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CTP-ISW recorded a total of at least 179 protests in 24 provinces across |
last data cut-o0 on January 2 41]Ztpanf&lTowing number of protests have oc
since January 2:

62 protests occurred across 18 provinces between January 2 at 2 p
ET.[2]

81 protests occurred across 23 provinces between January 3 at 2 p
ET.[3]

37 protests occurred across 15 provinces between January 4 at 2 pn
ET.[4]

CTP-ISW has recorded a total of 369 protests in 28 of the 31 provinces ac
protests began on Decenibkr 28.

CTP-ISW recorded 17 medium-sized protests, which CTP-ISW dellnes as m
across lran since January 2.[6] The Governor of Qom Province told Iraniar
around 150 to 200 people participated in the protests in Qom Province on
to 450 people on January 3, most of whom were between the ages of 14 ar
conirm the number of protestors in Qom on these dates.
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Protests in Iran

From 2:00 PM ET on January 2 to 2:00 PM ET on January 3, 2026
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Protests in Iran

From 2:00 PM ET on January 3 to 2:00 PM ET on January 4, 2026

ISW

INSTITUTE FOR THE
STUDY OF WAR
AND

AZERBAIJAN CRITICAL
THREATS

TURKMENISTAN

THE DR. JACK LONDON
GEOSPATIAL FUND

Tabriz - -
4 }

\

L] \\ .
Urmia

ENUARS e ) ", KHORASAN RAZAVI
O WSS P SEMNAN . PROVINCE
) Py PROVINGE "~

ESFAHAN :
PROVINCE .. SOUTH KHORASAN

ILAM : 4 ) »
aEad 0N : o \ PROVINCE AFGHANISTAN
PROVINCE SHEED, O‘ngaha“,,/f YAZD - ®
S " PROVINCE ..
IRAQ

KUWAIT
PAKISTAN

s | SISTAN AND
BandarAbbas 1 BALUCHISTAN
%3 .i, PROVINCE

O High Confidence

Medium Confidence

] BAHRAIN
O Low Confidence

QATAR .
[o) 250 500 1,000 Kilometers

L 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 |

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Harrison Hurwitz, Benjamin Cordola, David Schulert, Lea Corticchiato,
Megan Ewert, Carolyn Weinstein, Eliana Ornelas, Brian Carter, Anntka Ganzeveld; Andie Parry,

Kelly Campa, Carolyn Moorman, Katherine Wells, Ria Reddy, Ben Rezael, Avery Borens, Ben Schmida,

Nidal Morrison, Adham Fattah, Zahra Wakilzada, and Parker Hempel

© 2020 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War



Protests in Iran
From 2:00 PM ET on January 4 to 2:00 PM ET on January 5, 2026

There were three medium-sized

Iranian security forces fired
protests across Iran on January 5

at protesters in at least four
towns and launched tear
gas at protesters in at least
three towns
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Some protesters have continued to clash with Iranian security forces since
response to the regime s protest suppredqiandalvodasl brandished a rili e ar
the air while chanting Death to Khamenei, allegedly in a protest in Sarat
4.[8] CTP-ISW cannot condrm if this incident happened at a protest or if t
protesters also threw Molotov cocktails at Iranian security forces in Shazze
Lahijan, Gilan Province, on January 4 and 5, respectively.[9]

The lranian regime appears to have shifted toward a harsher and more coce
after top lranian oG cials began did erentiating between rioters and prote
calling for crackdowns on trandasi. Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei delivered
January 4, stating that while protesting is acceptable, it dil ers from rioti
speaking with rioters is useless and noted that rioters should be put in
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Judiciary Chief Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejei similarly called for the judic
rioters and said that this time [the regime] will show no mercy to the riot
stated on X on January 5 that this time, we [the regime] will show no mer
Forces General Stal Chief Major General Abdol Rahim Mousavi stated dur
Enforcement Command (LEC) commanders on January 4 that the LEC will
with public support.[14]

These aggressive statements by top oll cials come amid growing reports of
casualties linked to the plrateiqats.authorities have arrested nearly 1,000 pe
minors, and Kkilled at least 16 people since the protests started on Deceml
outlets reported that Iranian security forces raided a hospital in Ilam City
wounded protesters.[16] Security forces also lGred tear gas into the hospit
wards and rooms to search for injured protesters.[17] Malekshahi, Ilam Pr
been a main focal point of protest activity and regime repression in recen
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)-al liated Fars News Agency claimed or
western provinces has taken the form of organized cells and semi-milita
Hazrat-e Abolfazl Unit in Lorestan Province, western Iran, also issued a s
warned that the appeasement period toward elements of unrest has end

the Supreme Leader.[20]

Iranian ol cials appear to have considered a less violent approach to cont:
but have since shifted toward a harder and more coercive crackdown after
January 4 spe@bhee unspecil ed Iranian olNe#&lsy bokd Ttimeelsanuary 4 that the
Iranian Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) held an emergency mee
containing the protests with less violence in order to avoid fueling publi
convened on January 2, before Khamenei s speech on January 4. Both Mol
SNSC members.[22] Mousavi s and Mohseni Ejei s statements suggest that
a harsher approach to suppress ongoing protests, however.

Iranian ol cials believe that recent US threats have limited their ability to
to protestsnspecil ed Iranian ol cials told Reuters on January 5 that US Pr
threat to intervene in Iranian protests has complicated Iran s el orts to qu
protests.[23] Trump told reporters on January 4 that the United States wi
regime continues to violently target protesters as it has done in the past.]
that some Iranian ol cials fear that the United States may target Iran after
Venezuela.[25] Another unspecii ed Iranian ol cial noted that these extern:
the regime s room to maneuver between public anger and protests, and ha
Iranian leaders with the perception that there are few viable options and

The IRGC reportedly conducted a missile and air defense exercise on Janl
cities, including Tehran and Shiraz, which suggests that Iran is increasing
a renewed condict with Israel after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netany
Washingtga7]RGC-al liated media previously reported on December 22 that
Force launched missiles as part of a missile exercise in unspecil ed locati
reportedly conducted a missile launch in an unspecil ed location in llam P
border with Iraq, on December 30.[29] CTP-ISW cannot independently veri
reported missile exercises highlight the regime s concerns about a renewe
tries to prepare its air defense systems and missile capabilities. The Isra
established air superiority over western Iran and Tehran by destroying ove

