
 
 
Supreme Court of the State of New York 
County of New York 
____________________________________ 
      ) 
Bibliotechnical Athenaeum,   ) 
      ) 
   Plaintiff,  ) 
      ) Index No. 653668/2016  
 - against -    ) 
      )  
National Lawyers Guild, Inc.,  &   )  
The National Lawyers Guild   ) 
Foundation, Inc.    ) 
      ) 
   Defendants.  ) 
      ) 
____________________________________) 
 

Notice of Motion 
 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, upon the Affirmation of Benjamin Ryberg and 

with attachments, and all prior pleadings and proceedings heretofore in this matter, the 

Plaintiff will move this Court in Room 130 at the Supreme Court, New York County, 60 

Centre Street, New York, New York, 10007, at 9:30 A.M. on the 14th day of September, 

2018, or as soon thereafter as counsel may be heard, for an order awarding partial 

summary judgment pursuant to CPLR 3212. 

 The above entitled action is a discrimination claim under state and local Human 

Rights Laws. 

[continued on next page] 
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 Please take notice that any answering affidavits or any notice of cross-motion, 

with supporting papers, must be served at least 7 days before the above return date 

pursuant to CPLR 2214. 

 

       The Lawfare Project 
 
       /s/ Benjamin Ryberg 
      by:________________________________ 
       Benjamin Ryberg 
       Attorney for Plaintiff 
       633 Third Avenue 21st Floor 
       New York, NY 10017 
       Tel. 212-339-6995 
 
Dated: August 16, 2018 
 New York, NY 
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Supreme Court of the State of New York 
County of New York 
____________________________________ 
      ) 
Bibliotechnical Athenaeum,   ) 
      ) 
   Plaintiff,  ) 
      ) Index No. 653668/2016  
 - against -    ) 
      )  
National Lawyers Guild, Inc.,  &   )  
The National Lawyers Guild   ) 
Foundation, Inc.    ) 
      ) 
   Defendants.  ) 
      ) 
____________________________________) 
 

Affirmation of Benjamin Ryberg in Support of Motion for  
Partial Summary Judgment 

 
 Benjamin Ryberg, an attorney duly admitted to practice before the Courts of the 

State of New York, affirms the following statement to be true under penalty of perjury: 

1. I am the attorney for the Plaintiff ("Bibliotechnical") in the above-referenced 

matter. I respectfully submit this affirmation in support of Bibliotechnical's motion for 

summary judgment. 

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a copy of an Affidavit of David Abrams, who 

acted on behalf of the Plaintiff in this matter. 

3. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 are copies of the most recent pleadings in this matter. 

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a copy of my memorandum of law. 

5. Accordingly, I respectfully request that the Court award partial summary 

judgment against Defendant National Lawyers Guild, Inc. in the form of an injunction as 

set forth in more detail in my memorandum of law. 
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6. As set forth in more detail in my memorandum of law, if the Court awards the 

injunction, my client is willing to withdraw any claim for compensatory or punitive 

damages as well as a claim for liability against the remaining Defendant. 

7. Thus, if the Court grants this motion, there would be no issues left to try. 

 

       The Lawfare Project 
 
       /s/ Benjamin Ryberg 
      by:________________________________ 
       Benjamin Ryberg 
       Attorney for Plaintiff 
       633 Third Avenue 21st Floor 
       New York, NY 10017 
       Tel. 212-339-6995 
 
Dated: August 16, 2018 
 New York, NY 
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Supreme Court of the State of New York

County ofNew York

Bibliotechnical Athenaeum.

Plaintiff.

Index No. 653668/2016
- agains1 -

National Lawyers Guild, inc.. &
The National Lawyers Guild

Foundation, Inc. )

Defendants. )

)

Affipavit of David Abrams in Support of Motion for Summary Judanent

State ofNew York )

ss.:

County of New York )

I. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true copy of Defendant National 1.awyers Guild

[nc.'s ("NLG's") brochure for its annual convention which was to be held in Manhattan in

Augus1 of 2016. 1 downloaded Exhibit A from NI.G's website.

