Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Swords of Iron: Hostages and Missing Persons Report

Hostages and missing persons update — updated to 24 February 2025

Hostages and missing persons update — 24 February 2025

On October 7, 2023, Hamas abducted 251 people from Israel. An additional four were
previously held in Hamas captivity (Total hostages held by Hamas - 255).

As of February 24, 2025, 63 hostages are still being held in captivity in Gaza:

e 62 hostages were abducted on October 7, 2023
o 1 deceased hostage, abducted in 2014: Hadar Goldin

Deceased hostages being held by Hamas:

o 36 deceased hostages are being held by Hamas in Gaza. These include:
o Hadar Goldin
o 35 hostages who were abducted on October 7.

Hostages abducted on October 7 held by Hamas:
62 people abducted by Hamas on October 7 are still in captivity:

e 59 men, 3 women, of whom:
o 57 Israelis and five foreign nationals (3 Thai nationals, 1 Nepali national, 1
Tanzanian national).
o Inaddition, 35 deceased hostages are being held by Hamas in Gaza (including 1
Tanzanian national and 2 Thai nationals).

Abducted hostages released/rescued from Hamas captivity:
Released and rescued: 192 hostages, of whom: 147 were released or rescued alive, 45 were
deceased.

Five Israelis were released before the deal (the ‘outline’) with Hamas and one was rescued
by IDF forces:

e 20 October 2023: Judith and Natalie Raanan were released and transferred to Israel at the
Gaza border.

e 23 October 2023: Nurit Cooper and Yochaved Lifshitz were released and transferred to
Egypt at the Rafah Crossing, from where they were returned to Israel.

e 30 October 2023: Operation Beginning of the Light - IDF soldier Pvt. Ori Megidish,
abducted to Gaza by Hamas terrorists on October 7, was rescued during a ground
operation in the Gaza Strip.
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81 Israeli citizens and 24 foreign nationals were released during the ‘outline’ deal
with Hamas (24-30 November 2023).

25 Israeli citizens and 5 Thai citizens were released between 19 January and 22
February 2025.

The bodies of 45 murdered hostages were returned to Israel.

o

15 November 2023: The body of Yehudit Weiss was located and retrieved to
Israel.

16 November 2023: The body of Noa Marciano was located and retrieved to
Israel.

29 November 2023: The body of Ofir Tzarfati was located and retrieved to Israel.
On 12 December 2023, information was released that the bodies of 2 hostages,
Eden Zecharya and IDF Warrant Officer Ziv Dado, were recovered by IDF forces
in Gaza and returned to Israel.

On 15 December 2023, information was released that the bodies of hostages Elia
Toledano, Corporal Nik Beizer, and Sgt. Ron Sherman, were located by IDF
forces in Gaza and returned to Israel.

In a joint IDF-ISA Spokespersons announcement, it was released that on 6 April
2024 Security forces located and returned to Israel from Khan Yunis in the Gaza
Strip the body of hostage Elad Katzir who was murdered in captivity by the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

On 17 May 2024, the bodies of hostages Amit Buskila, Shani Louk, Ron
Binyamin, and Itzhak Gelernter were retrieved in a combined IDF-ISA operation.
On 18 May 2024, the IDF reported that the body of Ron Binyamin was rescued in
a combined IDF-ISA operation on 17 May. His body was returned to Israel
together with the bodies of hostages Amit Buskila, Shani Louk, Ron Binyamin,
and ltzhak Gelernter

Overnight on 23 May 2024, a combined IDF-ISA force retrieved the bodies of
Orién Herndndez Radoux, Hanan Yablonka and Michel Nisenbaum, murdered
during the October 7 attack and abducted from the Mefalsim Junction.

On 25 July 2024, it was released that on 24 July IDF-ISA forces located and
rescued the body of hostage Maya Goren. The bodies of Master Sgt. (res.) Oren
Gildin, Staff Sgt. Tomer Ahimas, Sgt. Kiril Brodski and Sgt. Maj. (res.) Ravid
Aryeh Katz were located and rescued from Khan Yunis by forces of the 98th
Division.

During the night of 19 August 2024, IDF-1SA forces located in Khan Yunis and
returned to Israel the bodies of abductees Yagev Buchshtab, Alexander Dancyg,
Avraham Munder, Yoram Metzger, Nadav Popplewell, and Haim Perry.

In a joint IDF-ISA operation on 28 August 2024, Israeli forces retrieved the body
of an IDF soldier who fell in battle on October 7 and his body abducted to Gaza.
In accordance with his family’s wishes, his name was not released.

