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Toplines
Venezuela recently requested military equipment, including drones, from Iran amid
heightened tensions between Venezuela and the United States, according to internal US
government documents obtained by The Washington Post.[1] It is unclear if Iran is willing
and able to export drones and other military equipment to Venezuela after the Israel-Iran
War, however. Venezuelan Transport Minister Ramon Celestino Velasquez reportedly “coordinated a
shipment of military equipment and drones from Iran” and informed Iran that it requires “passive
detection equipment,” GPS jamming devices, and drones with a range of 1,000 kilometers
(approximately 600 miles).[2] The Washington Post stated that it is unclear how Iran responded to this
request.[3] Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Esmail Baghaei stated on November 3 that
Venezuela can defend itself, but that Iran will “certainly” continue to cooperate with Venezuela.[4]
Velasquez previously visited Tehran in September 2024 and met with Iranian Defense and Armed Forces
Logistics Minister Brigadier General Aziz Nasir Zadeh.[5] Nasir Zadeh is responsible for Iranian military
equipment sales and purchases. Nasir Zadeh and Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro also signed a
memorandum of understanding to increase “trade and mobility” between Iran and Venezuela in Caracas,
Venezuela, in November 2024.[6] Iran has outsourced some of its drone production to Venezuela over
the past decade, including the production of Mohajer-6 drones, which have a range of 200 kilometers
(approximately 124 miles).[7] It is unclear whether Iran would be willing to supply Venezuela with military
equipment — despite Iran’s historical military cooperation with Venezuela — given that Iran is trying to
rebuild its weapons stockpiles following the Israel-Iran War. Iran launched at least 1,000 drones at Israel
during the Israel-Iran War, and the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) destroyed at least 950 Iranian drones
during the war.[8]



© 2025, Institute for the Study of War

Internal political tensions between senior Iranian officials appear to be growing as these
officials seek to gain more influence in the regime. An outlet affiliated with Supreme National
Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Ali Larijani characterized Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf in an op-ed on November 1 as a political opportunist who regularly changes his positions on
various issues, including engagement with the West, provincial authorities, and the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, to increase his decision-making power in the regime.[9] Ghalibaf has played a
prominent role in Iranian decision-making both during and after the Israel-Iran War. Ghalibaf reportedly
took the unprecedented step of assuming a senior military command position during the war.[10]
Ghalibaf also played an important role in the establishment of the Defense Council after the war to
address key vulnerabilities that Israel exploited during the war.[11] This op-ed comes amid a flurry of
political infighting among various Iranian factions in recent weeks. Various Iranian officials, including
Ghalibaf, have harshly criticized former Iranian moderate President Hassan Rouhani for allegedly
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criticizing the Iranian regime’s close cooperation with Russia. The political infighting comes amid recent
reports that senior Iranian officials have sidelined Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and could represent an
effort by various Iranian actors to increase their influence in the regime in the face of Khamenei’s
reported marginalization. An X account attributed to Mossad claimed on October 30 that Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Political and Security Affairs, Ali Asghar Hejazi, and
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Commander Major General Mohammad Pakpour have
sidelined Khamenei and are “making decisions independently.”[12] CTP-ISW cannot independently verify
this claim.

Key Takeaways
Venezuelan Request for Iranian Military Equipment: Venezuela recently requested military1.
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equipment, including drones, from Iran amid heightened tensions between Venezuela and the
United States, according to internal US government documents obtained by The Washington Post.
It is unclear if Iran is willing and able to export drones and other military equipment to Venezuela
after the Israel-Iran War, however.
Iranian Domestic Politics: Internal political tensions between senior Iranian officials appear to be2.
growing as these officials seek to gain more influence in the regime. An outlet affiliated with
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Ali Larijani characterized Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf on November 1 as a political opportunist who regularly changes his
positions on engaging with the West, increasing provincial authorities, and withdrawing from the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to obtain more decision-making power in the regime.
Likely ISIS Attack in Deir ez Zor, Syria: ISIS likely conducted a complex grenade and3.
improvised explosive device attack targeting a Syrian Ministry of Defense headquarters in Albu
Kamal, Deir ez Zor Province, on November 2. The attack’s target, as well as the weapons used,
mirror ISIS’s previous attacks on government forces in Deir ez Zor Province.
Potential Increase in Israeli Operations in Lebanon: Senior Israeli officials have warned that4.
Israel may increase its rate of operations in Lebanon due to the Lebanese Armed Forces’ limited
progress in disarming Hezbollah and reports about Hezbollah’s reconstitution. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel Katz stated on November 2 that the IDF will
continue to operate in Lebanon to “defend” Israel until the Lebanese government disarms
Hezbollah.

Iran
Likely Jaish al Adl fighters have continued to target Iranian security forces in southeastern
Iran. Jaish al Adl is a Baloch, Salafi-jihadi militant group that frequently attacks Iranian security forces in
southeastern Iran. Likely Jaish al Adl fighters killed an IRGC Ground Forces officer along the Bampur-
Delgan road in Sistan and Baluchistan Province on November 1.[13] Likely Jaish al Adl fighters separately
killed two Basij members along the Khash-Zahedan road in Sistan and Baluchistan Province on November
1.[14] These attacks follow a series of other attacks in Sistan and Baluchistan Province over the past two
weeks, including the recent attempted assassination of a tribal leader by possible Jaish al Adl fighters in
Khash on October 31.[15]

Iranian military commanders have conducted a series of inspections of Artesh and IRGC units
across Iran in recent days to assess and evaluate the combat capabilities and readiness of
these units.

