 1,100 kilometers from Houthi-controlled areas in Yemen.[28] Houthi military spokesperson Yahya
Saree issued a warning for civilians to evacuate the Dhahran headquarters on October 13, at about the
same time that Yemeni media reported Saudi airstrikes on Houthi fuel facilities.[29] The Houthis claimed
responsibility for a ballistic missile attack on King Khalid International Airport and a drone attack on King
Khalid Air Base in Khamis Mushait, Asir Province, on October 12 but have not claimed responsibility for
the attack in Dhahran at the time of this writing.[30]

Houthi Attacks in Saudi Arabia
As of October 13, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Yemeni Government-Aligned Forces

The Houthis are attempting to capture Taiz City by securing a key roadway into the city.
Houthi fighters engaged Yemeni government-aligned forces in heavy combat in the vicinity of al Dhabab,
on the southwestern outskirts of Taiz City, on October 12 and 13.[31] The Houthis have attempted to
capture the Hangar Checkpoint, on the main road leading into Taiz City from the southwest, although
multiple videos of Houthi and Yemeni government-aligned forces at the site on October 12 and 13
suggest that control over the checkpoint remains contested.[32] The Houthis also launched several
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rounds of heavy artillery fire on Yemeni government-controlled areas within Taiz City on October 12 and
13, according to Yemeni media and a DC-based Yemen analyst.[33] These combined military efforts are
consistent with the Houthis’ efforts to geographically isolate Taiz City in recent weeks and are likely
intended in part to compel Yemeni government-aligned forces to surrender the city.[34]

Assessed Control of Terrain in Taiz and Lahij Governorates
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Contested Yemeni Government-Aligned O Significant Fighting in the
Forces-Houthi Territory Past 24 Hours

The main concentration of Houthi and Yemeni government combat in the immediate vicinity of Taiz City
comes amid continued engagements in other areas of central Taiz Governorate and a lack of reports of
kinetic activity on the Red Sea coastal plain.[35] ISW-CTP has not observed reports indicating major
combat developments or territorial changes on the coastal plain since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff on
October 12. Local Yemeni sources purportedly told Iranian media on October 13 that the Houthis are
launching an offensive south into Madaribah wa al Arah District in Lahij Governorate, immediately south
of Taiz Governorate’s Waziyah District.[36] The Southern Giants Brigades, which are a Yemeni
government-aligned military faction, announced on October 12 that their forces have begun to reinforce
tribal areas in Madaribah wa al Arah District to prevent Houthi attacks in the vicinity.[37]

US and Partner Military Operations

Nothing significant to report.
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Iranian Strike Campaign

Assessed Iranian War Aims:

e Secure international recognition of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz
e Degrade the US ability and willingness to continue the war

* Restore deterrence vis-a -vis the United States and its regional partners

e Divide the United States and Israel from the Arab states

See topline section.

US-Iran Negotiations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Domestic Affairs

See topline section.

Lebanon

Israeli media reported on October 12 that Hezbollah is attempting to improve its first-person
view (FPV) drone capabilities.[38] Israel Public Broadcasting (Kann) reported that Hezbollah is
working to increase the explosive payload of its FPV drones from 2.5 kilograms (kg) to between four and
six kg. The broadcaster also reported that Hezbollah is attempting to extend the range of its drones from
20 kilometers (km) to 30 km.[39] Hezbollah increasingly deployed FPV systems in its asymmetric
campaign against Israel between March and June 2026, likely as part of an early effort to integrate more
precise FPV strike capabilities into its operations.[40] ISW previously assessed in late July that
Hezbollah's early battlefield successes with tactical FPV systems against Israeli forces will almost
certainly lead Hezbollah to invest further in its development of FPV systems.[41] ISW also assessed that
Hezbollah would likely use the ceasefire in Lebanon to reconstitute its military forces and prepare for
renewed fighting with Israel.[42] Israeli forces have only launched limited strikes against Hezbollah drone
targets or launch positions in response to Hezbollah attacks against Israeli forces.[43]

Hezbollah announced a financial support program for displaced Lebanese civilians on October
13 that is almost certainly intended to compete with Lebanese government reconstruction
efforts and recoup popular support.[44] Hezbollah Executive Council Head Ali Damoush announced
that Hezbollah will initiate the “Promise and Commitment” housing allowance and reconstruction
payment program for displaced families across Lebanon, which will offer both rent support payments and
funds to replace damaged property.[45] Damoush said that families in Beirut and the southern suburbs
could receive up to $14,000 USD based on the level of need. Families outside of Beirut and the suburbs
could receive up to $12,000 USD, which would be divided into four installments paid over one year.[46]
Hezbollah has offered multiple reconstruction and rent support payments to Lebanese citizens since
2024, but Hezbollah has also repeatedly been forced to halt these payments due to the group’s liquidity
challenges.[47]

Hezbollah’s ability to provide financial support to Lebanese citizens is essential in order to rehabilitate
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the group’s image among the Lebanese population, particularly its Shia support base, as the group has
grown increasingly unpopular after initiating two costly wars against Israel in the past two years.[48]
Hezbollah relies upon public support to both justify its existence and resist Lebanese government
disarmament efforts. Hezbollah has long framed itself as the primary and legitimate representative of
Lebanese civilians and popular interests.[49] Hezbollah must also encourage civilians to not cooperate
with Lebanese government and LAF efforts to disarm the group in order for the group to survive.

Hezbollah is likely simultaneously attempting to undermine recent Lebanese government efforts to
initiate reconstruction projects in Lebanon. The Lebanese government announced 23 reconstruction
programs to rebuild Nabatieh City and other areas in southern Lebanon on October 2.[50] Hezbollah
officials have repeatedly attempted to portray the Lebanese government as unwilling and unable to
provide reconstruction aid to Lebanese civilians.[51] Hezbollah’s announcement of the program likely
attempts to demonstrate to the Lebanese population that Hezbollah is more capable than the Lebanese
government in providing reconstruction aid to further discredit and distract the government’s recent
reconstruction efforts.

