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The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The updates focus on US
and Israeli strikes on Iran and Iran and the Axis of Resistance’s response to the strikes. The updates
cover events from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will no longer publish morning updates covering the war with Iran. ISW-CTP will instead
publish threads on its social media channels in the morning that cover the latest developments in the war
and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1. The Washington Post reported on March 29 that the combined force has struck four key Iranian
ballistic missile production facilities and 29 missile launch bases since the start of the war. ISW-CTP
has similarly recorded strikes on over 20 missile bases during the war.

2. Senior Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) officials continue to dismiss Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian’s concerns about Iran’s economic conditions amid Iran’s war with the United
States and Israel. Anti-regime media reported on March 28 that there is a deepening rift between
Pezeshkian and IRGC Commander Brigadier General Ahmad Vahidi over the regime’s actions during
the war and the war’s mounting economic and social costs, citing unspecified informed sources.

3. The Iranian regime appears to be appealing to nationalist sentiments to recruit members of the
Iranian population to help the regime maintain internal security. The Wall Street Journal reported
on March 29 that Iran has launched a recruitment campaign called “Janfada,” or “Sacrificing Life,”
to recruit volunteers to fight US forces in the event of a US ground operation in Iran, citing a text
message sent to Iranian mobile users.

4. Russia continues to help Iran conduct attacks across the Middle East. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said that Russia is providing Iran with satellite imagery of US military assets in
the region. Zelensky said that Russia took satellite imagery of the US-UK base in Diego Garcia on
March 24 as well as the Incirlik Airbase in Turkey, Al Udeid Airbase in Qatar, and the Shaybah oil
and gas field in Saudi Arabia on March 26. Russian efforts to take images of these sites indicate
that Russia is helping Iran attack not only US assets but also Turkish and British assets. Iran has
attacked all of these sites since the war began.
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Toplines

The Washington Post reported on March 29 that the combined force has struck four key
Iranian ballistic missile production facilities and 29 missile launch bases since the start of the
war.[1] ISW-CTP has similarly recorded strikes on over 20 missile bases during the war.[2]
The Washington Post assessed that combined force airstrikes have caused “severe damage” to the
Khojir, Shahroud, Parchin, and Hakimiyeh missile production facilities.[3] Four experts told the
Washington Post that the damage to these facilities has “most likely halted Iran’s ability to produce
short-range and medium-range ballistic missiles until [the] facilities can be rebuilt.”[4] The combined
force has inflicted the following specific damage to the Khojir, Shahroud, Parchin, and Hakimiyeh sites:

¢ Khojir Military Complex (Tehran Province): ThelWashington Post, citing satellite imagery from
March 24, reported that the combined force has destroyed at least 88 structures at the Khojir
Military Complex.[5] ISW-CTP observed reports of strikes on the Khojir Military Complex on March
3.[6] The Khojir complex is a research, development, and manufacturing facility for solid- and
liquid-fuel missiles. An analyst at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies assessed on
March 6 that the combined force had struck mixing and casting buildings at the Khojir complex.[7]
The IDF also confirmed on March 29 that it struck a facility at Khojir that produced unspecified
“critical components” for the “assembly and operationalization” of missiles.[8] The IDF noted that
the facility was only one of two facilities in Iran that produced such components.[9]

e Shahroud Military Complex (Semnan Province): The Washington Post, citing satellite imagery,
reported that the combined force has damaged or destroyed at least 28 structures at the Shahroud
Military Complex.[10] The combined force has struck the Shahroud Military Complex multiple times
during the war.[11] An analyst at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies identified on
March 7 that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) had damaged a mixing building, casting building, and
“warhead production line” at the facility.[12] The IDF struck buildings at the Shahroud Military
Facility during the June 2025 Israel-Iran War that had previously housed planetary mixers.[13]
Planetary mixers are essential for producing ballistic missile solid fuel. The IDF previously
destroyed 12 Iranian planetary mixers, likely including mixers at Shahroud, during its October 2024
strikes on Iran.[14] Satellite imagery published by the Associated Press in September 2025 showed
that Iran had started repairing damaged mixer buildings at Shahroud.[15] An Israeli analyst
separately published satellite imagery on March 19 that shows that the combined force struck a
launch pad at the Shahroud Military Complex between March 11 and 19.[16]

e Parchin Military Complex (Tehran Province): The Washington Post, citing satellite imagery
from March 12, reported that the combined force has struck 12 structures at the Parchin Military
Complex.[17] ISW-CTP has observed numerous reports of strikes on the Parchin Military Complex,
including on March 3, March 7, March 12, March 26, and March 28.[18] The Institute for Science
and International Security assessed on March 6 that combined force airstrikes caused “significant
damage” to solid rocket propellant motor production facilities at Parchin.[19] The combined force
also struck the Taleghan 2 site at Parchin on March 12.[20] The Iranian regime previously used the
Taleghan 2 facility to test explosives that are needed to detonate a nuclear device before the
regime suspended its nuclear weapons program in 2003.[21]

* Hakimiyeh Military Complex (Tehran Province): The Washington Post, citing satellite imagery
from March 14, reported that the combined force has struck 19 structures at the Hakimiyeh Military
Complex.[22] The Washington Post noted that the Hakimiyeh Military Complex contains facilities
that produce liquid propellant and missile launchers.[23] The IDF issued an evacuation warning for
the Hakimiyeh Industrial Zone in northwestern Tehran on March 3.[24]

The Washington Post also reported that the combined force has struck at least 29 missile launch bases
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thus far.[25] The Washington Post highlighted damage to the following two bases:

* Khorgu Missile Base (Hormozgan Province): The Washington Post, citing satellite imagery
from March 9, reported that the combined force has destroyed 15 facilities and struck two tunnel
entrances at the Khorgu Missile Base.[26] The Washington Post assessed that the combined force
has struck this base at least twice during the war. Two OSINT accounts previously published
satellite imagery from March 18 that showed damage to multiple munition bunkers and multiple
support buildings at the Khorgu Missile Base.[27]

e Imam Ali Missile Base (Lorestan Province): An imagery analyst at the security intelligence firm
Janes told the Washington Post that the combined force has struck nine aboveground structures
and at least two tunnel entrances at the Imam Ali Missile Base.[28] The combined force has struck
the Imam Ali Missile Base several times during the war, including with bunker buster munitions.[29]
The Imam Ali Missile Base is home to the IRGC Aerospace Force al Hadid 7th Missile Brigade and al
Tawhid 23rd Missile Brigade.[30] The base reportedly stores Shahab-3 ballistic missiles, which have
a range of between 800 and 1,300 kilometers.[31] OSINT accounts circulated footage on March 27
of a funeral for an IRGC Aerospace Force commander who reportedly died in combined force
airstrikes targeting the Imam Ali Missile Base.[32]

Senior Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) officials continue to dismiss Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian’s concerns about Iran’s economic conditions amid Iran’s war
with the United States and Israel. Anti-regime media reported on March 28 that there is a deepening
rift between Pezeshkian and IRGC Commander Brigadier General Ahmad Vahidi over the regime’s actions
during the war and the war’s mounting economic and social costs, citing unspecified informed
sources.[33] Pezeshkian reportedly warned that the IRGC's attacks on regional countries are
exacerbating economic damage, cautioning that Iran’s economy could collapse within three to four
weeks if Iran does not reach a ceasefire with the United States and Israel.[34] This report is consistent
with a March 16 report that Pezeshkian voiced concerns over the war’s impact on the Iranian economy
but that an IRGC official dismissed Pezeshkian’s concerns.[35] Pezeshkian has also reportedly demanded
“the restoration of executive and managerial authorities” to the government, but Vahidi has rejected this
demand, according to the March 28 anti-regime media report.[36] The regime’s poor management of the
economy, which includes rampant corruption and IRGC control over broad swaths of the economy, has
long hurt the Iranian economy and recently triggered the December 2025-January 2026 anti-regime
protests.[37] The current conflict will likely further deteriorate Iran’s economic conditions.[38] The
combined force conducted airstrikes on several Iranian steel factories on March 27 and 28, which an
Israeli military correspondent assessed are “expected to cause major damage” to the Iranian
economy.[39] The conflict and regime-imposed internet shutdown have also had negative consequences
for the private sector.[40] A restaurant owner in Tehran told a BBC Persian reporter on March 28 that
“many businesses are completely shut down now.”[41] The restaurant owner added that they think they
can only keep their business open “for one month maximum.”[42] The regime continues to promote the
concept of a “resistance economy” without implementing tangible reforms in an attempt to reassure the
Iranian population.[43] The regime’s emphasis on the “resistance economy” is disconnected from the
reality that the Iranian population faces, however.

The Iranian regime appears to be appealing to nationalist sentiments to recruit members of
the Iranian population to help the regime maintain internal security.[44] The Wall Street Journal
reported on March 29 that Iran has launched a recruitment campaign called “Janfada,” or “Sacrificing
Life,” to recruit volunteers to fight US forces in the event of a US ground operation in Iran, citing a text
message sent to Iranian mobile users.[45] The name of this campaign suggests that the regime seeks to
appeal to nationalist sentiments by calling on Iranians to sacrifice their lives for Iran. The name of the
campaign notably echoes a popular Iranian protest slogan, although it is unclear whether the regime
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intentionally mirrored the language of this slogan.[46] The Wall Street Journal report separately noted
that security forces set up checkpoints in Esfahan City and surrounding towns on March 28.[47]

Russia continues to help Iran conduct attacks across the Middle East. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said that Russia is providing Iran with satellite imagery of US military assets in the
region.[48] Zelensky told NBC News that Russian satellites captured images of Prince Sultan Airbase near
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on March 20, 23, and 25.[49] Iran struck the base on March 27, injuring several US
service members and damaging aircraft.[50] Zelensky’s statement follows reports that Russia has
supplied Iran with satellite imagery and Shahed drones since the war began.[51] Zelensky also said that
Russia took satellite imagery of the US-UK base in Diego Garcia on March 24 as well as the Incirlik
Airbase in Turkey, Al Udeid Airbase in Qatar, and the Shaybah oil and gas field in Saudi Arabia on March
26.[52] Russian efforts to take images of these sites indicate that Russia is helping Iran attack not only
US assets but also Turkish and British assets. Iran has attacked all of these sites since the war
began.[53]Iran continues to coerce vessels to comply with its new rules for transiting the
Strait of Hormuz. Pakistani Foreign Affairs Minister Ishaq Dar stated on March 28 that Iran agreed to
allow 20 additional Pakistani ships to pass through the strait.[54] He stated that two ships will transit the
strait each day. Iran has allowed some Pakistani oil tankers and other vessels to pass safely through an
Iranian-approved route around Larak Island.[55] Iran has required some vessels to pay a transit fee.[56]
An OSINT analyst assessed on March 28 that IRGC Navy fast attack craft are patrolling the area between
Larak Island and Qeshm Island in the Persian Gulf and are likely serving as “toll collectors.”[57]

US and Israeli Air Campaign

The combined force continued to strike Iranian defense industrial sites. The IDF stated on March
29 that it struck several missile and drone production sites in Tehran.[58] The IDF struck an Iranian
Defense Ministry missile engine production site, a drone engine production site, and an air defense
system storage and production site.[59] An IDF spokesperson stated on March 29 that the IDF is “days
away” from striking all of the IDF’s “top priority” defense industrial targets in Iran.[60]

The combined force struck a bulldozer attempting to clear debris at a missile base in Dezful,
Khuzestan Province, on March 28.[61] The combined force previously struck the Dezful Missile Base
on March 2.[62] Iran is using heavy equipment to try to clear rubble from tunnel entrances that have
collapsed due to combined force airstrikes.[63] The combined force has targeted tunnel entrances at
underground missile facilities to prevent Iranian forces from being able to access missile launchers in
these facilities. CNN analyzed 107 Iranian tunnel entrances on March 21 and found that the combined
force had struck 77 percent of the tunnel entrances.[64]

The combined force continued to strike Iranian internal security sites. OSINT accounts reported
on March 29 that the combined force struck the IRGC Ground Forces 18th Al Ghadir Independent Brigade
base in Yazd City, Yazd Province.[65] The Al Ghadir Brigade operates under the Seyyed ol Shohada
Operational Base, which oversees IRGC Ground Forces units in Yazd, Esfahan, and Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari provinces.[66] The combined force struck the Seyyed ol Shohada Operational Base on March
8.[67]

Anti-regime media reported on March 29 that the combined force struck the “Amir ol Momenin
headquarters” in Esfahan City, Esfahan Province.[68] This report may be referring to the Amir ol Momenin
University of Military Sciences and Technologies, which the IRGC founded in 2006.[69]

The combined force struck a building that housed Qatari media outlet Al Araby’s office in
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Tehran on March 29.[70] It is unclear what the intended target of the strike was. Al Araby stated that
the building houses administrative offices.[71]

Several neighborhoods in Karaj, Alborz Province, and Tehran City experienced power outages
on March 29.[72] Anti-regime media, citing Iranian media, reported that strikes targeted a power
transmission network at the Parchin Military Complex east of Tehran, causing power outages in districts
4,7,11, 13, and 14 in eastern Tehran City.[73] OSINT accounts posted footage of airstrikes near
Parchin.[74] The combined force has repeatedly struck the Parchin Military Complex since the war began
(see topline section).

There are also reports of power outages in Karaj, Alborz Province.[75] An OSINT account reported that
airstrikes targeted an IRGC base in the Azimiyeh neighborhood in Karaj that is located near a power
distribution post.[76]

US and Israeli Strikes in Iran
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The combined force has continued to kill senior Iranian officials. Anti-regime media, citing Iranian
media, reported that airstrikes killed the head of research at the Organization of Defensive Innovation
and Research (SPND), Ali Fuladvand, in Borujerd, Lorestan Province, on March 28.[77] The SPND played a
leading role in Iran’s nuclear weapons research program before 2003.[78] The US State Department
sanctioned Fuladvand in October 2025 for directing SPND efforts to acquire dual-use technologies that
could be used for nuclear weapons development.[79] The IDF reportedly targeted Fuladvand in an
airstrike during the 12-Day War in June 2025, but Fuladvand survived the attack, according to anti-regime
media.[80]

Iranian Response

Iran has launched seven missile barrages at Israel since ISW-CTP's last data cutoff.[81] Many
of these attacks were concentrated around Beersheba in southern Israel. Israeli media reported over 20
missile impacts around Beersheba.[82] Several Israeli military bases are located near Beersheba.[83] An
Iranian ballistic missile struck an open area dozens of meters from homes in Beersheba, injuring 11
people.[84] Either another Iranian missile or debris from an intercepted missile struck Israeli-Chinese
agrochemicals firm ADAMA'’s Makhteshim plant in Ne'ot Hovav Industrial town, which is about 13
kilometers from Beersheba, causing a fire that destroyed one building at the plant.[85] Israeli authorities
warned people not to enter an 800-meter radius around the plant because the plant houses chemical and
industrial facilities.[86] IRGC Aerospace Commander Majid Mousavi stated on March 29 that Iran attacked
the chemical plant, among other industrial targets, in retaliation for combined force attacks targeting
Iranian industrial sites.[87] An OSINT account separately posted footage of smoke rising near the Turner
Stadium in Beersheba following an Iranian missile attack on March 29.[88] A BBC Persian journalist
geolocated footage of an explosion in front of a bicycle shop on the Menakhem Begin Highway in Tel Aviv
on March 29.[89] It remains unclear whether a missile or debris from a missile interception caused the
explosion. Israeli Army Radio separately reported that a cluster munition damaged a home in Savyon in
central Israel on March 28.[90]

Iran has responded to combined force airstrikes against Iranian steel factories by targeting
aluminum facilities in the Gulf.[91] Iranian drone and missile strikes targeted Emirates Global
Aluminum in the UAE and the Alba Aluminum Factory (ALBA) in Bahrain, which are both critical nodes for
the regional and global aluminum supply.[92] The Emirates Global Aluminum CEO stated that this
company'’s facility sustained significant damage.[93] ALBA confirmed that two people were lightly injured
and that damage assessments are underway following the attack on its facility.[94] Iran’s targeting of
industrial facilities in the Gulf is part of Iran’s ongoing effort to try to impose economic costs on the Gulf
states to coerce them to pressure the United States and Israel to halt their campaign against Iran.lran
continues to conduct drone and missile attacks against the Gulf states. The United Arab
Emirates (UAE) intercepted 16 ballistic missiles and 42 drones on March 29.[95]Kuwait’s Ministry of
Defense reported that it detected 14 missiles and 12 drones in the past 24 hours, bringing the total
number of munitions launched at Kuwait during the war to 307 ballistic missiles, 2 cruise missiles, and
616 drones. Iranian strikes injured 10 Kuwaiti military personnel. The strikes also caused material
damage to warehouses belonging to a private logistics company.[96] The Saudi Defense Ministry
reported that it intercepted and destroyed 10 drones on March 29.[97] Bahrain has not reported any
Iranian drone or missile attacks since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff at 2:00 PM ET on March 28.
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates Between February 28, 2026 and March 29, 2026

@ Ballistic Missiles @ Cruise Missiles @ Drones
400
362
346 |
vy
i,
= 300
o
L
=]
1™
o
e
(=]
E 200
163
g 138 137
135 134
> 132 EE .
™
£ 100
™ 58
52 335 57
44 42 40
6
33 34 A 27 2 30 . 29 53 4 2 "
~
& \1\06“"0&(’*‘;\\0 & oaoaoaoav&aoaog@o\c‘m&@vavw&&@o
N O (s (s o (o3 0 ()
& AR N w‘\x\@‘\\\b\x\\!\\x\@\:\ O TR T R I!SNT
© 2026 Institute for the Study of War and AE!l’s Critical Threats Project, All rights reserved.
All data from the UAE Ministry of Defense. Crcr';':;i:;

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles and Drones Launched

at Kuwait Between February 28, 2026 and March 29, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles and Drones Launched

at Saudi Arabia Between March 1, 2026 and March 29, 2026
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Iranian Missiles and Drones Launched

at Bahrain Between February 28, 2026 and March 29, 2026
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The Qatari Defense Ministry announced on March 29 that it intercepted an unspecified number of Iranian
drones.[98] This marks the second Iranian attack on Qatar since US President Donald Trump warned on
Truth Social on March 18 that the United States would “massively blow up the entirety” of the South Pars
Gas Field if Iran attacked Qatar again.[99] Trump’s warning came after Iran struck Qatar’s Ras Laffan
Industrial City and damaged Qatari liquefied natural gas facilities on March 18.[100]The IRGC warned
on March 29 that it may target US- and Israeli-linked universities in the Middle East.[101] This
warning follows combined force airstrikes on Iranian universities and research facilities that have ties to
Iran’s missile and nuclear programs.[102]

Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbollah Response

Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 57 attacks targeting Israeli forces and positions in
northern Israel and southern Lebanon, as well as northern Israeli communities, between 2:00
PM ET on March 28 and 2:00 PM ET on March 29.[103] The majority of Hezbollah's claimed attacks
targeted IDF soldiers, vehicles, and positions in southern Lebanon.[104] Hezbollah claimed that it
ambushed IDF forces using two improvised explosive devices, drones, and “light and medium weapons”
in the Ghadmatha area near Ainata, Bint Jbeil District.[105] Hezbollah claimed that it directly engaged
and launched anti-tank guided missiles and drones at IDF forces advancing near the towns of al Biyyadah
and Chama, both in the Tyre District.[106] Hezbollah also continued to launch rockets and drones
targeting Israeli communities in northern Israel, including Hanita, Shtula, and Nahariya, which all received
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Red Alert warnings around the time of the Hezbollah attacks.[107]

