Iran Update, January 14, 2024

Brian Carter, Andie Parry, Johanna Moore, Annika Ganzeveld, and Nicholas Carl
Information  Cutoff: 2:00 pm EST

CTP-ISW published abbreviated updates on January 13 and 14, 2024. Detailed coverage will resume Monday, January 15,
2024.

Thelran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian -sponsored activities abroad that undermine regional stability
and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends that affect the stability and decision-making of the
Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of
War (ISW) provides theseupdates regularly basedon regional events. For more on developmentsin Iran and the region,
seeour interactive map of Iran and the Middle East.

Note: CTPand ISW have refocused the update to cover the Israel -Hamas war. The new sectionsaddress developments in
the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as noteworthy activity from , U D @%j8/of Resistance.We do
not report in detail on war crimes becausethese activities are well-covered in Western media and do not directly affect
the military operations we are assessingand forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and
the Geneva Conventions and crimes against humanity eventhough we do not describe them in thesereports.

Click hereto seeCTP and , 6: | Mteractive map of Israeli ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the
static maps present in this report.

Key Takeaways:

1. Israel Defense Forces units in the central Gaza Strip are isolating Maghazi.

2. The Israel Defense Forces continued clearing operations in Khan Younis City.

3. The Israel Defense Forces continued clearing operations in the northern Gaza Strip around Atatra and Beit
Lahia.

4. lIsraeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reiterated that Israel will continue its fight against Hamas until
WKH ,') DFKLHYHV D 3FRPSOHWH YLFWRU\ ~

5 +DPDVY DO 4DVVHP %YULJDGHY DQG 3DOHVWLQLDQ ,VODPLF -LKDGYV DC
attack targeting southern Israel.

6. Palestinian fighters targeted Israeli forces in five locations across the West Bank.

7. Iranian -backed militias, including Lebanese Hezbollah, conducted nine attacks from southern Lebanon into
northern Israel.

8. The Islamic Resistance in Iraqg 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iragi militias 2 claimed two attacks on US
forces in northwestern Syria.
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Gaza Strip
Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
x Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to launch and sustain a major ground operation
into the Gaza Strip
x Degrade IDF material and morale around the Gaza Strip.

Israel Defense Forces (IDF) units in the central Gaza Strip are isolating Maghazi. Commercially

available satellite imagery captured on January 14 showed flattened terrain north, east, and south of Maghazi, indicating
that Israeli armor and bulldozers operated in the area. The IDF Golani Brigade directed an airstrike targeting two
Palestinian fighters who were moving toward Israeli troops in a building in Maghazi. [1]

The IDF continued clearing operations in Khan Younis City on January 14. Commercially available satellite
imagery captured on January 14 showed flattened terrain southeast of Khan Younis City and within the city, indicating
that Israeli armor and bulldozers operated in the area. The IDF 7th Brigade (assigned to the 36th Division) captured a
tunnel shaft in Khan Younis City on January 14.[2] Palestinian media reported IDF forces fighting south of Khan Younis
City on January 13 and 14[3]

The IDF continued clearing operations in the northern Gaza Strip around Atatra and Beit Lahia on
January 14. The IDF 401st Brigade (assigned to the 162nd Division) destroyed rocket launch sites near Atatra on
January 14[4] Commercially available satellite imagery captured on January 14 showed flattened terrain northwest of Beit
Lahia, indicating that Israeli armor and bulldozers operated in the area.
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the

Gaza Strip as of January 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete
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Israeli Announced Evacuation Zones in the

Gaza Strip as of January 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area.” Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reiterated on January 14 that Israel will continue its fight

against Hamas until the IDF achieves a 3FRP S O NWHW R U \Nétany@hu said that he told US Secretary of State

Antony Blinken that the Israel -+DPDV :DU LV DOVR WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHVYT ZDU EHFDXVH ,VI
IHWDQ\DKXTV VWDWHG ZDU DLPV DUH GHVWUR\LQJy folz® beycuiny the IskéeN hbstayesQ J EF

DQG SGHUDGLFDOL]LQJ 3DOHVWLQLDQ VRFLHW\ ~’

+ D P D \afffQassem Brigades and Palestinian Islamic -L KD Gl ®uds Brigades each conducted one rocket

attack targeting southern Israel on January 14.[6]