2. Page 7 of Exhibit A is the registration form. From the registration form, which

contains a schedule of prices for members and non-members. it is clear tha1 all aspects of

the convention, including the banquet and Dinner Journal. were held completely open to

members of the general public and not limited in any way. (Except, of course. when it

comes to israelis.)

3. This is confirmed by Exhibit B. the brochure for Dinner Journal ads (also

downloaded from NLG's website), which states: "Placing an ad in the journal is a great

way to congratulate our outstanding honorees thttp://www.nts.org/convention/2016-nig-
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honorees), recognize this year's keynote speaker. lille Hearns. publicize your firrn or

organization. or just share a message of your own-all while supporting the
Guild!"

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true copy of an e-mail exchange between myself

(on behalf of the Plaintiff in this matter) and an anonymous representative of NLG. Also

included in Exhibit C is a copy of the ad I tried to place. (PlaintitT in this matter is an

Israeli corporation.1

5. As the Court can see. there is and can be no dispute that: ( I ) I attempted to place

an ad in the Dinner Journal on behalfof the Plaintiff in this matter: (2) to that end. I paid

NLG 5200 via a credit card: (3) and the ad, which was otherwise not objectionable. was

rejected solely due to the national origin and citizenship status of the Plaintiff in this

matter.

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit D is a copy of the actual Dinner Journal in which my

ad would have run had it been accepted. I downloaded it frorn NLG's website. As the

Court can see, the ad I tried to place was typical of those contained in 1he dinner journal.

David Abrams deposes and says. that be/she is principal of the PlaintilT

herein: that he/she has read (or had read to hirn/her) the foregaing Affidavit and knows

the content thereof; that the same is true of his/her own knowledge except as to the

matters therein stated on information and belief and that as to those matters. be/she

believes the same to be true.

Subscribed and affirmed under penalty of perjury to before me this

day of , 20

7 Notary Pubhc. State of Ne v. · . -·

No 02BE5033470
QuakfMid m New York Cow

Exprea Septembe .·1

2
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The New York City Chapter is thrilled to welcome you to the 2016

NLG Convention. It has been a long while since the convention was

last held in NYC. Through the generous co-sponsorship of the Public

Interest Law Center at NYU School of Law, induding Dean Trevor

Morrison, Assistant Dean for Public Service Lisa Hoyes and Prof.

Helen Hershkoff, our conference this year has access to wonderful

Greenwich Village classroom meeting facilities and dormitory

housing. Our sincere thanks to NYU for partnering with us.

2016 is turning out to be a turning point year for law in our country.

Thus, we feel especially privileged to engage allies from social justice

organizations in New York and the East Coast in discussions about
- - -

the future of crucial progressive issues. The Supreme Court is in the ..

balance for the next generation; public figures project a vision which

is less fair, less tolerant, and downright racist. Shocking as these times

are, this is when the NLG needs to be at its best to defend
peoples'

rights.

Hard times have often brought out the best in the NLG. From

the Guild's early beginnings, when it was formed as a racially and

ethnically integrated alternative to the segregated American Bar

Association, NLG-NYC members have played an integral role. The

organizational meeting proposing the creation of the NLG took

place at the City Club in December of 1936. NYC provided the first

national NLG President, Frank P. Walsh and now proudly our current

President, Natasha Lycia Ora Bannan.

Since then, NLG-NYC members have joined with leaders across

the nation in every major program and project of the Guild, initiating

national projects that continue today-from Leonard Boudin's

leadership in the first Labor Law Committee, to Marty Popper's
4 I

defense of the Hollywood 10 at the HUAC trials. NYC also gave

us Arthur Kinoy, who represented the Chicago 8, Julius and Ethel

Rosenberg, and testified before the HUAC. Arthur also co-founded the

Center for Constitutional Rights 50 years ago, along with the legendary

William Kunstler who answered the call to come to Attica's D-yard to

negotiate for the human rights of the prisoners at the rebellion.