The announcement of Hezbollah’s new round of reconstruction payments comes amid reports that Iran
transferred $200 million USD to Hezbollah in September 2026, according to two unspecified sources
speaking to Reuters on October 7.[52] The sources did not specify how Iran allegedly transferred the
funds to Hezbollah but claimed that Hezbollah planned to use $150 million USD of the total sum to
provide $3,000 USD payments to 50,000 Lebanese families impacted by the Israel-Hezbollah war.[53]
The US State Department denied Reuters’ reporting and accused Hezbollah of “trying to save face with
fake stories,” however.[54]

Iraq

Shia Coordination Framework parties are resisting Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al Zaydi’s ongoing
efforts to frame himself as an independent decisionmaker. Unspecified government sources told
Iragi media on October 13 that framework actors are attempting to constrain Zaydi's actions by
exploiting certain conditions that Zaydi must consult the framework on all matters. The Shia Coordination
Framework instituted these preconditions, which include forbidding the prime minister from running in
elections or establishing his own party, due to the framework’s experience with former Prime Minister
Mohammad Shia al Sudani.[55] Zaydi agreed to these conditions before becoming prime minister.[56]
Framework actors are reportedly trying to limit Zaydi's independent decision-making due to some of his
recent decisions, including his revival of the Office of the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.[57]
Zaydi merged several offices, including the Interior and Defense ministries and the Iranian-backed
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), into the Office of the Commander-in-Chief in July 2026.[58] CTP-ISW
has previously assessed that Zaydi revived this office, last used under former Prime Minister Nouri al
Maliki, as part of an effort to consolidate his personal power as prime minister, which framework actors
expressed concern over in September 2026.[59] The unspecified governmental sources told Iragi media
on October 13 that framework actors also raised concerns over former Interior Minister Abdul Amir al
Shammari running the office and the additional expenses that such an office would require.[60]

Zaydi has demonstrated his willingness to at least attempt to stand up to pressure from Iranian-backed
Iraqi actors, including those in the framework, in recent months. Zaydi has continued to lead a
government crackdown on the Iraqgi militias, despite the relative strength of the militias and the Iranian
infiltration of Iraqi institutions blunting the force of this effort, for example.[61] Zaydi has also pursued
individual disarmament negotiations with the militias outside of the framework’s negotiations and has
considered avenues for PMF reform that would attempt to meet US demands regarding the militias.[62]
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The Iraqi Parliament scheduled a session on October 13, 2026, to complete Iraq’s
government formation.[63] The parliamentary session will include a vote to choose deputy prime
minister candidates and to fill Iragi ministries that have remained empty since Zaydi took office in May
2026 due to disputes between the framework and other Iraqi politicians.[64] Zaydi sent a letter to
Parliament on October 13 requesting the session but did not specify which government ministries the
session will seek to fill.[65] Parliament scheduling this session follows reports that the framework is
planning to allocate deputy prime minister positions and control over new ministries to Iranian-backed
Iragi militia members.[66] The United States has firmly rejected any Iragi militia member, even from
disarmed militias, serving in any senior capacity in the Iraqi federal government.[67]

Arabian Peninsula

See topline section.
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Iran Update, October 14, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Adham Fattah, Parker Hempel, Benjamin Schmida, Bailey Pasternak, Nidal Morrison,
Katherine Wells, Kelly Campa

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend
updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to
the war with Iran.

Key Takeaways

1. Recent waves of Iranian attacks on vessels in and near the Strait of Hormuz indicate that Iran
retains the ability to effectively target vessels in the strait, which suggests that Iran has either
overcome previous operational challenges or is adapting to such constraints through new tactics or
capabilities.

2. The Houthis are attempting to domestically produce a variant of the Iranian Kheybar Shekan
missile with People’s Republic of China (PRC)-manufactured components.

3. Houthi development and use of Kheybar Shekan variants with maneuverable re-entry vehicles that
can change the missile’s trajectory mid-flight present a challenge to Saudi air defenses as the
Houthis continue to fire missiles and drones targeting Saudi critical infrastructure.
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Toplines

Recent waves of Iranian attacks on vessels in and near the Strait of Hormuz indicate that Iran
retains the ability to effectively target vessels in the strait, which suggests that Iran has
either overcome previous operational constraints or is adapting to such constraints through
new tactics or capabilities. ISW-CTP assessed in early September 2026 that recent US efforts,
including airstrikes on Iranian coastal radars, appeared to have some success in disrupting Iran’s ability
to attack ships in the strait.[1] Iran’s employment of suboptimal methods to attempt to maintain Iranian
control in the Strait of Hormuz — such as using shore-based rocket launchers instead of fast attack craft
(FAC) to deploy mines and using FAC to physically identify vessels — suggested that recent US strikes
had degraded Iran’s maritime surveillance and mine-laying capabilities.[2] A US military official noted to
Reuters on October 13 that Iranian naval forces have continued to use small boats with spotters to
identify targets and inform the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).[3]The US military official said
that Iran pursued this method of target identification after the United States “destroyed” a significant
part of Iranian radar capabilities.[4] The US military official cited an example from the past seven to
fourteen days in which the US military identified Iranian spotters calling in targets from a small vessel in
the strait, which suggests that Iran may still be contending with somewhat degraded coastal radar
systems.[5]

Iran’s recent waves of increased attacks on civilian vessels indicate that Iran is still able to conduct
damaging attacks on vessels transiting through the strait and Persian Gulf, regardless of any remaining
operational constraints.[6] Iran has struck at least 24 vessels between September 28 and October 11.[7]
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The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) additionally reported at least seven maritime
incidents involving vessels between October 12 and 14.[8] Iranian attacks also sank two Emirati cargo
vessels in the strait on October 14.[9] Iran has not sunk a vessel since March 2026.[10]

Reports of Attacks on Vessels in and near the Strait of Hormuz

Between August 3, 2026 and October 14, 2026
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Iran may have partially reconstituted some of its maritime targeting capabilities, which could be
supporting Iran’s ability to conduct recent waves of attacks on commercial vessels.[11] Iran previously
attempted to rebuild radars struck by the United States in previous rounds of strikes, for example.[12] A
US official told the Wall Street Journal on October 4 that Iran improved its ability to target ships in recent
weeks but did not provide any more details.[13] The official’s comment could refer to reconstituted
Iranian capabilities, but it is also possible that Iran has adopted alternative tactics or developed new
capabilities to adapt to its targeting constraints. Two Iranian officials told Reuters on October 13 that Iran
is “deploying new tactics,” including by changing the “type” and “pace” of attacks in the strait.[14] One
of the Iranian officials added that Iran started using these new tactics around October 4 and that doing so
has led to an increase in attacks on vessels, which is consistent with observed incidents in the strait.[15]
The official noted that Iran seeks to keep oil prices high in order to pressure US President Donald Trump
ahead of the US midterm elections in November.[16]
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Iranian Strikes on Civilian Vessels

