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Iranian regime ol cials have continued to observe and respond to ongoing
Western media about US concerns about a protracted conldict in the Middle
part of its el ort to try to deter the United States frolmaaitac Simgrémnae.Lead
Ali Khamenei warned on February 1 that a US attack on Iran would lead to
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi also stated on February 1 that if the Unit
condict will extend to the region and Iran will target all US bases.[2] Iran
attack in June 2025 targeting al Udeid Airbase in Qatar, which is a key US
retaliation for the US strikes on the Iranian nuclear program during the Is
statements are likely a response to recent media reports that the United S
regional war.[4] Iran is likely threatening to get its regional partners invo
condict in order to try to deter a US attack against Iran.

Iranian o0 cials are continuing to discuss the possibility of US and Iranian
regional countries, likely as part of a diplomatic el ort toQavaid Raritn® strik
Minister Sheikh Mohammad bin Abdulrahman al Thani met with Iranian Sup
Council of Iran (SNSC) Secretary Ali Larijani and Iranian Foreign A0 airs M
on January 31.[5] Thani indicated Qatar s support for decreasing regional
strengthening regional security and stability via peaceful el orts. Egyptian
also separately spoke with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian on Janua
continuing its el orts to restart negotiations between Iran and the United ¢

The Gulf states have reportedly warned the United States that Iran s miss
cause signil cant damage to US interests in the region, according to two W
speaking Woashington P[@dtThW¢ashingtonrepetted on February 1 that a Gulf
concluded that several key elements of Iran s missile program remain inta
ballistic missiles and their launchers and some elements of its missile pro
assessment also noted the Iranian regime has rebuilt its other, unspecii e
damaged in the June 2025 Israel-lran War. A forme WlaamiimgnPaigit! @ matt Irald
has doubled its missile production since the war and has made signil cant
damaged during the war.[8] The diplomat noted that the regime has deploy
mountainous regions in an attempt to make it more dil cult for the United ¢
these launchers.
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The Syrian government and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) s January
takes steps to satisfy key US objectinésMimjeSYyajiaa Saudi-owned, UK-based
published the full text of the January 30 agreement on February 1 (see ful
January 30 agreement satisio es several key US policy goals, including the
better coordination for the protection of detention facilities holding Islami
0 ghters in SDF-controlled territory.[10] US President Donald Trump and S|
Barrack have repeatedly articulated these goals in calls and public statem
beginning of government operations against the SDF in mid-January 2026.
provides for four SDF brigades three in a division in Hasakah and another
proposeseveral candidates for key positions in the Syrian government, suc
assistant defense minister.[13] Kobani is close to SDF commander Mazlou
collaborated with US forces as part of the counter-ISIS mission.[14] The a
commander who has a close relationship with US partners to the position ¢
would further enhance US-Syria counter-I1SIS coordination and improve the
partnership with the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS.

The agreement, according to al Majalla, includes fourteen clauses and fou
occur over one month, as well as a il fth phase that will result in a perman

1. The SDF and Syrian Government declared a permanent and comprehen
to stop arrests related to recentdghting. The SDF will continue to pro
holding ISIS O0ghters, and the Syrian government pledged to provide fu
ongoing US-led detainee relocation process.[16]

2. The SDF will withdraw its forces from Hasakah and Qamishli cities to
Syrian army will withdraw its forces near Hasakah City to al Shadaddi

3.The Syrian Ministry of Defense (MoD) agreed to form a three-brigade :
Province made up of SDF Gighters.[18]

4. The MoD will integrate SDF forces in Kobani into one brigade subordir
division in Aleppo Province.[19]

5.The Ministry of Interior (Mol) will dispatch 15 vehicles to both Hasal
enhance security and begin the process of integrating SDF internal se

6. The SDF will submit proposals to appoint local ol cials, including the
the assistant minister of defense, and Hasakah Province s deputy dire
government has already appointed a new Hasakah Province director of

7.The Syrian government will take over vital infrastructure from the SDF
Hasakah Province and the Qamishli Airport.[21]

8.The Syrian government will deploy a team from the Land Border Autho
Nusaybin border crossings in SDF territory to register civilian employ¢
smuggling of foreign G ghters and weapons at the crossings.[22]

9.The Syrian government will take over all civilian institutions in Hasak:
Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (AANES) into Syri:

10.The Syrian MoD will prevent its forces from entering Kurdish majority

11.The Syrian government will validate all school, university, and institul
the AANES.[25]

12.The Syrian government will provide licenses to all local and cultural o
institutions in accordance with the regulations of the relevant ministri

13.The Syrian Ministry of Education and the SDF will discuss the educati
community.[27]

14.The Syrian government will ensure the return of all internally displace
respective cities and villages (including Afrin, Sheikh Magsoud, and R
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ol cials to those areas.[28] Turkish-backed ol ensives against the SDF
Kurds from Afrin and Ras al Ayn, and the more recent January 2026 S\
displaced people across Aleppo, Hasakah, Ragqga, and Deir ez Zor Pro

The Syrian government and SDF took steps to implement the January 30 a
February 1 and began coordinating transfers of control ama $yrdami Mcdlon .

prepared on February 1 to deploy its forces to the cities of Hasakah, Qam
2.[30] Aleppo Province Internal Security Commander Colonel Mohammad A
internal security (known as Asayish) headquarters in Kobani City, Aleppo

he and his Asayish counterparts discussed the mechanism to enable Mol C
forces to enter the city.[31] A pro-government Deir ez Zor-based source re
Internal Security Commander Brigadier General Marwan al Ali met Asayish
February 1 to discuss the GSS s upcoming entry into the city and arrangef
City to discuss the topic.[32] Ali also reportedly met with SDF Commander
February 1.[33] The SDF will reportedly impose a daytime curfew on Febru
plans to deploy, likely as a security measure to prevent Kurdish 0 ghters w
spoiling it.[34]

SDF leadership likely convinced the Women s Protection Unit (YPJ) to con
30 agreement even though the agreement functionally eliminates the YPJ i
formThere appears to be some confusion or disagreement over whether the
integrate into Syrian security forces, and the YPJ could reverse its positi
days, howev€&he YPJ reportedly announced on February 1 that it disagreed
implementation of the January 30 agreement, but said the agreement was

massacres. [35] The YPJ said it will comply with the agreement and join n
Monitor reported on January 30 that the Syrian government rejected formil
specil c details of the January 30 agreement, as reported by a Saudi-owne
January 31, also made no mention of integrating the YPJ into the four bric
solely of former SDF 0 ghters in northern Syria.[37]

There are other indications that senior SDF leadership may be convincing
SDF entities to moderate their powmridi®skE social media channel that had pr
likened the MoD to ISIS has expressed its support for the January 30 agre
rhetoric in a way that will likely ease Kurdish tensions with the Syrian go\
titled We are all SDF, urged Hasakah and Qamishli City residents on Jan
January 30 agreement and not to interfere with the Mol s upcoming deploy
channel s statement also called on residents to reject calls by members o
to the streets to sabotage the agreement.[40] This recent change in rhetol
channel can help to ease tensions between Kurds and the Syrian governme
the January 30 agreement by Kurdish G ghters dissatisi ed with the terms o

The SDF s February 1 nominees for key posts in the Syrian government ar
Commander Mazloum Abdi and have experience collaboratimgovothtd& tfloree
nominees have a strong relationship with Abdi and have previously worked
nominees are:

e Noureddine al Ahthoacher SDF public relationlseofiasakals Province
governotfhe SDF proposed Noureddine al Ahmad, the former SDF publi
candidate to become Hasakah Province governor to the Syrian governr
Ahmad claimed that the government approved his nomination the next
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source told Syrian media that no decision had been made to appoint A
however.[42] Ahmad has good relationships with the US-led coalition,
has experience mediating between Kurdish and Arab communities, all
candidate for Hasakah Province governor.[43]

Azad Simi Jia K@&makiintelligence chifrias assistant defense mMmheaster.
SDF also reportedly proposed SDF intelligence chief Azad Simi Jia Ko
AssistantDefense Minister, who is also reportedly close to Abdi.[44] K
collaborated with US forces during counter-ISIS operations in northea
relationship with US forces could help the United States engage with
ministry in the coming months and years.[45]

Siamand Afninspecil ed SDF commanidaesakahtiPeovince deputy director
securitAfrin would be the deputy of Internal Security Commander Brige
Ali. Syrian media also reported that the SDF proposed SDF commande
position of Hasakah Province deputy director of security.[46] A Syrian
conid rmed that the Syrian government received the SDF s proposed nal
Syrian government is still in the nomination stage and that no decisi
appoint anyone yet.[47]

Pro-government sources and other analysts have highlighted that man
candidates are former Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) members and sir
for his involvement in terrorist attacks in Turkey.[48] The majority of
including Abdi himself, are former PKK members who have conducted i
Turkey.[49] Any decision to reject SDF nominees on the basis of their
disqualild cation of the most experienced and capable SDF leaders who
integration.
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o Tehran, lran. Iranian regime officials have continued to observe and respond to
ongoing discussions in Western media about US concerns about a protracted conflict
in the Middle East, likely as part of its effort to try to deter the United States from
attacking Iran. Iranian officials are also continuing to discuss the possibility of US and
Iranian strikes with other regional countries, likely as part of a diplomatic effort to
avoid a US strike.

Damascus, Syria. The Syrian government and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)'s
January 30 agreement takes steps to satisfy key US objectives in Syria. The Syrian
government and SDF took steps to implement the January 30 agreement on February
1 and began coordinating transfers of control and deconfliction.

o Damascus, Syria. SDF leadership may have convinced the Women's Protection Unit
{YP]} to comply with the January 30 agreement even though the agreement
functionally eliminates the YP| in its current form. There appears to be some confusion
or disagreement over whether the YP) will integrate into Syrian security forces, and
the YP) could reverse its position in the coming days, however.

Key Takeaways

l.lran s EGorts to Deter a US$rarntankregime ol cials have continued to ob
respond to ongoing discussions in Western media about US concerns &
the Middle East, likely as part of its el ort to try to deter the United S
Iranian o0 cials are also continuing to discuss the possibility of US an
regional countries, likely as part of a diplomatic edort to avoid a US s

2.lranian Missile ProgmenGulf states have reportedly warned the United !
missile program could cause signil cant damage to US interests in the
Western ol cials speaking to Washington Post.

3.Syrian Government-SDF AgrERen8iytian government and the Syrian Dem
(SDF) s January 30 agreement takes steps to satisfy key US objective
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government and SDF took steps to implement the January 30 agreemet
coordinating transfers of control and decondiction.

4. Internal SDF Deliber&thénbkeadership may have convinced the Women s
(YPJ) to comply with the January 30 agreement even though the agree
the YPJ in its current form. There appears to be some confusion or di:
YPJ will integrate into Syrian security forces, and the YPJ could revel
days, however. There are other indications that senior SDF leadership
hardline pro-SDF entities to moderate their positions.

5.SDF Leadership Nomindhi@rssDF s February 1 nominees for key posts in
government are close allies of SDF Commander Mazloum Abdi and hav
with US forces.

lran

The Iranian regime has continued to downplay the number of civilians it ki
recent nationwide proftket®0 ce of Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian sh
protesters on February 1 who the regime killed during the recent protests
outlets have previously reported protester death toll estimates to be betw:
death toll reported by Western media outlets far surpasses the approximat
killed in 2019 and the approximately 550 protesters who were killed during
movement.[52]

An unidentid ed Iranian oG cial told Reuters on February 1 that the Islamic
Guards Corps (IRGC) naval forces have no plan to carry out live-lre exe
of Hormuz, a day after US Central Command (CENTCOM) reported the IRG!
two-day exercise beginning on February 1.[53]

lraq

Nothing signil cant to report.

Syria

See topline section.

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J
of the protests in Iran.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

Nothing signil cant to report.
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The Iranian regime is conducting a concerted campaign that involves diplo
informational, and military lines of edort to try to prevent US military acti
Iranian Foreign AU airs Minister Abbas Araghchi, President Masoud Pezesh
Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Ali Larijani have conducted aGurry of
countries in recent days.[1] Araghchi met with Turkish President Recep Ta
Minister Hakan Fidan in Istanbul on January 30.[2] Axios subsequently rer
sources with knowledge and an unspeciGed US o0 cial, that Araghchi and
Middle East Steve Witkol are expected to meet in Turkey on February 6 ta
deal.[3] Iranian o0 cials have signaled openness to resuming nuclear negof
in recent days, likely to try to delay or prevent a US attack on Iran.[4] Ira
negotiations with the United States in the spring of 2025 to try to prevent

Iran is unlikely to accede to US President Donald Trump s precondmthens f
United States has demanded that Iran permanently halt uranium enrichmen
program, and end all support for the Axis of Resistance as preconditions
ol cials have repeatedly insisted that Iran will not negotiate on its ballisti
the Axis of Resistance, which constitute the main pillars of Iran s deterre
is possible that the regime could agree to reduce its uranium enrichment,
accept Trump s demand for zero enrichment. Two Iranian ol cials told Reul
regime views Trump s demand regarding Iran s ballistic missile program a
Trump s demand regarding uranium enrichment.[8] This statement suggest
potentially show some G exibility on the uranium enrichment issue, particul
attack against Iran as an existential threat. Iranian ol cials previously sta
United States in the spring of 2025 that Iran would be willing to reduce it:
percent, which was the enrichment limit in the 2015 Joint Comprehensive |

Iran may be trying to reduce the United States leverage and ability to pre
to accede to US denfandaspecil ed Iranian ol cial told Reuters on February
the United States to remove its military assets from the Middle East befor
United States.[10] CNN reported on February 1 that progress toward renev
and the United States appear[ed] to have stumbled, in part due to the Ur
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reduce its military presence in the Middle East.[11] This report suggests t
made the removal of US military assets from the region a precondition for
consistent with Iran s el orts to delay or prevent a US attack on Iran.