Hezbollah Attacks in Israel and Lebanon

Between March 28, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and March 29, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting Israeli Forces and Positions in

Israel Between March 1 and March 28, 2026
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The IDF has continued to strike Hezbollah sites throughout Lebanon. The IDF struck a Hezbollah
weapons storage facility, a rocket launch site, and other unspecified military buildings in Beirut, the
Bekaa Valley, and other areas of Lebanon overnight on March 28 and 29.[108] The IDF issued evacuation
warnings for multiple neighborhoods in Beirut’s southern suburbs, which are a Hezbollah
stronghold.[109] The IDF has repeatedly struck Hezbollah targets in Beirut’s southern suburbs since the
start of the conflict.[110]

The IDF continued to conduct ground operations in southern Lebanon on March 29. The IDF
reported on March 29 that 146th Reserve Division forces are continuing to advance into southern
Lebanon to expand the “security zone” along the Israel-Lebanon border.[111] A geospatial intelligence
analyst reported on March 24 that the 146th Division is advancing deeper into Naqoura, southwestern
Lebanon.[112] The 146th Division has destroyed over 200 Hezbollah targets.[113] The 146th Division has
also killed Hezbollah operatives and seized Hezbollah weapons stockpiles in southern Lebanon.[114] The
IDF separately said that the 84th (Givati) Brigade (162nd Armored Division) killed a Hezbollah operative
who tried to plant an improvised explosive device and fire mortar rounds at 84th Brigade soldiers. The
84th Brigade also seized a weapons cache that contained ATGMs, grenades, and explosives following the
unit’'s engagement with the Hezbollah operative.[115] The IDF Alpinist Unit, which operates under the
810th Mountain Infantry Brigade (210th Territorial Division), conducted a reconnaissance and intelligence
gathering mission to identify Hezbollah infrastructure along the Israel-Lebanon border between the
Syrian-controlled section of Mount Hermon and Mount Dov in southern Lebanon.[116]

The IDF announced on March 29 that a Hezbollah rocket attack killed one IDF soldier and
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“moderately” injured three other soldiers in southern Lebanon between March 28 and
29.[117] The IDF reported that the killed IDF soldier was a member of the 890th Battalion, 35th
Paratroopers Brigade (98th Paratrooper Division (Res.)).[118] The 98th Division is the most recent
division to deploy to southern Lebanon.[119] The IDF has deployed six divisions to southern Lebanon as
part of its effort to create a “security zone.”[120]

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu tasked the IDF with expanding the Israeli
“security zone” in southern Lebanon on March 29. Israeli operations in Lebanon could last for
“at least several months and possibly years,” according to Israeli media.[121] Netanyahu met
with Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz, IDF Chief of Staff Eyal Zamir, and IDF Northern Command
commanders at the IDF Northern Command on March 29.[122] Netanyahu announced that he instructed
the IDF to expand the “security zone” in Lebanon to eliminate the threat of Hezbollah cross-border
incursions and prevent Hezbollah from targeting northern Israeli communities with anti-tank guided
missiles.[123] Netanyahu said that he discussed plans with IDF commanders to remove Hezbollah’s
“residual ability to launch rockets” at Israel, adding that the plans will “fundamentally change this
situation in the north.”[124] An Israeli security official told Israeli media on March 29 that the IDF will
continue to operate in Lebanon “for at least several months and possibly years.”[125] Israeli defense
officials also told Israeli media that the IDF does not plan to withdraw from Lebanese territory even if
Lebanon and Israel reach a ceasefire agreement.[126]

Iranian Ambassador to Lebanon Mohammad Reza Sheibani has reportedly refused to leave
Lebanon, despite the Lebanese government’s March 24 decision to withdraw Sheibani’s
accreditation and demand that Sheibani leave Lebanon. An unspecified diplomatic source told AFP
on March 29 that Sheibani has refused to leave Lebanon, reportedly due to Lebanese Parliament Speaker
Nabih Berri and Hezbollah’s insistence that Sheibani stay in Lebanon.[127] The Lebanese Foreign Ministry
withdrew Sheibani’s accreditation and declared him persona non grata on March 24.[128] The Lebanese
government had given Sheibani until March 29 to leave Lebanon.[129]Syrian authorities seized and
closed three Hezbollah smuggling tunnels near Hawsh al Sayyid Ali, Homs Province, on March
28 and 29, according to Syrian sources.[130]A Syrian source reported that Syrian Army units
discovered and closed a Hezbollah-linked smuggling tunnel between the Syria-Lebanon border near
Hawsh al Sayyid Ali, Homs Province, on March 28.[131] Syrian media reported on March 29 that Syrian
Army units discovered two additional Hezbollah smuggling tunnels in the same area.[132] Hezbollah has
historically operated smuggling routes into Lebanon using Hawsh al Sayyid Ali as a central hub.[133]

Other Axis of Resistance Response

Unspecified actors conducted a drone attack targeting the US Embassy in Baghdad on March
29. Two unspecified security officials told Saudi media that unspecified actors launched two drones
targeting the US Embassy in Baghdad.[134] The sources said that US air defenses shot down both
drones.[135] The US Embassy has not been attacked since March 17.[136] Iranian-backed Iragi militia
Kataib Hezbollah, which previously launched attacks against the US Embassy in Baghdad, announced on
March 27 that the group would extend its temporary and conditional suspension of attacks on the US
Embassy in Baghdad for an additional five days.[137]

Likely Iranian-backed Iraqi militias conducted multiple one-way drone attacks targeting
Baghdad International Airport on March 28 and 29.[138] Twolraqi security sources told Iragi media
on March 28 that two drones attempted to approach the diplomatic support quarters at Baghdad
International Airport on March 28 and that another drone targeted the airport on March 29.[139] Air
defenses shot down all three drones.[140] The drones caused no damage or casualties.[141] Iranian-
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backed Iraqgi militias have repeatedly claimed attacks targeting the former US Victory Base located near
the airport since the start of the war.[142]

Unspecified actors conducted a drone attack targeting the Baiji Oil Refinery in Salah al Din
Province, Iraq, on March 28.[143] A security source told Iragi media on March 28 that unspecified
actors launched a drone that exploded near the Baiji Oil Refinery in Salah al Din Province.[144] The
attack did not cause any casualties.[145] The Baiji Oil Refinery is one of Iraq’s largest oil refineries.[146]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias and militia front groups continue to claim attacks against US
targets in Iraq and the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq, which is a coalition of Iranian-
backed Iraqgi militias, claimed on March 28 that it conducted 41 drone and rocket attacks against
“enemy” bases in Irag and the region.[147] Likely front group Jaysh al Ghadab separately claimed on
March 28 that it conducted an unspecified “air attack” targeting “enemy” sites in northern Iraq and
Bahrain with “appropriate weapons.”[148] Likely front group Saraya Awliya al Dam published footage on
March 29 claiming to show the group launching multiple drones targeting unspecified US targets in the
region.[149]

The US-Israeli combined force continued to strike Iranian-backed Iraqi militia targets to
prevent Iranian-backed militia attacks against US interests and Israel. A security source told
Iraqi media that three likely combined force strikes targeted two 14th Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF)
bases in Ninewa Province.[150] The strikes reportedly caused “limited material damage” and no
casualties.[151] The 14th PMF Brigade is controlled by Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada.[152] Another security
source reported that the combined force struck a PMF checkpoint in Tuz Khurmatu District, Salah al Din
Province.[153]

Syrian Deputy Defense Minister Sipan Hamo announced on March 28 that drones launched
from Iraqi territory targeted the Qasrak Military Base in Hasakah Province.[154] Hamo
reported that an unspecified actor launched four drones targeting the base but that the base’s air
defense systems shot down the drones and that there were no casualties.[155] The United States had
begun withdrawing forces from the Qasrak Base in late February 2026.[156] The US withdrawal process
was expected to take about one month, according to a Syrian military source in late February 2026.[157]
The United States later reinforced the position with at least one air defense system on March 11,
according to a Syrian source.[158] Syrian and Iraqgi sources reported on March 23 that Iragi militias
launched rockets from Rabia, Ninewa Province, targeting the former US Rumaylan Landing Zone Base in
Hasakah Province, Syria.[159]

ISW-CTP has not observed any Houthi attacks since its last data cutoff. The lack of attacks is
notable because the Houthis conducted a ballistic missile attack and a drone and cruise missile attack
targeting southern Israel on March 28.[160] These attacks marked the Houthis’ first involvement in the
war. ISW-CTP previously assessed that the Houthis may be pursuing a relatively cautious approach
designed to avoid an immediate escalation with the United States and Israel.[161]

Other Activity

Lorem
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Iran Update Special Report,

March 30, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Benjamin Schmida, Ria Reddy, Adham Fattah, Parker Hempel, Katherine Wells, Annika
Ganzeveld

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The updates focus on US
and Israeli strikes on Iran and Iran and the Axis of Resistance’s response to the strikes. The updates
cover events from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will no longer publish morning updates covering the war with Iran. ISW-CTP will instead
publish threads on its social media channels in the morning that cover the latest developments in the war
and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1. US President Donald Trump told the Financial Times on March 30 that the combined force has
struck 13,000 targets since the start of the war on February 28. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
stated on March 30 that it struck 170 targets over the past day.

2. The IDF stated on March 30 that it has destroyed more than 80 percent of Iran’s air defense
systems. The IDF continued to expand its air dominance over Iran by striking an air defense site in
Mazandaran Province in northern Iran.

3. The combined force continued to target defense industrial sites in Iran. Strikes on defense
industrial sites have likely degraded Iran’s ability to produce missiles and drones. An Israeli military
correspondent reported that the IDF has struck around 40 defense industrial sites in the past two
days.

4. White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt stated on March 30 that the United States has
destroyed 150 Iranian vessels, including 92 percent of Iran’s “largest vessels,” since the war
began.

5. The Turkish Defense Ministry announced on March 30 that NATO air defense systems intercepted
an Iranian ballistic missile that had entered Turkish airspace for the fourth time since the start of
the war.

6. Anti-regime media and a Kurdistan Democratic Party-affiliated journalist reported that Popular
Mobilization Forces (PMF) fighters have deployed to western Iran.

7. Iran targeted a water desalination plant in Kuwait on March 29 and killed one worker as part of its
ongoing drone and missile attack campaign against the Gulf countries.

8. Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 65 attacks targeting Israeli forces and communities in northern
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Israel and southern Lebanon between 2:00 PM ET on March 29 and 2:00 PM ET on March 30. Israeli
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said that Hezbollah has launched 5,000 missiles, rockets, and drones
from Lebanon targeting Israel since March 2.

9. The IDF said on March 29 that it intercepted two Houthi drones near Eilat, southern Israel, marking
the third time that the Houthis have attacked Israel since entering the conflict on March 28.

Toplines

The Turkish Defense Ministry announced on March 30 that NATO air defense systems
intercepted an Iranian ballistic missile over the eastern Mediterranean Sea that had entered
Turkish airspace.[1] This marks the fourth confirmed instance of an Iranian projectile
entering Turkish airspace since the war began.[2] Iran has not commented on the attack at the
time of this writing, but Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei denied on March 20 that Iran had conducted
previous attacks on Turkey, calling them an Israeli "false flag tactic.“[3] Iranian Defense Minister Majid
Ibn al Reza held a phone call with Turkish Defense Minister Yasar Guler on March 30 to discuss the
ongoing regional conflict, according to Iranian regime media.[4] The officials likely discussed Iran’s
violation of Turkish airspace. This incident comes after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky told NBC
News on March 28 that Russia is providing Iran with satellite imagery of US and allied military assets in
the Middle East, including Incirlik Airbase in Turkey.[5] ISW-CTP previously noted that Russia’s provision
of satellite imagery to Iran is helping Iran conduct attacks not only on US assets but also against US
partners, such as Turkey.

Anti-regime media and a Kurdistan Democratic Party-affiliated journalist reported that
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) fighters have deployed to western Iran.[6] An Iraqi official
speaking to anti-regime media claimed on March 30 that PMF fighters have deployed to Basij bases in
Khorramshahr and Abadan in Khuzestan Province.[7] The Basij is a paramilitary force that is responsible
for civil defense and social control.[8] The reported PMF deployment is notable given recent Iranian
regime efforts to recruit new security force members.[9] The regime may be mobilizing PMF fighters, in
part, to strengthen control over previous protest hotspots. Large protests took place in both
Khorramshahr and Abadan during the December 2025-January 2026 protests.[10] Anti-regime media
reported on March 29 that the combined force struck a border crossing checkpoint in Shalamcheh,
Khuzestan Province.[11] Anti-regime media previously reported that PMF fighters had entered Iran via
the Shalamcheh crossing.[12]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky met with Jordanian King Abdullah Il in Amman,
Jordan, on March 29 to discuss a potential security partnership.[13] This meeting comes after
Ukraine signed defense agreements with Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar
on March 28.[14] Zelensky expressed Ukraine’s willingness to help Jordan defend against missile and
drone attacks.[15] Zelensky and King Abdullah Il also discussed security issues related to the Strait of
Hormuz, noting that Ukraine has experience unblocking maritime trade routes with unmanned surface
vessels and is prepared to assist partners.[16] CNN reported on March 30 that Zelensky suggested that
Ukrainian sea drones could be deployed in the Strait of Hormuz.[17]

US and Israeli Air Campaign

US President Donald Trump told the Financial Times on March 30 that the combined force has
struck 13,000 targets since the start of the war on February 28.[18] Trump added that the
combined force still has around 3,000 targets left to strike.[19] The Israeli Air Force (IAF) stated on March
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30 that it struck 170 targets over the past day.[20] The combined force has struck multiple Iranian
military bases, defense industrial sites, and internal security institutions since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff.

An OSINT account reported that the US-Israeli combined force struck the Artesh Air Force 2nd
Tactical Airbase in Tabriz, East Azerbaijan Province, on March 29.[21] The account reported
seven explosions at the base.[22] The combined force previously struck the 2nd Tactical Airbase around
March 3.[23] The IDF also struck the 2nd Tactical Airbase during the 12-Day War in June 2025.[24] An
OSINT account noted at the time that the 2nd Tactical Airbase is home to MiG-29 and F-5 aircraft
belonging to the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd tactical fighter squadrons.[25]

An OSINT account reported that the combined force struck two missile bases near Shiraz,
Fars Province, on March 30, including a base that Iran has used to launch missiles at Israel in
previous rounds of conflict.[26] One of the bases that the combined force struck on March 30 is the
Shiraz South Missile Base.[27] The combined force has previously struck this base during the war.
Commercially available satellite imagery captured on March 7 showed that the combined force had used
ground-penetrating munitions to target underground facilities at the Shiraz South Missile Base.[28] The
Shiraz South Missile Base is one of Iran’s 25 primary bases for launching medium-range ballistic
missiles.[29]

The combined force continued to suppress Iranian air defenses. The IDF stated on March 30 that
it has destroyed more than 80 percent of Iran’s air defense systems.[30] The IDF struck an Iranian air
defense site in Nowshahr, Mazandaran Province.[31] The air defense site is located near the Caspian Sea.
The IDF previously targeted "dozens of vessels” at the 4th Artesh Naval District Headquarters at Bandar
Anzali Port, Gilan Province, on the Caspian Sea coast on March 18.[32] Anti-regime media reported
explosions in Amol, Chalus, Babol, Nur, and Babolsar in Mazandaran Province on March 30.[33]

The combined force continued to strike internal security sites in western Iran. The IDF stated
on March 30 that it struck Basij bases in Dehgolan and Divandarreh, Kurdistan Province.[34] The IDF also
stated that it struck Law Enforcement Command (LEC) buildings in Sanandaj and Saghez, Kurdistan
Province.[35] Iranian security forces suppressed protests in Dehgolan and Sanandaj in January 2026.[36]

The combined force continued to target defense industrial sites in Iran. Strikes on these sites
have likely degraded Iran’s ability to produce missiles and drones. An Israeli military
correspondent reported that the IDF has struck around 40 defense industrial sites in the past two
days.[37] The combined force has targeted the following defense industrial sites since ISW-CTP’s last
data cutoff:

* |RGC Ballistic Missile Research Complex (Tehran Province).[38] The IDF struck a site that
produces ballistic missiles and satellite launchers. The site is located near the Khojir Missile
Complex, which the combined force has struck multiple times since the start of the war.[39]

e Artesh Air Defense Force Research and Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization (Tehran
Province).[40] The IDF struck a site that produces “essential components” for ballistic missiles.
The Artesh Air Defense Force established this organization to conduct military research and
development as well as maintain aircraft and defense systems.

e Parchin Military Complex (Tehran Province).[41] The IDF struck a weapons research,
development, and production site at Parchin.[42] Shahid Sayyad Shirazi Industries, which operates
under the Defense Industries Organization (DIO), oversees the facility.[43] The United States
sanctioned Shahid Sayyad Shirazi Industries in April 2009 for its involvement in Iran’s nuclear
program, including the development of nuclear weapon delivery systems.[44] The Washington
Post, citing satellite imagery from March 12, reported that the combined force had struck 12
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structures at Parchin.[45]

e Saba Battery Factory (Tehran Province). Anti-regime media posted footage on March 30 of
damage to the Saba Battery warehouse in Tehran.[46] Geolocated satellite imagery indicates that
strikes between February 28 and March 17 targeted the factory, which is located in Pasargad
Industrial Town.[47] The Saba Battery company is a subsidiary of the DIO. Several countries have
sanctioned the company for producing power units, including missile systems, for the Iranian
Armed Forces.[48]

 Iranian Aviation Industries Organization (IAIO) (Tehran Province).[49] The Iranian Ministry
of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL) oversees the IAIO.[50] The European Union
sanctioned IAIO in July 2010 for its involvement in Iran’s nuclear program, including the
development of nuclear weapon delivery systems.[51] An OSINT account previously reported
strikes on IAIO on March 7.[52] There are several other defense industrial sites located near IAIO,
including the Design and Manufacturing of Aircraft Engines (DAMA).[53] Several countries have
sanctioned DAMA for its ties to the Iran Aircraft Manufacturing Industrial Company (HESA).[54] The
combined force previously struck HESA in Esfahan Province between March 1 and 2, according to
commercially available satellite imagery. HESA manufactures Ababil- and Shahed-series drones for
the IRGC.[55]

e Long-range anti-aircraft missile assembly site (Ghazvin Province).[56] The IDF struck the
site as part of its ongoing effort to degrade Iran’s air defense capabilities.

The IDF also conducted a series of strikes on facilities at Imam Hossein University in Tehran.[57] Imam
Hossein University serves as the IRGC's primary military institution and has conducted extensive
weapons research. The IDF struck the following sites at the university:

e Wind tunnels.[58] Wind tunnels are used to test the aerodynamic properties of missiles at an
early stage in their development.

e Imam Hossein Chemistry Center.[59] This center conducts chemical weapons research and
development.

e Technology and Engineering Center of the Mechanics Group and Development.[60] This
center develops weapons, including ballistic missiles.

e Physics Center.[61] This center is involved in Iran’s nuclear program.