Between October 13, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and October 14, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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The Houthis are attempting to domestically produce a variant of the Iranian Kheybar Shekan
missile with People’s Republic of China (PRC)-manufactured components. A UK-based
investigative organization reported that the Houthis procured a range of custom-made missile
components, tools, and testing equipment from an unspecified Chinese supplier.[17] Yemeni authorities
interdicted a shipment bound for Houthi-controlled Hudaydah port in July 2026 that contained Chinese-
manufactured missile components, including components of a Kheybar Shekan variant’s airframe and
solid-propellant rocket motor.[18] An independent missile analyst told the Wall Street Journal on October
14 that it is unclear if the Houthis have already begun to manufacture the missile or if they are still
testing assembly techniques.[19]

The Houthis have unveiled several domestically-produced variants of the Kheybar Shekan in recent
years, at least one of which possesses MaRV capabilities.[20] A maneuverable reentry vehicle can be
used to evade anti-ballistic missile systems or to improve the accuracy of ballistic missiles by altering
their trajectory during the terminal stage of flight.[21] It is unclear which domestically produced Kheybar
Shekan variant the Houthis sought to produce with the interdicted Chinese-manufactured components.
Some Kheybar Shekan variants have a detachable nosecone armed with a warhead that can adjust its
trajectory during the terminal phase at speeds of up to 6,000 miles per hour.[22] Iran has fired advanced
variants of the Kheybar Shekan missiles at regional US bases during the current conflict that have
evaded US defenses, including a July 17 Iranian attack on the Muwaffaq Salti Airbase in Azraq, Jordan,
that killed multiple US servicemembers.[23]

Houthi investment in maneuverable ballistic missiles poses a particular threat to Saudi air
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defenses as the Houthis continue to fire missiles and drones targeting Saudi critical
infrastructure. Recent Houthi ballistic missile and drone attacks have damaged Saudi infrastructure
across the kingdom since July 24, including Saudi Aramco’s base in Dhahran on October 13.[24] Saudi air
defenses have intercepted multiple Houthi projectiles since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff, however. The
Saudi Joint Forces Command reported on October 13 that Saudi air defenses intercepted at least eight
Houthi missiles and multiple drones targeting Riyadh, Dhahran, Haradh, and al Kharj districts.[25] Saudi
Civil Defense reported that intercepted Houthi missile debris injured four people in Riyadh.[26] Regional
officials warned the Associated Press in mid-September that Saudi Arabia is running low on interceptor
missiles.[27] Saudi Arabia’s vast 1,300-kilometer border with Yemen poses a further challenge to Saudi
Arabia’s ability to defend critical infrastructure from drone and missile attacks.[28]

US and Partner Military Operations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Strike Campaign

Assessed Iranian War Aims:

e Secure international recognition of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz
e Degrade the US ability and willingness to continue the war

 Restore deterrence vis-a -vis the United States and its regional partners

* Divide the United States and Israel from the Arab states

See topline section.

US-Iran Negotiations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Domestic Affairs

Nothing significant to report.

Lebanon

Nothing significant to report.

Iraq

Nothing significant to report.
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Arabian Peninsula

The Houthis published footage on October 14 that depicted Houthi fighters at key positions
near the Bab al Mandeb Strait.[29] Geolocated footage shared by the Houthis on October 14 showed
Houthi fighters and convoys near the towns of Murad and Ghurayrah on the Red Sea coastal plain.[30]
The footage showed the Houthis destroying or disabling multiple Yemeni government-aligned vehicles
along the coastal plain.[31]Yemeni government-aligned forces reportedly recaptured territory
immediately east of the Bab al Mandeb area from Houthi forces on October 9.[32] It is unclear at the time
of this writing whether the Houthi footage predates Yemeni government forces’ seizure of the area on
October 9. The footage also depicts scenes near Dhubab Airport, which Yemeni government forces have
held since October 5.[33] The Houthis claimed to have expelled Yemeni government forces from their
position at the airport.[34] The Homeland Shield Forces, which is a faction aligned with the Yemeni
government, claimed to have repelled a Houthi infiltration attempt at Dhubab Airport on October 10.[35]
Yemeni government media separately released footage on October 14 that purportedly showed the
Homeland Shield forces present at Dhubab Airport to dispute the Houthi claims of recapture, though it is
unclear when the footage was filmed.[36]

Yemeni government-aligned forces advanced slightly northwestward toward Baramish in
northwest Marib Governorate on October 13 amid ongoing fighting in Taiz Governorate as
part of the Yemeni government’s multi-front counteroffensive. Geolocated footage from October
13 indicates that Yemeni government-aligned forces advanced their positions near Asdas, Marib
Governorate.[37] This advance is likely part of the Yemeni government’s counteroffensive in Marib
Governorate, which seeks to stretch Houthi bandwidth over multiple fronts.[38] The advance also comes
amid reports of continued intense fighting between the Houthis and encircled Yemeni government-
aligned fighters in Taiz City.[39] Houthi forces fully encircled Taiz City on October 12.[40] ISW-CTP has
not observed evidence of Yemeni government or Houthi advances or withdrawals near Taiz City since
ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Marib Governorate

As of October 14, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET

ISW

: al Jawf cnl'rlcm.
J - - e d THREATS
= Yemeni government-aligned forces Governorate
captured Houthi-held territory near THE DR. JACK LONDON
. . GEOSPATIAL FUND
Asdas, Marib Governorate
3 L MY

Marib Governorate

Marib
O

Shabwah
Governorate

i Map Area /
(”Hhﬂl llumhm lfltm(}()l]l(i(h L-(mrud\.]d{u \ui(rlu \Iuplmf == 'Y’EMEN
lames Thompson, \Ilf\ulﬂl\l)( reen, h)1~.{nphu I)uuru‘;f Brian Carter

