IDF Recaps - Daily Summaries of the Hamas - Israel War

Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
15th, 2023 (18:00)

Key Updates
Dismantling Hamas capabilities

e The IDF continued to forcefully respond to Hamas’ horrific attacks, including
neutralizing a Nukhba force commander responsible for the Kibbutz Nirim
massacre. Over 100 other sites were struck, including command and control sites,
rocket launch sites, military compounds and more.

e The IDF continues to work on mitigating the impact on civilians, calling on Gazan
residents to move south via a new civilian corridor.

e The IDF released video and audio recordings that show how Hamas is intentionally
impeding these efforts, reflecting the barbaric nature of this IS1S-inspired and
Iranian-backed terrorist organization.

e The IDF continued with preparations to intensify operations in the region. This
includes logistical preparations to support the air, land and sea activities required to
dismantle Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

Northern Arena

e Attacks on communities and Israeli military positions along Israel’s northern border,
including an anti-tank missile attack on the Israeli community of Shtula. The IDF
responded toward the source of the fire and Hezbollah targets in the area.

Additional Updates

e The IDF Chief of the General Staff spoke with his US Central Command
counterpart, Gen. Michael Kurilla. The United States announced it was deploying a
second carrier to the region - The USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group.

Key Data Points

1,300+ Israelis killed

279 families of fallen soldiers notified

120 families notified of abducted family members
6,000+ rockets fired at Israel



Letter from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht

Some thoughts on choosing sides.

Last week, there was much talk about the need for moral clarity. Events like the massacres
of October 7th leave no question when it comes to choosing sides. But for those following
Hamas’ attacks as closely as I am, the data points that inform this decision happen every
day. Sometimes, they happen every hour.

Beginning Friday, we instructed Gaza residents to move towards southern Gaza. But these
residents are being held hostage by a Hamas that stands to win more from their deaths than
their lives.

This isn’t just theory. Hamas first obfuscated the IDF’s warnings, calling them fake news.
Then they physically prevented cars from driving, laying out blockades. Finally, they
falsified an attack on a convoy to terrify their own civilians and galvanize world opinion. In
their efforts to kill civilians, truth is just one more casualty.

Ironically, Israel has evacuated both Israeli civilians, located in Israel’s south and,
unfortunately, near the northern border with Lebanon, as well as instructed Gazan civilians
to evacuate. As we prepare to intensify our operations against Hamas, against Yahya
Sinwar’s death machine, I am reminded that clarity doesn’t just emerge from shaping events
that rock the Western world. It emerges from dozens and hundreds of smaller events that
take place every single day. You just need to know where to look and who to trust.



Links

Intelligence audio recording of phone call in which a Gaza resident explains how
Hamas is preventing evacuation (Link)

Footage of Israeli Air Force strike on Billal Al Kedra, the Nukhba commander
responsible for the Kibbutz Nirim massacre (Video)

Israeli strike on Hezbollah infrastructure following a Saturday attack along the
border (Video)

Bodycam footage from canine unit rescue of a family in Kibbutz Be’eri last week
(Video)

Arena Updates

Defending Against Hamas

Israeli forces continue to protect the southern communities in Israel. One attempted
attack took place near Nir Oz on Sunday, following a number of isolated infiltration
attempts throughout the weekend, including anti-tank fire fired at Nir Oz and an
attempted infiltration near Zikim. In parallel, Israel completed the evacuation of
southern communities in the vicinity of the security fence with the Gaza Strip,
including Sderot.

Hamas rocket fire aimed at civilian towns and cities continued on Sunday, with over
6,000 rockets fired at Israel. This included barrages towards Tel Aviv and Herzaliya
as well as southern communities. Active missile defense systems - including the


https://bit.ly/3M1ldHC
https://bit.ly/3tw8o1R
https://bit.ly/3rRWeje
https://bit.ly/46NfkpE

Iron Dome - continue to play an important role in intercepting many of these
rockets.

Strikes in Gaza

The IDF is continuing preparations for a wide range of operational offensive
plans in the Gaza Strip in order to dismantle Hamas’ military and civil capabilities.
Some of the measures taken to prepare for intensified operations include drafting
over 350,000 reservists, preparing Forward Logistics Centers to support combat
units on the front, and facilitating the ongoing resupply of weapons and supplies.

In addition, IDF aerial strikes continue against Hamas in Gaza. On Sunday, these
strikes included Hamas administrative centers as well as strikes on over one
hundred military targets. The IDF continues to prioritize strikes on senior Hamas
personnel and those involved in Saturday’s attacks, including Billal Al Kedra, the
Nukhba commander of the forces in southern Khan Yunis, who was responsible for
the Kibbutz Nirim massacre.

Sites were targeted throughout Zaytun, Khan Yunis, Jabaliya, Al-Furgan and Beit
Hanoun, and included operational command centers, terrorist operatives, offensive
tunnels, military, anti-tank launch posts, observation posts and more.