US and Israeli Strikes Targeting Defense Industrial Sites in Tehran and Ghazvin Provinces

Between March 29, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and March 30, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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The combined force likely struck an oil refinery in northwestern Iran and may have struck
another refinery in western Iran. The head of theEast Azerbaijan Province Crisis Management
Directorate stated that combined force airstrikes targeted a petrochemical facility in Tabriz, East
Azerbaijan Province, on March 30.[62] OSINT accounts and anti-regime media circulated footage of a
large explosion at the Tabriz Oil Refinery.[63] Anti-regime media also published footage of explosions in
the vicinity of the Abadan QOil Refinery in Khuzestan Province on March 30.[64] Neither US Central
Command (CENTCOM) nor the IDF has confirmed either strike at the time of this writing.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed on March 29 that IDF airstrikes on
March 27 targeting the Arak Heavy Water Reactor Facility in Khondab, Markazi Province,
caused significant damage and rendered the facility inoperable.[65]

White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt stated on March 30 that the United States has
destroyed 150 Iranian vessels, including 92 percent of Iran’s “largest vessels,” since the war
began.[66] Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Dan Caine previously stated on March 19 that
CENTCOM had destroyed 44 Iranian mine-laying vessels.[67] Iranian media reported that four vessels
were struck in Bandar Lengeh, Hormozgan Province, on March 30.[68] The IRGC Navy 5th District is
headquartered near Bandar Lengeh.[69]

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



US and Israeli Strikes in Iran
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O Confirmed Airstrike Report of Explosion With Footage O Reported Airstrike

United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations reported that two unspecified projectiles landed
near a vessel in the Persian Gulf approximately 22 nautical miles northeast of Ras Tanura,
Saudi Arabia, on March 30.[70] The vessel reported that the projectiles landed within one hour of
each other. It is unclear what the projectiles were targeting. The projectiles may have been targeting
Saudi Arabia. The Saudi Defense Ministry announced that it intercepted seven drones and eight ballistic
missiles on March 30.[71] The incident did not injure any crew members aboard the vessel.[72]

Iranian Response

Iran targeted a water desalination plant in Kuwait on March 29 as part of its ongoing drone
and missile attack campaign against the Gulf countries.[73] The Kuwaiti Electricity, Water, and
Renewable Energy Ministry confirmed that an Iranian strike damaged a service building at one of the
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ministry’s power and water desalination facilities on March 29, killing one worker.[74] The Kuwaiti Armed
Forces stated on March 30 that 13 drones entered Kuwaiti airspace in the past 24 hours.[75]

The Bahraini Defense Ministry announced that it intercepted seven drones and eight missiles launched
from Iran on March 30.[76] The United Arab Emirates Defense Ministry reported that its air defenses
intercepted 27 Iranian drones and 11 ballistic missiles.[77] Saudi Arabia’s defense ministry confirmed
that it intercepted seven Iranian drones and eight missiles.[78] The Qatari Defense Ministry announced
that it intercepted an unspecified number of Iranian drones on March 30.[79]

Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles and Drones Launched

at Kuwait Between February 28, 2026 and March 30, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates Between February 28, 2026 and March 30, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles and Drones Launched

at Saudi Arabia Between March 1, 2026 and March 30, 2026
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Iranian Missiles and Drones Launched

at Bahrain Between February 28, 2026 and March 30, 2026
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Iranian and Axis Retaliatory Strikes in the Middle East

Between March 29, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and March 30, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbollah Response

Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 65 attacks targeting Israeli forces and positions in
northern Israel and southern Lebanon, as well as northern Israeli communities, between 2:00
PM ET on March 29 and 2:00 PM ET on March 30.[80] Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said that
Hezbollah has launched 5,000 missiles, rockets, and drones from Lebanon targeting Israel since March
2.[81] Most of Hezbollah's attacks on March 29 and 30 targeted IDF forces in southern Lebanon.[82]
Hezbollah claimed that it launched a rocket attack targeting the IDF’s Glilot Base near Tel Aviv, which is
the headquarters of the IDF’s military intelligence Unit 8200.[83] Hezbollah recently claimed that it
targeted the Glilot Base on March 7 and previously targeted the base in 2024.[84] Hezbollah claimed on
March 30 that it used an improvised explosive device (IED) to ambush IDF personnel who were advancing
on the road to Aitaroun toward the town of Ainata, Bint Jbeil District.[85] The “anti-personnel explosive
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device” that Hezbollah claimed it employed was likely a type of improvised explosive device.[86]
Hezbollah has previously claimed IED attacks against the IDF, but has not previously specified its use of
“anti-personnel” IEDs.[87] Hezbollah separately claimed that it engaged IDF forces in Deir Seryan and
Qantara, Marjaayoun District, with rockets and drones on March 29.[88] Hezbollah also claimed that it
struck two IDF Merkava tanks with anti-tank guided missiles (ATGMs) in Qouzah, Bint Jbeil District, on
March 29.[89]

Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting Israeli Forces and Positions in

Israel Between March 1 and March 29, 2026
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Between March 1, 2026

and March 29, 2026 By Type
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Unspecified actors struck the Bazan Oil Refinery in Haifa, northern Israel, on March 30.[90] It
is unclear whether Hezbollah rocket fire or an Iranian ballistic missile struck the facility. The Times of
Israel reported that the Bazan Oil Refinery caught on fire following Iranian ballistic missile attacks and
Hezbollah rocket attacks on Israel.[91] The Times of Israel added that it is unclear whether the refinery
was directly hit by a projectile or by shrapnel from an interception.[92] Hezbollah claimed that it targeted
IDF air defense positions in Haifa on March 29 and the Haifa naval base on March 30, which is adjacent to
the Bazan Oil Refinery.[93] The Jerusalem Post reported that an Iranian ballistic missile strike caused the
fire, however.[94] Iran previously targeted the Bazan Oil Refinery in Haifa on March 19, as well as during
the 12-Day War.[95]

The IDF has continued to strike Hezbollah sites and personnel throughout Lebanon. The IDF
reported on March 30 that it killed Hamza Ibrahim Rakin, who was the deputy commander of Hezbollah'’s
Unit 1800 in Beirut.[96] Unit 1800 is a Hezbollah unit responsible for coordinating between Hezbollah and
Palestinian militias to carry out attacks against Israel.[97] The IDF said that the strike also killed the Unit
1800 operations officer and another Hezbollah member.[98] The IDF also said that it has destroyed over
100 Hezbollah-affiliated high-rise buildings in Beirut.[99] The IDF said that Hezbollah used these buildings
as command-and-control centers and to plan attacks against Israel.[100] The IDF released new
evacuation notices for Beirut’s southern suburbs as well as towns in the Bekaa Valley, including Yohmor,
Sohmor, Dlafi, and Libbaya, Zellaya, and Qellaya.[101] Only ten percent of IDF strikes have targeted
Hezbollah sites in the Bekaa Valley since the conflict began, according to an Israeli think tank.[102]

The IDF continued to conduct ground operations in southern Lebanon on March 29. The IDF's
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401st Brigade located a Hezbollah weapons cache and destroyed a number of ATGMs in southern
Lebanon.[103] The IDF 401st Armored Brigade typically operates under the IDF 162nd Armored Division
but is currently operating under the IDF 91st Territorial Division.[104]

The IDF announced on March 30 that Hezbollah killed one IDF soldier and wounded five
others in southern Lebanon on March 29 and 30.[105] The IDF said that Hezbollah ATGM fire struck
an IDF 9th Division tank, which killed one IDF soldier and seriously wounded another in southern
Lebanon.[106] The IDF separately said that a Hezbollah drone strike seriously injured one IDF soldier and
moderately injured two others in southern Lebanon.[107] Hezbollah has killed six IDF soldiers since the
start of the war, according to an Israeli military correspondent.[108]

The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) said that unspecified actors killed three
UNIFIL peacekeepers in southern Lebanon on March 29 and 30.[109] UNIFIL reported on March
29 that unspecified actors launched a projectile at a UNIFIL position, killing one peacekeeper and injuring
another near Aadchit El Qoussair, Marjaayoun District.[110] UNIFIL reported on March 30 that an
unspecified actor separately struck a UNIFIL vehicle, killing two UNIFIL peacekeepers and injuring two
other peacekeepers, near Bani Hayyan, Marjaayoun District.[111] UNIFIL reported that six peacekeepers
have been killed in Lebanon in 2026.[112]

Other Axis of Resistance Response

The Houthis conducted a drone attack targeting Israel on March 29. The IDF said on March 29
that it intercepted two Houthi drones near Eilat, southern Israel.[113] This attack marks the third time
that the Houthis have attacked Israel since entering the conflict on March 28.[114] The Houthis have not
claimed the drone attack at the time of this writing.

IRGC advisers reportedly recently arrived in Houthi-controlled Saana, Yemen, to coordinate
Houthi activities with Iran.[115] An unspecified journalist in Yemen told Israeli media on March 29
that “additional IRGC experts” recently arrived in Sanaa to strengthen coordination between the Houthis
and Iran.[116]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias continued to target Baghdad International Airport on March 29
and 30. A likely Iranian-backed Iragi militia drone struck the logistics support headquarters at Baghdad
International Airport on March 29.[117] Likely Iranian-backed Iragi militias also fired rockets at Baghdad
International Airport and the nearby diplomatic support headquarters on March 30.[118] A security
source told Iragi media that the rockets were launched from Rusafa, eastern Baghdad.[119] Iraqi security
forces found three rocket launch platforms in Rusafa following the attack.[120] The attack didn’t cause
any injuries. These attacks coincided with likely front group Jaysh al Ghadab’s March 29 claim that it
launched rockets targeting unspecified “Zionist-American” interests in Iraq.[121]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias also likely conducted a rocket attack that destroyed an Iraqi Air
Force transport aircraft at the Mohammad Alaa Airbase, which is co-located with Baghdad
International Airport.[122] Iragi media reported on March 30 that a rocket attack damaged an Iraqi
Air Force Antonov An-32B transport aircraft belonging to the 23rd Squadron at the Mohammad Alaa
Airbase.[123] Geolocated footage from March 30 shows the aircraft burning following the strike.[124] A
security source told Iragi media on March 30 that the damage caused by the strike rendered the aircraft
inoperable.[125] The Iraqi Defense Ministry condemned the attack and said that it will deliver a “firm
response” to the perpetrators on March 30.[126] No group has claimed responsibility for the attack on
the aircraft at the time of this writing. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq, which is a coalition of Iranian-
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backed Iraqgi militias, condemned rocket attacks targeting sites "within the city of Baghdad” on March 30,
however.[127] The Islamic Resistance in Iraq said that rocket attacks in Baghdad endanger the lives of
innocent civilians.[128] The Islamic Resistance in Iraq reiterated that the presence of US forces in
Baghdad constitutes a major threat to its residents and added that the Iragi government must work to
expel US forces from Baghdad, however.[129]

Unspecified actors conducted a drone attack targeting Iraq’s Balad Airbase on March 29.[130]
Iragi media reported that Iraqi air defenses at the Balad Airbase in Salah al Din Province intercepted a
drone on March 29.[131] This attack marks the third attempted drone attack targeting the Balad Airbase
since the war began.[132] No group has claimed responsibility for these attacks at the time of this
writing.

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias and militia front groups continue to claim attacks against US
targets in Iraq and the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed on March 29 that it
conducted 21 drone attacks against “enemy” bases in Iraq and the region.[133] Likely front group Saraya
Awliya al Dam claimed on March 29 that it conducted eight attacks targeting US bases in the region.[134]

An IRGC-affiliated militia called Kataib Jund al Karar claimed that it attacked US forces in
Jordan and Syria on March 29.[135] Kataib Jund al Karar was formed in January 2026to confront the
new Syrian government and reportedly has ties to Kataib Hezbollah.[136] Kataib Jund al Karar said that it
struck Muwaffaq al Salti Airbase in Azraq, Jordan, with a drone.[137] Jordanian media has not reported an
attack on the Muwaffaq al Salti Airbase at the time of this writing, however. Kataib Jund al Karar
separately claimed that it targeted US forces at the Palmyra Airbase in the central Syrian desert with
rockets on March 29, even though there are no US forces stationed at the Palmyra Airbase and the base
is controlled by the Syrian army.[138] A Syrian source said that residents in Palmyra did not report any
explosions near the base.[139] The Syrian source added that none of Kataib Jund al Karar’s claims have
been verified and that several of the group’s claims appear to be fake.[140]
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Iran Update Special Report,

March 31, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Katherine Wells, Benjamin Schmida, Ben Rezaei, Nidal Morrison, Ria Reddy, Brian Carter

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The updates focus on US
and Israeli strikes on Iran and Iran and the Axis of Resistance’s response to the strikes. The updates
cover events from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will no longer publish morning updates covering the war with Iran. ISW-CTP will instead
publish threads on its social media channels in the morning that cover the latest developments in the war
and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1. The combined force campaign targeting Iranian commanders is likely impeding their ability to
conduct sizable and coordinated attacks. Officials familiar with US and Western intelligence
assessments speaking to The New York Times on March 30 said that the deaths of local Iranian
commanders have degraded the ability of local Iranian commanders to communicate to launch
large and coordinated attacks. The targeted killing of local commanders has immediate practical
effects by removing key commanders who give orders. Decapitation also creates a pervasive fear
that can cause targeted commanders to take precautions to survive that impede their ability to
execute their assigned mission.

2. Iran launched only three missile barrages at Israel since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff, marking its
lowest barrage rate of the war to date. These salvoes also contain only a small number of missiles,
which may be a byproduct of Iranian command-and-control challenges highlighted previously. Iran
has been firing only a few missiles per salvo at Israel since March 20.

3. The Iranian Parliament National Security Commission passed a bill on March 30 titled the “Strait of
Hormuz Management Plan,” which outlines a series of policies that assert that Iran has sovereignty
over international waterways in the Strait of Hormuz. Iran’s parliament has little real power but its
decision to pass this bill represents a desire in Tehran to continue to impede international shipping
around the Strait after the war. Iran could use these threats to coerce concessions from the United
States or its partners or deter them.

4. Iranian-backed Iragi militia Kataib Hezbollah almost certainly executed the kidnapping of US
freelance journalist Shelly Kittleson in Baghdad City, Iraq, on March 31.

5. Hezbollah conducted four first-person view (FPV) drone strikes against IDF armored vehicles in
southern Lebanon on March 31. None of the IDF’s armored vehicles that Hezbollah struck with FPV
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drones appeared to be equipped with improvised top-mounted slat armor to protect the vehicles
against FPV drone attacks or anti-tank munitions.

Toplines

The combined force campaign targeting Iranian commanders is likely impeding their ability to
conduct sizable and coordinated attacks. Officials familiar with US and Western intelligence
assessments speaking to The New York Times on March 30 said that the deaths of local Iranian
commanders have degraded the ability of local Iranian commanders to communicate to launch large and
coordinated attacks.[1] The targeted killing of local commanders has immediate practical effects by
removing key commanders who give orders. Decapitation also creates a pervasive fear that can cause
targeted commanders to take precautions to survive that impede their ability to execute their assigned
mission.[2]US Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth stated on March 31 that combined force airstrikes have
degraded the Iranian military’s morale and even led to “widespread desertions, key personnel shortages
and causing frustrations amongst senior leaders.”[3] The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) are
evidently facing recruitment struggles as they lowered the recruitment age to 12 to support patrols,
checkpoints, and logistics.[4]

Iran launched only three missile barrages at Israel since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff at 2:00 PM
ET on March 30, marking its lowest barrage rate of the war to date.[5] These salvoes also
contain only a small number of missiles, which may be a byproduct of Iranian command-and-
control challenges highlighted previously. Iran has been firing only a few missiles per salvo
at Israel since March 20.[6] The three waves only consisted ofone missile in two of the waves and a
“small” number of missiles in the third wave.[7] Smaller salvoes are relatively easier for the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF)’s air defense systems to intercept, as demonstrated by their performance against
small Houthi salvoes between 2023 and 2025.[8] Iran has only been launching one missile per salvo and
three to seven salvoes per day at Israel for the past four days.[9] This is considerably less compared to
what Iran fired at the start of the war.[10] The IDF also assessed that Iran’s missile fire targeting Israel
has slowed to around 10-15 missiles a day over the past two weeks.[11] The low salvo and missile-per-
salvo rate targeting Israel does not necessarily imply Iran is suffering the same challenges when it comes
to its short-range ballistic missiles that target the Gulf states, though March 31 saw a lower number of
missiles targeting the Gulf states than the average.[12] Hegseth separately confirmed on March 31 that
Iran launched its lowest number of missiles and drones in general in the past 24 hours.[13]

The combined force’s extensive airstrikes targeting Iranian missile bases and production sites have also
degraded Iran’s ability to launch missile strikes against Israel. CTP-ISW recorded that the combined force
has struck over 20 missile bases since the start of the war.[14] The Washington Post on March 29
identified "severe damage” on satellite imagery to Iran’s four major missile production sites, including
Khojir, Shahroud, Parchin, and Hakimiyeh.[15] The IDF announced on March 31 that the Israeli Air Force
(IAF) has struck 70 percent of Iran’s defense industrial sites, which are essential to reconstituting Iran’s
missile capabilities.[16]
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Iranian and Axis Retaliatory Strikes in the Middle East

Between March 30, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and March 31, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iran is asserting sovereignty over international waterways by demanding payment from ships
transiting the Strait of Hormuz. The Iranian Parliament National Security Commission passed a bill on
March 30 titled the “Strait of Hormuz Management Plan,” which outlines a series of policies that assert
that Iran has sovereignty over international waterways in the Strait of Hormuz.[17] The plan forces other
countries to negotiate with Iran for safe passage through the strait and for some vessels to pay to transit
through the strait, which is an international waterway. It also bans US and Israeli shipping or any ships
from countries that sanction Iran.

