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NoteCTP-ISW has resumed publishing daily Iran Updates to cover the ongc
ISW s weekend updates will only include analysis on the protests, while o
include analysis on Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.

Key Takeaways

1.The Iranian Regime s Securithzatieogime s plan to limit most internet an
communication access in Iran to trusted Iranians demonstrates that th
that the threat from this protest movement has passed and that the re
enemies who will challenge its survival. The regime is implementing a
internet shutdown, but will not restore unfettered access for all Irania
control the narrative outside of the country by only allowing regime st
international internet.

2. The Regime s Response to AHiodeaetgime s response to the decrease in |
indicates that the regime has no intention of solving the root causes c
which will make the next round of protests almost a certainty. Khamen
of these issues if he prioritized improving Iran s economic situation o
weapons.
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o Tehran, Iran. The regime’s plan to limit most internet and communication access in
Iran to trusted lranians demonstrates that the regime does not believe that the threat
from this protest movement has passed and that the regime sees the protesters as
enemies who will challenge its survival. The regime is implementing a phased plan
that will lift the internet shutdown, but will not restore unfettered access for all
Iranians.

o Tehran, Iran. The regime’s response to the decrease in protests indicates that the
regime has no intention of solving the root causes of the protest movement, which
will make the next round of protests almost a certainty. Khamenei could begin to
solve some of these issues if he prioritized improving Iran’s economic situation over
the pursuit of nuclear weapons.

Toplines

The regime s plan to Ilimit most internet and communication access in Iran
demonstrates that the regime does not believe that the threat from this pr
has passed and that the regime sees the protesters as enemies who will ¢
survival. The regime is implementing a phased plan that will lift the intern
will not restore unfettered access forTdlé Irreagiimaswill begin its restoration
restoring SMS services, then national internet and domestic messaging pl:
internet access.[1] Messaging apps will only be available to veril ed and a
enable security forces to blacklist certain individuals or groups from using
on what timeline these phases will be implemented, but a regime spokespe
the regime would not restore internet access until the 40-day mourning pe
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restore it before Nowruz on March 20, 2026.[3] A prominent Shia tradition
ceremony 40 days after a death; that the regime killed so many protesters
day mourning ceremonies are approaching, which could drive more protest
organization focused on Iran corroborated these regime media reports, ad!
implementing a plan to make the international internet accessible only for
Regime ol cials, including Supreme Cyberspace Councilmember Mahdi Akh:
Secretary Mohammad Amin Aghamiri, are developing and implementing pla
internet and messaging platforms only accessible to people with a high-le
plans demonstrate that the regime continues to view Iran s general popula
regime believes the protest movement could resume if given an opportunit

Protests in Iran
From 3:30 PM ET on January 16 to 3:30 PM ET on January 17, 2026

CTP-ISW observed no STUDY OF WAR
protests on January 17
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internet and post new protest
videos that users had recorded
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The regime likely hopes to control the narrative outside of the country by
supporters access to the international internet. Regime supporters could e
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the international media and on social media, while the opposition is less ¢
reality on the ground. Regime ol cials and media have repeatedly referred
and would likely try to frame the protests as a counterterrorism G ght to le
its brutal crackdowns.[6] The regime calls the protesters terrorists to ju:
international community while refusing to address the protesters legitima
internet blackout also enables its ability to conceal its use of lethal force
reporting and limits the circulation of evidence about the regime s crackdt

The regime s response to the decrease in protests indicates that the regin
of solving the root causes of the protest movement, which will make the n
protests almost a cerfaiptgme Leader Ali Khamenei has continued to claim
States and Israel are supporting the protests to dell ect responsibility for 1
protests.[8] He said protesters were either funded and trained by US and
were naive teenagers induenced by US- and Israeli-trained agents.[9] Ot
similarly blamed external terrorists and del ected responsibility.[10] Kha
the regime s long-running inability to recognize and respond to the deman

Khamenei did acknowledge that Iran s economic situation is not good an
take serious steps to address the issues, but these comments are insul cie
change the fundamental character of his regime and its political economy
protesters demands.[11] Transparency International ranked Iran 151 out
Corruption Perceptions Index, which indicates that corruption remains wid
sector.[12] The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and its subordil
Khatam ol Anbia Construction Headquarters, have dominance across key s
including control over up to half of Iran s oil exports, which further limits
deliver economic relief.[13] The Khatam ol Anbia Construction Headquarte
engineering and construction G rm that dominates broad swaths of the econ
would need to fundamentally restructure the economy in order to resolve t

concerns. The regime has yet to demonstrate any willingness to do so.

Khamenei could begin to solve some of these issues if he prioritized impr«
over the nuclear program, among other issues. Iran s leadership long prio
sanctions relief.[15] Senior Iranian o0 cials repeatedly reject core US dem
uranium enrichment, stop funding the Axis of Resistance, and limit its mis
consequently sustained the international sanction pressure that constrain:
regime faces severe i scal constraints that US-led sanctions and chronic n
recent reporting ties the Iranian rial s sharp depreciation and high ind atic
constraints and structural drivers, which caused the protests, will likely p
protests.

POWERED BY: |ﬂ:| BABELSTREET
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The regime will likely tighten security around possible upcoming protest d
fears of renewed urnrasWire reported on January 15 that Iranian governme
Fatemeh Mohajerani told media activists that the regime does not plan to
international internet until the end of the 40-day mourning period for thos
protests.[1] The 40th day of mourning marks the end of the initial mournin
with public commemorations and gatherings in Shia Islam. The 40th day cc
the streets as they commemorate those killed during the protests. The reg
block funeral and commemoration ceremonies because they often turn into
and clashes with security forces erupted at a gathering to mark the end of
for Hadis Najal, a protester killed during the Mahsa Amini movement.[2] T
after the end of the 40-day mourning period for those killed in November 2
services on December 25 in anticipation.[3] Protest activity peaked on Jar
when the regime expanded its use of lethal force and killed a signid cant n
end of the 40-day mourning period for those killed on January 8 is Februa

The regime likely also fears public gatherings for Nowruz, the Iranian New
regime protests. Nowruz will take place on March 20, 2026. Nowruz will br
public spaces, which increases the likelihood of protests. Iranian security
people across at least three provinces during Nowruz in 2025 to suppress
dissent.[5] The recent unprecedented protests have likely heightened regi
gathering could escalate into mass unrest.