\uL Carl; Annika Ganzeveld, Kelly Campa, Carolyn Moorman, ,,/ £
Ra!hunu Wells, K Ruldy Ben Rezaei, Ben Schmida, Nidal Morrison,

ld‘;mm hmah Pa unpd William Doran, and Bailey Pasternak 4
2026 Institite fe ‘\mdy nl War “and AEI's Critical Threats Project. ; h’Inqhtx reserv uI i
8 mi’ulumq husumq){hum tmm 1 OpenStreetMap

L P id i
Contested Yemeni Government-
Aligned Forces-Houthi Terrain
' Yemeni Government-Aligned Forces O Significant Fighting in the Past 24 Hours

[ Houthi-Controlled Terrain

The Houthis appear to be retaining their maximalist demands amid reports that third-party
countries are pushing for negotiations between the Houthis and Saudi Arabia.[41]Houthi
Political Bureau spokesperson Mohammed al Bukhaiti told the Associated Press on October 14 that the
Houthis “would welcome” mediated negotiations with Saudi Arabia.[42] Bukhaiti reiterated Houthi
maximalist demands that Saudi Arabia must end its military operations in Yemen and lift Saudi controls
on Houthi-controlled ports and airports, however.[43] Saudi leaders have previously signaled that they
are unwilling to enter any truce negotiations with the Houthis as long as the group controls the Bab al
Mandeb.[44]

Bukhaiti told the Associated Press that multiple countries, including Oman, Russia, and China, have
attempted to encourage the Houthis and Saudi Arabia to resume negotiations on a ceasefire deal.[45]
Previous reports noted that China and Pakistan have urged Iran to pressure the Houthis to stop attacks
on Saudi Arabia, but Iran rejected such offers on the basis that it could not dictate Houthi operations.[46]
Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi told Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan on October
11 that Iran is ready to facilitate dialogue between Saudi Arabia and the Houthis, however.[47]
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Iran Update, October 15, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

William Doran, Bailey Pasternak, Nidal Morrison, Benjamin Schmida, Annika Ganzeveld

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend
updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to
the war with Iran.

Key Takeaways

1. The Houthis attacked Yemeni government-controlled cities with missiles and drones, likely to
weaken the Yemeni government’s legitimacy and possibly to disrupt government
counteroffensives. The Houthis’ strikes in Aden likely sought to generate an informational effect
and undermine Yemen'’s already weak, fractured government.

2. The Houthis have demonstrated limited capabilities to target Saudi fighter aircraft in Yemeni
airspace, but these capabilities are currently insufficient to significantly disrupt the ongoing Saudi
air campaign. Houthi forces fired a surface-to-air missile (SAM) that struck a Saudi-operated fighter
jet, but the SAM does not appear to have destroyed the aircraft.

3. The Houthis have continued their attempts to capture Taiz City by securing positions on
advantageous terrain and roadways on the city’s western outskirts.

4. The Iraqi Parliament voted on October 15 to approve some Iranian-backed Iragi militia actors to fill
three vacant ministerial roles and a deputy prime minister position during its session to complete
Irag’s government formation.
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Toplines

The Houthis attacked Yemeni government-controlled cities with missiles and drones, likely to
weaken the Yemeni government’s legitimacy and possibly to disrupt government
counteroffensives. The Houthis fired large barrages of missiles and drones that struck the Yemeni
Presidential Palace and other residential areas in Aden, the Yemeni government’s de facto capital, on
October 15.[1] The Houthis’ strikes in Aden likely sought to generate an informational effect and
undermine Yemen'’s already weak, fractured government, despite Houthi claims that they targeted Saudi
command centers and weapons depots.[2] The Houthis understand that high-volume missile and drone
attacks on the de facto capital are reputationally damaging and demoralizing for the Yemeni government
amid major military setbacks for the government in Taiz Governorate. The Houthis seek to assert
themselves as a capable military and polity in the government’s place.[3] The Houthis believe that they
hold a divine right to rule over all of Yemen and beyond and exclusively refer to themselves as the real
Yemeni government.[4]

The Houthis also attacked Marib City in eastern Yemen, possibly to hinder Yemeni government-aligned
forces’ ability to prepare and assemble for ongoing counteroffensives in Marib Governorate.[5] A Marib-
based Yemeni journalist and a DC-based Yemen analyst reported that at least 16 Houthi ballistic missiles
and one-way attack drones struck Marib City on October 15.[6] The Houthis may have attacked Marib to
disrupt Yemeni government efforts to organize and prepare forces for combat on fronts in northwestern
and southern Marib Governorate, where Yemeni government-aligned forces have steadily recaptured
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territory from the Houthis in recent weeks.[7] Yemeni government-aligned forces most recently advanced
toward Baramish in northwestern Marib Governorate on October 13 amid ongoing combat near Houthi
military camps in the vicinity.[8] The Houthis have repeatedly conducted attacks on Yemeni government-
aligned forces’ staging areas, including near Ras al Ara, Lahij Governorate, in recent days to disrupt the
government’s efforts to mount a successful counteroffensive on the Red Sea coastal plain.[9]

The Houthis have demonstrated limited capabilities to target Saudi fighter aircraft in Yemeni
airspace, but these capabilities are currently insufficient to significantly disrupt the ongoing
Saudi air campaign. Houthi forces fired a surface-to-air missile (SAM) that struck a Saudi-operated
Eurofighter Typhoon fighter jet on October 14 over Saada Governorate, where Saudi aircraft conduct
frequent airstrikes on Houthi missile depots and other military infrastructure.[10] Houthi footage of the
attack suggests that the SAM did not destroy the aircraft, however.[11] The Houthis may have used both
radar-guided and infrared targeting systems, both of which the Houthis possess, to strike the aircraft,
given that the aircraft only deployed flares after the SAM struck the aircraft.[12] This strike indicates that
the Houthis possess low-level capabilities to interfere with the Saudi air campaign in Yemen, which has
provided close air support to Yemeni government-aligned forces and attacked the Houthis’ long-range
strike capabilities.