Iran’s parliament has little real power but its decision to pass this bill represents a desire in Tehran to
continue to impede international shipping around the Strait after the war. Senior Iranian officials,
including Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, have warned in recent weeks that the
situation in the Strait of Hormuz “won’t return to its pre-war status” following the war.[18] Expediency
Discernment Council member Mohammad Mokhber stated on March 19 that Iran can use its position
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along the strait to “sanction [the West] and prevent their ships from passing through this waterway”
even after the war ends.[19] Daily oil exports from the Middle East have fallen by at least 60 percent
since the start of the war.[20] United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) has received 25
reports of attacks or incidents affecting civilian vessels transiting the strait since the war began.[21]
Efforts to impede shipping around the strait could take a number of forms and would include efforts to
threaten, disrupt, and selectively control traffic through the strait at any time or for any reason. Iran
could use these threats to coerce concessions from the United States or its partners or deter them. Iran
may be especially incentivized to leverage its control around the strait if it concludes that such actions
are an effective means of coercing the United States and its partners.lran has continued attacks on
shipping in the Persian Gulf. An Iranian drone struck the Kuwaiti oil tanker al Salmi northwest of
Dubai on March 30.[22] The attack did not injure any crew members aboard the vessel. This oil tanker is
the first vessel that Iran has struck since March 18.[23] The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
Navy inaccurately claimed that it targeted the Singaporean-flagged Haiphong Express, which it probably
mistook for the al Salmi.[24]

Iranian Attacks Against Civilian Vessels in the Persian Gulf
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Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbollah almost certainly executed the kidnapping of US
freelance journalist Shelly Kittleson in Baghdad City, Iraq, on March 31.[25] The US government
had reportedly warned Kittleson that Kataib Hezbollah planned to kidnap her, according to one source
familiar with the warning speaking to CNN.[26] The Iraqi Interior Ministry stated on March 31 that they
arrested one Kataib Hezbollah-affiliated suspect.[27]
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Hezbollah conducted four first-person view (FPV) drone strikes against IDF armored vehicles
in southern Lebanon on March 31.[28] Hezbollah claimed that it struck an IDF Merkava Tank at an
IDF position in Ainata, southern Lebanon, on March 31.[29] Hezbollah later released a video on March 31
showing three FPV drone strikes on IDF armored vehicles in Biyyadah, Tyre District.[30] The first FPV
drone strike targeted an IDF armored personnel carrier (APC).[31] The Hezbollah video appears to show
an FPV drone targeting the APC’s tracks, likely to immobilize the APC.[32] The second FPV drone strike
targeted an IDF HMMWV (Humvee).[33] The Hezbollah video appears to show an FPV drone targeting the
HMMWV’s roof.[34] The third FPV drone strike targeted a separate IDF APC near the HMMWV. Hezbollah
video shows an FPV drone targeting the APC’s frontal armor, but at the beginning of the video, the
HMMWYV that was previously struck is visible burning nearby, which indicates Hezbollah launched at least
the second and third FPV strikes consecutively.[35] Hezbollah used an FPV drone to strike an IDF Merkava
Tank in southern Lebanon for the first time on March 26.[36] None of the IDF’s armored vehicles that
Hezbollah struck with FPV drones appeared to be equipped with improvised top-mounted slat armor to
protect the vehicles against FPV drone attacks or anti-tank munitions. The IDF previously deployed some
vehicles equipped with top-mounted slat armor in Gaza in 2023.[37]

US and Israeli Air Campaign

The combined force continued to target missile sites and facilities in Iran. Strikes on these
sites have likely degraded Iran’s ability to produce missiles. The combined force has targeted the
following missile sites and munition depots since ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff:

o Esfahan munitions depot in Esfahan Province.[38]US President Donald Trump shared footage
on Truth Social showing multiple explosions illuminating the night sky in Esfahan City.[39] An
unspecified US official told The Wall Street Journal on March 31 that US forces used a high volume
of bunker-buster munitions, indicating an effort to target hardened infrastructure.[40] The IDF said
on March 20 that it has seen more Iranian ballistic missile launches from central Iran, including
Esfahan, after combined force strikes degraded Iran’s launch capabilities in western Iran.[41]

e Parchin Military Complex in eastern Tehran Province.[42] The IDF struck a warhead casting
factory and a missile components research, development, and production site in Parchin.[43] The
complex is controlled by the Defense Industries Organization and is used to produce advanced
munitions, including drones and missiles.[44] Multiple reports indicate that Iranian activities at
Parchin are also relevant to nuclear weapons development.[45]

e Khojir missile production site in southeastern Tehran Province.[46] The IDF struck a
ballistic missile engine component production site and a ballistic missile engine testing site in
Khojir.[47] An OSINT source reported that the two facilities likely support liquid-propellant
production and liquid-propellant engine testing.[48] Khojir is one of Iran’s most important ballistic
missile complexes and serves as a central hub for missile production, storage, and research.[49]

e Shahid Kharrazi barracks munitions depot. Satellite imagery from March 27 shows that the
combined force struck the Shahid Kharrazi barracks munitions depot in Shahin Shahr, Esfahan
Province.[50] It is unclear what munitions Iran stores at this facility, but it is located next to a
missile base.

The combined force continued to target defense industrial sites in Iran. Satellite imagery from
March 30 shows extensive damage at the Iran Shipbuilding and Offshore Industries Complex (ISOICO)
west of Bandar Abbas, Hormozgan Province.[51] ISOICO is a subsidiary of Iran’s Industrial Development
and Renovation Organization (IDRO), which the United States sanctioned in November 2018 for being an
entity of the Government of Iran.[52] The combined force also struck the IRGC Navy Research and Self-
Sufficiency Jihad Organization on March 31.[53] The United States sanctioned the IRGC Navy Research
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and Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization in 2017 for providing support to the IRGC.[54] The organization is
responsible for ballistic missile research and development and has supported IRGC efforts to advance
missile and drone capabilities, including by providing assistance to regional partners such as Hezbollah
and the Houthis.[55]

The combined force has continued to degrade Iranian air defense capabilities in order to
maintain air dominance in Iran. The combined force struck an Artesh Air Defense radar system at
Mount Magher in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad Province.[56] The IDF separately struck an Anti-tank
guided missile (ATGMs) and small surface-to-air missile (SAM) components research and production site
in Tehran Province.[57]

New satellite imagery has confirmed previous combined force strikes on internal security
targets.

Combined force strikes destroyed several buildings at the Shohada Unit Complex in Urmia, according to
commercially available satellite imagery from March 7. Anti-regime media reported that the combined
force struck the “Shohada base” on March 3, but it was unclear at the time whether the source was
referring to the to the IRGC Ground Forces Hamzeh Seyyed ol Shohada Operational Base or the IRGC
Ground Forces Provincial Unit, which are both based in Urmia.[58] Combined force strikes also damaged
several buildings at the IRGC 23rd Khatam ol Anbia Operational Division base in Tehran, according to
commercially available satellite imagery from March 11. Anti-regime media reported strikes targeting the
base’s Tohid Barracks on March 7.[59]
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Iranian Response

Iran continues to launch strikes and publicly threaten future strikes against critical Gulf
infrastructure in an effort to pressure Gulf states into pushing the United States and Israel to
halt their ongoing campaign against Iran. The Emirati Defense Ministry reported that it intercepted
36 drones, eight ballistic missiles, and four cruise missiles on March 31.[60] An Iranian drone reportedly
hit a telecommunications company’s administrative building in central Sharjah, but did not cause any
casualties.[61] The Dubai Media Office also reported on March 31 that air defense systems intercepted
an Iranian projectile over southern Dubai, with falling shrapnel lightly injuring four residents.[62] IRGC-
affiliated media reported on March 31 that “informed sources” claimed Iran is prepared to target Fujairah
Port and the UAE’s Habshan-Fujairah pipeline with a capacity of approximately 1.5 million barrels per
day.[63] Emirati air defenses previously intercepted an Iranian missile targeting Habshan gas facility on
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March 18.[64] Iran continues to target energy infrastructure to drive up global energy prices as part of
their broader effort to coerce the Gulf states to pressure the United States and Israel to halt their
campaign against Iran.

The Saudi Defense Ministry announced it intercepted 12 drones from Iran on March 31.[65] The Kuwaiti
Armed Forces detected seven Iranian drones and five missiles in Kuwaiti airspace on March 31.[66] The
Bahrain Defense Ministry announced it intercepted two Iranian drones on March 31.[67]

The IRGC threatened on March 31 to target US-linked information, communications, artificial intelligence,
and advanced technology firms in retaliation for US and Israeli attacks.[68] The IRGC explicitly named a
wide range of technology, defense, aerospace, finance, and industrial firms and accused these
companies of supporting intelligence, surveillance, and targeting operations.
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles and Drones Launched

at Saudi Arabia Between March 1, 2026 and March 31, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles and Drones Launched

at Kuwait Between February 28, 2026 and March 31, 2026

@ Ballistic Missiles @ Cruise Missiles " Drones
400

376 Kuwait did not announce attacks on February
28, March 2-5, and March 11. Kuwait did
announce 283 ballistic missile attacks and 93
e drone attacks on March 1, but it is unclear how
300 e many of these attacks took place on March 1
and how many took place on February 28

Total Number of Projectiles

200
100
MRknowe, g 12 12 14 15 i 18 2 13 = 12 15 Ze: 13 12
ol Bim: s lZeacomielael Bl _ cslcec
.o ’L’hb-‘)b’\.'bq-\() ‘L"Jb")b"l‘b "L“Jb-‘)b’\ O
55?’ SEELEES S \\\\ & \\ \(\ ‘o & \\%\R\q’vq%q'\\%\owwq\o (qu’vrbw
(o) O S & & 0 SO G &
& r“‘“\“\“r“\““\‘\n&m& 090 190 e 8 e e 9 o
© 2026 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project. All rights reserved. @S ~¥
All data from the Kuwaiti Army. e
CRITICAL
THREATS

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



Iranian Missiles and Drones Launched

at Bahrain Between February 28, 2026 and March 31, 2026
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Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbollah Response

Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 39 attacks targeting northern Israeli communities and
Israeli forces and positions in northern Israel and southern Lebanon between 2:00 PM ET on
March 30 and 2:00 PM ET on March 31.[69] The majority of Hezbollah’s claimed attacks targeted IDF
soldiers, vehicles, and positions in southern Lebanon.[70] Hezbollah claimed it targeted four IDF military
bases and one IDF barracks in northern Israel, however.[71] Hezbollah previously claimed it launched a
rocket attack on the IDF’s Glilot Base near Tel Aviv on March 30.[72]

Hezbollah conducted a complex ambush on March 31 targeting an IDF armored column in Beit Lif, Bint
Jbeil District, in which Hezbollah detonated improvised explosive devices (IEDs) while engaging the
column with small arms, rocket fire, and mortars.[73] Hezbollah said it also targeted IDF reinforcements
attempting to relieve the armored column in Beit Lif with anti-tank guided missiles (ATGMs) and rocket-
propelled grenades (RPGs).[74] Hezbollah killed a 934th (Nahal) Infantry Brigade battalion commander in
the ambush and three other officers and wounded two other IDF soldiers.[75] Hezbollah also claimed that
it struck three IDF Merkava Tanks with ATGMs in Qouza, Ainata, and Qantara on March 30.[76] This
follows a Hezbollah ATGM attack on March 29, which killed an IDF soldier.[77]
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting Israeli Forces and Positions in
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The IDF has continued to strike Hezbollah sites and personnel throughout Lebanon. IDF
spokesperson Brigadier General Effie Defrin said on March 31 that the Israeli Air Force has struck over
2,500 Hezbollah targets in Lebanon, killing at least 900 Hezbollah members.[78] The IDF issued new
evacuation notices for neighborhoods in Beirut’s southern suburbs, including Haret Hreik, Ghubairi,
Laylaki, Hadath, Bourj al Barajneh, Tahwitat al Ghadir, and Chiyah on March 31.[79] The IDF also issued
an evacuation notice for a building in Ghubairi that the IDF identified as a “Hezbollah facility” on March
31 before striking it the same day.[80]

The IDF continued to conduct ground operations in southern Lebanon on March 31. IDF
spokesperson Brigadier General Effie Defrin said on March 31 that the ground offensive against Hezbollah
in southern Lebanon is pushing Hezbollah north.[81] The IDF said on March 31 that IDF artillery had fired
over 700 shells at Hezbollah positions in southern Lebanon in recent days.[82] IDF artillery fire reportedly
killed a cell of Hezbollah members who launched a drone that wounded three IDF soldiers during
operations in southern Lebanon on March 30.[83] The 84th (Givati) Infantry Brigade (91st Division)
separately killed six Hezbollah fighters with artillery fire in southern Lebanon.[84] The IDF 146th Division
destroyed dozens of Hezbollah rocket launchers in southern Lebanon on March 31.[85] The IDF said it has
destroyed more than 180 launchers across Lebanon since March 2.[86]

Other Axis of Resistance Response

The US-Israeli combined force continued to strike Iranian-backed Iraqgi militia targets to
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prevent Iranian-backed militia attacks against US interests and Israel. The combined force
struck Kataib Hezbollah facilities associated with the 45th Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) Brigade,
which is controlled by Kataib Hezbollah, in Jurf al Sakhr, Babil Province, on March 30.[87] The combined
force conducted three separate airstrikes in Anbar and Ninewa provinces on March 30 and March 31
targeting other PMF brigades.[88] The combined force struck an Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Kataib Tayyar
al Risali facility in Anbar on March 30, a Badr Organization PMF facility in Ninewa Province and a Saraya al
Jihad-PMF facility in Anbar Province on March 31.[89] The combined force previously struck Kataib Tayyar
al Risali on March 24 in Salah al Din Province.[90]

An unidentified senior official in Baghdad told a Kurdistan Democratic Party-affiliated
journalist on March 30 that “more than a thousand” Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF)
fighters are believed to have crossed into Iran.[91] The PMF is an Iraqi state security service but
many Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias control PMF brigades that answer to Iran instead of the Iraqgi prime
minister.[92] This confirmation comes after anti-regime media previously reported on March 30 that PMF
fighters have deployed to Basij bases in western Iran.[93] The Basij is a paramilitary force that is
responsible for civil defense and social control.[94] CTP-ISW assessed on March 30 that the Iranian
regime may be mobilizing PMF fighters, in part, to strengthen control over previous protest hotspots.[95]
Large protests took place in both Khorramshahr and Abadan during the December 2025-January 2026
protests.[96]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias and militia front groups continue to claim attacks against US
targets in Iraq and the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq, a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias, claimed on March 30 it conducted 19 drone attacks against “enemy” bases in Iraq and the
region.[97] Likely front group Saraya Awliya al Dam claimed it conducted five attacks against US bases in
the region.[98]

Unspecified European officials told Bloomberg on March 30 that Iran is pushing the Houthis to
launch a renewed campaign against international shipping in the Red Sea, contingent on any
further US escalation.[99] The officials added that Houthi leadership is divided on how aggressive its
actions should be. This report comes after an unspecified journalist in Yemen told Israeli media on March
29 that “additional IRGC experts” recently arrived in Sanaa to strengthen coordination between the
Houthis and Iran.[100]

Iranian Internal Security

Iranian media reported that unspecified armed individuals killed a Law Enforcement
Command officer in Mirjaveh, Sistan and Baluchistan Province, on March 31.[101] No group has
claimed responsibility for the attack at the time of this writing. Sistan and Baluchistan Province is a
hotbed for insurgent activity, including attacks by anti-regime groups that frequently target Iranian
security forces in southeastern Iran.[102]

Iranian internal security forces have reportedly deployed Russian-made Spartak Mine-
Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) armored vehicles to checkpoints in Tehran.[103] An
OSINT account identified that Iranian Counter Terror Special Forces (NOPO) deployed a Spartak MRAP
under a bridge between Evin Prison and Enghelab Sports Complex in northern Tehran from a photo
circulated by anti-regime media on March 31.[104] NOPO reportedly operates under the LEC Special
Units 1st Amir ol Momenin Brigade and has participated in violent protest suppression.[105] A BBC
Journalist provided footage in February 2026 of NOPO using Spartak MRAPs in several prominent protests
over the years.[106]
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Iran Update Special Report,

April 1, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Ria Reddy, Benjamin Schmida, Nidal Morrison, Ben Rezaei, Adham Fattah, Katherine Wells,
Brian Carter

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The updates focus on US
and Israeli strikes on Iran and Iran and the Axis of Resistance’s response to the strikes. The updates
cover events from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will no longer publish morning updates covering the war with Iran. ISW-CTP will instead
publish threads on its social media channels in the morning that cover the latest developments in the war
and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1. Senior officials in Tehran have signaled that they seek to use the Strait of Hormuz and energy flows
around it as points of leverage that Iran can use after the war to extract concessions and secure
strategic aims. They have also signaled that they will not accept a ceasefire or halt disruptions to
international shipping in the Strait of Hormuz unless the United States and Israel cease all attacks
on Iran.

2. Iran has continued attacks on shipping amid discussions in Tehran about Iran’s leverage over the
strait. Iran attacked the Panamanian-flagged AQUA 1 oil tanker, leased by Qatari state-owned
energy firm, 17 nautical miles northwest of Ras Laffan, Qatar.

3. These statements indicate that Iran could continue to use its proven ability to disrupt shipping in
the strait after the war ends to deter the United States and its partners or compel them to avoid
actions that would have negative impacts on Iran.

4. The IDF stated on April 1 that it struck “approximately 15 weapons production sites,” including a
Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL) complex for advanced missile
production.

5. The IDF struck a pharmaceutical research and development company that supplied the Iranian
regime with materials, such as fentanyl, that can be used for chemical weapons.

6. The IDF killed IRGC Quds Force Lebanon Corps Engineering Head responsible for advancing
underground projects in Lebanon and Syria for Hezbollah and the Assad regime and he managed
dozens of underground facilities in Lebanon used to store advanced weapons.

7. Iran launched five missile salvoes, including a 10-missile salvo, which was among the largest
missile salvoes targeting Israel since the beginning of the war. It remains unclear if this was a one-
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off large salvo or will become part of a trend.

8. Iran launched 19 drones and four ballistic missiles targeting Bahrain on April 1. One or more of
these targeted a company in Bahrain. This follows the IRGC’s threat on March 31 that it would
target US-linked information, communications, artificial intelligence, and advanced technology
firms in retaliation for US and Israeli attacks.

9. Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 71 attacks targeting northern Israeli communities and Israeli
forces and positions in northern Israel and southern Lebanon between 2:00 PM ET on March 31 and
2:00 PM ET on April 1.

10. The Houthis launched an unspecified number of ballistic missiles targeting southern Israel on April
1. This attack marks the fourth time that the Houthis have attacked Israel since entering the
conflict on March 28. The Houthis claimed that it coordinated the ballistic missile attack on Israel
with Hezbollah and Iran.

Toplines

Senior officials in Tehran have signaled that they seek to use the Strait of Hormuz and energy
flows around it as points of leverage that Iran can use after the war to extract concessions
and secure strategic aims. Multiple Iranian officials and institutions, including Iranian parliament
speaker and key regime leader Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, several IRGC-linked media platforms, and
an analyst close to Iranian security institutions, all highlighted the strait’s value as leverage and Iran’s
ability to use its leverage over shipping through the strait to “ensure” the regime’s survival now and in
the future.[1] Some of the officials discussing the value of the Hormuz are not decisionmakers, but their
statements reflect a broader discussion in Tehran about how to achieve short- and long-term military and
strategic aims. The analyst close to the regime stated on April 1 that Iran can remove the ability of the
United States and Israel to threaten it if it maintains its “legal-security dominance” over the strait even
after the war ends.[2]

These statements indicate that Iran could continue to use its proven ability to disrupt
shipping in the strait after the war ends to deter the United States and its partners or compel
them to avoid actions that would have negative impacts on Iran. Iran would not need to continue
attacks indefinitely to retain the ability to deter and coerce the United States and its partners using the
leverage Tehran has over the straits. Iran now has a proven ability to disrupt the global economy by
shutting down the Strait, and it could threaten to disrupt shipping in the future for any reason and at any
time. Iran may be especially incentivized to leverage its control around the strait if it concludes that such
actions are an effective means of coercing the United States and its partners.

Iran has continued attacks on shipping amid discussions in Tehran about Iran’s leverage over
the strait. Iran attacked the Panamanian-flagged AQUA 1 oil tanker, leased by Qatari state-owned
energy firm, 17 nautical miles northwest of Ras Laffan, Qatar.[3] The tanker’s hull sustained damage.[4]
This is the second Iranian attack on a civilian vessel in two consecutive days.[5] Such attacks are one of
the ways that Iran can impede shipping around the strait.

The UAE, among other Gulf countries, appears to support more aggressive action to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz. Emirati leaders almost certainly view Iran’s efforts to control the strait,
combined with sustained Iranian missile and drone strikes against the UAE, as a direct threat
to the UAE’s security. The United Nations Security Council is expected to vote on April 2 on a
resolution that would authorize the use of “all necessary means” to protect shipping in and around the
strait.[6] Unspecified Arab officials told the Wall Street Journal that the UAE has lobbied in favor of this
resolution.[7] The resolution comes amid reports that the UAE may be willing to deploy assets to secure
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international shipping in the strait.[8] The UAE almost certainly views Iranian efforts to assert sovereignty
over the strait as a direct threat to its economic security. Iran has significantly disrupted shipping in the
strait, which serves as a critical maritime chokepoint for the UAE and other Gulf states, since the war
began. Senior UAE official Anwar Gargash stated on March 17 that the UAE’s “main concentration is...the
Iranian threat on [the UAE’s] security.”[9] He emphasized that the strait is an international waterway and
that states that rely on it share a responsibility to ensure the free flow of trade. The strait is critical to the
UAE’s oil exports, liquefied natural gas trade, and food imports. Gargash also warned that Gulf states
cannot accept a future defined by persistent Iranian missile and nuclear threats.[10] Iran has launched
more missiles and drones at the UAE than at any other country since the war began, including Israel.[11]
Iran retaining the ability to disrupt international shipping and resume missile and drone attacks on Gulf
countries at any time poses a direct threat to the UAE and other Gulf countries.