It remains unclear whether the regime will securitize in targeted pulses ar
or sustain its current securitization for more than two months. Prolonged
severely strain Iran s economy. Internet monitor NetBlocks estimates that
shutdowns cost over $1.5 million USD per hour, which means that the shut
billion by February 17 and $2 billion by Nowruz if maintained continuously
mobilizations also risk exhausting security forces, potentially diminishing
continue to suppress protesters. Exhaustion in the security forces could b
needs to use units for both protest suppression and border security. The r
about how the population will respond once some security measures are I|i
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The Iranian regime appears to be concerned about Kurdish militancy in no
which may cause the regime to divert personnel and resources toward borc
constrain its protest suppressionstampaciRevblutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
Commander Brigadier General Mohammad Karami inspected the IRGC Grou
Seyyed ol Shohada Special Forces Division in Urmia, West Azerbaijan Pro
stated that the Iranian armed forces are ready to respond to any attack. |
after the Armed Forces General Stal (AFGS)-al liated outlet Defa Press pr
Ground Forces ability, including the IRGC Hamzeh Seyyed ol Shohada Op
Special Forces Brigade, to confront terrorists in any situation.[9] Hamzel
Base oversees IRGC Ground Force units in West Azerbaijan and Kurdistan
be the IRGC s most important guard against political opposition in Kurdist
Saberin Special Forces Brigade is a specialized counterterrorism brigade
regime in Syria in 2015 and suppressed protesters in Tehran and other ma
Amini movement in 2022.[11] The regime recently deployed the IRGC Grou
Division to Kermanshah Province on January 8, which indicates that the Ir
Kurdish-populated areas of western and northwestern Iran as priority thea
simultaneously manage cross-border militancy risks and domestic dissent.
service warned the IRGC that armed Kurdish separatist groups have been
border in recent days, according to three unspecil ed sources familiar wi
Reuters on January 14.[13] Iranian el orts to ensure border security will fi
its security forces, even without protests, due to the intense securitizatio
nationwide.

There are reports of a new protest in Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan Prc
16. Protest activity in Zahedan is unique and may not rell ect a resurgence
across lran, howdvemall group of protesters reportedly chanted anti-regim
Khamenei is a murderer and his rule is invalid. [14] The protest reporte
Iranian Sunni cleric Moulana Abdol Hamid s Friday sermon, during which A
regime s brutality and suppression of protests.[15] The regime generally t
due to his ability to energize protesters in Zahedan against the regime. Z«
the end of the Mahsa Amini protests in the rest of Iran, even after the vio
September 2022 known as Bloody Friday. [16] Footage circulated on sociz
security forces increasing their presence around Maki Mosque in Zahedan,
gives his sermons.[17] Security forces on-the-ground presence but contin
Hamid indicates that the regime still does not seek to confront Abdol Ham
regime may also be exercising caution in engaging protesters in southeas!
Baloch, Salal -jihadi groups that have consistently attacked Iranian securi
crackdown could give those groups an opportunity to expand recruitment.

to prevent Abdol Hamid from delivering his sermons and has also been eit
down his website at the time of this writing, despite the country-wide inte
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Protests in Iran

From 3:30 PM ET on January 15 to 3:30 PM ET on January 16, 2026

CTP-ISW reported on January 15 I I
that the Iranian regime’s extreme

securitization of society and brutal QET e nan e
crackdown on protests appear to s
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There are additional reports that Iranian-backed Iraqi militias have deploy
the past few weeks to support the regime s crackdown on protests.[20] A
sources have cited similar reports during previous waves of Amoteags in Irz
security source told CNN on January 15 that nearly 5,000 Iraqi militia G gh
Shaib border crossing in Maysan Province and the Zurbatiya border crossi
European military source corroborated the report that militiamen entered |
15 that only 800 militia 0 ghters had crossed into Iran from Diyala, Maysan
under the pretense of religious pilgrimages.[23] CNN also cited an unspec
assessment that assessed that Kataib Hezbollah, Harakat Hezbollah al Nt
Shuhada, and Badr Organization militiamen entered Iran from lIraq.[24] Th
militia 0 ghters have helped the Iranian regime suppress protests in multip
Hamedan City, Hamedan Province.[25]
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The details cited by both the European military source and the European n
consistent with recent anti-regime media reports about Iraqgi militia deploy
outlet Iran International reported on January 6 that unspecided Iraqi gove
the G ghters deployments, which have occurred under the guise of pilgrime
Shrine in Mashhad, Iran.[27] Several social media users also claimed on J
the Iranian-backed Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), which is an lraqgi s
militias backed by Iran, are suppressing protests in Iran, including in Hanm
Province.[28] CTP-ISW observed 13 protests in Hamedan City between Dec
medium sized and eight small.[29] The militias deployments, if true, coul
contain the protests and ongoing nationwide securitization and could prov
protests begin again. Iragi militias may be more willing than Iranian secur
lethal force against protesters, given that they are lIraqis, not Iranians, atl
the Iranian communities that were protesting. Anti-regime media have circ
deployment of Iranian proxy forces to Iran to suppress protests during per
the Masha Amini protests.[30] Iranian security forces notably helped the F
in lraq in 2019.[31]

The Syrian Ministry of Defense (MoD) appears to have begun its assault tc
Democratic Forces (SDF)-held territory in the Deir Hafer salient in easter]
January 16 amid recent US de-escalation ahterBptsap38MoD began a limited
operation against the SDF in a salient east of Aleppo City and west of the
13.[33] A US convoy arrived in Deir Hafer to meet with local SDF commant
Mazloum Abdi s deputy, the commander of the Women s Protection Unity (°
of the Deir Hafer front, on January 16, before departing prior to the MoD |
MoD closed the Deir Hafer humanitarian corridor after US forces withdrew
16.[35] The MoD has previously closed humanitarian corridors before cond
positions, as in Ashralt yeh and Sheikh Maqsoud, Aleppo City, on January ¢
respectively.[36] The MoD issued evacuation orders for four locations in L
SDF drone bases that MoD forces intended to strike on January 16.[37] Th
artillery intense[ly] shelled Deir Hafer after the MoD issued the evacuati
claimed that the SDF deployed a Kurdistan Worker Party (PKK) commandet
commander to Tabga, Ragga Province, on January 16 and cited this deploy
assault on Deir Hafer.[39] SDF commander Mazloum Abdi announced on Ja
withdraw from their positions in Deir Hafer on January 17 at 7 AM local tir
mediators. [40]
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Assessed Control of Terrain around Manbij

As of January 16, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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O Significant Fighting in the Past 24 r——- Turkish-backed Syrian National ___] SNA-SDF Contested
Lipmry T Army (SNA) £27°) MoD-SDF Contested
Pro-Regime Insurgent Presence in [___7 Al Tanf Deconfliction Zone Lost Regime Territory
Spring 2025 s i

;W____-: Unidentified Opposition Groups Syrian MoD-announced

___1 Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Closed Military Zone

| Syrian Government MoD

! Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)