~

systems in the drst 24 hours of the June 2025 Iran-Israel War.[30]
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The Riyadh-based, Saudi-supported Yemeni President and Presidential Le:
(PLC) President, Rashad al Alimi, summoned Southern Transitional Counci
Riyadh on January 4 for discussions, likely as part of a Saudi el ort to p
end its hostilities against the Saudi-backed National S[BiEEdn Farncemsa¢M&Sd).
STC forces seized key areas of Hadramawt and Mahra governorates in eas
2025, which triggered an NSF counterol ensive on January 2.[32] A Yemen
summoned senior STC leadership, including STC Vice President and PLC \
Muharrami, for a PLC meeting in Riyadh on January 4.[33] Alimi summonec
recent events in southern Yemen and to prepare for a Saudi-hosted confer
factions to discuss just solutions to the southern cause, which Alimi req
President and PLC Vice President Aidarous al Zubaidi reportedly did not a
meeting, however.[35] STC leaders and partners, including Muharrami and
Saleh, also met with Saudi Defense Minister Khalid bin Salman in Riyadh
Saudi-Yemeni coordination to stabilize Yemen.[36]

Saudi Arabia almost certainly backs Alimi s summons in order to reunify Y
de-escalate the condict between the Republic of Yemen Government (ROY(
presumably view Alimi s summons as a summons from Saudi Arabia. Saudi
legitimacy of its Yemeni partners to provide a Yemeni veneer to Saudi pol
similarly gathered Yemeni factions in Riyadh in 2022 before orchestrating
President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi and his replacement with Alimi.[37] S
summons to reprimand the STC and attempt to compel it to de-escalate wi
factions within the ROYG.

STC olGcials support for the Saudi dialogue conference suggests that the
to ease tensions and increase dialogue with the Yein®®|i §SbCeamhiandd medi
reported on January 5 that Zubaidi and STC leadership held a cabinet mee
members praised Saudi Arabia s el orts to hold the southern Yemeni dialo¢
their readiness to actively participate in ensuring the conference s succe

The Saudi-backed NSF, supported by Saudi airstrikes, forced the Emirati-|
withdraw from Hadramawt and Mahra governorates betweenltas waryl Sarnrd
what degree the STC withdrew under pressure, but there were relatively fe
reported in Yemeni media.[40] The NSF, with signid cant Saudi air support.
Hadramawt Governorate, through Wadi Hadramawt to seize al Qatn and Se
Governorate, on January 2 and 3, according to local Yemeni media.[41] NS
Hadramawt Governor Salem al Khanbashi called on STC forces to withdraw
Arabia supported Khanbashi s call and conducted airstrikes targeting the
comply.[43] Yemeni media reported that NSF forces then seized al Adwas,
January 3, and allowed STC forces to withdraw to Aden Governorate after
and armored vehicles.[44] Yemeni and the Associated Press reported that
Hadramawt Governorate, and al Ghaydah, Mahra Governorate, on January
establish security and stability duties in Mahra Governorate.[45] Military
January 4 that the STC has begun to reinforce positions in Shabwa Goverr
withdrew from Hadramawt Governorate alongside reinforcements from Ader
governorates.[46] Yemeni media reported that NSF forces began to advanc
on January 5.[47]
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Significant Activity in Eastern Yemen

As of January 5, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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Saudi-backed Yemen forces seized territory

in Wadi Hadramawt and Mukalla from the

STC during a ground offensive between
January 2 and 4. The Saudi Air Force
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] Houthi-controlled Territory

Syrian government and Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) leadership met in
January 4 to negotiate the SDF s integration into the Syrian state after th
deadline passed on December.[3B] AZ5SDF s media ol ce announced on Ja
parties did not 0 nalize an integration agreement, but that periodic meetin
delegation consisted of SDF commander Mazloum Abdi and General Commaé
and Sipan Hemo.[50] SDF sources reported that Combined Joint Task Forc
Commander Brigadier General Kevin Lambert also attended the meeting.[5

This meeting indicated that the Syrian transitional government and Turkey
near term to pursue diplomacy rather than using military force to integrate
SDF into the state, even as the agreement term expired. [52] Turkey has
attack the SDF if it failed to integrate into the Syrian state by the end of
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concerns about the future security situation in northeastern Syria if the S
there.[53] Turkey slightly reversed this position throughout December 202
Turkish government said that it supports the Syrian government s el orts t

The SDF and Syrian government still disagree over fundamental issues for
Syria, howeveDF ol cials reiterated their fundamental negotiating positions
including the centralization of state power, which indicates that the Syrial
disagree on their vision for a Syrian state.[55] The Syrian transitional gov
authority should rule Syria through appointed governors and views SDF de
secession.[56] The SDF views decentralization as a way to secure local al
sees the government s push to concentrate power in Damascus as an atter
rule.[57]

CRITICAL
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|anuary 5, 2026
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Region in Focus

Iran Protests:

= 62 protests occurred across 18
provinces between January 2 at
2pm ET and Janiary 3 at 2pm ET

+ B protests occurred across 23
provinces between January 3 at
2pm ETand Januaryd at 2pm ET

= 37 protests cccurred across 15
provinces between January 4 at
2pmET and |anuary 5 at 2pm ET

©) 2025 Institute for the Study of War and AET's Critical Threats Project

o Tehran, Iran. CTP-ISW recorded a total of at least 179 protestsin 24 provinces across
Iran since CTP-ISW's last data cut-off on January 2 at 2pm ET. Some protesters
continue to clash with Iranian security forces since January 2 in response to the
regime’s protest suppression efforts.

o Tehran, lran. The Iranian regime appears to have shifted toward a harsher and more
coercive crackdown after top Iranian officials began differentiating between “rioters”
and “protesters” and calling for crackdowns on “rioters.” Iranian officials believe that
recent US threats have limited their ability to respond effectively to protests.

o Tehran, Iran. The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps reportedly conducted a missile
and air defense exercise on January 4 in multiple cities, including Tehran and Shiraz,
which suggests that [ran is increasingly concerned about a renewed conflict with
Israel after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's visit to Washington,
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Key Takeaways

l.lranian Prote€tBP-ISW recorded a total of at least 179 protests in 24 g
since CTP-ISW s last data cut-o0 on January 2 at 2 pm ET. Some prot
with Iranian security forces since January 2 in response to the regime

2.lranian Regime Response to Phetkratsian regime appears to have shifte
harsher and more coercive crackdown after top lranian ol cials began
rioters and protesters and calling for crackdowns on rioters. Irani
recent US threats have limited their ability to respond el ectively to p|

3.lran s Defense Straltkgylslamic Revolutionary Guards Corps reportedly
and air defense exercise on January 4 in multiple cities, including Tel
suggests that Iran is increasingly concerned about a renewed condict
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu s visit to Washington.