Houthi SAMs and anti-aircraft fire have yet to pose a serious threat to Saudi air superiority or the Saudi
air campaign, as the Houthis rarely strike manned aircraft successfully. The Houthis have only destroyed
one Saudi fighter aircraft during the current conflict, when a Houthi SAM shot down a Saudi F-15 fighter
jet over Marib Governorate on September 15.[13] The Houthis themselves have claimed that Saudi forces
have conducted thousands of airstrikes and missile attacks on Houthi-controlled territory in Yemen during
the current conflict, indicating that Houthi anti-aircraft fire has made minimal impact on Saudi air
capabilities.[14] The Houthis are far more capable of disrupting adversaries’ drone warfare, as the
Houthis have more frequently shot down drones during both the US and Saudi air campaigns against the
group in 2025 and 2026.[15]

The Houthis have continued their attempts to capture Taiz City by securing positions on
advantageous terrain and roadways on the city’s western outskirts. Houthi fighters attempted to
capture Jabal Han, a mountain on the western outskirts of Taiz City, on October 14 and 15.[16] Various
international media and analysts have reported that either the Houthis or the Yemeni government
currently controls Jabal Han, which suggests that the area remains highly contested.[17] The Houthis
seek to control Jabal Han because the position overlooks all of Taiz City from the west, which would
provide the Houthis with a favorable position for observation and indirect fire in support of Houthi forces
attempting to enter the city. The Houthis have made several unsuccessful attempts to capture Jabal Han
in recent weeks.[18] The Houthis also continued to engage Yemeni government-aligned forces in al
Dhabab, immediately southwest of Taiz City and along a key roadway into the city, on October 14 and
15.[19] Houthi fighters have in recent days engaged Yemeni government-aligned forces at the Hangar
Checkpoint, about 600 meters east of al Dhabab, in attempts to secure an entryway into Taiz City from
the southwest.[20]
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The Iraqi Parliament voted on October 15 to approve some Iranian-backed Iraqi militia actors
to fill three vacant ministerial roles and a deputy prime minister position during its session to
complete Iraq’s government formation.[21] The ministers include:

e Senior US-sanctioned Iranian-backed Iraqgi militia Asaib Ahl al Hag member Laith al Khazali as one
of four deputy prime ministers.[22]

 Asaib Ahl al Haq political wing member, Mohammad al Moussawi, as labor minister.[23]

e Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada-affiliated Dhi Qar Investment Authority head Ali al Dakhili as tourism
minister.[24]

e Kataib Imam al Ali-affiliated Services Alliance parliamentarian Mohammad Sahib al Daraji as digital
economy and governance minister.[25]

These appointments appear to confirm earlier reports that the Shia Coordination Framework, which is a
loose coalition of Iraqgi Shia political parties, planned to allocate deputy prime minister positions and
control over some ministries to Iranian-backed Iragi militia members.[26] The United States has firmly
rejected any Iraqgi militia member, even from disarmed militias, serving in any senior capacity in the Iraqi
federal government, however.[27] ISW-CTP will provide further analysis about Iraqi government
formation in the coming days.
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US and Partner Military Operations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Strike Campaign

Assessed Iranian War Aims:

e Secure international recognition of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz
e Degrade the US ability and willingness to continue the war

 Restore deterrence vis-a -vis the United States and its regional partners

* Divide the United States and Israel from the Arab states

Nothing significant to report.

US-Iran Negotiations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Domestic Affairs

Nothing significant to report.

Lebanon

Iran reportedly instructed Hezbollah to prepare to participate in an “imminent” regional
conflict with the United States and Israel, according to unspecified Lebanese military sources
speaking to Emirati media on October 15.[28] The sources said that Iran recently instructed
Hezbollah to raise the group’s military readiness to “advanced levels.”[29] ISW-CTP has recently reported
on Iranian officials’ heightened concern about renewed US strikes on Iran and assessed that Iran is
attempting to deter renewed US military operations against Iran by threatening attacks against US forces
and regional allies.[30] Hezbollah previously attacked Israel in March to support Iran against the US-
Israeli combined force and would likely do so again in the event of a renewed large-scale military conflict
between Iran and the United States.[31]

This report comes amid ongoing Hezbollah efforts to reconstitute its military capabilities in southern
Lebanon. The Lebanese military sources speaking to Emirati media added that Iran is restructuring
Hezbollah’s command under its “Mosaic Doctrine,” which uses geographically dispersed, decentralized
commands that can operate independently after decapitation strikes.[32] The Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) reportedly began reorganizing Hezbollah’s command structure to become more
decentralized in late 2024 after extensive Israeli decapitation strikes that killed former Hezbollah
Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah and other senior leaders.[33] Hezbollah simultaneously seeks to
reconstitute its military arsenal. Lebanese security forces seized 780 kilograms of explosives, including
250 kilograms of C-4 plastic explosives, that Hezbollah attempted to smuggle into Lebanon from Syria on
October 5.[34] This smuggling attempt is consistent with Hezbollah efforts to smuggle weapons and
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weapons components, such as first-person view (FPV) drones and drone components, into Lebanon in
recent months.[35]

Lebanon’s central bank revoked US-sanctioned Iranian Bank Saderat’s local license this
week, barring it from the Lebanese financial system.[36] The Lebanese government’s decision to
expel a US-sanctioned Iranian bank from Lebanon comes amid ongoing US pressure to block Iran’s
financial access to Lebanon and other international markets.[37] The US and Lebanese governments
have sanctioned numerous Hezbollah-linked financial networks and restricted Hezbollah’s access to
formal and informal banking institutions in Lebanon since 2025.[38]

Iraq

See topline section.

