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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
22nd, 2023 (20:00) - Day 16

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Last night, the IDF Spokesperson for Arabic Media tweeted that residents of a few specific
areas in northern Gaza should evacuate towards southern Gaza. We’ve now spent over a
week urging residents of Gaza to move south, towards a safer humanitarian area.
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There’s a glaringly strong contrast at play here. Not with Hamas’ surprise attack on
residents across southern Israel, with Hamas’ massacre at the Super Nova music festival or
with the 7,000 rockets launched indiscriminately at the Israeli homefront.

The IDF’s notices to the people of Gaza - intended to protect them from IDF’s strikes on
Hamas - should stand in contrast with the way Hamas treats its own civilians.

Since Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip in 2007 and until today, one of the most
reprehensible aspects of Hamas is how the organization endangers its own men, women and
children. How it positions rocket launchers and command centers deep in the heart of Gaza.
How it digs fortified tunnels under UN schools. How it hides terrorist leaders in densely
populated areas. And yes, with how it forces its residents to stay in the line of fire.

Our war is not with the people of Gaza. It’s with a murderous organization that attacks
Israelis, while intentionally endangers its own residents to protect its leadership. And it’s a
war we will win while maintaining the moral high ground.

Key Links

o IDF targeting of a rocket launching squad with the “Iron Sting” (Video)
o The IDF released data that about 550 rockets fired from Gaza have exploded within
the Gaza Strip. (Video, Graphic)

Failed Rocket Launches by the Hamas Terrorist Organization
Aimed at Israel that fell Inside the Gaza Strip

since the
beginning

of the war
21.10.2023

Rocket Launchers
Impact Sites of Failed Rocket Launches



https://www.un.org/unispal/document/unrwa-condemns-neutrality-violation-in-gaza/
https://twitter.com/IDF/status/1714289932842488024
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/general-articles/idf-commando-soldiers-conduct-first-operational-use-of-the-new-iron-sting-weapons-system-in-history/
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/58209e21-79e2-43fd-ba3f-d3950cdd6763
https://bit.ly/45KyVFQ
https://twitter.com/IDF/status/1715796045278380461

Southern Arena:

Preparations to intensify activities against Hamas in Gaza are ongoing. IDF strikes in Gaza
continue with the same focus - striking at Hamas leadership or terrorists who were involved
in the October 7th attacks, targeting Hamas military or administrative sites, and targeting
military sites in effort to improve the IDF’s operational flexibility.

As part of the efforts to_target senior Hamas leadership, the IDF targeted Muhamad
Qatmash, the Deputy Head of Hamas' Artillery Unit who was also responsible for artillery
operations in Hamas' Central Brigade. A number of terrorist sites were targeted over the
course of the night, including dozens of military tunnels, command centers, mosques used as
operational war rooms, weapons storage sites and more.

Yesterday, the IDF killed two terror operatives near the security fence between Israel and
the Gaza Strip, one of whom was a "Nukbha™ operative.

Northern Arena

Hezbollah’s ongoing aggression against Israeli communities and military sites has continued
with anti-tank missiles fired towards northern communities. In all cases, the IDF responded
to the sources of fire. The IDF is carefully monitoring the region and on at least two cases,
today and yesterday, forces identified terrorist cells attempting to launch anti-tank missiles
in advance and neutralized the threats. A UAV launched from Lebanon was intercepted
Sunday morning by the Israeli Aerial Defense Array.

The same system had also intercepted a rocket launched at an Israeli UAV which was not
damaged. On two occasions over the past day, mortars and rockets were fired at Israel.

On Saturday, an IDF soldier was severely injured, he was hit by an anti-tank missile in the
Bar'am area and later succumbed to his wounds. Two additional soldiers were lightly injured
and received medical treatment at the scene.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-
hamas-israel-war-october-22nd-2023-20-00-day-16/



https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/general-articles/neutralized-key-hamas-terrorist-operatives-neutralized-by-the-idf-and-isa/
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/08a3d158-1e9c-4149-afea-3c49ba69afdb
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-22nd-2023-20-00-day-16/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-22nd-2023-20-00-day-16/
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
23rd, 2023 (19:00) - Day 17

e The IDF struck hundreds of targets in Gaza over the last 24 hours, focusing on both
Hamas operatives and military targets, including weapons storage sites, underground
terrorist tunnels, command centers, observation posts and more.

e An IDF soldier was killed by an anti-tank missile fired from the Gaza Strip near
Kissufim

e Attacks from Lebanon on Israel’s northern border continued, including an attempted
rocket launch, two UAVs that were launched and the identification of an anti-tank
missile cell. These attacks were prevented by swift IDF action.