Some Iranian o0 cials have told Western media that Iran would be willing t
concessions to the United States. CTP-ISW has not observed any indicatic
has altered its position on the nudlrarnsgsauwcdld ed Iranian ol cial told Reuter
2 that Iran is willing to accept zero enrichment under a consortium agree
kilograms of highly enriched uranium (HEU).[12] Iran possessed around 44
enriched up to 60 percent before the Israel-lran War.[13] The Iranian regi
proposal in June 2025 to establish a regional nuclear consortium because
ultimately required Iran to halt domestic uranium enrichment.[14] Supreme
at the time that enrichment is an Iranian red line and that Iran s nuclear
practically worthless. [15] CTP-ISW has not observed any indications tha
position on this issue. SNSC Foreign Policy Deputy Ali Bagheri separately
Iran will not transfer its HEU stockpile to another country.[16]

The Iranian regime has continued to warn that a US attack on Iran would t
condict. This warning is part of the regime s ongoing informational el ort t
United States concerns about a protracted regional war to try liolamier a |
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)-al liated Tasnim News Agency warned
on lran could trigger a regional war because Iran could retaliate by attack
shipping, or US bases in regional countries.[17] Tasnim added that Iran w
potential network of condicts if the United States attacks Iran.[18] Irania
run media similarly warned on February 2 that a US attack on Iran would e
bilateral condict between Iran and the United States into a multi-level c1
consequences for American interests. [19] These Iranian media reports ec
February 1 that a US attack on Iran would stoke a regional war.[20]

The Iranian regime has also warned that a US attack on Iran could destab
countries that host US bases, likely to try to pressure these countries to 1
States to refrain from attackirmgrdrmnstated on February 2 that Iran could ri
attack on Iran by attacking US bases in regional countries and argued tha
threaten the security and stability of countries that host US bases.[21] T
countries that host US bases could become involved in security challenge
them if the United States attacks Iran. This report comes amid some regi
US attack on Iran. An oG cial from an unspecilNedv YwifksTameedahdiahye 15 tha
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Egypt had urged the United States not to
concerned that Iran could retaliate by strikingWashingtoint degpsf22ieTyhe

reported on February 1 that Gulf states warned the United States that Irar
missiles and launchers that it could use to strike US interests in the Pers
struck US interests in regional countries in response to US actions, incluc
attacked Ain al Asad Airbase in Iraq and in June 2025 when Iran attacked

The Iranian regime has also highlighted its armed forces ability and willil
to a US attack as part of its military el ort to try to prevéhe dRchCaNaatstack
planned to conduct a live-Gre exercise in the Strait of Hormuz on Februar)
on January 29 that the exercise was likely intended to try to deter US mili
CTP-ISW also assessed that Iran could respond to a potential US attack b
international shipping.[27] The IRGC Navy cancelled the exercise, howeve

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



warning.[28] Senior Iranian military commanders, including Armed Forces
General Abdol Rahim Mousavi and Khatam ol Anbia Central Headquarters I
General Kiomars Heydari, have also continued to vow that Iranian forces v
attack.[29] Iranian o0 cials and media have repeatedly threatened in recen
could attack Israel, international shipping in the Strait of Hormuz, or US &
to a potential attack.[30]

Iran has several military capabilities that it could use to respond to a US
its ol ensive capabilities are deagrachadd use its naval capabilities to haras
vessels or international shipping in the Persian Gulf and Strait of Hormuz
ballistic missiles and launchers that it could use to target US bases.[31] |
percent of Iran s ballistic missile stockpile during the Israel-lran War, but
reconstituted its medium-range ballistic missile stockpile to pre-war level
medium-range missiles to attack Israel. Despite these military capabilities
signil cantly weakened and degraded. Iran has long relied on the Axis of R
to US and Israeli actions against Iran. The Axis of Resistance failed to me
the Israel-lran War, however, and it is unclear whether the groups that co
would intervene in a renewed conlict between Iran and the United States.

The Iranian regime seeks to deter a US attack, in part because US militar
presumably disrupt Iran s ell orts to reconstitute its nuclear and ballistic n
Iran has taken steps following the Israel-lran War to rebuild its nuclear pi
facilities against future airstrikes. Iran is encasing a newly built facility &
Military Complex with a concrete sarcophagus to harden the facility agai
according to the Institute for Science and International Security.[34] Israce
2024 .[35] Iran has also covered the anti-drone cage at the Pilot Fuel Enri
Natanz Nuclear Complex with panels.[36] Israel struck the PFEP, which co
in June 2025.[37] Recent US intelligence has also found that Iran is trying
deeper underground, according to a person familiar with recent US intell
January 29.[38] It is unclear which facilities Iran is trying to rebuild deep
has been conducting construction at the Mount Kolang Gaz La facility neal
unspecil ed analystsWashdnfpteon iPoSeptember 2025, could contain undergro
between 260 and 330 feet deep.[39]

CTP-ISW previously assessed that Iran has been prioritizing the reconstiti
program after the Israel-lran War.[40] Iran has sought to reconstruct builc
planetary mixers at the Parchin and Shahroud military complexes.[41] Plal
producing solid fuel for ballistic missiles. The United States reportedly in
planetary mixers from the People s Republic of China in the Indian Ocean
attack on Iran would presumably disrupt Iran s el orts to reconstitute its b
Ilran would likely expend its ballistic missile stockpile to retaliate against
has also reported that Israel asked the United States to strike Iran s balli
to attack lran in order to limit Iran s ability to retaliate.[43]

The Iranian regime is also reportedly concerned that a US strike could trig
internal unrdstur current Iranian ol cials told Reuters on February 2 that h
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei that public anger over the regime s brutal c
protests has reached a point that fear is no longer a deterrent. [44] The
US strike on Iran could embolden Iranians to resume protesting and ind
political establishment. One of the ol cials stated that a US attack combit
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the regime to collapse, adding that this is the main concern among senic
previously assessed that the regime has suppressed the protest movement
regime s unsustainable securitization measures and refusal to address the
triggered the recent protest movement could cause protests to resume.[45

The Syrian government, in coordination with the Syrian Democratic Forces
internal security forces to SDF territory, which marks the Girst successful
between the two parties and a major step toward the SDF s integration int
Syrian General Security Service (GSS) members entered Hasakah City and
of Kobani, Aleppo Province, on February 2 under the escort of SDF internz
Asayish).[46] GSS s deployment to Hasakah comes after the Syrian govern
point agreement on January 30 that outlines the SDF s gradual integration
Hasakah Province Internal Security Commander Brigadier General Marwan
Hasakah City and met with SDF leadership, including SDF commander Siar
reportedly proposed Afrin for the Hasakah Province deputy director of sec
government on February 1.[49] Ali told Kurdish media following his meetil
coordination with Asayish forces, will protect [Hasakah City] together. [50
media that the Syrian government formed a committee to pursue the Asayi
Ministry of Interior.[51] Ali told Syrian media on February 2 that the GSS
GSS delegation to Qamishli on February 3, where they will begin integrati
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GSS forces also deployed to villages south of Kobani, including al Shuyou

Province, which were previously sites of intense MoD-SDF 0 ghting.[53] Co
who is Aleppo Province s internal security commander, led the GSS deploy
with Asayish leaders in Kobani on February 1.[54] Ghani repeatedly referr
name during a February 1 interview with Syrian media rather than by its A
notable shift in government rhetoric.[55] Pro-SDF sources circulated videc
the SDF and GSS forces in al Shuyoukh, where the SDF reportedly agreed
villages south of Kobani, including al Shuyoukh, to the Syrian government
established joint checkpoints in Shayklar village, Aleppo Province, on Feb
posted by pro-SDF media.[57]
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Assessed Control of Terrain South of Kobani

February 2, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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The Syrian government has not yet approved the SDF s proposed appointm
prominent Syrian government positions, but sources indicate that the gove
approve at least some of the propblsal3ajbBgry 30 agreement stipulated tha
would propose several candidates for key local positions in the Syrian go\
reportedly submitted its nominees, including former SDF public relations c
the Hasakah Province governor, on February 1.[60] Syrian government sou
Syria analyst that Ahmad traveled to Damascus on February 2 and is expe
as Hasakah Province governor.[61] Ahmad similarly stated on February 1 t
approved his nomination and that he would travel to Damascus soon.[62] A
in Hasakah City on February 2 suggests that the Syrian government also a
Afrin to serve as the Hasakah Province deputy director of security. [63]

Reported violations by SDF-al liated Asayish forces during the GSS s depl
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City could threaten the January 30 @apeeAmayitsh reportedly 0 red at and arr
who were violating an Asayish-imposed daytime curfew in Hasakah on Feb
deploying to the area.[64] The Asayish s reported violations could jeopard
the January 30 agreement. The January 30 agreement stipulates that both
the SDF will cease arrests related to the recentd ghting.[65] A group of A
refused to comply with a January 8 US-mediated ceaselre in Aleppo City,
army el orts to capture Kurdish-majority neighborhoods there.[66] The Asa
forces rather than civilians in that instance, however.[67] The Asayish wi
curfew ahead of the GSS s arrival in Qamishli on February 3.[68]
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Iran Update

TURKEY

Region in Focus

The Iranian regime is conducting SAUDI
a concerted campaign that ARABIA
involves diplomatic,
informational, and military lines
of effort to try to prevent US
military action against Iran.
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o TEHRAN, IRAN. The Iranian regime seeks to deter US military action, in part because US
military action would presumably disrupt Iran’s efforts to reconstitute its nuclear
and ballistic missile programs. The Iranian regime is also reportedly concerned that a US
strike could trigger renewed internal unrest in Iran.

o TEHRAN, IRAN. Iranian officials have signaled openness to resuming nuclear negotiations
with the United States in recent days, likely to try to delay or prevent a US attack on Iran.
Iran is unlikely to accede to US President Donald Trump’s preconditions for negotiations.
The United States has demanded that Iran permanently halt uranium enrichment, limit its
ballistic missile program, and end “all support” for the Axis of Resistance.

o TEHRAN, IRAN. The Iranian regime has continued to warn that a US attack on Iran would
trigger a regional conflict. This warning is part of the regime's ongoing informational effort
to exploit the United States’ concerns about a protracted regional war to try to deter a US
attack. The Iranian regime has also highlighted its armed forces’ ability and willingness to
respond to a US attack as part of its military effort to try to prevent such an attack.
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Key Takeaways

l.lranian E0 orts to Prevent a US Attddle dnalriam: regime is conducting a
campaign that involves diplomatic, informational, and military lines of
military action against Iran. The Iranian regime seeks to deter US mili
US military action would presumably disrupt Iran s el orts to reconstitl
missile programs. The Iranian regime is also reportedly concerned tha
renewed internal unrest in Iran.

2.US-Iran Nuclear Negotiaaimia: o0 cials have signaled openness to resul
negotiations with the United States in recent days, likely to try to del:
Iran. Iran is unlikely to accede to US President Donald Trump s preco
United States has demanded that Iran permanently halt uranium enrich
missile program, and end all support for the Axis of Resistance.

3.lranian Threats to Refldleateanian regime has continued to warn that a
would trigger a regional condict. This warning is part of the regime s
exploit the United States concerns about a protracted regional war to
Iranian regime has also highlighted its armed forces ability and willin
attack as part of its military el ort to try to prevent such an attack.

4 .SDF Integration into the Syrian Gdwherisrgeirmtn government, in coordinat
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), deployed internal security forces to
drst successful collaboration between the two parties and a major stej
integration into the Syrian state.

lran

The Iranian Artesh Ground Forces will hold a military exercise in Qasr-e S
Kermanshah Province, on February 2antd 3rpéOthe 181st Armored Brigade,
based in Eslamabad-e Gharb, Kermanshah Province, will participate in the
Ground Forces may conduct this exercise in response to the regime s conc
groups that operate in western and northwestern Iran. The regime has hist
of inciting social unrest among Iran s Kurdish population.[71] The Kurdist:
an attack on Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) positions in Kerm
recent protests, killing an unspecil ed number of IRGC personnel.[72] The
Ground Forces 29th Nabi Akram Division to suppress protests in Kermansh

Former Iranian President Hassan Rouhani warned on January 31 that the |
face renewed nationwide protests if it does not implement major reforms t
Iranian public s grievandesuh/ad)i echoed the regime s rhetoric that terrori
advantage of popular protests but added that the regime should not use st
legitimate demands of the people.[75] Rouhani stated that the regime sh
should instead implement reforms so that the population does not seek fo
ISW previously assessed that the regime has not indicated a willingness t
of the recent protest movement, which increases the probability of renewe
stated that the regime should try to mitigate tensions with the United Stat
including parliamentarians, criticized Rouhani for his remarks.[79] Parlian
criticized Rouhani s call for reform and called on the judiciary to prosecul
mismanagement during his presidency, for example.[80]
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lraq

Some Shia Coordination Framework parties are pressuring the two main Kt
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK),
presidential candidate to accelerate the government foFrmatStnapCooedsnati
Framework is a loose coalition of Iragi Shia political parties, some of whi
parliamentarian Mahmoud Faleh al Sayed threatened on February 1 to coll
parliament if parliament fails to elect a president again.[81] The Iraqi par
session to elect a president on February 1 due to a lack of quorum.[82] Tt
that one-third of parliamentarians, or the prime minister with the presiden
to dissolve parliament, which requires an absolute majority to pass.[83] A
including Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani, Badr Organization lea
Foundation Coalition leader Mohsen al Mandalawi, held separate meetings
Iraqi Kurdistan on February 2 to discuss the presidency.[84] The KDP and
over which party will hold the presidency since the November 2025 electio
of a president draw out the government formation process because the ney
responsible for selecting the prime minister-designate from the largest pa
government.[86] Disputes between the KDP and the PUK over the presiden
in government formation following the 2021 elections.[87]

The lraqi Security Forces (ISF) reportedly expelled Iranian-backed lraqgi m
from its base south of Baghdad City on JakwargyuBily[88urce told Iraqgi medi
January 31 that the ISF forcibly evacuated the militia, which controls the
Forces Brigade, after it refused to comply with an unspecild ed judicial ord
Popular Mobilization Forces is an lraqi state security service that include
backed Iraqgi militias, many of which answer to Iran instead of the lraqi pr
comes as the United States is pressuring the Iraqi federal government to «
militias.[91]

Syria

Syrian Interior Ministry forces dismantled a Hezbollah-linked cell on Febrl
conducted multiple attacks targeting the Syrian town of Mezzeh, Rif Dimas
the Mezzeh military airp8wtrii®@®2]forces conducted a series of precise oper
and dismantled the cell, arrested all of its members, and seized weapons,
The Syrian Interior Ministry announced that the cell received its rockets,

from Hezbollah.[94] The cell used Katyusha-type rockets in its recent atta
historically used Katyusha rockets in its attacks against Israel.[96] Hezbo
and claimed that it has no ties to any group inside Syria.[97]

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J
of the protests in Iran.
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Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

Nothing signid cant to report.

