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Spotlight: Efforts by the IDF and COGAT
to Preserve and Maintain Water Infrastructure
In the Gaza Strip

Recent reports have alleged that the State of Israel and the IDF deliberately damage water
infrastructure in the Gaza Strip and use water as a "weapon." This document aims to refute these
claims by highlighting the IDF and COGAT's efforts to ensure adequate water supply for Gaza
residents, facilitate the maintenance of water infrastructure, and present the factual situation on
the ground, demonstrating no water shortage in the Gaza Strip.

ccording to the World Health Organization (WHO), the minimum daily water requirement for
individuals in conflict zones is 15 liters. Israel meets and significantly exceeds this standard.

1) As a general rule, the IDF maintains a clear distinction between its relentless fight against
terror organizations in Gaza and its commitment to minimizing harm to uninvolved civilians. This
principle is a central consideration in the IDF's decision-making and operational planning
processes.

2) As part of this distinction, COGAT continues to facilitate and coordinate regular humanitarian
activities in the Gaza Strip, including providing food, water, medical supplies, shelter equipment,
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and refueling essential infrastructure throughout the region. These efforts are coordinated with
humanitarian organizations operating in the area, including the UN and its agencies. The
humanitarian effort is dynamic, adapting to the evolving humanitarian and operational conditions.
Notably, since the second week of the conflict, Israel has actively supplied water to Gaza through
ater pipelines within Israeli territory, including sending Israeli teams to repair damaged lines
during ongoing hostilities. Special emphasis has been placed on preserving and bolstering the
ater sector in Gaza to ensure optimal access to potable water for the local civilian population.

3) Before the war began, Gaza'’s water supply originated from local pumping and desalination
facilities. Israel also provided water via three pipelines (Birkat Sa'id, Bani Suheila, and the
northern pipeline). These pipelines were damaged during the conflict but were repaired and
maintained. By early May, all three pipelines were fully operational, providing standard water flow
to the northern and central regions of the Gaza Strip.

Since the beginning of the conflict, hundreds of coordination efforts and humanitarian activities
have been undertaken to improve the water supply in Gaza, including hundreds of humanitarian
coordination’s in the southern Gaza Strip and hundreds in the north. These coordination’s
included the refueling of water pumping facilities and the repair of water infrastructure.




4) The following is a breakdown of water sources and supply levels in various areas of the Gaza
Strip:

e The Northern Gaza Strip: Water is supplied via the northern pipeline and local wells in
Gaza City and Jabalia, delivering approximately 32,270 cubic meters daily (around 107
liters per person per day).

e The Central Gaza Strip: Water is supplied through two pipelines (Birkat Sa'id and Bani
Suheila), two desalination facilities (Deir al-Balah and the southern plant), and central



wells. These sources provide approximately 62,509 cubic meters daily (around 34 liters
per person).

o Rafah Area: Water is supplied primarily through local wells, delivering about 1,000 cubic
meters daily (around 20 liters per person per day). Additionally, since the start of the

conflict, two water pipelines from Egypt, supported by Emirati coordination, have been
operational, with Israel continuing to facilitate their activity.
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5.lsrael has coordinated the repair of the "Kela" electricity line for the operation of the Khan Yunis
desalination plant, to support water provision to the population in the area.



6.Water also enters the Gaza Strip continuously on humanitarian aid trucks.

These actions, their outcomes, and ongoing monitoring underscore the commitment of the IDF
and the State of Israel to improving the humanitarian situation in Gaza. They also reflect the
consistent policy of enhancing and increasing the coordination of humanitarian aid and support
or local humanitarian activities.
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