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The Institute for the Study of WarCHiSMalahireats Project (CTP) at the Am
Institusglee publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Irar
and Israeli strikes on Iran and Iran and the Axis of Resistance s response
cover events from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will not publish morning updates covering the war with Irg
will publish threads on its social media channels in the morning on these
developments in the war and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1. Iran is reportedly using Russian-produced, possibly modid ed Shahed
and Gulf countries, according to Ukrainian intelligence. Ukrainian Pre
told CNN on March 15 that he has seen intelligence which 100 percen
used Russian-produced Shahed drones with Russian details to attack

2.The US-Israeli combined force continued to target Iranian military and
infrastructure across Iran. CTP-ISW has observed strikes in six provin
14.

3.IRGC Aerospace Force Commander Brigadier General Majid Mousavi ar
March 15 that Iran launched a Sejjil ballistic missile at Israel for the i

4. lranian o0 cials are attempting to obscure Iran s responsibility for rece
attacks targeting Gulf states, likely to try to strain relations between
and Gulf countries.

5.US and Israeli intelligence reportedly assess that the IRGC is making
Leader Mojtaba Khamenei is wounded. CBS News reported on March 1°¢
believes that the IRGC is calling the shots.

6.Neither US nor Iranian ol cials currently appear to be seeking a ceasei
Donald Trump told NBC News on March 14 that Iran wants to make a

currently prepared to make a deal to end the war with Iran because [I
enough yet.
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Toplines

Iran is reportedly using Russian-produced and possibly modil ed Shahed d
bases and Gulf countries, according to Ukrainidkrannedlngnesident Volodyn
Zelensky told CNN on March 15 that he has seen intelligence that 100 pe
used Russian-produced Shahed drones with Russian details to attack US
Zelensky added that Ukrainian intelligence assesses that Russia is sharin
Russia began domestically producing Shahed drones in 2023 and has adap
Orepower and defensive capabilities.[3] These adaptations include equippi
shoulder Gred man-portable air-defense systems (MANPADS) to increase tl
enemy aircraft.[4] Iran recently purchased 500 Verbas and 2,500 9M336 in
Russia in December 2025, acEordnrcgatoTiimeE®bruary 2026.[5] Russia s proyv
Shahed drones to Iran would mark a notable shift in Russia s support for |
far shared targeting intelligence and advanced drone tactics with Iran, bu
provided material support to Iran.

US and Israeli Air Campaign

The combined force continued to target Iranian military sites and missile |
facilitieSnti-regime media reported on March 15 that the combined force st
Force Tactical Airbase in Dezful, Khuzestan Province, and the 9th Artesh
Bandar Abbas, Hormozgan Province.[6] An Israeli analyst reported on Mal
struck buildings linked to ballistic missile production west of Tehran City,
spokesperson.[7] The buildings are located near the Malard Missile Launc!
Iranian open-source intelligence (OSINT) account that the combined force
Anti-regime media separately reported on March 14 that the combined forc
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy ammunition depot in Bushehr Prc
Port in Hormozgan Province.[9] The Artesh Navy 2nd Naval District is bas

The combined force continued to target Iranian internfah ©INTtya GEbaunt an
Israeli journalist reported on March 15 that the combined force targeted a
Basij headquarters in Hamedan City, Hamedan Province.[11l] The IRGC Grc
Provincial Unit is based in Hamedan City, and the IRGC Ground Forces 32
based north of Hamedan City. This brigade deployed to Syria to support tf
Syrian civil war.[12] The combined force also struck the Hamedan City Lav
Headquarters.[13]
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US and Israeli Strikes in Iran

Between March 14, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET and March 15, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET
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Iranian Retaliation

Iran launched seven missile barrages at Israel between 3:00 PM ET on Ma
ET on March 15A[A4SINT account reported on March 14 that an Ilranian mi
Ramla, central Israel, causing aldre.[15] The same OSINT account reporte
cluster munition impacted in Tel Aviv.[16] Israel s emergency service, Mag
March 15 that a suspected Iranian cluster munition impacted an apartment
Israel, injuring one individual.[17] Magen David Adom also reported that a

Ramat Gan, central Israel, injuring one individual.[18]

IRGC Aerospace Force Commander Brigadier General Majid Mousavi and Ir
claimed on March 15 that Iran launched a Sejjil ballistic missile at Israel
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during the war.[Th9g Sejjil is a two-stage, solid-fueled medium-range ballis
around 2,000 kilometers.[20] Iran previously launched a Sejjil ballistic mi:
June 2025 Israel-lran War.[21]

Iranian Retaliatory Strikes in the Middle East
Between March 14, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET and March 15, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET

STUDY OF WAR
CRITICAL
THREATS
TU RK EY THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND
Iran launched seven missile barrages at
Israel between 3:00 PM ET on March 14
and 3:00 PM ET on March 15
®
Tehran
CYPRUS IRAN
LEBANON ®
[n} Iranian drones struck Kuwait
International Airport and Ali al Salem
Airbase in Kuwait. The drone attack
Q ® on Ali al Salem Airbase damaged an
aircraft shelter a e pase
IRAQ ft shelter at the b
Tel Aviv - L g
\ T g
e >
\
ISRAEL X RUSVAIT
EGNIRA 5
\
) BAHRAIN
\\
\ -
. QAPAR
Israel's emergency service reported on
March 15 that a suspected Iranian cluster ®
munition impacted an apartment building in
Bnei Brak, injuring one individual UAE
O Iranian Strike
USB SAUDI
@ ases ARABIA
[o) 00 1,000 Kilometers
, 2 ; OMAN
Map by Daniel Mealie, Harrison Hurwitz, Benjamin Cordola, David Schulert, YEMEN
Lea Corticchiato, Megan Ewert, Nathaniel Kramer, Carolyn Weinstein, Eliana Ornelas,
Brian Carter, Annika Ganzeveld, Kelly Campa, Carolyn Moorman, Katherine Wells,
Ria Reddy, Ben Rezaei, Avery Borens, | Ben-Schmida; Nidal Morrison,
Adham Fattah, and Parker Hempel
© 2026 Institute for the Study of War and AET's Critical Threats Project. All rights reserved.

Iran continued to attack the Gulf states on March 14 and 15, but Gulf air
intercepted the majority of Iranian SWjeCTiPesnly observed reports of two |
Gulf states between 3:00 PM ET on March 14 and 3:00 PM ET on March 15
International Airport and Ali al Salem Airbase in Kuwait.[22] The Iranian o«
Airbase damaged an aircraft shelter at the base.[23] Saudi air defenses in
missiles and 32 Iranian drones between 3:00 PM ET on March 14 and 3:00
Kuwaiti Army reported on March 15 that it detected 14 Iranian drones and
drones, while three drones impacted infrastructure and three fell in open
Force announced that it intercepted nine Iranian drones on March 15.[26]
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announced on March 15 that it intercepted four Iranian ballistic missiles a
Iranian drone and missile attacks targeting the United Arab Emirates (UAE
since the start of the war on February 28.

Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates between February 28, 2026 and March 15, 2026

® Ballistic Missiles @ Cruise Missiles Drones
400
332

(7]
Q2
b= 300
(8]
9
)
S
a
‘S 209
} .=
s 200
E
2 137 5 - 129 131
= 12 2 1y
(1]
g 100
=

39

35
28
16 17 15 18 26 27

o Mo B0 ol ol s ol Zol Zoll mol mol ol &0
> N v 5 Hx H b A a0 IO N> O
S o o & & & & & & S

SR\ * p \&c}‘\‘{\ RCIRE N

9 e

NI I RN
© 2026 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project. All rights reserved. SIUBY OFWAR
All data from the UAE Ministry of Defense. crcm'rlcm.

THREATS

33

9
! mO M o mol L0

%

Iranian o0 cials are attempting to obscure Iran s responsibility for recent
missile attacks targeting Gulf states, likely to try to strain relations betwe
States and Israel and Gulf clocemtiaims=oreign Minister Abbas Araghchi impli¢
Arab media on March 15 that the United States and Israel have conducted
targeting Gulf countries.[28] Iran has launched thousands of drones at Gu
war to impose an economic cost on these countries to push them to presst
to end their campaign against Iran.[29] Araghchi added that Iran is willing
investigate whether or not recent Iranian attacks have targeted non-US-al
Gulf countries.[30] Iran has attacked civilian infrastructure, such as resid
that have no relation to the United States war el ort against Iran.[31] The
conducted drone strikes on Saudi Arabia on March 15 and claimed that the
UAE.[32] US Central Command (CENTCOM) dismissed Araghchi s claim on
United States has only used LUCAS drones to target sites in Iran.[33]
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Israeli Campaign Against Hezbollah and Hezbolla

Hezbollah claimed 31 attacks targeting Israeli forces and positions in norf
southern Lebanon, as well as northern Israeli towns, between 3:00 PM ET
3:00 PM ET on March HeZBdIllah claimed that it directly engaged Israeli fo
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) vehicles with anti-tank guided munitions in sc
times.[35] This marks the highest number of direct engagements that Hezb
period since the start of the war. Hezbollah claimed that it either directly
IDF forces inldve Lebanese towns in the Marjaayoun District.[36] Hezbolla
claimed attacks against Israeli forces and military sites in southern Leban
Hezbollah also claimed that it launched a precision missile targeting the F
Israel on March 15.[38] The Palmachim Airbase is approximately 140 kilonm
border, which suggests that Hezbollah likely used medium- or long-range |
Khaibar-1 rocket, Fadi 6 rocket, or Fateh-110 ballistic missile, in this atte
that it targeted Israeli defense industrial sites, including a Rafael industr
Israel.[40] Rafael Advanced Defense Systems is an Israeli state-owned or
weapons and military technology for the IDF.[41]
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Hezbollah Attacks in Northern Israel and Southern Lebanon