This ground operation will likely remain limited to easterhha|&pd IRuime:
this ol ensive to remove SDF commanders and personnel whom the MoD be
of the PKK, not the SDF.[41] Turkey has assumed a similar policy position
di erentiate between the SDF and the PKK, which it has not historically d«
also reportedly unhappy about the substantial inl uence the PKK had over
decision to stand and G ght in Aleppo City.[43] US oG cials alleged that the
Kurdish forces in Aleppo to stand and 0 ght.[44] Other sources speaking to
that the SDF-MoD G ghting could escalate into a broader conldict, but thel
time that a broader conlict over eastern Syria is likely.[45] One unspecil
0ve Syrian divisions could take part in an ol ensive against the SDF in De
have been no large-scale troop movements towards eastern Syria.[46] The
extremely diverse set of political actors, and it s unclear for whom or on
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MoD o0 cial was speaking. Five divisions may be required in theory, and th
presumably created plans to attack the SDF if Shara orders the army to dc
not necessarily constitute an imminent threat. There have been several sn
are not indicative of an ol ensive because they lack the combat power and
the Euphrates.[48] The Syrian government also called on tribal leaders to
in Deir ez Zor in a statement on January 10.[49] The Syrian government w
tribal 0 ghters against the SDF to weaken the SDF and make it defend from

The Syrian government likely seeks to resume negotiations after the SDF
eastern Aleppo.$96@fa issued a decree on January 16 that alrmed that Syri
integral and authentic part of the Syrian people.[51] Shara s decree pr
declaring Nowruz, the Kurdish New Year, a national holiday in Syria and c
language that is permitted in public and private schools located in Kurdist
issued the decree practically simultaneously with the MoD s assault on thi
coerce the SDF to resume integration negotiations with the Syrian governr
noted on January 16 that Shara s decree falls short of several key SDF de
constitutional guarantees for Kurdish rights and fails to address decentral
SDF leadership.[54] The decree could serve as a useful trust-building mec
position of some Kurdish hardliners within the SDF, however. Shara s prec
Special Envoy to Syria Tom Barrack s reported meeting with SDF command
expected to take place in Erbil, Irag, on January 17 as part of an intensid
condict between the MoD and the SDF.[55]
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o Tehran, lran. The regime will likely tighten security around possible upcoming
protest dates due to its fears of renewed unrest. It remains unclear whether the
regime will securitize in targeted pulses around February 17 and Nowruz or sustain its
current securitization for more than two months. Prolonged securitization would likely
severely strain Iran’s economy and could risk exhausting security forces.

e Northwestern Iran. The |ranian regime appears to be concerned about Kurdish
militancy in northwestern Iran, which may cause the regime to divert personnel and
resources toward border security and constrain its protest-suppression capacity.

e Zahedan, Iran. There are reports of a new protest in Zahedan, Sistan and Baluchistan
Province, on January 16. Protest activity in Zahedan is unique and may not reflect a
resurgence in protest activity across Iran, however,

Key Takeaways

1. The Iranian Regime s SecurTtheategnme will likely tighten security arou
upcoming protest dates due to its fears of renewed unrest. It remains
will securitize in targeted pulses around February 17 and Nowruz or si
securitization for more than two months. Prolonged securitization wou
economy and could risk exhausting security forces.

2.Anti-Regime Kurdish Militant GroulphAdtianigan regime appears to be col
about Kurdish militancy in northwestern Iran, which may cause the reg
resources toward border security and constrain its protest-suppressiol

3.lranian ProteShere are reports of a new protest in Zahedan, Sistan an.
on January 16. Protest activity in Zahedan is unigue and may not red e
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activity across Iran, however.

4. Rumored Iraqi Militia Deplolymeeatare additional reports that Iranian-ba
militias have deployed to Iran within the past few weeks to support t
protests. Anti-regime media sources have cited similar reports during
Ilran.

5.Syrian Military Operations in AleppbhBr8yrnae:Ministry of Defense app
have begun its assault to capture Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)-hel
salient in eastern Aleppo Province on January 16 amid recent US de-e
ground operation will likely remain limited to eastern Aleppo Province

lran

See topline section.

lrag

See topline section.

Syria

See topline section.

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J
of the protests in Iran.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

Nothing signid cant to report.

POWERED BY: I:lﬂ:l BABELSTREET
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[4] https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-january-8-2026 ;
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The Iranian regime s extreme securitization of society and brutal crackdov
appear to have suppressed the protest movement for now. The regime s wi
mobilization of security forces is unsustainable, however, which makes it

protests could resume. The regime has also not addressed and likely will

underlying grievances that triggered this protddfitemregéemmerhtas reportedly in
a curfew to prevent Iranians from going out at night, which is when protes
sources in Tehran and a resident in Tabriz, East Azerbaijan Province, told
regime media, respectively, that the regime has told Iranians not to leave
The regime has also deployed security forces to patrol towns and cities ac
told anti-regime media on January 15 that security forces are deployed in
in small neighborhoods far from the city center. [3] An unspecil ed foreig
thewWashington ®Podtanuathatdsecurity forces are all over the town. [4] An i
separately told a Paris-based journalist on January 15 that the regime has
CTP-ISW has not observed any images or videos to corroborate this reporl
would likely be meant to intimidate civilians and deter them from protestir

The regime s pervasive securitization measures and violent crackdown on
have suppressed protest activitg T@rli®oW.recorded zero protests on Januar
marks the second consecutive day that CTP-ISW has not recorded any pro
sources in Iran told Western media that protest activity has subsided in re
regime s brutal crackdown. An individual who participated Whapr&teses in T
Journah January 15 that clashes between security forces and protesters in
January 8, but that Tehran was quiet by January 12.[6] The protester sta
realized what had happened to us and how many had been killed. [7] Irani
January 14 and 15 that the protests appear to have subsided since Januar
diplomat in Iran similaWgsthoilnlgtba dProdtanuary 14 that the protests have (ge
subsided and that the fear factor has gained the upper hand. [9] The reg
brutality to quell the recent protests, and this brutality appears to have d
continuing to demonstrate against the regime, at least for the time being.|
organization reported on January 15 that the regime has killed at least 2,¢
19,097 individuals since December 28.[11]

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War



The regime s mobilization of security forces to securitize society is unsus
makes it possible that protests could resume when the regime is no longer
this mobilizatMoahilizing security forces for long periods of time risks burn
these forces. Senior law enforcement, military, and intelligence ol cials pr
security forces exhaustion during the Mahsa Amini protest movement.[1:
other measures to securitize society, such as sustaining its nationwide inf
signid cant cost on the regime.[13] The regime s willingness to sustain the
highlights how the regime still perceives its population as a serious threa
long the regime will be able to sustain these measures.

The regime is also unlikely to address the underlying factors that triggere
movement, which makes it possible that protestsTbeupdotestme.vement was
initiated by merchants and shopkeepers in Tehran in late December 2025 |
deteriorating economic conditions, including the fall of the value of the Ir
1,432,000 rials to one US dollar on December 28.[14] The value of the ria
to 1,482,500 rials to one US dollar on January 6 before depreciating sligh
dollar on January 15.[15] The regime has not introduced any economic ref
movement and is unlikely to fundamentally transform its economic policy i
conceivable that the regime s brutal crackdown has deterred Iranians from
but the regime s unwillingness to implement meaningful reforms creates tf
protests. A Tehran residWatltS8tdetdhteJonrdahuary 15 that he doesn t think t
current calm in Tehran will hold and that the situation in Iran is very \
red ect how the regime may have suppressed protest activity for now but tF
change.