4.Saudi-Backed EO orts in YeenBmyadh-based, Saudi-supported Yemeni Pr
Presidential Leadership Council President, Rashad al Alimi, summonec
Council (STC) leaders to Riyadh on January 4 for discussions, likely
pressure the STC to end its hostilities against the Saudi-backed Natio
ol cials support for the Saudi dialogue conference suggests that the ¢
tensions and increase dialogue with the Yemeni government. The Saud
Saudi airstrikes, forced the Emirati-backed STC to withdraw from Hadi
governorates between January 3 and 5.

5.SDF Integrati®yrian government and Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) |
Damascus on January 4 to negotiate the SDF s integration into the Sy
integration deadline passed on December 31, 2025. The SDF and Syrie
over fundamental issues for the future of Syria, however.

lran

An Iranian police ol cer appeared to express sympathy with some protestel
appealing to shared identity. Similar expressions of sympathy could fuel r
security forces failing to contain the protests if these §$88}iAeande expaanud a
on social media on January 4 showed the oG cer telling a protester that |

businessman should be in the shop right now& We are all fellow citizens.

The ol cer s statement contrasts with the more violent and repressive attit
elsewhere in the country by appealing to the ol cer and the protester s shz:
whether his statements signify broader support for the anti-regime sentimd«
majority of current protests.

The newly-established Mobarizoun Popular Front (MPF), which is a coaliti
organizations, declared support for the ongoing protests [0} ahhenMPahnua
stated that it will not directly intervene in the protests so as not to provi
distortion of facts, and organized repression by the regime.[61] The MPF
regime s response to the protests to defend Iranians and noted that it will
regime violence, however.[62]
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lraq

The two main lraqi Kurdish political parties, the Patriotic Union of Kurdist
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), each nominated candidates for the pres
5[63The PUK nominated former Iraqi Environment Minister Nizar Amedi, art
outgoing lraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein.[64] These nominations comeé
Coordination Framework began negotiations on January 5 over which Kurd!
presidency.[65] The Shia Coordination Framework is a loose coalition of S
which Iran backs. The Iraqi Parliament must elect a president by a simple
guorum by January 28, 2026.[66] Iraq s two-thirds quorum requirement to
historically enabled Iraqi parliamentarians to paralyze the government for
parliament sessions.[67]

Syria

Israel and Syria restarted US-mediated direct talks over border issues anc
agreement in Paris on Jde@®&nyimn Foreign Minister Asaad al Shaibani and
Hussein al Salama led the Syrian delegation, while Israeli Ambassador to
the nominee for head of Mossad, Major General Roman Gofman, and acting
head Gill Reich headed the Israeli delegation.[69] Israeli Strategic A0 airs
led the Israeli delegation in the previous four rounds of talks before resig
Israeli government in November 2025.[70] Syrian leadership aims to negot
Disengagement Agreement, which demarcates the Israeli-controlled Golan
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared the agreement void after the
December 2024.[72] Israeli forces have since operated in southwestern Sy
permanent positions in Syrian territory.[73] Netanyahu has also called for
demilitarized zone that would span four Syrian provinces and extend to Das
Netanyahu and his new negotiating team will continue to demand the zone

Arabian Peninsula

See the topline section.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu discussed the IDF s readiness
operation in Lebanon with the Israeli security cabi7Wé&f] somellanswearyridy and

defense ol cials presented Hezbollah s ongoing reconstitution el orts in no
options for the IDF to act against Hezbollah in Lebanon to Netanyahu duri
media reported on January 5 that Netanyahu ordered the IDF Northern Cor
the Israeli Air Force, and other unspecid ed IDF units to deepen future re:
Israeli defense establishment has recently ttheee hDWoskiegdioeassto launch a
operation against Hezbollah in Lebanon if needed.[78] Israel is reportedly
rapid intervention units along the Israel-Lebanon border in order to preer
of any development on Israel s northern front.[79] The IDF will also launc
under which the IDF will upgrade armored vehicles, purchase ammunition,
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equipment.[80] A senior military o0 cial told Israeli media on January 5 ths
prepare ourselves for the next war and complete stocks, which will allow
that is required. [81] US and Israeli oG cials have repeatedly warned since
launch an expanded operation in Lebanon if the LAF does not disarm Hezb
reconstitution.[82]

POWERED BY: I:E:l BABELSTREET
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https://x.com/FSeil karan/status/2007529001556889759;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2007532463195598967?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075349277815444457?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007536641322410312;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007536497654907090?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007544131199828062;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007541775066382782;
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https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007544267544436850;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007544737910403382;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007544995243536583;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007545396235579575;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075476872233780187?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007552705947213934;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007555369782882796;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007558451942084764;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007559256371827039;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075610692760822847s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075767926229118317?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007566109969367225;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007576254728314980;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007578448407990344;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007585129477136858;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075855043097190877?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007587750921306538;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075931621692992817?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20076042595762630477?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007595942699049018;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075995802681140297?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007602958821728467,;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007627121724686542;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007631225234612569;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007664164722868284,
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007669069550387225;
https://x.com/lranlintl/status/2007686164912738691;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007687536655905278;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007690240652087332;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007681294172401963;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007701395764310437,;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007702717095960731;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007703727667610111;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007704403055153605;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007712430021816645;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007716337682903382;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007717777046450560;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007719135619281162;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007721349880434728,
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007732621560951025%?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007745169446367435?s=20;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007749122699198825?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007783278456004833;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007783985057767694?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20077850179138727247?s=20;
https://x.com/zarGEOINT/status/2007800784180957620;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007801530611621940?s=20;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007817991749263624,
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007818046983848438,
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com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007818398789730638;
com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007818803242283282;
com/GhonchehAzad/status/2007820355914932569;
com/hra_news/status/2007821016576229709?s=20;
com/KurdistanHRN/status/2007838993363403168;
com/ManotoNews/status/20078408764339572197s=20;
com/RadioFarda_/status/2007848118696509673;
com/hra _news/status/2007855032989835699?s=20;
com/hra _news/status/2007856071436542018?s=20;
com/hra_news/status/2007862526474625450?s=20;

.com/zarGEOINT/status/2007867190255734975;

com/lranintl/status/2007868979289755971?s=20;
com/lranintl/status/20078707277775872227?s=20;
com/lranintl/status/2007873820430831644?s=20;
com/lranintl/status/20078759440489187587?s=20;
com/bbcpersian/status/20078770044741022697s=20;
com/lranintl/status/20078795529078211647?s=20;
com/lranintl/status/2007886593055433108?s=20;
com/ManotoNews/status/2007881951596953644?s=20;
com/ManotoNews/status/20078833749340122477?s=20;
com/lranlntl/status/20078833397225924597?s=20;
com/lranintl/status/2007884601566401015?s=20;
com/bbcpersian/status/2007885096125125102?s=20;
com/hra news/status/2007893645421060472;
com/lranintl/status/2007894049811054724;