POWERED BY: Elﬂ:l BABELSTREET

Endnotes

[1] https://www.tasnimnews dot ir/fa/lnews/1404/11/13/3507091 ;
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/middle-east-pushes-for-iran-u-s-me
bl9?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqeGloU1drXrl51qzHkshJ7xhsBxGiQO3ICbzT.
3D&gaa_ts=6980ce5f&gaa_sig=vevmw8WclajcqwGgzO8EMV88WARX7TKANW!
huO3XtNhmjykhF18bI56TtWpfHDwWOW%3D%3D ;

[2] https://www.dailysabah dot com/politics/diplomacy/president-erdogan-n
istanbul-for-talks

[3] https://www.axios.com/2026/02/02/iran-nuclear-talks-trump-military

[4] https://x.com/alilarijani_ir/status/2017654208283963746

[5] https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/11/world/middleeast/us-iran-talks-tru
[6] https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/28/politics/trump-threats-iran-nuclear-pr«

[7] https://www.cnn.com/2026/02/01/middleeast/iran-diplomat-araghchi-int
https://en.mehrnews dot com/news/231130/ ; https://www.tasnimnews dot
com/fa/news/1404/01/27/3292802

[8]
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-examines-diplomacy-with-1
ol cial-says-2026-02-02/

[9] https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/u-s-iran-begin-high-stakes-nucl
[10]
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-examines-diplomacy-with-1
ol cial-says-2026-02-02/

[11] https://www.chn.com/2026/02/01/middleeast/iran-diplomat-araghchi-in
[12]
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-examines-diplomacy-with-1

ol cial-says-2026-02-02/

[13]
https://apnews.com/article/iran-nuclear-iaea-weapons-grade-uranium-c3ae

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



324
[14] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-june-4
[15] https://farsi.khamenei dot ir/news-content?id=60355

[16] https://t.me/sepah_pasdaran/178437 ; https://www.tasnimnews dot ir/
; https://x.com/Entekhab_ _News/status/20183041709865247947?s=20

[17] https://www.tasnimnews dot ir/fa/news/1404/11/13/3507659

[18] https://www.tasnimnews dot ir/fa/news/1404/11/13/3507659

[19] https://t.me/s/defapress_ir/47991

[20] https://www.npr.org/2026/02/01/nx-s1-5695698/iran-khamenei-us-atta
[21] https://www.tasnimnews dot ir/fa/news/1404/11/13/3507326

[22] https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/15/us/politics/trump-iran-israel-us.t
[23] https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/02/01/iran-missiles-persi
[24]
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2020/01/14/796219386/the-aftert
n-an-iraqi-base-housing-u-s-troops ;
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Ar:
es-successfully-defend-against-iranian-ballistic-missile-atta/

[25] https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2017357050209333388

[26] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-januar
[27] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-januar
[28]
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/middle-east-pushes-for-iran-u-s-me
bl9?gaa_ at=eafs&gaa_ nh=AWEtsqeGloU1drXrl51qzHkshJ7xhsBxGiQO3ICbzT.

3D&gaa_ts=6980ce5f&gaa_sig=vevmw8WclajcqwGgzO8EmMV88WARX7TKANW!
huO3XtNhmjykhF18bI56 TtWpfHDWOW%3D%3D

[29] https://t.me/s/defapress_ir/47988 ; https://t.me/defapress_ir/48002

[30] https://www.chn.com/2026/02/01/middleeast/iran-diplomat-araghchi-in
dot ir/fa/lnews/804871; https://tasnimnews dot ir/fa/news/1404/11/04/34997

[31] https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/02/01/iran-missiles-persi

[32] https://t.me/moriahdoron/23179 ;
https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-december-:

[33] https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/The-State-of-the-Axi:

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



[34]
https://isis-online.org/isis-reports/imagery-update-concrete-sarcophagus-ec

[35] https://www.axios.com/2024/11/15/iran-israel-destroyed-active-nuclea
[36] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-januar
[37] https://x.com/TheGoodISIS/status/1933539314148823467

[38] https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/28/politics/trump-threats-iran-nuclear-p
[39] https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/09/26/iran-un
[40] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-decem

[41]
https://apnews.com/article/iran-missiles-planetary-mixers-israel-war-527b
a64

[42] https://t.me/moriahdoron/27646 ;
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/12/us/politics/cargo-ship-seized-iran-chi

[43] https://13tv dot co dot il/litem/news/politics/security/kgjn7-904942423

[44]
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-fears-us-strike-may-reigni
-say-2026-02-02/

[45] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-januar

[46] https://thenewregion dot com/posts/4469;
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syrian-government-forces-deplc
er-ceaselire-deal-2026-02-02/ ;

[47] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-februa
https://x.com/ibrahimhamidi/status/2017975310684172338 https://www.maj
com/node/329453/%D9%88%D8%AB%D8%WA7T%D8%A6%D9%82-
%D9%88%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%WB1%WD8%WA7T%D8WAA/%D8%AT7T%DI%!
9%84%D8%A9-%D8%WAA%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A-
%D9%84%D9%80%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%WA7T%D8WAA%DI%81%D8%A7%DI9%S8
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7T%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A8%DI9%8A%DI %!
%D8%A7T%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9 %

[48] https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/2018336375427178599 ;
https://x.com/vvanwilgenburg/status/2018340509102547074

[49] https://x.com/nahermedia/status/2017871877696295363

[50] https://www.kurdistan24 dot net/en/story/891496/new-hasakah-securit
phased-implementation-of-damascus-sdf-accord

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



[51] https://x.com/vvanwilgenburg/status/2018318724571205831
[52] https://x.com/vvanwilgenburg/status/2018404590421684389

[53] https://www.facebook.com/share/v/14Y680P7qjy/ ;
https://x.com/vvanwilgenburg/status/2018311583701549485 ;
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16zEJbQCKkS/

[54]
https://wladimirvanwilgenburg.substack.com/p/aleppo-security-chief-visits:
xpanded-share&utm_medium=web&triedRedirect=true

[55] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB7etMsfhZg ;
https://wladimirvanwilgenburg.substack.com/p/aleppo-security-chief-visits:
xpanded-share&utm_medium=webé&triedRedirect=true

[56] https://www.facebook.com/share/v/14Y680P7qjy/ ;
https://x.com/vvanwilgenburg/status/2018311583701549485 ;
https://x.com/CdricLabrousse/status/2018383455625560491

[57] https://www.facebook.com/share/v/185Uq8hfMT/

[58] https://www.enabbaladi dot net/794075/%d8%a7%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%83%d9%88%d9%85%d8%a?-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%88%d9%82%
%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%ae%d9%84-%d9%85%d8%b1%d8%ad%d9%84/ ;
https://x.com/Charles_Lister/status/2018326618238755072

[59] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-februa
https://x.com/ibrahimhamidi/status/2017975310684172338 https://www.maj
com/node/329453/%D9%88%D8%WAB%D8%A7%D8%A6%DI%82-
%D9%88%D9%85%D8%WB0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%A7%DI%!
9%84%D8%A9-%D8%AA%DI%B86%WD8%BA4%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A-
%D9%84%D9%80%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%WAA%DI%81%D8%A7%DI%8
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A8%D9%8A%DI %
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%DI9I%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9 %

[60] https://www.enabbaladi dot net/794075/%d8%a7%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%83%d9%88%d9%85%d8%a9-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%bl1%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%88%d9%82Y%
%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%ae%d9%84-%d9%85%d8%bl1%d8%ad%d9%84/ ;
https://x.com/vvanwilgenburg/status/2017705411474755684 ;
https://x.com/nahermedia/status/2017871877696295363

[61] https://x.com/Charles_Lister/status/2018326618238755072

[62] https://www.enabbaladi dot net/794075/%d8%a7%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%83%d9%88%d9%85%d8%a9-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%88%d9%82Y%

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%ae%d9%84-%d9%85%d8%b1%d8%ad%d9%84/

[63] https://x.com/Charles Lister/status/2018326618238755072 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/2018336375427178599 ;
https://x.com/vvanwilgenburg/status/2018340509102547074

[64] https://x.com/SimNasr/status/2018317402287522138 ; https://t.me/Tel
https://x.com/DeirEzzore/status/2018309297122295958 ;
https://x.com/DeirEzzore/status/2018312454040690694 ;
https://x.com/AJSyriaNowN/status/2018328413224735215

[65] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-februa
https://x.com/ibrahimhamidi/status/2017975310684172338 https://www.maj
com/node/329453/%D9%88%D8%WAB%WD8%A7T%D8%A6%DI%82-
%D9%88%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%A7%DI%!
9%84%D8%A9-%D8%AA%DI%86%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A-
%D9%84%D9%80%D8%WA7T%D9%84%D8%WA7%D8%WAA%DO9%81%D8%AT7T%D9%8
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A8%D9%8A%DI %!
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9 %

[66] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-januar
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/kurdish-councils-syrias-aleppo-
-09/ ; https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/2009586124482646259

[67] https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/2009581031565976057

[68] https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/2018400789098590425

[69] https://www.mehrnews dot com/news/6737484

[70]
https://www.criticalthreats.org/wp-content/uploads/Artesh-Ground-Forces-

essed.pdf

[71] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/irans-kurdish-insurgency ;
https://amwaj.media/en/article/kurdish-militancy-in-iran-uncertain-as-arme

[72] https://x.com/PAKenglishh/status/2011137160376959056

[73] https://t.me/mehrnews/343631

[74] https://www.rouhanihassan dot com/Fa/News/116596/

[75] https://www.rouhanihassan dot com/Fa/News/116596/

[76] https://www.rouhanihassan dot com/Fa/News/116596/

[77] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-januar

[78] https://www.rouhanihassan dot com/Fa/News/116596/

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



[79] https://www.sharghdaily dot com/fa/tiny/news-1085104; https://www.m
com/news/6736819/; https://www.khabaronline dot ir/news/2176394/; https
com/fa/news/945487

[80] https://www.khabaronline dot ir/inews/2176394

[81] https://shafaq dot com/ar/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%WA7%D8%B3%D8%A9/!
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-
%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%88%WD9%B8AWD8%AD-%D8%A8%D8%WAD%DI%84-
%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%88%D 8% !
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%WA7%D9%82%D9%8A

[82] https://www.alaraby dot
co.uk/politics/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AT7%
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%Bl1%WD8%A7%D9%82%D9%8A-%D9%8A%DS8%.
%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9-
%D8WAT7T%WD9%84%WD8%AB%WDB8WA7T%WD9%86%WD9%8A%D8WA9-%D8%A8%D8%
%D8%WAC%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%WA9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%DE8%AEY%DS8%
%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%WAC%DI%B85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%WB1%DI9%B8A%D8%A

[83] https://iqg.parliament dot ig/en/the-constitution/

https://www.mawazin dot net/Details.aspx?jimare=272905[84] https://shafa
com/ar/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%WA7%D8%B3%D8%A9/%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AF%WD8%WA7T%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%!
%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1-

%D8WAT7T%D9%84%WD8%WAA%DI%WE86%WDB8%WB3%WD9%8A%DOI%82%DI%EA-%D9I9%:
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8.