Iranian Attacks Against Civilian Vessels in the Persian Gulf

As of April 1, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iranian officials have signaled that they will not accept a ceasefire or halt disruptions to
international shipping in the Strait of Hormuz unless the United States and Israel cease all
attacks on Iran. This position is inconsistent with the stated US position on a ceasefire. US
President Donald Trump stated on April 1 that Iran’s “new regime president” has requested a ceasefire
and emphasized that the United States will only consider one when the Strait of Hormuz is “open, free,
and clear.”[12] Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesperson Esmail Baghaei rejected Trump’s claim as
“false and baseless.”[13] Iranian officials have repeatedly stated that they seek a permanent end to the
war that guarantees the United States and Israel will cease all attacks on Iran.[14] Iran views the period
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between the Israeli strikes in June 2025 and the current conflict as a "pause” in one war. The demands
for a "permanent end” are akin to a guarantee that the United States and Israel will not attack Iran in the
future as well. Iranian officials have stated that Iran will not grant the United States access to the Strait of
Hormuz to secure a ceasefire, even after the war ends.[15]

US and Israeli Air Campaign

The combined force continued to strike military bases and missile launch sites across Iran.
Anti-regime media reported on March 31 that the combined force struck the Artesh Ground Forces 55th
Airborne Brigade headquarters in Shiraz, Fars Province.[16] Commercially available satellite imagery
from March 17 confirms that the combined force struck an Artesh 840th Missile Group barracks in Aran
and Bidgol, Esfahan Province.[17] Iran had plans to build five new missile bases for the 840th Missile
Group before the 12-Day War.[18] OSINT accounts on X reported on April 1 that the combined force
struck a missile base and munitions depot near the Baharestan Mountains in Esfahan Province.[19] The
15th Khordad Missile base is near the Baharestan Mountains.[20] The IDF also posted footage showing
strikes targeting air defenses in Tehran on March 31. One strike targeted the old Iranian stock exchange
building in Tehran.[21]

The combined force continued to strike Iran’s defense industrial sites. The IDF stated on April 1
that it struck “approximately 15 weapons production sites,” including a Ministry of Defense and Armed
Forces Logistics (MODAFL) complex.[22] The complex contained infrastructure for the development of
advanced ballistic missiles.[23] MODAFL is responsible for the research and development of Iran’s missile
and nuclear weapons programs and is sanctioned by the United States.[24] An OSINT account on X
reported on March 31 that the combined force struck an IRGC Defense Industries building in Tehran.[25]
The combined force also struck three major Iranian steel factories on March 31: Sefid Dasht industrial
zone in Boroujen, Charmahal and Bakhtiari Province, the Khuzestan Steel Company in Ahvaz, Khuzestan
Province, and the Mobarakeh Steel Company in Mobarakeh, Esfahan Province.[26] The IDF previously
struck the Mobarakeh Steel Company and Khuzestan Steel Company on March 27.[27] Strikes on Iran’s
steel factories hurt both its military and economy by degrading its ability to build ballistic missiles and
reducing one of Iran’s most important exports.[28]

The IDF struck a research and development facility, Tofigh Daru, in Tehran Province on March
31.[29] The IDF stated that Tofigh Daru supplied chemical materials to the Iranian regime and functioned
as a central supplier of fentanyl-based compounds to the Organization of Defensive Innovation and
Research (SPND) organization.[30] The SPND is a research and development entity subordinate to Iran’s
Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL) that is responsible for advanced military-
related research.[31] The United States sanctioned the SPND in August 2014 for engaging in or
attempting to engage in activities that have materially contributed to, or posed a risk of materially
contributing to, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction or their means of delivery.[32] Iran has
conducted long-term research on pharmaceutical-based agents, particularly fentanyl and medetomidine,
and has explored how to synthesize, aerosolize, and deliver these compounds through munitions such as
grenades, anti-riot rounds, and potentially drones.[33] Iranian state media previously reported in
November 2020 that Tofigh Daru produced the raw materials used in the domestic manufacture of
remifentanil, which has potential dual-use applications as a pharmaceutical-based incapacitating
agent.[34] The Iranian regime previously used chemical or toxic gas to attack schoolgirls across multiple
provinces following the Mahsa Amini Movement in 2020, which affected thousands of students and
caused symptoms including respiratory distress and dizziness.[35]

The combined force has continued decapitation strikes targeting senior Iranian officials. The
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IDF confirmed on April 1 that it killed IRGC Quds Force Lebanon Corps Engineering Head Mehdi Vafaei in
Mahallat, Markazi Province.[36] Vafaei was responsible for advancing underground projects in Lebanon
and Syria for Hezbollah and the Assad regime and he managed dozens of underground facilities in
Lebanon used to store advanced weapons.[37] The IRGC separately confirmed on March 31 that an Israeli
airstrike killed an adviser to the Armed Forces General Staff chief in Tehran Province.[38] The United
States sanctioned Eshaghi in February 2025 for his role in an international network that facilitated illicit
oil sales to China, which generated hundreds of millions of dollars for Iran’s armed forces and supported
the Axis of Resistance.[39] The combined force also reportedly killed Mohammad Sadeghi, who was an
engineering officer under the IRGC Aerospace Force al Ghadir Missile Command.[40] Sadeghi reportedly
was responsible for constructing underground tunnels and missile infrastructure.[41]

US and Israeli Strikes in Iran

Between March 31, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and April 1, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iranian Response

Iran has launched five missile salvos at Israel since CTP-ISW'’s last data cutoff at 2:00 PM ET
on March 31.[42] The IDF stated on April 1 that 10 missiles were included in the fourth of the five
salvos, most of which were intercepted or allowed to fall in open areas.[43] This salvo was among the
largest missile salvoes targeting Israel since the beginning of the war, according to an Israeli war
correspondent.[44] It remains unclear if this was a one-off large salvo or will become part of a trend.[45]
The fifth salvo reportedly involved only a “small number” of missiles, and three other salvos had only one
missile.[46] The IDF reported that cluster munitions fell in three sites in central Israel, including Bnei
Barak, injuring at least 10 civilians, on April 1.[47] Iranian media also claimed that at least one of its
missile salvoes targeting Israel on April 1 was coordinated with Hezbollah and Houthis.[48]

Iran continues to conduct drone and missile attacks against the Gulf states. The Bahrain
Defense Forces reported on April 1 that it intercepted 19 drones and four ballistic missiles.[49] The
Bahraini Interior Ministry reported that one of these Iranian attacks struck an unspecified company
building but caused no casualties.[50] Unconfirmed reports circulating on social media suggested that
the targeted building was the Bahrain Telecommunication Company (Batelco) headquarters in Hamala,
Bahrain, but the Bahraini Interior Ministry only said that one attack struck an unspecified company
building.[51] The incident follows an IRGC threat on March 31 that it would target US-linked information,
communications, artificial intelligence, and advanced technology firms in retaliation for US and Israeli
attacks.[52] Iran has previously targeted data centers in the Gulf states, including an Amazon Web
Services data center in the UAE.[53]

The Emirati Defense Ministry reported that it intercepted 35 drones and five ballistic missiles on April
1.[54]

The United Kingdom’s Royal Air Force (RAF) separately reported it intercepted 10 Iranian drones in
unspecified locations in the Middle East.[55] UK aircraft have operated defensively over Cyprus, Jordan,
Bahrain, and the UAE.[56]

The Kuwaiti Armed Forces also reported that it detected three Iranian cruise missiles and 15 drones in
Kuwaiti airspace on April 1.[57] Kuwait media also reported that an Iranian drone struck fuel tanks at the
Kuwait International Airport on March 31, causing significant damage but no casualties.[58]

The Saudi Defense Ministry separately reported that it intercepted and destroyed three drones on April
1.[59]

The Qatari Defense Ministry also confirmed that Iran launched three cruise missiles at Qatar and
successfully intercepted two missiles, and one struck a tanker used by Qatari state-owned energy
company, QatarEnergy (see topline section).[60]
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles and Drones Launched

at Saudi Arabia Between March 1, 2026 and April 1, 2026
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Iranian Missiles and Drones Launched

at Bahrain Between February 28, 2026 and April 1, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates Between February 28, 2026 and April 1, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles and Drones Launched

at Kuwait Between February 28, 2026 and April 1, 2026
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Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbollah Response

Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 71 attacks targeting northern Israeli communities and
Israeli forces and positions in northern Israel and southern Lebanon between 2:00 PM ET on
March 31 and 2:00 PM ET on April 1.[61] The IDF confirmed on April 1 that Hezbollah shot down an
IAF drone over southern Lebanon with a surface-to-air missile overnight between March 31 and April
1.[62]

Hezbollah may have conducted two first-person view (FPV) drone strikes against IDF
positions in southern Lebanon on April 1.[63] Hezbollah has not posted footage of either attack.
The term Hezbollah used to refer to the two April 1 strikes is the same one the group used to describe
previous FPV drone attacks.[64] Hezbollah previously conducted four FPV drone strikes against IDF
armored vehicles in southern Lebanon on March 31 and posted footage of the attacks.[65] Hezbollah has
also used the same term in 2024 to describe a drone attack in 2024, however, two years before the
group’s first confirmed FPV drone attack in March 2026.[66]
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting Israeli Forces and Positions in

Israel Between March 1 and March 31, 2026
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The IDF has continued to strike Hezbollah sites and personnel throughout Lebanon. The IDF
said it killed Hezbollah Southern Front commander Yusuf Ismail Hashem in a strike on Beirut on April
1.[67] The IDF said that Hashem replaced Ali Karaki as Southern Front commander after IDF strikes killed
Karaki in September 2024.[68] The IDF stated that Hashem was responsible for directing Hezbollah’s
ground combat against the IDF in southern Lebanon and rocket attacks on Israel.[69] The IDF also
reportedly killed three Hezbollah-affiliated Amal Movement members in strikes on southern Lebanon on
March 31.[70]

The IDF also continued to target Hezbollah organizations that provide financial services. The IDF struck
Hezbollah-linked currency exchanges “Boa Chance” and “Trade Point International” in Beirut on April
1.[71] The IDF said the sites laundered money and transferred funds to Hezbollah.[72] The US Treasury
Department sanctioned Trade Point International and its owner in 2016 for providing financial services to
Hezbollah.[73] The IDF has struck several Hezbollah organizations that are part of the group’s social and
financial service network in Lebanon since the start of the conflict.[74] This network is essential to
Hezbollah’s efforts to maintain the support of its Shia base.[75]

The IDF continued to conduct ground operations in southern Lebanon on April 1. The IDF 8th
Armored Brigade (Res.) (91st Division) began ground operations on April 1 to destroy Hezbollah
infrastructure, including observation posts and weapons depots, in southern Lebanon.[76]
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Other Axis of Resistance Response

The Houthis launched ballistic missiles targeting southern Israel on April 1.[77] The IDF
detected ballistic missiles in southern Israel and Israeli air defenses intercepted all the missiles,
according to an Israeli military correspondent.[78] The Houthis claimed that it coordinated the ballistic
missile attack on Israel with Hezbollah and Iran.[79] Iranian media similarly claimed Iran coordinated its
attacks on Israel with Hezbollah and the Houthis.[80] This attack marks the fourth time that the Houthis
have attacked Israel since entering the conflict on March 28.[81]

The US-Israeli combined force continued to strike Iranian-backed Iraqi militia targets to
prevent Iranian-backed militia attacks against US interests and Israel. The combined force
conducted two airstrikes on April 1 targeting the 53rd Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) Brigade
headquarters in Tal Afar, Ninewa Province.[82] The first strike did not cause casualties, but the second
strike, approximately an hour later, killed the commander of the 53rd Brigade’s commando regiment,
three other PMF members, and wounded others.[83] The Badr Organization mourned the commander of
the 53rd Brigade’s death.[84] The 53rd PMF Brigade is affiliated with the Badr Organization.[85]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias continued to target Baghdad International Airport on March 31
and April 1. Iraqgi air defenses at the Baghdad airport intercepted a likely Iranian-backed militia drone
that targeted the airport on March 31.[86] A likely Iranian-backed militia drone later struck the diplomatic
support center at the Baghdad International Airport on March 31 but did not cause casualties, according
to Iragi media.[87] A likely Iranian-backed militia drone also struck near the logistics support
headquarters at the Baghdad International Airport on April 1 but did not cause casualties, according to
Iragi media.[88] Iranian-backed Iraqi militia have continuously targeted the Baghdad International Airport
and its co-located facilities, including the former US military base Camp Victory and the Iragi Mohammad
Alaa Airbase, since the war began.[89]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias likely targeted US forces in Syria on March 31 and April 1.
Multiple sources reported that US air defenses at the Qasrak Base in Hasakah Province intercepted at
least five drones launched from Iraq that targeted the base on March 31.[90] A Syrian source reported
that likely Iranian-backed Iragi militias launched more drones that targeted the base on April 1, but the
source did not indicate whether US air defenses intercepted the drones.[91] Likely Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias previously targeted Qasrak Base with drones on March 28.[92]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias likely targeted UK-owned energy infrastructure in northern Iraq
on April 1.[93] Three drones struck a storage warehouse owned by the Castrol Oil Company near Erbil
City on April 1, while nearby Iraqi air defenses intercepted a fourth drone.[94] The drone strikes started a
fire that severely damaged the warehouse but did not cause casualties.[95]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias and militia front groups continue to claim attacks against US
targets in Iraq and the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq, a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias, claimed on March 31 that it conducted 23 drone attacks against “enemy” bases in Irag and the
region.[96] Likely front group Saraya Awliya al Dam claimed it carried out five attacks against US bases
in the region.[97]

Iranian Internal Security

The IRGC appears to have further consolidated control over Iran’s political system by
sidelining the Iranian president, Masoud Pezeshkian’s government and restricting access to
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Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei. Anti-regime media reported on March 31 that growing friction
between Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and the IRGC has pushed Pezeshkian into a “complete
political deadlock.”[98] The IRGC reportedly blocked Pezeshkian’s decisions, with IRGC Commander Major
General Ahmad Vahidi pressuring him and preventing the selection of a new intelligence minister.[99]
Vahidi reportedly insisted that all sensitive positions must be selected and managed directly by the IRGC
during the war.[100] Anti-regime media also reported on March 31 that a “military council” composed of
senior IRGC officers has assumed control over the regime’s core decision-making apparatus and
established a security perimeter around Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei.[101] The "military council”
reportedly prevented government reports from reaching him and ignored Pezeshkian’s repeated requests
for a meeting with Mojtaba.[102]

Anti-regime media separately reported on March 31 that an “unprecedented crisis” is emerging within
the inner circle of Mojtaba, with some close associates reportedly seeking to remove former Iranian
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Political and Security Affairs, Ali Asghar Hejazi,
from the Supreme Leader’s office.[103] The report added that this effort stems from Hejazi’'s opposition
to Mojtaba’s succession, including warnings that Mojtaba lacks leadership qualifications and that
hereditary succession is incompatible with the “Islamic Republic.”[104] Hejazi reportedly also warned
that Mojtaba’s selection would effectively hand full control of the state to the IRGC and permanently
sideline administrative institutions.[105]

These reports are consistent with earlier reports that the IRGC has expanded its influence over regime
decision-making following Mojtaba Khamenei’s selection as supreme leader.[106] Senior Iranian sources
told Reuters on March 10 that the IRGC “forced through” Mojtaba’s appointment to ensure alignment
with hardline policies and overpowered opposing political and clerical figures.[107] Mojtaba’s inner circle
is dominated by long-standing IRGC commanders, including Ahmad Vahidi, Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf,
and Mohammad Ali Jafari, who played key roles in securing his selection and shaping regime decision-
making.[108] CTP-ISW previously assessed on March 21 that the IRGC has increasingly filled a leadership
vacuum caused by decapitation strikes and Mojtaba’s apparent inability to govern, consolidating control
over political, military, and internal security institutions.[109]

The Iranian regime has continued its nationwide counterintelligence and internal security
operations. The regime conducted mass arrests and disrupted alleged espionage and militant networks
across multiple provinces between March 30 and April 1.[110] Iranian authorities reported over 1,000
arrests in March alone, including individuals for espionage, filming sensitive sites, and supporting
adversary-linked networks.[111] The United Nations Human Rights Office reported on April 1 that
approximately 2,345 individuals have been arrested in Iran since the start of the war on charges related
to national security, including terrorism, dissent, alleged espionage, and “cooperation with the
enemy.”[112]

The regime has also expanded public securitization measures, including the deployment of
security personnel and equipment across civilian infrastructure and the integration of society
into internal defense efforts. Reporting indicates that Iranian forces have operated in at least 70
civilian locations, including schools, hospitals, and mosques.[113] The Basij and affiliated organizations
have also increased recruitment and mobilization efforts, including volunteer registration campaigns and,
in some cases, the use of minors in checkpoint and patrol roles.[114] Iranian authorities have also
reinforced legal deterrence by warning that individuals accused of espionage or collaboration with hostile
actors may face execution and asset seizure.[115]
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Iran Update Special Report,

April 2, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Ben Rezaei, Parker Hempel, Adham Fattah, Nidal Morrison, Kelly Campa, Annika Ganzeveld

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The updates focus on US
and Israeli strikes on Iran and the Axis of Resistance’s response to the strikes. The updates cover events
from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will no longer publish morning updates covering the war with Iran. ISW-CTP will instead
publish threads on its social media channels in the morning that cover the latest developments in the war
and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1. The combined force has begun striking targets in Iran beyond narrowly defined military targets,
such as military vehicles or ammunition depots. The combined force struck the Darou Pakhsh
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company and the Pasteur Institute of Iran in Tehran Province on
April 1 and 2. The Japanese government has listed Darou Pakhsh and the Pasteur Institute of Iran
as entities associated with Iranian biological and chemical weapons activities. The combined force
has also recently targeted Iranian steel factories, which are critical for both Iran’s military
production capabilities and the Iranian economy.

2. US President Donald Trump stated that the United States’ “strategic objectives” for the war are
“nearing completion” during a press conference on April 1. Trump said that the United States will
continue the war effort until US objectives are “fully achieved.” Trump said that the United States
will strike Iran over the “next two to three weeks” while indirect talks between the United States
and Iran continue.

3. US forces struck the B1 (Bileghan) Bridge connecting Tehran and Karaj, Alborz Province, on April 2
to disrupt Iran’s ability to transfer missiles to western Iran. A US official told Axios on April 2 that
Iran used the bridge to transport missiles and missile components from Tehran to launch sites in
western Iran. Iran has increasingly launched missiles from central Iran as the combined force has
degraded its ability to launch missiles from western Iran. Iran may seek to transfer missiles to
western Iran that do not have a sufficient range to reach Israel if they are launched from central
Iran.

4. Hezbollah may be increasing fire at Israel during Passover to impose psychological impacts on
Israeli civilians. Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said on April 2 that Hezbollah Secretary General
Naim Qassem will pay a “very heavy price” for “the intensified fire toward Israeli civilians as
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they...celebrate Passover.”