.com/ManotoNews/status/2007913660568703169;

com/lranlintl/status/2007927130080850198;
com/NUFDIran/status/2007930033852067840;
com/Mitch_Ulrich/status/2007945788392124873;
com/Mitch_Ulrich/status/2007966572120555939;
com/ManotoNews/status/2008041714746020121
com/lranintl/status/2008044486954213379;

.com/ManotoNews/status/2008045008931475931

com/ManotoNews/status/2008048382950953188;
com/lranintl/status/2008052527296553406;
com/lranintl/status/2008054873531519187;

.com/lranintl/status/2008062423824019474;

com/lranlintl/status/2008080890774118823;
com/lranintl/status/2008082215314370898;
com/lranintl/status/2008084895139000692;
com/ManotoNews/status/2008085960198676873;
com/lranintl/status/2008098319298654554;
com/hra_news/status/2008100369671344613;

.com/ManotoNews/status/2008107140959911950;

com/RadioFarda_/status/2008161261335216368;
com/ManotoNews/status/2008173272400040189;
com/ManotoNews/status/2008177200064028801;

.com/ManotoNews/status/2008178395352617118;

com/bbcpersian/status/2008213612955828579;
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https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008213833278493051;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2008217533036282134;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/20082204805372481467?s=20;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/20082238683607616067s=20;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2008224489931501653;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008226465511600472?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008239034410385874?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008240534595219636?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20082410213319069487?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20082461400730992737?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2008243858048508004;

[2] https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007172605867110540;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007173631575760899;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007177053406409054,;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007179695985434760;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007183128029532262;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007185742142025851;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007186668533739567;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007192422326161675;
https://x.com/Ilranintl/status/20071795516342682677s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20071980261299368847s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20072178428532249277s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007223078913487290;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20072284220374019387?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2007231351179678149?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20072545347925898007?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20072606227700286027s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20072704374249759557s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007293338660340161?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20073084388928843867s=20;
https://x.com/Ilranintl/status/20073236023124831117?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007331008652423424,
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20073651248482964137s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20073315010257675977?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007343533103960339?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007346320063750358?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20073484153199211327s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20073504713678031107?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007354664774234500?s=20;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007369986877030623?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007370477279248450?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007383887199285583;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007389080695578964;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007409347123376176?7s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/20074111750933341647?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20074275060479881747?s=20;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007436167113826633?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2007441326111969295?s=20;
https://x.com/HengawO/status/20074521760297783217?s=20;
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https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2007458423558865406?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20074681805963105127?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2007485332741063082?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20074875716479674067s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007490939527352438?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20074917820080788377?s=20;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/20074938875945742327?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007495678415487353?7s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20074958596052951417?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20074989181087826457?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007499856865067164?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007499966764237170?s=20;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007502279511769590?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007504305277051323%?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20075046794464338417?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20075069203582650387s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20075121170799211447?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007513247398690827?7s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20075159073171993247s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/20075187634410992587?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20075202734828176837s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/20075219035361896117?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007522884122480830?s=20;
https://x.com/GhonchehAzad/status/2007527025733751180

[3] https://x.com/Mitch_Ulrich/status/2007528079715938377,;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075301793595436667s=20;
https://x.com/FSeil karan/status/2007529001556889759;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2007532463195598967?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007534927781544445%?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007536641322410312;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007536497654907090?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007544131199828062;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007541775066382782;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007544267544436850;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007544737910403382;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007544995243536583;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007545396235579575;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075476872233780187?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_ /status/2007552705947213934;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007555369782882796;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007558451942084764;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007559256371827039;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075610692760822847?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075767926229118317?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007566109969367225;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007576254728314980;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007578448407990344;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007585129477136858;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075855043097190877?s=20;
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https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007587750921306538;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075931621692992817?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20076042595762630477?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007595942699049018;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20075995802681140297?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007602958821728467,;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007627121724686542;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007631225234612569;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007664164722868284;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007669069550387225;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007686164912738691;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007687536655905278;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007690240652087332;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007681294172401963;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007701395764310437,;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007702717095960731;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007703727667610111;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007704403055153605;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007712430021816645;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007716337682903382;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007717777046450560;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007719135619281162;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007721349880434728,
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007732621560951025?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007745169446367435?s=20;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/20077491226991988257?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007783278456004833;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007783985057767694?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20077850179138727247?s=20;
https://x.com/zarGEOINT/status/2007800784180957620;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007801530611621940?s=20;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007817991749263624,
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007818046983848438;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007818398789730638;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2007818803242283282;
https://x.com/GhonchehAzad/status/2007820355914932569;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/20078210165762297097?s=20;
https://x.com/KurdistanHRN/status/20078389933634031638;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20078408764339572197?s=20;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2007848118696509673;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/20078550329898356997s=20;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007856071436542018?s=20;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007862526474625450?s=20;
https://x.com/zarGEOINT/status/2007867190255734975;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007868979289755971?s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20078707277775872227s=20;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/20078738204308316447s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007875944048918758?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/20078770044741022697?s=20;
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https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007879552907821164?s=20;
https://x.com/Ilranintl/status/20078865930554331087?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20078819515969536447?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20078833749340122477?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007883339722592459?s=20;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007884601566401015?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/20078850961251251027?s=20

[4] https://x.com/hra_news/status/2007893645421060472
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2007894049811054724
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2007913660568703169 ;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2007927130080850198 ;
https://x.com/NUFDIran/status/2007930033852067840;
https://x.com/Mitch_Ulrich/status/2007945788392124873 ;
https://x.com/Mitch_Ulrich/status/2007966572120555939 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008041714746020121,;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2008044486954213379;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008045008931475931;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008048382950953188;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2008052527296553406;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2008054873531519187,;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2008062423824019474;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2008080890774118823;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2008082215314370898;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2008084895139000692;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008085960198676873;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2008098319298654554;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2008100369671344613;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008107140959911950;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_ /status/2008161261335216368;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008173272400040189;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008177200064028801;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008178395352617118;,
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008213612955828579;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008213833278493051,;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_ /status/2008217533036282134;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/20082204805372481467;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2008223868360761606;
https://x.com/beyondthewalls2/status/2008224489931501653;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008226465511600472;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008239034410385874,
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008240534595219636 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008241021331906948 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008246140073099273 ;
https://x.com/lranintl/status/2008243858048508004

[5] Data upon request

[6] https://x.com/RadioFarda_/status/2008161261335216368 ;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2008158892925006145 ;
https://x.com/hra_news/status/2008153054835614133 ;
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https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008166123166998752;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20081994173845959097?s=20;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008198099991486585?s=20;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/2008220480537248146 ;
https://x.com/RadioFarda_ /status/2008226631589261407 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008216959670726786 ; ;
https://x.com/bbcpersian/status/20082405345952196367?7s=20 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008255465072058691?s=20 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/2008248138650517516?s=20 ;
https://x.com/lranlntl/status/2008247733757329476 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20082406098158310187?s=20 ;
https://x.com/ManotoNews/status/20082229587421065867s=20
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lran Update, January 6