Between March 14, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET and March 15, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET
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The rate of Hezbollah attacks has, on average, increased since the group
illustrated below. Hezbollah has used a variety of weapons in its attacks
positions in northern Israel and southern Lebanon. Hezbollah has increasi
Israel and IDF targets since March 12.
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Targeting IDF Forces and Positions in Northern

Israel and Southern Lebanon
Between March 1, 2026 and March 14, 2026
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Hezbollah-Claimed Attacks Between March 1, 2026 and

March 14, 2026 By Type
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The IDF has continued to conduct airstrikes targeting Hezbollah across Le
Hezbollah s ability to conduct retaliatory attack$haegabristaisgatdd Hezbolla
launch sites in Qatrani, Jezzine District, on March 14.[42] The IDF also st
Force headquarters in Beirut on March 14.[43] The IDF conlrmed that it ki
commander, Ibrahim Mohammad Ghazali, on March 15.[44] The IDF said th
managing weapons operations for the Badr Unit.[45] The IDF also cond rn
terrorist operative, Mohammad Majed Abdel Salam Tawlg Zeidan, in Leb:
said that Zeidan worked with Iranian intelligence organizations and planne
Hamas source told AFP that Israel killed a senior Hamas operative in Sido

The IDF has continued to conduct ground operations in slicet H®rn riegoa hedh .1
the 769th Brigade (91st Division) identil ed a Hezbollah observation post i
directed an airstrike to destroy the site on March 14.[49] The IDF said tha
directed airstrikes against Hezbollah G ghters in southern Lebanon earlier
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Israeli Strikes in Lebanon
Between March 14, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET and March 15, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET
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i__1 Assessed Israeli Advances in Lebanon L 1 Assessed Hezbollah Advances o
o IDF positions in southern Lebanon

IDF Held Lebanese Territory following February 18, 2025

~ Claimed Israeli Advances in Lebanon :
Since Nov 2024

The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) reported that likel\
groups Ored at three UNIFIL peacekeeper patrols near UNIFIL bases in Bi
districts, southern Lebanon, on MaWdh Fl4. [Halifd that the unspecill ed non-stz
actors dred within dve meters from a UNIFIL patrol near Yater, Bint Jbeil

returned Gre at the non-state armed actors.[53] UNIFIL reported that the r

inlict any casualties.[54]

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar rejected on March 15 that Israel plan
talks with LebaBanar said that Israel rejects holding direct talks with the L
while Hezbollah launches attacks against Israel from Lebanese territory.[E
government and Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) must take serious steps ti
against Israel before any talks can occur.[56] Two sources familiar with tr
March 14 that Israeli and Lebanese delegations were expected to meet for
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Cyprus in the coming days. [57] Lebanese President Joseph Aoun said on
to negotiate with Israel.[58] Aoun said that Israel had not responded to Le

Axis of Resistance Response

Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias continue to attack US forces dmnanimte-resdk eith
Iragqi militia Kataib Hezbollah conducted two drone attacks targeting the f
Baghdad International Airport on March 14.[60] Footage of the attack indi
entrance of what appears to be a fabric hangar, while another struck the s
Iranian-backed Iraqi militias have repeatedly claimed attacks targeting the
the start of the war.[62]

Likely lranian militia front group Saraya Awliya al Dam claimed that it con
targeting US bases in and outside of Irag on March 14, including an attacl
Saraya Awliya al Dam also claimed that it launched drones targeting the fi
Baghdad International Airport.[64] Likely Iraqi militias also struck Baghda
least G ve missiles on March 15, injuring G ve airport stad .[65] Iraqi Nation
Araji warned that repeated drone and rocket attacks near Baghdad Interna
threat to the nearby al Karkh Central Prison, which holds terrorism suspec
Ilrag and al Sham (ISIS) members.[66]

The combined force has struck additional Iraqi militia targets since CTP-I.
cutod The Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Harakat Ansar Allah al Awl ya-contro
Forces (PMF) Brigade said that combined force airstrikes killed eight of it
Province, near the Iraqg-Syria border on March 15.[67] The combined force
PMF positions in Babylon and Kirkuk provinces on March 15.[68]