Iranian leaders are reportedly moving their US currency reserves abroad,
their lack of faith in Iran s banking system and may indicate concerns abo
regimelS Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent stated on January 14 that Iran
tens of millions of [US] dollars out of Iran to unspecilied locations.[17] /
reported on January 14 that Iranian o0 cials have moved around $1.5 billio
48 hours and that Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei s son, Mojtaba Khamenei,
of that total to Dubai, citing a source familiar with Islamic Revolutionary ¢
activities.[18] Iranian oG cials transfer of money out of Iran rel ects their
fragile banking system. Regime-al liated Bank Ayandeh dissolved in Octob
$5 billion USD in losses.[19] The Iranian Central Bank folded Bank Ayand:é
Melli and attempted to cover up the economic shock of Bank Ayandeh s di:
money, which in turn worsened the inl ation cycle, weakened the value of
and increased prices.[20] Iran s economic crisis requires structural chang
0 scal systems that would require unraveling decades of mismanagement.[2
that it is unwilling to implement fundamental economic reforms and instea
to keep the Iranian economy ald oat. Iranian leaders reported money trans:
hard currency in Iran, which will in turn likely make Iran s banking crisis |
regime s ability to solve its liquidity crisis. These conditions will likely e>»
grievances that triggered the protest movement in Iran in late 2025.

The Iranian regime is conducting an information operation to portray itsel!
security forces as victims of terrorism, despite the regime s violent crac
Iranian Foreign Al airs Minister Abbas Araghchi told Fox News on January
from outside entered the protests, carried out operations similar to the I
(I1S1S), and shot security forces and civilians.[22] Araghchi claimed that t
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police ol cers, burned them alive, and beheaded them.[23] Araghchi s stat
still views its own population as a critical security threat and is doubling
protestors are |ISIS members and terrorists to justify its use of violenc
also uses the narrative that protesters are terrorists to treat the public
a population that has legitimate grievances. The regime is also trying to ¢
Anti-regime sources have reported that Iranian security forces have press
recover their relatives bodies from hospitals or morgues to sigh statemen
their relatives to terrorists or claiming that their relative was a Basij me
widespread internet shutdown enables the regime to perpetuate this inforn
shutdown restricts independent reporting and limits the circulation of evid
crackdown on protesters.

Hezbollah may be hesitant to conduct any direct action against Israel or t
support Iran that could trigger a full-scale condict and disrupt the group s
el ortsStatements by Hezbollah oG cials indicate that the group is prioritizi
Lebanon, including its reconstitution and el orts to prevent disarmament.[:
statement on January 13 in which it expressed support for the Iranian regi
any military support to Iran or threaten to retaliate against the United Sta
Iran.[26] Hezbollah was previously unwilling and likely unable to defend |
Israeli targets during the Israel-lran War in June 2025, despite previously
deterrents against Israel and the United States.[27] Hezbollah has also ngc
Israeli strikes targeting Hezbollah military infrastructure and personnel in
Israel s killing of Hezbollah s de facto chief of stal and senior command
November 2025.[28] Hezbollah s continued hesitancy to act directly again:
suggests that the group fears escalation due to its weaker position and th
military escalation, which could rapidly spiral out of Hezbollah s control.

targeting US or Israeli forces would presumably prompt a US or Israeli res
November 2024 Israel-Hezbollah ceaselre agreement. The United States p
the November 2024 ceaselire agreement, particularly through its role in th
committee and el orts to reduce tensions between Israel and Lebanon.[29]
action that would threaten the ceasellre agreement because such action w
objectives of limiting Israel s presence and operational scope in Lebanon.
Hezbollah would also likely disrupt Hezbollah s current el orts to regenera
weapons stockpiles.[30]

Divisions within the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), which have reported
year-long integration negotiations, threaten to prolong G ghting between th
Syrian government in eastern Aleppo Province and risk further destabilizir
SyrialThe SDF appears to have reinforced its defenses along the western b
the wake of a new Syrian government operation that aims to force the SDF
and the surrounding areas.[31] A Deir Hafer-based SDF commander told Ki
13 the day that the Syrian government announced its operation in eastern
defend the area if the government attacked.[32] SDF Gghters Gred drones
Syrian army positions and sent reinforcements from SDF-held areas in Rac
Aleppo Province, on January 13, according to anti-SDF media.[33] The Sy
advance into either Maskanah or Deir Hafer in the coming days after civili
government-established humanitarian corridor.[34] The degree to which SIL
commit to defending against possible government advances will likely ind u
0 ghting in eastern Aleppo Province.
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SDF and Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (AANES) lead
approaches on how the SDF should engage the Syrian godemea&ntridnsbaste
leaders have framed the government s Aleppo operation as the beginning
capture SDF-held areas by force.[35] Such beliefs are probably in part inQ
decision to reinforce and defend Deir Hafer and Maskanah.[36] The co-cha
Party (PYD), which is the People s Protection Units (YPG) political wing,

Syrian government has its eyes

on Raqga, Tabqga, and Kobani and that tt

defensive arrangements. [37] The AANES closed all routes from SDF-cont
government-held territory in Raqga and Deir ez Zor provinces on January

More moderate elements of the SDF and AANES s leadership have urged ri
need to return to dialogue. AANES ol cial Ilham Ahmed, who is directly inv
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negotiations with Damascus, condemned the Syrian government for launch
declaring war on Kurds, but alrmed that the AANES supports dialogue wi
government.[39] The commander of the SDF-al liated Northern Democratic
January 14 that he considers contributing to the escalation between the S
illogical and that his forces are moving toward integration and not enga
government.[40] The commander s views do not appear to rell ect those of
eastern Aleppo, however, since Northern Democratic Brigade forces do no
eastern Aleppo.[41]

US and Syrian ol cials have blamed the prolongation and lack of progress
between the Syrian government and SDF on some SDF leaders alighment
Workers Party (PKwe) SDF is a coalition that is dominated by the YPG. Mal
formerly fought in the PKK, but most of these commanders had stopped en
driven, anti-Turkey operations by the time that the United States began wi
2014.[42] US, Syrian, and Turkish ol cials have recently blamed the stalle
of PKK-linked leaders within the SDF, whose hardline demands have repor
leaders from making progress with the government.[43] An unspeciited US
aligned cadres for impeding negotiations with the Syrian government.[44]
analyst, citing US, Turkish, European, and Syrian ol cials involved in the |
SDF demanded new, more stringent conditions from the Syrian government
Mazloum Abdi and Syrian President Ahmed al Shara made an informal agre
SDF s military integration in October 2025.[45] Syrian President Ahmed al
observation in an interview with Erbil-based Kurdish media on January 13,
SDF has multiple leaders. [46] The subversion of government-SDF negoti:
of the SDF also reportedly led to the prolongment of d ghting in Aleppo Cit
accused PKK leadership in the Qandil mountains of ordering SDF-al liated
an internationally-mediated ceaselire and continue to 0 ght.[48]

