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Gaza Takeover: Suhail Al-Hindi and the Hamas Capture of UNRWA

Part I of this report examines the case study of senior Hamas terrorist Suhail Al-Hindi to understand how 
Hamas took over UNRWA’s education system in Gaza. The report reveals UNRWA’s repeated capitulation to 
coordinated extortion tactics by Hamas and the UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union, focusing on UNRWA’s longtime 
employment of Suhail Al-Hindi and his UNRWA-Hamas associates in Gaza.

From 2006 to 2017, Al-Hindi was both a Hamas leader and an UNRWA school principal and head of the 
UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union, overseeing 8,000 teachers and 220,000 students in 240 schools. Al-Hindi was 
forced to resign from UNRWA in 2017, after his election to the Hamas politburo that year was publicized, 
Israel o�cially complained, and media attention followed.

A few months after his resignation, Al-Hindi was already appearing at Hamas rallies alongside Hamas Gaza 
leader Yahya Sinwar. He went on to head the Hamas “March of Return” committee, a Hamas initiative billed 
as “peaceful protests” — but which in fact was designed to test and study Israeli defenses in preparation for 
the Hamas invasion which eventually took place on October 7th. In that capacity, Al-Hindi encouraged his 
massive network of UNRWA teachers and students to join the marches. In his public statements since at least 
April 2022, Al-Hindi foreshadowed the October 7th attack. And right after October 7th, the longtime UNRWA 
educator proudly celebrated the massacre as an unprecedented Hamas “achievement.” Since October 7th, 
Al-Hindi has emerged as a key Hamas spokesperson and member of the Hamas cease�re negotiating team.

Al-Hindi’s Hamas membership was no secret. As is common knowledge in Gaza, his entire family is 
a�liated with Hamas. Al-Hindi himself has been involved with the terror group since its founding in 1987. 
Unsurprisingly, his rise to prominence in Hamas paralleled his rise at UNRWA. Although UNRWA was well 
aware of Al-Hindi’s Hamas connections, it chose to ignore them. When Al-Hindi appeared at events with 
Hamas leaders and honored terrorists at school events, UNRWA did nothing.

2011: UNRWA Suspends Al-Hindi Over Hamas Ties, Backs Down  
Under Hamas Pressure

The only time that UNRWA attempted to �re Al-Hindi was in 2011, after he had appeared on stage with Hamas 
leader Ismail Haniyeh. In response to UNRWA suspending him for three months, Al-Hindi orchestrated a 
three-month pressure campaign, shutting down UNRWA schools and services multiple times for extended 
periods and threatening UNRWA. At the end of the three months, not only was Al-Hindi back at work, but he 
had succeeded in pressuring UNRWA to cave in to his broader demand not to discipline any UNRWA employee 
for Hamas activities.18 Al-Hindi continued to coordinate with Hamas to employ these kinds of extortionist 
pressure tactics, often threatening violence, to force UNRWA management to backtrack on decisions that 
Al-Hindi considered to be harmful to Palestinian rights or identity — particularly relating to Holocaust 
education and maps used in schools which claim all of sovereign Israel as Palestine. In early 2017, the UNRWA 
Gaza Sta� Union led by Al-Hindi vehemently objected to UNRWA management’s new neutrality policies and 
training and refused to implement them.

2017: Al-Hindi Forced to Resign

Al-Hindi was forced to resign in April 2017 only because of external pressure from Israel after his election to 
the Hamas Politburo became public. At his retirement ceremony, Al-Hindi’s colleagues at the UNRWA Gaza 
Sta� Union praised him for saying ‘no’ to Holocaust education in UNRWA schools; for refusing to change 
the eliminationist maps used in schools; and for “standing up to the Agency’s policies against refugees and 
employees,” i.e., for ensuring UNRWA management would never enforce neutrality to stop employees from 
taking part in the Hamas terrorist group.19

18	 UNRWA and its Palestinian sta� understanding, Al Jazeera  (December 12, 2011), https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2011/12/12/-������-�����
���������� -����
��� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/QRCRa.  

19	 Professional Unions Gathering - Gaza Governorates, Facebook (May 4, 2017), https://www.facebook.com/
photo?
id=1034154790051554&set=a.101352179998491; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/6vx1z.  
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Lebanon Takeover: Fateh Sharif and  
the Hamas Capture of UNRWA

Part II of this report examines the case study of UNRWA Lebanon’s employment of Hamas terrorists as 
educators, focusing on the case of Fateh Sharif (a.k.a. Fathi or “Abo Amin” Sharif) — the UNRWA school 
principal and Head of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union, who oversaw 39,000 students and 2,000 teachers 
in 64 schools — as well as his UNRWA associates in Lebanon. When Sharif was eliminated in a targeted Israeli 
strike on September 30, 2024, the Hamas terrorist group eulogized him as their leader in Lebanon.

UNRWA Knew of Sharif’s Terror Ties

Sharif’s involvement in Hamas was no secret. For over a decade he had been publishing posts showing his 
Hamas ties on social media, as well as numerous photos of himself with terrorist leaders on a community 
website. Yet, instead of �ring Sharif, UNRWA awarded him with a certi�cate of appreciation.

Moreover, on November 8, 2023, UNRWA Lebanon Director Dorothee Klaus herself appeared at an event 
next to Sharif as he e�ectively proclaimed his allegiance to Hamas: “We are with the resistance, and we 
support the resistance.”24 She said nothing.

2024: Under Pressure, UNRWA Finally Suspends Sharif

For many years, UNRWA took no action. This changed in late February 2024, after it apparently received an 
o�cial complaint from the government of Israel and right after numerous donor states had frozen funding 
to UNRWA over its terror ties.25 UNRWA then suspended Sharif for neutrality violations on account of his 
activities for Hamas following October 7th, but quickly relegated the case to the backburner.

Shortly after UNRWA suspended Sharif, the Colonna Report was published on April 20, 2024.26 At a Geneva 
meeting of UNRWA’s Advisory Commission on June 25, 2024, UN Watch hand-delivered to Lazzarini27 a 
detailed dossier establishing the indisputable facts of Sharif’s close connections to Hamas leaders and open 
support for Hamas on his social media.28 When asked about the case at a UN press conference later that day, 

24	 @HillelNeuer, X (October 2, 2024, 7:24 AM), https://x.com/HillelNeuer/status/1841332604554858790. 

25	 See Daily Press Brie�ng, UN YouTube  (September 30, 2024, Minute 29:05), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlFnhNQsG3M; Full 
Transcript available here, https://press.un.org/en/2024/db240930.doc.htm. 

26	 Final Report for the United Nations Secretary-General, Independent Review of Mechanisms and Procedures to Ensure Adherence 
by UNRWA to the Humanitarian Principle of Neutrality, Colonna Review   (April 20, 2024), https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/
�les/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf. 

27	 @UNWatch, X (September 30, 2024, 7:29 PM), https://x.com/UNWatch/status/1840791185478058011. 

28	 Contempt for Colonna: UNRWA Leaders Continue to Promote Terrorism, UN Watch  (June 20, 2024), https://unwatch.org/contempt-for-
colonna-unrwa-leaders-continue-to-promote-terrorism-presented-to-parliament-of-the-netherlands-the-hague-20-june-2024/. 
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2011: UNRWA Suspends Al-Hindi  
Over Hamas Ties, Backs Down  
Under Hamas Pressure

In September 2011, UNRWA �nally took action against Al-Hindi for his Hamas activities after he had attended 
an event with Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and because of his 2001 appearance with Ahmed Yassin.58 Indeed, 
a year earlier, in May 2010, Al-Hindi had appeared on stage with Ismail Haniyeh at a Hamas event celebrating 
the importance of the professional unions in Gaza, including the UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union.59

Haniyeh praised the fact that “Palestinian industrial union work has produced many martyrs and 
prisoners” giving the examples of Hamas co-founder Dr. Abdul Aziz Rantisi, senior Hamas o�cial Ismail Abu 
Shanab, and Hamas leader Saeed Siam. Haniyeh also complimented the unions’ “role in the path of jihad and 
creating a developed civilization [aligned with Islamic principles], against the backdrop of the siege imposed 
on the Palestinian people.” Haniyeh promised the union members that he would “hold dedicated meetings 
with the relevant ministries and government agencies” to �nd solutions for any problems faced by the unions,60 
con�rming that Hamas was directly involved in UNRWA matters.