[85] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-januar

[86] https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/unpacking-iraqgs-fec
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/11/with-voting-in-irag-compl

gins.php ;
https://www.middleeastbulletin.com/irags-newly-elected-parliament-holds-C
rnment-formation

[87]
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-14/iraq-elects-new-president-and-pr
8932

[88] https://shafaq dot com/ar//'p2pDp*-pop'pipepY - pipDpR ' - @p* -ptpap pa -pbpdpYapOpR - '|

[89] https://shafaq dot com/ar//'papDp*-pop'pipepY - )pipDpR ' - @p* -ptpap pa -pbpdp¥apOpR - '|
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/prol le-saraya-al-jihad

[90]

https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/the-leadership-and-pur
ion-forces/

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



[91] https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-decem
https://www.newarab dot com/analysis/irags-elections-high-stakes-vote-am
https://www.state.gov/releases/ol ce-of-the-spokesperson/2025/10/secreta
minister-mohammed-shiaa-al-sudani-2

[92] https://t.me/syrianmoi/28793 ;

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/shells-unknown-origin-land-nea
e-tv-says-2025-12-09/ ; https://x.com/nahermedia/status/1989562976622323
https://t.me/sana_gov/149950 ; https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/72676 ; https:

[93] https://t.me/syrianmoi/28793
[94] https://t.me/syrianmoi/28793

[95] https://english dot enabbaladi.net/archives/2026/02/syria-claims-arre
attacks-alleges-hezbollah-link/

[96] https://iranpress dot com/content/288259/hezbollah-Gres-barrage-katy
positions ; https://www.indiatoday dot in/world/story/katyusha-rockets-sov
israel-2587534-2024-08-25 ; https://academic.oup.com/book/58679/chaptel
dot almanar.com.Ib/2182853

[97]

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syria-arrests-group-behind-mez
raced-hezbollah-2026-02-01/

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



lran Update, February 3

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Katherine Wells, Carolyn Moorman, Benjamin Schmida, Ben Rezaei, Zahra
Fattah, Parker Hempel, Avery Borens, Brian Carter

Analyst Not®sta Cutold: 2:00 PM ET

Toplines

Iran conducted two probing operations against the US Navy in the Persian
designed to test US Navy defensive reactions and demonstrate Ilran s abili
forces and assfnslranian Shahed-129 surveillance drone attempAddatoamppt
Lincobnd its strike group on February 3.[1] US Central Command (CENTCC
Navy took de-escalatory measures before a US Fi3b€olingbtoempdeld arrodn the
destroyed the drone.[2] It is unclear how close theLincaikido gt tlhenwdyp th
theLincogroup responded to the drone s approach can give Iran useful inte
Navy will engage Iranian drones operating in its vicinity. A probing action
disposition, and reactions of an opposing force.

It is not clear if the Shahed-129 got close enoughLimcodiletest gmoawperyhofu gin
the IRGC claimed that it did collect intelligence on US movements. Islami
(IRGC)-al liated Tasnim News Agency reported on February 3 that an lrani
conducting its routine and legal mission in international waters to identi
movements and successfully transmitted imagery to its control center befo
The Shahed-129 is an intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR
Shahed-136 one-way attack drone that Russia has used in Ukraine.[4] Iran
extensively across the Middle East, including to attack and collect intellig
Israel.[5]

Two small Iranian fast attack craft, supported by a surveillance drone, att
US-G0agged tanker in the Persian Gulf three lincrsl mfttiedre tfibe tanker, the
M/®Stena Imperahtiverefueled US Navy vessels at sea in the past.[6] Arleigl
USS McFaul responded to the incident and escorted the tanker.[7] Iran lik
to spur a US Navy reaction and determine how and when the US Navy woul
provocation in the future. The IRGC probably also selected the vessel bec
vessels.

These two incidents may be the beginning of an Iranian maritime escalatic
deter a US strike by demonstrating Iran s capability to challenganUlsasaval
previously escalated against the United States in the Persian Gulf in 2019
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US-Flagged Tanker Stena Imperative's Route in the Strait of Hormuz
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The lranian regime appears to be altering its demands for the location ant
upcoming negotiations with US ol cials, which may be an attempt to furthe
negotiations to solely focus on its nucl®sgproglrsmurces told Western and
media on February 3 that the Iranian regime demanded that the location o
upcoming negotiations on February 6 be changed from Turkey to Oman.[9]
requested that only US and Iranian ol cials participate in the negotiations
the talks bilateral would remove several regional states that were original
talks in Turkey.[11] Several of these regional countries have called for a
addresses Iran s ballistic missile program and its regional proxies, which
restrict negotiations to only the nuclear issue. An Axios reporter reported
with knowledge of negotiations said that Iranian ol cials demanded a venu
the negotiations to only nuclear issues.[12]

Some unspecil ed Iranian regime o0 cials have 0 oated signid cant nuclear c
the United States, but other named senior regime ol cials speaking to non-
have 0 oated more limited concessions, which raises doubts about the sinc
speaking to Western nke/¢irm.the limited concessions do not mean US deman
enrichment, however. Two unspecil ed |Tdreidhewl ¥ baks diiorileeesbruary 2 that Ir
willing to shut down or suspend its nuclear program but would prefer the L
create a regional consortium to produce nuclear power.[13] An unspeciled
Reuters on February 2 that Iran is willing to accept zero enrichment unde
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hand over 400 kilograms of highly enriched uranium (HEU).[14T Wéh N ¢wo o0
York Timbat Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei recently sent a messag
Vliadimir Putin via Ilranian Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Secr
that Ilran may agree to ship its enriched uranium to Russia as it did under
Plan of Action (JCPOA).[15] The SNSC s Deputy Foreign Policy Minister A
February 2 that Iran does not have any intention to transfer its enriched u
however.[16] Supreme Leader Representative to the SNSC s Defense Coun
told a Lebanese Hezbollah-al liated outlet on February 2 that Iran could re
from 60 to 20 percent and that there was no reason for Russia to take Ir
under the JCPOA.[17] Shamkhani s proposal to reduce enrichment levels d
regime s decision makers are willing to concede to US demands of zero ur

Shamkhani specil cally spoke to Hezbollah-al liated media to reassure Iran
partners that Iran will continue to support them and not give in to the US
supporShamkhani stated on February 2 that Iran is being attacked by the |
because of its resistance position and noted that Iran will continue to sup
Resistance.[18] Shamkhani added that Iran may negotiate with the United
escalates in the region.[19] Shamkhani is referring to the United States i
the region amid threats to strike the Iranian regime. Shamkhani said that
war with the United States and that Iran would strike Israel if the United ¢
however.[20]

Students at a memorial for a student and protester whom the regime killed
Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi Province, on February 3, against the regime s
crackdown.[Z2hle protest occurred at Azad University s Medical Services Fa
forces killed Faezeh Hosseinnejad, the slain protester for whom students
protests in Mashhad on January 9.[22] Protest activity peaked on January
regime massively expanded its use of lethal force and killed thousands of
regime has historically tried to block funeral and commemoration ceremon
into anti-regime protests.[24]
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The lraqi Shia Coordination Framework is likely pressuring the two main I
to agree on an lraqgi presidential candidate to reduce the likelihood that p
opposed to State of Law Coalition head Nouri al Maliki will collectively bl
election to delay or prevent Maliki from becomingMualirhe sncaisdedacy is bac
by Iran and opposed by the United States.[25] The framework announced ¢
supports Maliki for the premiership amid US and domestic opposition.[26]
including some within the framework, have rejected Maliki serving another
Unspecil ed sources told Iragi media on February 3 that the framework s a
Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) to agreé
are part of a framework edort to prevent a blocking third that could impe
framework delegation held separate meetings with KDP and PUK leaders ir
to discuss the presidency, which CTP-ISW assessed was a part of some fr
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accelerate the government formation process.[29] The KDP and PUK have
party will hold the presidency since the November 2025 elections.[30] The
second session to elect a president on February 1 due to a lack of quorum
told Iraqgi media on February 1 that Shia and Sunni dil erences over candic
did not add further information.[32] Parliament must elect a president via
thirds quorum requirement before the prime minister-designate can attemp
Framework parties blocked the presidential election after the 2022 parlian
nationalist cleric Muqgqtada al Sadr from forming a government without Iran
third, or 109 seats, would block the presidential election.[35] Iraqi media
following parties could form a blocking third: the Progress Party, the Nati
Sovereignty Alliance, Asaib Ahl al Haq s Sadigoun political wing, the Nati
Imam Ali leader Shibl al Zaidi s Services Alliance, the PUK, and the lIraqi
Movement.[36] If Iraqi media reporting is correct and these parties are ac
control 108 seats one short of a blocking third.[37] A delay in the KDP an
presidential candidate could provide these parties, and other parties oppo
recruit other parties to join the blocking third. A relatively small blocking
parties exposed to framework el orts to peel away one or more of the bloc!
inducements.

The Iraqi State of Law Coalition is reportedly moving forward with its thre
Parliament Speaker and Progress Party member Hebet al Halbousi due to 1
Party s continued opposition to MaRikdoB8truction and Development Coaliti
parliamentarian told Iraqgi media on February 2 that the State of Law Coali
Halbousi due to ongoing electoral deadlock. [39] This parliamentarian s s
Law Coalition parliamentarian threatening Halbousi s position on January
support Maliki for the premiership.[40] The Progress Party has led the Sut

Maliki claimed in a February 3 interview that he can disarm Iranian-backe
to his close ties with the groups, almost certainly in an attempt to reduc
his nomination as prime minid&terup4pkcid ed senior Iraqi ol cial similarly to
journalist in December 2025 that Maliki told the United States via unspeci
disarm Iranian-backed Iragi militias if the United States supported his bid
ISW assessed at the time that Maliki would likely attempt to transform ele
establishment into a force that he could use to enhance his personal powe
United States has also implicitly opposed in recent weeks by highlighting
previous administration.[44] Maliki pursued sectarian and authoritarian po
the US withdrawal in 2011 and 2014, which contributed to the rise of the |
Sham (ISIS) in Irag.[45] The United States ultimately delayed support for
Maliki was removed from power due to his direct role in destabilizing Iraq

Maliki likely claimed that he would disarm Iranian-backed lraqgi militias wh
it could garner him US support for another term. The United States has co
federal government to disarm Iranian-backed Iraqi militias since 2025.[47]
expressed its opposition to Maliki in multiple ways, including when the US
Maliki that the US rejects him as prime minister.[48] The United States ha
Ilraqgi federal government to exclude Iranian-backed Iraqi political actors f
Maliki s admission of his close ties with Iranian-backed Iraqgqi militias du
underscores why the United States rejects him for the premiership.[50]

Current Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani s unwillingness to
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from the premiership indicates that Sudani seeks to retain power and ind u
government, despite his public support for Maliki to becoihraqgdrimrea iraihd ake
a letter from the Iraqgi Parliament to the Iraqi electoral commission on Feb
to assume his parliament seat, which would force him to relinquish his po:
minister.[51] Sudani has headed a caretaker government with limited powe
government s mandate ended after the 2025 elections.[52] Sudani withdre\
on January 13, but CTP-ISW has assessed that Sudani still likely aims to
and domestic opposition to Maliki.[53] Sudani served as a part of the fram
separate meetings with KDP and PUK leaders on February 2 in a likely att
PUK to agree on a presidential candidate and accelerate the government f
media also did not name Sudani s Reconstruction and Development Coaliti
the presidential election.[55] Sudani could be supporting the framework s
receive the premiership if a blocking third were to materialize and deter
Maliki as prime minister. Sudani appears to be maneuvering himself to ha\
receive other positions in the Iraqi government, although his consistent p
minister demonstrates that he would prefer the premiership. The framewor
nominate him even if the framework rejects Maliki, however, due to many |
standing opposition to Sudani.[56]

The Syrian government, in coordination with the Syrian Democratic Forces
continued to deploy its forces in SDF-controlled territory as part of the SI
the Syrian st&terian General Security Service (GSS) members entered Qam
on February 3 under the escort of SDF s internal security forces (known a
previously announced the deployment on February 2, which is part of the

that outlines the SDF s gradual integration into the Syrian state.[58] Hasa
Commander Brigadier General Marwan al Ali led the GSS convoy into Qami
Ministry of Interior (Mol) spokesperson Noureddine al Baba.[59] Ali and B.
Commander Siaman Afrin and Asayish General Command member Halima M
Qamishli.[60] Afrin is reportedly the SDF-proposed Hasakah Province Dep!
previously met with Ali in Hasakah City on February 2.[61] The Asayish im
which Baba said was necessary to rebuild trust between the SDF and the (
state media on February 3.[62] Local sources reported that the Asayish di
shootings of unarmed civilians, unlike during the GSS s February 2 deploy
called the Asayish s arrests of Arab civilians in Hasakah City on February
that the Syrian government will implement measures to resolve the issue.|
shootings indicates that the government and the SDF resolved the issue. [
arrests all ected the agreement, which indicates that the Asayish s activity
line that would spoil the agreement despite the Syrian government s disa

The Syrian government and SDF have also made gestures to build mutual 1
agreement. Local pro-government and pro-SDF sources both reported that
SDF will conduct a prisoner exchange of all prisoners without exception
February.[65] Multiple Syrian sources also reported that the SDF transferr
whom the SDF had previously detained at Kobani Prison and allegedly exe
Aleppo Province, on February 3.[66] A Syrian source said the transfer was
the January 30 agreement.[67]
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The SDF s Women s Protection Unit (YPJ) s reported refusal to disarm unc
for Syrian government and SDF negotiators to clarify whether the Syrian N
(MoD) will integrate tideY¥®.J reportedly announced on January 31 that it
SDF s implementation of the January 30 agreement but noted that it would
formed SDF brigades integrated into the MoD.[68] The January 30 agreemeée
YPJ integration, but Western media reported on January 30 that the Syriar
forming a women s brigade.[69] YPJ spokespersonTRekBele dtaipdemadaty |8
that the YPJ has refused to lay down its arms and vowed that Syrian gove
our land over our dead bodies. [70] The YPJ also continued to mobilize an
Qamishli, Hasakah Province, on February 2.[71] Mohammad added that the
an autonomous armed group within the four Kurdish brigades and that the
vehicles and heavy weapons regardless of whether the ceaselire agreemen
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government and the SDF s inability to clarify the integration status of the
unintegrated units, such as the YPJ or elements of these units, initiating
Syrian government forces.