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Kelly Campa, Benjamin Schmida, Katherine Wells, Carolyn Moorman, Zahr:
Fattah, Avery Borens, Brian Carter

Analyst Not®sta Cutold: 2:00 PM ET

Toplines

The rate of protests across Iran declined slightly on January 5 and 6 comy
protests between January @Tah-dSMW recorded at least 43 protests across Ir
January 5 at 2 PM ET and January 6 at 2 PM ET, and 37 protests between
January 5 at 2 PM ET.[1] The day-by-day breakdown of protests since Jan
rate has declined since January 4 at 2 PM ET:[2]

81 protests occurred across 23 provinces between January 3 at 2 PM ET
62 protests occurred across 18 provinces between January 2 at 2 PM ET
70 protests occurred across 22 provinces between January 1 at 2 PM ET

The Iranian weekend which is on Friday and Saturday may have driven
from Friday, January 2, to Sunday, January 4. CTP-ISW observed an incre
January 5 and 6, in contrast to the declining national rate on January 5 al
took place in Tehran between January 5 and 6, while only eight protests o
January 4 and 5.[3] A medium sized protest occurred in Abadan, Ilam Prov
Enforcement Command personnel waved at protesters from the rooftop of
Iranian authorities have arrested nearly 1,000 people and killed at least 2
since the protests started on December 28, according to a Norway-based
CTP-ISW has not observed a demographic or geographic change in protest
PM ET on January 5.
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Protests in Iran Since December 29 m

December 29, 2025 - January 6, 2026
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Protests in Iran

Between December 28, 2025 and January 6, 2026
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Protests in Iran

From 2:00 PM ET on January 5 to 2:00 PM ET on January 6, 2026
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Protests in Tehran
From 2:00 PM ET on January 5 to 2:00 PM ET on January 6, 2026
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The lranian regime warned on January 6 that it would take unspecided pre
to counter any US and/or Israeli attempts to exploit the ongoing protests :
threaten Iranian regime security, almost certainly to deter US and lIsraeli
Iran.[6The Defense Council condemned Iran s adversaries intensifying th
interventionist threats on January 6 in the council sOrst o0cial statemen
August 2025.[7] The council is presumably referring to US President Dona
that the United States could intervene if Iranian security forces shoot or ¥k
highest national security and foreign policy decision-making body, the Suj
Council, established the Defense Council to restructure Iran s defense str
through hard power following the Israel-lran War.[9] The Defense Counci
Iran does not consider itself limited to reacting after the action and cons
part of the security equation, which implies the possibility of Iranian pre«
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preemptive action is taken to prevent an imminent attack or threat from ar
preventive action is taken to avert a future, non-imminent threat.[11] A po
Iranian regime, Mostafa Najal, stated on January 6 that the Defense Coun
statement after receiving multiple signals regarding the urgency of poten
assessed that Iran is highly unlikely to launch a preemptive strike, howe
Iran alter the current position that Iran, the US, and Israel are in is throu
deterrence. [13] An unspecil ed Iranian ol cial separately told Reuters on .
pressures have narrowed the regime s room to maneuver between protests
leaving Iranian leaders with the perception that there are few viable opti
path. [14] Mahdi Mohammadi, an advisor to Iranian Parliament Speaker Mo
similarly stated on X on January 5 that the boundary between the curren
war, as well as psychological operations and physical operations, and pre
become extremely faint and even intertwined. [15]

The Iranian regime is likely trying to appease protesters by approving eco
such as subsidies for basilthgolocdsian Parliament approved the revised sec
2026-2027 budget bill on January 5.[16] The bill mandates that the Iraniar
public sector salary raises from 20 percent up to 43 percent, keep the val
percent, and provide $8.8 billion (USD) in subsidized credits for the purct
and red meat.[17] It is noteworthy that the Grst edition of the budget bill ¢
salaries by 20 percent, which some Iranian ol cials criticized as being insi
current 42.2 percent in0 ation rate in Iran.[18] The updated subsidy will re
million Iranians approximately seven dollars a month per person for four n
low.[19] The average Iranian monthly wage is around $200.[20] It is uncle
appease protesters demanding economic reform, as some Iranian social mi
amount as wholly insulicient.[21]

The Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee published a statement on Ja
calls for Iranian-backed lIragi militias to disarm due to the ongoing presen
Turkish forces in lraqgi Kurdishenlfag] Resistance Coordination Committee
body comprised of several Iranian-backed Iraqi militias.[23] Kataib Hezbol
Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba, Harakat Ansar Allah al Awl ya, and Asaib Ah
statement.[24] The Karbala Brigades, which the United States has sanctio!
Shuhada o0 shoot, also sighed the statement.[25] This statement comes an
the Iraqi federal government to disarm Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias.[26]

The Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee s statement is inconsistent \
Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada and Asaib Ahl al Haqg on disarmament. Kataib Ss&
Kazem al Fartousi claimed on December 20 that weapons are already restr
militias and thus do not need to disarm.[27] Fartousi s comments ignore tt
backed Iraqgi militias, such as Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada, possess weapons
the Iraqi security forces nor answer to the Iraqi prime minister.[28] Asaib
appeared to support disarmament in a December 19 speech to his supporte
reiterated on January 6 its clear and declared position since 2017 that w
belong to the Iraqi state.[30] Asaib Ahl al Haq s military spokesperson de
that the group intends to surrender its weapons.[31l] The Iraqi Resistance
January 4 statement is consistent with other militias positions on disarmze
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Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba, for example, each issued statements on Dec
disarm and restrict weapons to the state due to the ongoing presence of fi
Harakat Ansar al Awidya leader Haider al Ghrawi issued a contrasting stat¢
called for Iranian-backed Iraqgi militias to disarm and restrict weapons to t

Saudi Arabia and Saudi-backed Yemeni actors continue to pressure the En
Southern Transitional Council (STC) and to reassert the internationally re
Yemen Government (ROYG) s control over sobth@rRrésidenmt and Presidenti
Leadership Council (PLC) Vice President Aidarous al Zubaidi likely travele
Saudi-led political pressure to participate in a Saudi-hosted southern Yem
alongside other UAE-backed STC leaders.[34] The Riyadh-based, Saudi-su
PLC President, Rashad al Alimi, summoned STC leaders to Riyadh on Janu
prepare for the Saudi-hosted conference during which southern Yemeni fa
the southern cause. [35] Saudi Arabia almost certainly backs Alimi s sumn
Houthi factions and de-escalate the condict between the ROYG and the ST
the legitimacy of its Yemeni partners to provide a Yemeni veneer to Saudi