In September 2011, UNRWA informed Al-Hindi that he would be suspended for three months without 
pay and threatened to �re him if he continued his Hamas activities.61 According to Al-Hindi, UNRWA had 
actually approached him six months prior seeking to permanently dismiss him, but after lengthy internal 
consultations UNRWA management decided to suspend him for three months, warning that he would be 
dismissed if he continued his “external” activities.62 Indeed, in March 2011, Al-Hindi had protested UNRWA’s 
“policy of suspending any of the employees,” calling it a “policy of entrapment and blackmail,” and pledged to 
“stop this injustice against employees.”63

58	 Thursday: A comprehensive strike in UNRWA schools in Gaza, Palestinian Information Center  (September 28, 2011), https://palinfo.
com/news/2011/09/28/104748/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/f0fca. Union of Trade Unions threatens to escalate against UNRWA, Al 
Resalah (October 8, 2011), https://alresalah.ps/post/41365/������� -�� -�������� -���� -����
���-���
� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/wPjaT. 

59	 Haniyeh praises the role of professional unions in protecting the national project, Palestinian Information Center  (May 17, 2010), 
https://palinfo.com/news/2010/05/17/235289/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/euBQo. 

60	 Id. 

61	 Union of Trade Unions threatens to escalate against UNRWA, Al Resalah (October 8, 2011), https://alresalah.ps/post/41365/-����
���-���
�
������� -�� -�������� -���� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/wPjaT.

62	 News: UNRWA suspends Al-Hindi from work, Paltimeps  (September 8, 2011), https://paltimeps.ps/post/3001/-	� -������ -���
 -�������
����� .  

63	 UNRWA sta� union announces a series of escalating measures, Al Resalah (March 31, 2011), https://alresalah.ps/post/31711/-�••�• -���
�
•�����
 -��•��•� -• ­ €-	� -	 �� -�����‚�  . 
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Timeline of 2011 Al-Hindi Protests and Hamas Support

In September 2011, UNRWA informed Al-Hindi that he would be suspended for three months without pay 
and threatened to �re him if he continued his Hamas activities.76

September 8, 2011: Al-Hindi threatened “escalatory measures against UNRWA” if it does not back 
down, explaining that Union pressure had worked against UNRWA in the past to prevent his suspension.77

September 8, 2011: Hamas spokesman Taher Al-Nunu demanded UNRWA retract its suspension of 
Al-Hindi. 78

September 18, 2011: The UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union organized a sit-in tent in front of UNRWA Gaza 
headquarters to protest the suspension, as well as a series of partial protests.79

September 18, 2011: During the sit-in, Hamas Spokesman Mushir Al-Masri demanded UNRWA 
apologize “to the Palestinian people for insulting their symbols,” referring to Ahmed Yassin, whose 
2001 appearance with Al-Hindi, was one of the reasons for Al-Hindi’s suspension.80

September 28, 2011: The UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union announced a one-day general strike in all UNRWA 
schools in Gaza, as well as strikes and sit-ins in UNRWA’s other areas of operation, i.e., Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria, and the West Bank.81 Union spokesperson Youssef Hamdounah said that the Union intended to 
increase the “pressure on UNRWA management to retract its decision”82 and will impose “more severe 
and harsh” measures.83

October 2, 2011: Hamas spokesman Taher Al-Nunu issued another statement expressing “great 
concern” about UNRWA’s suspension of Al-Hindi which he characterized as a “political decision.” 
Al-Nunu accused UNRWA of violating neutrality and politicizing the agency by catering to “Ameri-
can-Israeli concepts.”84 Al-Nunu acknowledged Al-Hindi’s participation in both the Ismail Haniyeh 
event and the earlier Ahmed Yassin event, but characterized these as “ordinary community union 
activities” that cannot be the basis for “punishing employees,” and demanded UNRWA “reverse its 
decisions.”85 He emphasized that “UNRWA’s role is a functional one towards the refugees until their 
return” and that it has no political “authority” over “Palestinian society.”86

October 5, 2011: UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union held another general strike to protest Al-Hindi suspension 
shutting down all 243 schools in Gaza. Some 7,000 teachers were bused to UNRWA Gaza headquarters 
in Gaza City for a sit-in. In a speech, Al-Hindi declared that Palestinians consider UNRWA “a symbol of 
the cause of refugees” which “should be preserved until the Israeli occupation is removed.”87

76	 Union of Trade Unions threatens to escalate against UNRWA, Al Resalah (October 8, 2011), https://alresalah.ps/post/41365/-��������-�����
������� -�� -���
���� -���
 ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/wPjaT. 

77	 Hindi News: The Employees Union will take escalatory measures against UNRWA, Palestine Today (Sepember 8, 2011) https://paltoday.
ps/ar/post/118123/	��� -������ -�����-������ -�•  ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/DfaXV; Al-Aqsa is calling, Facebook (September 8, 
2011), https://www.facebook.com/photo?•id=245947802114107&set=a.175347552507466; Archive Link:  https://archive.ph/LAs3t . 

78	 Id. 

79	 Al-Aqsa is calling, Facebook (September 28, 2011), https://www.facebook.com/photo?•id=254491607926393&set=a.175347552507466; 
Archive Link:  

80	 Hamas accuses UNRWA of insulting Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and demands and apology, Al Watan Voice  (September 21, 2011), https://
www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2011/09/21/192026.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/XNF7r.  

81	 Thursday: A comprehensive strike in UNRWA schools in Gaza, Palestinian Information Center  (September 28, 2011), https://palinfo.
com/news/2011/09/28/104748/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/f0fca.  

82	 Al-Aqsa is calling, Facebook (September 28, 2011), https://www.facebook.com/photo?•id=254491607926393&set=a.175347552507466; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/XNF7r .  

83	 Thursday: A comprehensive strike in UNRWA schools in Gaza, Palestinian Information Center  (September 28, 2011), https://palinfo.
com/news/2011/09/28/104748/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/f0fca.   

84	 Gaza accuses UNRWA of politicizing its decisions, Al Jazeera  (October 2, 2011), https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2011/10/2/-�����•-•���-•• 
����­��€-‚��ƒ�� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/95P2Q.   

85	 Id.

86	 Id.

87	 Teachers protest at U.N. agency in Hamas-run Gaza, Reuters  (October 5, 2011), https://www.reuters.com/article/world/teachers-protest-
at-u-n-agency-in-hamas-run-gaza-idUSTRE79423R/. 
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Subsequent Protests Orchestrated by Al-Hindi Against UNRWA Management

Following this success, Al-Hindi continued to employ these kinds of intimidation tactics against UNRWA, 
supported by local terrorist groups, when future disputes arose. For example, for a period of close to two 
months from December 2013 to January 2014, the Al-Hindi-led UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union orchestrated 
paralyzing strikes against UNRWA to protest cuts to employees, salaries, and services.92 At various points 
during this period, the union threatened to “escalate” the protests if UNRWA did not comply with its demands. 
It also warned against “taking arbitrary decisions against employees.”93

On January 28, 2014, DFLP Secretary-General Qais Abdul Karim (Abu Layla) urged all Palestinian factions 
to keep up the pressure on UNRWA.94 Two days later, on January 30, 2014, Al-Hindi announced that the 
protests were suspended because the union had reached a memorandum of understanding with UNRWA. 
UNRWA’s Gaza Director Robert Turner said that UNRWA had agreed to provide at least 17,000 temporary 
jobs in 2014 (compared to 12,000 in 2013) due to a new grant from the European Union.95

Al-Hindi signed an MOU with UNRWA’s then Gaza Director Robert Turner (January 2014).96

The following year, in 2015, Al-Hindi worked with the DFLP’s Mahmoud Khalaf, head of the National and 
Islamic Forces — an umbrella group of local Gaza terrorist groups — to organize a sit-in in front of UNRWA 
Gaza Headquarters opposing UNRWA �nancial and employment cuts.

92	 Central Media of the Democratic Front - Damascus, Facebook (January 2, 2014), https://www.facebook.com/d�psy/
posts/385959501540482?locale2=zh_CN&_rdr; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/CZDhU.   

93	 Id.

94	 Central Media of the Democratic Front - Damascus, Facebook (February 2, 2014), https://www.facebook.com/d�psy/posts/
p�id0G2ECpiTYeLyZT6xZiwTpHR5xjBv1rGgc2wPKJg2he3PF2LJ5xeoRfxtSEZKFkqZ4l; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/JfBl4.   