Ongoing divisions within SDF leadership between those aligned with the P
are not risk prolonging G ghting in eastern Aleppo Province and triggering
engagements between the Syrian government and SDF ihhmo&thhErirs Swrirae.nt|
engaged in talks with the Syrian government and the United States, which
facilitateeasel re or an SDF withdrawal like the January 10 agreement did
Disagreements over the terms of a ceaselire among the SDF s leadership «
al liated G ghters on the ground who may not obey a ceaselire risk prolongi
Disunity within the SDF that continues to stall negotiations also risks con
further SDF-Syrian government condict in northeastern Syria. Senior Syria
Syrian military action against the SDF as an undesirable but possibly inev
completely.[50] The Syrian government likely remains committed to negoti
time as a preferable option given that any major ol ensive against SDF-col
Deir ez Zor provinces would further destabilize Syria.[51] Turkey, which m
the Syrian government s operation in eastern Aleppo, has previously threa
ol ensive if the SDF refuses to integrate into the Syrian state.[52] Turkish
said on January 15 that the use of force remains an option if the SDF an
resolve their issues through dialogue.[53] The Turkish Ground Forces com
located along the Syria border on January 15 as Turkey simultaneously se
Ragga Province, which indicates that Turkish forces are present in Syria &
government operation against the SDF.[54]

The Syrian government likely seeks to discourage Arab tribes in SDF-cont
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from mobilizing against the SDF in order to maintain stability in northeast
0 ghts the SDF in eastern Alepp¢5Bijovhmc8yrian government s OO ce of Trib
head, Jihad Issa al Sheikh, urged Arab tribes and Kurdish communities on
and pursue dialogue, warning that war between Arabs and Kurds would fra
foreign interference, and devastate local communities.[56] Sheikh called c
tensions with Syria s Kurdish community and stop amassing weapons.[57]
integral part of Syria whose rights and sacril ces cannot be denied.[58]
advocating for war will bear full political, moral, and historical responsibi

The Syrian government s call for Arab tribes in SDF-controlled parts of ea
escalate indicates that the Syrian government seeks a limited operation in
rather than a campaign to destroyAtak Sbdes in SDF-controlled Deir ez Zor
intermittently fought against the SDF since the fall of Assad in December

Bakara Tribe in al Kasrah, Deir ez Zor Province, mobilized against the SD
the SDF s killing of a tribesman.[61] The al Shaytat clan separately mobil
September 2025 after SDF forces reportedly killed an unarmed civilian in

Province.[62] Sheikh, a member of the Bakara tribe, previously played an

the defection of Sunni Arabs loyal to the Assad regime prior to its collaps
which was an IRGC-supported Sunni militia comprised of Bakara tribesmen
also likely involved in securing the defection of Bakara tribesmen loyal to
Ministry of Defense (MoD)-SDF G ghting in Ashrad yeh, Aleppo City, on Jani
government would presumably seek to mobilize Arab tribes against the SD
scale campaign against the SDF and the government s el orts to de-escala
tribes and the SDF indicate that it does not intend to conduct such a camg

Unspecid ed Arab tribes appear to have ignored Sheikh s January 10 stater
sporadic attacks on SDF positions in eastern Syria in the lead up to and d
January 12 ol ensive against the SDF in eaAtexnaAlkeptpoSDF source reporte
unspecil ed groups of Arab tribesmen attacked several SDF positions in Dl
al Sousa in Deir ez Zor Province on January 11.[65] Tribal leaders descrit
opening phase of a broader liberation operation. [66] An unnamed tribal |
were in response to continued SDF raids and the SDF s arrests of Arab tri
ISIS operations in the area, however.[67] Arab tribes reportedly conducte
SDF-controlled eastern Syria on January 12.[68] A local anti-SDF source
Arab tribesmen targeted an SDF checkpoint in al Shaafa, Deir ez Zor Prov
January 12.[69] Unspecil ed Arab tribesmen attacked an SDF checkpoint in
on January 15.[70] These attacks and the mobilization of Arab tribes amid
the SDF-controlled Deir Hafer salient will likely impose new security requil
MoD operation remains limited.
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The lranian regime's extreme SAUDI
securitization of society and ARABIA
brutal crackdown on protests

appears to have suppressed the

protest movement for now. The
regime’s widespread
mobilization of security forcesis
unsustainable, however, which
makes it possible that protests
could resume.
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o Tehran, Iran. Iranian leaders are reportedly moving their US cumrency reserves abroad,

which indicates their lack of faith in Iran’s banking system and may indicate concems about
the future of the regime. Iranian leaders’ reported money transfers will reduce the amount
of hard currency in Iran, which will in tumn likely make Iran’s banking crisis more acute and
inhibit the regime’s ability to solve its liquidity crisis.

o Tehran, Iran. The Iranian regime is conducting an information operation to portray itself

and Iranian security forces as victims of “terrorism, " despite the regime’s viclent crackdown
on protests. The regime uses the narrative that protesters are “terrorists” to treat the public
as a hostile force rather than as a population that has legitimate grievances.

° Aleppo Province, Syria. Divisions within the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), which have

reportedly impeded the year-long integration negotiations, threaten te prolong fighting
between the SDF and the Syrian government in eastern Aleppo Province and risk further
destabilizing northeastern Syria.

Key Takeaways

1.The Iranian Regime s Suppression ohéedoamsan: regime s extreme secur

society and brutal crackdown on protests have likely suppressed the p
The regime s widespread mobilization of security forces is unsustaina
possible that protests could resume. The regime has also not address«
the underlying grievances that triggered this protest movement.

.Economic Instability ilmalmban leaders are reportedly moving their US cl

abroad, which indicates their lack of faith in Iran s banking system an
about the future of the regime. Iranian leaders reported money transf
hard currency in Iran, which will in turn likely make Iran s banking cri
regime s ability to solve its liquidity crisis.
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3.lranian Information Opelfhtidnanian regime is conducting an informatio
portray itself and Iranian security forces as victims of terrorism, des
crackdown on protests. The regime uses the narrative that protesters
public as a hostile force rather than as a population that has legitima:

4 Hezbollah Strategic Cadlemabwdlah may be hesitant to conduct any direct
Israel or the United States to support Iran that could trigger a full-sce
group s reconstitution ed orts.

5.SDF-Syrian Government Fighting in AlephiviBrowsnwethin the Syrian Dei
Forces (SDF), which have reportedly impeded the year-long integratiol
prolong G ghting between the SDF and the Syrian government in easter
further destabilizing northeastern Syria.