Humanitarian Efforts

As the IDF continues to dismantle Hamas capabilities and ensure that the horrific
attacks on Israeli civilians are not repeated, it is also taking measures to mitigate
civilian casualties and continues to urge Gaza residents to move south. Similar to
Saturday, the IDF’s spokesperson to Arabic media published a recommended route
for these movements. Despite these measures to mitigate the humanitarian
consequences of Hamas’ horrific actions, Hamas is actively attempting to disrupt
evacuations. On Saturday night, the IDF released aerial footage showing roadblocks
created to prevent movement, as well as the recording of a phone conversation with
a Gaza resident who said he was being prevented from relocating.

Hamas is also waging misinformation campaigns to obfuscate its exploitation

of Gaza’s residents. One example of this is a convoy that Hamas claimed was
attacked during the evacuations late last week, citing a location and time that the IDF
had not acted in.

Northern Arena

Hezbollah aggression against both IDF forces and Israeli civilians continued
throughout Sunday, including at least three separate anti-tank attacks into Israel on
Sunday. This included an attack on the Israeli community of Shtula, which resulted
in Israel casualties. In a separate incident, a number of Grad-type rockets were fired
from Syria into Israel. The IDF is maintaining a zero-tolerance posture and has


https://bit.ly/496O9YX

responded to these attacks, focusing on the sources of fire and on Hezbollah
positions in southern Lebanon.

Israel holds the Lebanese government accountable for any activities emanating from
within its borders. These events follow a number of attacks on Israeli positions
yesterday, including an attempted infiltration along with the firing of some 30 mortar
shells in the Har Dov area yesterday.

In order to expand the IDF’s operational flexibility, the IDF instructed Israeli
civilians within four kilometers of the border with Lebanon to evacuate. It is also
operating technological means to obstruct GPS in the region.

Other Arena Updates

The IDF remains in close contact with military counterparts in the United States and
around the world. The Chief of the General Staff conducted a call with Gen. Michael
Kurilla, the commander of US Central Command. A second carrier strike group, the
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group, is joining the USS Gerald R. Ford
Carrier Strike Group, which had deployed to the region on Tuesday. US munitions
resupply are also underway. In addition, the Chief of the General Staff held calls
with other military leaders around the world, including the Chief of the Hellenic
National Defence General Staff .

Actions to prevent expansion of hostilities against Israeli civilians continue in Judea
and Samaria. Last night, 49 suspects were arrested in the area, including 33 Hamas
operatives. Funds intended for supporting terrorists and a range of weapons,
including assault rifles, handguns and magazines, were seized.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-
war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-15th-2023-18-00/
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IDF Recaps - Daily Summaries of the Hamas - Israel War

Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
16, 2023 (18:00)

Overview

The IDF continues to target Senior Hamas operatives such as Muetaz Eid, the Commander
of Hamas' Southern District's National Security who was neutralized, as well as hundreds of
additional military and administrative targets over the past 24 hours.

IDF combat engineering forces finished repairing breaches in the security fence. Infantry,
ground forces and the Israel Air Force are also securing the area. Over the past day, three
terrorist cells were neutralized in southern Israel.

Hamas rocket fire continues to target southern and central Israel
The IDF is continues to prepare for intensified operations in the Gaza Strip

The IDF targeted a number of Hezbollah posts last night after a series of attacks that killed
one Israeli civilian and one IDF officer. The IDF is on high alert and has a zero-tolerance
policy towards any aggression. Israeli civilians within two kilometers (1.2 miles) are being
evacuated to preserve flexibility for a range of responses.

Key Data Points

1,400+ Israelis killed

299 families of fallen soldiers notified

199 abducted Israelis whose families have been notified
6,000+ rockets fired at Israel

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Ten days into our war on Hamas, and the stories continue to emerge; stories of brutality
alongside stories of heroism. With each passing day, the depravity of Hamas’ attacks
becomes clearer. So does the degree to which these attacks were meticulously planned.
Field guides that instruct how to maximize civilian harm, huge arsenals of weapons, maps
and even GoPro cameras to document the atrocities from the October 7 assault.

Today, we invited some journalists to view some of the horrific camera footage. It’s hard
not to look away. But we have an obligation. The world has an obligation.



We also have an obligation to ensure that this never happens again. Over the last 24 hours,
the IDF prevented three separate attacks down south. It is clear to me that in each and every
case, the terrorists’ operational success would mean more civilians murdered.

This is what we are up against. And it’s why we continue our strikes on Hamas, with a
particular emphasis on the leaders behind these attacks. It is why we are preparing to expand
our operation by air, land and sea - to make sure that this cannot happen again.

Our war is not with the residents of Gaza and we’re taking measures to mitigate civilian
casualties. However, the looming threat of Hamas on the border is not one that we can
tolerate. It is not one that anyone could.