95	 Id.

96	 Arab Employees Union, Facebook (January 27, 2014), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=401360789999049&s
et=pb.100003753954388.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/d5Tg2.   
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2017: Israel Complains About  
Al-Hindi’s Election to Hamas Politburo, 
UNRWA Denies the Allegations After 
“Due Diligence”

After more than 10 years of serving simultaneously as an UNRWA school principal, head of the UNRWA Gaza 
Sta� Union, and a member of the Hamas Politburo, Suhail Al-Hindi was forced to resign from UNRWA in 
April 2017. This resulted from a February 2017 complaint to UNRWA by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign A�airs 
and the IDF’s COGAT unit after Al-Hindi’s secret election to the Hamas Politburo that month was publicized.111 
Notably, in that same election, Yahya Sinwar was elected as head of Hamas in Gaza.112

Shockingly, despite Al-Hindi’s known history and leadership role with Hamas for years and UNRWA’s own 
previous unsuccessful attempt in 2011 to �re Al-Hindi for his Hamas activities, UNRWA’s �rst response to the 
Israeli complaint was to deny Al-Hindi’s Hamas position. In a February 24, 2017 statement, UNRWA Spokesman 
Chris Gunness claimed that UNRWA had “neither uncovered nor received evidence to contradict the sta� 
member’s denial that he was elected to political o�ce.” The statement quoted Al-Hindi’s own self-serving 
insistence that he has “no relation whatsoever with the issue.”113 Nevertheless, just three days later, on February 
27, Gunness declared that UNRWA had suspended Al-Hindi pending an investigation after it had received 
“substantial information from a number of sources.”114

Two months later, on April 22, 2017, Al-Hindi announced that he had resigned.115 Both Al-Hindi and UNRWA 
Gaza Sta� Union Secretary Yousef Hamdouna stressed that the resignation was voluntary. Hamdouna explained 
that Al-Hindi resigned out of consideration for “the interests of the refugees in the Gaza Strip” and that Al-Hindi 
had “decided to leave his position and serve the people elsewhere” — meaning in Hamas.116 By choosing to resign 
instead of being �red, Al-Hindi retained his employee bene�ts, i.e., his pension.117 Today UNRWA claims on its 

111	 @LTCPeterLerner, X (February 26, 2017, 8:32 AM), https://x.com/LTCPeterLerner/status/835920425867673600; UNRWA’s Gaza union 
head, accused of Hamas ties, no longer employed by agency, Times of Israel  (April 23, 2017), https://www.timeso�srael.com/un-agency-
no-longer-employing-gaza-sta�er-accused-of-hamas-ties/. 

112	 Read the names: Hamas announces the election of its political bureau in the Gaza Strip, Shehab News (March 15, 2021),  https://
shehabnews.com/en/post/9110/Read-the-names-Hamas-announces-the-election-of-its-politicAl-bureau-for-the-Gaza-Strip; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/Si3UR.   

113	 Gaza neutrality issue, UNRWA  (February 24, 2017), https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/o�ciAl-statements/gaza-neutrality-issue.  

114	 UN suspends Gaza sta�er amid allegations of Hamas ties, AP (February 26, 2017), https://apnews.com/generAl-news-
a555d90827ee4282bb6384810acc516a.  

115	 Suhail Al-Hindi resigns from the presidency of the UNRWA Sta� Union in Gaza, Palestinian Information Center  (April 22, 2017), 
https://palinfo.com/news/2017/04/22/217351/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ak2a0.   

116	 Id. 

117	 Id.  
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2017–2025: Al-Hindi Reveals Himself as 
Hamas Terror Chief

1. Al-Hindi Leads Hamas “March of Return”, Precursor to  
October 7th 

After leaving UNRWA, Al-Hindi went on to chair the Hamas committee in charge of the “March of Return”,137 
the precursor to October 7th.138 As early as July 2017, Al-Hindi had threatened to use this kind of tactic to 
pressure Israel. Arabic-language media reported on July 18, 2017, that Al-Hindi “sent a message to the Zionist 
occupation” that “if the siege continues, we will take our families to the border and tear it out, whatever 
happens, let the occupation and those besieging Gaza bear the responsibility.”139

Al-Hindi’s public statements after March 2018 also con�rm his leadership role in the “March of Return”. 
For example: 

September 19, 2018: Al-Hindi threatened UNRWA that if the “siege” continues, referring to the Israeli 
blockade of Gaza, he will move all UNRWA schools and students to the border as part of the “March of 
Return”. Al-Hindi said: “We will send a strong message to all those besieging Gaza, and we will take all 
means to force them to give in and lift the siege.”140 This further con�rmed that Al-Hindi continued to 
have power over UNRWA even after he left the agency’s employ. 

December 28, 2018:  Al-Hindi said: “The return marches will continue until their goals are achieved. 
The occupation does not understand the language of understanding and violates all agreements, Gaza 
defends the Arab and Islamic nations with blood.”141

December 16, 2019: Al-Hindi described the “March of Return” as “a national struggle tool” which “will 
continue until their goals are achieved, most notably establishing the right of return for all of Palestine 
and breaking the siege on Gaza.” He added that “continuous evaluations are being conducted regarding 
the return marches” to assess the best way to proceed.142

Although portrayed as peaceful civilian protests along the Gaza border fence, the “March of Return” was 
orchestrated by Hamas, whose �ghters — acting under cover of a smokescreen created by burning tires — led 
violent confrontations against the IDF along the fence, planting IEDs, shooting, and cutting holes in the fence. 
Hamas leaders themselves admitted Hamas involvement in the violence.

May 13, 2018: Senior Hamas o�cial Mahmoud Al-Zahar con�rmed this was not a peaceful protest. 
He said that calling it “peaceful resistance” is “to deceive the public” but “this deception does not fool 
the Palestinian public.”143 

137	 O�cial reveals the fate of the “Return Marches” in light of the state of emergency due to the spread of Corona, Al Watan  (March 6, 2020), 
https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/content/print/1319985.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/aUniL.  

138	 How Hamas Built an Army, Washington Institute (January 2, 2024), https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-hamas-
built-army. 

139	 Professional unions warn of Abbas’s decisions against Gaza, Seraj TV  (July 18, 2017), https://seraj.tv/post/13638/”-�� -���� -”������-��������
�
� -�
 -	��� -������ ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/rTGyd.   

140	 Suhail Al-Hindi: A plan to move schools and refugee camps to the Gaza border, Al Quds News (September 19, 2018), https://alqudsnews.
net/post/131032/	����� -���� -���� -•����� -���• -; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/KYjO3.   

141	 Al Hindi: The return marches will continue until their goals are achieved, Saman News (December 28, 2018), https://samanews.ps/ar/
post/360677/��•��••-•���� - ­€-��‚­ƒ� -�„…†��-��‡ƒ� -•����� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/uIWvW.  

142	 Factions move to organize return marches on national occasions in Gaza, Arabi 21  (December 16, 2019), https://arabi21.com/
story/1230288/�
ˆ� -���‰…��-���•����� -�„…†��-��‡ƒ� -Š�‹�­�-ŒŽ�‘•-’“…�; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/zL0iG.  

143	 Senior Hamas O�cial Mahmoud Al-Zahhar on Gaza Protests: This Is Not Peaceful Resistance, It Is Supported by Our Weapons, MEMRI  
(May 13, 2018), https://www.memri.org/tv/senior-hamas-o•ciAl-mahmoud-zahhar-on-gaza-protests-this-is-not-peaceful-resistance. 
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Foreshadowing and Celebrating October 7th

As a senior Hamas leader and a longtime member of the Hamas Politburo, Suhail Al-Hindi presumably knew 
in advance about the October 7th attack which required extensive preparation and planning. Indeed, his 
Hamas committee was briefed on it in advance.162 Furthermore, in the period leading up to October 7th, he 
often spoke of a major upcoming battle. In response to ongoing violence in Jerusalem and the West Bank, 
Al-Hindi stressed that they are not alone and Gaza would join the �ght. For example:

April 16, 2022:  “The battle is coming and there is a large number of resistance members to defend 
Jerusalem and protect Al-Aqsa.” (Paltimeps).163

February 19, 2023:  “The Jerusalem axis is making progress and shining, and all Arab and Islamic 
peoples will participate in the coming battle.” (Al-Aqsa Voice).164

March 8, 2023:  “The hands of the resistance in the 1948 occupied territories, in Jerusalem, the West 
Bank, and in Gaza will all be united soon in facing our occupier.”; “Those who threaten to wipe out 
Huwwara in the West Bank will be the ones who are wiped out. This is a promise from the Gaza resis-
tance.” (Mondoweiss).165

July 2, 2023:  “This is a clear message to the enemy: We are preparing, and Allah willing, we are on the 
cusp of a battle that will be the decisive battle between us and the enemy.” (Mayadeen TV).166

September 3, 2023:  “The Palestinian resistance is closely monitoring developments in the scene and 
following the situation on the ground, whether in Gaza, the West Bank or occupied Jerusalem. It is its 
right and the right of the Palestinian people to use all available means to resist the Israeli occupation, 
which is committing violations on all levels.” (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed).167

September 13, 2023:  “Resistance in all its forms is the most e�ective means to liberate the land and 
expel the occupation. The West Bank is following the path of Gaza and is igniting resistance in the face 
of the Zionist occupier… The next stage will witness an imminent victory for our Palestinian people in 
the West Bank.” (Al-Aqsa TV).168

162	 @HillelNeuer, X (May 19, 2025, 10:06 AM), https://x.com/HillelNeuer/status/1924360966558630076.