Armed Forces General Staff Deputy Chief Brigadier General Ahmad Vahidi has inspected the following
sites since October 31:

Artesh Air Force 6th Tactical Airbase: Vahidi inspected the Artesh Air Force 6th Tactical
Airbase in Bushehr Province on October 31.[16] The IDF struck this airbase during the Israel–Iran
War.[17] Israeli Army Radio reported that Iran was storing ballistic missiles at the airbase.
IRGC Navy 2nd Nouh-e Nabi Region: Vahidi inspected the IRGC Navy 2nd Nouh-e Nabi Region
in Bushehr Province on November 1.[18]

IRGC Commander Major General Mohammad Pakpour has inspected the following sites since November
1:
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  IRGC Ground Forces Ashoura Operational Base: Pakpour inspected the IRGC Ground Forces
Ashoura Operational Base in northwestern Iran on November 1. The Operational Base oversees
IRGC Ground Forces units in Zanjan, Ardabil, and East Azerbaijan provinces.
 IRGC Ground Forces Provincial Units: Pakpour met with Ashoura Provincial Unit personnel in
East Azerbaijan Province on November 1. The Ashoura Unit is located near the Southwest Tabriz
Missile Base.[19] Israeli airstrikes during the war destroyed a missile launch control center, one
storage tunnel, an air defense battery, and two stationary launchers at the site.[20] Pakpour also
visited the IRGC Ground Forces Karbala and Quds provincial units, which are based in Mazandaran
Province and Gilan Province, respectively.[21]
Imam Zaman Mechanized Brigade: Pakpour inspected the IRGC Ground Forces Imam Zaman
Mechanized Brigade in Shabestar, East Azerbaijan Province, on November 1.[22] The brigade
operates along Iran’s northwestern border and conducts armored and mechanized operations.[23]
The brigade previously deployed fighters to Syria to defend the Assad regime.[24]
 IRGC Ground Forces Sejjil Drone Units: Pakpour inspected the IRGC Ground Forces Sejjil Drone
Units during a drone exercise in an unspecified location in northwestern Iran on November 2.[25]

IRGC Navy Commander Brigadier General Alireza Tangsiri inspected the following sites:

Abu Musa and Siri islands: Tangsiri inspected IRGC naval forces stationed on Abu Musa and Siri
islands in the Persian Gulf on November 2.[26] Siri and Abu Musa are two of the four Nazeat
Islands, along with Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb, which serve as key positions for controlling
maritime access to the Persian Gulf.[27] Iranian military commanders have recently increased their
inspections of naval units in the Persian Gulf since September 2025.[28]
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Iraq
Former Ninewa Province Governor Atheel al Nujaifi claimed on November 3 that the Asaib Ahl
al Haq-affiliated 50th Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) Brigade was removed from
Hamdaniya District, Ninewa Province, due to US Special Envoy to Iraq Mark Savaya’s ties to
Chaldean Cardinal Louis Sako.[29] The PMF is an Iraqi state security service primarily comprised of
Iranian-backed Iraqi militias, many of which report to Iran instead of the Iraqi Prime Minister.[30] US
President Donald Trump appointed Savaya, who is a Chaldean Christian, as Special Envoy to Iraq on
October 19.[31] Assyrian media reported on October 29 that the PMF and Iraqi army deployed “special
forces” to “force” the 50th PMF Brigade out of the Ninewa Plains.[32] Local sources told Assyrian media
on October 29 that the Chaldean Church played a “prominent” role in the removal of the 50th PMF
Brigade from the Ninewa Plains.[33] CTP-ISW cannot verify whether a PMF and Iraqi army deployment
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occurred or if the 50th PMF Brigade remains in the Ninewa Plains. The reported removal of the 50th PMF
Brigade from Hamdaniya comes after Popular Mobilization Commission Chairman Faleh al Fayyadh
separated the primarily Christian 13th Regiment from the 50th PMF Brigade on October 19 and restored
the Ninewa Plains Protection Units as an independent force.[34] The PMF forced the 13th Regiment to
join the 50th PMF Brigade in 2023.[35] The 13th Regiment and the 74th Regiment previously fought the
Islamic State in the Ninewa Plains area under the banner of the Ninewa Plains Protection Units.[36]
Chaldean Church officials and the local population have urged the Iraqi federal government to reverse
the 13th Regiment’s integration into the 50th PMF Brigade and have called for the 50th PMF Brigade’s
withdrawal from the Ninewa Plains in recent years.[37] CTP-ISW assessed on October 31 that Fayyadh
may have decided to separate the 13th Regiment from the 50th PMF Brigade to increase goodwill among
the Christian population in the Ninewa Plains ahead of the November 2025 parliamentary elections.[38]

Syria
The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) likely conducted a complex grenade and improvised
explosive device (IED) attack targeting a Syrian Ministry of Defense (MoD) headquarters in
Albu Kamal, Deir ez Zor Province, on November 2.[39] Unidentified assailants threw a grenade at
the 86th Division headquarters in Albu Kamal, which injured one MoD fighter.[40] MoD fighters left the
headquarters to pursue the assailants, at which point the assailants detonated a roadside IED, injuring
three MoD fighters.[41] The attack’s target, as well as the weapons used, mirror ISIS’s previous attacks
on government forces in Deir ez Zor Province.[42] The likely ISIS fighters’ use of a grenade attack to lure
MoD fighters into an IED ambush that inflicted additional casualties and enabled the assailants to escape
also demonstrates that the attack was complex and coordinated. NATO defines a complex coordinated
attack as “an attack conducted by multiple hostile elements which employ at least two distinct classes of
weapon systems.”[43] Two ISIS fighters previously attempted to conduct a tactically sophisticated
suicide attack on a Syrian government checkpoint in al Mayadin, Deir ez Province, on August 22.[44]
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Arabian Peninsula
Nothing significant to report.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon
Senior Israeli officials have warned that Israel may increase its rate of operations in Lebanon
due to the Lebanese Armed Forces’ limited progress in disarming Hezbollah and reports
about Hezbollah reconstitution.[45] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister
Israel Katz stated on November 2 that the IDF will continue to operate in Lebanon to “defend” Israel until
the Lebanese government disarms Hezbollah.[46] Katz also said that the IDF may intensify its efforts to

https://understandingwar.org/map/assessed-control-of-terrain-around-deir-ez-zor-november-3-2025-at-200-pm-et/
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enforce the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire to protect northern Israeli residents.[47] Israeli media reported on
November 2 that Israeli intelligence and the IDF Northern Command identified that Hezbollah has begun
to rebuild military infrastructure in several regions in Lebanon, including north of the Litani River, the
Jordan Valley, and south of Beirut. Israeli media also reported that Hezbollah is collecting weapons from
Hezbollah infrastructure that the IDF previously struck.[48] An Israeli official told Saudi media on
November 2 that Israel warned the Lebanese government that it may strike Beirut’s southern suburbs if
the Lebanese government does not disarm Hezbollah.[49] This message comes amid growing Israeli
frustration with the Lebanese state’s slow progress to disarm Hezbollah. CTP-ISW has not observed any
reports of the LAF seizing arms from Hezbollah fighters or raiding active Hezbollah sites. US and
European officials have recently warned about the possibility of a large-scale Israeli operation targeting
Hezbollah if Lebanon continues to make limited progress to disarm Hezbollah.[50]