Iranian Intra-Regime Dynamics

US and Israeli intelligence reportedly assess that the IRGC is making dec
Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei i€ B® Nhawsl.reported on March 15 that t
Government believes that the IRGC is calling the shots. [69] Fox News si
that Israeli intelligence assesses that Mojtaba is injured and that IRGC pe
him. [70] These assessments are consistent with previous reports that the
Mojtaba s appointment because it views him as a more pliant version of h

Ilranian Internal Security

Iranian security forces have continued to arrest individuals accused of es
intelligence, or conducting other anti-regime activities across Iran since (
cutod at 3:00 PM ET on MBEch AQeilmmander Brigadier General Ahmad Reza F
that Iranian security forces have arrested 500 individuals for sending info
and anti-regime media.[72] Iranian media reported the following arrests ot

e Security forces in West Azerbaijan Province arrested 20 individuals
e |[RGC forces in West Azerbaijan Province thwarted an enemy and sepce
the country s northwestern borders, likely referring to Kurdish opposi
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along the Iranian border in Iraqgi Kurdistan and Turkey.[74]

e LEC forces arrested a 40-year-old woman in Bandar Anzali, Gilan Prov
with hostile networks. [75]

e Security forces arrested four individuals in Astaneh Ashrad yeh, Gilan
were al liated with the Mojahedin-e Khalg (MEK).[76]

e Iranian security forces arrested 18 individuals accused of being merc
headquarters and taking pictures of sites damaged in US and Israeli

e The Intelligence Ministry stated that it has taken necessary legal act
mercenaries. [78]

Other Activity

Neither US nor Iranian o0 cials currently appear to be seeking a t&asel re
President Donald Trump told NBC News on March 14 that Iran wants to m:
currently prepared to make a deal to end the war with Iran because [lran
yet. Trump did not specify what terms he would accept but stated that an:
to be very solid. [79] Iranian Foreign Al airs Minister Abbas Araghchi se|
March 15 that Iran has neither requested a ceasellire nor negotiations with
prepared to defend itself as long as it takes. [80] Trump and Araghchi s ¢
Reuters report that the Trump administration rejected el orts by Middle Ea
and Egypt, to start diplomatic talks to end the war with Iran.[81] Three Ire¢
prospect of peace talks in the same Reuters article, underscoring that nei
willing to pursue diplomacy.[82]

POWEREDBY: ||sll BABEL STREET
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The War in Iran: Opera

Progress, but Challeng
Remain INSTITUTE FOR THE

Brian Carter

The war in Iran is currently in a phase in which the military trajectory is r
States is steadily destroying Iran s ability to use its most essential tool il
attacks which in turn underpin the entire Iranian strategy. Iran has still
forces, and it is still Gring drones and missiles, though the overall attack
attacks still pale in comparison to the major attacks Iran sought to conduc
caused neither operationally signil cant damage nor widespread casualties
force will need time to achieve its military objectives and prevent Iran fro
economic pain upon the United States and its allies in the region, but the
and it is too soon to forecast its outcome. Declaring it an operational faili

Iran has developed and sought to implement a multi-pronged theory of how
States and Israel in a major, existential condict. This theory is that indict
economic pain upon the United States, Israel, and America s Gulf allies w
cease its operations. The Iranians have developed Gve lines of el ort to cc
Israel to end the war: drone and ballistic missile attacks to indict US and
damage in the Gulf; drone, missile, and naval attacks including mines to o
Gulf; proxy attacks from Hezbollah and other Iranian-backed groups; globe
on critical infrastructure.[1] The US-Israeli combined campaign has focuse
missile, and traditional naval attacks most urgently because these assets
tools that Tehran needs to execute its strategy.[2] Both aerial and naval c
shipping and oil infrastructure in the Gulf, and the threat of Iranian minin
complex. The combined force will likely knock the drone and missile threa
permit renewed maritime transit through the Strait if the current campaign
and shipping prices depend in part on the risk-tolerance of third parties, ¢
Iranian threat may not cause prices to drop quickly.
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US and Israeli Strikes on Iranian Retaliatory Capabilities

As of March 14, 2026 at 8:00 AM ET
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Iran s military weakness relative to the United States led it to adopt an ac
Washington that seeks to outlast Washington rather than to militarily defe
lines of el ort that comprise this strategy have changed over the years, bu
relied on the Gve key el orts outlined above. Iran has likely calculated tha
casualties, drive up oil prices, and impose economic costs on both the US
States and Israel would make a political decision to end the war without a
naval and aerial drones, missiles, and fast attack craft are the critical rec
however. These assets can cause the most lasting damage to oil markets
highest casualties and thus impose the most severe political pressure. Gl
and proxy attacks are less el ective and impose only limited political pres:
Naval mines, which could close the strait, will be cleared in time.