Continue reading for a note from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, key links for recommended
reading, and a more in-depth arena overview.

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

For a military spokesperson, the tension between what can and can’t be published is a
dilemma that lies front and center.

Every briefing, every publication and every interview requires careful consideration on what
intelligence sources may be jeopardized and what sensitive military capabilities may be
exposed.

This war, we’ve been forced to make another decision, far more gruesome in its nature.
When Hamas attacked men, women and children across southern Israel on October 7th , it
did so in the most brutal fashion. And as one would expect from a sophisticated terrorist
organization, it proudly documented those horrors. Meticulously.

If you had asked me three weeks ago, it would be clear to me that those images and videos
would never see the light of day.

I’d be wrong.
Before we had even finished fighting off the terrorists in southern Israel, the denials started

to come in. This reached a peak with absurd demands, requesting signed medical
declarations about an incinerated baby.


https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/general-articles/what-happened-in-the-october-7th-massacre/

So today, we hosted over 200 journalists to sit through a screening of the terrorists'
headcams. For nearly an hour, the screen played horrors and some of the most hardened
journalists cried.

This is not a war we wanted. This is not a screening that | would have ever dreamed we
would run, not in my worst nightmare. But today, | - together with hundreds of journalists
and their readers - stood witness.

Key Links

A children’s pink school bag rigged with explosives by Hamas terrorists, discovered by IDF
sappers in southern Israel

AL

% School Bag Booby Trapped...



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goWS3YXcD_U&t=0s&ab_channel=IsraelDefenseForces

Civilian dash cam footage from October 7th attack . This is part of the footage shown in the
press conference Lt. Col. Hecht referenced above

& Civilian dash cam footage fr... :

Hamas Terrorist Organization Rocket Launch Site,

Located next to a Kindergarten
22.10.23
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https://videoidf.azureedge.net/9754977a-45e4-4a76-ba8e-eb084efba4a0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ai6hASNrkk&ab_channel=IsraelDefenseForces

Hamas Terrorist Organization Rocket Launch Site,

Located near a Mosque
22.10.23

@ Mosque

Hamas Terrorist Organization Rocket Launch Site,

Located next to a U.N. Building
22.10.23




Arena Overview

Gaza

The IDF continues to strike Hamas military targets in the Gaza Strip, preparing for the
intensification of operations in order to dismantle the Hamas organization. Over the last day,
hundreds of targets were struck. Two of these targets were located in the vicinity of a
mosque , as Hamas continues to use civilian infrastructure for terrorist activity. The IDF
also continued to ensure that all those involved in the attacks on October 7 are brought to
justice, targeting a member of the Nuhkba forces.

Hamas efforts to target Israel continued as well. On Monday afternoon, two UAV's were
launched from Gaza and thwarted by the IDF. In addition, an anti-tank missile cell was
identified and targeted overnight by an IDF tank.

The IDF continues to operate on both sides of the security fence in order to both gather
intelligence and improve IDF operational flexibility for the next stages of the war. While
carrying out these missions, one IDF soldier was killed and three others were injured near
Kissufim after a tank and engineering vehicle were targeted by an anti-tank squad in the
Gaza Strip on Sunday.

Over 800 bodies of terrorists who invaded Israel on October 7th have been recovered in
southern Israel, and some 200 terrorists are being detained. The IDF continues to carefully
monitor southern Israel in the wake of October 7th’s attack. As part of these efforts, a pink
school bag with an explosive device was located in the area of Kissufim. This bag was
carried by Hamas terrorists in the October 7th attack and contains a remotely-activated
explosive device, and explosives weighing about 7 kilograms.

Despite Hamas’s attempts to stop residents from following the IDF’s recommendations to
temporarily move to southern Gaza, over 700,000 Gazan residents have already done so.
Israeli security forces checked the 14 truck loads of humanitarian aid containing food, water
and medicine that crossed into Gaza through the Rafah crossing on Sunday. The IDF has
reiterated that it will not allow any aid to reach Hamas terrorists.

Northern Israel

On the northern border, Hezbollah terrorist attacks continue with anti-tank missiles fired at
communities and military posts. The IDF continues to quickly identify and eliminate the
abilities of terror cells preparing to launch attacks. Just in the last day, the IDF struck eight
such cells, seven before they even launched rockets. Since the beginning of the war, over
twenty Hezbollah cells have been targeted. On Monday afternoon, a UAV attempted to
penetrate Israeli airspace from Lebanon via the sea, before being intercepted by the Israeli
Aerial Defense Array.