Arabian Peninsula

The Houthis have continued to attack a wide range of targets across Saudi Arabia to impose
economic and political costs on the kingdom and compel Saudi Arabia to capitulate. Saudi
media and the Saudi Joint Forces Command (JFC) reported that Saudi air defenses intercepted numerous
missiles and drones in the vicinity of several major cities, including al Kharj, Khamis Mushait, Riyadh, and
Medina, on October 14 and 15.[39] The Houthis denied that they attacked Medina on October 15 in
response to the JFC’s report, although the group previously attacked a power station in Medina on
September 29.[40] The geographic scope of these targets indicates that the Houthis continue to attack
sites throughout western, southern, central, and eastern Saudi Arabia as part of their expanded strike
campaign.[41] The Houthis likely calculate that they can degrade Saudi Arabia’s will to continue striking
the Houthis and supporting the Yemeni government by attacking oil facilities, airports, and other civilian
infrastructure.[42] The JFC announced on October 15 that the Houthis have attacked King Khalid
International Airport 20 times since October 1 as part of this expanded strike campaign, for example.[43]
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Iran Update, October 16, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

William Doran, Adham Fattah, Ria Reddy, Ben Rezaei, Parker Hempel, Brian Carter

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend
updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to
the war with Iran.

Key Takeaways

1. The Iranian regime has reportedly found ways to ship a very limited and relatively inconsequential
amount of petroleum product exports via maritime routes despite the US naval blockade. Iran’s
ability to export energy products continues to be severely hampered by the US economic
campaign, however.

2. The Houthis are using imitative communications deception in an attempt to disrupt Yemeni
government-aligned forces’ command and control and hinder government efforts to defend Taiz
City.

3. Yemeni government-aligned forces regained control of Dhubab Airport on the southern Red Sea
coastal plain by October 15.

4. Yemeni government-aligned forces are likely continuing to gradually advance further north and
west in Marib Governorate along a major ground line of communication (GLOC) extending to Sanaa,
Yemen's capital.
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Toplines

The Iranian regime has reportedly found ways to ship a very limited and relatively
inconsequential amount of petroleum product exports via maritime routes despite the US
naval blockade. Iran’s ability to export energy products continues to be severely hampered
by the US economic campaign, however. Reuters reported on October 16 that Iran has used ship-to-
ship transfers off the coast of Oman to conceal the movement of its tankers carrying liquified petroleum
gas (LPG) and jet fuel, citing four people in maritime security who track Gulf oil movements.[1] Reuters
added that at least eight LPG tankers and one jet fuel tanker have exited the Gulf of Oman — violating
the US naval blockade — since mid-July, citing United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI) and maritime
intelligence group SynMax.[2] The United States reinstated its naval blockade of Iranian ports and ships
on July 14 and has severely curtailed Iranian exports, even assuming the Reuters reporting is
accurate.[3] UANI reported in January that Iran exported around 46.9 million barrels of oil per month.
Reuters noted, also citing UANI, that the total volume of the LPG shipments across about three months
was 4.1 million barrels, or an average of 1.36 million barrels per month. This is 2 percent of the export
amount in January.[4] Assuming the Reuters report is accurate, it is notable that Iran is unsuccessfully
making efforts to offset the impact of the US economic campaign against its energy exports, which are
the lifeblood of Iran’s economy.[5]

It is impossible to validate whether these vessels successfully ran the blockade from independent open
sources available to ISW-CTP, and US Central Command (CENTCOM) maintains that no vessels have
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successfully run the blockade.[6] A US military official told Reuters on October 16 that a vessel transiting
the strait does not necessarily mean it had evaded the blockade, as the ships could have been allowed
through for various logistical and humanitarian reasons.[7] A US Treasury Department spokesperson
noted that Iran has been using various tactics to obscure its blockade running, such as shutting off
automatic identification systems (AIS) on vessels and falsely identifying vessels — neither tactic should
be effective against a US Navy blockade, in principle.[8] US Navy destroyers and aircraft can detect
vessels with their radars and other sensors, which makes AIS irrelevant. The blockade is also enforced
against exports from and imports to Iranian ports in accordance with US Navy legal guidance related to
blockades, not individual vessels. A vessel conducting a ship-to-ship transfer or transiting from or to an
Iranian port would be detectable, assuming no human or technical errors in the tactical process of doing
SO.

The Houthis are using imitative communications deception in an attempt to disrupt Yemeni
government-aligned forces’ command and control and hinder government efforts to defend
Taiz City. Imitative communications deception is a mode of military deception in which a military force
introduces false but plausible messages into an adversary’s communications network to induce the
adversary to react in a manner contrary to its own objectives.[9] Yemeni military sources told a Marib-
based Yemeni journalist on October 15 that the Houthis infiltrated and broadcasted false evacuation
orders on government-aligned force commanders’ radio communication channels during a Houthi ground
attack on Jabal Han, immediately west of Taiz City.[10] Yemeni government-aligned forces and
commanders refused to withdraw from Jabal Han despite the Houthis’ false withdrawal orders and reports
that friendly forces’ withdrew, however.[11]

The Houthis are supplementing their kinetic efforts to capture Jabal Han with imitative communications
deception because the group’s ground attacks have repeatedly failed in recent days.[12] Successful
military deception enables a military force to achieve discrete objectives, such as capturing
advantageous terrain on a frontline, with less force than the operational environment would otherwise
require. The Houthis previously used imitative communications deception to successfully disrupt
government-aligned forces’ coordination during the Houthi Red Sea coastal plain offensive between
September 9 and 11."* Yemeni government-aligned forces’ apparent refusal to withdraw from Jabal Han
indicates that these forces have likely strengthened their command-and-control networks and learned
from the coastal plain offensive in order to adapt to Houthi deception efforts.

The Houthis are concurrently reportedly attempting to secure a Yemeni government surrender in Taiz
City to avoid the significant military costs in casualties, time, and resources implicit in a protracted urban
combat campaign for the city. An Israeli open-source intelligence (OSINT) analyst reported on October 16
that the Houthis have offered Yemeni government-aligned forces the option to withdraw safely from Taiz
City and return to Aden with their vehicles and small arms.[14] The Houthis likely recognize that a
military campaign to capture Yemen'’s third-largest city and defeat or destroy all remaining government-
aligned forces and anti-Houthi partisans would require significant manpower, equipment, logistics, and
heavy combat. Yemeni government-aligned forces have previously demonstrated their ability to mount
successful urban warfare operations against the Houthis, such as in Aden in 2015.[15] Even a weakened
Yemeni government-aligned force in 2026 poses a serious obstacle for the Houthis in the favorable urban
and human terrain of Taiz City, where much of the population detests the Houthis.[16] The Houthis seek
to avoid such a campaign because it could exhaust significant military resources amid continued combat
on various other fronts.