The US-Israeli combined campaign, which has focused on stopping missile
possible, is successfully limiting attacks on US partners and interests in t
began this el ort on the Girst day of the campaign, and it has gradually dec
missiles and drones. A senior Israeli military ol cial said that Israel has d
ineld ective between 260 and 290 of an estimated 410 to 440 launchers.[4]
troops are reportedly also demoralized, deserting, and refusing orders, ac
intelligence.[5] The campaign has struck drone launchers, though neither

released information about the numbers or type of drone targets struck. Ir
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drone launches have in any case decreased gradually since the beginning
drones have penetrated air defenses and caused politically unacceptable ¢
but the overall trend in attacks is overwhelmingly positive.[7]

Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates between February 28, 2026 and March 15, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at Saudi Arabia between February 28, 2026 and March 15, 2026
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Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at Bahrain between February 28, 2026 and March 15, 2026
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THREATS

There is little to no evidence that Iran is holding missiles or drones in resc
and its allies run out of interceptors. Drones, of course, are intercepted b
guns, not expensive Patriot, THAAD, or Arrow ballistic missile interceptor
alleged that Iran is hoarding advanced missile systems to re after the Un
of interceptors, but there is little to no evidence to support these assertic
missile systems, including the Sejjil, the Khorramshar, and others, to targ
available information at this time about the type of close range and short
the Gulf states or US bases, so it is impossible to assess whether Iran is
the Gulf.

Holding missiles in reserve would be a gamble that Iran cannot adt ord in a
assume that Iran will retain sud cient launchers to continue Gring advance
States expends all its interceptors. The validity of this assumption is uncl
and Israel are systematically rendering Iranian missile launchers combat i
assumes the United States will run out of interceptors before Iran runs ou
obvious way of accurately assessing the US or Israeli interceptor stockpil
will do Iran no good if it cannot launch them or if they get shot down befo

The IRGC almost certainly lacks the command-and-control necessary to ex
operation that prioritizes certain munitions over others, even if it wanted
2025 said that they would launch thousands of missiles targeting Israel in
IRGC commanders likely expressed a desire for mass attacks to their subc
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Tehran has repeatedly noted that it has decentralized its operations and &
in response to US and Israeli decapitation strikes, however.[11] Any chan
focus on cruder systems or intentionally withhold missiles for later strikes
to ensure the dil erent elements of the organization respond as headquart¢
force attacks on Iranian command and control and military leadership have
ability to manage such sophisticated central planning and direction of its

The US Central Command clearly planned to suppress Ilran s maritime atta
administration s reported surprise at the intensity of attacks in the Persia
suppress maritime attacks has multiple phases that mirror the phases of tl
suppression of enemy air defenses along the coast to enable additional st
suppression of Iranian ballistic missile and drone attacks; destruction of |
defeat of Iran s anti-ship missile and drone capabilities.[13] Suppressing
and drone attacks, and destroying Ilran s navy will support successful opel
maritime attacks. The completion of these three tasks will enable the US I
operations on behalf of merchant shipping with minimal interference. Mear
undertake ol ensive operations to suppress Iran s naval and aerial drones
maritime shipping. The last Iranian attack on merchant shipping was on M
unclear if this is because there is less shipping transiting the strait or du
suppressed Iranian capabilities.[14] Iran may decide to mine the Straits if
ability to target shipping, but minesweeping operations will eventually cle
trac. Iran must also calculate the el ects on its own ability to export oil ¢
unlike missiles and drones, do not distinguish between ships Tehran want:
wishes to attack. It remains dil cult to determine with any degree of certai
to future developments in the maritime situation, however. The US Navy c:
tolerance of the market will ultimately determine the length of the disrupti
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Coalition Strikes on Iranian Naval Facilities and Iranian Attacks on Maritime Vessels

As of March 14, 2026 at 8:00 AM ET
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Iran remains a relatively strong state adversary with substantial military c
damage US and allied infrastructure and forces and impose political costs
while trending downwards, have not stopped, and even a single drone or n
to emerge victorious. An Iranian drone attack struck Omani oil facilities o
most recently damaged G ve tankers in Saudi Arabia on March 13, for exam
have previously used small-scale drone attacks to achieve strategic victor
example,Gred a small number of drones at an oil facility in Jeddah, Saudi
ultimately forced Saudi Arabia to accept a ceaselire that was benel cial to
operations must prevent Iran from using economic damage and political pr
small and militarily insignild cant tactical actions into strategic successes.