Indirect Fire Attacks into Israel from
Gaza as of January 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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West Bank
Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
x Draw IDF assets and resources toward the West Bank and fix them there

Palestinian fighters targeted Israeli forces in five locations across the West Bank on January 14.[7] The al
ADVVHP %ULJDGHVY -HQLQ %DWWDOLRQ DQG WKH -HQLQ %DWWDOLRQ RI WKH |
IED attacks targeting Israeli forces in Jenin. [8]

Clashes in the West Bank

as of January 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashesand demonstrations in the West Bank.
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
x Draw IDF assets and resources toward northern Israel and fix them there
X Set conditions for successive campaigns into northern Israel

Iranian -backed militias, including Lebanese Hezbollah (LH), conducted nine attacks from southern
Lebanon into northern Israel on January 14.[9] LH fighters killed an Israeli civilian and a member of the local
security forces in Kfar Yuval.[10] Islamic Azz Brigades fighters, which may be front for LH, infiltrated into northern Israel
under the cover of dense fog and clashed with Israeli forces at close rangg¢ll] Five IDF soldiers were injured in the clashes
and three infiltrating fighters were killed. [12]

Attacks into Northern Israel from

Lebanon as of January 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Iran and Axis of Resistance
Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
x Demonstrate the capability and willingness of Iran and the Axis of Resistance to escalate against the United
States and Israel on multiple fronts
X  Set conditions to fight a regional war on multiple fronts

The Islamic Resistance in lIraq 2 a coalition of Iranian -backed Iragi militias 2 claimed two attacks on US
forces in northwestern  Syria on January 13.[13] The group fired rockets at Rumaylan Landing Zone in Hasakah

Province and launched drones at al Omar oil field in Deir ez Zor Province.

Attacks against US Bases in the Middle East
as of January 14, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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[1] https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1746414022159638916

[2] https://x.com/idfonline/status/17464140401951789597s=20

[3] https://x.com/ytirawi/status/1746561287734149594?s=20 ; https://t.me/QudsN/357186

[4] https://x.com/idfonline/status/17464140309635320317s=20

[5] https://www.timesofisrael dot com/on -eve-of-100-days-of-war-pm-pledges-complete-victory -dismisses-genocide-
claims/

[6] https://t.me/gassamlbrigades/1328 ; https://t.me/sarayaps/17208

[7] https://it.me/kataebagsapalestine/2790

; https://t.me/QudsN/357622 ; https://t.me/C_Military1/44011 ; https://t.me/kataipshohdaaalagsa/943 _;
https://t.me/kataebagsapalestine/2793

[8] https://t.me/kataipshohdaaalagsa/943 ; https://t.me/jeningassamm/3793 _; https://t. me/kataebagsapalestine/2793
https://t. me/kataipshohdaaalagsa/956 _; https://t.me/jeningassamm/3798 _; https://t.me/QudsN/357613 ; https://t.me/
QudsN/357594

[9] https://t.me/C_Military1/44024 _; https://t.me/C_Military1/44022 _; https://t.me/C_Military1/44014 _; https://t.me/
C_Military1/44012 ; https://twitter.com/idfonline/status/1746505758953427156 _; https://t.me/C_Military1/44005 _; htt
ps://t.me/C_Military1/44003  ; https://t.me/C_Military1/44009 ; https://t.me/C_Military1/43997 ; https://t.me/C_Mili
tary1/43982 ; https://www.idf dot il/172853

[10] https://www dot timesofisrael.com/elderly -woman-and-her-son-killed -at-home-in-hezbollah-anti-tank-missile-
attack/

[11] https://twitter.com/JoeTruzman/status/1746544722443919561 ; https://www.timesofisrael dot com/troops  -kill -
four-man-terror -cell-infiltrating -from -lebanon-idf/