On 31 August 2024, IDF Spokesperson Daniel Hagari announced that six Israeli
hostages held in captivity in Gaza had been brutally murdered and their bodies
returned by IDF forces to Israel: Ori Danino, 25, of Jerusalem; Alexander
Lobanov, 32, of Ashkelon; Almog Sarusi, 27, of Ra’anana; Hersh Goldberg-
Polin, 23, of Jerusalem; Carmel Gat, 40, of Tel Aviv; Eden Yerushalmi, 24, of Tel
Aviv.
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On 4 December 2024, the IDF Spokesperson announced that in an ISA operation
assisted by the IDF, the body of abductee Itai Svirsky (38) was located in Gaza
and returned to Israel.

On 7 January 2025 IDF and ISA forces located in Gaza and returned to Israel the
bodies of oussef Hamis Ziyadne (53) and Hamza Ziyadne (23), father and son.
They were abducted alive on October 7 and subsequently murdered in Hamas
captivity.

On 19 January 2025 it was announced that in a special secret IDF-ISA operation,
the body of abducted soldier Sgt. Oron Shaul - killed in 2014 in the Battle of
Shuja'iyya during Operation Protective Edge, his body abducted by Hamas — was
retrieved and returned to Israel.

On 20 February 2025, 503 days after being brutally abducted to the Gaza Strip on
October 7, 2023, the coffins of three abductees were received by Israel:

Ariel Bibas (4), Kfir Bibas (10 months old), and Oded Lifshitz (83).

An additional body, purported to be that of Shiri Bibas, was also received.
However, the identification process revealed that the body was not that of Shiri
Bibas, nor was it a match for any other abductee.

After the completion of the identification process of the bodies by the National
Center for Forensic Medicine in cooperation with the Israel Police, IDF
representatives informed the Bibas family that their loved ones, Ariel and Kfir
Bibas, had been identified. According to the assessment of the professional
bodies, and based on intelligence and forensic findings from the identification
process, Ariel and Kfir Bibas were brutally murdered in captivity in November
2023 by terrorists. The IDF spokesperson added that “the terrorists did not shoot
them - they murdered them with their hands. They then committed terrible acts to
try to cover up the atrocities.”

Oded Lipshitz was murdered in captivity by the Islamic Jihad terrorist
organization.

After the completion of the identification process by the National Center for
Forensic Medicine and the Israel Police, IDF representatives informed the Lifshitz
family that their loved one, Oded Lifshitz, was murdered in captivity by the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad terrorist organization.

Overnight on 21-22 February, the body of Shiri Bibas, 33, was transferred to
Israel. Shiri was murdered in the first weeks of the war (November 2023) with her
children Kfir and Ariel, 33.

7 Israelis were rescued alive by security forces:

Operation Golden Hand: On 12 February 2024, security forces rescued Louis Har (71) and
Fernando Marman (61), who were abducted by Hamas from Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak on October 7
and held in Rafah.
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Operation Arnon*: In a complex daytime operation in Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip on 8
June 2024, Israeli security forces rescued Noa Argamani (25), Almog Meir Jan (21), Andrey
Kozlov (27), and Shlomi Ziv (40) who were abducted by the Hamas terrorist organization from
the Nova Music Festival on October 7th, 2023.

*QOperation Arnon was previously named Operation Summer Seeds. The name was changed in
honor of Chief Inspector Arnon Zamora of the elite YAMAM Counter-Terror Unit, who
commanded the team that rescued three of the four hostages who was critically wounded during
the rescue operation. He was transferred to hospital but succumbed to his wounds.

In a complex joint IDF-ISA operation on 27 August 2024, Farhan Al-Qadi (52) was rescued
and returned to Israel

Hostages released during the outline (24-30 November 2023):
Stage I: Friday, 24 November - 24 hostages released, including 11 foreign nationals:

After approximately 7 weeks of fighting in Gaza, the first stage of the hostage return outline took
place. 24 children, women and men returned to Israel, of which 13 were Israeli citizens and 11
foreign nationals (19 Thai nationals and one Philippines national)

Israeli citizens:

Yaffa Adar, 85, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

Channa Peri, 79, of Kibbutz Nirim - Kidnapped from her home.

Hanna Katzir, 77, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

Raz Katz Asher, 4, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

Aviv Katz Asher, 2, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

Doron Katz Asher, 34, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home with her young

children.

e Ruth Munder, 78, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home together with her
husband Abraham, daughter Keren and grandson Ohad.

« Keren Munder, 54, Kfar Saba - Kidnapped from her parents’ home in Kibbutz Nir Oz
with her parents and her son.

e Ohad Munder, 9, of Kfar Saba - Kidnapped from his grandparents’ home in Kibbutz Nir

Oz.

Emilia Aloni, 5, of Yavneh - Kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz with her mother.

Daniel Aloni, 44, of Yavneh - Kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz with her daughter.