https://understandingwar.org/map/reported-israeli-strikes-in-lebanon-between-august-7-2025-and-november-3-2025/
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Toplines
Iran is reportedly attempting to force its large proxy and partner militias in Iraq to move into
politics, possibly to discourage US sanctions enforcement that would prevent Iran from using
the Iraqi economy to evade sanctions.[1] UK-based Amwaj Media reported on November 3 that Iran
has encouraged unspecified Iranian-backed Iraqi militias to shift their focus from armed resistance to
political engagement, citing Iraqi political insiders.[2] A source in the Iraqi Prime Minister’s office told
Amwaj that the Iraqi federal government has similarly encouraged Iranian-backed Iraqi militias to
prioritize their political activities.[3] Iran reportedly wants “fresh [Iraqi] faces acceptable to the Iraqi
public” to lead this political engagement.[4] An Iranian-backed Iraqi militia source added that Iran would
consider funding and politically supporting smaller Iraqi militias that are not affiliated with the Popular
Mobilization Forces (PMF), which would place these militias fully outside state structures and control.[5]
The PMF is an Iraqi state security service primarily comprised of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias, many of
which report to Iran instead of the Iraqi prime minister.[6] The PMF militias linked or loyal to Iran have
frequently targeted US forces and assets, including when a likely Kataib Hezbollah cell killed three US
servicemembers in Jordan in a drone attack in January 2024.[7] The United States has sanctioned the
Iraqi government and commercial entities and threatened to sanction unidentified PMF leaders.[8] The
Iraqi economy is a crucial lifeline for Iran as it attempts to mitigate new US sanctions, and attacks by
Iranian-backed Iraqi militias that are officially part of the Iraqi government could imperil that.

Iran may decide to build a loyal cadre of ideological militias, over which Iran has strong
control, that will supplement pro-Iranian political parties in parliament while avoiding
sanctions on Iraq. Iran has previously established splinter groups or front groups to ensure militia
loyalty to Iran or to obfuscate the involvement of larger militias in military activity against the United
States.[9] Front groups acted as fronts for larger militias, while splinters officially split from their previous
organization. Iran helped split Kataib Hezbollah and Asaib Ahl al Haq from Moqtada al Sadr’s Jaysh al
Mahdi (JaM) after 2006, as JaM became less responsive to Iranian control, for example.[10] Some legacy
Iranian-backed groups in Iraq, like Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba, have notably struggled to control some
elements of their forces that have appeared to conduct unsanctioned attacks against US forces, Israel,
and some Iraqi assets.[11] Overzealous and uncontrollable activity is negative for Iran because the risk
for escalation that triggers sanctions or other negative effects on the Iraqi economy would badly weaken
Iranian sanction evasion efforts. Prominent Iranian-backed Iraqi militias heavily relied on front groups to
conduct attacks from 2020 to 2021, likely to avoid US strikes in retaliation for militia escalation against
US forces after the US strike that killed Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force
commander Major General Qassem Soleimani in 2020.[12] Iran and its partners in Iraq have not used
front groups in a systematic way since 2021. Front groups could be much more controllable from Tehran
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than poorly disciplined forces like Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba and would allow powerful groups like the
Badr Organization to support Iranian sanctions evasion efforts without drawing US attention.

Most militias will likely resist Iran’s proposals because their military wings are both their
raison d’être and a tool to enforce their will on other Iraqis. The militia-affiliated Iraqi source told
Amwaj that unspecified militias are not supportive of Iran’s suggestions, as further integration into the
Iraqi state is viewed as a threat to the militias’ identities as resistance organizations.[13] Asaib Ahl al Haq
attempted to assassinate then-Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al Kadhimi in Fall 2021 to force the formation
of a government including Iranian-backed militias, for example, and Kataib Hezbollah assassinated Iraqi
researcher Hashem al Hashimi in July 2020 for his investigations into Kataib Hezbollah’s structure and
behavior.[14] These militias also see “resistance” against Israel and the United States as their raison
d’être, and some have already been resistant to disarmament.[15]

A smaller group of militias—possibly including the Badr Organization—may acquiesce to
Iranian demands and integrate their militias into the PMF while focusing on politics. This
would not indicate that Badr has moderated, but instead that it seeks to position itself as a preeminent
pro-Iranian political force in Iraq. This move would also be an expression of Badr’s deep commitment to
the Iranian project in Iraq. Badr has already supported militia integration into the PMF and militia
disarmament, probably because it controls most of the PMF’s support structures and a large number of
its brigades.[16] This means that even if the PMF answered more reliably to the prime minister, Badr
would still exercise extreme sway within the organization and could manipulate the PMF to accomplish
Badr’s objectives in Iraq. Badr also controls and influences the Transport Ministry and many private and
public enterprises in Iraq, which it could continue to use to help Iran exploit sanctions.[17] Iran could also
feasibly use Badr’s influence in the PMF and other ministries to sideline and suppress militias that refused
Iran’s proposals to integrate into politics.



© 2025, Institute for the Study of War

Key Takeaways
Iranian Proposals to Iraqi Militias: Iran is reportedly attempting to force its large proxy and1.
partner militias in Iraq to move into politics, possibly to discourage US sanctions enforcement that
would prevent Iran from using the Iraqi economy to evade sanctions. Iran may decide to build a
loyal cadre of ideological militias, over which Iran has strong control, that will supplement pro-
Iranian political parties in parliament while avoiding sanctions.
Assessed Iraqi Reaction to Iranian Proposals: Most militias will likely resist Iran’s proposals2.
because their military wings are both their raison d’être and a tool to enforce their will on other
Iraqis. A smaller group of militias—possibly including the Badr Organization—may acquiesce to
Iranian demands and integrate their militias into the PMF while focusing on politics. This would not
indicate that Badr has moderated, but instead that it seeks to position itself as a preeminent pro-
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Iranian political force in Iraq.
US Warning to Iranian-Backed Iraqi Militias: US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth warned Iraqi3.
Defense Minister Thabet al Abbasi that the United States would act against any Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias that interfered with US operations in the region, particularly in Syria. Iraqi media have
mischaracterized the US message as a warning of impending regional conflict.