Iran s attacks have not yet all ected US military operations and fallen far ¢
with thousands of missiles and drones, however. The available evidence s
the combined campaign is achieving its military objectives thus far but is
campaign a failure at this stage is therefore premature. The collapse of Ir

down signil cantly since February 28 presents a compelling picture that
degrading ballistic missile and drone capabilities.[17] Continued drone an
mention the remaining 150 launchers indicate that these assets remain a
fully suppressed, of course. The maritime threat will need to be similarly
campaign against both the missile and drone attacks and the maritime atte
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on whether the evidence shows progress is being made towards the militar
to forecast whether the current military campaign will achieve overall poli
disruptions to the G ow of oil through the Strait of Hormuz will last. But de
failure is premature while the campaign remains underway and incomplete
clearly shows progress being made towards accomplishing its core objecti

POWERED BY: ||s]| BABEL STREET
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Katherine Wells, Avery Borens, Benjamin Schmida, Adham Fattah, Ria Re

Analyst Not®sita Cutol: 03:00 PM ET

The Institute for the Study of TWarCHiSMW alahldreats Project (CTP) at the Am
Instituglee publishing daily updates to provide analysis on the war with Irar
and Israeli strikes on Iran and Iran and the Axis of Resistance s response
cover events from the past 24-hour period.

NOTE: ISW-CTP will not publish morning updates covering the war with Ire
will publish threads on its social media channels in the morning on these
developments in the war and include relevant maps.

Key Takeaways

1.Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei s reported inner circle is dominate
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) commanders. Their inl uen
Iran toward more hardline, anti-Western policies and deepen existing
and securitization. All four of these IRGC commanders worked for dec
Leader Ali Khamenei. The 0 rst generation of Iranian revolutionaries at
thus remain at the top of the Iranian regime s hierarchy despite decap
years.

2.The lranian regime has taken steps to further restrict the G ow of infor
almost certainly limit ISW-CTP s ability to observe strikes in Iran. Int
reported on March 16 that the regime has further tightened internet re
stated on March 15 that the regime has reportedly started to target in
and reduced the availability of VPNs.

3.The combined force targeted a likely Iranian drone facility in South Kt
combined force s easternmost strikes since the war began. The strike
force aircraft can operate deep inside Iranian territory.

4.lran has not attacked any vessels in the Strait of Hormuz since March
published footage on March 12 that shows a US Navy F/A-18 Hornet er
cannon at extremely low altitude in Chabahar, Sistan and Baluchistan
Iranian coast on the Gulf of Oman. This suggests that US forces have
along certain segments of the coast, which would enable US aircraft t
cruise missiles at low altitudes to protect shipping if ordered to do so
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Toplines

Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei s reported inner circle is dominated by
hardline Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) commanders. Their in
certainly drive Iran toward more hardline, anti-Western policies and deepe
of regime corruption and secufMhiddetwoMork Treywesrted on March 16 that forn
Intelligence Organization head Hossein Taeb, de facto IRGC Commander B
former IRGC Commander Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari, and Parliam
Brigadier General Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf were the main campaigners
Experts to elect Mojtaba as supreme leader.[1] All four of these IRGC com
under former Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.[2] The Grst generation of Iran
time IRGC leaders thus remain at the top of the Iranian regime s hierarch)
recent yearsNeWh¥ork Teamtesle cited interviews from 0 ve senior Iranian o0
two Iranians alliated with the supreme leader s olce and three IRGC mem
selection process.[3] Mojtaba also selected former IRGC commander Major
military adviser on March 16.[4] Mojtaba has had strong ties to the IRGC
fought in the Iran-lraq War in the Habib winhMatzZeehilRB&LitaTicanMohammad R
Ollah Division.[5]

e Hossein Taedped Mojtaba engineer the 2005 presidential election in fe
candidate Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.[6] Taeb later led the Basij s suppre:
in the 2009 Green Movement as the Basij commander.[7] The United S
2010 for his involvement in protest suppression.[8] Taeb went on to s
Intelligence Organization, the parallel organization to the Intelligence
and then served as adviser to the IRGC Commander.[9] Taeb reported]l
members to vote for Mojtaba as Supreme Leader, resulting in 59 memb
favor.[10]

e Ahmad Vahislia long-time hardliner who has held some of the regime s
including IRGC Quds Force commander, defense and armed logistics m
Armed Forces General Stal (AFGS) deputy chief.[11] The United State
role in directing Law Enforcement Command during the 2022 Mahsa An
abrupt reassignment in December 2025 from AFGS deputy chief to the
followed reported clashes with Artesh leaders over post-June 2025 Isr
priorities.[13]

e Ali Jafaimilarly has consistently pursued an uncompromising hardline
reformists and protest movements as internal enemies of the regime
and plainclothes units to suppress dissent and intimidate political rive
sanctioned Jafari in 2010 for his role in suppressing the 2009 Green N
commander.[15] Jafari adopted asymmetrical and extra-territorial warf
to project power beyond Iran s borders.[16]