6.Tribal Activity in Blyei&yrian government likely seeks to discourage Ar
controlled eastern Syria from mobilizing against the SDF in order to m
northeastern Syria as itdghts the SDF in eastern Aleppo Province, wh
government seeks a limited operation in eastern Aleppo rather than a
SDF.

lran

The US Treasury Department sanctioned the architects of the Iranian regi
crackdown on peaceful demonstrators on7lgdnulaeyUhbted States sanctioned
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Ali Larijani.[72] The
security and foreign policy decision-making body and plays a central role
responds to widespread protests, including authorizing and coordinating c
forces.[73] The United States also sanctioned the Law Enforcement Comm:
commanders of Lorestan and Fars provinces.[74] The US Treasury Departn
in Fars Province have killed numerous peaceful demonstrators since prote
2025.[75] The department added that security forces in Lorestan Province
withheld bodies to coerce families to falsely identify their relatives as go\
United States also sanctioned G ve individuals and 18 entities for launderil
petroleum and petrochemical sales to foreign markets through clandestine
networks.[77]

lrag

US Special Envoy to Iraqg Mark Savaya announced on January 14 that the |
Department will conduct a comprehensive review of the Iraqi banking sect:
that the department will impose sanctions on unspeciloed Iraqi actors and
near future.[78] The department s review is part of a US ellort to isolate |
international d nancial system and hinder transnational lraniallYy SimSiagdiyag
met with representatives from the US Treasury Department and its O0ce o
January 14.[80] Savaya and the representatives agreed that the Treasury
payment records and G nancial transactions of Iraqi institutions, companie:
0 nancing and enabling terrorist activities.[81] Savaya added that the repr
forthcoming sanctions on Iraqg that will target malign actors and network
0 nancial integrity and state authority, which almost certainly refers to Ire
linked to them.[82] Three unspecil ed Iraqi o0 cials similarly told Qatari m
that US o0 cials told the Iraqi federal government that the United States w
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individuals and political, economic, and commercial entities involved in Qr
behalf.[83] An Iraqi Foreign Ministry ol cial also told Qatari media that the
prominent Ggures within Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias that have parliame
and its Iraqgi partners have historically tried to evade international sanctic
exports through the exploitation of Iraq s dnancial system and by smugglit
waters.[85] The United States sanctioned several government and commer
el ort to reduce Iranian inDuence in lraq.[86]

Syria

See topline section.

Arabian Peninsula

CTP-ISW has temporarily suspended its coverage of Yemen beginning on J
of the protests in Iran.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

See topline section.

POWERED BY: Eﬂ BABELSTREET
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Indicators of Ilranian R

Instability

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Nicholas Carl, Annika Ganzeveld, Frederick W. Kagan

Analyst Not&pdated: January 14, 9:00 AM ET

The ongoing protests in Iran mark the most serious domestic unrest that t|
The protests could alter the character of the regime fundamentally or ever

CTP-ISW currently assesses that the unprecedentedly brutal crackdown th
broadly suppressed protest activity and may get the protests under contro
The internet blackout, now extended to el orts todnd and cond scate Starli
communications dishes, makes assessing the current extent of protest act
indicators strongly suggest that more protests are taking place than CTP-|
has responded to this protest wave with much more force and lethality tha
indicating its fear that it can lose control of the situation. It remains uncl
able to sustain the current levels of oppression long enough to end this pi
attempt to forecast the el ects of possible US or other international action
this time, since the nature and likelihood of such action remains extremel
observed indicators that separatist militias are seeking to take advantage
position themselves for post-regime pushes for autonomy and independenc
of thoughtful and careful planning for post-regime scenarios.

This document identil es indicators of reduced regime stability and the deq
observed evidence that those indicators have been tripped (that is, that a
toward regime instability). Indicators are presented as tripped, partially t
indicators are shown as unobserved, that simply means that we have not s
source information.

This document highlights what open source information reveals about the
for regime stability. This document is not an assessment of the likelihood
The regime could transform fundamentally or collapse without many of the
Conversely, the regime could retain power and persist in its current form |
tripped. Indeed, many of the indicators presented here have tripped in pre
Iran without signid cantly al ecting the regime. The indicators that we have
understood as signs of regime instability that could increase the likelihoo
change in Iran, but that may also fall short of generating major change. F
situation in Iran will evolve is dil cult at this moment, especially due to th
regime has never before faced large-scale protests and the simultaneous |
the United States and Israel. This situation could change how both protes:
that make some of these indicators misleading. We will try to forecast whe
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on open source information, nevertheless. Our running assessments and f¢
and in our daily Irameupdate

Our analysis focuses on the Iranian internal security apparatus, which the
optimizing for domestic repression. Our core assumption is that the regim:
leaders and security forces retain the ability and willingness to suppress
willingness of the security forces to suppress protests violently and lethal
signil cant factors in determining the trajectory of the regime. The ol cers
are generally part of one of three security services: the Law Enforcement
Organization, and Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC).[1] The G rst
LEC, which is the national police force. If regular police ol cers cannot co
the Special Units, which are its highly trained anti-riot force. The LEC ha:
members, though it is unclear how many belong to the Special Units.[2] Tt
responsible for civil defense and social control. In the early stages of pro
its low-level Basij units to supplement the LEC and conduct intelligence a
functions. The Basij has an estimated 450,000 personnel, many of whom a
suppression, such as those who manage propaganda and socio-cultural prc
LEC and low-level Basij are insul cient to control protests, the regime will
which receive extensive ideological training and are designed for brutal re
cases, the regime deploys the IRGC Ground Forces conventional military v
major cities and towns to apply extreme force against protesters. The IRG
150,000 members distributed across 32 regional units.[4] The only remaini
at its disposal beyond those already identit ed is the conventional military
Artesh Ground Forces consist of around 350,000 personnel.[5] The regime
Artesh members to guard key facilities during countrywide protests in orde
other security services to focus on repression. Iranian leaders have long |
further in protest crackdowns, however, because the Artesh has been a si¢
and does not receive extensive training in crowd control.

Indicators that the Regime is Losing the Ability o
to Control the Population Through Force

Tripped:

1.Security personnel defecting or refusingindicapesstshardabestregime has
control of some security forces

2.Security forces withdrawing or retreating ifrdicagestebatssenasity forces
the will or ability to control certain protests

3.Deployment of IRGC conventional unindgitartes pheagsibe LEC and Basij h
to control the protests or are not available in sudcient numbers to do

4.Deployment of foreign militiasiharicatfre dhieotnthe regime seeks to free |
security forces or is concerned about security personnel defections

5.Simultaneous protests in major citieinchicdtewsrahatrpastests could strair
bandwidth of security forces

6.Unusually high rate of security fondéieatcas utdldteprotesters are increasin
capable

7.Senior ol cials engaging Chinese, Russia, or Northnkocabtes richparte sleentat
regime is seeking help with repression
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8.

9.

Damning leaks about regime actimtiiesatersdtdatahere is dissent among
regime personnel

Regime framing of protesters in extreme termsndicaeheasthedrtbeisesgime
trying to generate buy-in among reluctant security personnel or gener:
protesters and security personnel considering defection

Partially tripped:

1.

2.