Key Links

e Pictures of weapons seized during raid (Link)

o Overview of six senior Hamas operatives killed in targeted strikes (Link)

« Aerial footage of strikes on Hezbollah positions following ongoing attacks (Link)

e IDF Chief Spokesperson Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari’s daily briefing (Video,
Hebrew)

Some of the Hamas weapons found
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Arena Overview
IDF Activity in Gaza

Israel continues striking Hamas targets in the Strip based on intelligence reports, and
currently continues to press ahead with the fighting.

The IDF is calling on the population of Gaza to evacuate toward the south. Thus far,
600,000 Gazans have been evacuated.

Hamas is preventing Gazans from evacuating, and is hiding behind the local population,
embedding itself in residential neighborhoods and jeopardizing the lives of the Gazan
population.

The IDF's main mission remains to dismantle Hamas, and is targeting its chief political and
militant operatives.

Yesterday, the IDF struck about 250 military targets, primarily in Northern Gaza. Overnight
the Israeli Air Force struck dozens of targets overnight including Hamas operatives,
operational compounds, military infrastructure, military observation posts, rocket launch
sites and more.

In one strike, leveraging ISA and IDF intelligence, the IDF neutralized Muetaz Eid, the
Commander of the Hamas Southern District of National Security.

IDF troops neutralized terrorists in the area surrounding the Gaza Strip on three separate
occasions. This included one encounter with two terrorists that had anti-tank weapons near
Nahal Oz, one encounter with a terrorist near Nir Am and an UAV strike on a terrorist cell
identified last night near Kissufim.

IDF engineering work has been completed on breaches in the security fence.

Defense of the region continues to be augmented by tanks, infantry and aerial support.

Abducted civilians and soldiers

As of today, the IDF has updated the families of 199 Israelis that their loved ones were
abducted and are currently held hostage in the Gaza Strip.

The IDF is supporting government efforts to return all hostages, civilian and military alike,
to Israel, and considers it a chief priority.

The IDF remains in constant contact with the families of soldiers and civilians abducted and
held in Gaza, using both operational and intelligence means to gather more information
about the hostages’ whereabouts and their condition.



Northern Arena

Over the last 24 hours, Hezbollah has been escalating the situation along the northern
border, including targeting Israeli civilian communities and military positions. In one attack
on Sunday, an anti-tank missile was fired at the Israeli community of Shtula, killing one
civilian and injuring three. In another, an IDF officer was killed by anti-tank fire. In all
cases, the IDF responded with both artillery fire towards the sources of fire as well as
expanded strikes on Hezbollah positions.

Hezbollah’s attacks on Israel are coordinated with Iran.
The Defense Ministry and the IDF are operating to protect Israeli civilians in the area. The
IDF continues to respond to attacks against Israel and will assist in the evacuation of Israeli

residents who live up to 2 kilometers from Israel's northern border with Lebanon.

28 Israeli communities on the northern border will be evacuated in order to allow the Israeli
military to strike and to continue defending Israel against Hezbollah’s attacks.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-
recap-hamas-israel-war-october-16-2023/
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IDF Recaps - Daily Summaries of the Hamas - Israel War

Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
17th, 2023 (18:00) - Day 11

Overview

The IDF's response to Hamas’s brutal attacks continues, with the goal of dismantling
Hamas, eliminating their administrative and military capabilities, and ensuring that the
attacks of October 7 are never repeated.

As part of the effort to prioritize strikes on Hamas’ senior leaders, Aymen Nofal, the
commander of Hamas’ central division in Gaza and Osama Mazini, the head of Hamas’
Shura Council, were both neutralized in Gaza.

Over 200 additional Hamas and Islamic Jihad sites were targeted including military
outposts, command centers and a bank branch used to fund terrorist activities.

The IDF continues to urge Gazans to move south, focusing specifically on residents of
Zaytoun. As reported earlier this week, Hamas has not only been actively preventing its
residents from evacuating but has also gone to such lengths as to steal humanitarian aid
from UNRWA.

The IDF continues to respond swiftly, exercising no tolerance for any Hezbollah attacks on
Israeli civilian and military sites. Four terrorists were neutralized during an attempted
infiltration at the north, and Hezbollah targets were struck in response to anti-tank missile
fire and additional light arms fire.

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Hamas’ barbaric attacks on Saturday, October 7 continue to echo. Terror attacks along
Israel’s border with the Gaza Strip have been rebuffed by the IDF on a near daily basis.
Simultaneously, the ongoing rocket fire against civilian population centers in Israel has
millions of Israelis in its range.