CTP-ISW is adjusting its January 27 assessed likely course of action (CO/
continued confusion over its integration, isolated reports of continued SD|
northeastern Hasakah Province, and the Syrian government and SDF s not
implementing the January 30 ceaselire agreement.[73] CTP-ISW now asses
likely COA is that some Kurdish G ghters may attempt to conduct a low-gra
similar in scope and attack rate to the pro-Assad[BS3] insurgency during t
January and FebruaryA28&28ists conducted sporadic insurgent attacks targe
forces daily from January to February 2025, with a high of six attacks on .
sporadic Assadist attack largely occurred in Latakia, Tartous, and Hama p
government military and security forces.[75] Assadist insurgent activity in
in an insurgent ol ensive in coastal Syria in March 2025, which resulted in
forces committing massacres against the Alawite population there.[76] The
rapidly thereafter, however, due to el ective government counterinsurgenc
of public support for the Assadist insurgents, who struggled to present the
Alawites.[77] The YPJ s previously stated confusion over their integration
source that Kurdish 0 ghters have continued to mobilize in northeastern Ha
suggest that a low-level Kurdish insurgency is the most likely COA.[78] T¥F
the January 30 agreement, especially the mutual restriction of SDF and M
reduces the likelihood of a widespread Kurdish insurgency or even a low-g¢
portions of the YPG and other militias.[79] CTP-ISW now assesses that th
insurgency than previously forecasted based on this evidence. A low-grad
threaten the implementation of the January 30 agreement and the SDF s ir
however.
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o Persian Gulf. Iran conducted two probing operations against the US Nawy in the Persian
Gulflikely designed to test US Navy defensive reactions and demonstrate Iran’'s ability to
threaten US forces and assets. Two small Iranian fast attack craft, supported by a
surveillance drone, attempted to seize a US-flagged tanker in the Persian Gulf three
hours after the Lincoln incident. These two incidents may be the beginning of an lranian
maritime escalation that seeks fo detera US strike by demonstrating lran’s capability to
challenge US naval activity,

o Tehran, Iran. The Iranian regime appears to be altering its demands for the location and
structure of its upcoming negotiations with US officials, which may be an attempt to
further restrict negotiations to solely focus on its nuclear program.

o Baghdad, Iraq. The Iragi Shia Coordination Framework is likely pressuring the two main
Iragi Kurdish blocs to agree on an lragi presidential candidate to reduce the likelihcod
that political parties opposed to State of Law Coalition head Nouri al Maliki will decide to
collectively block the presidential election in order to delay or prevent Maliki from
becoming prime minister.

Key Takeaways

l.lranian Navy Actilvay:conducted two probing operations against the US
Gulf, likely designed to test US Navy defensive reactions and demonsH
US forces and assets. A probing action seeks to test the strength, dis
opposing force. These two incidents may be the beginning of an Irania
seeks to deter a US strike by demonstrating Iran s capability to challe
2.lran s Negotiation Denmherdilganian regime appears to be altering its del
location and structure of its upcoming negotiations with US ol cials, w
further restrict negotiations to solely focus on its nuclear program. Sc
regime ol cials have 0 oated signid cant nuclear concessions with the U
named senior regime ol cials speaking to non-Western outlets have 0 o
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concessions, which raises doubts about the sincerity of ol cials speak

3.lraqi Actors Attempt to Secure the PTdmibmasdiigshia Coordination Frame
likely pressuring the two main Iraqi Kurdish blocs to agree on an lraqi
reduce the likelihood that political parties opposed to State of Law Co
will collectively block the presidential election to delay or prevent Ma
minister.

4.Sudani s Role in the Iraqgi Goveumnrreettliraqi Prime Minister Mohammad !
Sudani s unwillingness to formally step down from the premiership ind
retain power and inluence in the government, despite his public suppc
prime minister.

5.Syrian Government-SDF Agréamemntrian government, in coordination wi
Democratic Forces (SDF), has continued to deploy its forces in SDF-c«
the SDF s integration into the Syrian state.

6.Forecasting Next Steps in Northeai€PnISWias adjusting its January 23
most likely course of action (COA) to redect the YPJ s continued confi
isolated reports of continued SDF mobilization in northeastern Hasaka
government and SDF s notable progress in implementing the January 3
ISW now assesses that the most likely COA is that some Kurdish 0 ghte
low-grade insurgency similar in scope and attack rate to the pro-Assa
period between January and February 2025.

lran

Iranian Law Enforcement Command (LEC) Commander Brigadier General At
appointed Brigadier General Aliakbar Javidan as the new LEC Border Guar
commander on FebruaryB3ip&Qier General Ahmadali Goudarzi was the prev|
Force commander.[81] The Iranian regime has not named Goudarzi to a ne
served as the LEC commander of Hormozgan Province since May 2023 and
Golestan and Kermanshah provinces before that.[82]

The Iranian regime likely seeks to expand internet restrictions due to the
Internet monitor Filter Watch reported on February 3 that the regime will \
individuals to permit them access, rather than allow internet accedshéor al
regime is reportedly using sophisticated service and customer segmentatit
to the internet, which enables the regime to maintain critical business ser
public s connection to the global web.[84] Filter Watch noted that the rece
could be the result of aggressive tests on the network; tests that enable
three states: intelligent surveillance, targeted disruption, and guided
added that the regime is moving away from a traditional policy-making env
room model, shifting to a centralized state monitoring facility, in which tl
technical delays in implementing network disconnections as an act of trec
imposed a nationwide internet shutdown on January 8 to conceal its unpre
on protests and prevent Iranians from being able to organize protests.[87]
extreme securitization el orts, which rell ect its concerns over renewed pro
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lraq

Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Asaib Ahl al Haq head Qais al Khazali discuss
and rejected any attacks that threaten regional security during a meeting
Ambassador to Irag Mohammad Kazem al Sadiq on THeisrmaergtih.d89dmes ami
el orts by members of Iran s Axis of Resistance, including many lIranian-bs
US attack on Iran.[90] Khazali and Sadiq also likely discussed Iraqgi gover
United States have historically exerted major inCuence in Iraqi governmen
selection of prime ministers.[91] Khazali reportedly opposes the Iranian-b
Prime Minister Nouri al Maliki as the new prime minister, and Sadiq may b
support Maliki s candidacy.[92]

Syria

Syrian President Ahmed al Shara met with a Kurdish National Council (KN
Damascus on February 3 to discuss the Syrian government s protection of
rights.[93]he KNC and Democratic Union Party (PYD) both supported decen
Syrian state to present a unid ed Kurdish front to the central government i
PYD are long-time rivals. The KNC delegation welcomed Shara s January !
Syrian Kurds are an integral and authentic part of the Syrian people an
key rights.[94] Syrian media reported that the KNC warned SDF Commande
future catastrophic military operations and urged him to prioritize negoti
January 25 meeting.[95] An unspecil ed source told Syria media that the K
responsible for the conlict against the Syrian government in northeaster

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J
of the protests in Iran.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

An Israeli think tank reported on February 2 that the Israel Defense Force
its most extensive airstrikes in January 2026, but the strikes were concen
Litani River.[97] The think tank s report is consistent with CTP-ISW s obs:
previous assessments that IDF airstrikes have largely shifted from south t
Litani River as LAF disarmament of Hezbollah Hése piDokg reecsrsckudcted at least
airstrikes targeting Hezbollah infrastructure and 0 ghters in Lebanon in Jal
conducted nearly twice the number of airstrikes in January 2026 as in Dec
airstrikes in a single month since the November 2025 Israel-Hezbollah ces
Israeli think tank noted that the majority of the IDF s airstrikes occurred 1
the Bekaa Valley, which is consistent with CTP-ISW s January 9 assessme
January 9 that the IDF airstrikes have recently shifted from south of the L
which suggests that Israel perceives a reduced threat south of the Litani.]|
targeting pattern also suggests that the LAF has had some moderate succt
reducing the threat the group poses to Israel from southern Lebanon.[102]

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War | v1.2.71



strike more positions south of the Litani River if Hezbollah had substantia

POWERED BY: Eﬂ BABELSTREET
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Iran and the United States are expected to hold talks in Oman on Februar)
brief cancellation of the meeting on February 4.[1] Iran continues to show
addressing US demands, which reduces the likelihood that Iran and the Un
able to reach a diplomatic solluteodnized States and Iran had previously ag
talks in Istanbul, Turkey, on February 6, with other regional states partici
0 exibility over the location and format of the talks prompted a brief cance
talks on February 4, according to two unspecil ed US ol cials.[4] The Irani
bilateral US-Iran talks and restrictions that would limit the talks to the Ire
broader negotiations desired by the United States that would address the
Iran s support for regional proxies.[5] Unspecilled ol cials separately told
least nine regional countries urged the United States not to cancel the tal
which led to a US decision to hold the February 6 talks despite the earliert
added that the Trump administration remains very skeptical that negotiat

The administration s skepticism is in response to Iran s ell orts to limit the
Trump administration seeks to discuss Iran s nuclear program, ballistic mi
network. Iran has signaled that it intends to limit US-Iranian discussions |
certainly because it is unwilling to make concessions on either of those tv
have repeatedly insisted that Iran will not negotiate on its ballistic missil
proxy and partner network, which constitute the main pillars of Iran s dete
strategies.[9] Supreme Leader Representative to the Supreme National Se
Council Ali Shamkhani told a Lebanese Hezbollah-alliated outlet on Febru
continue to support the Axis of Resistance.[10]

A UK-based Middle East-focused outlet reported on February 3 that some |
policymakers believe that the only credible deterrent against US military e
of a prolonged, costlyheaoutlet reported that Iranian regime members have
limited retaliatory Iranian military action can no longer deter the United S
against Iran.[11] Previous Iranian strikes that targeted US assets in the ri
action, such as Iran s strikes targeting Ain al Assad airbase in Iraqg in 202
States targeted killing of former IRGC-QF commander Qassem Soleimani)
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in June 2025 (in retaliation for the US strikes on the Iranian nuclear prog
under threat of potential US military action once again, despite its strike
ol cials appear to be reckoning with the concept that threatening similarly
targeting US assets will not deter the US from striking Iran again.

This report about the beliefs of some Iranian policymakers corroborates C
that Iran is attempting to deter US military action against Iran by forecast
prolonged regional war.[13] Iranian policymakers have almost certainly se
ongoing discussion in Western media about the Trump administration s fea
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei warned on February 1 that a US attack on Ir
war.[14] Foreign AO airs Minister Abbas Araghchi also warned on February
bases and that the ensuing condict would extend to the region if the Unite

Iranian senior political insiders also conirmed to the same outlet that Ara
Iranian nuclear negotiations with the United States, and Supreme National
(SNSC) Larijani is supervising Ilran s coordinatiommnagihnchussibo[h@ls servel
foreign al airs minister since August 2024, has been the main point of con
specil cally US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkol, throughout
process since 2025.[17] Araghchi also led the Iranian nuclear negotiating
under the Hassan Rouhani administration between 2017 and 2021.[18] Sen
outlet that Araghchi has won internal battles within the Iranian regime r¢
negotiations at key junctures over the past year.[19] Araghchi has also ¢
oversees lran s relationship with Russia, according to the insiders.[20] Ar
and fruitful meeting with Qatari oG cials in Doha on January 31, according
insider with knowledge of the meeting.[21] Larijani has held several meeti
the past year as the Supreme Leader s advisor on international al airs and
SNSC Secretary since August 2025.[22] Larijani also spent nearly 20 year
as SNSC Secretary between 2005 and 2007 and particularly as parliament
2020, when he oversaw the passage of the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan

A senior People s Protection Units (YPG) commander who reportedly oppo:
to integrate the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) into the Syrian state pub
SDF s integration under the January 30y&@grdemmrectdeér and SDF General Comi
member Sipan Hamo said that the January 30 SDF-Syrian government agre
SDF s objectives for its integration into the Syrian state in a February 3 i
media.[24] The 14-point January 30 agreement outlines the SDF s gradual
state.[25] Hamo said that it was essential for Syrian Kurds to correctly in
January 30 agreement, which he characterized as the ability of Syrian Kur
citizens with their own existence and identity. [26] Hamo echoed other Kul
moderate and SDF commander Mazloum Abdi, by commenting that the agre
struggle from a military struggle to a political one.[27] Hamo added that K
through their involvement in the drafting of the new Syrian constitution.[2
under an interim constitution, which President Ahmed al Shara ratid ed in |
0ve-year transition period that will last until 2030, when the Syrian Peopl
have drafted an ol cial constitution.[29] Hamo clarid ed that the January 3(
same rights to Kurds in areas that faced Turkish-backed ol ensives in 201¢
Aleppo Province, and Ras al Ain, Hasakah Province.[30]