The IDF will continue to respond to every attempt or attack on its forces.


https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/
https://idfanc.activetrail.biz/ANC8645436
https://idfanc.activetrail.biz/ANC221020231562
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/387574e3-7f95-4a96-8bd4-0a18f5bdb525
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/387574e3-7f95-4a96-8bd4-0a18f5bdb525

The Israeli Homefront

Hamas in the south and Hezbollah in the north continue to fire rockets and launch UAVs at
Israeli communities and military posts, with sirens sounding in southern Israel, Be’er Sheva,
and in northern Israel. The National Emergency Management Authority said some 120,000
civilians have been relocated from southern and northern Israel.

To date, 222 families have been notified that their loved ones were taken hostage in the
Gaza Strip and 308 families of soldiers were notified that their loved ones were killed in
action.

Previous versions of this daily summary are available here.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-
recap-hamas-israel-war-october-23rd-2023-20-00-day-17/



https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-23rd-2023-20-00-day-17/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-23rd-2023-20-00-day-17/
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
24th, 2023 (19:30) - Day 18

Overview

The IDF continued to strike Hamas in response to their horrific October 7th attacks. This
included strikes on three of Hamas’ deputy battalion commanders, as well as some 400
military sites in the

Gaza Strip.

Some of these strikes laid the groundwork for the intensification of IDF activities, including
strikes on an attack tunnel and mortar or rocket launch sites.

Over two weeks after the savage abduction of men, women and children from Israel, two
hostages were released from captivity. Another 222 in captivity - a blatant war crime -
including the released hostages’ elderly husbands. The IDF will continue to do everything in
its power to bring the hostages homes.

The IDF remained vigilant on the northern border in light of ongoing Hezbollah attacks. On
multiple occasions, the IDF identified and neutralized Hezbollah terrorist units. Overnight
the IDF struck Hezbollah sites in response to their attacks.

Excerpts from a statement by the Chief of the General
Staff, Lt. General Herzi Halevi

The State of Israel is in the midst of a war that the Hamas terrorist organization started.
Hamas will regret this, it is already beginning to regret it now.

Battles fought by civilians, security personnel, soldiers and commanders on October 7th are
worthy of appreciation. Hundreds of terrorists were killed thanks to the heroism of those
who fought.

IDF forces are currently deployed in the field, defending with strength. Vigilance is still
required. I am visiting the soldiers in the field and briefing them regarding the situation. We
have been training for this for many years and have developed some of the most advanced
combat capabilities in the world. We have the very best combat soldiers.



The IDF and the Southern Command have prepared a high-quality offensive plan to achieve
our objectives in the war.

| want to make this clear: the IDF is ready for ground operations and will receive the
decisions with the political echelon in regards to the next steps.

We are conducting a war. At this stage, there are tactical and strategic measures that allow
us to improve our readiness for future steps. We are utilizing every single minute to be
better prepared.

With every minute that passes on the other side, we are striking our enemy further,
destroying more of their capabilities. Eliminating terrorists and senior operatives and
gathering more intelligence.

We are keeping them on their toes.

Now the enemy is the one waiting.

Key Links

« IDF targeting of a terrorist cell identified firing rockets towards Lebanon on Monday
afternoon (Video)

o As part of the efforts to free Israeli and foreign nationals held hostage in the Gaza
Strip, the IDF offered security and financial rewards in exchange for information on
the hostages. The announcement is available here

e Overview of the five members of the Hamas Aerial Array neutralized to date.

o A statement by Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari, the IDF Spokesperson, about Hamas
culpability in the October 7th massacres (Video, English)

Arena Overview

Southern Arena

The IDF continues to prepare for a ground maneuver into the Gaza Strip, including strikes
on areas that will enable more operational flexibility for the next stage of the war, with a
particular focus on Hamas staging grounds in the neighborhoods of Shuja‘iyya, Shati,
Jabalia, Daraj Tuffah, and Zaytun.