These attacks - which the world now knows were carefully planned to maximize civilian
death - are now being complemented by cruel psychological terrorism. Releasing videos of
hostages while feigning the role of a humanitarian organization, all after the brutal murder
of over 1,000 Israelis. Faking attacks on their own civilians to impede non-combatant
evacuation. Evacuation that will save them from the well-fortified battle zone called Gaza
City. Decrying supposed humanitarian disasters and lacking water for Gaza’s residents, all


https://twitter.com/AvichayAdraee/status/1714194739153490158
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while stealing UN supplies intended for them and their hospitals. These terrorist tactics are
right out of the ISIS playbook. They show a deprived, radical organization that targets
Western civilians while hiding behind its own.
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DUNRWA received reports that yesterday a
group of people with trucks purporting to be
from the Ministry of Health of the de facto
authorities in #Gaza, removed fuel and
medical equipment from the Agency's
compound in ? #GazaCity
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13 October.
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about the removal of the assets.
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o Security cameras that cover the entrance /
exit to the @UNRWA compound were
damaged further to blasts from the conflict
in previous days & ceased to operate.

DUNRWA fuel & other types of materialare

kept for strictly humanitarian purposes -
any other use is strongly condemned.

Hamas must be stopped. And it will be.

As our Chief of the General Staffs, LTG Herzi Halevi, told our soldiers today:

"The Israeli people have faced hardships before. The IDF was and still is the protector of the
nation, and we are a generation of fighters that are another link in the chain of generations of

protectors of the country. Our power, determination and unity will prevail in this chapter of
history as well. The citizens of Israel trust in you. I trust in you. Be strong and of courage."

Key Links

e Chief of the General Staffs’ letter to soldiers (English, Hebrew)
« Targeting of the head of the Shura Council of Hamas, Osama Mazini (Video)


https://bit.ly/46zYqeu
https://bit.ly/48WE1BJ

IDF Spokesperson, Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari’s daily briefing (Hebrew video)
Update on Hamas’ stealing fuel from UNWRA (Video, English)

IDF Spokesperson, RAdm. Daniel Hagari speaks of how Hamas stole 6 days worth
of fuel from UNRWA and Gazan civilian
(https://twitter.com/i/status/1714045853793403039)

Arena Overview

IDF Activity in Gaza

IDF fighter jets struck operational command centers, military infrastructure
containing terrorist operatives and hideouts belonging to the Hamas terrorist
organization in Zaytun, northern Rafah, Jabalya, and Khan Yunis.

Over 200 Hamas and Islamic Jihad (P1J) sites were attacked across the Gaza Strip

including command posts, a bank used to fund terrorist activities, and a number of
underground attack tunnels. The Israeli navy backed these efforts with attacks on a
number of sites including operational posts and weapons storage facilities.

Strikes on senior Hamas leaders continued with the targeting of one of the most
senior terrorist leaders in the war so far, Aymen Nofal, the commander of Hamas’
central division in Gaza, and former head of military intelligence. Nofal had directed
many

attacks on the Israeli homefront, including heavy rocket fire towards civilian areas,
and oversaw weapons manufacturing and development.

The IDF and ISA also killed Osama Mazini, the head of the Shura Council of Hamas
terrorist organization in the Gaza Strip. Mazini was responsible for Hamas prisoners
and directed terrorist activities against Israel. (Video)

Yesterday, dozens of enemy military command centers and mortar shell launching
posts were destroyed by IDF fire, including the command center of Ali Qadi, one of
the commanders of the Hamas “Nukhba” commando forces who was targeted
several days ago.

Homefront and More

199 families have been updated about their abducted loved ones. The IDF is
deploying all intelligence and operational measures to ensure their return. Yesterday,
as part of its ongoing psychological terrorism, the Hamas released a video of one of
the abducted hostages in Gaza. The IDF is accompanying the family closely.

299 families of fallen sodliers have been notified about their loved ones' being killed
in combat.
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Defense of Southern Israel

No attacks have taken place against against IDF forces or in Israeli towns over the
past 24 hours.

Hamas continues to fire barrages of rockets toward southern and central Israel, with
sirens sounding in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Rishon Le’Tzion Be’er Sheva and southern
Israel. Active missile defense, combined with passive missile defense measures like
bomb shelters, are continuing to prove effective agains Hamas' deliberate attacks on
the homefront.

Northern Arena

A number of incidents took place along the northern border with Lebanon. In each,
the IDF immediately responded towards the sources of fire.

On Tuesday afternoon, two anti-tank missiles were fired toward Israeli territory near
Kibbutz Yiftah. The IDF responded with tank and artillery fire toward Hezbollah
terrorist targets.

Earlier in the day, anti-tank fire was carried out toward an IDF post near the town of
Metula. Additionally, an anti-tank missile was fired towards an IDF post along the
Lebanon border. Light arms fire was also carried out toward a number of sites along
the border fence. The IDF responded with artillery fire toward the source of fire
Four terrorists were neutralized earlier this morning by IDF forces after attempting
to infiltrate Israel from Lebanon. (Video)

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-

war/daily-recap-hamas-israel-war-october-17th-2023-18-00-day-11/
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IDF Recaps - Daily Summaries of the Hamas - Israel War

Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
18th, 2023 (19:00) - Day 12

Overview

o Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip toward Israel continued. In one notable case, an
Islamic Jihad rocket misfired, hitting a Hospital in the Gaza Strip.