Hamo s public support for the SDF s integration indicates that moderates
be successfully convincing hardliners to support the agreement, which red
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risks of an organized, large-scale YPG-led insurgency inHwontheasue prord yfr
the agreement is consistent with CTP-ISW s current most likely course of
relatively unorganized insurgency organized by individual hardline holdou:
Kurdish leaders. Hamo s support for the January 30 agreement represents
rhetoric and views on SDF integration. Syrian government sources previou
SDF hardliner whose maximalist demands prevented an agreement during ¢
in early January 2026.[31] President Shara accused Hamo of taking direct
Party (PKK) o0 cials and of living for seven years in the Iragi Qandil Moun
before returning to Syria in 2025.[32] Hamo s comments in his February 3
may have supported the SDF internal security forces (known as Asayish)
ceasel re[33] with the Syrian army in Kurdish neighborhoods of Aleppo Cit
notable shift in perspective towards supporting the January 30 agreement
within the SDF may have successfully persuaded hardliners such as Ham
Hamo s public support, combined with his status as a senior YPG comman
hardline YPG G ghters will organize themselves at-scale and resume attack
against the Syrian government. Some YPG, SDF-al liated, and unad liated k
January 30 agreement could still decide to launch an independent low-gra

The Syrian government and SDF have continued to implement the January
The 14-point January 30 agreement stipulates four distinct implementation
February, followed by a0 fth phase establishing permanent commitments b
Syrian government.[36] An Asayish commander, Siamand Afrin, told Kurdis
the Syrian government and SDF had completed the Grst two phases of the
include a comprehensive ceaselire and the deployment of Interior Ministry
Qamishli, respectively.[37] Afrin said that the agreement has entered its t
government-SDF prisoner exchange, the end of the government s siege o
and the withdrawal of all military forces from either side.[38] A Syrian sol

and SDF military withdrawal from urban areas were still under discussion
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TEHRAN, IRAN. 2 UK based Middle East-focused outlet reported on February = that sorme
Iranian regime policymakers believe that the only credible deterrent against US miliary
action is the threatof a prolonged, costly war. Previous Iranian strikes that targeted US
assets in the region falled to deter US military action, such as Iran’s strikes targeting Ain &l
Assad Airbase in Iraqin 2020 and al Udeid Airbase in Qatar in June 2025, This report
corroborates CTP-ISW previous assessment that Iran is attempting to deter US military
action against Iran by forecasting thatitwill escalate into a prolonged regional war.

e NORTHEASTERN SYRIA. 4 senior People’s Protection Units (YPG) commander who
reportedly opposed previous efforts to integrate the SDF into the Syrian state publicly
endorsed the Syrian Democratic Forces” (SDF) integration under the January 30 agreement.
Harmo's public support for the SDFs integration indicates that moderates within the SDF
may be successfully convincing hardliners to support the agreement, which reduces some
of the risks of an organized, large-scale YPGled insurgency in northeastem Syria,

Key Takeaways

1.US-Iran Talkan and the United States are expected to hold talks in Om
despite the brief cancellation of the meeting on February 4. The Trum
discuss Iran s nuclear program, ballistic missiles, and support for its
to show ind exibility toward addressing US demands, which reduces the
United States will be able to reach a diplomatic solution.

2.lranian DeterreAc@K-based Middle East-focused outlet reported on Feb
Iranian regime policymakers believe that the only credible deterrent a
the threat of a prolonged, costly war. Previous Iranian strikes that tar
failed to deter US military action, such as Iran s strikes targeting Ain
2020 and al Udeid Airbase in Qatar in June 2025. This report corrobor
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assessment that Iran is attempting to deter US military action against
escalate into a prolonged regional war.

3.SDF Integratidmsienior People s Protection Units (YPG) commander who
previous el orts to integrate the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) into
endorsed the SDF s integration under the January 30 agreement. Ham«
SDF s integration indicates that moderates within the SDF may be suc
hardliners to support the agreement, which reduces some of the risks
YPG-led insurgency in northeastern Syria.

lran

An IRGC-al liated Telegram channel reported that Iran operated a Russian
helicopter in Tehran on Februdrgndreiklived at least one Mi-28 on January
November 2023 Iranian-Russian military agreement.[41] Russian Mil Mi-28
to be useful to Iran in conventional aerial warfare against adversaries like
given that US and Israeli long-range missiles and aircraft can target the h
helicopters can attack US or Israeli aircraft. CTP-ISW assessed on Januar
these systems for use against internal disturbances and threats, including
helicopters can have a deterrent el ect against protesters even if the helic
protesters with their weapon systems.

lraq

The United States continues to oppose State of Law Coalition head and fo
Nouri al Maliki s assumption of the IraqgiSgvemaéd rsmigentid ed people told B
on February 3 that the United States warned Iraqi oG cials that the United
access to oil-export revenues if Maliki became prime minister.[43] The Un
this warning during a recent meeting between senior US ol cials and Iraqi
Alag in Turkey.[44] The US State Department said in response to the Bloo
States would use a full range of tools to ensure that Maliki does not bec
denied that US ol cials warned him that a Maliki premiership would impact
revenue.[46] The Bloomberg report follows the United States reportedly th
with US sanctions, including sanctions targeting Ilraqg s oil revenue accoun
Reserve, if Iranian-backed Iragi militias are included in the next governmse
has managed an account at the New York Federal Reserve on behalf of the
2003 that holds the Iraqi federal government s revenue from oil exports in
accounts for about 90 percent of the lraqi state s budget.[49] Curtailing tl
its oil revenue account would very likely hinder the Iragi government s ab
and provide liquidity for Iragi banks.

Maliki s admission of close ties with Iranian-backed Iraqi militias during
demonstrates why the United States would consider a Maliki premiership s
of Iranian-backed Iragi militias in the next government.[50] An unidentil e«
also told Iragi media on February 4 that the United States will halt US aid
premiership.[51] US President Donald Trump similarly said that the United
Iraq if Maliki becomes prime minister.[52] Maliki pursued authoritarian ar
the US withdrawal from Iraq in 2011 and 2014, which contributed to the ri:
and Syria (ISIS) in Iraq.[53] The United States ultimately conditioned its ¢
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2014 on Maliki s removal from power due to his direct role in destabilizing
candidacy.[55]

It remains unclear if the Shia Coordination Framework will continue to ins
nomination or pick an alternative candidate for prime minister due to US a
pressure. Maliki is still likely attempting to secure the prelhie rfshipevihonvke \
announced on January 31 that it still supports Maliki, but is expected to d
meeting on February 4.[56] Maliki told Iragi media on February 3 that he i
premiership if the framework votes to select another candidate by a two-tt
aiming for the position.[57] An unspecided leading framework source tolc
4 that Maliki s current insistence on the premiership is designed to prever
Mohammad Shia al Sudani from becoming prime minister and to allow Mali
in choosing the alternative candidate, rather than to actually return Malik
framework source added that Sudani withdrew from the premiership race o
that he would receive the premiership with the framework s support if Mali
government.[59] The framework member s comments are consistent with Kt
Sudani s conditional withdrawal, although Maliki denied in the February 3
any guarantees in order to support Maliki.[60]

Syria

A group of Suwaydawi representatives is promoting a pathway for Suwayde
reconciliation with the Syrian ftatreo.i®1df 26 civil society representatives
notables from Suwayda Province identill ed themselves as the Third Mover
statement on February 1.[62] The Third Movement presented itself as a mi
failed Syrian government initiatives to promote reconciliation and the lack
project from Druze Sheikh Hikmat al Hijri and his followers.[63] Hijri and
Druze groups have refused to negotiate with the Syrian government, and d
ed orts to reconcile his camp with the Syrian transitional government have
September 2025.[64] Hijri said in a January 2026 interview that the people
self-administration but an independent Druze region. [65] The Third Mover
an integral part of the Syrian state, but did not explicitly call for Suway
integrate into state civil and security services.[66] The movement instead
partnership in managing local ad airs, noting that Suwaydawis have legiti
not interfere with the Syrian government s authority.[67] The group annou
Province to open dialogue with and cooperate with the Syrian transitional
accountability mechanisms, returning internally displaced persons (IDPs),
and opportunities for the province.[68]

The Third Movement s initiative proposed a new, locally-stal ed civil body
Suwayda Province.[69] Members of the Third Movement cited ongoing inse
other reasons, including Hijri s reliance upon Israel and his followers rep
justido cation for their opposition to Hijri and his movement.[70] The Third |
establishment of a Civil Rescue Committee as an unarmed civil framewor
humanitarian needs and social issues.[71] The group said that the commit
Syrian national identity but non-partisan. [72] The group said that the c
open to development and asserted that it is not a governance project.

The Syrian government may be willing to support this Suwaydawi-led push
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to ensure full control over Syria by undermining Hijri and ultimately integl
Provinc8ome Suwaydawi representatives behind the Third Movement have
Syrian government s el orts to reconcile with Suwayda or even reportedly
July 2025.[73] Hikmat al Hijri s Supreme Legal Committee has taken a rele
calls for self-administration and self-determination, which is irreconcilabl
Syria must be united and centralized.[74] Damascus is hesitant to forcibly
due in part to Israeli diplomatic support for the Druze and Israeli military
government in support of the Druze in July 2025.[75] The Syrian governme
light-handed strategy toward the Druze-majority Suwayda Province since t
has primarily focused on raising money for and rebuilding villages in gove
northwestern Suwayda Province.[76] These ell orts have not appeared to m
with the current anti-government Druze authorities in Suwayda Province.

The Third Movement s call for consensual administrative decentralization
manage local all airs with the Syrian transitional government could possib
Druze who have sided with Hijri due to his championship of Druze self-det
Movement s position is somewhat consistent with Syrian Law No. 107, whi
in theory. Law No. 107 is an Assad-era law that devolves important econo
authorities to local leaders but places them under a centrally appointed g¢
implemented under Assad, gave signil cant authority to the governor and c
leaders.[78]

A third-party el ort that advocates for basic services and rights for Suway
support of anti-government Druze who have supported Hijri since July 202
to face signil cant resource shortages that are contributing to insecurity a
province.[79] The Suwayda National Guard has conducted several political
killings of prominent Druze individuals in Suwayda Province, likely as par
dissent and to consolidate political control. Several members of the Third
Hijri s followers or the National Guard of political repression and other vi
Movement member pointed out that Hijri s political el orts are built entirel
an economic base.[81] A services- and rights-focused initiative could undce
by building support among other Suwaydawi Druze who previously support

The United States has continued to conduct drone strikes targeting Islami
al Sham (ISIS)-al liated targetsUi% Ggmnitaal Command (CENTCOM) announce
4 that it conducted 0 ve airstrikes targeting ISIS-al liated communications,
sites across Syria between January 27 and February 2.[82] Syrian sources
struck multiple sites south of Palmyra, Homs Province, on January 29.[83]
the United States and partner forces, including Syria, have killed or captu
over the last two months.[84] Syrian Ministry of Interior forces, with supp!
Coalition to Defeat ISIS, arrested and killed multiple I1SIS governors in |
example.[85]

CENTCOM conducted a drone strike that killed former Al Qaeda (AQ)-align
leader Bilal Hasan al Jasim in Aleppo Province o@fBNHNCEOM t@p[@Ged that J
had direct ties to the ISIS-aligned Syrian security forces member who co
killed two US servicemembers, a US civilian interpreter, and a Syrian inte
Homs Province, on December 13.[87] Hurras al Din is a Syrian AQ al liate
Nusra G ghters who opposed the group s split from AQ in 2016 and defecte
CENTCOM has repeatedly targeted members of designated terrorist organi
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Assad, including Hurras al Din.[89]
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There are inconsistent reports about whether US-Iran talks in Oman on Fe
[imited to the nuclear program or also include discussions on Iran s ballis
and regional proxy and partner Meteerknspecil ed Iranian ol cials and an A
theNew York Tomesebruary 5 that the United States and Iran agreed to focu
program, but will also discuss Iran s ballistic missile capabilities and regi
upcoming talks.[1] Axios, in contrast, cited US ol cials who reported that t
Oman on February 6 will only cover nuclear issues.[2] A political analyst ¢
stated that the regime only authorized o0 cials to discuss the nuclear issut
and noted that Iran will never negotiate over its ballistic missiles. [3] Irar
to publicly insist that Iran will only discuss the nuclear program and will r
missile programxeos dtfsResistance.[4]

Iran may ol er limited concessions on its nuclear program, but there appec
disagreement among regime elements over some spechlHgygtignTeslkseagnand Q
reportedly proposed a framework on February 5 for the upcoming US-Ilran
that Iran has to commit to zero uranium enrichment for three years before
1.5 percent, transferring its highly enriched uranium to a third country, ar
to its proxies. It is unclear whether Iran would be okay with moving its hic
country, however. Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Al
Iran would be willing to transfer its uranium to a third party, such as RuUs¢
as Supreme Leader Representative to the Supreme National Security Coun
Shamkhani, have rejected such a transfer.[5]

Iran remains unlikely to make any other concessions related to its missile
its partner and proxy network in the region, however. Iran s partner and p
capabilities are two long-standing pillars of its defensive strategy.[6] Aba
require a complete rethink of Iranian defense strategy. A rethink of this m
possible, but Iranian ol cials have shown no willingness to rethink their st
repeatedly stated that they believe that their ballistic missiles performed
War and have discussed developing more technologically advanced missile
no willingness to decrease its support for its proxies and partners in the 1
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help fund Hezbollah, for example.[10] Shamkhani also told Hezbollah-ad lie
Iran will continue to support the members of its Axis of Resistance and th
US demand to halt its support.[11]

Iran has reportedly continued to take steps to rebuild its nuclear program
nuclear reconstitution el orts to help Iran s nuclear facilities withstand Isi
airstrikedS President Donald Trump told NBC on February 4 that the Unite
trying to restart the nuclear program at a new, unspecil ed site in a dider
warned Iran that the United States will do very bad things to Iran if Iran
program. [13] It is unclear which part of Iran Trump was referring to and v
elements of its nuclear program. CNN also reported on February 4 that US
is trying to rebuild its nuclear facilities deeper underground. [14]

Iran probably calculates that by dispersing elements of its nuclear progra
deeper, it will be able to increase the military requirements to destroy nut
These el orts would presumably incorporate lessons learned from the vulne
that the United States exploited in the June 2025 strikes.