e Mohammad Bagher Ghadibhafeteran IRGC hardliner whose deep ties to s

dating back to his service as IRGC Air Force chief, Law Enforcement
the lran-lraq War have anchored his aggressive approach to domesti
preservation.[17] Ghalibaf reportedly assumed an emergency senior m
killed top commanders at the start of the June 2025 Israel-Iran War, a
sitting civilian parliament speaker that underscored his entrenched incC
unprecedented damage Iran s command and control network suli ered ir

e Mohsen Rezimea senior regime insider and long-standing member of the
appointed Expediency Discernment Council, whose hardline worldview
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IRGC commander from 1981 to 1997 including through the Iran-lraqg \
his continued role advising core strategic polices.[19] Rezaei is also |
bombing in Argentina that killed 85 people. He remains the subject of

IRGC commanders reportedly view the condict with the United States and
national struggle that also reduces pressure on the regime to address lrar
economic problémsinformed source told anti-regime outlet Iran Wire on Ma
ol cial told President Masoud Pezeshkian that the US and Israeli airstrikes
population behind the regime as the Iran-lraq War once had, at a meeting
about the IRGC s plans for post-war economic recovery.[21] Pezeshkian w
amounted to planning for renewed repression rather than genuine post-wal
according to the source.[22] The president s question to IRGC about plans
accurate, reinforces recent reporting on the command the IRGC holds in c
policy decision-making.[23]

US and Israeli Air Campaign

The Iranian regime has taken steps to further restrict the 0 ow of informati
which will almost certainly limit ISW-CTP s ability to observEehstrikgisnen Ir.
has maintained a nationwide internet shutdown since the war started on F
stated on March 15 that the regime has reportedly started to target indivic
reduced the availability of VPNs.[26] The regime targeted Starlink devices
protests to prevent Iranians from circulating videos of protests and the re
Internet monitor NetBlocks reported on March 16 that the regime has furth
restrictions.[28] NetBlocks founder Alp Toker noted that Iranian state med
freqguently on X abruptly stopped posting at 0700 AM ET, which coincided
connectivity.[29] Iran s worsening internet conditions coincide with other
Residents of Tehran told the BBC that Iranian security forces have establi
the city to stop and search individuals.[30] The regime has taken these st
at least in part, because it fears potential future unrest

The combined force struck several internal securitAssiterse gnmlee mreachia repo
on March 16 that the combined force struck six security force checkpoints
checkpoints in places where large gatherings could occur, such as Enghel
media separately reported on March 16 that the combined force struck a B
Tehran.[32] OSINT accounts on X reported on March 16 that the combined
buildings in eastern Tehran.[33] The IDF said on March 16 that it struck a
intelligence command center in central Tehran.[34] The combined force co
in Tehran. Anti-regime media reported on March 16 that the combined forc
in Niavaran District, Tehran.[35] ISW-CTP has recorded combined force st
LEC stations at the time of this writing.[36]
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US and Israeli Strikes in Iran

Between March 15, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET and March 16, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET
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US and Israeli Strikes Targeting LEC Police Stations in Tehran

As of March 16, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET
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The combined force continued to strike Ilranian defensA-BRIQsjtcuahalitets.
reported on March 16 that the combined force struck a military depot site
March 11, citing images from US Central Command (CENTCOM).[37] US CE
Brad Cooper stated on March 16 that the military depot in Yazd was assoc
command infrastructure and used to build light and heavyweight torpedoc¢
US strikes have shifted from neutralizing immediate missile and drone thr
manufacturing apparatus and defense industrial base.[39]

The combined force targeted a likely Iranian drone facility in South Khora
of the combined force s easternmost strikes sinceAtrhéswaglibagahyst report
March 15 that the combined force struck two buildings at a likely drone la
Khorasan Province.[40] The drone launch site is within 1.5 kilometers of t
Ansar ol Reza Brigade base.[41] The strike aligns with a March 16 statem:¢
(CENTCOM) commander Admiral Brad Cooper, who said that US forces are
defense industrial base to prevent further threats from Iran.[42] The strikd
force aircraft can operate deep inside Iranian territory. The strike occurre
inland from the Gulf of Oman and marked the one of the easternmost targe
has struck since the condict began on February 28.