« The IDF continues to prepare air, sea and land forces for intensification of operations
against Hamas in Gaza.

o Attacks along Israel’s northern border continued, with a number of anti-tank missiles
fired toward Israeli territory. After each attack, the IDF responded towards the
sources of fire.

Key Links

e See our full preliminary report on the Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital, including a statement
by Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari

e Video of IDF strikes on a Hezbollah observation post and military infrastructure,
following Hezbollah attacks on Israel

e The IDF called on the residents of the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City to evacuate
towards a humanitarian zone in the area of Al-Mawasi, south of Wadi Gaza.

Field Notes from Richard

Yesterday, a rocket fired by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad at 18:59 slammed into the parking
lot of the Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza. In itself, a Gazan rocket landing in Gaza is tragic but,
unfortunately common. Nearly five hundred of the almost 7,000 rockets fired at Israel - at
Israeli civilians - during the course of this war have landed in the Gaza Strip.

This time, however, was different.

Hamas immediately went on a media blitz. The headlines soon followed, in the best case
followed by a caveat of “says Gaza Ministry of Health”.

Make no mistake. The Gazan Ministry of Health is Hamas. And Hamas’ credentials should
be poor, to say the least. The organization is recognized to be a terrorist organization by
Australia, Canada, the European Union, Israel (of course), Japan, Paraguay, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

In the past two weeks alone, Hamas has gone on a murderous rampage and brutally
butchered some 1,400 Israelis and abducted some 200 men, women and children into Gaza.
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It’s stolen fuel from the UN. It has used roadblocks to physically prevent civilians from
evacuating Gaza, a city that it armed to the teeth and now shields with residents. It has
engaged in psychological warfare with hostages and fired rocket after rocket at civilians.

But it appears that these bonafides were still sufficient enough to make headlines.

After spending hours reviewing the data - and only then - the IDF provided an initial
aftermath report that refuted Israeli involvement in the strike.

In today’s wars, where Western values face off with radical organizations eager to exploit
those same values as weaknesses, accuracy is key. There’s a direct tension between the
accuracy we need and the speed we crave, but in a war on misinformation, settling on
speed is a victory for misinformation and terrorism.

The IDF has invested - heavily - to adapt to the terrorist tactics on display by Hamas.
The media must too.

Arena Overview
Activity in Gaza

Twelve days since Hamas’ horrific attacks on Israel, the IDF continued to strike dozens of
targets in the Gaza Strip, continuing to focus on Hamas military and civil leadership. Over
the past 24 hours, two senior Hamas terrorist operatives were killed: Muhammad Awdallah
the commander of Hamas’ anti-tank missile system in the Gaza City Brigade; and Akram
Hijazi, a terrorist from the Hamas naval forces, and an arms and terror funds dealer.

Other targets included operational command centers, a number of terrorist staging grounds,
anti-tank missile and rocket launch sites, military infrastructure, and Hamas tunnels.

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip continued. In one notable case, Islamic Jihad terrorists in
Gaza launched a rocket that misfired and hit a parking lot of the Al Ahli hospital in Gaza.
See here for more information on the IDF’s preliminary operational and intelligence review,
as well as intelligence and radar evidence

Since Hamas’ initial attack on Israel, Hamas has continuously used civilians in the Gaza
Strip as human shields, regularly launched barrages of rockets and used civilian compounds
for military purposes.

The IDF continues to call on the residents of the northern Gaza Strip and Gaza City to
evacuate towards the area of Al-Mawasi, south of Wadi Gaza. Hamas continues efforts to
prevent civilian evacuation from the area, including roadblocks, confiscating car keys, and
more.


https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/updates-articles-videos-and-more/al-ahli-hospital-initial-idf-aftermath-report-october-18-2023/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/updates-articles-videos-and-more/al-ahli-hospital-initial-idf-aftermath-report-october-18-2023/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/updates-articles-videos-and-more/al-ahli-hospital-initial-idf-aftermath-report-october-18-2023/

Homefront

Rocket fire continued to be fired towards the Israeli homefront. Over the past day, sirens
sounded across southern Israel, Tel Aviv, and even further north. The IDF and Ministry of
Defense continue the evacuation of residents in both southern Israel and those living in the
area between 0-2 kilometers near the Lebanese border to evacuate to state-funded
guesthouses.

After several days of combat and the mobilization of hundreds of thousands of reservists
with the support of an extensive logistical effort, IDF forces continued to prepare to
implement a wide range of offensive plans. Multiple reserve battalions were mobilized for
defense missions in the communities in the area surrounding the Gaza Strip. One example is
the 252nd Sinai Division, which is currently making preparations for wider combat
operations. So far, the percentage of those reporting for duty among the reservists in the
division is around 120%.