Iran
Nothing significant to report.

Iraq
US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth warned Iraqi Defense Minister Thabet al Abbasi that the
United States would act against any Iranian-backed Iraqi militias that interfered with US
operations in the region, particularly in Syria.[18] US operations are and have always aimed to
defeat the Islamic State, and the United States has only conducted operations against Iran, the former
Syrian regime, and Iranian-backed forces when these forces interfered in US operations.[19] Abbasi
characterized the warning, which the US Chargé d’Affaires delivered to him from Secretary Hegseth, as
an informal “notification” rather than a threat.[20] Iraqi media have mischaracterized the US message as
a warning of impending regional conflict.[21]

Syria
Nothing significant to report.

Arabian Peninsula
Nothing significant to report.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon
European countries have continued to provide the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) with military
support. UK Minister for the Middle East Hamish Falconer visited Lebanon on November 3 and 4 to
assess the impact of the United Kingdom’s support to the LAF.[22] Falconer reiterated the UK‘s
commitment to the LAF during a meeting with Lebanese President Joseph Aoun, Prime Minister Nawaf
Salam, and LAF Commander Brigadier General Rodolphe Haykal.[23] Falconer and Lebanese officials
inaugurated a UK-funded LAF base in southern Lebanon that aims to support a ”permanent and
sustainable” LAF presence in the south.[24] Lebanese Defense Minister Michel Menassa and Dutch
Defense Minister Ruben Brekelmans separately signed an agreement on November 4 for the Netherlands
to provide 7.5 million USD to the LAF.[25] Lebanese officials have repeatedly called on foreign countries
to support the LAF as it implements its plan to disarm Hezbollah.[26] The LAF has been poorly resourced
in the past, which is one of several issues that have limited its ability and willingness to challenge
Hezbollah.[27]
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Toplines

Israel is reportedly preparing plans for a possible multi-day operation targeting Hezbollah
leadership and infrastructure across Lebanon amid Hezbollah’s efforts to reconstitute its
forces. Several Israeli media outlets reported on November 4 and 5 that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
is preparing plans for a “several-day” operation in which the IDF would target Hezbollah infrastructure
south of Beirut, in the Bekaa Valley, and in other areas north of Lebanon’s Litani River.[1] The Israeli
media reports did not specify whether the possible operation would include ground incursions into
Lebanese territory. Israel has conducted both airstrikes and limited ground raids into Lebanese territory
since the November 2024 Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire agreement.[2]

Discussions in Israeli media about a new IDF operation in Lebanon follow several recent reports from
Israeli and Western sources that Hezbollah is reconstituting its forces and weapons capabilities in
Lebanon through domestic production and smuggling.[3] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
convened a special session on November 4 to discuss Hezbollah’s recent and successful efforts to
smuggle short-range rockets into Lebanon from Syria.[4] Israeli intelligence officers recently warned the
Knesset that Hezbollah is domestically producing more ammunition than the IDF is destroying.[5] The IDF
has assessed that Hezbollah is “several months away” from crossing Israel’s “red line” on Hezbollah’s
offensive capabilities, according to the Israeli outlet Maariv on November 5.[6] Israeli intelligence and the
IDF Northern Command also recently identified that Hezbollah has begun to rebuild military infrastructure
in several regions in Lebanon, including north of the Litani River.[7]

Israeli and US officials have recently warned the Lebanese government that Israel’s possible
operation in Lebanon would be a direct consequence of the Lebanese Armed Forces’ (LAF)
failure to address continued Hezbollah reconstitution, probably in part to pressure the
Lebanese state to take more aggressive steps to disarm Hezbollah. Unspecified officials told an
Israeli media outlet close to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on October 28 that Israel would
conduct “focused and targeted operations” targeting Hezbollah if the Lebanese government does not
disarm Hezbollah.[8] The Lebanese government approved a plan in September 2025, which stipulated
that the LAF disarm Hezbollah south of the Litani River by the end of 2025.[9] The LAF has only taken
moderate steps to seize weapons caches in areas where Hezbollah does not appear to be currently
operating and has not attempted to seize arms from Hezbollah fighters. CTP-ISW recently observed that
Hezbollah may have deterred the LAF from disarming the group by making threats to incite internal
conflict.[10] An Israeli journalist assessed on November 5 that Israel is “escalating its threats” in order to
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pressure the Lebanese government to disarm Hezbollah.[11] An unspecified Israeli official also told Saudi
media on November 5 that Israel does not seek renewed conflict in Lebanon but “will not hesitate [to act]
if necessary.”[12]

US Special Envoy Thomas Barrack reportedly told the Lebanese government that the IDF “will be able” to
attack Lebanon if the LAF does not take more concrete steps to disarm Hezbollah by the end of
November 2025, according to Israeli media.[13] Barrack has acted as one of the main US intermediaries
in Israel-Lebanon negotiations and has routinely criticized the LAF’s slow progress in implementing its
plan to disarm Hezbollah.[14] Barrack also reportedly stated that the United States “will understand” if
Israel launches an attack on Lebanon, according to an Israeli journalist.[15]