Adina Moshe, 72, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

Margalit Mozes, 78, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

Foreign nationals:

Thai national Uthai Sangnuan
Thai national Uthai Thunsri

Thai national Buddee Saengboon
Thai national Bancha Kongmanee
Thai national Wichai Kalapat, 28.
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Thai national Withoon Phumee, 33.

Thai national Mongkhol Phajuabboon

Thai national Boonthom Phankhong

Thai national Santi Boonphrom

Thai national Natthawaree Moonkan

Philippines national Gelienor (Jimmy) Pacheco, 37, caregiver of Amitai Ben Zvi who
was killed. Kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz.

Stage I1: Saturday, 25 November - 13 Israeli citizens and 4 foreign Nationals were released:
Or Family:

e Noam Or, 17, of Kibbutz Be'eri - Kidnapped from his home.
e Alma Or, 13, of Kibbutz Be'eri - Kidnapped from her home.

Weiss family:

e Noga Weiss, 18, of Kibbutz Be'eri - Kidnapped from her home.
e Shiri Weiss, 53, of Kibbutz Be'eri - Kidnapped from her home.

Avigdor family:

e Noam Avigdori, 12, of Hod Hasharon - Kidnapped from Kibbutz Be'eri.
« Sharon Avigdori, 52, of Hod Hasharon - Kidnapped from Kibbutz Be'eri.

Haran and Shoham family

e Shoshan Haran, 67, of Kibbutz Be'eri - Kidnapped from her home.
e Yahel Gani Shoham, 3, of Ma'ale Tzviya - Kidnapped from Kibbutz Be'eri.
o Nave Shoham, 8, of Ma'ale Tzviya - Kidnapped from Kibbutz Be'eri.
e Adi Shoham, 38, of Ma‘ale Tzviya -Kidnapped from Kibbutz Be'eri with her family.
o Hila Rotem Shoshani, 13, of Kibbutz Be'eri - Kidnapped from her home.
Others:

o Maya Regev Jirbi, 21, of Herzliya -Kidnapped from the outdoor rave near Re'im.
o Emily Hand, 8, of Kibbutz Be'eri - Kidnapped from her home.

Stage I11: Sunday, 26 November - 17 hostages released, including three foreign nationals:
Israeli citizens:
e Avigail Idan, 4, of Kibbutz Kfar Aza - Kidnapped from her home, both her parents were
killed in the terror attack.
e Alma Avraham, 84, of Kibbutz Nahal Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

e Aviva Adrienne Siege, 62, of Kibbutz Kfar Aza - Kidnapped from her home.
e Ron Krivoi, 25, of Carmiel - Kidnapped from the outdoor rave near Kibbutz Re’im.
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The Brodetz family

o Hagar Brodetz, 40, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from her home with her three
children.

o Ofri Brodetz, 10, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from her home.

e Yuval Brodetz, 8, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from her home.

o Oriya Brodetz, 4, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from her home.

The Goldstein-Almog family
Chen Goldstein-Almog, 48, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from her home.
Agam Goldstein-Almog, 17, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from her home.

o Gal Goldstein-Almog, 11, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from his home.
« Tal Goldstein-Almog, 8, of Kibbutz Kfar Azza - Kidnapped from her home.
The Elyakim Family

o Dafna Elyakim, 15, of Kibbutz Nahal Oz - Kidnapped from her home.
o Ella Elyakim, 8, of Kibbutz Nahal Oz - Kidnapped from her home.

Foreign nationals:
« Thai national Phonsawan Pinakalo
o Thai national Surin Kesungnoen
e Thai national Wichian Temthon
Stage IV: Monday, 27 November
The fourth stage of the outline took place at the beginning of the eighth week of captivity in
Gaza: 11 Israeli citizens (children and women, all residents of Kibbutz Nir Oz) returned to
Israel.
o Eitan Yahalomi, 12 - Kidnapped from his home.
The Engel family:
« Karina Engel-Bart, 51 - Kidnapped from her home.
e Mika Engel, 18- Kidnapped from her home.
e Yuval Engel, 12- Kidnapped from her home.
The Cunio family:
e Sharon Aloni-Cunio, 34- Kidnapped from her home.

e Yuli Cunio, 3- Kidnapped from her home.
e Emma Cunio, 3- Kidnapped from her home.
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The Calderon family:

Sahar Calderon, 16 - Kidnapped from her home.
Erez Calderon, 12- Kidnapped from her home.

The Yaakov family:

Or Yaakov, 16 - Kidnapped from his home.
Yagil Yaakov, 12 - Kidnapped from his home.

Stage V: Tuesday, 28 November — 12 hostages were released after 8 weeks in Hamas
captivity: 10 Israeli citizens and 2 Thai citizens.

Israeli citizens:

Tamar Metzger, 78, of Kibbutz Nir Oz — Kidnapped from her home together with
husband Yoram Metzger (80), who remains a hostage in Gaza.