NYC also gave us former NLG President Victor Rabinowitz and his

law partner Leonard Boudin, who represented the revolutionary

government of Cuba, and their partner Michael Krinsky continues that A view of the People's Climate March in Manhattan, September 2014.

work today. Michael Krinsky broughtMGv.AttomeyGenem/to hold

the FBI accountable for its COINTELPRO activities. Village, one of the most historic areas of the ci . "The
Village"

was a

Former NLG President Haywood Burns, who was the coordinator
hub of the Underground Railroad, a crucible o the Labor Mostmcat,

of the defense of the Attica criminal cases, worked with Dr. Martin
and an incubator of literature, art and azz. The ConventiGn will hold

Luther King, Jr. and defênded Angela Davis; Mary Kaufman, who was
its NLG Student Mixer at the Stonewal Inn, birthplace of the modern

an observer at the Nurembarg Trials, organized the first Mass Defense LGBTQ m0vemêñt. We also urge visitors to pause m front of two

Office at the NYC Chapter in 1968, training kndicds of young
notable NLG historic sites: 23 Cornelia Street, which was the home

lawyers who provided legal support and representation for striking
of the 1970's National Office and NYC Chapter; and 640 Broadway,

Columbia University students, the Black Panthers, the Young Lords,
home of the NY Law CGmmünt, which defended the Black Panthers

the Weathermen, and countless others.
and helped launch the network of NLG-related law co!!ertives which

The Guild's unique strength is each new generation,
committe caught the national imagmation

themselves to
peoples'

movements. In the last year alone, NLG-NYC
While here, we also ur you to explore other areas of the city.

committees have successfully supported parole seekers in state Cultura!!y significant nê sheeds such as Harlem, the Lower East

prisons, hosted num ou3 CLEs on a range of topics, Legal Observed Side, Fort Greene, Jackson Heights, and others are just minutes away.

dozens of mass mobi!!zations, coordinated legal representation for
And if you need advice on where to enjoy the nightlife, just ask a NYC

protestors from the #BlacklivesMatter,
immigrants'

rights, economic
Guild member-we're more than willing to show you around! We

justice, housing, and Occupy Wall Street movements, and provided
hope you enjoy your stay!

trainings and networking events to the next generation of legal
-Carl Lipscombe, President

workers, law students, and attorneys in the movement.
Suan Howard, Executive Director

This year, our convention will take place in legendary Greenwich
NLG-NYC Chapter
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At every NLG #Law4thePeople C0ñvêñticñ, we honor mêmbêrs and friends of the Guild whose exemplary work and

activism capture the spirit of "law for the
people,"

and speak to the Guild's phMr phy of human rights over pr0pêrty

interests. Please join us in congP+"h+¹~; our 2016 h0ñGrêês!

.

L

SOFFIYAH ELIJAH ALBERT WOODFOX JAVIER MALDONADO
AUDREY BOMSE Law for the People Award Arthur Kinoy Award Carol Weiss King Award

Debra Evenson Award

EMILY BOCK MICHAEL DEUTSCH NOELLE HANRAHAN

C.B. King Award Ernie Goodman Award Legal Worker Award

Pay tribute to the awardees with a message in the 2016 #Law4thePeople CGñvêñ‡:0ñ Dinner journal!