Toplines

The combined force has begun striking targets in Iran beyond narrowly defined military targets, such as
military vehicles or ammunition depots. The combined force struck the Darou Pakhsh Pharmaceutical
Manufacturing Company and the Pasteur Institute of Iran in Tehran Province on April 1 and 2. The
Japanese government has listed Darou Pakhsh and the Pasteur Institute of Iran as entities associated with
Iranian biological and chemical weapons activities. The combined force has also recently targeted Iranian
steel factories, which are critical for both Iran’s military production capabilities and the Iranian economy.

US President Donald Trump stated that the United States’ “strategic objectives” for the war are “nearing
completion” during a press conference on April 1. Trump said that the United States will continue the war
effort until US objectives are “fully achieved.” Trump said that the United States will strike Iran over the
“next two to three weeks” while indirect talks between the United States and Iran continue.

US forces struck the B1 (Bileghan) Bridge connecting Tehran and Karaj, Alborz Province, on April 2 to
disrupt Iran’s ability to transfer missiles to western Iran. A US official told Axios on April 2 that Iran used
the bridge to transport missiles and missile components from Tehran to launch sites in western Iran. Iran
has increasingly launched missiles from central Iran as the combined force has degraded its ability to
launch missiles from western Iran. Iran may seek to transfer missiles to western Iran that do not have a
sufficient range to reach Israel if they are launched from central Iran.

Hezbollah may be increasing fire at Israel during Passover to impose psychological impacts on Israeli
civilians. Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said on April 2 that Hezbollah Secretary General Naim
Qassem will pay a “very heavy price” for “the intensified fire toward Israeli civilians as they...celebrate
Passover.”

US and Israeli Air Campaign

The combined force continued to target Iranian military bases and missile sites. The IDF stated
on April 2 that it struck the Artesh Joint Staff headquarters in Tehran.[1] The Artesh Joint Staff coordinates
between the Artesh’s service branches, determines the Artesh’s logistical requirements, and reviews the
Artesh’s proposed budget, among other tasks.[2] Satellite imagery from March 29 confirms that the
combined force struck the IRGC Navy Besat Barracks in Shiraz, Fars Province.[3] The Besat Barracks
houses anti-ship missiles and supports IRGC Navy forces in southern Iran, including in Bandar Abbas,
Bandar Lengeh, and Bushehr.[4] The strike on this base is likely part of the combined force’'s ongoing
effort to degrade Iran’s ability to disrupt shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. Anti-regime media separately
reported on April 2 that the combined force struck the IRGC Quds Barracks near Mashhad Airport in
Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi.[5] The combined force conducted strikes in Mashhad for the first time on
March 25.[6] The IDF also stated on April 2 that it struck an unspecified ballistic missile storage site in
Tabriz, East Azerbaijan Province.[7] The combined force previously struck the Amand Missile Base near
Tabriz on February 28.[8]

US forces struck the Bl (Bileghan) Bridge connecting Tehran and Karaj, Alborz Province, on
April 2 to disrupt Iran’s ability to transfer missiles to western Iran.[9] US President Donald
Trump stated on April 2 that US strikes destroyed the bridge and warned Iran to “make a deal before it's
too late.”[10] A US official told Axios on April 2 that Iran used the bridge to transport missiles and missile
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components from Tehran to launch sites in western Iran.[11] The combined force has significantly
degraded Iran’s ability to launch missiles from western Iran since the war began on February 28. Iran has
increasingly launched missiles from central Iran as the combined force has degraded its ability to launch
missiles from western Iran. Iran may seek to transfer missiles to western Iran that do not have a sufficient
range to reach Israel if they are launched from central Iran.[12] Haj Qassem (1,400-kilometer range),
Fattah (1,400-kilometer range), and Kheibar Shekan (1,450-kilometer range) ballistic missiles cannot
reach Israel from Esfahan in central Iran due to their shorter ranges, for example.[13]

The combined force conducted several strikes targeting islands in the Persian Gulf on April 1
and 2. The combined force likely struck warehouses at a port in eastern Qeshm Island on April 1.[14]
Satellite imagery from April 2 showed a large smoke plume rising from the port.[15] It is unclear what
the warehouses stored, but Iran stores naval assets on Qeshm Island that it can use to attack vessels in
the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz, such as uncrewed vessels.[16] Iranian media also reported that
the combined force struck a building and docked vessels on Hengam Island.[17] Hengam is a smaller
island located south of Qeshm.

The combined force has continued its decapitation campaign against Iranian military,
intelligence, and political officials. The combined force has targeted the following individuals since
ISW-CTP’s last data cutoff:

¢ Ali Montazeri: Montazeri was an Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) official and
reportedly an Intelligence Ministry officer.[18]

e Kamal Kharrazi: The combined force targeted Strategic Council on Foreign Relations Chairman
Kamal Kharrazi at his home in Tehran Province on April 1, severely injuring Kharrazi, according to
Iranian media.[19] Kharrazi was a senior and trusted member of former Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei’s inner circle.[20]

e Mokkarram Azimi: The IDF announced on April 2 that it killed the commander of a central ballistic
missile unit in Kermanshah Province, Mokkarram Azimi, as well as several battalion commanders in
the same unit who were responsible for dozens of missile launches at Israel.[21] Strikes on missile
unit commanders such as Azimi likely explain, in part, why Iran has struggled to conduct large-
scale missile barrages at Israel.

e Mohammad Ali Fathali Zadeh: The combined force killed Fatehin Battalions Commander
Brigadier General Mohammad Ali Fathali Zadeh.[22] The Fatehin Battalions are special forces
within the Basij Organization that participate in crackdowns on protests, including in January
2026.[23] Fatehin Battalions personnel deployed to Syria to defend the Assad regime.[24]
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US and Israeli Strikes in Iran

Between April 1, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and April 2, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iranian Response
Iran launched over 20 missiles targeting Israel between April 1 and 2.[25] The IDF said on April

2 that Iran launched about 20 missiles within a 24-hour period.[26] One ballistic missile impacted in

Petah Tikva, central Israel, on April 2.[27] At least two of the missiles that Iran launched during the 24-
hour period contained warheads with cluster munitions.[28] The launch of 20 missiles within a 24-hour
period represents a slight uptick in the volume of Iranian fire targeting Israel in recent days. Iran has fired
around 10 to 15 missiles targeting Israel per day in recent weeks.[29] The IDF assessed that Iran tried to

launch “dozens” more ballistic missiles during the 24-hour period, but that IDF airstrikes thwarted these

efforts.[30]
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Iranian and Axis Retaliatory Strikes in the Middle East
Between April 1, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and April 2, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iran continued to conduct drone and missile attacks against the Gulf states. The Emirati
Defense Ministry reported that it intercepted 26 drones and nine ballistic missiles on April 2.[31] The
Kuwaiti Armed Forces said that it intercepted 13 drones and two cruise missiles on April 2.[32] The
Bahrain Defense Force reported that it intercepted 10 drones and two missiles on April 2.[33] The Qatari
Defense Ministry also said that it intercepted several Iranian drones on April 2.[34] The Saudi Defense
Ministry reported that it intercepted four drones on April 2.[35] ISW-CTP has observed a slight decrease in
Iranian attacks targeting Saudi Arabia since March 23 (see below). Iran reportedly decided to limit its
attacks on Saudi Arabia due to concerns that continued strikes could trigger a direct Saudi military
response, according to two sources speaking to Israeli media on March 22.[36]
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles and Drones Launched

at Saudi Arabia Between March 1, 2026 and April 2, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates Between February 28, 2026 and April 2, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles and Drones Launched

at Kuwait Between February 28, 2026 and April 2, 2026
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Iranian Missiles and Drones Launched

at Bahrain Between February 28, 2026 and April 2, 2026
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The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs announced that Iran agreed to allow Philippine-
affiliated vessels to safely transit through the Strait of Hormuz.[37] The Philippines’ Foreign
Affairs Secretary, Ma Theresa P. Lazaro, spoke with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi on April
2.[38] Araghchi told Lazaro that Iran will allow the safe passage of Philippine-flagged vessels, energy
sources, and Filipino sailors through the strait.[39] Araghchi reiterated on April 1 that Iran will only allow
vessels that are not "involved” in the US-Israeli war effort against Iran to transit the strait.[40] Senior
officials in Tehran have signaled that they seek to use the Strait of Hormuz and energy flows around it as
points of leverage that Iran can use after the war to extract concessions and secure its strategic
aims.[41]

Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbollah Response

Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 28 attacks targeting Israeli forces in southern Lebanon
between 2:00 PM ET on April 1 and 2:00 PM ET on April 2.[42] Hezbollah claimed that it attacked
IDF units operating in southern Lebanon, particularly near Ainata, Bint Jbeil District, and Qantara and
Taybeh, both in Marjaayoun District, with anti-tank guided missiles, mortar fire, and rockets.[43]
Hezbollah also claimed that it conducted an attack targeting an IDF Merkava tank with an improvised
explosive device near Ainata, Bint Jbeil District.[44] Israeli media reported on April 2 that Hezbollah has
increasingly begun using fiber-optic first-person view (FPV) drones to attack Israeli forces and tanks in
southern Lebanon.[45] Fiber-optic FPV drones are immune to jamming and can be outfitted with strike
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capabilities to conduct precise targeting.[46] The drones have small ranges and generally carry small
payloads.[47] Russia and Ukraine have extensively used FPV drones in their war.[48] Hezbollah did not
claim any FPV drone attacks against the IDF between 2:00 PM ET on April 1 and 2:00 PM ET on April 2.
Hezbollah previously claimed six FPV drone attacks against IDF armored vehicles between March 31 and

April 1.[49]

Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting Israeli Forces and Positions in

Israel Between March 1 and April 1, 2026
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Between March 1, 2026

and April 1, 2026 By Type
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Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 32 attacks targeting IDF infrastructure and Israeli
communities in northern Israel between 2:00 PM ET on April 1 and 2:00 PM ET on April 2.[50]
Hezbollah claimed that it targeted multiple IDF positions and bases in northern Israel, including the 146th
Reserve Division Headquarters in Jaatoun and the IDF Northern Command Headquarters in Safed.[51]
146th Reserve Division units are operating in southwestern Lebanon near Nagoura, according to a
geospatial analyst on March 24.[52]
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Hezbollah may be increasing fire at Israel during Passover to impose psychological impacts
on Israeli civilians. Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said on April 2 that Hezbollah Secretary General
Naim Qassem will pay a “very heavy price” for “the intensified fire toward Israeli civilians as
they...celebrate Passover.”[53] Hezbollah claimed that it launched rocket barrages at multiple northern
Israeli towns, including Krayot, Kiryat Shmona, Shlomi, Metula, and Nahariya.[54] Israeli media reported
on April 2 that multiple Hezbollah rocket attacks on northern Israeli towns caused damage and injuries,
including Hezbollah rocket attacks that injured two people in Kiryat Shmona and two people in Biina.[55]

ISW-CTP has also observed a slight uptick in the volume of Iranian ballistic missile fire targeting Israel,
coinciding with Passover (see above). It is unclear if this uptick indicates a concerted Iranian effort to
increase its rate of missile fire at Israel during Passover, however.

The IDF has continued to strike Hezbollah sites and personnel throughout Lebanon. The IDF
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announced that the IAF struck dozens of Hezbollah headquarters, weapons depots, launch sites, and anti-
tank missile launch positions and killed 40 Hezbollah operatives in Lebanon over the past 24 hours.[56]
The IDF Navy also “precisely attacked” a Hezbollah weapons depot in southern Lebanon.[57] An Israeli
military correspondent reported on April 2 that the IDF has killed around 1,000 Hezbollah operatives,
including hundreds of Radwan Force members, since the start of Israeli operations in Lebanon on March
2.[58]

The IDF continued to conduct ground operations in southern Lebanon on April 2:

e Southeastern Lebanon: The IDF reported on April 2 that 91st Territorial Division units killed
members of a Hezbollah cell and destroyed dozens of Hezbollah sites, including observation posts
and anti-tank missile launch sites.[59] A geospatial analyst reported that the 91st Division’s 84th
(Givati) Infantry Brigade and 401st Armored Brigade advanced toward Ainata, Bint Jbeil District, on
March 28.[60] 36th Division forces engaged three Hezbollah fighters on motorcycles in southern
Lebanon.[61] The 36th Division has killed around 10 Hezbollah fighters and destroyed dozens of
Hezbollah sites in the past 24 hours, according to the IDF.[62] 36th Division units are operating in
Taybeh, Marjaayoun District, according to a geospatial intelligence analyst on March 24.[63]

e Central Southern Lebanon: The 401st Armored Brigade and 933rd (Nahal) Brigade, which both
operate under the 162nd Division, located numerous Hezbollah weapons caches that included anti-
tank missiles, Kalashnikov rifles, ammunition, and grenades.[64] The IDF separately reported on
April 2 that two Nahal Brigade soldiers were "lightly wounded” during an engagement with a
Hezbollah fighter in southern Lebanon.[65] The Nahal Brigade soldiers engaged the Hezbollah
fighter at close range and killed the fighter. The Nahal Brigade soldiers seized weapons, including
grenades, and vests from the engagement site.[66] An OSINT source claimed that IDF units entered
Beit Lif and Rachaf, both in Bint Jbeil District, on April 2.[67]

e Southwestern Lebanon: The IDF reported that the 146th Division has destroyed more than 180
Hezbollah sites, including anti-tank missile launch sites, observation posts, underground shelters,
and weapons depots, since the start of the Israeli campaign in Lebanon.[68] The 146th Division has
reportedly advanced near al Biyyadah, Tyre District, in southwestern Lebanon, according to a
geospatial analyst on March 27.[69]

Other Axis of Resistance Response

The Houthis launched a ballistic missile targeting southern Israel on April 2.[70] The IDF
intercepted the missile, according to an Israeli military correspondent.[71] The Houthis claimed that they
coordinated the missile attack with Hezbollah and Iran.[72] This attack marks the fifth time that the
Houthis have attacked Israel since entering the conflict on March 28.[73] The Houthis’ involvement in the
war thus far appears calibrated to try to avoid an immediate escalation with the United States and
Israel.[74] Unspecified European officials told Bloomberg on March 30 that Iran is pushing the Houthis to
prepare for a renewed campaign against international shipping in the Red Sea if the United States
“further escalat[es]” against Iran.[75]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias and militia front groups continue to claim attacks against US
targets in Iraq and the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq, which is a coalition of Iranian-
backed Iraqi militias, claimed on April 1 that it conducted 41 drone attacks against US bases in Irag and
the region.[76] Likely front group Saraya Awliya al Dam claimed on April 1 that it conducted six attacks
against US bases in Irag and the region.[77] The US State Department issued a warning on April 2 that
Iranian-backed Iragi militias may conduct attacks targeting US citizens and interests in central Baghdad
in the next 24-48 hours.[78]
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The Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee issued a statement on April 2 that demanded
that the Iraqi government “punish” Jordan for allegedly allowing the United States to launch
strikes targeting Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) units from Jordanian territory by closing
the land border crossing between Iraq and Jordan.[79] The Iraqi Resistance Coordination
Committee includes Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias Kataib Hezbollah, Asaib Ahl al Haqg, Harakat Hezbollah al
Nujaba, Harakat Ansar Allah Awfiya, and Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada.[80] Many Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias, including Coordination Committee members, control PMF brigades that answer to Iran instead of
the Iragi prime minister.[81] The combined force has repeatedly struck units controlled by Iraqi
Resistance Coordination Committee members since the start of the conflict.[82]

The US-Israeli combined force continued to strike Iranian-backed Iraqi militia targets to
prevent Iranian-backed militia attacks against US interests and Israel. The combined force
struck two Tribal Mobilization Forces brigades in Anbar and Ninewa provinces on April 2.[83] Tribal

Mobilization Forces brigades are typically largely comprised of Sunnis.[84]

Likely Kataib Hezbollah front group Alwiyat al Waad al Haq threatened on April 1 to attack
the Emirati Barakah Nuclear Power Plant in Abu Dhabi, the UAE, due to the Emirati
government’s alleged support for the US-Israeli campaign against Iran.[85] This group
previously claimed several drone attacks against Emirati targets in 2021 and 2022.[86]
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Iran Update Special Report,

April 3, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Ria Reddy, Parker Hempel, Ben Rezaei, Daniel Mealie, Kelly Campa, Brian Carter

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The updates focus on US
and Israeli strikes on Iran and the Axis of Resistance’s response to the strikes. The updates cover events
from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will no longer publish morning updates covering the war with Iran. ISW-CTP will instead
publish threads on its social media channels in the morning that cover the latest developments in the war
and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1.

Iran’s ballistic missile program is a military organization that consists of both combat and support
elements. and it is impossible to evaluate the overall degradation of Iran’s ballistic missile program
based on one element of the system. The ballistic missile program consists of combat elements
such as Iran’s missile stockpile and launchers, but it also includes support elements, such as
research facilities, development institutions, and industrial facilities.

. The majority of Iranian ballistic missiles are combat ineffective, even if they remain “intact.” A

missile launcher that is buried is combat ineffective for the period it is buried. It is also combat
ineffective if it cannot move from its underground storage facility.

. The combined force has rendered many of Iran’s missile launchers combat ineffective, but it is

entirely unclear whether these “launchers” refer to launchers for medium-range or short-range
systems or whether any of the launchers are interchangeable between medium-range and short-
range systems.

. The US-Israeli campaign has solidified the operational success generated by rendering launchers

combat ineffective and destroying missile stockpiles by targeting Iran’s defense industrial base
extensively. Strikes on these sites will make it more challenging for Iran to reconstitute its missile
and drone program over the long-term.

. Unspecified US and Israeli officials confirmed that Iran shot down a US Air Force F-15E over Iran on

April 3. This incident is the first known US combat aircraft lost over Iranian territory since the
beginning of the war.

The IDF announced that it has prepared a plan to establish a “security zone” along the Israel-
Lebanon border, which includes the destruction of Lebanese villages within the defined zone.
Hezbollah would likely use the expanded Israeli presence in southern Lebanon and the

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



displacement of southern Lebanese Shia to justify its position as the “defender” of Lebanon.

Toplines

Iran’s ballistic missile program is a military organization that consists of both combat and
support elements, and it is impossible to evaluate the overall degradation of Iran’s ballistic
missile program based on one element of the system. The ballistic missile program consists
of combat elements—Iran’s missile stockpile and launchers—but it also includes support
elements, such as research facilities, development institutions, and industrial facilities. Any
evaluation of the degradation that discounts the status of the support elements of the
program is therefore incomplete. The US-Israeli campaign has targeted nearly every element of
Iran’s ballistic program (see below).

The majority of Iranian ballistic missiles are combat ineffective, even if they remain
“intact.”[1] About 50 percent of Iranian missile launchers are still “intact,” according to recent US
intelligence assessments.[2] This figure, however, appears to include launchers that have been damaged
or rendered inaccessible. A unit is considered combat ineffective when it cannot accomplish its assigned
mission. A unit does not necessarily need to be destroyed to be considered combat ineffective. A missile
launcher that is buried is combat ineffective for the period it is buried. It is also combat ineffective if it
cannot move from its underground storage facility.[3]

Assessing Iran’s missile threat accurately requires distinguishing between different missile
types. Iran possesses short-, medium-, and long-range ballistic missiles in its arsenal. Iran relies on
medium-range ballistic missiles to target Israel. Iran fires its short-range missiles to target Gulf states and
US assets in these countries. Estimates on the status of Iran’s missile program do not distinguish
between the two, which limits the ability to use these estimates to completely understand the status of
Iran’s missile program.