The Chairman of the SNSC s Defense Council, President Masoud Pezeshki
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei s representative to the Defense Council, Ali
Defense Council s secretary on FebQuleamlhahb]s appointment is almost ce
behest of the supreme leader. The Defense Council is Iran s highest natio
body s sub-council on strategic defense, which the SNSC established in A
decision-making during wartime.[16] Khamenei appointed Shamkhani, alon:
Ali Akbar Ahmadian, as his representative on the council three days after
Shamkhani-al liated outlet reported on February 5 that the secretary s role
integrated defense strategy that strengthens preparedness, addresses emd«
institutions with defense priorities, and oversees defense diplomacy and s
The same outlet proposed in July 2025 the establishment of a notably simi
Center that would have cross-sectoral authority to rapidly respond to ey
outlet s ali liation with Shamkhani suggests that the July 2025 op-ed rel ec
shaping Iran s strategic defense policy. His appointment as secretary of t
Council whose mandate has not yet been publicly del ned indicates that
function as a central body enabling rapid and coordinated decision-making
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o Muscat, Oman. There are inconsistent reports about whether US-Iran talks in Oman on
February 6 will be limited to the nuclear program or also incdude discussions on Iran's
ballistic missile program and regional proxy and partner network.

o Tehran, Iran. Iran has reportedly continued to take steps to rebuild its nuclear program as
part of its nudear reconstitution efforts to help Iran’s nuclear facilities withstand lsraeli and
US airstrikes. Iran probably calculates that by dispersing elements of its nuclear program
and burying it deeper, it will be able to increase the military requirements to destroy nuclear
facilities

o Tehran, Iran. The Chairman of the SNSC's Defense Council, President Masoud Pezeshkian,
appointed Supreme Leader All Khamenei's representative to the Defense Council, Ali
Shamkhani, as the Defense Council's secretary on February 5. His appointment as secretary
of the newly-formed Defense Council indicates that the council will function as a central
body enabling rapid and coordinated decision-making.

Key Takeaways

1.US-Iran NegotiatTtnese are inconsistent reports about whether US-Iran
February 6 will be Ilimited to the nuclear program or also include disclL
missile program and regional proxy and partner network. Iran may ol e
nuclear program, but Iran remains unlikely to make any other concessi
capabilities and its support for its partner and proxy network in the re

2.lran s Nuclear Programhas reportedly continued to take steps to rebui
program as part of its nuclear reconstitution el orts to help Iran s nuc
and US airstrikes. Iran probably calculates that by dispersing element
burying them deeper, it will be able to increase the military requireme
facilities.
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3.lranian Leaderdgti@:Chairman of the SNSC s Defense Council, Presiden
appointed Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei s representative to the Defen
as the Defense Council s secretary on February 5. His appointment as
formed Defense Council whose mandate has not yet been publicly dei
Defense Council will function as a central body enabling rapid and coc

lran

See topline section.

lraq

The Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) denied on February 5 that a joint
expelled the 17th PMF Brigade from its base in al Dora, south Tdfe BR krdiesd
an lragi state security service that includes a large number of Iranian-bac
answer to Iran instead of the Iraqgi prime minister.[21] The PMF s denial ¢
Forces (ISF) reportedly expelled Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Saraya al Jih
Brigade, from its base south of Baghdad City on January 31 after the milit
unspecil ed judicial order to leave the base.[22] Iranian-backed Iraqgi milit
presence in al Dora and other areas surrounding Baghdad City.[23] Iraniar
cleansed Jurf al Sakhr of its Sunni residents and replaced the town with a
the Iraqgi government, for example.[24] Many of these militias have also re
oversight.[25] The United States continues to pressure the Iragi governme
Ilragqi militias.[26]

Iragi Sunni political parties remain divided over State of Law Coalition le:
Prime Minister Nouri al Maliki s nomination for thleep$emmnérNhtponal Politic
Council, with the exception of the Azm Alliance, met at Progress Party me
Speaker Haibat al Halbousi s house on February 4.[27] Multiple Sunni par
Party, the National Hasm Alliance, and the Azm Alliance, formed the Sunn
November 2025 to unify their political el orts and positions on key issues.
like the Azm Alliance and the National Hasm Alliance, support Maliki s nol
opposes Maliki s nomination, and its leader, Mohammad al Halbousi, reite!
participate in a Maliki-led government in a February 4 interview with Iraqi

The National Political Council also decided during its February 4 meeting
require a two-thirds majority.[31] This is likely in response to the Azm All
the council s January 24 statement did not redd ect the council s consensus
warned the Shia Coordination Framework against nominating Maliki on Jan

Syria

The Syrian government and Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) manned joint
conducted joint patrols as part of the ongoing implementation of the Januzs
government-SDF agredmese¢. patrols and checkpoints are key trust-building
integration progreshesSyrian General Security Service (GSS) conducted jo
internal security forces (known as Asayish) in the Ghuwayran neighborhoo
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4, following the GSS s initial deployment to Hasakah on February 2.[34] G
SDF-controlled al Sinaa prison, where US forces continue to move Islamic
detainees from Syria to Iraq.[35] GSS and Asayish forces also established
south of Kobani, Aleppo Province, including in al Shuyoukh, on February 5
deployed to al Shuyoukh and al Qasimiyah and reportedly established join
village of Shayklar on February 2.[37] SDF sources separately told Syrian
preparations are underway for the SDF to hand over Qamishli Airport to G
handover of the Qamishli Airport, SDF-controlled border crossings, and oi
is explicitly stipulated in the 14-point January 30 agreement.[39]

Assessed Control of Terrain in Hasakah City

February 5, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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The SDF s reported refusal to allow GSS units to deploy to Kobani, Aleppc
emphasizes the importance of continued Syrian government-SDF trust-buil
reduce friction that could drepdgmleatation of the January 30 agbé&Eement.
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Commander Mahmoud Berhudan told Kurdish media on February 4 that no (
under the January 30 agreement because the Asayish is already deployed
Kurdish al airs reported that residents in Kobani are also extremely oppos
there.[41] The January 30 agreement text that is publicly available explici
Kobani will integrate into a single brigade subordinate to an unspeciled p
Province, but does not outline GSS deployments to Kobani, unlike in Hasa
Syrian government presumably seeks to deploy GSS forces to Kobani to in
GSS as part of the agreement, however. An AANES delegation met with Sy
representatives, including Aleppo Province GSS Commander Colonel Moha
City on February 5 to discuss mechanisms to integrate the Asayish into th
siege on Kobani, which has been without water or electricity since Januar
with Asayish leaders in Kobani on February 1.[44]

Assessed Control of Terrain South of Kobani
February 5, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al Shaibani met with French Foreign A0 airs
Damascus on February 5 to reportedly verify the implementation of the J
Barrot and Shaibani also reportedly discussed ways to strengthen bilatera
Syrian state media.[46] Kurdish media reported that Barrot will meet with
Abdi, Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (AANES) Foreigr
and Women s Protection Unit (YPJ) Commander Rohilat Afrin on February
follows the French Foreign Al airs Ministry s sustained diplomatic coopera
mediate the January 30 agreement between the Syrian government and the

Syrian Chief of General Stad Ali al Nassan and Syrian Foreign Minister As
with Russian Deputy Defense Minister Yunus-Bek Yevkurov in Damascus O
discuss Russian basing rights in Syria, defense cooperation, and Syrian e
developmep49] Yevkurov s discussions with Ali and Shaibani on Russian b,
Russian military abandoned its airbase at Qamishli Airport on January 26

0 ghting in northeastern Syria.[50] Russian forces currently maintain a pre
Facility and the Hmeimim Airbase in Latakia Province, both of which Russi
the Mediterranean Sea and Africa.[51] Syrian President Ahmed al Shara arl
recently met with Russian President Vladimir Putin and other Russian defe
January 28.[52] Syrian and Russian defense ol cials have consistently met
discuss Russia s military presence in Syria and the possible training and

the Syrian military.[53]

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

Nothing signid cant to report.

POWERED BY: ||s]] BABEL STREET
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Iran and the United States held talks in Muscat, Oman, on February 6 to e
framework for future negotiafibesOMani Foreign Al airs Ministry stated tha
between the Iranian and US delegations, which were headed by Iranian Fo
Araghchi and US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkol , respecti\
right conditions for the resumption of diplomatic and technical negotiation
commitment to the talks.[2] US Central Command Commander Admiral Br:
talks, according to a video published by Omani media andWaall SSoldeeital spe
Journpg3d] Araghchi claimed that he discussed |Iran s rights in a good atm
delegation and that the talks were a good start. [4] A political analyst clc
reported that the talks aimed to establish a framework for negotiations. H
focused on announcing positions, making demands, and presenting propo:
United Staltielsnot reach an agreement on generalities. [5] Axios reported o
United States and Iran will hold another round of talks in the coming days
of the talks.[6] Israeli media, citing two sources familiar with the matter,
told Iran that it expects Iran to make a tangible and signil cant concessio
program in the next round of talks.[7]

Iran remains unlikely to compromise on its red lines, which include uraniu
ballistic missile program and support for the Axis of Resistance, which re
that Iran and the United States will be able to reach a diplomatic solution
rounds of negotiathamaghchi stated on February 6 that he conveyed during |
would not agree to stop uranium enrichment or move Iran s uranium stockyg
journalist close to the regime similarly stated on February 5 that the regir
agree to transfer its enriched uranium stockpile to a third country.[9] The
language outlet emphasized on February 6 that Iran s ballistic missile pro
Resistance have no place in Iran s talks with the United States.[10] A Te
separately reported on February 6 that the US demands also include curbi
People s Republic of China.[11] Unspecil ed Iranian o0 cials separately tol
February 6 that Iran is prioritizing the lifting of sanctions.[12]

Hezbollah Liaison and Coordination Unit head Wal q Safa resigned from hi
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February 6, which marks the GGrst time that a Hezbollah o0 cial of Safa s ra
down.[13llhe Liaison and Coordination Unit is responsible for Hezbollah s |
government and foreign entities. Sources close to Hezbollah told Saudi me¢
Hezbollah s acceptance of Safa s resignation is part of a plan to restructt
content. [14] Hezbollah ol cials reportedly expressed discontent with Safa
Lebanese authorities in September 2025.[15] Saudi media reported that He
responsibilitiemadnthlseprior to his resignation in an attempt to G nd a less
which suggests that Hezbollah may have pressured Safa to resign.[16] Saf
Coordination Unit for over a decade and long served as a prominentdgure
apparatus, overseeing the group s smuggling and operations.[17] Safa was
Hezbollah oG cials from former Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasral
survived the late 282KHudvimrg a targeted Israeli airstrike in Beirut in Octobe
issued provocative statements and threats toward Lebanese ol cials in rec
Hezbollah s relations with the state.[19] Safa, for example, directly threat
investigating the Beirut Port explosion in September 2021.[20]

Sources close to Hezbollah told Saudi media that Hezbollah has tasked Ah
communicating with state and foreign entities, although it is unclear if Mu
as the head of the Liaison and Coordination Unit.[21] Muhanna has held s
including adviser to the group s Arab relations head, foreign relations o0 c
Loyalty to the Resistance Bloc head Mohammad Raad.[22] Muhanna gained
experience meeting and working with regional, international, and Lebanes
Muhanna recently met with Lebanese President Joseph Aoun s top adviser
Rahal, on January 24, which followed a period of diminished communicatio
Aoun.[23]

Safa s resignation suggests that Hezbollah may be attempting to reduce te
improve its relationship with the Lebanese state in order to try to counter
pressure on the Lebanese government to disarm and w élekdr ltlad diloaly. se ¢
to increase dialogue and improve relations with the Lebanese state to cou
pressure on the state, rather than to cooperate on the group s disarmamer
has taken several steps to constrain Hezbollah s ability to operate in resg
pressure, including by reducing the group s number of cabinet seats, inter
el orts, and restricting its G nancial institutions.[24] Gulf states reportedly
government to form and implement a plan to disarm Hezbollah in August 2
economic support, for example.[25] Hezbollah likely calculates that dialog
counter these pressures and, in turn, stall or even halt the state s el orts

group.

It is also possible that Hezbollah accepted Safa s resignation due to inter
Hezbollah s, and specil cally Safa s, performance during the Israel-Hezbol
2024.[26] Hezbollah s Shura Council sought to replace Safa in September
These failures may refer to Israel s September 2024 pager attack, which
called a major security and military failure.[28]
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o BEIRUT, LEBANON. Hezbollah Liaison and Coordination Unit head Wafig Safa
resigned from his position on February 6, which marks the first time that a Hezbollah
official of Safa’s rank has stepped down. Safa’s resignation suggests that Hezbollah
may be attempting to reduce tensions and improve its relationship with the
Lebanese state in order to try to counter US and Israeli pressure on the Lebanese
government to disarm and weaken the group.

° TEHRAN, IRAN. A policy analyst close to the Iranian regime reported on
February 5 that the Defense Council will operate independently of the Supreme
National Security Council (SNSC). The analyst added that the Defense
Council will formally remain a sub-council of the SNSC but will “advance [Iran’s]
defense policies” independently of the SNSC.

Key Takeaways

1.US-Iran Talkan and the United States held talks in Muscat, Oman, on |
framework for future negotiations. Iran and the United States will repc
talks in the coming days, and Israeli media reported that the United S
Iran to make a tangible and signidcant concession regarding its nucl
round of talks.