The IDF continues the difficult job of identifying casualties from the attacks on Israel. To
date, 306 families have been notified about their kin falling in action.

Northern Israel

Attacks from Lebanon along the border with Israel continued throughout the day. This
included a UAV attempting to enter Israeli airspace and anti-tank missiles fired into Israel.
The IDF responded to the attacks by firing at the source of the fire.
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https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-
recap-hamas-israel-war-october-18th-2023-19-00-day-12/
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
19th, 2023 (20:00) - Day 13

Overview

The Israel Defense Forces continues to actively target terrorist sites across Gaza,
including hundreds of sites over the past day.

Strikes on Hamas leadership continued too, including the head of the military branch
of the "Popular Resistance Committees" in Rafah, as well multiple “Nukhba” force
terrorists.

Many strikes were focused on the Shuja‘iyya neighborhood in Gaza, historically a
terrorist hotbed, as well as on anti-tank missile launchers, terror tunnel shafts,
intelligence infrastructure, and other targets across the Gaza Strip.

Rocket fire from Gaza continued across both southern and central Israel, as far north
as Tel Aviv. In addition, Hamas reportedly took responsibility for rocket fire today
from Lebanon into northern Israel.

Rockets continue to be launched toward Israel’s northern border as well as anti- tank
missiles and gunfire. IDF troops are deployed along the border, prepared for any
escalation and are responding with air strikes near the border.

Key Links

Footage of an IAF strike on Hezbollah targets from Wednesday night

Video footage of IDF strikes in Gaza on Wednesday night

The IDF preliminary summary of the al-Ahli hospital incident

Statement by the Chief of the General Staff, LTG Herzi Halevi on Hamas tactics,
referencing the hospital incident

Statement by the IDF Commander of the Southern Command, Major General Yaron
Finkleman ( Video, Hebrew )

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Today, | spent another day down south with reporters. After 13 days, you would think it
would get easier. But during every single one of my tours with reporters across the ravaged
communities in southern Israel | hear another story. Many are stories of courage displayed


https://bit.ly/48SYKGN
https://bit.ly/403pVdF
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/updates-articles-videos-and-more/al-ahli-hospital-initial-idf-aftermath-report-october-18-2023/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw7LLAtjin8
https://youtu.be/1QYo7md2OFc

by soldiers, or even civilians who picked up a weapon and fought to protect their home. But
there are so many stories of sheer depravity. Rape and murder, children killed alongside
their parents. Stories that leave scars.

The October 7th attack - while unprecedentedly horrible - was not a one-off. It was not an
exception. Hamas has been building and firing rockets at Israel for over twenty years. It has
been attacking Israelis - suicide bombings, car rammings and shootings - for nearly forty.

This is why we fight.

Since Hamas’ invasion, attacks have continued. Just yesterday, IDF tanks identified and
engaged three terrorists near Kissufim. There have been over a dozen similar cases in the
past two weeks. In every one, a win for Hamas would be an October 7th sequel.

This is why we fight.

We’re now engaged in a preventive war. Not to prevent October 7th. The blood was spilled.
But to prevent it from happening again. After spending so much time down here - in the
shattered communities, in the morgues, at a concert site that will never hear music again -
the IDF must ensure that Hamas is unable to unleash terror. We must make sure that no
terrorist organization, whether it be Hezbollah in the north, who we are carefully watching
Hamas, or Islamic Jihad, or the Popular Resistance Committee in Gaza, or any other
terrorist organization around the world, can attack Israeli civilians with impunity.

We stand in defense of the State of Israel. We stand in defense of our people. We stand in
defense of the incredible camaraderie and bravery that has been shared in the face of such
horrors. We stand in defense of our shared values of freedom and liberty.

From here, from down south, | know. That is why we fight. And that is why we will win.

Arena Overview
Activity in Gaza

The Israel Defense Forces have continued efforts to dismantle Hamas’ administrative and
military capabilities through hundreds of intelligence-backed strikes across a broad range of
targets over the past day.

To date, over a hundred terrorists were targeted in Israel Air Force strikes, including many
senior terrorist leaders. Yesterday, in a joint ISA and IDF strike, the head of the military
branch of the "Popular Resistance Committees” in Rafah was neutralized as part of these
efforts. In addition, more than ten terrorists were targeted in a precision aerial strike,
focusing on the “Nukhba” force terrorists, a force that played a key role in the October 7
massacre.



While preparing for potential intensification of operations by air, land and sea, the IDF also
continued to target terrorist infrastructure in the Gaza Strip. During the last day, the IDF
struck hundreds of Hamas terrorist sites, including dozens in Shuja’iyya, historically a
terrorist hotbed. Targets included anti-tank missile launchers, terrorist tunnel shafts,
intelligence infrastructure, mortar launchers, and additional command and control centers.