[12] https:/iwww.idf dot /172853

[13] https://t.me/elamharbi/225 ; https://t.me/elamharbi/224
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,UDQLERQFNHG ,UDTL DFWRUV DUH WU\LQJ WR LQVWDOO WKHLU SU
SDUOLDPHQW VSHDNHU DV SDUW RI WKHLU RQJRLQJ FDPSDLJQ WI
,UDTL SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV YRWHG IRU D QHZ VSHDNHU RQ -DQXLC
UHTXBUBBUOLDPHQW KDV KDG DQ DFWLQJ VSHDNHU VLQFH WKH )}
ORKDPPDG DO +DOERXVL LG @KKHHIFREHWRZLQJ FDQGLGDWHYV ZRQ Wi
YRWHYV

x 1DWLRQDO 3URJUHVYVY $OOLDQFH KHDGHG E\ 6RRDPPIOQGDD®O +LC

.DULP  RXW RI YRWHV
x 6RYHUHLJQW\ $OOLDQFH KHDGHG E\ .EDOHY DO .,NNQRAKDWRFD
YRWHV
x $]P $OOLDQFH KHDGHG E\ 0XWKDQQDDEK® RHDP DOUDRV KDMGR G
RXW RI  SY@WHYV

7KH 6KLD &RRUGLQDWDRQRRNDH FRRON WELIRFN RG , WIDJ LDSROLLW L FD O
PDQHXYHULQJ WR SUHYHQW .DULP IURP EHEFR FEIDFN BB WD 6 B QW D\
PHPEHU DQG ,UDTL 3RSXODU ORELOL]DWLRRXMWHIFHY .BODPBELSBRBV
$OOLDQFH PHPEHU )DOHK DO .KD]DOL ILOHG D ODZVXLW WR WKH |
LQYDOLGDWH .DULPfV FDQGLGDS\@R YHSJIDWO UB BH & WHQSWHDW HYUH V

RI ,UD@DFMHG ,UDTL PLOLWLD $VDLE $KO DO +DTJV $$+ SROLWL
EH UHIHUUHG WR WKH $FFRXQWDELOLW\ DQG -XVWLFH &RPPLVVLF
+RVVHLQPHUBEH $FFRXQWDELOLW\ DQG -XVWLFH &RPPLVVLRQ ZC
SWKH UHWXUQ RI WKH %DDWKYJV LGH®RORI\3SRZH WLRUVSWHIF\WRRBY
6XGDQL SURPLVHG 6XQQL SROLWLFLDQV LQ 2FWREHU WKDW K
FDPH WR SRZHU EHFDXVH 6XQQL SROLWLFLDQV KDG DFFXVHG 6KL
VLGHOLQH WKHRFUBRPPD®KEJ,UDTL ,QGHSHQGHQW +LJK (OHFWRUD
SUHYHQWHG IRUPHU 1LQHZD *RYHUQRU 1DMP DO -XERXUL IURP U)
GXH WR FRUUXSWLRQ FKDUJHV EURXJKW XS DJDLQVW KLP E\@VKH

7KH 6KLD & RRUGLQDWLRQ )UDPHZRUN OLNHO\ YLHZV EORFNLQJ .C
FRQWUROOHG RXWOHW $0 $KDG LQWHUYLHZHG D 3SROLWLFDO DQ
RI .DULP DV SDUOLDPHQW VSHDNHH[IRXBG LPSHEH IBIRR QBB BMR G
,UDTL RXWOHW UHSRUWHG RQ -DQXDU\ WKDW IRUPHU 3ULPH OL«
*HQHUDO 4DLV DO .KD]DOL ZDQW ODVKKDGD @L @MROE N E RBPQGS.XIDPD.
UHJDUG ODVKKDGDQL DV PRUH DPHQDEOH WR SXUVXLQJ WKH H[S>
JUDQEDENHG %DGU 2UJDQL]DWLRQ DQQRXQFHG RQ -DQXDU\ WK
UHTXLUHV WKH UHPRYDO RI 86 &RBFHDVURPV,HG TZDAKPFHOD QW WR L
RQ 6XGDQL WR IDFLOLWDWH D 86 H[LW

7KH 6KLD & RRUGLQDWLRQ )UDPHZRUN DOVR DSSHDUV WR EH PDQ|
,UDTL 3DUOLDPHQW 8QVSHFLILHG PHPEHUV RI WKH 6KLD &RRUGL
LQWHULP 3DUOLDPHQW 6SHDNHU ORKVH®WR ©0QP QW D WKH. SOQ OD.Q K
SRZHUV@V LV XQFOHDU H[DFWO\ ZKDW WKHVH SURSRVHG OLPLWD\
WKH 6KLD & RRUGLQDWLRQ JUDPHZRUN ,UD TVKDW D@®J L\Q MRAHPBD OL @ +
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SDUOLDPHQW VSHDNHU LV DOZD\V 6XQQL WKH SULPH PLQLVWHU
XUGBVK@DQED@GNHG DFWRUV DOUHDG\ FRQWURO ODUJH SDUWYV F
OHJLVODWLYH EUDQFKHV>D @GO XMWHRXQULWK N HDXWKRIWLWLHY RI WKH
IXUWKHU IDFLOLWDWH ,UDQLDQ HQFURDFKPHQW LQWR ,UDT