Saudi Arabia and Saudi-backed Yemeni actors have likely, over the past d
on Zubaidi, who did not attend the January 4 meeting, to travel to Riyadh
ol cials.[36] The Southern Giant Brigades commander, STC Vice President
Zahraa Muharrami, travelled to Riyadh after Alimi s initial summons and m
Khalid bin Salman on January 3 and 4 to discuss Saudi-Yemeni coordinati
STC s Southern Giant Brigades then assumed security control of Aden s M
lives, on January 6.[38] The Southern Giant Brigades presumably assumed
with Saudi approval, given Muharrami s public willingness to cooperate wi
that preceded the deployment.[39] A Yemeni journalist stated that the Gia
transfer control of the palace to Saudi-backed Yemeni forces upon their e
Jazeera s Yemen ad airs editor reported that Zubaidi was given a brief de
before unspeciited further measures took place.[41]

The Saudi-backed National Shield Forces (NSF) consolidation of territoriz:
counterol ensive and westward advance also contributes to the Saudi-led ¢
Emirati-backed STC to cooperate with the ROYG. The NSF, supported by S
to withdraw from Hadramawt and Mahra governorates between January 3 a
Mahra governorate conlrmed on January 6 that the NSF took full control o
facilities.[43] Several indicators suggest that the NSF will continue to adyv
NSF control over STC-controlled territory. The NSF deployed to key positi
Shabwa Governorate on January 6 after coordinating with local authorities
Shabwa Governorate s UAE-backed governor has reiterated his support for
Yemeni dialogue in recent days.[45] Several Yemeni sources suggested th
arrive in Aden, which the STC controls, in the near future.[46]

US ol cials met with Saudi and Yemeni actors in Riyadh to discuss Yemeni
January 6 amid Saudi el orts to reassert the ROYG s cénitmalaowe PIlY@nveaoe
President Tariqg Saleh separately met with US Ambassador to Yemen Steph
Advisor for Arab and African Al airs Massad Boulos.[47] The United States
under the ROYG, which is recognized by the UN, and US and other Wester
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long-standing support for the ROYG in recent statements and calls with Ye

Key Takeaways

1. Protests in |ifdre: rate of protests across Iran declined slightly on Janu
to the rate of protests between January 2 and 4. CTP-ISW recorded at
between January 5 at 2 PM ET and January 6 at 2 PM ET, and 37 prote
ET and January 5 at 2 PM ET.

2.lranian Preemptive Action Theeananian regime warned on January 6 tha
unspecill ed preemptive measures to counter any US and/or Israeli atte
protests across Iran that threaten Iranian regime security, almost cert
activity against Ilran. The Defense Council condemned Iran s adversar
language and interventionist threats on January 6 in the council s (
establishment in August 2025.

3.lranian Economic Rdfroemranian regime is likely trying to appease prot
economic reforms, such as subsidies for basic goods. The Iranian Par|
second edition of the 2026-2027 budget bill on January 5.

4. lranian-backed Iraqi Militia Disdtmalmaqit:Resistance Coordination Com
published a statement on January 4 that rejects calls for Iranian-back
to the ongoing presence of US and Turkish forces in Iraqi Kurdistan. k
al Shuhada, Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba, Harakat Ansar Allah al AwQ
signed the January 4 statement.

5.Saudi Pressure Campaign irs&dwedieArabia and Saudi-backed Yemeni act
pressure the Emirati-backed Southern Transitional Council (STC) and
recognized Republic of Yemen Government (ROYG) s control over sout
and Presidential Leadership Council (PLC) Vice President Aidarous al
Riyadh on January 6 under Saudi-led political pressure to participate
Yemeni dialogue conference alongside other UAE-backed STC leaders.

lran

Prominent Iranian Sunni cleric Moulana Abdol Hamid continued criticize th
response to recent protests achAbdollthamid is based in Zahedan, Sistan an
Province. Abdol Hamid called the regime s use of force against protesters
law, forbidden from a religious perspective, and unjustilable in an X p
Hamid s Oery sermons played an important role in sparking anti-regime pr¢
during and after the Mahsa Amini protests in 2022.[50] Over 100 protester
following Abdol Hamid s sermon on January 2, in which he called peaceful
right in reference to the ongoing anti-regime protests and criticized the r
economy.[51] Smaller protests continued in Zahedan on January 3 and spr
Baluchistan Province on January 3 and 4.[52]

lraq

See topline section.
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Syria

Israel and Syria reportedly agreed on January 6 to establish a US-supervi
mechanism for intelligence coordination, which indicates that both sides
some progress toward an Israel Syria security agreement amid reports of
talks.[58draeli media reported on January 6 that the United States, Israel,
establish a joint fusion mechanism based in Amman, Jordan, to coordina:
de-escalation, diplomacy, and commercial issues following US-mediated Is
January 5.[54] An Israeli ol cial separately told Axios on January 6 that Is
increase the pace of negotiations, hold more frequent meetings, and take
building measures between the two countries following the negotiations in
negotiations did not provide a timeline to implement the fusion mechanist
ol cial said on January 6 that the fusion mechanism will address the sec!
Syria, host further talks on demilitarization, and plan the withdrawal of Is
US ol cial added that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and the Syrian milit:
activity in southern Syria until the parties G nalize the details of the fusio
provide further details.[57] The ol cial also said the US delegation in Pari
a proposal to establish a demilitarized economic zone along both sides ¢
Syrian negotiators seek a return to the 1974 disengagement agreement, w|
Benjamin Netanyahu declared void after Assad s fall in December 2024.[5¢
semi-permanent positions inside Syria after Netanyahu declared the agree
2024.[60] Israeli negotiators previously sought a large, demilitarized zone
that extended to Damascus without Israeli demilitarization on the Israel-S
said that unspecil ed regional partners have already committed to 0 nancin
zone.[62]

Renewed . ghting between Syrian government forces and the Syrian Democ
in Kurdish-controlled neighborhoods of Aleppo City on January 6 is unlike
Syrian government-SDF integration nSgotantidnsistry of Defense (MoD) fori
internal security forces engaged each other with heavy and medium weapo
Ashrad yeh and Sheikh Magsoud neighborhoods of Aleppo City on January |
government mutually accused the other of initiating the G ghting, which vio
2025 truce and a US-mediated October 2025 ceaselire agreement.[64] The
Aleppo City have killed at least seven civilians and an MoD G ghter at the
clashes in Aleppo City also follow separate 0 ghting between the SDF and
Pro-government Syrian sources reported on January 5 that an SDF suicid
MoD military police oidcers on the MoD-SDF frontlines in Deir Hafer, Alepp
launched heavy artillery strikes that targeted SDF positions near Deir Haf
government sources, in response to the SDF drone strike.[67] The SDF de
MoD military police oG cers.[68]