© 2026 Institute for the Study of War. All rights reserved.



Assessed Control of Terrain in Taiz City Direction

As of October 16, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET

The Houthis infiltrated Yemeni
government-aligned forces'

communications networks at Jabal
- Han while attempting to capture

the mountain. Yemeni \

.| government-aligned forces likely |

remain in control of Jabal Han

P ]

Iap bu;ﬂuim.’ Mealie, David Schu

(urolyﬁ'ﬂ.ms!mz Eliana Ornelas Natalichesplay!
‘Imms | hompson, Luulu’ﬁ reen, luphu 1)aulor1\lm(m Carter,

Mck CarlyAnnika G un/chd’l\( elly Campa, Canoly 7
Katherine Wélls, RmRuMu"B( n Rezaei, Ben S
Adham Fattah. ParkErHe mplf William Doran
©) 2020 .’m!ztuu for
Under lmmj ‘basemap asse;

s Nathaniel lxmi‘r‘m i

and Bailey F m(cmuk

fjaludu of War and AEI's Critical Threatsier n:pu,llf{fl i"i‘j.’l!s us( nucds
TSfromope nstrectMap h e /,l,'}‘:! 7,

ISW

STUDY O F WAR

CRIT}CAL
THREATS

THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

Government-aligned
forces' refusal to withdraw
from Jabal Han amid
false withdrawal orders
demonstrates that
government-aligned
forces are adapting to
Houthi military deception
efforts that succeeded on
the coastal plain

=
=
N8 !
D < |
L 1 LS
!‘» g “\
am o
, 7 i

s
.v‘,(/

[ Houthi-Controlled Terrain

______ i Yemeni Government-Aligned Forces
Contested Yemeni Government-Aligned
Forces-Houthi Territory

O

Taiz-Aden Ground Line of
Communication

— Mokha-Taiz Ground Line of

Communication

Significant Fighting in the
Past 24 Hours

Yemeni government-aligned forces regained control of Dhubab Airport on the southern Red
Sea coastal plain by October 15. The Homeland Shield Forces, which are a Yemeni government-
aligned military faction, published a recorded statement dated October 15 that shows government-
aligned forces at a recognizable site at the airport.[17] This footage is a near-certain indicator of
government control over Dhubab Airport, following recent conflicting Yemeni government and Houthi
claims of control over the area.[18] This does not indicate that Yemeni government-aligned forces have
consolidated control over remaining areas on the coastal plain south of this position, however, as the
front line remains porous due to flat terrain that permits combat units to move with relative ease.
Geolocated footage shared by the Houthis on October 14 showed Houthi fighters and convoys near the
towns of Murad and Ghurayrah, south of Dhubab Airport on the coastal plain, although it is unclear
whether the footage predates Yemeni government-aligned forces’ advances in the vicinity on October

9.[19]
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Yemeni government-aligned forces are likely continuing to gradually advance further north
and west in Marib Governorate along a major ground line of communication (GLOC) extending
to Sanaa, Yemen'’s capital. Saudi and Yemeni media published reports and images on October 16 that
strongly suggest that government-aligned forces are advancing northwestward into Majzar district along
the main GLOC between Marib City and Sanaa City.[20] Saudi media reported that government-aligned
forces have advanced to their furthest positions northwest of Marib City since 2021.[21] Steady
government advances in northwestern Marib Governorate in recent weeks do not necessarily indicate
future government successes, particularly as the Houthis are likely better prepared to defend positions
along the GLOC nearer to Sanaa City and will strengthen that defense if it comes under threat.[22]

B
US and Partner Military Operations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Strike Campaign

Assessed Iranian War Aims:

e Secure international recognition of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz
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e Degrade the US ability and willingness to continue the war
 Restore deterrence vis-a -vis the United States and its regional partners
* Divide the United States and Israel from the Arab states

Nothing significant to report.

US-Iran Negotiations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Domestic Affairs

See topline section.

Lebanon

Nothing significant to report.

Iraq

Nothing significant to report.

Arabian Peninsula

The Houthis have continued to attack targets across Saudi Arabia to compel Saudi Arabia to
surrender to Houthi demands. Saudi Joint Forces Command reported on October 16 that Saudi air
defenses intercepted three Houthi missiles and four drones targeting Yanbu, Riyadh, and an unspecified
location in Saudi’s Eastern Province since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff on October 15.[23] The Houthis have
repeatedly targeted Saudi oil facilities, airports, and other civilian infrastructure in these locations
throughout the Houthi strike campaign on Saudi Arabia, which has increased in geographic scope since
October 5.[24] The Houthis likely calculate that continuing to strike Saudi critical infrastructure will
decrease Saudi willingness to sustain military operations against the Houthis and compel Saudi Arabia to
accept Houthi demands, which include lifting Saudi controls on Houthi-controlled ports and airports and
granting the Houthis control over Yemen'’s oil and gas resources.[25]
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The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend

updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to
the war with Iran.

Key Takeaways

1.

Yemeni government-aligned forces appear to have repelled Houthi efforts to secure positions on
advantageous terrain and roadways on the western outskirts of Taiz City.

. Yemeni government-aligned forces have also engaged Houthi forces on high ground in Taiz and

Lahij governorates that overlooks Yemen’s Red Sea coastal plain. Yemeni government-aligned
forces must retain and recapture territory in Waziyah and Madaribah districts to prevent potential
Houthi attempts to outflank and overwhelm Yemeni government positions at the recently
recaptured Dhubab Airport.