Destruction of key facilities or redicedesyhedlsecurity forces are degr:
mounting strain

Expanding insurgent operations innmdica¢esregadnsecurity forces are dei
under mounting strain

.Deployment of the Artesh to guaridh kicyntles adahianshe regime seeks to fre

bandwidth for security forces

Unobserved:

Deployment of elite Basij unitswfouldeipreissitenthat the LEC has failed t
protests

Deployment of the Artesh fovonelprersdioate that the regime has become
and willing to risk using an untrained and less ideological force
Deployment of IRGC units outside the Ground vWau kc $nfibirc @ e rtdagi ome
regime has become desperate and willing to risk using an untrained fo
New appointments for critical military andosidduimtycmasithatsthe regime
dissatisl ed or has some critical issue with the incumbents in those po
Protesters occupying city centers for extended periods or imcddeatésg s
that security forces lack the ability to control certain protests
Sustained protests without an accompavoyildgioddcktewimat security forc
the will or ability to control certain protests

Regime encouraging vigilantism to swoppkdssdicattesthat security forces
degraded under mounting strain

Elevated rates of non-protestemadldedddciante that security forces are de
mounting strain

Protesters communicating and coordinating acrowsudidiiesd boed ep t b ainithee
protesters have some form or organization

Protesters using sophisticated wewpolds ioditastté ctshat protesters are ind
capable

Protesters identifying themselves under certvaomnlbaimdecsater thaatethbe
protesters have some form or organization

Signid cant protest activity appearing rapiddylich indiucartel threetaprotester:
planning and coordinating

Senior oG cials breaking from regime rhetoriwcoahd ited kda age pthianttshere art
divisions in regime leadership

Senior ol cials leaving Iran for unasldlimhdiciateesshat some are 0 eeing o
to do so

Damning leaks of highly sensitive regomkd infdircaaeidhat there is disser
the seniormost Iranian ol cials

Regime ol ering salary increases or other dnancial incegbiwvleds ihd iceader
that the regime is concerned about the morale of security forces
Senior ol cials meeting with low-level swauditiyh giecrsstenntedt the regime i
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concerned about the morale of security forces

e Easing the internet shutdown without reducceu diotdésttectivdtythere are
defections among regime personnel responsible for the shutdown

e State media publishing anti-regime content or information thatadgldymyg
indicate that there are defections among state media personnel

Evidence for Tripped and Partially Tripped Indica

1. Security personnel defecting or refusing to repress protests

e The regime reportedly arrested dozens of security forces in Kermans
protesters.[6] The IRGC Intelligence Organization separately stated th
acts of abandonment, which suggests that some Iranian security pers
that the regime is concerned about this possibility.[7]

2. Security forces withdrawing or retreating from protest scenes

e Security Forces have retreated from protests in Bushehr City, Busheht
Gharb, Kermanshah Province, due to the size and intensity of protests

3. Deployment of IRGC conventional units for repression

e The regime has deployed the IRGC Ground Forces 29th Nabi Akram Di\
Kermanshah.[9] The regime may have deployed conventional IRGC unif
elsewhere, such as Bukan, West Azerbaijan Province, and Ilam Provin
General Stal -run media threatened to deploy the IRGC Saberin Specia
under the IRGC Hamzeh Seyyed ol Shohada Operational Base to suppr

4. Deployment of foreign militias for repression

e Anti-regime media reported that around 800 Iranian-backed lraqi militi
to suppress protests.[12] A Fox News correspondent similarly reportec
asked lranian-backed Iraqgi militias to intervene in support of the regir

5. Simultaneous protests in major cities and rural areas

e CTP-ISW has published daily protest maps since December 29, 2025,
Ouctuated across major cities, such as Tehran and Mashhad, and less-
Ssimultaneously.

6. Unusually high rate of security force casualties

e |[RGC-ali liated media reported 121 regime security personnel deaths a:
estimates indicate that the security forces have incurred as many as E
represents a dramatic escalation from the 2022-23 Mahsa Amini protes
security personnel died.[15] The Mahsa Amini protests had been the d
security personnel until the current protests.

7. Senior ol cials engaging Chinese, Russia, or North Korean representati

e Iranian Supreme National Security Council Secretary Ali Larijani held
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Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu, almost certainly to discuss
lran.[16]

8. Damning leaks about regime activities and data

e An LEC ol cer from an unspecided Kurdish-majority cityI|MEnatr theceigiey
forces disagree over whether a massive regime crackdown on protest
or incite further unrest. The ol cer said that all of the ol cers at his st
collapsing.[17] Iranian sources, including some from the Presidential
Security Council, have spoken to Western media, reporting extremely |
Such leaks likely red ect dissent among regime personnel.[18]

9. Regime framing of protesters in extreme terms, such as terrorists

e lranian o0 cials and state media have repeatedly described protesters
Partially Tripped:
1. Destruction of key facilities or regime symbols

e Protesters have setlre to government buildings and institutions acros

also setldre to regime symbols, such as the Islamic Republic of Iran
0gures.[21]

2. Expanding insurgent operations in border regions

e The Mobarizoun Popular Front has conducted two attacks targeting Ira
Sistan and Baluchistan Province in response to regime repression.[22]

e The Kurdistan National Guard announced that its Zagros Tornado unit
Nourabad, Lorestan Province, and injured three IRGC members.[23]

3. Deployment of the Artesh to guard key locations

e An Iranian social media user published a video of Artesh forces deplo
Province.[24]

POWERED BY: Eﬂ BABELSTREET
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The Iranian regime views the protests as a proto-revolution that it must ct
immediately. Some Iranians are resisting the regime, in some cases violer
reinforces the regime s view that the protests retain the potential to trans
revolution. The regime will likely succeed in quelling this resistance if it
of security forces and prevent those who are resisting the regime from ac
wherewithal to challenge the regime s ability and willingness to slutsdain it
regime has abandoned any el ort it made in the beginning of this protest n
between legitimate economic protests and illegitimate anti-regime protest:
including those who expressed sympathy for protesters in the beginning of
categorically describing protesters as terrorists. [1] Iranian Justice Minis
on January 14 that any protester who has participated in protests after Ja
and scope of the protests expanded dramatically is guilty of taking part in
statement highlights how the regime has stopped showing any tolerance to
extent in the beginning of the protest movement, and views any protest as
regime.

The extent and extremity of the regime s use of violence to quell the prote
demonstrate that the regime views the protests as a Reportre\vodution.
eyewitnesses and protesters in Iran describe an unprecedented degree of
protesters. Iranians told BBC Persian on January 11 that the scale of dea
protest movement is unprecedented and incomparable to previous protes
International reported on January 14 that regime security forces have com
an unprecedented scale. [4] Western media outlets have reported proteste
between 2,000 and 20,000.[5] These numbers surpass the approximately 1
killed in 2019 and approximately 550 protesters who were killed during the
movement.[6] A US-based human rights organization also estimated that tt
10,000 individuals in the current wave of protests thus far.[7] The regime
7,000 individuals in the 2019 protests and 20,000 individuals during the M
regime arrested 20,000 individuals over a roughly three-month period, whe
10,000 individuals in the past two and a half weeks.
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CTP-ISW recorded zero protests on January 14, but the regime is sustaini
measures that impose a signil cant cost on the regime. This suggests that
not perceive that the threat from protests fHa® sefsidkeds maintaining secur
mobilizations, which risks exhausting and burning out these forces. Secur
in towns and cities across Iran to prevent Iranians from holding demonstrze
Mazandaran Province, for example, told a BBC Persian reporter on Januar
machine guns have been stationed in all streets. [9] The widespread deplc
likely contributing to the decrease in recorded protest activity because th
some lranians from participating in protests. The sustained mobilization o
risk that the regime will burn out these forces, potentially diminishing the
continue to suppress protesters. Iranian reformist media previously report
after the Mahsa Amini movement began that then-Law Enforcement Comma
discussed security forces exhaustion and bandwidth constraints with seni
o0 cials.[10] Security forces will likely experience similar exhaustion if the
them for a long period of time.