Over the last day, the IDF struck over 400 terror targets and killed several Hamas
commanders, as well as numerous operatives preparing attacks. These strikes leveraged the
Israeli Air Force, tanks and artillery for attacks on anti-tank missile launchers and
observation posts, an operational tunnel shaft, command centers, staging grounds located in
mosques and dozens of other terror infrastructure sites.


https://bit.ly/3Fvk6fW
https://idfanc.activetrail.biz/ANC24102023072394
https://bit.ly/3FwJlOR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXUglHo7Rrk

As part of the ongoing efforts to target Hamas operatives, from the most senior to
operational commanders on the ground, as well as every operative involved in the October
7th attacks, yesterday the IDF targeted three deputy battalion commanders. Yesterday, the
IDF also targeted the head of Hamas’ anti-tank military array in the northern Gaza Strip.

Since the beginning of the war, the IDF and ISA eliminated five commanders of the Hamas
Aerial Array, which had played a significant role in the attack against Israel at the start of
the war.

As part of the extensive efforts to free the Israeli and foreign national hostages held by the
Hamas terrorist organization in Gaza, earlier today the IDF used multiple channels to
communicate with the residents of Gaza and ask for information about the hostages, offering
protection and compensation in return.

Northern Israel

On Monday night, the IDF identified and neutralized a terrorist cell that was trying to launch
rockets towards Israel from Har Dov. Another terrorist unit with numerous weapons was
identified and neutralized in the same area on Tuesday afternoon. In addition, an anti-tank
missile was fired towards Kibbutz Manara. The IDF responded to the source of fire.

Over the last day, the IDF eliminated five terrorist units. In addition, in response to ongoing
attacks from southern Lebanon, the IDF struck three Hezbollah posts. The IDF will remain
vigilant throughout northern Israel, showing no tolerance towards aggression, responding
with strikes on Hezbollah infrastructure.

The Israeli Homefront

Rockets continue to be launched toward the north and south of Israel throughout the day. On
Tuesday, following a lull in longer-range rocket fire, Gaza rockets were fired towards
central and southern Israel, with sirens sounding as far north as Tel Aviv.

Last night, two elderly female hostages, Nurit Kooper and Yoheved Lifshitz, were released
and returned home to Israel, with support from Egypt and the International Committee of
the Red Cross. The IDF sees the return of the remaining 222 hostages, including Nurit and
Yoheved’s husbands, as well as babies, children and elderly, as a core priority, and is
continuing to support the government’s efforts to this extent with both operational and
intelligence support.

The nation mourns together with the families of 308 soldiers who were killed during the war
to date.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-
recap-hamas-israel-war-october-24th-2023-19-30-day-18/



https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-24th-2023-19-30-day-18/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-24th-2023-19-30-day-18/
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
25th, 2023 (19:30) - Day 19

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Today a colleague shared a report Israel published in 2014, after Operation Protective
Edge. The report documents - at length - the extent to which Hamas uses human shields. It
includes a long list of rockets fired from inside UN facilities and kindergartens, pictures of
tunnels and weapons found inside mosques and UNRWA schools, Hamas exploitation of
ambulances for moving terrorists, and more.

Unfortunately, Hamas’ intentional abuse of both Gazans and the institutions meant to serve
them was mostly successful. Hamas learned that as long as they frame the shot right, the
international community would condemn the right of a country to defend itself faster than it
would condemn the underlying tactics used by the terrorist organization to attack the
country in the first place.

Now, Hamas has seen that even after perpetrating a raid that massacred over one thousand
civilians, it is not being labeled a terrorist organization by all, and that is even more
dangerous.

This is not just Israel’s war. I guarantee that terrorist organizations around the world are
carefully watching this conflict, taking notes on what they can learn from Hamas. More
importantly, they’re carefully watching to see what they can learn from how the world
responds.

Key Links

e Anaudio recording of a terrorist calling his father to brag about the number of
Israelis he killed while invading Israel on October 7 from operative

@ Recorded: Hamas Terrorist ..

>



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bACNYtaLBQI&ab_channel=IsraelDefenseForces

o Similarly, this barbaric note found on a Hamas terrorist who had infiltrated Israel in
the October 7th attacks, including the line “Know that this enemy of yours is a
disease that has no cure, other than beheading and extracting the hearts and livers!”.

IDF footage of an IDF strike on a Hezbollah post in southern Lebanon following Hezbollah
attacks (Video)

Arena Overview

Southern Arena

Israel Defense Forces activities against Hamas continued on Tuesday, combining offensive
strikes against Hamas operatives and targets with a defensive strike on a terrorist cell that
aimed to execute an attack on Israel.