Neither the January 6 MoD-SDF clashes in Aleppo City nor the January 5 <
Province, are likely to derail ongoing SDF integration negotiations, howev
Ashrall yeh and Sheikh Magsoud in October and late December 2025 did no
integration negotiations.[69] Intermittent MoD SDF G ghting in Deir Hafer,

December 2024 has also not prevented negotiations either.[70]
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Assessed Control of Terrain around Aleppo

January 6, 2026 at 2:00 PM ET
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See topline section.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon

A Western diplomatic source told Lebanese media on January 6 that the ILC
airstrikes across Lebanon were only thedrst example of an Israeli milita
The IDF conducted at least four airstrikes targeting Hamas weapons produ
depots, and above- and below-ground Hezbollah military buildings across
IDF issued village-wide evacuation warnings to residents of several Leban

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War



the strikes.[73] The IDF did not strike any Hamas targets in Lebanon betw
January 2026.[74] The Western diplomatic source added that Israel is no |
government to take steps to disarm Hezbollah and has begun working to in
the ground in Lebanon.[75] Israel s reported security agenda involves a
starting with a series of intensive attacks against Hezbollah facilities, po:
Political and diplomatic sources in Beirut also warned about the deteriora
Lebanon and echoed Lebanese concerns about entering a new phase of ur
Hezbollah and Israel in parallel with Israel s security agenda el orts.[77]
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lran Update, January 7
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Katherine Wells, Nidal Morrison, Benjamin Schmida, Carolyn Moorman, Ke
Ganzeveld

Analyst Not&lssn-Protest Data Cutod: 2:00 PM ET. Protest Data Cutold : 3:30

Toplines

CTP-ISW has recorded 89 protests across 21 provinces in Iran since its la
January 6. CTP has adjusted its data cutol for protests in Iran to 3:30 PM
with 12 AM Tehran ti@@H4]SW recorded eight protests across seven provin
2:00 and 3:30 PM ET on January 6.[2] Protests have continued to primaril
in smaller, less populated areas. CTP-ISW has recorded 19 protests in Te
cutold , however.[3] CTP-ISW has also recorded 14 medium-sized protests s
CTP-ISW dell nes as protests with more than 100 participants.[4]

© 2026, Institute for the Study of War



Protests in Iran

From 3:30 PM ET on January 6 to 3:30 PM ET on January 7, 2026

CTP-ISW has reporde_d 89 prqtests CTP-ISW has observed IS( o
across 21 provinces in Iran since at least 15 instances of R
its last data cutoff on January 6 Iranian security forces CRITICAL
firing at protesters across EHBEATS
IRGC-affiliated media | eight provinces since its THE DR. JACK LONDON
claimed that protesters |, last data cutoff GEOSPATIAL FUND
shot and killed two

Law Enforcement
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Protests in Tehran City

From 3:30 PM ET on January 6 to 3:30 PM ET on January 7, 2026

CTP-ISW has recorded at
least 19 protests in
Tehran City since its last
: data cutoff on January 6

\ Security forces fired at protesters in
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The regime continues to use violence and lethal force to su@piR-48 Wha asro
recorded 15 instances of security forces Giring at protesters across eight j
cutold, most of which were concentrated in Tehran, Fars, Kermanshah, and
provinces.[5] The regime reportedly disrupted internet access in Lordegan
Province, and Malekshahi and Abdanan cities, Ilam Province, where securi
protesters, according to an internet access researcher on January 7.[6] T}

2,078 citizens and killed at least 24 protesters since December 28, accorg
organization focused on Iran on January 6.[7]

Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)-aliliated media reported on Ja

two Law Enforcement Command (LEC) ol cers during protests in Lordegan,
Province, as well as an unspecil ed security force member in Malekshahi,
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mark the 0rst time that the regime has publicly announced the death of se
the start of the protests on December 28. The regime previously claimed o
had killed a member of the Basij, but this claim turned out to be false.[9]
the deaths of security personnel as justild cation to intensify its suppressic

An Iranian media outlet ald liated with one of Iranian Supreme Leader Ali K

representatives to the Defense Council, Ali Shamkhani, implicitly criticize
recent raid on a hospital in Ilam PiSevducieay[f0lces raided a hospital in Mal
County, Ilam Province, on January 5, where injured protesters were being

that the incident represents a serious test of how the government engage
that issuing conciliatory statements, declaring responsibility, and accepti
not diminish the regime s authority but rather strengthen it.[12] The outle
is notable, given that other parts of the regime have justill ed the raid.[13]

A group of seven Kurdish organizations, including anti-regime groups, call
strike across Iran on JanuaTffe8Kuaddish Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI), K
Iranian Kurdistan, and Kurdistan Free Life Party (PJAK), among others, ca
strike on January 8 in response to the regime s violent crackdown on pro!
Lorestan provinces.[15] CTP-ISW has recorded 67 protests in Kermanshah
since December 28.[16] The organizations call for a general strike is not:
previously accused Kurdish opposition groups of inciting protests in Kurdi
Amini movement.[17] The IRGC previously struck anti-regime Kurdish milit
in October 2022.[18] Signil cant protest activity took place in Kurdistan ar
which have large Kurdish populations, during the Mahsa Amini movement.]|
any protests in Kurdistan Province nor signil cant protest activity in West
the current wave of protests, however.

The Mobarizoun Popular Front (MPF), which is a coalition of Baloch anti-r
an lranian Law Enforcement Command (LEC) oG cer in Iranshahr, Sistan an
Province, on January 7 in response to the regime s violent crackdown on
Iran.[20he MPF claimed that it killed the Shahr-e Deraz LEC commander i
and suppression of protesters in various parts of our country. [21] The MP
previously served as the Iranshahr LEC Information Protection Organizatic
Baloch fuel workers in recent months.[22] The MPF previously warned on
respond to every bullet Gred by Iranian security forces at protesters.[23]
protests in Iranshahr at the time of this writing. The MPF s January 7 atta
MPF has conducted an attack in Iranshahr. The MPF previously conducted
Sistan and Baluchistan Province, in early December 2025.[24]