Iran may seek to exchange technical information with Belarus related to air defense systems
and electronic warfare (EW) equipment to enhance its ability to produce these systems.
Iranian Artesh Air Force Commander Brigadier General Hamid Vahedi met with Belarusian Air Force and
Air Defense Forces Commander Major General Andrei Lukyanovich during a four-day visit to Belarus
between November 2 and 5.[16] The two commanders discussed bilateral relations and examined ways
to expand air force and air defense cooperation. The Iranian delegation plans to visit the Belarusian
Military Academy and Belarusian air force units and view the latest Belarusian electronic warfare
equipment.[17] Iran has expressed interest in acquiring advanced air defense systems and aircraft, such
as the S-400 air defense system and Su-35 fighter jet, from Russia. Belarus’ KB Radar Company
manufactures niche radar systems for airspace control, air defense, and target tracking, and EW systems,
which would be compatible with the systems that Iran seeks to acquire.[18] Belarus primarily produces
these systems for Russia’s operational needs in Ukraine, however, and it is unclear whether Russia or
Belarus would be willing to spare any of these systems for Iran. ISW has long assessed that Russia has de
facto annexed Belarus and has subsumed significant elements of the Belarusian economy and defense
industrial base.[19] Belarus is unlikely to offer any low-density high-demand air defense or electronic
warfare equipment to Iran without Russia’s approval. 
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Key Takeaways
Iran-Belarus Defense Cooperation: Iran may seek to exchange technical information with1.
Belarus related to air defense systems and electronic warfare (EW) equipment to enhance its ability
to produce these systems. Belarus produces components compatible with advanced systems that
Iran has sought to acquire from Russia.
Hezbollah Reconstitution: Israel is reportedly preparing plans for a possible multi-day operation2.
targeting Hezbollah leadership and infrastructure across Lebanon amid Hezbollah’s efforts to
reconstitute its forces. Discussions in Israeli media about a new IDF operation in Lebanon follow
several recent reports from Israeli and Western sources that Hezbollah is reconstituting its forces
and weapons capabilities in Lebanon through domestic production and smuggling.
Hezbollah Reconstitution: Israeli and US officials have recently warned the Lebanese3.
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government that Israel’s possible operation in Lebanon would be a direct consequence of the
Lebanese Armed Forces’ (LAF) failure to address continued Hezbollah reconstitution, probably in
part to pressure the Lebanese state to take more aggressive steps to disarm Hezbollah.

Iran
Iran may be trying to market its naval military hardware to international buyers at a
maritime exhibition in Pakistan. An Iranian Defense Ministry delegation led by Captain Daryoush
Eskandari participated in Pakistan’s four-day International Maritime Exhibition and Conference (PIMEC)
between November 3 and 6.[20] The Iranian delegation displayed mock models of anti-ship cruise
missiles, mid-class submarines, hovercrafts, fast attack crafts, and other vessels.[21] The Iranian Defense
Ministry is responsible for the Iranian defense industrial base and arms sales and purchases. Delegations
from 44 countries, including China, participated in the exhibition.[22] Iran has previously sought to
increase arms exports to generate revenue and mitigate the impacts of Western sanctions that have
deteriorated Iran’s economy.[23]

Iraq
Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani falsely claimed in a November 3 interview
with Reuters that the US military presence in Iraq incentivizes Iranian-backed Iraqi militias to
keep their arms.[24] Sudani made a similar claim in a July 2025 interview with the Associated
Press.[25] These claims ignore the fact that Iranian-backed Iraqi militias would seek to remain armed
even if the United States withdrew from Iraq due to ideological factors.[26] A US State Department
representative rejected Sudani’s claim on November 5 and described the disarmament of Iranian-backed
Iraqi militias as an “Iraqi sovereign duty.”[27] Sudani’s claim comes as the United States is reducing its
military presence in federal Iraq and relocating most of its forces to the Iraqi Kurdistan Region as part of
a reorientation away from the US-led multinational counter-ISIS mission Operation Inherent Resolve to a
bilateral security relationship.[28] The Iraqi federal government has argued that the international
coalition’s presence in Iraq is no longer justified because ISIS no longer poses a threat to Iraq.[29]
Sudani’s claim also comes as the United States is pressuring the Iraqi federal government to disarm
Iranian-backed Iraqi militias as part of the US maximum pressure campaign to curb Iranian influence in
the Middle East.[30]

Syria
Nothing significant to report.

Arabian Peninsula
Nothing significant to report.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon
See topline section.
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The United States reportedly plans to establish a military presence at an unspecified airbase
in Damascus to enable a security agreement between Israel and Syria.[1] Six unidentified
sources, including two Western officials and a Syrian defense official, told Reuters on November 5 that
the United States will use its military presence to monitor a potential Israeli-Syrian security
agreement.[2] The unspecified airbase is located in an area of southern Syria that is expected to make
up a demilitarized zone as part of the Israeli-Syrian agreement, according to Reuters.[3] Two Syrian
military sources stated that US forces would potentially use the base for logistics, surveillance, refueling,
and humanitarian operations, while Syria would retain full sovereignty over the facility.[4] The Syrian
Foreign Ministry denied these claims on November 6, however.[5] The United States has mediated a
potential Israel-Syria security agreement since July 2025, but progress has been limited, and previous
talks have collapsed.[6] The Reuters report partially supports earlier claims that an unspecified Israeli
official made to Saudi Arabia on October 29.[7] The Israeli official said that a future agreement between
Israel and Syria would include the establishment of joint US-Israeli-Syrian outposts along the border.[8]
The new base would not be on the border, unless the United States plans to develop a new airfield. The
Israeli official claimed that the proposed agreement would resemble the 1974 Disengagement Agreement
but would establish an additional joint US-Israeli-Syrian committee to monitor developments on the
Syrian border.[9] The 1974 Disengagement Agreement between Syria and Israel created a United
Nations-patrolled buffer zone and enforced a ceasefire along the Israel-Syria border.[10] The United
States’ reported plans also follow indications from US and Syrian officials that Syria will join the US-led
international coalition against ISIS.[11]

Iran’s annual oil revenues have significantly decreased, which will likely worsen Iran’s
ongoing economic issues amid international sanctions and provide the government with less
revenue to carry out its initiatives. The Deputy Chairman of the Iranian Parliament’s Budget and
Planning Commission, Hadi Ghavami, stated on November 6 that Iran’s oil revenue has dropped
significantly, only meeting about 16 percent of the expected annual revenue in 2025.[12] Reuters
reported last month that Iran is offering an eight-to-ten-dollar discount per barrel to incentivize Chinese
buyers to buy its oil.[13] The discounts in oil revenue will cause profits to fall even if Iran increases its oil
exports compared to before sanctions came into effect. Oil is the regime’s largest source of revenue, and
its failure to inject oil revenues into the economy could make it significantly difficult to mitigate the
impact of international sanctions.