In a joint ISA and IDF strike, the Commander of the North Khan Yunis Battalion of the
Hamas terrorist organization, Taysir Mubasher was targeted, joining the list of senior
Hamas operatives neutralized during the war. Mubasher has previously served as the
Commander of Hamas' naval forces and held several positions in weapons manufacturing.
He had been responsible for many attacks on Israel, including one on a religious seminar in
Israel.



https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/general-articles/eliminated-key-hamas-terrorist-operatives-eliminated-by-the-idf-and-isa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7nSYAPhSAU&ab_channel=IsraelDefenseForces

Strikes on other Hamas sites also continued, including a terror tunnel shaft, military
command centers, weapon storage sites, mortar launches and anti-tank missile launch sites.
In addition, Hamas’ emergency governance apparatus, including war rooms and military
headquarters, were targeted. This apparatus had directed Hamas’ attempts to prevent
civilians from evacuating .

Northern Israel

The IDF continues to carefully monitor the northern border, responding rapidly when
threats are identified. Over the past day, seven anti-tank terrorist cells were targeted on the
border with Lebanon, three of them in one hour. An IDF UAV also targeted two terrorist
cells that had fired rocket and mortar shells toward IDF posts

in northern Israel.

Yesterday, two launches from Syria towards northern Israel were identified, landing in
open areas. Following the launches, the IDF responded with artillery fire towards the
source of the fire. In addition, IDF fighter jets struck Syrian Army military infrastructure
and mortar launchers.

The Israeli Homefront

Rocket fire at the Israeli homefront continued. On Wednesday, rocket fire from Gaza was
fired south, towards Eilat, as well as as far north as the Carmel area. No injuries were
reported. 222 people are confirmed to remain abducted by Hamas in the Gaza Strip and 208
families of soldiers have been notified that their loved ones fell in action during the course
of the war.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-
hamas-israel-war-october-25th-2023-19-30-day-19/



https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-regarding-the-hamas-israel-war/october-pr/recorded-phone-call-of-gaza-resident-hamas-confiscated-car-keys-and-ids-to-prevent-gazans-from-reaching-safety/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-regarding-the-hamas-israel-war/october-pr/recorded-phone-call-of-gaza-resident-hamas-confiscated-car-keys-and-ids-to-prevent-gazans-from-reaching-safety/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-25th-2023-19-30-day-19/
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War
October 26th, 2023 (19:00) - Day 20

Summary

o Field Notes: Lt. Col. Richard Hecht shares updates thoughts on the ongoing
rocket fire from Gaza towards the Israeli homefront

o Key Links: Video footage of IDF activity in Gaza, footage of the initial combat
defending the community of Be'eri, and more

e Arena overview, including more on the IDF's armored activity in Gaza last night,
the targeting of a Hamas deputy commander, updates on the northern border and
more

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

At about 1:31 pm, air raid sirens went off in cities across the country, including in Tel
Aviv. It’s strange how routine a terrorist organization shooting rockets indiscriminately at
civilians can become.

After over twenty years of experience with Hamas rockets, Israel has adapted. Building
codes in new buildings require a bomb shelter. Israel built the Iron Dome, a tech
masterpiece that shoots rockets out of the air. It’s easy to forget, to sigh, and to head to a
bomb shelter. In some places, many times a day.

Over 7,000 rockets have been fired at Israel this war. Casualties remain low but this
terrorism isn’t just an inconvenience. Hamas is a sophisticated terrorist organization with
military-like capabilities. Yesterday, rockets were fired over 130 miles from Gaza. An
apartment building was hit in Rishon LeTzion. Cameras show the family leaving for the
communal bomb shelter, baby in arms, only seconds before the building was slammed by
a rocket. People have been killed from these rockets. It is a real threat. It is terrorism.

So we choose to invest in protection. In bomb shelters, in public training and in active
missile defense. But this is all in response to Hamas’ choice. A choice to invest in
rockets. A choice to invest in terror.

As I’ve said so many times, this isn’t a war we started. But it is a war to defend our
people...and it is a war we will win.



Key Links

e Avideo clip of an IDF naval strike on a Hamas Surface to Air missile launch post
in the Khan Yunis, deliberately located near a mosque and a kindergarten.