The combined force has rendered many of Iran’s missile launchers combat ineffective, but it
is entirely unclear whether these “launchers” refer to launchers for medium-range or short-
range systems or whether any of the launchers are interchangeable between medium-range
and short-range systems. The combined force has struck several tunnel entrances and at least five
underground missile facilities to prevent Iranian forces from being able to access missile launchers in
these facilities.[4] CNN analyzed 107 Iranian tunnel entrances on March 21 and found that the combined
force had struck 77 percent of the tunnel entrances.[5] The status of the launchers in these underground
facilities is unclear, but striking these tunnel entrances has at least temporarily rendered these launchers
combat ineffective. The combined force has also targeted Iran’s efforts to clear rubble from collapsed
tunnel entrances.[6] Western media also reported that Iran retains 50 percent of its drone capabilities.[7]
Combat ineffectiveness is a temporary state, but other combined force strikes have worked to make it
more difficult for Iran to make its ballistic missile forces combat effective again (see below for information
on defense industrial strikes).

The rate of Iranian missile fire suggests that Iran’s medium-range ballistic missile force has
been significantly degraded. The US military assessed that Iranian missile fire has reduced by around
90 percent since the start of the war.[8] ISW-CTP previously observed that Iran has been firing only a few
missiles per salvo, and sometimes just one, at Israel in recent weeks.[9] Smaller salvoes are relatively
easier for the IDF to intercept, as demonstrated by their performance against small Houthi salvoes
between 2023 and 2025.
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The short-range ballistic missile force has continued to conduct attacks at a steady rate, but
the status of the short-range missile force remains unclear. Iranian missile fire targeting the Gulf
states has remained relatively steady since the start of the war, excluding Iran’s large missile launches
targeting the UAE on the first day of the war. Iran’s relatively consistent rate of missile fire at the Gulf
states in the weeks since may reflect constraints in specific types of missiles compared to others. The
status of Iranian short-range missile capabilities, which target the Gulf states, is difficult to assess using
open-source information at this time. Missile fire at the Gulf states has remained relatively steady in
recent weeks, but there is limited clarity about how large the remaining stockpiles are and what tactical
limitations the Iranian short-range missile units are facing.

The combined force has also targeted Iran’s drone program, including drone launchers, but the status of
the program is unclear.[10] Western media estimated that Iran retains 50 percent of its drone

capabilities.[11] Neither the United States nor Israel has released information about the total number of
drone targets struck, but reports suggest drone launches have decreased since the start of the war.[12]

US-Israeli strikes, particularly decapitation strikes, have also created a pervasive fear that
may be cause Iranian forces to prioritize their survival and impede their ability to execute
their assigned mission. US and Israeli strikes have severely degraded Iran’s medium-range missile
capabilities. Iranian missile fire targeting Israel has steadily declined since the beginning of the war. Iran
has, on average, fired only a few missiles per salvo at Israel since March 20. This impact is less clear
within the short-range missile force. US Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth stated on March 31 that
combined force airstrikes have degraded the Iranian military’s morale and even led to “widespread
desertions, key personnel shortages, and caused frustrations amongst senior leaders.[13] The IDF stated
on March 24 that ballistic missile units have refused to go to launch sites due to fear of IDF strikes.[14]
Iranian forces also appear to be struggling with recruitment and retention.[15] Some reserve forces have
reportedly failed to show up at military centers, for example.[16] These factors can render missile
systems combat ineffective because they lack available or willing forces to operate them.

The US-Israeli campaign has solidified the operational success generated by rendering
launchers combat ineffective and destroying missile stockpiles by targeting Iran’s defense
industrial base extensively. Strikes on these sites will make it more challenging for Iran to
reconstitute its missile and drone program over the long-term. Iran retains an unclear number of
missiles and drones in its stockpiles, but ongoing strikes on Iranian defense industrial sites degrade Iran’s
ability to rebuild these stockpiles. Iran has also used a sizable portion of its weapons stockpiles in attacks
on Israel and the Gulf since the war began. The force has conducted extensive strikes targeting Iran’s
missile and drone production capabilities. The IDF announced on March 31 that it estimates that it has
targeted nearly 70 percent of Iran’s defense industry.[17] Combined force strikes have severely damaged
Iran’s four major missile production sites, including the Khojir, Shahroud, Parchin, and Hakimiyeh
facilities, for example.[18] Strikes on defense industrial targets have degraded several components of the
missile program, including research, fuel production, components, and testing facilities. The combined
force has targeted Iran’s steel production capabilities, which are critical for Iran’s ballistic missile
production capabilities.[19] Iran has ceased operations at its main steel production facility in Esfahan
Province, due to damage from repeated airstrikes.[20] The IDF announced on April 3 that it had
destroyed 70 percent of Iran’s steel production capacity.[21]
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Concentration of US-Israeli Strikes by Location Since February 28

As of April 3, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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The pattern of recorded US-Israeli strikes shows a gradual shift towards targets in central
and eastern Iran in more recent weeks of the campaign, but this effect could be the result of
existing data limitations. The map above depicts reported and confirmed combined force airstrikes
throughout the five weeks of the campaign. The strike data is aggregated in a series of tessellated cells
in which each cell represents the average date of reported strikes within a given area. The combined
force concentrated airstrikes targeting West Azerbaijan, East Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, Kermanshah, and
Sistan and Baluchistan provinces at the beginning of the campaign, for example. The combined force
gradually began to target Gilan, Yazd, Markazi, and Mazandaran provinces in central Iran at a greater
scale during the later weeks of the campaign. The combined force has consistently struck Iranian targets
in Tehran and Esfahan provinces throughout the campaign, likely given both regions relative importance
to the Iranian military and defense industrial apparatus.

This map only depicts a small sample of the combined force’s overall strike pattern and reflects the data
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limitations created by several conditions, including the Iranian regime’s internet shutdown. Unverified
textual reporting on strikes was excluded from the assessment. Restrictions upon commercially available
satellite imagery limit ISW-CTP’s ability to visually confirm strikes. ISW-CTP defines confirmed airstrikes
as kinetic activity that Israel or the United States confirmed through official channels or that were
geolocated by visual means. ISW-CTP defines reported airstrikes as kinetic activity reported by
authoritative sources with or without footage, but has not been confirmed with collaborative evidence.

Unspecified US and Israeli officials confirmed that Iran shot down a US Air Force F-15E over
Iran on April 3.[22] This incident is the first known US combat aircraft lost over Iranian territory since
the beginning of the war.[23] An unspecified Israeli official and a second source with knowledge of the
situation told Axios on April 3 that the two crew members ejected safely after the aircraft was hit.[24]
Unspecified US and Israeli sources told the New York Times on April 3 that US forces rescued one crew
member and are searching for a second crew member.[25] An unspecified senior Israeli official told Axios
on April 3 that Israel canceled planned strikes in Iran to avoid disrupting the rescue effort.[26]
Unspecified US officials told CBS News on April 3 that two helicopters participated in the search-and-
rescue mission and recovered the F-15E pilot after ejection.[27] The officials added that small arms fire
hit the helicopter carrying the recovered pilot, wounding crew members on board, but that the helicopter
landed safely.[28] A US A-10 Warthog involved in the search and rescue mission crashed near the Strait
of Hormuz.[29] Unspecified US officials said that the aircraft came under Iranian fire and was
damaged.[30] The pilot was safely recovered.[31]
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US and Israeli Strikes in Iran

Between April 2, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and April 3, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iran has reportedly informed mediators that Iran is unwilling to meet US demands for a
ceasefire and will not meet US officials in Islamabad for talks in the coming talks.[32] Pakistan
has mediated indirect talks between the United States and Iran over the past week.[33] Unspecified
mediators told the Wall Street Journal on April 3 that the talks have reached a “dead end.”[34] Turkey
and Egypt are reportedly considering new proposals and venues for the talks.[35]

The IDF announced that it has prepared a plan to establish a “security zone” along the Israel-
Lebanon border, which includes the destruction of Lebanese villages within the defined
zone.[36] The IDF told Israeli media on April 3 that the IDF’s “security zone” will expand between two
and four kilometers north of the Israel-Lebanon border, depending on terrain.[37] The IDF stated that the
plan would include the destruction of "first line” Lebanese towns between Kfar Kila, Marjaayoun District,
and Naqoura, Tyre District, except for a "small number” of Lebanese Christian villages.[38] The IDF said
that the plan is an adaptation of the October 2025 “Yellow Line” demarcation plan in Gaza.[39] A senior
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IDF officer said that the plan will avoid complications encountered in the 1982-2000 Israeli occupation of
southern Lebanon by depopulating the buffer zone entirely.[40] The IDF would also establish a line of
outposts to establish control over the zone.[41] The IDF plan would reportedly not seek to completely
dismantle Hezbollah as a part of its campaign objectives in Lebanon but rather "weaken” the group.[42]
A senior IDF officer told an Israeli Army Radio correspondent that a smaller security zone along the
border will be easier for the IDF to control and defend.[43]

Hezbollah would likely use the expanded Israeli presence in southern Lebanon and the
displacement of southern Lebanese Shia to justify its position as the “defender” of Lebanon.
Hezbollah has consistently argued that the group must continue to retain its weaponry to “defend”
Lebanon against Israeli invasion and “liberate” Lebanese territory from Israeli control.[44] The
destruction of southern Lebanese villages along the Lebanon-Israel border and the displacement of the
predominantly Shia southern Lebanese population could result in Hezbollah garnering more support from
its Shia support base and strengthening Hezbollah’s narrative that the group remains a viable “defender”
of Lebanon.

US and Israeli Air Campaign

The combined force strikes killed an IRGC Aerospace officer on April 1 as part of the
decapitation campaign against Iranian military officials. Iranian media reported on April 3 that the
combined force killed IRGC officer Mohammad Hossein Sufi in Khorramabad, Lorestan Province, on April
1.[45] Lorestan Province’s IRGC Public Relations Department reported that Sufi had deployed alongside
IRGC Aerospace Forces personnel during the current conflict.[46] IRGC-affiliated media reported that Sufi
spent six years in Syria, which suggests that Sufi participated in Iran’s expeditionary operations in
support of the Assad regime during the Syrian civil war.[47]

The combined force struck a likely IRGC Ground Forces munitions depot in Esfahan Province
as part of its effort to degrade Iranian internal security institutions. The combined force struck a
likely munitions depot at the IRGC Ground Forces 14th Imam Hossein Division’s base in Esfahan Province
on April 2.[48] The combined force previously struck buildings in the central and northern parts of the
division’s complex on March 8 and possibly again on March 22.[49] The Imam Hossein Division deployed
to Syria to fight for the Assad regime during the Syrian civil war.[50] The regime has also historically
deployed IRGC Ground Forces units to suppress internal unrest.[51]

The combined force struck the Laser and Plasma Research Institute (LAPRI) on April 3, which
is a specialized research center at Shahid Beheshti University in Tehran Province.[52] The
Shahid Beheshti University plays a role in Iranian nuclear weapons research and development, including
researching centrifuge cascades, uranium separation, and neutron transport.[53] The university also
cooperates with the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran.[54] The European Union listed Shahid Beheshti
University in 2011 as an entity owned or controlled by the Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces
Logistics (MODAFL) that carries out scientific research related to nuclear weapons.[55] The LAPRI, a
subordinate research institute at Shahid Beheshti University, contributes to research on lasers, photonics,
and plasma for defense industries and sciences.[56] Israel killed five senior nuclear scientists from the
university during the opening days of the June 2025 Israel-Iran War, including Mohammad Mehdi
Tehranchi.[57] Tehranchi served as a supervisor in Iran’s pre-2004 Amad Plan and previously served as
vice chancellor for research at the LAPRI and as head of Shahid Beheshti University.[58]

The combined force struck underground fuel storage tanks at two Artesh Tactical Air Bases
(TAB), including the 8th TAB in Esfahan Province and the 10th TAB in Sistan and Baluchistan
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Province.[59] The combined force previously struck Iranian F-14 Tomcat fighter aircraft at the 8th
TAB.[60] The base hosts F-14s.[61] The combined force also struck the underground fuel complex at the
10th TAB in Konarak, Sistan and Baluchistan Province.[62] The combined force previously struck
buildings where Iranian air force planes were parked at the 10th TAB.[63] The combined force has also
targeted refineries.[64] The combined force has targeted Iran’s fuel stockpile as well as refineries to
hinder Iran’s ability to replace the stockpiles.

Iranian Response

Iran has launched at least nine missiles targeting Israel since ISW-CTP’s last data cut off on
April 2.[65] This figure is estimated from IDF and Israeli media reports about IDF-issued missile
detections and interceptions. Iran launched the missiles in eight waves of attacks, which suggests that
most of the launches only contained one or two missiles.[66] This rate is consistent with recent Iranian
launch rates targeting Israel over the past few weeks, but Iran has fired slightly fewer barrages targeting
Israel in the past three days.[67] The IDF intercepted several of the missiles, while at least two missiles
likely failed mid-flight over Israel.[68] At least two missiles contained cluster munitions, which dispersed
over the Haifa and Krayot areas.[69]
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Iranian and Axis Retaliatory Strikes in the Middle East

Between April 2, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and April 3, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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YEMEN

Iranian strikes and intercepted fragments damaged several Gulf energy facilities on April 3.
Iran continues to target Gulf energy infrastructure, which is part of the Iranian effort to drive up global
energy prices and coerce the Gulf states into pressuring the United States and Israel to end their
campaign. An Iranian drone struck Kuwait’'s Mina al Ahmadi Refinery, causing a fire.[70] The Kuwaiti
government also acknowledged that an Iranian attack inflicted “material damage” to an unspecified
Kuwaiti power and water desalination plant.[71] Iran previously attacked a Kuwaiti desalination plant on
March 29.[72] Debris from an unspecified Iranian projectile led to two fires and caused "significant
damage” to Abu Dhabi’'s Habshan Gas Complex.[73] At least one person was killed.[74]
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Iranian Strikes Targeting Gulf Oil and Gas Facilities

Between April 2, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and April 3, 2026 at 8:00 AM ET
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Iran fired slightly more projectiles targeting the UAE on April 3 than on any day within the
last week. Iran fired 47 drones, 18 ballistic missiles, and four cruise missiles targeting the UAE and killed
at least one person (as noted above).[75] The volume of Iranian missile and drone fire targeting the UAE
this week is about less than half of the volumes that Iran fired during the first week of the war, however
(see graph below). The drop in volume after the first week of the war is likely the result of combined force
strikes targeting Iranian missile and drone assets.
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Iran continues to launch cruise missiles targeting Gulf states. Iran launched four cruise missiles
targeting the UAE and two cruise missiles targeting Kuwait on April 3.[76] Iran has launched at least 45
cruise missiles targeting Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE since the beginning of the war.[77]
Iran has used cruise missiles to target civilian ships in the Persian Gulf and also the Gulf states’ territory.

Iran fired 16 drones targeting Bahrain on April 3.[78] Bahrain intercepted all of the drones.[79]
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Iran fired 26 drones, seven ballistic missiles, and two cruise missiles targeting Kuwait on
April 3.[80] A drone and an unspecified munition inflicted damage to a Kuwaiti oil refinery and
desalination plant, respectively, as noted above.[81]

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at Kuwait
Between February 28, 2026 and April 3, 2026

Drones @ Ballistic Missiles @) Cruise Missiles

400

376

Kuwait did not announce attacks on February
28, March 2-5, and March 11. Kuwait did
announce 283 ballistic missile attacks and 93

300 drone attacks on March 1, but it is unclear how
many of these attacks took place on March 1
and how many took place on February 28

200

100

Total Number of Projectiles

Unknown 26 5 18 28 g 2 L 18 15 =
oMl mSm am ocminla. HE _ callccaaxl
q‘,b VY DS X D b A D Q\Q\\\‘L\’b\b‘\‘o\b\’\\%\Q(Qq,\rﬂr{b%bt@%b,{/\ (1"23(\9,505\.\\ N

O AT XX O A
ST S S S S T R S o agts S S S S SRS SN S S s SR o o S N O S N s o SR NN RPN
& S S S S S A S S S S S S O S S S I S S ESER S SEr e Y
G T 0 T PR I I RO N

© 2026 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project. All rights reserved. ms '' ~ ‘‘‘ ~ '''
All data from the Kuwaiti Army. o
CRITICAL
THREATS

Iran fired 14 drones targeting Saudi Arabia on April 3.[82] Saudi air defenses intercepted all of the
drones.[83]
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Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbollah Response

Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 15 attacks targeting Israeli forces in southern Lebanon
between 2:00 PM ET on April 2 and 2:00 PM ET on April 3.[84] This marks the lowest number of
claimed Hezbollah attacks against Israeli forces in southern Lebanon since March 19. Hezbollah claimed it
detonated an improvised explosive device targeting Israeli forces near al Biyyadah, Tyre District.[85]
Hezbollah also claimed that it conducted four rocket and mortar attacks on IDF forces near Ainata, Bint
Jebeil District.[86]
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting Israeli Forces and Positions in
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Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 29 attacks targeting IDF infrastructure and Israeli
communities in northern Israel between 2:00 PM ET on April 2 and 2:00 PM ET on April 3.[87]
Hezbollah published a video in which it claimed that it launched a rocket targeting the Israeli Ministry of
Defense headquarters in HaKirya, Tel Aviv.[88] An independent missile analyst assessed that the
projectile in the Hezbollah video was a Zelzal rocket that had been retrofitted with a precision guidance
system.[89] Hezbollah also claimed it fired a rocket at the 769th (Hiram) Regional Brigade headquarters
in Kiryat Shmona.[90] Hezbollah claimed it fired seven additional rockets and drone attacks targeting
Kiryat Shmona.[91] Israel issued multiple "Red Alerts” warnings for Kiryat Shmona on April 2 and 3.[92]
An unnamed lieutenant colonel from IDF Northern Command said on April 3 that Hezbollah has between
8,000 and 10,000 rockets left in its arsenal compared with 40,000 before October 2023.[93] The officer
said that Hezbollah still maintains between 300 and 400 operable launchers.[94] The officer also said
that Hezbollah has launched roughly 70 percent of its rocket attacks on Northern Israel since the start of
the war from positions north of the Litani River.[95] ISW-CTP previously assessed on February 28 that
Hezbollah would likely use its long-range weapons to conduct attacks against Israel from central and
northern Lebanon.[96]
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The IDF has continued to strike Hezbollah sites and personnel throughout Lebanon. The IDF
said that it has attacked more than 3,500 targets since the start of Israeli operations in Lebanon on
March 2.[97] The IDF issued evacuation warnings for Lebanese citizens near two bridges that the Litani
River connects Sohmor and Machghara, both in the Western Bekaa District.[98] The IDF reported that
Hezbollah used these bridges to move weapons and personnel from northern Lebanon to southern
Lebanon.[99] The IDF has previously struck five bridges on the Litani River since the start of the Israeli
campaign in Lebanon on March 2.[100]

The IDF continued to conduct ground operations in southern Lebanon on April 2:

¢ Southeastern Lebanon: The Multidimensional (Refaim) Unit (36th Armored Division) has killed
more than 40 Hezbollah fighters and carried out around 75 strikes against Hezbollah infrastructure
since March 2.[101] The IDF announced that the Multidimensional Unit killed three Hezbollah
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operatives who were planning to launch rockets at Israel from southern Lebanon on April 2.[102]

e Central Southern Lebanon: An Israeli military correspondent reported on April 3 that soldiers
from the 50th Battalion, 933rd (Nahal) Infantry Brigade (162nd Division) seized a Hezbollah
weapons cache in southern Lebanon.[103] The cache included several first-person view (FPV)
drones, a sniper rifle, rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs), small arms, and ammunition.[104] ISW-
CTP’s analysis of the imagery indicates that the FPV drones have been fitted with large batteries,
and the manufacturers fitted the drones with rocket-propelled grenades that the drones could drop
on Israeli forces.[105] Hezbollah previously claimed six FPV drone attacks against IDF armored
vehicles between March 31 and April 3.[106] A geospatial analyst reported that the 933rd Infantry
Brigade has advanced toward the center of Beit Lif, Bint Jbeil District.[107] The 933rd Infantry
Brigade’s reported location suggests that the 933rd Infantry Brigade may have uncovered the
Hezbollah weapons cache in the general vicinity of Beit Lif.

e Southwestern Lebanon: The IDF reported on April 3 that the 213th Artillery Brigade (Res.) and
226th Paratroopers Brigade (Res.) (both 146th Armored Division (Res.)) directed airstrikes
targeting Hezbollah operatives in southwestern Lebanon.[108] The 213th Artillery Brigade directed
a separate airstrike that targeted and killed a Hezbollah anti-tank guided missile (ATGM) crew.[109]
The 213th also found and seized rifles, flak jackets, and frag grenades at the ATGM crew’s
position.[110]

Other Axis of Resistance Response

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias and militia front groups continue to claim attacks against US
targets in Iraq and the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance in Irag, which is a coalition of Iranian-
backed Iraqgi militias, claimed on April 2 that it carried out 23 drone and rocket attacks against US bases
in Iraq and the region.[111] Likely front group Saraya Awliya al Dam claimed on April 2 that it conducted
five attacks against US bases in Iraq and the region.[112] Likely front group Jaysh al Ghadab claimed it
launched an unspecified number of drone attacks against “Zionist-American” interests in northern Iraq
and Bahrain on April 2.[113]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias continued to target Baghdad International Airport on April 2 and
3. Likely Iranian-backed Iraqi militia front group Saraya Awliya al Dam released undated FPV drone
footage on April 2 showing an attack targeting fuel tanks at Camp Victory, a former US military base
located at the Baghdad International Airport.[114] An Irag analyst reported on March 17 that Saraya
Awliya al Dam is a front group for Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada.[115] A security source told Iragi media on
April 2 that two likely Iranian-backed Iraqi militia drones struck the diplomatic support center at the
Baghdad International Airport, causing unspecified damage.[116] A separate Iraqi security source told
Iragi media on April 2 that two additional Iranian-backed Iragi militia drones targeted the diplomatic
support center, but neither drone hit the facility.[117] Another Iraqi security source told Iragi media on
April 3 that a likely Iranian-backed Iraqgi militia drone targeted the diplomatic support center but again
failed to hit the facility.[118] Iranian-backed Iragi militia have continuously targeted the Baghdad
International Airport and its co-located facilities, including the former US military base Camp Victory and
the Iragi Mohammad Alaa Airbase, since the war began.[119] Iranian-backed Iraqgi militia Kataib
Hezbollah similarly conducted a FPV drone attack on the Victory Base on March 15.[120]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias targeted the Trebil border crossing on the Irag-Jordan border on
April 2. A security source told Iragi media on April 2 that a likely Iranian-backed Iraqi militia drone
“crashed” near the Irag-Jordan Trebil border crossing in western Anbar Province.[121] The source said
that the drone did not cause any damage or casualties.[122] It is unclear which militia or actor conducted
the attack. A front group for Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba claimed to fire drones targeting US and Israeli
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interests in Jordan on March 24.[123]

The US-Israeli combined force continued to strike Iranian-backed Iraqi militia targets to
prevent Iranian-backed militia attacks against US interests and Israel. An Iraqi security source
told Iragi media on April 2 that an airstrike hit the 30th Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) Brigade in
Bartella, Ninawa Province, causing no casualties.[124] The 30th PMF Brigade is affiliated with the Badr
Organization.[125]

Other Activity
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Iran Update Special Report,

April 4, 2026

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Nidal Morrison, Parker Hempel, Ben Rezaei, Benjamin Schmida, Ria Reddy, Brian Carter

Analyst Notes: Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET.

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
Institute are publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The updates focus on US
and Israeli strikes on Iran and Iran and the Axis of Resistance’s response to the strikes. The updates
cover events from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will no longer publish morning updates covering the war with Iran. ISW-CTP will instead
publish threads on its social media channels in the morning that cover the latest developments in the war
and include relevant maps.

NOTE: Planet Labs has expanded its imagery restrictions with an indefinite hold on satellite imagery
from the region until the end of the conflict. ISW-CTP will be unable to confirm strikes or assess damage
at sites using satellite imagery from Planet Labs. We are exploring other options and methods to confirm
strikes and will continue to confirm strikes where possible.

Key Takeaways

1. The loss of two US aircraft does not indicate that the combined force has lost or is losing air
superiority over Iran. Friendly forces can maintain air superiority even if the enemy is attempting to
shoot down friendly aircraft, so long as the enemy air defenses do not seriously impede friendly
operations. Iranian attempts to challenge US and Israeli air superiority have not seriously impeded
the combined force’s ability to conduct operations over Iran, as demonstrated by the persistent
strikes nationwide.

2. China’s efforts to help Iran reconstitute Iran’s ballistic missile program could undermine the
combined force efforts to degrade or destroy the supporting elements of the ballistic missile
program.

3. The combined force targeted the Iran-Irag border crossing in Shalamcheh, Khuzestan Province,
amid reports that PMF fighters have deployed to Basij bases in the province via the crossing.

Toplines
The loss of two US aircraft does not indicate that the combined force has lost or is losing air

superiority over Iran. Iranian forces shot down a US F-15E and an A-10 on April 3, marking the first
such aircraft losses since the start of the conflict.[1] The combined force has maintained air superiority
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over Iran since the first phase of the campaign by degrading Iranian air and air defense capabilities.[2]
Air superiority is when air power creates the conditions that allow one force to operate at “a given time
and place without prohibitive interference from air and missile threats.”[3] Achieving air superiority does
not mean that there is no risk to aircraft, and air superiority is not constant at all times, in all places, or at
all altitudes.[4] Friendly forces can maintain air superiority even if the enemy is attempting to shoot
down friendly aircraft, so long as the enemy air defenses do not seriously impede friendly operations.
Iranian attempts to challenge US and Israeli air superiority have not seriously impeded the combined
force’s ability to conduct operations over Iran, as demonstrated by the persistent strikes nationwide.

China is helping Iran reconstitute the Iranian missile program amid US-Israeli efforts to
degrade it.The Telegraph reported that five shipments of likely sodium perchlorate, a key precursor for
solid missile propellant, have arrived in Iran from China.[5] All the vessels are owned by the Islamic
Republic of Iran Shipping Line Group (IRISL), which the United States sanctioned in 2021.[6] Four of the
vessels are docked or floating near the port in Chabahar, Sistan and Baluchistan Province, and one of the
vessels is docked or near Bandar Abbas, Hormozgan Province, according to Starboard Maritime
Intelligence. China has previously supplied sodium perchlorate to support Iran’s ballistic missile
program.[7] The combined force has targeted several elements of the Iranian ballistic missile program,
including missile fuel and solid propellant motor production sites. China’s efforts to help Iran reconstitute
could undermine the combined force efforts to degrade or destroy the supporting elements of the
ballistic missile program, however.

Chinese Shipments of Solid Missile Propellant Precursor to Iran
As of April 4, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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US and Israeli Air Campaign

The combined force targeted the Iran-lraq border crossing in Shalamcheh, Khuzestan
Province, on April 4 for at least the second time since the war began as part of its ongoing
efforts to target Iran’s repressive capabilities.[8] Irag has closed the border crossing following the
strikes, according to a security source.[9] The strikes come amid reports that at least 1,000 Popular
Mobilization Forces (PMF) fighters have deployed to Basij bases in Khuzestan Province via the
Shalamcheh crossing.[10] CTP-ISW previously assessed that the regime may be mobilizing PMF fighters,
in part, to strengthen control over previous protest hotspots.[11]

The combined force has continued to degrade Iranian air defense capabilities to maintain air
dominance in Iran. The IDF struck an S-300 surface-to-air (SAM) air defense site in Kahrizak, Tehran
Province, on April 4.[12] It is unclear what part of the site the IDF struck. An S-300 battery consists of
engagement and detection radars, command-and-control centers, fire-control units, and launchers to
operate as a functional SAM system.[13] Israel previously rendered Iran’s three remaining S-300 systems
combat ineffective in October 2024 by destroying their TOMBSTONE radars.[14] Iran reportedly paired
S-300 systems with domestic radars sometime after October 2024.[15]

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) reported that Iran informed it that a projectile
struck near the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP) on April 4.[16] A projectile fragment
reportedly killed one member of the site’s physical protection staff, and shockwaves and fragments
damaged a building on site.[17] The IAEA reported no increase in radiation levels.[18] Rosatom Director
General Alexei Likhachev announced on April 4 that authorities evacuated 198 personnel from the BNPP
as part of an ongoing evacuation operation.[19] Rosatom previously evacuated 163 Russian technicians
from BNPP on March 25.[20]

The IDF struck Iran’s petrochemical facilities in Bandar-e Imam Khomeni, Khuzestan Province,
on April 4, which the IDF said the regime used to manufacture materials for ballistic
missiles.[21] The IDF stated that the strike targeted a site within the complex that constitutes one of
two central facilities used to produce materials for explosives, ballistic missiles, and other weapons,
including a key material necessary for ballistic missile production.[22] The IDF struck Fajr Petrochemical
Company, Rejal Petrochemical Company, and Amir Kabir Petrochemical Company, according to Iranian
media.[23] The United States sanctioned Fajr Petrochemical Company in 2019 for being owned or
controlled by Persian Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company (PGPIC).[24] The United States sanctioned
the PGPIC and its network of subsidiaries in 2019 for providing financial support to Khatam ol Anbia
Construction Headquarters, which is an IRGC-controlled civil engineering and construction firm that
dominates broad swaths of the Iranian economy.[25] The United States sanctioned Amir Kabir
Petrochemical Company in 2023 for materially assisting Triliance Petrochemical Company, a previously
designated firm involved in brokering the sale of Iranian petrochemicals.[26] The US Treasury reported in
February 2023 that Amir Kabir facilitated the export of petrochemical products to buyers in East Asia,
supporting Iranian efforts to evade sanctions and sustain export revenue.[27]

The combined force targeted an Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) radio and
television station in Jamaran, northern Tehran Province, on April 3.[28] Iranian media have
described Jamaran Station as the most important and “strategic” broadcast transmitter in Iran.[29] The
IDF previously targeted the IRIB headquarters in Tehran on March 2, which is similarly responsible for
spreading regime propaganda.[30]

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



US and Israeli Strikes in Iran

Between April 3, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET and April 4, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Iranian Response

Iran has launched at least eight missiles targeting Israel since ISW-CTP’s last data cut off on
April 3.[31] This figure is estimated from IDF and Israeli media reports about IDF-issued missile
detections and interceptions. Iran fired at least one ballistic missile equipped with cluster munitions
toward Israel on April 4.[32] Israeli media reported that cluster munitions from the missile impacted at
least ten locations across central Israel on March 4.[33] The cluster munitions wounded at least six
people in central Israel on April 4, according to Israeli media.[34] Israeli media also reported that cluster
munitions struck near the IDF’s headquarters, the Kirya in Tel Aviv, and struck a nearby school, causing
damage but no casualties in both instances.[35] Iran has continuously launched ballistic missiles
equipped with cluster munitions since the war began on February 28.[36]

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71


https://understandingwar.org/map/us-and-israeli-strikes-in-iran-between-april-3-2026-at-200-pm-et-and-april-4-2026-at-200-pm-et/

Iran continued to conduct drone and missile attacks against certain Gulf states. Neither the
Saudi nor the Qatari defense ministries reported Iranian missile or drone detections since ISW-CTP’s last
data cut off on April 3.[37] This is the first day that Iran has fired no projectiles at Saudi Arabia since the
war began, assuming Saudi Arabia did not report detections because Iran fired no missiles or drones. Iran
continued to launch slightly more drone and ballistic missile attacks against the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) on March 4, however.[38] The Emirati Defense Ministry reported that it intercepted 56 drones and
23 ballistic missiles on April 4.[39] Emirati authorities reported on April 4 that intercepted Iranian
projectile debris fell on the Oracle building in the Dubai Internet City but caused no casualties.[40] The
Kuwaiti Armed Forces separately said that it intercepted 19 drones and 8 ballistic missiles on April 4.[41]
The Bahrain Defense Force also reported that it intercepted 8 drones but no ballistic missiles on April
4.[42]

Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at Saudi Arabia
Between February 28, 2026 and April 4, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates
Between February 28, 2026 and April 4, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at Kuwait
Between February 28, 2026 and April 4, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at Bahrain
Between February 28, 2026 and April 4, 2026
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Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbollah Response

Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 19 attacks targeting Israeli forces in southern Lebanon
between 2:00 PM ET on April 3 and 2:00 PM ET on April 4.[43] Hezbollah claimed eight rocket
attacks against IDF units in Bint Jbeil District, with five claimed attacks in Ainata and three in Maroun al
Ras.[44] Hezbollah published footage on April 4 that Hezbollah claimed shows first-person view (FPV)
drone attacks conducted on March 24 against an Israeli bulldozer and a tank in Khiam and Taybeh, both
in Marjaayoun District.[45] The FPV drones used in the two attacks were likely not fiber-optic FPV drones.
Hezbollah previously claimed six FPV drone attacks against IDF armored vehicles between March 31 and
April 3.[46]
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Between March 1, 2026

and April 3, 2026 By Type
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Hezbollah claimed that it conducted 23 attacks targeting IDF infrastructure and Israeli
communities in northern Israel between 2:00 PM ET on April 3 and 2:00 PM ET on April 4.[47]
Hezbollah claimed it launched three rocket barrages at Kiryat Shmona, northern Israel.[48] An Israeli
military correspondent reported that a Hezbollah rocket struck Kiryat Shmona without causing any
casualties on April 4.[49] The IDF reported on April 4 that an initial investigation indicated that the early
warning system had a "localized” malfunction that resulted in the warning system failing to issue an alert
prior to the Hezbollah rocket impact.[50] Hezbollah claimed it launched two rocket attacks targeting
Metula, northern Israel.[51] Hezbollah also launched a rocket attack targeting IDF infrastructure in
Safed.[52] Israeli Army Radio confirmed that a Hezbollah rocket hit a building in Safed, northern Israel,
causing unspecified damage and no reported casualties.[53]
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting Israeli Forces and Positions in

Israel Between March 1 and April 3, 2026
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Hezbollah Attacks in Israel and Lebanon
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The IDF has continued to strike Hezbollah-affiliated sites and personnel throughout Lebanon.
The IDF reported that it has killed over 1,000 Hezbollah operatives since the start of the Israeli campaign
in Lebanon on March 2.[54] The IDF also said that it conducted strikes on 140 Hezbollah targets between
April 3 and April 4.[55] The IDF reported that it struck an IRGC Quds Force Lebanon Corps headquarters
in Beirut on April 3.[56] The IDF stated that the Lebanon Corps serves as a link between Hezbollah and
Iran and is aiding Hezbollah's reconstitution.[57] The IDF previously killed IRGC Quds Force Lebanon
Corps commanders in airstrikes in Beirut on March 3 and 7.[58] The IDF also struck two Palestinian
Islamic Jihad (PlJ) headquarters in Beirut on April 3.[59] The IDF said that senior PIl members coordinated
attacks against Israel with Hezbollah at these headquarters.[60] The IDF also struck a rocket launcher on
April 3 that Hezbollah previously used to launch rockets at northern Israel.[61]

The IDF continued to conduct ground operations in southeastern Lebanon on April 3 and 4.
The IDF reported on April 4 that 91st Territorial Division units killed 35 Hezbollah operatives in southern
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Lebanon over the past week.[62] The IDF said that soldiers of the 84th (Givati) Infantry Brigade (91st
Territorial Division) directed an airstrike targeting and killing a Hezbollah squad in southern Lebanon.[63]
The IDF said the 84th Infantry Brigade has conducted numerous targeted raids against Hezbollah
infrastructure, including weapons caches that included anti-tank guided missiles (ATGM), rocket-
propelled grenades (RPG), rockets, small arms, and ammunition.[64] The 91st Division also attacked
multiple Hezbollah headquarters and ATGM launch positions.[65] A geospatial analyst reported on March
28 that the 91st Division units, including the 84th Brigade, are operating near Ainata, Bint Jbeil
District.[66] The IDF also said that the 282nd Artillery Brigade (36th Armored Division) fired over 400
shells at Hezbollah targets in the past 24 hours.[67] 36th Division units are operating in Taybeh,
Marjaayoun District, according to a geospatial intelligence analyst on March 24.[68] The IDF announced
that IDF forces killed a Maglan Unit, 89th (Oz) Commando Brigade (98th Paratrooper Division) soldier and
“seriously wounded” another in a friendly fire incident in Shebaa, Hasbaya District, between April 3 and
4.[69] Israeli military correspondents reported on April 4 that the Maglan Unit was conducting an
operation to detain a Hezbollah-affiliated individual in Shebaa.[70]

The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) reported on April 3 that an unknown
actor fired a projectile that struck a UNIFIL position and injured three UN peacekeepers in
Odaisseh, Marjaayoun District.[71] The IDF said on April 3 that the launch trajectory of the projectile
“clearly indicates” that Hezbollah launched a rocket at the UNIFIL position.[72] Unspecified actors
conducted attacks on a UNIFIL position and a vehicle on March 29 and 30, respectively, killing three
UNIFIL peacekeepers.[73]

Other Axis of Resistance Response

The Houthis launched a ballistic missile with a cluster munition warhead and drones
targeting central and southern Israel on April 4.[74] The Houthis claimed that they launched a
ballistic missile with cluster munitions and several drones at the Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, as well as
“vital military targets” in southern Israel.[75] The IDF said that it detected a ballistic missile launch from
Yemen but allowed the missile to land in an open area, according to an Israeli military correspondent.[76]
The IDF did not indicate whether the Houthi missile included a cluster munition warhead and did not
report any drone interceptions, however.[77] The Houthis claimed that they coordinated the missile
attack with Hezbollah and Iran.[78] The Houthis previously launched ballistic missiles with cluster
munition warheads at Israel in 2025.[79] This attack marks the sixth time that the Houthis have attacked
Israel since entering the conflict on March 28.[80] CTP-ISW continues to assess that the Houthis'
involvement in the war thus far appears calibrated to try to avoid an immediate escalation with the
United States and Israel.[81]

The US-Israeli combined force continued to strike Iranian-backed Iraqi militia targets to
prevent Iranian-backed militia attacks against US interests and Israel. The combined force
struck a Kataib Hezbollah-controlled 45th Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) Brigade headquarters in
Anbar Province on April 4, killing two PMF fighters.[82]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias likely targeted Western-owned energy infrastructure in Basra on
April 4. Security and energy sources told Reuters on April 4 that two drones hit the BP-operated North
Rumaila oilfield in Basra, wounding three Iragi workers.[83] Likely Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias previously
conducted a drone attack targeting a British oil company-owned storage warehouse in Erbil on April
1.[84]

Iranian-backed Iraqi militias and militia front groups continue to claim attacks against US
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targets in Iraq and the Middle East. The Islamic Resistance in Iraq, which is a coalition of Iranian-
backed Iraqgi militias, claimed on April 4 that it carried out 19 drone and rocket attacks against US bases
in Iraq and the region.[85]
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