Southern and central Israel remain under fire from Hamas. In addition, on Thursday
afternoon, reports emerged that Hamas took responsibility for a salvo of rockets fired from
Lebanon at northern Israel. Active missile defense systems, together with civilian
compliance with Home Front Command instructions, have helped minimize - but not avoid -
civilian casualties.

Attempted Hamas attacks on the Israeli homefront continue, and southern Israel remains a
potentially active combat zone. For example, on Wednesday an IDF tank force identified
and neutralized three terrorists near Kissufim. In addition, a Hamas terrorist who had
entered Israel during the incursion on October 7th was apprehended while attempting to
make his way back to Gaza.

Homefront
Rockets continue to be fired toward southern, central and northern Israel.

The IDF and Ministry of Defense have evacuated the majority of the residents in both
southern Israel and those living in the area between 0-2 kilometers near the Lebanese border
to state-funded guesthouses.

The Minister of Defense has been given the authority to expand the evacuation to include
towns and cities 2-5 kilometers from the border.

The IDF continues the difficult job of identifying casualties from the attacks on Israel. To
date, 306 families have been notified about their kin falling in action and 203 families have
been notified of the kidnapping of a family member.

Northern Israel

Hezbollah continues to instigate hostilities on the Lebanese border in an effort to deflect
attention from the IDF’s war with Hamas. This included rocket fire, as well as anti- tank
missile fire at communities and military outposts, as well as gunfire. IDF troops are
stationed along the board in preparation for any escalation and are responding with air
strikes along the border.

Anti-tank missiles were fired at the northern communities of Rosh HaNikra, Kibbutz
Manara and Dvorit. Gunfire toward Zar'it was also reported.

Approximately thirty rocket launches were identified from Lebanon toward Israeli territory
although, as noted above, reports emerged that Hamas had taken responsibility for at least



some of those rockets. In one salvo of six rockets, five launches fell in open areas, and one
was successfully intercepted by the IDF Aerial Defense Array. IDF artillery is responding
toward the sources of the fire in Lebanon.

In response to the ongoing missile fire, the IDF continued to strike Hezbollah intelligence
and operational outposts along the Lebanon border. This included the observation point
from which anti-tank missiles were fired at Rosh HaNikra, as well as artillery fire toward
the source of the fire.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-
recap-hamas-israel-war-october-19th-2023-20-00-day-13/
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War October
20th, 2023 (20:00) - Day 14

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Who is Hamas?

I'm not talking about the Hamas that invaded Israeli homes and massacred men, women and
children. That Hamas has been well documented, unfortunately.

I’m talking about the Hamas that attacked and destroyed the Erez Crossing that was used by
thousands of Gazans every day to enter and work in Israel. The Hamas that attacked nine of
the ten power lines through which Israel had provided some half of all power in Gaza. The
Hamas that digs up water pipes and turns them into rockets. The Hamas that steals fuel from
humanitarian organizations, and yes, the Hamas that positions its weapons and command
centers in or near mosques, schools and homes in order to put its residents in the line of
fire.

The same Hamas that started this war and then prevented residents from finding cover by
confiscating car keys and physically blocking roads in Gaza.

This is the Hamas we face. A perverse organization that has spent years pulling the residents
of Gaza into war after war, all while endangering the people of Israel.

We have the right - and the obligation - to defend ourselves. As I’ve said before - this is not

a war that we started. It’s certainly not a war with the people of Gaza. But it’s a war that we
were pulled into and it’s a war that we will win.

Key Links

e These reservists' account of being dispatched to the City of Sderot on October 7th
after terrorists infiltrated the city.

e A message to the Jewish people in the diaspora from IDF Spokesperson Rear
Admiral Daniel Hagari:


https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/general-articles/without-hesitation-story-of-reservists-dispatched-to-terrorist-infested-sderot/

This video is age-restricted and only
available on YouTube. Learn more

Watch on YouTube

Gaza

The IDF continues to prepare for the next stage of the war. We maintain our aim of
destroying Hamas’ military and administrative capabilities and restoring security to the
people of Israel. Six Forward Logistics Centers were deployed in southern Israel in support
of these efforts.

Overnight, the IDF continued to strike Hamas targets while operating on both sides of the
security fence to gather intelligence and maintain the IDF’s operational freedom of action.

Over one hundred targets were hit overnight, including a Hamas terrorist from Hamas’ naval
commando who took part in the murderous massacres of October 7th. Other targets included
an underground tunnel, weapons storage sites and dozens of operational command centers.
Terror assets and weapons in a mosque in Jabaliya were destroyed as well.

The IDF continues to see southern Israel as a potentially active battlezone, with ongoing
infiltration or attempted attacks along the border. Over the past few days, at least one
terrorist was found alive in Israeli territory.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUc2Gd5cV7k&ab_channel=IsraelDefenseForces

Northern Arena

In addition to the 30,000 residents of the northern border cities that have been evacuated,
22,000 residents of Kiryat Shmona were also evacuated in order to preserve operational
flexibility when contending with the threat from Hezbollah.