163	 Al-Hindi: The resistance in Gaza is ready to �ght a new battle in defense of Al-Aqsa, Paltimeps  (April 16, 2022), https://paltimeps.ps/
post/326660/���� -�� -�����-���� -�� -����� -�
�� -
��	�� -
��� -������� -��••��; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/I8bVP.   

164	 Al-Hindi to Al-Aqsa Voice: The enemy is playing with �re that will destroy its entity, Al-Aqsa Voice  (February 19, 2023), https://
alaqsavoice.ps/print/213723; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/GJ8P5.   

165	 Gaza reacts to Israeli West Bank onslaught and PA complicity, Mondoweiss  (March 8, 2023), https://mondoweiss.net/2023/03/
gaza-reacts-to-israeli-west-bank-onslaught-and-pa-complicity/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/LXrTy.   

166	 Children Visit Hamas Weapons Expo In Gaza, Pose For Photos With Weapons And Fighters; Hamas Political Bureau Member Suhail 
Al-Hindi: We Are Preparing For The Decisive Battle With The Enemy, MEMRI  (July 2, 2023), https://www.memri.org/tv/children-visit-
hamas-weapons-expo-gaza-photos-weapons-•ghters-suhail-hindi-enemy. 

167	 Heating up on the Gaza border: Will the return marches return, Al-Araby Al-Jadeed  (September 3, 2023), https://www.alaraby.co.uk/
politics/
�
��� -•�•�� -�
�• - ­ -
�€-���‚ -ƒ� -„��• ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/H24mk. 

168	 Al-Hindi to Al-Aqsa: Resistance is the most e�ective means to liberate the land, Seraj TV  (September 13, 2023), https://seraj.tv/post/31271/
�…��-���†	�-‡ˆ‰��-�Š‹Œ
��-Ž­-������� -:��‘� -��••��; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/dWmPQ.   
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In one interview reported in February 2023, Al-Hindi speci�cally emphasized that most revolutions began 
with “civil disobedience” as a form of “passive resistance” which later developed into “a popular revolution 
and a third intifada,” hinting at Hamas’s strategy of using so-called civilian protests like the March of Return 
as a lead-up to a massive military attack like October 7th.169 He added that liberating Palestinian prisoners is 
“at the top of Hamas’s priorities,” declaring that “we are awaiting their imminent release, God willing.”170 One 
of Hamas’s main goals in taking over 250 hostages on October 7th was to use them as leverage for the release 
of Palestinian prisoners, as ultimately happened.

Just after October 7th, Al-Hindi celebrated Hamas’s success, stating “in the history of military and combat 
operations, the resistance has never made such achievements, and it has prepared for them,” and he warned 
Israel against a ground invasion.171 Separately, Al-Hindi praised the terrorists as “brave individuals” who 
“brought the Zionists to their knees and instilled fear in them.”172

Hamas Spokesperson and Negotiator in Ceasefire Talks

In the spring of 2024, Al-Hindi emerged as a top Hamas spokesperson with regard to the cease�re and hostage 
negotiations.

May 1, 2024: Al-Hindi acted as a spokesperson for Hamas in May 2024 when he told the media that 
Hamas would “deliver its response [to an Israeli proposal] clearly within a very short period.” He stressed 
that Hamas “cannot under any circumstances raise the white �ag or surrender to the conditions of the 
Israeli enemy. Our dignity and honor refuse to compromise.” (AFP).173

July 11, 2024:  Al-Hindi led a Hamas delegation to Iraq to meet the leadership of the Iraqi Islamic party 
and discuss “the developments of the Al-Aqsa Flood.” (@Iraqiislamparty).174 

August 22–23, 2024:  Al-Hindi rejected the latest cease�re proposals and stood by the Hamas demands. 
He reiterated that “the resistance will not raise the white �ag” and that the Palestinians “have the right 
to resist until the occupation is eliminated and defeated.”175 Al-Hindi told the Quds Network that “The 
enemy [Israel] is trying to extract concessions from the resistance” but “our people…will not kneel to 
their enemy.” (BBC; Quds Network).176 

October 3, 2024:  Al-Hindi said “Stopping the war is not at the expense of our dignity and we will defeat 
the criminal enemy, no matter how long this war is.” (@Khabrnews1).177 

October 24, 2024:  Al-Hindi thanked Russia and China for their support and said that Hamas is “ready 
to visit every place in the world, the farthest spot in the world, in order to stop this destructive war on 
our kinfolk and our people.” (@TRTArabiNow).178 

169	 Al-Hindi to Al-Aqsa Voice: The enemy is playing with �re that will destroy its entity, Al-Aqsa Voice  (February 19, 2023), https://
alaqsavoice.ps/print/213723; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/GJ8P5.   

170	 Id. 

171	 Hamas Political Bureau Member: Palestinians will not leave their land in Gaza despite attempts, Sputnik Arabic  (October 13, 2023), 
https://sarabic.ae/20231013/-1081972218������� -��� -��� -� -����� -�� -�
��
	 -�� -�
��������� -�•�•� -•����� -•••�� -
 � .html; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/o6US7.   

172	 Senior Hamas Leader, Aided by Iran-Backed Hezbollah, Orchestrates Anti-Israel Events in Turkey, Middle East Form  (January 21, 
2024), https://www.meforum.­
�  €��‚
ƒ„ ,13.10.2023 - �������  ���  ���  �  �����  ��  �
��
	  ��  �
���������  :”�•� ”•� •�����  •••��  
 � ; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/yV4Rl.  

173	 Hamas promises answer to Israeli truce proposal, Times of Israel  (May 1, 2024), https://www.timeso…srael.com/hamas-promises-answer-
to-israeli-truce-proposAl-very-soon-amid-intense-mediation/. 

174	 @iraqiislamparty, X (July 11, 2024, 6:30 PM), https://x.com/iraqiislamparty/status/1811422851347673281; Archive Link: https://archive.
ph/.   

175	 Hamas to BBC: We reject any  new proposals or papers and will not raise the white �ag, BBC (August 22, 2024), https://www.bbc.com/
arabic/articles/cvg502dg2r1o. 

176	 Quds Network, Telegram  (August 23, 2024, 7:56 PM), https://t.me/QudsN/454266; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/iPblR.   

177	 @Khabrnews1, X (October 3, 2024, 3:32 PM) (account suspended), https://x.com/Khabrnews1/status/1841818523577757875.  

178	 @TRTArabiNow, X (October 24, 2024, 10:33 PM), https://x.com/TRTArabiNow/status/1849534576403566690; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/Iiguu.   
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Recruiting For Hamas and Rallying and Inciting Against Israel

Al-Hindi has also become a prominent voice in Hamas’s e�orts to gain new recruits following the terror 
group’s heavy losses in the post-October 7th war, as well as to rally the masses against Israel.