Each year, the NLG National Office publishes a keepsake booklet in honor of the NLG awardees. The Dinner Journal is distributed at the Friday Night

Banquet and cherished by Guild members for years to come. Placing an ad in the journal is a great way to congratulate our outstanding honorees,

recognize this year's keynote speaker, Elle Hearns, publicize your firm or organization, or just share a message of your own-all while supporting the

Guild! To learn more about our honorees or to reserve ad space, visit nIg.org/diññêrj0ürnal

New York University School of Law's Public Interest Law Center (PILC) is dé|?ghted to co-host the CGascat|sn and to welcome the NLG back to

campus! While much has changed in the world since the last time PILC co-sponsored the CGñvêñt|GA in 1993, one thing remains the same:

passionate students yearn to address the world's injustices. PILC is honored that the NLG will bring a vibrant conversation about social justice

to our students and campus this summer by hosting a "town
square"

for the legal c to address issues of racial, economic and global

justice.

For those who are ed=HBr with PILC, it was one of the first free-standing public interest centers at a U.S. law school. PILC was founded

over 40 years ago with the goal of nraviding subgantia! instituti0ñal support to students inspired by movements for equality. Since that time,

PILC has served as a model for other law schools wishing to support students in similar ways, and it has pornstcd a culture of cenaberat!en

among law schools across the nation. PILC is especially proud of its annual Public Interest Legal Career Fair, which it hosted for the 39th time

this year, connecting hundree of employers with students from 21 law schools in the New York region.

NYU Law students, faculty and staff look forward to welcoming the NLG this summer and to exchanging ideas for presethg justice at this

critical time.

-Lisa Hoyes, Assistant Dean for Public Service

New York University School of Law
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NEW! Welcome Reception at the Center for Cuban Studies

On Wednesday, 5 PM -7 PM, join us for the Guild's Convention welcome reception, hosted

by Guild President Natasha Lycia Ora Bannan, the Guild International Committee's Cuba

. I Subcommittee and our friends at the Center for Cuban Studies! We will be in the amazing

. g Cuban Art Space, surrounded by artwork by some of Cuba's most renowned contemporary artists

(artwork available for purchase). We will celebrate the resumption of diplomatic relations with

Cuba, with invited guests from Cuba, music, empanadas, rum punch and more!

Keynote Address: Elle Hearns; Arthur Kinoy & Carol Weiss King Award Presentations

Hear Elle Hearns deliver the keynote address to officially kick off the NLG 2016 #Law4thePeople Convention! Currently the

organizing coordinator fo the #BlacklivesMatter network, Elle is a revolutionary organizer, freedom fighter and strategy expert,

as well as a highly noted public speaker, facilitator, trainer and writer. We'll also be honoring former political prisoner and

Black Panther Party member Albert Woodfox with the Arthur Kinoy Award and Javier Maldonado will receive the Carol Weiss

King Award from the National Immigration Project for his work at the intersection of immigration and criminal law. (No cost,

open to all!)

Inter-Gen Student Mixer at Stonewall Inn

Come join Guild students for an inter-generational mixer at the historic Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village at

our annual student party! Just a short walk from the NLG convention site at NYU, and guaranteed to be a great

time! The Stonewall riots that took place in June 1969 are considered one of the most important events in the

fight for LGBTQ rights in the United States. The NLG is honoring this history with a queer/trans liberation dance

party, where we will be celebrating queer elders and trans leaders induding Miss Major and Jay Toole! Entry is

FREE and all are welcome!

Annual Awards Banquet

What is the annual NLG banquet? Food, drinks, music

and laughter; photos and stories about Guild victories;

meeting of friends old and new; and recognizing the

outstanding work of our members with the Law for T •

the People, Ernie Goodman, Legal Worker, and C.B.

King Awards. By evening's end, we leave with renewed

solidarity-the nourishment that fuels our work all year

We'll be celebrating on the rooftop of the Manny Cantor

Center in Manhattan's Lower East Side. The event sells

out every year, so don't miss it! (Ticket required, see

registration form.)

.., evr --
Wa!king Tour: Queer Village 1960s Walking Tour with Jay Toole

L - --
Come with me as I tell you about the 1960s ... and how the West Village was back then, what it looked

like..felt like ... The lesbian bars, Washington Square Park (my bench where I lived for years.) Learn

about all kinds of LGBTQ experiences and history details you won't find in the history books. Find out

what really happened at night in the Women's House of D (Detention) from someone who spent much

time there, learn about why the mafia ran the early gay bars and more!