Lower oil revenues may cause Iran to reallocate its oil revenues to military expenditures to replace
defense systems that Israel destroyed in June 2025, thus decreasing Iran’s ability to invest in other
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domestic projects. Iranian officials continue to believe that renewed war with Israel is likely in the short
term, which indicates that they will prioritize military expenditure over domestic projects at this time.
Parliamentary National Security and Foreign Policy Commission spokesperson Ebrahim Rezaei announced
in September 2025 that the commission approved a bill that requires the Iranian Planning and Budget
Organization and the Oil Ministry to meet 100 percent of the current year’s budget to strengthen Iranian
defense capabilities.[14] The bill also allows the Planning and Budget Organization and the Oil Ministry to
transfer 1.5 billion dollars under the banner of “oil allocation” to the Armed Forces General Staff. The
Iranian Planning and Budget Organization and the Oil Ministry may face challenges in allocating all of the
funds outlined in the current budget due to the decrease in oil revenue, but any allocation to the military
will decrease the revenue available for domestic projects. Iranian prioritization of military investment
over domestic projects could change if the economy continues to weaken under sanctions and popular
discontent increases.
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Key Takeaways
US Military Presence in Syria: The United States reportedly plans to establish a military1.
presence at an unspecified airbase in Damascus to enable a security agreement between Israel
and Syria. The Syrian Foreign Ministry denied these claims on November 6, however.
Iranian Oil Exports: Iran’s annual oil revenues have significantly decreased, which will likely2.
worsen Iran’s ongoing economic issues amid international sanctions and provide the government
with less revenue to carry out its initiatives. Lower oil revenues may cause Iran to reallocate its oil
revenues to military expenditures to replace defense systems that Israel destroyed in June 2025,
thus decreasing Iran’s ability to invest in other domestic projects.
Iraqi Elections: Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbollah Secretary General Abu Hussein al3.
Hamidawi claimed on November 6 that the Shia Coordination Framework will form the next Iraqi
government after the parliamentary elections on November 11, despite ongoing divisions between
the coalition’s parties.
Hezbollah Disarmament: Hezbollah called negotiations with Israel the result of “aggressive4.
blackmail” in a November 6 letter to Lebanese officials. Hezbollah’s letter may be in response to a
reported Israeli effort to pressure the Lebanese government to disarm the group.

Iran
Iran seeks to expand economic ties with its partners and regional countries, likely as part of
an effort to mitigate the effects of international sanctions. Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf met with his Pakistani counterpart, Sardar Ayaz Sadegh and members of the
Pakistani Chamber of Commerce in Islamabad on November 6 to discuss expanding bilateral trade,
banking, and technological relations.[15] Ghalibaf argued for expanding the total trade volume between
the two countries from $3 billion to $10 billion over an unspecified period of time.[16] Ghalibaf’s trip
comes after Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi recently emphasized on October 23 that
provinces will need to take a greater role in cross-border economic exchange with neighboring countries
in the future.[17] Araghchi described these engagements as ”vital breathing channels” for the Iranian
economy and ”a paradigm shift” in how Iran would conduct its foreign policy in the future.[18]

Iran also seeks to expand trade relations with Russia, which is a key Iranian partner. Iranian Port and
Maritime Organization CEO Saeed Rasouli and Russian officials agreed on November 5 to form a port-sea
consortium between the two countries to increase trade in the Caspian Sea.[19] The agreement comes
after a member of the Iran-Russia Joint Chamber of Commerce‘s Board of Directors stated on October 20
that Iran must “make maximum use of the new regional space” and trade with countries bordering the
Caspian Sea to counter the effects of international sanctions.[20]

Iraq
Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbollah Secretary General Abu Hussein al Hamidawi
claimed on November 6 that the Shia Coordination Framework will form the next Iraqi
government after the parliamentary elections on November 11, despite ongoing divisions
between the coalition’s parties.[21] The Shia Coordination Framework is a loose coalition of Shia
parties, some of which Iran backs. Several framework parties, which include Kataib Hezbollah’s Haquq
Movement, are running separately in the elections, but have stated that the coalition will re-form ahead
of post-election negotiations.[22] It is far from clear if the parties that currently comprise the framework
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will remain in it after the elections due to the ongoing divisions among the parties on topics ranging from
the appointment of the next prime minister to reform of the Iranian-backed Popular Mobilization Forces
(PMF).[23] Many of these groups also have long-running differences dating back to before the fall of
Saddam Hussein. Hamidawi also urged Iraqis to vote in the upcoming elections amid concerns by a
variety of Iraqi politicians about the potential for low-voter turnout.[24]

The US-led International Coalition in Iraq verified on November 4 that the Iraqi Security
Forces (ISF) can conduct airstrikes targeting the Islamic State in Iraq and al Sham (ISIS)
without US support.[25] The US-led International Coalition has supported the ISF’s operations targeting
ISIS since 2014, including via specialized training on directing airstrikes in recent years.[26] An
International Coalition official said that the ISF’s achievement demonstrates its ability to independently
combat ISIS in Iraq.[27] ISIS only conducted three attacks in Iraq in September 2025.[28] The
spokesperson for Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani asserted in late August 2025 that ISIS no
longer poses a threat to Iraq.[29] The International Coalition’s announcement comes amid changes to the
US footprint in Iraq. The United States and Iraq agreed in September 2024 that hundreds of US forces
would withdraw from Iraq by September 2025 and that the remaining forces would withdraw by the end
of 2026.[30]  A US official also told Reuters on September 30 that the United States will reduce its
military personnel from 2,500 to less than 2,000 and redeploy most of the remaining personnel to the
Iraqi Kurdistan Region from federal Iraq.[31]  Sudani announced on October 20 that 250 to 350 US
“military advisors and support personnel” will remain at Ain al Asad Airbase in Anbar Province, Iraq, to
support US operations against ISIS in Syria.[32]

Syria
See topline section.