September 1, 2024:  After the bodies of six Israeli hostages were found to have been executed at point 
blank in a Hamas tunnel, Al-Hindi blamed “Netanyahu and his racist right-wing government” for 
“killing prisoners held by the Palestinian resistance,” claiming that Hamas values the prisoners but 
Netanyahu refused to reach “a deal that would stop the bloodbath.”183 Al-Hindi added that “the Pales-
tinian people today are �ghting the battle of dignity with honor, determination and vigour, and as long 
as the occupation exists, it must be resisted and uprooted.” (Quds Network).184

October 5, 2024:  A few days later, Al-Hindi praised the Hamas October 7th attacks for its “great 
achievements.” He expressed his hope that “this battle” will expand to the West, that it “will carry its 
spark and every free person in this world will launch it.” (@TVAlmasirah).185 

October 18–20, 2024:  At the Islamic World Youth Forum (IWYF) that was held in Istanbul on October 
18–20, 2024, Al-Hindi delivered a �ery speech calling for revenge in the name of Islam. Speaking against 
the backdrop of slain Hamas leaders Ismail Haniyeh and Saleh Arouri, Al-Hindi cheered the October 7th 
“victory,” lionized Sinwar as a “resolute leader,” praised the “steadfastness” of “the youth of al-Qassam 
and the youth of the resistance,” and pledged to continue to sacri�ce Gazans for the sake of liberating 
Palestine — “tear me apart, drown me in my own blood — you will not live upon my land…” He instigated 
the crowd to “  prepare your gear and get ready for Liberation day. These feelings must turn into practical 
behavior. The Nation’s youth must be mobilized. Gaza is calling you, and the West Bank is calling you, 
and Al-Aqsa is calling you. So when will you heed this call?” Al-Hindi concluded with a plea “by God, 
that you not leave this hall unless you have the intention and determination to continue the Jihad and 
�ght for the sake of God Almighty.”186 

October 18, 2024:  Al-Hindi promoted martyrdom, saying “Hamas and its leaders raised their slogan 
high that death �ghting jihad is their highest aspiration.” (@ShehabAgency).187 

October 24, 2024:  Al-Hindi “addressed the people of the world and called on them to go out in 
million-man marches to stop the war of extermination in the Gaza Strip.” He also incited them to 
“besiege the embassies of the Zionist and American enemy all over the world, and for millions to say no 
to injustice and Zionist hooliganism.” (Hurrya News).188 

October 24, 2024:  That same day, Al-Hindi implored the people in northern Gaza to “be patient and 
steadfast, for victory is coming and the enemy is defeated.” (Quds Network).189 

October 25, 2024:  The next day, Al-Hindi promoted the famine libel against Israel, falsely claiming 
that that “there is an ‘Israeli’ decision to exterminate the population in the northern Gaza Strip.”  
(@qudspressagency).190 

183	 Quds Network, Telegram  (September 1, 2024, 2:49 PM), https://t.me/QudsN/458531; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ZRgpy.   

184	 Quds Network, Telegram  (September 1, 2024, 2:50 PM), https://t.me/QudsN/458532; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Hwy43.   

185	 @TVAlmasirah, X (October 5, 2024, 11:14 PM), https://x.com/TvAlmasirah/status/1842659575499026531; Archive Link: https://archive.
ph/0BclT.  

186	 Islamic World Youth Forum, Facebook (November 8, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=515450604812907 (video deleted); 
Islamic Youth Forum Facebook Page, Facebook (last visited March 9, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/iwy.forum. Video available 
here: https://youtu.be/9PW_v5_z9as. 

187	 @ShehabAgency, X (October 18, 2024, 4:44 PM), https://x.com/ShehabAgency/status/1847272513237094752; Archive Link: https://archive.
ph/V7PeL.   

188	 Al-Hindi: Free people of the world must mobilize and go out in the millions for Gaza, Hurrya News  (October 24, 2024), https://hurrya.
news/?p=60758; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/DM7Ug.  

189	 Quds Network, Telegram  (October 24, 2024, 7:57 PM), https://t.me/QudsN/485268; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/4s7kj.  

190	 @qudspressagency, X (October 25, 2024, 7:27 PM), https://x.com/qudspressagency/status/1849850189709967463; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/lsqzL. 
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2017–2025: Al-Hindi’s Continued 
Involvement in UNRWA Affairs: 
Orchestrating Mass Protests, Attending 
Awards Ceremonies, Opposing UNRWA 
Attempts to Enforce Neutrality

Although Al-Hindi left UNRWA in April 2017, he retained his position as head of the Professional Unions 
Association, overseeing all professional unions in Gaza, including the UNRWA unions.194 In that capacity, 
Al-Hindi orchestrated large-scale strikes by UNRWA sta� to protest management decisions, repeatedly 
defended UNRWA employees against unfavorable management decisions, and attended UNRWA awards 
ceremonies.

Organizing Strikes Against UNRWA Management (July-September 2018):  In July 2018, Al-Hindi 
organized a massive sit-in outside UNRWA Gaza headquarters to protest cuts in services a�ecting some 
1,000 UNRWA contract workers. Al-Hindi, together with Hamas’s Ghazi Hamad, also met with UNRWA 
Gaza Director Matthias Schmale in an attempt to resolve the issue.195 The strikes continued into August 
and September with protesters holding up banners outside UNRWA Gaza headquarters “calling for the 
decision to dismiss employees to be reversed” and “calling on the relief agency to reverse its recent cuts 
to refugees.”196 Amir Al-Mishal (discussed later in this report), Al-Hindi’s successor as the head of the 
UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union, likewise led mass strikes over this issue and attended at least one protest 
with Al-Hindi. 197

Left: Photo of UN sta� in prisoner uniforms being hung; Right: Translation of poster text: “We are against the 
arbitrary dismissal of UNRWA employees to liquidate the Palestinian Cause”

194	 In Pictures: The Palestnian Administrative Syndicate organizes a group Ramadan evening and breakfast, Shehab News (April 19, 2023), 
https://shehabnews.com/post/122250/���� -����� -������ -����� -�
�� -
�����	��� -
������ -����•-�••���; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ssIlw.  

195	 Hundreds continue sit-in at UNRWA headquarters in Gaza, UltraPal  (July 23, 2018), https://ultrapal.ultrasawt.com/-• -•�••� �-­•	€�•�-‚�ƒ„�
��…†�/‡�����/
��	� -�̂ ��/‰Š‹�-��‡•�Œ�-‡��; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/I9iwC. 

196	 A protest  by the Professional Unions Gathering in support of the dismissed UNRWA employees, Pal Today TV  (August 
6, 2018), https://paltodaytv.com/post/98806/Ž••�„�-��‡•�Œ�-��‘•„ -��� -���’„�-‚�������-“”••�-����••–�-��—� ; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/FfB46. Professional Unions Gathering - Gaza Governorates, Facebook (September 20, 2018), https://
www.facebook.com/naqabatgaza/posts/1384343111699385; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Tfp56. Professional 
Unions Gathering - Gaza Governorates, Facebook (August 6, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/naqabatgaza/posts/
p˜id0TQXEptoPqPyxyzbcbWRNyxTpDtfEmM5T8nTw1QdG8tz6YeVdXAbMFwgxLMVkpU2Ll?locale=ar_AR; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/BEEHW.    

197	 @PalinfoAr, X (August 6, 2018, 12:30 PM), https://x.com/palinfoar/status/1026400085419147264; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/GzeG3.  
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	 1	 	� Amir Al-Mishal  
Hamas Economist

Al-Mishal Succeeds Al-Hindi As Head of UNRWA Gaza Staff Union
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for the needy and collecting union fees from UNRWA employees and also director at Al-Intaj Bank, making 
decisions about UNRWA-employee funds managed by Hamas. This allowed Al-Mishal “to transfer funds 
allocated to the residents of Gaza, who are su�ering from a huge economic crisis, to the Hamas movement.”234

On October 7th, 2024, exactly one year after the Hamas October 7th atrocities, the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury announced sanctions on Al-Intaj Bank, stating that Hamas had raised as much as $10 million 
through “sham or front charities” in Gaza. In its announcement, the Treasury Department explained:

Hamas uses unlicensed banks, like Al-Intaj Bank (Al-Intaj), to continue to fund internal operations and 
to skirt international sanctions by operating outside the international �nancial system. Founded in 2013, 
Al-Intaj is an unlicensed Hamas-run bank in Gaza that provides �nancial services for Hamas despite not 
being connected to international banks. The Palestine Monetary Authority did not provide a license for 
this bank to operate; instead, the bank received a permit from the Hamas-led administration in Gaza.235

As Head of UNRWA Gaza Staff Union, Amir Al-Mishal  
Threatened UNRWA Management Just Like Suhail Al-Hindi

As head of the UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union through September 2023, Amir Al-Mishal employed the same 
extortionist tactics as Suhail Al-Hindi to oppose decisions by UNRWA management.