*D]D 6WULS
$[LV RI 5HVLVWDQFH FDPSDLJQ REMHFWLYHV

x (URGMKH ZLOO RI WKH ,VUDHOL SROLWLFDO HVWDEOLVKPHQW
JURXQG RSHUDWLRQ LQWR WKH *D]D 6WULS

x 'HIJUDGH ,') PDWHULDO DQG PRUDOH DURXQG WKH *D]D 6WULS

,VUDHOL IRUFHV KDYH FRQWLQXHG WDUJHWLQJ WKH UHPDLQLQJ :
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH LQ WKH QRUMHK HUWDHXDHIWQYS JRUFHV ,') UH
-DQXDU\ WKDW LW DFWLYDWHG LWV MRLQW VSHFLDO RSHUDWLTF
BWWLSBKH XQLW XVHV DGYDQFHG GURQHV DQG D FRPELQDWLRQ R
WDUJHWY DQG GLUHFW ILUH ,W WDW & KB\RW UWLHR® G RREY ¥ URY CD/DLVRL
ZDUHKRXVHV DQG NLOOHG +DPDV ILGKIH DV U YWWADLHNGL WRWBHW IGQ.
ILJKWHUV LQ WKH QRUWKHUQ *D]® 6WULS RQ -DQXDU\

SDOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDY LQFOXGLQJ +DPDVY DO 4DVVHP %ULJDC
6WULS DQG PDLQWDLQ D SUHVHQFH WKHUH KRZHYHU 7KH PLOLW
ILEHUDWLRQ RI 3DOHVWLQH ")/3 WKH\YD®WQBOQPHG5HMLYWWOQ FN
DURXQG *D]D &LW\ RQ -DQXDBRUWDE&EZHD-DQDURDQVWHP PRUWDUV D
XQVSHFLILHG>H [BKOHR WLYOHWDU\ ZLQJ RI WKH 3DOHVWLQLDQ ,VODPI
%ULIJDGHYV ILUHG URFNHWYV DW ,VUDHOL SRWWLRQV LQ WKH QRU

7KH ,') DOQQRXQFHG RQ -DQXDU\ WKDW LW ZLWKGUHZ WKH WK
*RYHUQRUDWH RI WKH *D\DUBOWOLSPHG@D EHIJDQ UHSRUWLQJ LQ 'H
') ZRXO0G WUDQVLWLRQ WR D WKLUG SKDVH RI RSHUDWLRQV WKD
QRUWKHUQ *D]D 6WULS DQG WUDQVI@UREDQ JIJPW & L\l DUH $IRWHVGH GDW
GHFLGH ZKHUH WKH WK 'LYLVLRQ ZLOO GHSOR\ @KWH UNK SIHYULLRA
ZKLFK LQFOXGHV WKH *RODQL ,QIDQWU\ %ULJDGH DQG WK $UPF
QHLJKERUKRRGV RI *D]D &LW\ DQG WKH FHQW®@RB *MB dWUYBR® U
QRUPDOO\ DVVLJQHG WR WKH ,') IRUWKHUQ &RPPDQG ZKLFK RYH
ZLWKGUDZDO IROORZV WKH ,")IV FRQILUPDWLRQ RQ 'HFHPEHU \
QRUWKHUQ *D]M@KWHH S') GLYLVLRQV UHPDLQ LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS

&73,6: ZDUQHG RQ -DQXDU\ WKDW WKH WKLUG SKDVH RI ,VUDHOL
GHVFULEHG ZLOO YHU\ OLNHO\ HQDEOH + DP D@ WIRHOH FIRQ VW Y/ WD\
GHJUDGHG VHYHUDO +DPDV XQLWYV LQ WKH *D]D 6WULS %XW +DP.
GHVWUR\HG DW WKLV WLPH 3DOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDV FRQWLQXH
WDUJHWHG ,VUDHOL IRVEIHDHOXDVHIRMUBREHB WKH ORFDO +DPDV
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Israel Defense Forces Order of Battle in the
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correspondents who have travelled with the IDF into Gaza. We do not use information that has not been released by the IDF in these
maps. The unit locations on this map are notional, and the map does not attempt to depict any unit’s precise location.
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7KH ,') WK 3DUDWURRSHUV %ULJDGH &RPEDW 7HD'RYDVIVRQQHG
FRQWLQXHG WR FRQGXFW FOHDULQJ RSHUDWLRQV LQ 1XVHLUDW
*D]D 6WULS RQ -DQXDWUDHKOI@ RUFHY ORFDWHG IDFLOLWLHV IRU
URENHWV 7KH ,') DOVR ORFDWHG HLJKW +DPDV ILJKWHUV KLGLQ.
VWRUDJH IDFLOLW\ 7KH DO 4DVVHP %ULJDGH V>P RAKW DILHAGL RVQUIDCH |
5HVLVWDQFH %ULJDGSHVRISHGIGH URHQWEH 53* DW DQ DGYDQFLC
RI 1IXVHLUDW DQG PRUWDUHG ,VUDHOL DUPRU DQG GLVPRXQWHG
6WUWLS@

7KH ,') WK 'LYLVLRQ FRQWLQXHG FOHDULQJ RSHUDWLRQV LQ WK
-DQXDU\7KH WK $UPRUHG %ULJDGH UDLGHG D +DPDV RSHUDWLRC
VPDOO DUPV JUHQDGHV 53*V DQG GLYLQJ HTXLSPHGQ@WJEWOIRYJIR
WKH WK 'LYLVLRQ GLUHFWHG DQ DLUVWULNH RQ WZR +DPDV RSt
.KDQ <RX%XQIGVUDHOL IRUFHV DOVR GHVWUR\HG WZR ZHDSRQV GHSI
EXLOGLQJV LQ .KD@RXRXIMLOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDY FODLPHG WR DV
PRUWDUV VPDOO BHPVRRDQG®YWHOOV RQ -DQXDU\ ZKLFK LV F
,VUDHOL IRUFHV KDYH ORFDWHG GXULQJ FOHDULQJ@RSHUDWLRQV

,VUDHOL 'HIHQVH OLQLVWHU <RDY *DOODQW VDLG RQ -DQXDU\ V
%ULJDGH LV JUDGXDOO\ GLVLQWHJUDWLQYDDVY DQWIREGEGE \RK B W
SLQWHQVLYH SKDVH” LQ WKH VRXWKHUQ *D]D 6WULS ZLOO HQG VF
+DPDV OHDGHUYK@E HVEB WD VVHP %ULJDGHY FODLPHG ILYH DWWD
LQ .KDQ <RX@DPDV DQG RWKHU 3DOHVWLQLDQ PLOLWLDV DUH FR«
.KDQ <RXQLV FRQGXFWLQJ GDLO\ DWWDFNV RQ ,VUDHOL DUPRU [

> @

&XUUHQW DQG IRUPHU ,VUDHOL DQG (J\S:\OBDQ 6/ ULHH\ MRAIRD® W
,VUDHO LQIRUPHG (J\SW WKDW LW LV SODQQLQJ D PLOLWDYD RSH
BWULS ERUGHRKH>,"@QUHIHUV NP RKHWHU VWUHWFK Rl ODQG EHWZ}
BWULS DV WKH 33KLODG @®&BKRS&RWDWIGRUZRX0OG LQYROYH UHSODF
DXWKRULWLHV ZLWK:D\OUD BW U RREQMNREREWB G WKDW WKH WLPLQJ R
ZLOO GHSHQG RQ QHJRWLDWLRQV ZLWK (J\SW UHJDUGLQJ ,VUDHC
FHDVHIL@HUDHOL 3ULPH OLQLVWHU %HQMDPLQ 1HWDQ\DKX KDV VI
DUHD WR EORFN +DPDV IURP VPXJJOLQJI>ZH®GRSHFLQAWE YWKSWIDDQ
WROG 5HXWHUV RQ -DQXDU\ WKDW (J\SW UHMHEFWHG DQ ,VUDHO|
EXIIHU JRQH RQ*DVKOH6MW \BLVB>E KU G H U

-
—_—
-
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