« Recording of a phone call between an IDF soldier and a resident of Gaza in which
the resident reiterates that Hamas continues to prevent civilian evacuation towards
southern Gaza. (Link and transcript)

o Security camera footage of IDF special forces fighting Hamas terrorists and
evacuating residents in Be’eri - see below

@ IDF Shaldag Unit Neutralizes Terrorists ... (U ~»
A A — Wateh later.  Share

Watch on 8 YouTube

Event Overview

Southern Arena

As part of the IDF’s ongoing response to Hamas’ October 7th attacks, and in preparation
for further intensification, IDF troops carried out a limited operation in the territory of the
Gaza Strip. This operation was larger than the prior operations across the fence that were
conducted since the war started and included armored forces under the command of the
Givati Brigade. The operation aimed to eliminate terrorists and infrastructure and also
included engineering work to prepare for expanded operations. In parallel, the IDF
completed work on clearing explosives from near the security fence while rehabilitating
the IDF’s surveillance network around the Gaza Strip.

In parallel, the IDF continues to target terrorist infrastructure across the Gaza Strip.
Strikes were carried out across over 250 sites in Gaza, including operational command
centers, tunnel shafts, and rocket launchers positioned in civilian areas. As part of the
IDF’s ongoing targeted strikes on senior and operational commanders, IDF fighter jets,
killed the Commander of Hamas' Northern Khan Yunis Rockets Array, Hassan Al-
Abdullah. The IDF and ISA killed the Deputy Head of Hamas’ Intelligence Directorate,
who was responsible for planning the October 7th massacre together with Yahya Sinwar.

In addition, leveraging precise IDF and ISA intelligence, IDF fighter jets struck the
Deputy Head of the Hamas’ Intelligence Directorate, Shadi Barud. In his previous role as
the Head of the Fire Control Center in Hamas' Operations Unit, Barud planned the
barbaric October 7th attacks together with Yahya Sinwar.


https://bit.ly/3MiBYy9
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-regarding-the-hamas-israel-war/hamas-terrorists-continue-to-prevent-civilian-evacuation/
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/66e6d070-e260-448a-b956-b207113346da
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/6ce28524-eef2-4f79-84ff-8e18e8069836
https://videoidf.azureedge.net/6ce28524-eef2-4f79-84ff-8e18e8069836
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1z8AkAAJk4Y&t=0s&ab_channel=IsraelDefenseForces

IDF Targets Deputy Head of Hamas' Int... (U ~»
3 A Watch later« " Share
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Watch on £ YouTube

As another example of Hamas’ sophisticated military capabilities, as well as the IDF’s
ability to target them, the Israeli navy targeted a Hamas surface-to-air missile launch site
in the Khan Yunis area. The post was located in close proximity to a mosque and
kindergarten.

Hamas continues to systematically use the civilians of Gaza as human shields, preventing
them from evacuating to the south. They use a variety of methods including roadblocks,
threats and even violence.

Northern Arena

As part of their ongoing attempts to deflect IDF attention from Gaza, Hezbollah attacks
on Israel continued, including shots fired yesterday into Moshav Dovev. An Israeli Air
Force aircrfat targeted the cell.

Other attacks included a terrorist unit firing an anti-tank missile at IDF soldiers near
Avivim as well as a terrorist unit in the area of Arab al-Aramsheln. A surface-to-air
missile (SAM) was fired from Lebanon at an IDF UAV but was intercepted by the Israeli
Aerial Defense Array. In response, the IDF struck these terrorist units. In total, over the
last day, the IDF eliminated 5 terrorist cells of Hezbollah terrorists who tried to fire into
our territory

Homefront

Rockets attacks from the Gaza strip to Israeli communities continue throughout the day
towards the area around the Gaza strip and central israel, including sirens in the great Tel
Aviv earlier. This followed even longer range rockets fired at the Carmel (+100 miles)
and Eilat (+130 miles) the day before. On Wednesday evening a a building in Rishon
Le’zion suffered a direct hit from a Gaza rocket.

To date, over 250,000 Israelis have been evacuated from the Gaza surrounding area and
the northern border to safer locations. The families of 309 IDF fallen soldiers and 224
hostages have been notified. Over 100 people remain unaccounted for.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War
October 27th, 2023 (19:30) - Day 21

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

A few days ago we hosted foreign journalists for a private viewing of footage from the 7
October massacre. The great majority of journalists were utterly shocked by the atrocities
that they saw. But one journalist asked a spokesperson for proof. The understandable
response was: “What more do you need to see?”

| actually appreciated this question because it was a real reminder of the blindness around
us.

| asked myself: why is such clearly presented evidence not enough?

We all know the truth. It’s not hard. But maybe it’s just hard to believe the reality
sometimes. None of us want war, but we must make sure that the 7th October massacre
never happens again.