2.Hezbollah-Lebanese Government Rezabildabk:Liaison and Coordination U
Wal qg Safa resigned from his position on February 6, which marks the |
ol cial of Safa s rank has stepped down. Safa s resignation suggests t
attempting to reduce tensions and improve its relationship with the Le
to counter US and Israeli pressure on the Lebanese government to dis
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lran

A policy analyst close to the Iranian regime reported on February 5 that tl
will operate independently of the Supreme National Security Toauncil (SNS
analyssdded that the Defense Council will formally remain a sub-council of
[Ilran s] defense policies independently of the SNSC.[30] The SNSC, whic
security decision-making body, established the Defense Council in August
decision-making.[31] Iranian media reported in August 2025 that the Defer
balanced, and coordinated steps to confront threats to Iran.[32] The Defe
create new bureaucratic processes and thereby hamper decision-making di
however. This report comes after Iranian President and Defense Council C
appointed Ali Shamkhani as the Defense Council s secretary on February

Ilranian Defense and Armed Forces Logistics Minister Brigadier General Az
possibly warned Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev during a meeting in Ba
February 6 against allowing Israel to use Azerbaijan s territory to conduct
IranNasir Zadeh and Aliyev discussed bilateral cooperation and regional s
threat posed by the intervention of regional actors, almost certainly in r
stated that Azerbaijan will not allow any threat to Iran. [35] Iranian medi.
Azerbaijan of allowing Israel to launch strikes against Iran from Azerbaija
Israel-Iran War.[36] Iranian ol cials have also previously expressed conce
Azerbaijan and deepening relations between Israel and Azerbaijan.[37] Na
Azerbaijani Defense Minister Zakir Hasanov on February 6 to discuss bilat

The US State Department sanctioned 14 vessels and 15 entities, including
in Turkey and the United Arab Emirates, on February 6 for transporting an
sale and purchase of lraniaVWedbkdgBIjn Iran s shadow G eet, including thos
Treasury Department sanctioned on January 6, generate revenue that the |
Axis of Resistance, its weapons programs, and security services.[40] The
over 180 vessels involved in transporting lranian oil since January 2025.[.

lraq

Nothing signil cant to report.

Syria

Syrian army commanders and Defense Ministry representatives met with th
Democratic Forces (SDF) General Command in Hasakah City on February
government cooperation and deployments in the province as part of the Ja
agreememn42] Operations Department Head Brigadier General Hamza al Han
Commander Brigadier General Awad Mohammad, Head of Military Security
Hassan, former Defense Ministry Spokesperson and current Syrian Border
General Hassan Abdul Ghani comprised the Syrian army delegation.[43] SI
members Jia Kobani, Suzdar Derik, and Sipan Hamo represented the SDF.]
that the parties discussed maintaining distance between SDF and army po:
of SDF brigades to Hasakah Province.[45] The Syrian army and SDF-al liat
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into three distinct SDF-comprised brigades to operate within Hasakah Pro\
coordinate and monitor unit deployments in Hasakah Province to ensure c«
possible inter-unitd ghting or condict. The Syrian army said that the parti
timeframes to withdraw military forces from civilian areas to designated ¢
roads.[46] The Syrian army and SDF delegations conducted a 0 eld tour of
Hasakah City after the meeting.[47]

Kurdish National Council (KNC) ol cials appear to have traveled to Damast
Syrian President Ahmed al Shara on February 3 without the support or for
KNC s political rival, the Democratic Union Party (PYD), possibly in an at:
PYD48] The KNC is a coalition of Syrian Kurdish political parties. A KNC
Damascus on February 3 to discuss the Syrian government s protection of
KNC oG cial told Syrian state media on February 5 that the KNC has starte
Syrian government and that the delegation presented Shara and Foreign M
the KNC s political vision for the future of Syria.[50] The KNC and PYD un
present a unii ed Kurdish front to demand decentralization from the centra
the political wing of the People s Protection Units (YPG), which dominate-=
along with other smaller Kurdish parties, formed a joint delegation to neg¢
advocate for Kurdish rights as part of this edort.[63] Parween Yousef, whe
co-chair of the joint Kurdish delegation, told Kurdish media on February 6
not aware of the KNC s planned trip to Damascus.[54] Several of the KNC
are also members of the joint delegation.[55] Yousef said that the Kurdish
ol cial and explicit explanation from the KNC regarding the visit.[56]

The lack of communication between KNC and PYD ol cials about the KNC s
a shift in the KNC s willingness to work with the PYD to achieve discrete |
agreed to do in April 2025.[57] Unspecil ed sources told Syrian media that
PYD responsible for government-SDF 0 ghting and instability in northeast
reportedly pressured SDF Commander Mazloum Abdi to disregard both the
25 meeting.[58] It is possible that KNC oG cials have concluded that buildi
Syrian President Ahmed al Shara will be a more el ective means to advanc
rights while simultaneously sidelining their political rival. The KNC has al
the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and its president, Masoud Barzani.]|
interlocutor between the SDF and the Syrian government, may be encouracr
with the Syrian government in order to increase KDP inluence in northeas
the PYD.[60]

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) Commander Rodolphe Haykal conducted his
Washington, DC, between February 2HayHda3.h@ld a series of high-level mee
White House advisers, Department of Defense and State Department ol cia
National Security Council members, US Central Command (CENTCOM) ol ci
military and security o0 cials during his visit.[62] Haykal and the various L
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military cooperation, US support for the LAF, regional security developme
disarm Hezbollah.[63] The US ol cials praised the LAF s progress in disarr
Litani River and realrmed the United States support for the LAF.[64] Hay
step toward reassuring Lebanon s partners of its commitment to disarm He
canceled Haykal s scheduled visit to Washington, DC, in November 2025 d
LAF s lack of progress in disarming Hezbollah.[65]

Hezbollah appears to be able to provide limited and temporary compensati
supporters, but Hezbollah s inability to sustain these payments for a long
presents an opportunity for the Lebanese state, with adequate economic s
support for Hezbollah among the Lebanese popul#téabodiaehr simea.in 0 nancia
institution, al Qard al Hassan, announced that it will resume Hezbollah s |
and will continue these payments for the next three months.[66] Al Qard a
disbursements only apply to new housing. [67] The institution added that
compensation payments related to housing or restoration remain frozen. |
needs between $250 and $300 million USD to fulldll these commitments but
obtain these funds.[69] The fall of the Assad regime in Syria and the Leba
Iranian smuggling through Lebanese airports and border crossings have hi
smuggle funds to Hezbollah.[70] Hezbollah s Gnancial struggles have led t
permanently suspend a number of itsdnancial commitments to its supporte
occasions.[71] Hezbollah has historically used 0 nancial benelts, including
deceased G ghters and compensation for individuals who lost their homes o
support base among Lebanese Shia and position itself as a critical providt

EG orts by the Lebanese state to provide reconstruction funds to Lebanese
reconstruction in southern Lebanon could help undermine Hezbollah s abil
base. The Lebanese government needs and has received some economic a
el orts. The World Bank approved a $350 million USD reconstruction loan ¢
state s economic recovery, reconstruction el orts, and ability to provide s«
International economic aid for the Lebanese state will need to be sustaine
for the Lebanese government could help the Lebanese government reinstaf
service provider in Lebanon, which would make it easier for the state to c
Lebanese communities.

POWERED BY: ||s]| BABEL STREET
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lran Update, February 7
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Toplines

The United States and Iran will hold a new round of talks sometime early |
February 8. Neither the United States nor Iran has changed their negotiati
makes a diplomatic breakthrough unlikely if their respective pogdit]joimando |
and the United States held talks in Muscat, Oman, on February 6 to establ
negotiations.[2] US President Donald Trump stated on February 7 that US
East Steve Witkol and Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi held very
meet again early next week. [3] Israeli media, citing two sources familiar
the United States told Iran that it expects Iran to make a tangible and sic
its nuclear program in the next round of talks.[4] Trump told reporters tha
steep if Iran does not make a deal.[5] Trump signed an executive order o
conditional 25 percent tarii on countries doing business with Iran.[6]

Recent statements by Iranian ol cials indicate that Iran is unlikely to comy
missile program, support for its proxies and partners in the region, and er
stated to Al Jazeera on February 7 that Iran will keep its enriched uraniun
enrichment levels based on national needs.[7] Araghchi also dismissed dis
nuclear program with the United States and reiterated threats to US bases
States attacks Iran.[8]

The Iranian regime is reportedly continuing to develop plans to restrict in
access to only trusted regime supporters, which indicates that the regime
the spontaneous outbreak of newApilbSemtesdia outlet reported on February 6
regime was planning since at least August 2025 to overhaul Iran s digital
platforms, banning circumvention tools, and enforcing reliance on state-ay
level. [9] US-sanctioned head of the Supreme Cyberspace Council Mohamn
received and approved this plan in August 2025.[10] The United States sa
his role in blocking news and communication platforms and harassing jour
of the Supreme Cyberspace Council.[11] The outlet obtained the document
Iranian technology community, who received the original copies from a go\
Iran.[12] These claims are consistent with a January 15 report from intern
reported that the Iranian regime is planning to provide international interr
with security clearance and that users access to international internet
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form. [13]

These plans suggest that the regime believes that the protests could reem
continue its el orts to securitize Ilran s digital ecosystem. The regime s fe
the short term, given the continued frustration and anger among lranians |
deadliest crackdown in the history of the Islamic Republic.[14]

Iran Update
CRITICAL
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Region in Focus

The United Statesand [ran will SAUDI
holda new round oftalks ARABIA
sometime early the week of
February 8 MNeither the United
States nor lran has dhanged thair
negotiating position, which
makesa diplomatic
braakthrough unlikely if their
respective positions do not
change.
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o TEHRAN, IRAN. [he lranian regime is reportedly continuing to develop plans torestrict
international internet access to only trusted regime supporters, which indicates that the
regime continues to fear the spontanecus outbreak of new protests. A US media cutlet
reported on February 6 that the regime was planning since at least August 2025 to overhaul
Iran’s digital ecosystern by blocking foreign platforms, banning drcumvention tools, and
enforcing reliance on state-approved technalogy "at every level.”

e BAGHDAD, IRAQ. liac) has received 2,250 [slarmic State in raq and a Sham (1515)
detainees from Syria since January 21 as part of US Central Command s (CENTCOM)
operation to Iransfer detainees from Syrian prisons to lragi custody. US forces began to
transfer IS1S detainees to lraq on |anuary 21 after several uncoordinated handaovers of |515
detention centers to the Syrian government by the Syrian Dernocratic Forces (SDF) resulted
in the escape of detainees.

Key Takeaways
1.US-Iran Tallkkee United States and Iran will hold a new round of talks s

week of February 8. Neither the United States nor Iran has changed th
which makes a diplomatic breakthrough unlikely if their respective pos
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statements by Iranian ol cials indicate that Iran is unlikely to compron
missile program, support for its proxies and partners in the region, an

2.lranian Digital Repreéldsdolmanian regime is reportedly continuing to dev
restrict international internet access to only trusted regime supporter:
regime continues to fear the spontaneous outbreak of new protests. A
February 6 that the regime was planning since at least August 2025 to
ecosystem by blocking foreign platforms, banning circumvention tools,
state-approved technology at every level. These plans suggest that t
protests could reemerge and therefore must continue its el orts to sec
ecosystem.

3.US Transfer of ISIS Detlaamekhas received 2,250 Islamic State in Iraqgq a
detainees from Syria since January 21 as part of US Central Command
transfer detainees from Syrian prisons to Iraqi custody. US forces beg
to Ilrag on January 21 after several uncoordinated handovers of ISIS d
government by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) resulted in the esc

lran

See topline section.

lraq

Iraqg has received 2,250 Islamic State in Iraqg and al Sham (ISIS) detainee:
January 21 as part of US Central Command s (CENTCOM) operation to trar
Syrian prisons to lraqi Fusjitddyqi Security Media Cell head Lieutenant Gen
Iragi media on February 7 that the international coalition has transferred
organized detention centers in lraq.[16] US forces began to transfer ISIS
after several uncoordinated handovers of ISIS detention centers to the Sy
Democratic Forces (SDF) resulted in the escape of detainees.[17] CENTCC
transfer up to 7,000 ISIS detainees to Iraq.[18] Reuters reported on Janue
the United States to slow the rate of transfers to allow for negotiations wi
repatriation of their 1SIS-al liated nationals.[19] Maan conGrmed on Febru:
Ministry continues to be in contact with third-party countries on repatriati
process will begin after the Iraqi government has completed the necessar)
Iragi Supreme Judicial Council announced the beginning of procedures to
1,380 of the transferred detainees on February 2.[21]

Syria

The SDF nominee for Hasakah Governor, Noureddine Issa Ahmed, oG cially
on February22] Ahmad (also known as Abu Omar Khanika) has experience
coalition and has close ties to SDF Commander Mazloum Abdi and other S
addressed constituents in a statement in which he identid ed his priorities
stability, services, and the dignity of the citizen. [24] Ahmed met with the
Hasakah Province, Brigadier General Marwan al Ali, and Asayish command
Asayish-al liated counter-terrorism units deployed in and around the Hasal
building, where Ahmed s ol ce is based.[26] Ahmed also met with a numbe]
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leaders from Hasakah Province.[27] Ahmed is known for his relationships
Arab-majority areas, according to independent Syrian media.[28] He has ri
mediating condicts between Kurdish and Arab communities, which makes h
Hasakah governor.[29]

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

Nothing signil cant to report.
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