Anti-regime media and some social media users claimed that Iranian-backe
have deployed to Iran to support the Iranian regime s crackdown on protes
unable to verify these reports, and anti-regime media have circulated simi
previous waves of proAesitgyegime outlet Iran International reported on Jan
800 Iranian-backed Iraqi militia 0 ghters have deployed to Iran since Januse
Diyala, Maysan, and Basra provinces, citing unsourced information. [26] °
reportedly members of Kataib Hezbollah, Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba, Ka
Badr Organization, among other militias.[27] Iran International added that
ol cials are aware of the G ghters deployments, which have occurred under
to the Imam Reza Shrine in Mashhad, Iran.[28] Iranian-backed lraqi militie
many lran-lragq border crossings to smuggle items, such as weapons, in an
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media users have also claimed in recent days that members of the Iranian
Forces (PMF) are suppressing protests in Iran, including in Hamedan City,
PMF is an Iraqi state security service that includes many Iranian-backed |
to Iran instead of the Iraqi prime minister.[31] The militias deployments,
regime s ellorts to contain the protests. Iraqi militias may also be more wi
forces to use violence and lethal force against protesters, given that they
the Iranian communities that are protesting. Anti-regime media often circu
deployment of Iranian proxy forces to Iran to suppress protests during per
International, citing Israeli media, reported in 2022 that Iranian-backed Ir
deployed to Iran during the Masha Amini protest movement to help the Iral
protests, for example.[32] The former head of Tehran s Revolutionary Cou
implied in 2019 to Iranian religious students in Qom that Axis of Resistan
backed Iraqgi militias, could support the regime s suppression of future prc
Iranian security forces notably helped the PMF violently suppress protests

Saudi Arabia and Saudi-backed Presidential Leadership Council (PLC) Pre
Alimi altered the composition of the PLC by pressuring Southern Transitio
members to sideline STC President and former PLC Vice President Aidarol
other hardline secessiBaisds Arabia and Saudi-backed Yemeni actors have
reunify Yemen s anti-Houthi factions, de-escalate the conlict between the
Government (ROYG) and the STC, and reassert the ROYG s control over s
convened an emergency meeting in Riyadh on January 7 and announced th
council and referred him to the attorney general for prosecution on charge
Zubaidi, who recently announced the STC s intent to form an independent
not board a Riyadh-bound Gight in Aden on January 6 after Saudi Arabia a
including Alimi, pressured him to travel to Riyadh to meet with the PLC.[3
coalition claimed that Zubaidi 0 ed Aden after refusing to travel to Riyadh.
weapons and equipment depots in Dhaleh Governorate after it received int
moved a large military force to Dhaleh.[38] Zubaidi is from Dhaleh Govel

Several STC-aligned actors appear to be cooperating with Saudi Arabia an
Zubaidi and other hardline secessionists, though the STC continues to put
of Zubaidi s partners, PLC Vice President Tariq Saleh and STC Vice Presi
Zaraa al Muharrami, were present during the meeting in which the PLC dec
Only Zubaidi and STC Vice President and PLC Vice President Farah al Bat
Zubaidi, Saleh, and Muharrami in supporting the STC s takeover of easter!
December 2025 did not attend the PLC meeting.[42] President Alimi sumt
Riyadh on January 4.[43] CTP-ISW previously noted that Saudi Arabia cou
reprimand the STC and attempt to compel it to de-escalate with Alimi and
within the ROYG.[44] Saleh and Muharrami s activity in Riyadh since their
Saudi and Saudi-backed PLC members, suggests that both men have succu
and Saudi Arabia to end cooperation with Zubaidi and other secessionists.
Forces have assumed control over several positions across Aden on Janua
coalition s request, according to local media and the coalition s spokespe
reported on January 7 that other STC forces are cooperating with the Sout

The PLC also dismissed two ministers and several Hadrami military commeae
as part of an el ort to purge supporters of Zubaidi or secession from ROYC

institutions.[47] PLC President Alimi Gred the ROYG s transport as well as
cooperation ministers on January 7 and placed both ministers under inves:
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measures to control the security situation and strengthen state sovereignt
Hadramawt Governor Salem al Khanbashi, also dismissed commanders in N
governorates on January 7 and referred them to courts-martial, which Sau
recently seized from the STC during a counterol ensive.[49] Neither Alimi
individuals dismissals to support for the STC s takeover, but the PLC not
individuals on the same day that the PLC expelled Zubaidi from the PLC a

Several former Assad regime ol cers are reportedly attempting to organize
against the Syrian government from LebaneseTherrliedranes® Armed Forces
does not appear to have taken actions to meaningfully disrupt these ol cer
support insurgent activity. Numerous Assad regime members ded to Leban:
the fall of the Assad regime, including prominent Assad regime G gures suc
Bassam al Hassan, and Fourth Division General Ghiath Dalla.[51] Dalla, w
the Syrian border in Lebanon, has continued to organize Assadist insurget
according to recent Western and Arab media investigations.[52] Former Ti
al Hassan, who has attempted to recruit and equip Assadist insurgents, hasa
Lebanon over the past year and reportedly purchased a large ol ce along t
use as a headquarters for future operations in Syria.[53] Hassan claimec
obtained byNeéwe York TemdsAl Jazeera, that at least 20 former Assad regim:
Lebanon and intend to join Assadist insurgent groups.[54] A Syrian transit
reportedly submitted a list of names of Assad regime ol cers living in Lebe
government on December 22 and demanded that Lebanon transfer them to
government has long demanded that Lebanon extradite former Syrian regin
crimes, which the Lebanese government has not yet done.[56]

Recent investigations into former Assad regime ol cials operating from Lel
Lebanese authorities to carry out raids and arrests nationwide. Lebanese
Matri stated on January 2 that the investigations were cause for concern
Lebanese security forces to investigate and take appropriate measures. |
that the LAF raided an Alawite-majority neighborhood in Tripoli in search
January 3.[58] The LAF announced that it arrested 35 Syrians in northern
on smuggling and weapons charges on January 4.[59] Several Syrian and i
claimed that the LAF arrested Assad regime remnants during this arrest ce

There are several indications that Alawite insurgent groups currently acti\
former regime networks in Lebanon. The Syrian government has alleged th
the Alawite insurgent group known as the Men of Light, for example.[61] A
Fawj Azra il al Jabal, praised Lebanon for allegedly refusing the Syrian g«
request to extradite regime o0 cers living in Lebanon, which suggests that
connections to some of the ol cers in Lebanon.[62] The LAF s recent arres
Lebanon that resulted in the arrest of 35 Syrians also prompted an aggres
from the Coastal Shield Brigade, another Alawite insurgent group currentl
coast.[63] The Coastal Shield Brigade s reaction to the arrests suggests t
to the insurgent or smuggling networks that were targeted in the arrests.[l

The Lebanese army can play a meaningful role in disrupting former regime
attempting to destabilize the new Syrian government as part of the Lebane
relationship with Syria since December 2024. CTP-ISW recently assessed
performance, and organizational structure of Assadist insurgents suggest
insurgents to Syrian government forces remains low at this time.[65] Thes
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