Today, we started to share classified information about how Hamas is using the Shifa
Hospital for its terrorist activities. We presented photos, call readouts and testimonies.
We have also shown how Hamas is stealing fuel from the people to use for its military
activity. We have shown time and time over again how Hamas uses the people of Gaza as
human shields, including physically blocking them from moving to safety.

A few days ago | shared about the reality of living in the range of fire. That has been
Israel’s reality for over 20 years. Imagine your neighbor launching rockets at you for 20
years.

How can anyone live this way?

We have tried to bring the attacks to an end. We provided water, electricity and medicine
even when we had no obligation to do so, we provided jobs within Israel and at times we
even provided medical care for the people of Gaza.

After Hamas’ 2007 violent takeover of Gaza we were forced into multiple military
operations and have had to invest billions in protection systems for the people of Israel.

But this hasn't worked.

When the goals of two parties are not aligned it just doesn’t work.



Aid is turned into weapons and tunnels, hospitals into headquarters for terror and
concessions into terror opportunities.

We are in a defining battle for and that battle is not just ours, but for all who treasure
peace, freedom and democracy.

Now we need to change the reality in which we live.

We are going to bring our beloved families home and we are going to dismantle Hamas,
hoping for a more peaceful future for all.

Key Links

The official statement of the IDF Spokesperson, RDML Daniel Hagari:

)-#, Hamas HQ Hidden Under G...

Click here for the full article and additional footage and infographics regarding the Shifa
Hospital in Gaza City

Event Overview

Southern Arena

As part of the IDF’s ongoing response to Hamas’ October 7th attacks and to strengthen
our operational freedom, in the past 24 hours IDF ground forces, accompanied by fighter
jets and UAVs, conducted limited operations in the territory of the Gaza Strip. During
this operation, the IDF targeted multiple sites associated with Hamas, including anti-tank
missile launch sites, military command and control centers, and Hamas operatives. The
troops successfully completed the operation without any reported IDF injuries.



https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/general-articles/mris-and-rpgs-hamas-positions-headquarters-under-gaza-s-shifa-hospital/
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Overnight, the IDF eliminated Madhath Mubashar, the Commander of the Western Khan
Yunis Battalion of the Hamas terrorist organization. Madhath had been involved in
explosive and sniper attacks against Israeli civilian communities and IDF soldiers.
Additionally, during the night, IDF soldiers from Shayetet 13 executed a targeted
operation from the sea in the southern Gaza Strip. In the course of this mission, they
targeted Hamas military facilities and operated within a compound utilized by Hamas'
naval commando forces. Both Israeli Navy vessels and aircraft were involved in this
operation. After completing their mission, the soldiers left the area.

Amid continuous rocket fire against Israel from Gaza, IDF fighter jets targeted over 250
military sites associated with the Hamas terrorist organization in the Gaza Strip. These
targets included tunnels, numerous Hamas operatives, operational command centers, and
launch sites.

The IDF has also published a call that took place during the October 7th massacre
between a terrorist from the Hamas Special Forces and his commander in the Gaza Strip,
in which he describes the murders committed in the communities surrounding the Gaza
Strip.

Later on Friday, the IDF Spokesperson, RDML Daniel Hagari hosted a press conference

in which he presented information that was declassified to show how Hamas is using the

Shifa hospital in Gaza City as headquarters for their terror activity.

Hamas has built out a subterranean level for their terrorist headquarters and has multiple

tunnel access points throughout the Shifa hospital compound. Terrorist hid in the hospital
after carrying out the October seventh massacre.

Northern Arena

As part of their ongoing attempts to deflect IDF attention from Gaza, Hezbollah attacks
on Israel continued, including shots fired yesterday into Moshav Dovev. An Israeli Air
Force aircrfat targeted the cell.

Other attacks included a terrorist unit firing an anti-tank missile at IDF soldiers near
Avivim as well as a terrorist unit in the area of Arab al-Aramsheln. A surface-to-air
missile (SAM) was fired from Lebanon at an IDF UAV but was intercepted by the Israeli
Aerial Defense Array. In response, the IDF struck these terrorist units. In total, over the
last day, the IDF eliminated 5 terrorist cells of Hezbollah terrorists who tried to fire into
our territory.