The combined force continues to degrade Iran s air defense network throu
defense sites and air bases across #Are IscoartryOSINT account reported on
the combined force struck the 11th Artesh Tactical Air Base, also known a
eastern Tehran.[43] The base is the second Artesh tactical air base in Tet
has targeted since the war began, and, although it is hosting no air trad c,
2025 shows air defense systems near the runway. CENTCOM published foo
on multiple Iranian air defense systems in unspeciided areas of Iran.[44]

Iran has not attacked any vessels in the Strait of Hormuz since March 12.
appears to be ol ering safe passage through the Strait of Hormuz to certai
vesselFhdNew York Timieasng unspecilied US ol cials, reported on March 15 t
some tankers transporting oil to China and India to transit the strait.[45] |
tankers have similarly been allowed to transit thee 8tVYaitks afeyysrt46foTIoev a
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March 13 Reuters report that Iran permitted two Indian-0agged liquel ed p
sail through the Strait.[47] Reuters reported on March 16 that daily oil ex|
still fallen by at least 60 percent, however.[48] The United Kingdom Mariti
reported over 20 maritime incidents in and around the Strait since March

have repeatedly emphasized that the regime continues to intend to disrupt
impose economic costs on the United States and Gulf states as part of a &
pressure the United States and Israel to end their campaign against lran.]|

Anti-regime media also published footage on March 12 that shows a US Na
targets with its auto cannon at extremely low altitude in Chabahar, Sistan
which is on the Iranian coast on the Gulf of Oman.[51] The combined force
attack at low altitude suggests that the combined force has severely supp!
Iranian anti-air capabilities, including anti-aircraft guns, and man-portabl
(MANPADS) that could presumably return(Ore on a jet at low altitude.[52]

enable US aircraft operating over the coast to engage drones and anti-shi
altitudes to protect shipping if ordered to do so.
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US and Israeli Strikes in Tehran
Between March 15, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET and March 16, 2026 at 3:00 PM ET
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Iranian Response

Iran launched six missile barrages at Israel between 3:00 PM ET on March
on March 16.[%mB]lsraeli journalist reported that suspected cluster munition
impacted at least two sites in central Israel.[54] Israeli media reported an
impacted in Rishon Lezion, northern Israel, causing extensive damage.[55
March 16 that fragments from Iranian projectiles fell in several areas of J
central Israel.[56] An Israeli journalist reported on March 16 that a fragm¢«

Synagogue in Jerusalem, central Israel.[57]

Iran continued to Gre at the Gulf states on March 15 and 16, but Gulf air c
have continued to intercept most lraniarCpPo)jSWWilelsserved four impacts in
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states between 3:00 PM ET on March 15 and 3:00 PM ET on March 16. An
International Airport, United Arab Emirates (UAE), on March 15, causing a
Another Iranian drone struck a storage tanker and an oil pipeline at Fujair
March 16.[59] Fujairah is one of the largest oil storage facilities in the Mi
0 ow to Fujairah enable oil shipments to bypass the Strait of Hormuz.[60] /
civilian vehicle in the al Bahyah area of Abu Dhabi, Saudi Arabia, on Marg
An Iranian drone struck the Shah oil 0 eld in Abu Dhabi, UAE, on March 16
Geld is home to the world s largest ultra-sour gas operations, which invol\
concentrates to remove impurities so that the gas can be used for electric
rell neries.[63] Iran has undertaken an el ort to impose political pressure o
oil infrastructure in the region and oil tankers in the Strait of Hormuz.[64]

The Gulf states continued to intercept the bulk of Iran s missile and drone
Forces said it detected and intercepted three Iranian drones and four Iran
3:00 PM ET.[65] The Kuwaiti Army reported that its air defense system def
of which was intercepted, one fell outside the threat zone, and two fell i
Defense Ministry reported that it intercepted several Iranian drones and it
missiles with one missile falling in open areas.[67] Saudi Defense Ministr
intercepted 43 Iranian drones on March 16 as of 3:00 PM ET.[68] The Emil
that it detected and intercepted 21 Iranian drones and six Ilranian missiles
attacks targeting the UAE have relatively increased compared to March 15

Iranian Ballistic Missiles, Cruise Missiles, and Drones Launched

at the United Arab Emirates between February 28, 2026 and March 16, 2026
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All data from the UAE Ministry of Defense. cri:l;éi:_l;
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The combined force has severely degraded Iran s missile and drone capab
limited Iran s ability to launch retaliatory attacHs$1énl Die regpmimed on March
that it has destroyed approximately 70 percent of Iran s missile launchers
February 28.[70] IDF spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Nadav Shoshani tol
the number of Iranian missile launches has decreased signidcantly.[71] Th
Iranian missile launchers could be limiting Iran s ability to retaliate, but t
are also limiting Iran s ability to retaliate. A senior IDF oG cial recently nc
are reportedly afraid to go out and that there are desertions as well as re
ol cial added that Iranian security force causalities are estimated to be at
media, citing informed sources, previously reported that the IRGC attempt
earlier this week, but several individuals did not report to military centers
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