In the summer of 2018, Al-Mishal led a major confrontation against UNRWA management with daily 
protests and strikes after the agency laid o� 1,000 contract workers due to the funding crisis created by 
President Trump’s suspension of U.S. funding to UNRWA. Hamas fully backed these protests. Senior Hamas 
leader Mahmoud Al-Zahar spoke to the protesters inside an UNRWA building and pledged Hamas’s full 
support for the protests.236

234	 Id.

235	 Treasury Targets Signi�cant International Hamas Fundraising Network, U.S. Department of the Treasury  (October 7, 2024),  
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2632. 

236	 Protests at UNRWA Headquarters in Gaza after sta� layo�s, Swiss Info  (August 2018), https://www.swissinfo.ch/ara/ -��� -� -��������
44309660/����� -���
 -��
 -	�� -� -������� -����� . 
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	 3	 	 Essam Al-Daalis  
UNRWA Teacher, Head of UNRWA Gaza Staff Union’s  
Teacher Sector, and Senior Hamas Leader

274	 Issam Deeb Al-Daalis, UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union Archive  (June 28, 2012), https://web.archive.org/web/20120817064028/http://lsugaza.
ps/unrwa/subpage.php?scid=100&id=981&extra=news&type=91; UNRWA sta� union announces its new formation, Al Resalah (March 5, 
2011), https://alresalah.ps/post/29977/������� -������� -���� -����� -
����
-	����� -����� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/vpjMg. 

275	 Government leaders assassinated by Israel after resumption of aggression on Gaza, Al Jazeera  (March 18, 2025), https://www.aljazeera.
net/encyclopedia/2025/3/18/����-
������� -�����•��-•• -••�� .  

276	 Protest against UNRWA’s arrest of Palestinian unionist, Al Jazeera  (September 11, 2011), https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2011/9/11/
��•� ­�€-��
�•‚-�ƒ•‚ƒ„-…�†���-‡���ˆ�. 

277	 World Teachers’ Day!!! A cry in the face of injustice, UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union Archive  (October 2, 2011),  https://web.archive.org/
web/20111002202828/http://lsugaza.ps/unrwa/subpage.php?scid=100&id=720&extra=news&type=114. 

 

Essam Deeb Abdullah Al-Daalis worked at UNRWA as a teacher from 1994 until at least 2011, eventually 
becoming an assistant director. He joined the UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union as a member of the Teachers’ Sector 
in 2006. He headed the Union’s Teachers’ Sector from 2009 to 2012 and served as Vice President of the Sta� 
Union.274 At the same time, between 2009 and 2013, Al-Daalis served in an executive capacity within Hamas’s 
internal administrative structures, speci�cally as head of the Financial and Economic Department.275

In September 2011, Al-Daalis criticized UNRWA for suspending Suhail Al-Hindi without pay for his Hamas 
activities, calling the suspension “an unprecedented step that lacks rationality” and “unjust.”276 As part of the 
protest, on October 2, 2011, Al-Daalis announced the cancellation of the annual Teachers’ Day celebrations 
and a comprehensive strike and sit-in at UNRWA headquarters instead.277
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	 6	 	 Hani Kaskin  
UNRWA Teacher, UNRWA Gaza Staff Union Member,  
and PIJ Member

315	 Mohammad Shuwaideh Abu Firas, Facebook (April 10, 2019), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=2413112602249809&set=pb.100006532787345.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/p3eP0.

316	 @AmirwWeissbrod, X (April 30, 2025, 2:13 PM), https://x.com/AmirwWeissbrod/status/1917537914566721827. 

317	 Id.

Hani Ibrahim Ismael Kaskin is an UNRWA social studies teacher and a member of the Teachers’ Sector of 
the UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union at least since 2019.315

Hani Ibrahim Ismael Kaskin [red rectangle] on the campaign �yer of the United Professional List (Hamas-PIJ 
list) for the 2019 LSU, UNRWA-GAZA Union.

Kaskin was also a known Palestinian Islamic Jihad terrorist. The Israeli Foreign Ministry had noti�ed 
UNRWA about Kaskin’s PIJ activities as far back as December 2011, but UNRWA did nothing.316 Enemy 
materials captured by the IDF in Gaza after October 7, 2023, con�rm Kaskin’s PIJ a�liation. These include 
a CV written by Kaskin himself admitting that he is a member of the PIJ’s Quds Brigades and a PA security 
services interrogation document indicating that Kaskin is a PIJ member.317
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	 7	 	 Ahmed Labad  
UNRWA Gaza Staff Union Member and Hamas Member

321	 Arab Employees Union, Facebook (July 23, 2015), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id02KrpYzuPkN9FAZ3JLuGMztvdj3ZRr7bzQsWMj9kpSNgCuNLFt3Dmd4e3FzwGiG6N�&id=100003753954388; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/aQwxA. 

322	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (April 23, 2017), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id026zTqFQWKfPcqU7bTkYsDjcmTerPkPgeJK8HoEVDJBYU39CwUo3UzXuwQTcZovdtvl&id=100012822816444; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/ZNmbG. 

323	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (April 22, 2017), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id02YyZbxDrBALqGhrgvs8DW77K8ix4fZe�RhugCbxmYRoWLDBo7YSMmiYvXaodSZkdl&id=100012822816444; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/g6uBK.  

324	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (April 6, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id04eifwMkL1RTmJv2we1MirDyrxibSTtEiXERA7HgFJNt6rQ5m7qKJx7Xm7auNG2Sgl&id=100012822816444 ; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/ketDP. 

Ahmed Labad (a.k.a. “Abu Hamza”) is an UNRWA employee in the health sector and a long-time member of the 
UNRWA Gaza Sta� Union who had worked with Al-Hindi at the Union since at least 2015.321 Labad is a close 
friend and supporter of Al-Hindi. Following Al-Hindi’s April 2017 resignation from UNRWA, Labad re-posted 
Al-Hindi’s retirement pledge on Facebook.322 In a separate Facebook post, dated April 22, 2017, Labad idolized 
Al-Hindi as someone who “represents the aspirations of employees” and who confronts UNRWA over when it 
attempts to “reduce its services or tamper with the culture of the Palestinian refugee.” He especially praised 
Al-Hindi for standing up to UNRWA’s attempt to erase Palestinian identity by “deleting the map of Palestine” 
and for opposing UNRWA’s proposed Holocaust education.323

Labad is also a Hamas member. He participated in and promoted the 2018–19 “March of Return” border 
riots as is evident from his April 6, 2018 Facebook Post in which he applauded the “courage and bravery 
of the people of Gaza” who he said “defeated the Zionist machine.” He signed his post with the hashtag 
#I_am_Coming_Back.324 In addition, Labad has been detained by the Israeli authorities at least twice since 
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October 7, 2023 — in December 2023325 and March 2024. His photo appeared in a photo-composite of 358 
terrorists arrested by the IDF in its March 2024 raid on Shifa Hospital, con�rming his military position with 
Hamas.326

Labad’s Facebook pro�le327 contains numerous posts praising and inciting jihadi terrorism, including 
those listed below.

Eulogizing Hamas Leader Imad Khalil Al-Alami (Abu Hamam)

Labad eulogized Imad Khalil Al-Alami, one of the co-founders of Hamas and a key link between Gaza and 
Tehran,328 who was killed in unclear circumstances in January 2018, as a “martyred commander hero 
brother.” 329

325	 Amid fears of mass executions, scenes of dozens of civilians half-naked in the streets of Gaza spark widespread anger, Al Jazeera  
(December 8, 2023), https://www.aljazeeramubasher.net/news/2023/12/8/����� -����� -������� -�� -����� -�
� . 

326	 IDF image of captured terrorists in Shifa hospital, Noticias de Israel  (March 21, 2024), https://israelnoticias.com/idf/imagen-de-las-fdi-
de-terroristas-capturados-en-hospitAl-shifa/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/mjNFd. 

327	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook Pro�le Photos, Facebook (Last visited February 13, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/pro�le.
php?id=100012822816444&sk=photos_by; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/N2r5X. 

328	 Senior Hamas o�cial dies three weeks after su�ering gunshot wound, Times of Israel  (January 30, 2018), https://www.timeso�srael.
com/senior-hamas-o�ciAl-dies-three-weeks-a
er-su	ering-gunshot-wound/. 