Bus Tour: Land Use and Gentrification in NYC's Lower East Side
°' ---------- -

NYC's Lower East Side (re-dubbed the "East
Village"

in the 1960s), has for more than a century been

an incubator of new cultures and more recently, a political battleground as communities hold on against the onslaught of gentrification. Enjoy a

brief tour of this amazing neighborhood with Land Use expert and CUNY Law professor Andrea McArdle, activist East Village denizen and former

NLG executive director Heidi Boghosian, and LES community organizer and NLG-NYC executive director Susan Howard, for a sampler of the history,

struggles and culture spanning this extraordinary community.
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I

2016 LAW FOR THE PEOPLE
CONVENTIDN·

REG6TRATIONFORM
I *¾ I

Co-sponsored by the NYU 5Ehœl Di Law Pubric Inletest Law
Center*

and the NLG Fourdation oay

GrentMt.howsludensm;d20Mgmdootes wriwferegstran.Wsùngarg.mycommootope-rgsfer

I Name O Attomey U tegdl worker O Law 5tudent O Ott er

Address: City 5tate. Tp.

Phone Emal.

a
Gende pronoun. Accesselity Needs

I
MLG Metatzr kgEs Non-Memberitates

y *dresaamekeap)me30 b hphr %lse hphr

| Law %dm15 550 500 565 575

0theft Incorne uncler $25.000 $150 $180 1190 $225

Income 525.00D - 34.999 5190 52% 1225 5250

Irnome $35.0CE) - 84.999 $200 $225 $250 $280

Income $45.0DD - M.999 5240 $265 $300 $330
u I

Income $65,000 - 74,999 $275 $300 $345 5375

Income $75,000 99.999 $360 $380 $450 $475

I I
a Income 900,000 - 199.999 MSD $463 $560 5575

Income$2DD.000- 500 $520 163 $650

I I
I I

PAYMENT AMOUN1:

Lonvention Registratiarr (number1 5

a . 1

MembeGhip Dues |if lapsed) (nurriberj
- I

Friday NIgtil Bdnquet ($75/5tudents $35I (numbe1) : $

Donatori to TLIPCCC trave.silpend = $

I
Dona1·on to sAsidire NLG studen6

Donakan ro:rieNLG

I
Dinner Journal Ad (see ole.org/dinner|0uma; ior ad rates and Mrs) Ad Type (cittle): A B { 0 F F G H $ u

I

totm =i

I

PAYMENT METHOD

O thckenclosed. 'nade payable to %llanal tawyers
Cwild"

MasterCard O Vl5Â: {ardholder Name: Cards

bp Date Biking ap. 5gnatre K

a 45f@OMW%†UeSS ( dfed fmm‰æ: _ _ _ _ _ _ ___

| I

TD(omplete rqlstratioft(choose one) 4tqùtmr«»i (Iput ad enkr cre ph n 0rt&regstram m beasik ouhr rarmam.

bypastg|mall'sendform withchat or credit cardinfo10. Natiaw Lawyers Guild. 132 Nassau 5t.. An'
922, New Vork. NY 10032

• by emat scan ed send this (ormleled form (Eredit card only) to y¡üt a

online: gilp the paperwork and regste onlloe (cedil ryd only) t Iµ p
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national lawyers guild foundation

132 Nassau Street, Room 922

New York, NY 10038

#Law4thcI'copic @NLGnews /NLGnational

SHARE A MESSAGE IN THIS YEAR'S DINNER JOURNAL

AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NLG!

NBER

WWW.NLG.ORG/DINNERJOURNAL

All NLG #Law4thePeople venues * NYU uW "ª' °""

are ADA a«essible. foundar on

Cover image by Judith Rew
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