. The Houthis targeted Yemeni government weapons depots near Aden International Airport to

degrade the government’s ability to sustain operations against the Houthis.
Iran likely continues to face constraints on its ability to detect and target vessels despite the recent
uptick in attacks on vessels in or near the Strait of Hormuz.
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Toplines

Yemeni government-aligned forces appear to have repelled Houthi efforts to secure positions
on advantageous terrain and roadways on the western outskirts of Taiz City. Yemeni media and
an independent Yemen-based journalist reported on October 17 that Yemeni government-aligned forces
engaged Houthi forces near the former Yemeni Army 35th Brigade’s camp and nearby Gharab Village on
the western outskirts of Taiz City.[1] Houthi forces have attempted to secure advantageous terrain west
of Taiz City after completing their encirclement of Taiz City on October 12.[2] The Houthis have
attempted to capture Jabal Han, which is located immediately southwest of the 35th Brigade camp and
Gharab Village, for example.[3] Yemeni government forces have continued to repel Houthi attacks to
seize Jabal Han since October 16, however.[4]
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Contested Yemeni Government-Aligned Significant Fighting in the
Forces-Houthi Territory Past 24 Hours

Yemeni government-aligned forces also continue to engage Houthi fighters in other areas of
Taiz and Lahij governorates and on high ground located above the Red Sea coastal plain.
Yemeni media reported on October 17 that Yemeni government-aligned forces repelled a Houthi attack
on Yemeni government positions on Jabal Dhahih in central Taiz Governorate.[5]

Yemeni media and an independent Yemen-based journalist separately reported engagements in Sabr al
Mawadim District, central Taiz Governorate, on October 17.[6] The Houthis reportedly shelled Al Aradha,
Sabr al Mawadim District, on October 17.[7] Yemeni media separately reported Saudi airstrikes targeting
Houthi telecommunications infrastructure in Sabr al Mawadim District, likely to disrupt Houthi command-
and-control (C2) networks in the district.[8]

Yemeni government-aligned forces have also engaged Houthi forces on high ground in Taiz and Lahij
governorates that overlooks Yemen’s Red Sea coastal plain. The Homeland Shield Forces and Southern
Giants Brigades, which are Yemeni government-aligned military groups, attacked Houthi forces in
Waziyah District, Taiz Governorate, and neighboring Madaribah District, Lahij Governorate.[[9]] The
Homeland Shield Forces and Southern Giants Brigades have engaged Houthi forces in Waziyah and
Madaribah districts since the start of the Yemeni government counteroffensive on October 5 to regain
territory on the Red Sea coastal plain.[10] The Southern Giants Brigades moved reinforcements to this
area on October 12, but the Southern Giants Brigades and Homeland Shield Forces have not made any
significant territorial advances along this front in recent days.[11] Yemeni government-aligned forces
must retain and recapture territory in Waziyah and Madaribah districts to prevent potential Houthi
attempts to outflank and overwhelm Yemeni government positions at the recently recaptured Dhubab
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Airport.[12]
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O Significant Fighting in the

Contested Yemeni Government-Aligned Past 24 Hours

Forces-Houthi Territory

The Houthis targeted Yemeni government weapons depots near Aden International Airport to
degrade the government’s ability to sustain operations against the Houthis. The Houthis struck
Aden International Airport on October 16 with two ballistic missiles, according to the Yemeni
government’s Transportation Ministry.[13] A Houthi military source told Houthi media that the Houthis
targeted the headquarters and weapons depots at the Yemeni government Camp Badr military base,
which is located at the airport.[14] The Houthis previously attacked Aden International Airport on October
6. The Houthis claimed at the time that the group had targeted Saudi forces unloading military
equipment for the Yemeni government at Camp Badr.[15]

US and Partner Military Operations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Strike Campaign
Assessed Iranian War Aims:

e Secure international recognition of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz
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e Degrade the US ability and willingness to continue the war
 Restore deterrence vis-a -vis the United States and its regional partners
* Divide the United States and Israel from the Arab states

Iran likely continues to face constraints on its ability to detect and target vessels despite the
recent uptick in attacks on vessels in or near the Strait of Hormuz. Thelslamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy likely attacked two tankers northeast of al Jubail, Saudi Arabia, on October
16.[16] United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) reported that an unknown projectile struck
the first tanker approximately 68 nautical miles northeast of al Jubail.[17] UKMTO separately reported
that a small boat, likely an IRGC fast attack craft (FAC), attacked a second tanker with a rocket-propelled
grenade (RPG) approximately 78 nautical miles northeast of al Jubail.[18] The IRGC Navy claimed that the
vessels struck sea mines.[19] Iran has repeatedly made similar claims, likely to reinforce the perception
that routes outside Iranian control remain unsafe. The United States previously announced on August 25
that it had cleared the strait of mines.[20]

The IRGC Navy'’s reported use of a small boat and RPGs suggests that Iran continues to face maritime
targeting constraints after US strikes against Iranian coastal radar and communication towers degraded
Iran’s ability to detect and fix vessels.[21] A risk advisory firm director previously reported in August that
the IRGC has been using FAC to help detect vessels going through the strait by visual recognition, which
is an extremely suboptimal method to find and fix a target at sea compared to radars and other purpose-
built sensors.[22] The October 16 attacks, which occurred outside of the Strait of Hormuz, also come
after the IRGC Navy threatened on October 9 to strike vessels “throughout the region” if they pass
through non-lranian-approved routes in the strait.

US-Iran Negotiations

Nothing significant to report.

Iranian Domestic Affairs

Nothing significant to report.

Lebanon

Nothing significant to report.

Iraq

Nothing significant to report.

Arabian Peninsula

The Houthis have likely launched attacks on targets in Saudi Arabia since ISW-CTP’s last data
cutoff on October 16. Saudi Civil Defense issued alerts for Khamis Mushait, Abha, and Jizan in southern
Saudi Arabia on October 16 and 17.[23] The Saudi Joint Forces Command reported on October 17 that
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Saudi air defenses intercepted four likely Houthi drones in Saudi Arabia’s Riyadh, Eastern, and Southern
provinces.[24] The Houthis have repeatedly attacked military and civilian infrastructure in these locations
throughout the Houthi strike campaign on Saudi Arabia.[25] The Houthis likely calculate that strikes on
Saudi military and civilian infrastructure will decrease Saudi willingness to sustain military operations
against the Houthis and compel Saudi Arabia to accept Houthi demands, which include lifting Saudi
controls on Houthi-controlled ports and airports and granting the Houthis control over Yemen'’s oil and
gas resources.[26]

The Saudi Joint Forces Command reported on October 16 that Saudi coalition aircraft destroyed two
missile launch sites in Houthi-controlled Saada Governorate.[27] Saudi Arabia has attempted to degrade
the Houthis’ ability to launch missiles at Saudi Arabia by targeting Houthi missile launch sites and missile
depots in recent weeks.[28]
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