329	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (January 30, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id026NKPayAdFLwXYShgmmkXKiH4SykPoro8DjuQ4fRBX4o5P5P4Dzm9gCsrW1yRwXPPl&id=100012822816444; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/aFyJs. 
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Glorifying Terrorist Nasser Abu Hamid Who Murdered Seven Israelis

On December 19, 2022, Labad glori�ed as a “martyr” terrorist Nasser Abu Hamid, who died of cancer in Israeli 
prison.330 Abu Hamid was a co-founder of the Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades serving seven life sentences plus 50 
years for murder and attempted murder. He had confessed to killing seven Israelis.331

The post was endorsed in a comment by a fellow UNRWA employee.

330	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (December 20, 2022), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id0YzzBSj37YLy5Hofx9XsxrSDccWcNN3EGZBEAoQHKvVmeaiHNDggeYHiR9qb1wf2dl&id=100012822816444; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/iAmuq. 

331	 Palestinian terrorist serving 7 life sentences dies of cancer in custody, JNS (December 20, 2022), https://www.jns.org/palestinian-terrorist-
serving-7-life-sentences-dies-of-cancer-in-custody/. 
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In a second post on December 20, Labad implied that Abu Hamid’s mother must be very proud — “there 
is no mother in the whole world like Nasser Abu Hamid’s mother” — because one of her sons was “killed” by 
Israel and the other �ve were “sentenced to life in prison.” Three of them were ultimately released as part of 
the hostage deal on January 25, 2025.332

Endorsing Hamas Terrorism and Rocket Attacks on Israel

On May 11–12, 2021, in the �rst days of the war between Israel and Hamas that month, Labad posted in support 
of Hamas. On May 11, he objected to a New York Post headline blaming the con�ict on Hamas, saying the 
newspaper “completely turns the facts upside down.”333

On May 12th, Labad posted a photo of the cover of the Israeli Ma’ariv  newspaper listing the deaths, injury, 
and damage from the onslaught of Hamas rocket �re. Labad commented: “Ma’ariv Hebrew newspaper 
headline: The country is burning” with a �re emoji.334

The post was endorsed in a comment by a fellow UNRWA employee.

332	 The Resistance Returns the Three Sons of Um Nasser Abu Hamid, Safa Press Agency (January 25, 2025), https://en.safa.news/post/3255/
�e-Resistance-Returns-the-�ree-Sons-of-Um-Nasser-Abu-Hamid; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/0fE9V. 

333	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (May 11, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=1186354855135264&set=pb.100012822816444.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/HUXPq. 

334	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (May 12, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=1186780425092707&set=pb.100012822816444.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ZWV5z.
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Inciting Violence

Labad made several  p osts inciting violence by posting confrontations between Israeli soldiers and Palestinians 
in and around Jerusalem along with text about Palestinians “defending” Jerusalem’s “honor.”

On July 19, 2021, Labad posted: “This is a Palestinian woman from Jerusalem, defending Al-Aqsa on behalf 
of all Arab rulers and armies. May God grant you victory, women and men of Jerusalem and Palestine…”336

On July 14, 2023, Labad posted: “O Muslims, woe to you! Our women ask about you while the tears �ow. 
Send them to the silent and slumbering ones, and tell them that your honor is being violated in Jerusalem.”337

336	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (July 19, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=1230874047350011&set=pb.100012822816444.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/USWUG. 

337	 Ahmed Labad Abu Hamza, Facebook (July 14, 2023),  https://www.facebook.com/100012822816444/posts/179697634934103/; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/EHGn3.
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2013–2024: UNRWA Knew That Sharif 
Promoted Terrorism 

For over a decade, UNRWA knew that Sharif openly promoted terrorism on his public social media. The 
following screenshots from his Facebook account show how he regularly glori�ed terrorist attacks, kidnapping 
Israeli hostages, and erasing Israel from the map. His UNRWA colleagues saw it, and often clicked “Like” on 
his posts. UNRWA knew – yet did nothing.

Endorsing Kidnapping — Resistance By “All Means Necessary” Is 
“Our Right” 
September 2013

As far back as September 21, 2013, Sharif endorsed the Hamas kidnapping strategy. He praised as a “hero” 
the terrorist who had kidnapped and murdered Israeli soldier Tomer Hazan with the goal of exchanging the 
soldier’s body for the terrorist’s brother in Israeli jail.341 Sharif lauded the terrorist’s plan to “exchange him 
for prisoners in Zionist prisons” and rejoiced that “Jihad and resistance are ingrained within the arteries of 
our people.” He further proclaimed that resistance by “all means necessary” is “our right.”342 

Translation:

May the kidnapping, killing and burial of the Zionist soldier today by a hero of the Palestinian people, in 
order to exchange him for prisoners in Zionist prisons, be a clear manifestation of this nation’s nobility, of 
the fact that Jihad and resistance are ingrained within the arteries of our people, and of how important it 
is to close the chapter on prisoners in Zionist prisons. It is our right to use all means necessary to secure 
the release of our brave prisoners. This is a covenant made by the resistance, and it must be ful�lled, Allah 
willing, solely through resistance

341	 IDF soldier Tomer Hazan, 20, kidnapped and killed in West Bank, Times of Israel  (September 21, 2013), https://www.timeso�srael.com/
idf-soldier-kidnapped-killed-near-qalqilya/. 

342	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (September 21, 2013), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id022ybtS7p7eFyPyXAiaZ2z15KNHS1kfHWx4y5nZ514S9FBX3N19KVxkJGWJvc4NQ8cl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/h6548.
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Condoning Jihadi Terrorism for Children 
January 2014

On January 20, 2014, Sharif demonstrated his approval of children pursuing jihadi terrorism when he posted a 
collage featuring a young boy in an UNRWA school uniform holding a weapon next to a photo of Sharif sitting 
at his desk with his many UNRWA awards displayed behind him.343

This post was liked over 80 times, including by many UNRWA teachers.

343	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (January 20, 2014),  https://www.facebook.com/photo/?�id=184775545065805&set=a.102647003278660; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/8I8YT.
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Endorsing Violent Resistance 
March 2015

In two Facebook posts in February and March 2015, Sharif endorsed violent “resistance.” On February 28, 
2015, in response to an Egyptian court decision putting Hamas on a terrorist list,344 Sharif defended Hamas 
“resistance” as an “honor,” saying it “is not terrorism.”345

Translation: 

Resistance isn’t terror. Your courts are terror. Resistance is an honor for us.

Several UNRWA employees liked this post.
  

One week later, on March 6, 2015, Sharif rea�rmed his position by stating that “accusing the honorable 
resistance of terrorism is a disgrace…”346

Translation: 

Accusing the noble resistance of terrorism is a black mark on the record of the coup plotters and the 
politicized judiciary.

344	 Egypt court puts Hamas on terrorist list, BBC (February 28, 2015), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31674458. 

345	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (February 28, 2015), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02gqpNdmXsA12UwzaGhFurmWJyxDhUCB59MT1mcPTQcGdwYHqGumZa1CqzrsYumYD8l; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/
G0ux9.

346	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (March 6, 2015), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02yaFxEg7CeYYT9ZDPcCNFuJzxNQMLsQM4a5PPWu34fcDJYVTkMhMexKjxnwHTC9ukl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/
BNbuG.
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Glorifying Terrorist Stabbers as “Martyrs” and “Heroes” at School 
Event 
October 2015

In the midst of the 2015 Knife Intifada, in which Palestinian terrorists perpetrated over 200 stabbing attacks 
against Israelis, Sharif organized a solidarity event at his school where he openly incited the students to 
violence by glorifying the terrorists as “martyrs” and lauding their “heroism.” He said:

Today we are witnessing a new generation of martyrs who have written stories of heroism and proven 
that �ghting the enemy does not require strategic weapons, but only belief that Palestine belongs solely 
to us. The love for Palestine is demonstrated only by sacri�cing the most precious things for the sake 
of its liberation. What is happening today in Palestine is a natural response to the crimes of the Zionist 
occupation.347

Sharif’s students held up signs endorsing the attacks, including one with this text: “#Jerusalem #MyPeo-
pleWillBePartOfTheIntifada #TheKnivesIntifada.” 348

347	 Deir Yassin high school stands in solidarity with the Third Intifada, Al-Buss Camp  (October 13, 2015), https://www.albuss.net/2015/10/
blog-post_19.html?m=1; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/94w3W.