Rocket attacks and attempted infiltrations from southern Lebanon continue. IDF forces
responded to the sources of fire as well as other Hezbollah military sites.

The IDF holds Lebanon responsible for all activity emanating from its borders.

Today (Friday), three Hezbollah terrorists were identified in the area of the border with
Lebanon and were struck by aircraft (see video footage here). IDF snipers also targeted
terrorists operating in the area of the border with Lebanon.

On Thursday night, in response to attacks along the border the IDF struck several Hezbollah
positions in southern Lebanon, focusing on operational and intelligence positions. In
addition, an IDF UAV struck Hezbollah terrorists who attempted to launch an anti-tank
missile at IDF forces (video).

Homefront

Israeli southern and central communities continue to be the target for rocket attacks from
Gaza, as well as northern communities from southern Lebanon.

The US Department of Defense also reported that its forces in the northern Red Sea had
intercepted three land attack cruise missiles and several drones launched by Houthi forces in
Yemen. This is an example of the aerial and missile defensive architecture that has been
built in the Middle East.

To date, families of 306 IDF soldiers have been notified about their loved ones being killed
in action and 203 families have been updated about their loved ones being abducted.

https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-recaps-daily-summaries-of-the-hamas-israel-war/daily-
recap-hamas-israel-war-october-20th-2023-20-00-day-14/
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Daily Recap: Hamas - Israel War, October
21st, 2023 (20:00) - Day 15

Field Notes from Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, IDF
Spokesperson to International Media

Two weeks have passed since Saturday, October 7th, and the world is beginning to forget.

Everyone in Israel has had a loved one killed or injured. We all have funerals to go to,
friends to bury, families to comfort.

Within that chaos, we must also endure global hate and ignorance from people who refuse to
comprehend that this isn’t a war between Israel and Gaza, but rather a war between Israel
and Hamas.

Strangers around the world hurry to dust off their signs and flags when we target and
neutralize known terrorists who are willing to kill and kidnap children, but sit silently when
a terrorist rocket explodes in a Gazan hospital or when Hamas threatens the lives of Gazans
attempting to evacuate south for their safety.

It is truly baffling how people condemn the IDF for striking terrorist targets before they
condemn Hamas for building terrorist infrastructure in civilian areas.

It is truly baffling how people condemn Israel for halting the electricity we were voluntarily
supplying to Gaza before they condemn Gaza’s elected governing body, Hamas, for not

supplying its civilians with electricity in the first place.

It is truly baffling how people will condemn Israel before they will condemn an
internationally recognized terrorist organization.

We are slipping into a time in which the facts of a matter are unimportant unless they are as
shocking or interesting as the lies spread regarding it.

The people of Israel are here, standing strong, fighting for their home.

Waiting for the world to see our reality.



Southern Arena:

Our forces in the field continue to train and prepare for the next stages of combat, including
ground operations.

Our goal remains to destroy Hamas’ military and administrative capabilities, and our top
operational priority remains to dismantle Hamas’ chain of command by neutralizing the
terrorist organization’s senior operatives.

The IDF continues to strike military targets belonging to terrorist organizations in Gaza,
including operational command centers, anti-tank missile launchers, strategic Hamas
infrastructure, and observation posts.

IDF forces deployed in the southern arena maintain high vigilance and are ready to face any
threat and prevent attempted infiltrations.




Northern Arena

Residents of the northern city of Kiryat Shmona have been instructed to evacuate to state-
funded accommodations for their own safety. Some have made a decision to stay, which
will be respected at this time in accordance with the security situational assessment.

Terrorists in southern Lebanon continue to fire anti-tank missiles at IDF forces and attempt
to infiltrate the State of Israel. The IDF is responding to every such attempt and attack by
striking Hezbollah terrorist targets or opening fire toward the origins of the attacks.

Yesterday, SSGT (res.) Omer Balva, a reservist in the Artillery Corps, was killed by anti-
tank missile fire adjacent to the northern border. The IDF will not stand by as its soldiers
and civilians are attacked.

Homefront

Israeli southern, central and northern communities continue to be targeted by rocket
barrages fired by Hamas and other terrorist organizations in Gaza and southern Lebanon,
including Islamic Jihad and Hezbollah.

Since Hamas started this war, 307 IDF soldiers have been killed in combat. 210 hostages are
being held hostage by Hamas in Gaza, and 100 people are still missing. Approximately
7,000 rockets have been launched toward Israeli territory, with 550 rockets misfiring and
falling within Gaza.

Attached is footage from IDF training exercises in preparation for further combat:
https://bit.ly/3s2kQpv

Attached is a link of the IDF website, where further updates on the fallen soldiers have been
published: https://www.idf.il/59780



https://bit.ly/3s2kQpv
https://www.idf.il/59780

Attached the following statement of the IDF Spokesperson RDML Daniel Hagar regarding
the danger of misfired rockets:
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