Arabian Peninsula
Nothing significant to report.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon
Lebanese, US, and Israeli officials said that they are prepared to hold negotiations between
Israel and Lebanon. Informed sources told Lebanese media on November 5 that the United States
seeks political negotiations between Israel and Lebanon, and has noted that US Special Envoy Thomas
Barrack would be willing to oversee the negotiations in any city that Lebanon chooses.[33] The sources
added that the United States and Israel have appointed unspecified officials to participate in these
negotiations.[34] It is unclear whether these officials have agreed or been approved to participate.
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun has reiterated his openness to negotiate with Israel to ”end
tensions.”[35] Neither Lebanon nor Israel has changed its position on key outstanding issues, however.
Unspecified military sources told Saudi media on November 6 that the second phase of the Lebanese
Armed Forces (LAF)’s disarmament plan, which focuses on areas north of the Litani River, is linked to
”political developments and the Israeli position on negotiations.”[36]  Aoun previously noted that
Lebanese officials would not participate in negotiations with Israel until Israel ceases its operations and
fully withdraws from southern Lebanon.[37] Israel has maintained that it will continue to operate in
Lebanon until Hezbollah has been disarmed.[38]
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Hezbollah called negotiations with Israel the result of “aggressive blackmail” in a November
6 letter to Lebanese officials.[39] Hezbollah’s letter may be in response to a reported Israeli
effort to pressure the Lebanese government to disarm the group. Hezbollah urged Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun, Prime Minister Nawaf Salam, and Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri to reject
negotiations with Israel that occur under “aggressive blackmail.”[40] Hezbollah’s letter comes amid
Israeli media reports claiming that recent Israeli operations aim to pressure the Lebanese state to take
more aggressive steps to disarm Hezbollah. An Israeli journalist assessed on November 5 that Israel is
“escalating its threats” in order to pressure the Lebanese government to disarm Hezbollah.[41] Israeli
media reported on November 6 that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) is preparing for a ”military move”
with the aim of weakening Hezbollah, and bringing the group and the Lebanese government to sign a
”stable agreement” with Israel.[42] Senior Israeli officials noted that Israel and the United States
coordinated this new ”military move” to convey a clear message to Lebanon: reach an agreement and
disarm Hezbollah.[43]

The IDF struck six Hezbollah weapons and construction facilities in southern Lebanon on
November 6.[44] The IDF Arabic-language spokesperson asked residents of Tayr Debba and Taybeh in
Tyre District and Aita al Jabal, Zawtar al Charkiyeh, and Kfardounine in Nabatieh District in southern
Lebanon to evacuate.[45] The IDF struck the targets shortly thereafter.[46] The IDF reported that it
targeted multiple Radwan Force weapons depots and a Hezbollah construction facility used to produce
equipment to rebuild Hezbollah infrastructure.[47] The IDF and Israeli media recently warned that
Hezbollah is rebuilding its military infrastructure, particularly in southern Lebanon, and restoring its
weapon capabilities through domestic production and smuggling from Syria.[48]
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The US Treasury Department sanctioned three individuals on November 6 for coordinating
financial transfers from the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force to
Hezbollah.[49] The sanctioned individuals have funneled millions of US dollars and supported crude oil
and other export smuggling from Iran to Hezbollah.[50] The US Treasury Department sanctioned the
following individuals:[51]

Osama Jaber: Jaber is a Hezbollah member who supported Iranian money transfers to Hezbollah
through licensed and unlicensed Lebanese money exchanges between September 2024 and
February 2025.[52]
Jafar Mohammad Qasir: Qasir is a Hezbollah member who leads Hezbollah’s finance team and
“revenue-generating economic portfolio.”[53]
Samer Kasbar: Kasbar is Qasir’s deputy, who facilitates business deals with Hezbollah’s finance

https://understandingwar.org/map/lebanon-strikes-november-6-2025/
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team, including exporting Iranian metal and chemical goods in mid-2025.[54]

The US Treasury Department stated that the IRGC Quds Force has transferred over $1 billion to Hezbollah
since January 2025 through money exchange companies.[55] Unspecified sources told Saudi media on
September 4 that the United States identified “millions of dollars” worth of Iranian financial payments to
Hezbollah that Iran facilitated through traditional money transfer systems and overland smuggling.[56]
The United States previously sanctioned four individuals who facilitated Iranian financial transfers to
Hezbollah on May 15.[57]
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Toplines
The Shia Coordination Framework is reportedly considering integrating Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias into the Iraqi state to meet US demands to disarm the militias while preserving the
militias’ political influence.[1] The Shia Coordination Framework is a loose coalition of Shia political
parties, some of which Iran backs. A Shia Coordination Framework official told a Kurdish journalist on
November 7 that the United States demanded that the Iraqi federal government disarm six Iranian-
backed Iraqi militias: Kataib Hezbollah, Harakat Hezbollah al Nujaba, Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada, Asaib Ahl
al Haq, Harakat Ansar Allah al Awfiya, and Kataib al Imam Ali.[2] All six militias are members of the
Islamic Resistance of Iraq, which is a coalition of Iranian-backed militias that consistently attacked US
forces in Iraq and Syria between October 2023 and January 2024.[3] All six militias are also US-
designated Foreign Terrorist Organizations, and four of them have political wings in the Shia Coordination
Framework.[4] The Shia Coordination Framework is reportedly considering complying with the US
demand by publicly disarming the six militias and integrating them into the Popular Mobilization Forces
(PMF).[5]  The PMF is an Iraqi state security service primarily comprised of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias,
many of which report to Iran instead of the Iraqi prime minister.[6] These six militias control some PMF
brigades but also operate outside of the PMF.[7]

The United States notably did not demand that the Iraqi federal government disarm the Iranian-backed
Badr Organization, possibly because the Badr Organization is not part of the Islamic Resistance in Iraq.
The Badr Organization has expressed support for integrating militias into the PMF.[8] The Badr
Organization already controls many PMF brigades and is more heavily integrated in Iraqi state institutions
than the six militias that the United States seeks to disarm.[9]

All of the militias except Kataib Hezbollah reportedly agreed to the Shia Coordination Framework’s plan,
likely, in part, to preserve their existing networks and political influence.[10] The Iraqi federal
government could reflag militias as units in the PMF, which would enable the militias to maintain their
structures and networks. Integrating Iranian-backed Iraqi militias into the PMF could also further facilitate
Iran’s state capture over the Iraqi state by granting the militias access to state resources and political
institutions.  Several of the militias that the United States demanded the Iraqi government disarm
currently control Iraqi ministries. Asaib Ahl al Haq controls the Industry and Mines Ministry and Education
Ministry, for example.[11]  The United States has reportedly threatened to withhold official recognition of
the next Iraqi government if Iranian-backed Iraqi actors gain control of key Iraqi ministries.[12] UK-based
Amwaj Media reported on November 3 that some unspecified Iraqi militias view further integration into
the Iraqi state as a threat to their identity as “resistance organizations.”[13] Kataib Hezbollah, which has
not agreed to the proposal, has historically rejected demands to disarm because it remains ideologically
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committed to armed resistance.[14]  