The regime has also suggested that it will sustain its nationwide internet
week. Internet shutdowns have a detrimental edect on the Iranian econom)
will likely exacerbate the poor economic conditions that triggered this pro
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)-al liated media reported on January 1¢
will decide in the next week or two whether to grant greater internet acc
Iranian o0 cials have frequently acknowledged that internet shutdowns pre
to conduct business and therefore have a negative impact on the Iranian e
estimates that internet shutdowns cost Iran over $1.5 million per hour.[13
separately told anti-regime media on January 14 that most shops in Tehra
closure of businesses would likely compound the negative impact that the
the Iranian economy. The current protest movement was initiated by merct
Tehran in late December 2025 in response to Iran s deteriorating economi

Some Iranians are resisting the regime s el orts to contain protests, which
that the regime has not regained control over the séc&uitgpxzithasieoth.outlet
appears to have sources in Iran reported on January 13 that some Iranian:
0 ghting back against security forces using knives and machetes.[16] The ¢
forces have struggled to contain crowds by using tear gas and batons and
weapons.[17] The outlet added that communities are self-organizing and
resisting the regime, such as by providing them with safe houses, to suste
Resisting security forces that are armed with military weapons is inherent
participating in peaceful protests, which demonstrates the commitment of
security forces to G ght the regime. IRGC-al liated media reported an incre
deaths in Fars Province between January 11 and 12, which could corrobor:
Shiraz.[19] Shiraz was previously a hotspot for unrest during the 2019 pro
regime media separately reported on January 12 and 14, respectively, tha
place in Esfahan and eastern Tehran, which highlights how Iranians are c
forces in areas outside of Shiraz.[21]

The regime will likely succeed in quelling this resistance if it can retain t
forces and prevent those who are resisting security forces from successfu
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regime s ability and willingness to sustain Tlecragkdewims not indicated a
intention to stop using lethal force and brutality to quell the current unres
protesters to be successful would be through the defection of security for
unlikely to degrade the regime s ability to sustain its crackdown. Security
regime s stability, and the loss of security forces willingness to suppress
threat to the regime. CTP-ISW has not observed reports of defections, altl
Organization stated on January 9 that it is dealing with possible acts of ¢
statement suggests that some Iranian security forces may have already de
very concerned about this possibility.

Iranian regime ol cials have leaked various protester death counts to Wes!H
leak of high protester death counts by some regime ol cials indicates that
be disal ected by the regime s brutal crackdown dmwohkrgmricatesdiscials told t
New York Tam@ sReuters on January 13 that 3,000 and 2,000 people have b
respectively.[23] Both ol cials claimed that terrorists caused the deaths,
theNew York Teme@sasized that the number of deaths included hundreds o
These claims suggest that these ol cials support the regime s violent crac
the role of terrorists in the current unrest to justify the crackdown. A so
National Security Council (SNSC), two sources in the Iranian presidential
contrastingly told anti-regime media that the protester death count is at |
such a high protester death count by regime ol cials suggests that some m
oppose the regime s brutal crackdown on the protests. These leaks come ¢
divisions among Iranian security forces over how to respond to the protes!

The Iranian regime s concern about cross-border Kurdish militant activity
regime to divert resources to address this threat, which would stretch the
Iranian security forces that are suppressihg pegiestss currently attempting
simultaneously defend against Kurdish militant activity and suppress prote
particularly in Ilam, Kermanshah, and West’AZerkaijjasnipteMigease service
the IRGC that armed Kurdish separatist groups were attempting to cross fi
days, according to three unspecilied sources familiar with the matter spe:
14.[28] The Reuters report follows several attacks by Kurdish anti-regime
sites in recent days. The Kurdistan National Guard announced on January
in Nourabad, Lorestan Province, and injured three IRGC members.[29] The
separately claimed responsibility for an attack on IRGC positions in Kerm:
that killed an unspecidt ed number of IRGC personnel.[30] The uptick in Kul
and northwestern Iran in recent days will likely force the regime to divert
confront this issue that it would have otherwise used to quell protests.

The regime s confrontation with Kurdish militant groups in western and no
regime has simultaneously sought to suppress intense protest activity in t
only deployed IRGC Ground Forces units to suppress protests in western e
suggests that the intensity of protests in these areas have challenged the
and Basij s ability to contain them.[32] The regime has deployed the 29th
suppress protests in Kermanshah and has threatened to deploy units that
Seyyed ol Shohada Operational Base to suppress protests in northwestern
Kurdish human rights organization reported on January 9 that security for
Kermanshah Province, sought reinforcements but could not receive reinfor
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forces.[34] The bandwidth constraints that security forces are reportedly f
exacerbated by Kurdish militant attacks and the regime may not be able to
issues el ectively. The regime previously not only threatened escalation b
Kurdish militant positions in the Iraqgi Kurdistan Region (IKR) during the N
Iranian security forces have notably neither threatened to do so nor done
movement.[35] The lack of kinetic action against Kurdish militant groups s
may be facing bandwidth constraints as they try to confront the Kurdish m
activity simultaneously.

Iran has continued to coordinate with Turkey and Iraqg in an el ort to conta
activity. Iranian Foreign A0 airs Minister Abbas Araghchi discussed the regc
cross-border Kurdish militant activity, in a phone call with Turkish Foreigt
January 14.[36] Iranian SNSC Secretary Ali Larijani separately discussed
2023 Iran-lraq security agreement in a phone call with Iraqgi National Secu
January 14.[37] The March 2023 agreement requires Iraqi authorities to di
regime groups away from the Iran-lraq border.[38]
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The Syrian government is likely preparing to launch an assault on the sou
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)-held territory in eastern Aleppo Province
SDF 0 ghters that are positioned further northThne DBgiriddatMimistry of Defens
began a limited o0l ensive operation against the SDF in a salient east of Al
Euphrates River on January 13.[39] The Syrian government s stated objec!
the SDF-controlled salient, which includes Deir Hafer and territory along t
Assad.[40] The government said that it intends to prevent further SDF reir
deny the SDF s ability to launch drone attacks targeting government territ

Several indicators suggest that the Syrian army is preparing for a possibl
an SDF-held city located between Deir Hafer and the rest of SDF-controlle
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