Ditza Heiman, 84, of Kibbutz Nir Oz — Kidnapped from her home.

Noralin Babadila, 60, of Yehud. Philippines-born, she was taken from Kibbutz Nirim on
the day of the attack. Her Israeli-born husband Gideon Babani was killed. The couple
were visiting friends on the kibbutz.

Ada Sagi, 75, of Kibbutz Nir Oz — Kidnapped from her home.

Ofelia Adit Roitman, 77, of Kibbutz Nir Oz - — Kidnapped from her home.

Rimon Kirsht Buchshtav, 36, of Kibbutz Nirim. She was taken from her home together
with her husband, Yagev Buchshtav, 34, who remains a hostage in Gaza.

Meirav Tal, 53, of Rishon LeZion. She was abducted from Kibbutz Nir Oz together with
her partner Yair Yaakov, 59, the father of brothers Or Yaakov, 16, and Yagil Yaakov, 13,
who were released on Monday, 27 November. Yair remains in captivity.

Leimberg family:

Gabriela Leimberg, 59, of Jerusalem - Taken from Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak where she was
visiting relative Clara Marman.

Mia Leimberg, 17, of Jerusalem - Taken from Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak where she was
visiting relative Clara Marman.

Clara Marman, 63, of Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak. Taken from her home in Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak
together with visiting relatives Gabriela and Mia Leimberg.

Thai nationals:

Pattanayut Tonsakree
Owat Suriyasri, 40, father of two.
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Stage VI: Wednesday, 29 November
The sixth stage of the hostage return outline took place after 54 days in Hamas captivity -
12 Israeli citizens and four Thai nationals were released.

Gal Tarshansky (13)
Amit Shani (15)

Liam Or (18)

Itay Regev Jerbi (18)
Ofir Engel (17)

Yarden Roman-Gat (35)
Moran Stela Yanai (40)
Liat Binin Atzili (49)
Ra'aya Rotem (54)

Raz Ben-Ami (56)

The above are in addition to two citizens who were released Wednesday evening:

e Yelena Trupanov (50)
e lrena Tati (73)

Four Thai nationals were also released.

Stage VII: Thursday, 30 November
The seventh stage in the outline took place after the hostages had been held in Hamas
captivity for 54 days - 8 Israeli citizens were released.

Shani Goren (29)

Nili Margalit (41)

Ilana Gritzewsky Kimchi (30)
Sapir Cohen (29)

Bilal Ziyadne (18)

Aisha Ziyadne (17)

Released earlier today were:

e Mia Shem (21)

e Amit Soussana (40)
Hostages released during the outline (19 January-22 February 2025):
19 January 2025

After 471 days in captivity in Gaza, the first phase of the hostage release plan was
implemented.
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Three Israeli civilians were released from Hamas captivity:

e Romi Gonen (24)
o Emily Damari (28)
e Doron Steinbrecher (31)

25 January 2025

After 477 days in captivity in Gaza, the second phase of the hostage release plan was
implemented, the return of four female IDF soldiers:

e Liri Albag (19),
o Karina Ariev (20),
o Daniella Gilboa (20),
o Naama Levy (20)

30 January 2025

After 482 days in captivity in Gaza, the third phase of the hostage release plan was
implemented.

Three Israeli citizens and five Thai nationals were returned:
Israeli citizens:

e Arbel Yehoud (29)
e Agam Berger (19)
e Gad Moshe Mozes (80)

Thai nationals:

Thenna Pongsak (36)
Sathian Suwannakham (35)
Sriaoun Watchara (33)
Seathao Bannawat (28)
Rumnao Surasak

1 February 2025

After 484 days in captivity in Gaza, the fourth phase of the plan to return the hostages was
implemented.

Three Israeli citizens were returned:
e Yarden Bibas (35)

o Ofer Kalderon (54)
o Keith Siegel (65)
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8 February 2025

After 491 days in captivity in Gaza, the fifth phase of the plan to return the hostages was
implemented.

Three Israeli citizens were returned:
e Ohad Ben-Ami (56)
e OrlLevy(34)
e Eliyahu Sharabi 53)

15 February 2025

After 505 days in captivity in Gaza, the sixth phase of the plan to return the hostages was
implemented.

Sixlsraeli citizens were returned:
« lair Horn (46)
o Alexander (Sasha) Troufanov (29)
e Sagui Dekel Chen (36)

22 February 2025

After 505 days in captivity in Gaza, the seventh phase of the plan to return the hostages
was implemented.

Six Israelis were returned:
Omer Wenkert
Eliya Cohen

Tal Shoham
Omer Shem Tov

Returned after over a decade in Hamas captivity:
o Hisham al-Sayed
e Avera Mengistu

Source: National Public Diplomacy Directorate | Prime Minister’s Olffice
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