The Shia Coordination Framework’s reported strategy to integrate Iranian-backed Iraqi militias into the
PMF bears similarity to Iran’s reported efforts to push its partner militias in Iraq to shift their focus from
armed resistance to political engagement.[15] Amwaj Media reported on November 3 that Iran would
consider supporting smaller Iraqi militias that are not affiliated with the PMF while pushing its larger
partner militias in Iraq to focus on politics.[16] CTP-ISW assessed on November 4 that Iran may decide to
build a loyal cadre of ideological militias, over which Iran has strong control, that would supplement pro-
Iranian political parties in the Iraqi federal government while avoiding sanctions on Iraq.[17]
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Key Takeaways
Iranian Entrenchment in Iraq: The Shia Coordination Framework is reportedly considering1.
integrating six Iranian-backed Iraqi militias into the Iraqi state to meet US demands to disarm the
militias while preserving the militias’ political influence. Five of the six militias reportedly agreed to
the Shia Coordination Framework’s plan, likely, in part, to preserve their existing networks and
political influence. Integrating Iranian-backed Iraqi militias into the PMF could further facilitate
Iran’s state capture over the Iraqi state by granting the militias access to state resources and
political institutions.
PRC-Syria Relations: The PRC abstained from a UN Security Council vote on November 6 to lift2.
sanctions on Syrian President Ahmed al Shara and Interior Minister Anas Khattab, likely due to PRC
concerns over Uyghur fighters operating in Syria. The PRC’s UN Ambassador, Fu Cong, called on
the Syrian transitional government to take further steps to combat “terrorism.” PRC officials have
repeatedly voiced concern over the Syrian transitional government’s appointment of Uyghurs
associated with the Turkistan Islamic Party to high ranks within the Syrian army.
Hezbollah Disarmament: Israeli defense sources claimed on November 7 that the Lebanese3.
Armed Forces (LAF) has occasionally been aware of or “cooperated with” Hezbollah in its efforts to
reconstitute. This report comes amid international concern, particularly from Israel, the United
States, and Saudi Arabia, over the LAF’s limited progress in disarming Hezbollah.

Iran
Nothing significant to report.

Iraq
Iraqi Armed Forces Spokesperson Major General Sabah al Numan announced on November 7
that the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) have entered a new phase of bilateral cooperation with
the United States following high-level meetings between US and Iraqi officials on November
6.[18] Numan’s announcement comes after the US-led International Coalition in Iraq announced on
November 4 that the ISF can conduct airstrikes targeting the Islamic State in Iraq and al Sham (ISIS)
without US support.[19] The United States is reducing its military presence in federal Iraq as part of a
reorientation away from the US-led multinational counter-ISIS mission Operation Inherent Resolve and
toward a bilateral security relationship with Iraq.[20]    

Syria
The People’s Republic of China (PRC) abstained from a UN Security Council (UNSC) vote on
November 6 to lift sanctions on Syrian President Ahmed al Shara and Interior Minister Anas
Khattab, likely due to PRC concerns over Uyghur fighters operating in Syria.[21] All UNSC
members except the PRC voted in favor of the motion and lifted UN sanctions on the two Syrian
leaders.[22] The PRC’s UN Ambassador, Fu Cong, called on the Syrian transitional government to take
further steps to combat “terrorism” and singled out the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM).[23] Fu
was likely referring to the Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP), which the PRC considers to be an offshoot of ETIM.
TIP continues to operate in Syria due to its historical partnership with the Syrian transitional government.
TIP was part of the coalition that overthrew Bashar al Assad in December 2024 under the leadership of
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Hayat Tahrir al Sham.[24] PRC officials have repeatedly voiced concern over the Syrian transitional
government’s appointment of Uyghurs associated with TIP to high ranks within the Syrian army.[25] The
Syrian transitional government has reportedly reflagged TIP as the 84th Division in the new Syrian
army.[26] The PRC’s concerns about TIP have not prevented PRC firms from engaging with the new
Syrian government, however. A PRC contracting firm signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Syrian transitional government in May 2025 to invest in free industrial zones in Damascus and Homs, for
example.[27] Syrian Economy Minister Mohammad Nidal al Shaar stated on October 21 that the
transitional government is working to secure five or six investment projects with the PRC worth hundreds
of millions of dollars.[28]

The United States and the United Kingdom also removed Shara and Khattab from targeted
sanctions lists on November 7.[29] The US Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) announced that it
removed Shara and Khattab from the list of Specially Designated Global Terrorists (SDGT).[30] The US
State Department designated Shara and Khattab as SDGTs for their involvement with al Qaeda in Iraq in
2013 and 2012, respectively.[31] The United Kingdom also announced that it removed sanctions on
Shara and Khattab.[32] A spokesperson for the European Union (EU) told Reuters on November 7 that the
EU will follow suit.[33]

Arabian Peninsula
Nothing significant to report.

Palestinian Territories & Lebanon
Israeli defense sources claimed on November 7 that the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) has
occasionally been aware of or “cooperated with” Hezbollah in its efforts to reconstitute.[34]
The unspecified Israeli defense sources told Israeli media outlet Ynet News that the LAF has sometimes
known about or cooperated with Hezbollah during Hezbollah training exercises and weapons transfers.
The LAF has also reportedly known about Hezbollah’s efforts to rehabilitate its operational and financial
systems.[35] The sources did not specify what they meant by LAF “cooperation” with Hezbollah. Ynet’s
report comes amid international concern, particularly from Israel, the United States, and Saudi Arabia,
over the LAF’s limited progress in disarming Hezbollah.[36] The LAF has operated in southern Lebanon to
seize Hezbollah weaponry and dismantle Hezbollah positions since the November 2024 Israel-Hezbollah
ceasefire. US Central Command reported on October 15 that the LAF has seized about 100,000 Hezbollah
rockets and 400 missiles since the November 2024 ceasefire.

CTP-ISW has not observed any reports of the LAF seizing arms from Hezbollah fighters or raiding active
Hezbollah sites.
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