Homefront
Rocket attacks persist from the Gaza Strip towards Israeli communities, targeting areas in

the vicinity of the Gaza Strip and central Israel. Earlier, sirens were activated in the
Greater Tel Aviv region as well.
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War
October 28th, 2023

In this newsletter:

o Field Notes from the IDF Spokesperson for Foreign Media on the Shifa hospital
o Key media links, including a statement from the Chief of the General Staff
e Overview of today's events

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Yesterday, we released intelligence that Hamas uses Shifa Hospital, the largest hospital in
Gaza City, as a command center. The IDF declassified two intercepted phone calls
supporting this, provided graphics, and then declassified segments from two
interrogations of Hamas terrorists who had been detained during the October 7th attacks
to prove it.

The intelligence that we declassified is new.

But the fact that Hamas has been abusing hospitalized civilians as human shields is not
new at all. In 2014, a journalist detailed how Hamas terrorists interrogated him in a room
in the hospital (although the publication would later unpublish the article at the
journalist’s request for concerns of his own safety). This fact has actually become so
commonplace that one reporter described the hospital in passing as “the de facto
headquarters for Hamas leaders, who can be seen in the hallways and offices .”

We know that Shifa is being used - in flagrant violation of international law - as a
terrorist headquarters. Reporters know it. And by releasing intelligence, we’re making
sure that everyone else does.

As we continue to intensify efforts to ensure that we cannot be threatened by the terrorist
organizations on our borders, we know that they will continue to exploit Western morals
and values. And we will beat them...without conceding the moral high ground.


https://web.archive.org/web/20231023094543/https:/www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/08/photographs-as-weapons-of-war-in-the-middle-east/375492/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/while-israel-held-its-fire-the-militant-group-hamas-did-not/2014/07/15/116fd3d7-3c0f-4413-94a9-2ab16af1445d_story.html

Key Links

o Footage of the IAF thwarting an aerial threat identified in the area of the Red Sea.

e Video footage from last night’s Shayetet 13 activity

o Readout of the morning briefing conducted by Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari, IDF
Spokesperson ( Hebrew Video, English Transcript )

e On Friday evening, the IDF released intelligence information indicating that Shifa
Hospital in Gaza City was being used by Hamas for military purposes. Additional
support intelligence was released the following day. Information released
includes:

o A briefing from the IDF Spokesperson, Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari (
Video, English )

o Intercepted intelligence calls (1, 1T, 111, IV)
o Graphics

o A statement from Lieutenant General Herzi Halevi

The best soldiers and commanders -
ed dnd prepared - are now operating in Gazd

Watch on (EB YouTube

Event Overview

Southern Israel

Nearly three weeks after the Hamas attack on the Israeli communities across southern
Israel, overnight IDF forces intensified the military response by entering the northern
Gaza Strip and expanding ground activities. IDF infantry, armor, engineer corps, and
artillery forces, all supported by aerial elements, took part in these activities. A full
statement by the IDF spokesperson, Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari, on the activity is
available here.

Overnight, over 150 military targets, including underground sites and tunnels, were
struck by the Israeli Air Force. During the course of these strikes, two senior Hamas
leaders were targeted:

o Ratib Abu Tzahiban, Commander of Hamas' Naval Forces of the Gaza City
Brigade. Tzahiban had planned a naval infiltration on October 24th that was
prevented by the Navy.
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o Asem Abu Rakaba, the Head of Hamas' Aerial Array, who was responsible for
Hamas' UAVs, drones, paragliders, aerial detection and aerial defense and had
taken part in planning the October 7th massacre, specifically directing the
terrorists who infiltrated with paragliders.

Northern Israel

Attacks on northern Israel continue with attempted rocket and anti-tank missile fire at
Israeli positions. Yesterday rockets launched towards Israel landed in Syria. An IDF
fighter jet struck Hezbollah military infrastructure in response.

Earlier today, an IDF UAV targeted a terrorist cell that attempted to launch anti-tank
missiles from Lebanon toward northern Israel, near Kibbutz Hanita. In addition, terrorists
fired at an IDF post near Avivim and Kibbutz Misgav Am in northern Israel. No injuries
were reported. Rocket and mortar shells were also fired In all cases, IDF forces targeted
the source of the fire. On Saturday morning the IDF thwarted a surface-to-air missile that
was fired from Lebanon towards an IDF UAV; the IDF responded towards the origin of
the missile's fire.

Other Arenas

On Saturday morning, IAF forces identified an aerial threat in the area of the Red Sea.
The IAF intercepted the hostile target - no threat was posed to civilians and no infiltration
into Israeli territory was identified. So far, we have notified the families of 311 IDF fallen
soldiers, and 230 abducted. Bringing home the hostages remains a top priority and a
national effort.
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