348	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (October 13, 2015), https://www.facebook.com/photo/?�id=403451469864877&set=a.129203897289637; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/1JeYo.
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Indoctrinating Students in Hamas Terror Tactics 
December 2015

On December 2, 2015, Sharif posted photos of a school workshop he conducted to indoctrinate students 
into Hamas terror tactics. The workshop was devoted to building Hamas-like tunnels with a sign that read 
“Toward Jerusalem.”349

The post was liked by more than 170 people, including by many UNRWA employees.

349	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (December 2, 2015), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id021dNc7HU68Ni7Nu9w3K824aaDBdLUYxpgfNmUYUnvDw8yz3teLoMV2q686J7GVUhrl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Fdu39. 
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Hosting Hamas Terrorists at UNRWA School Event 
December 2015

On December 15, 2015, Sharif posted pictures from an event at his UNRWA school to which he invited Hamas 
members including Jihad Taha, the public face of Hamas in Lebanon.350

The post was liked by close to 200 people, including many UNRWA employees. At least two UNRWA 
educators also endorsed the post in their comments.

350	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (December 15, 2015), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0WjSBb9JfNCAAdufu47VAN4HwDxVehPVw97jPVwmMWFgwPjzhmrc1xAux8YJ91c97l; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/49W4P. 
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Inciting Hamas Terrorism 
May 2016

O n  May 16, 2016, Sharif posted photos of students dressed in Hamas military uniforms, including one photo 
of his son Amin acting as a commander leading a platoon of young children holding weapons.351

The post was liked by more than 200 people, including presumably many UNRWA employees. One graduate 
of Sharif’s Deir Yassin school commented: “This cub is from that lion,” Sharif being the lion and his son 
Amin being the cub. This implies that Sharif’s students were aware of his Hamas ties. At least one other 
self-identi�ed UNRWA student also endorsed the post in his comment.

351	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (May 16, 2016), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id079Mom66oqvHDEfpvdvUT6hwgvrBSeeF3DyX7A4ySRn96rhP8wzWJd3ceQ6MsLYjwl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/O7BTO. 
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Inciting Palestinians to Return to Jerusalem Through “Resistance, 
Liberation, And Return” 
May 2018

In this May 13, 2018 Facebook post, Sharif invites all Palestinians in Lebanon to a meeting at Beaufort castle, 
a landmark near the Israeli-Lebanese border that was controlled by Israel until May 2000. Sharif calls on his 
compatriots to “sound your voices and cry out to the occupation, saying that you support resistance, liberation 
and return” and proclaims that Palestine and Jerusalem are waiting.352

Translation:

An appeal to every Palestinian refugee in 
Lebanon…
An appeal to all those who are honorable and 
steadfast…
An appeal to the men and the women…
An appeal to the lads and lasses…
… and to the faithful in Rashidieh, Al-Buss, Burj 
el-Shemali, and all the communities in the South…
An appeal to the resilient people of Ain Al-Hilweh, 
Mieh Mieh and thereabouts...
An appeal to the honorable people of Bourj 
el-Barajneh, Shatila, Mar Elias and Dbayeh…
An appeal to the noble people of the Galilee and 
the Bekaa valley…
An appeal to the decent people of
Nahr Al-Bared, Beddawi and the North…
Palestine awaits you..
Jerusalem is expecting you..
Sound your voices and cry out to the occupation, saying that you support resistance, liberation and return…
We will all be meeting on Tuesday, May 15, at Beaufort Castle.

The post was liked over 80 times, including by many UNRWA students from Sharif’s Deir Yassin school. 

352	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (May 13, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02XuqMRkTujhAsVyu7vwcittveyh8tvZhS9t7jkxue2YcKw9CEdo1DjoCVnB1baJsSl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/EMGI8.
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Praising Hamas Leader Hassan Youssef 
July 2019

I n   this July 2, 2019 post, Sharif praised Hamas leader and co-founder Sheikh Hassan Youssef as a “�rm leader,” 
writing “we are proud of you.”353 Youssef has been arrested by Israel several times for his Hamas activities.354

Several self-identi�ed UNRWA teachers liked this post.
  

353	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (July 2, 2019), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id08JtPSXm84DboYRDWqKT9G7DraqtaLbvt8ApoB8BRCVuLpPjEkZJHkX2F1ix94weUl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/EMGI8. 

354	 Hamas founder gets six-month detention in Israel without trial, I24 News  (April 8, 2019), https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/
diplomacy-defense/1554749318-hamas-founder-gets-six-month-detention-in-israel-without-trial; Palestinian killed in clashes with 
IDF troops, Jerusalem Post  (May 22, 2019), https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/idf-arrests-sheikh-hassan-yousef-palestinian-
reports-585501. 
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Eulogizing Hamas Leader Omar Barghouti 
March 2021

In t his March 25, 2021 Facebook post, Sharif eulogized Hamas terrorist Omar Barghouti, one of the 
co-founders of the Al-Qassam Brigades in the West Bank, who was convicted of murdering an Israeli in 
1978 and served a total of 27 years in prison.355 The post also refers to Barghouti’s son, Saleh Barghouti, as 
a “martyr.” Saleh was a Hamas terrorist who had shot and injured seven Israeli civilians at a bus stop in 
December 2018, including a pregnant woman whose baby later died.356 In addition, the post mentions Asim 
Barghouti, another of Barghouti’s sons who killed two IDF soldiers and injured a third a few days later.357

The Facebook post was liked over 80 times, including by Sharif’s close UNRWA colleague Ibrahim Merie 
and many UNRWA students and teachers.

355	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (March 25, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02yDcntNToBZjYPwZZg6eByvE6D7XxUNuVxQFF5CPP2CtZmbRyMCbyHVJJsgZMTLWWl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/
zawvS. Al-Qassam reveals some secrets of the jihadist biography of the leader Omar Barghouti, Shams (March 25, 2021), https://shms.
ps/post/118490/������ -��� -������-����
��� -�
�� -���	�-��� -���� -��
���  ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/aYIg0. Omar Barghouti (Abu Asif), 
Vision for Political Development  (March 26, 2021), https://vision-pd.org/513571/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/HaJOS.  

356	 Ofra and Givat Assaf terrorists reported to be Barghout brothers, Jerusalem Post  (December 20, 2018), https://www.jpost.com/
arab-israeli-con•ict/ofra-terrorist-eliminated-on-wednesday-is-brother-of-givat-asaf-terrorist-574932. 

357	 Id. 
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Honoring Hezbollah Terrorist Mohammad Tahan 
May 2021

In this  M ay 14, 2021 Facebook post, Sharif honors Hezbollah terrorist Mohammad Tahan as a “Palestine 
martyr” who was “martyred on the Lebanese Palestinian border.”358 Tahan was killed attempting to in�ltrate 
Israel. He comes from a Hezbollah family who described him as “consumed by the idea of becoming a martyr 
— of ful�lling the destiny laid out for him since he was born.” About his death, Tahan’s father stated “I wouldn’t 
expect anything less from him. Nothing scared him. I am the same. My children are the same as well. Even 
my daughter, when she was little, wanted to have a plastic gun, just like her brothers. For us, freeing Palestine 
is tantamount to an obligatory prayer…We were raised to take the road to Jerusalem.”359

    

The post was liked over 200 times, including by many UNRWA employees. Several UNRWA employees 
also endorsed the post in their comments.

358	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (May 14, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id031noiCDJecPLDcw2tni51GLB4nd2oQW4GZ8umuWAVTUxs2ZQQUj3UeMm6K5FuGKWrl; Archive Link: https://archive.
ph/9pWUO.

359	 Mohammad Tahhan: A Leap Into Martyrdom, L’Orient Today  (May 19, 2021), https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1262387/
mohammad-tahan-a-leap-into-martyrdom.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ADGWK.
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Commemorating PFLP General Secretary Abu Ali Mustafa 
May 2021

In this Ma y 23, 2021 Facebook post, Sharif commemorated Abu Ali Mustafa, who had served as the former 
General Secretary of the PFLP terrorist organization.360 Sharif’s post glori�es Abu Ali Mustafa as a “martyr” 
and “mujahideen” and lauds the fact that the terrorist groups operate in “unity” — “our unity is the secret of 
our strength.”361

The post had 155 likes, including by many UNRWA employees. An UNRWA HR assistant manager also 
endorsed the post in a comment.

360	 Pro�le: Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), BBC (November 18, 2014), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-30099510. 

361	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (May 23, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id023gzwUh6JveR6xGK18oiKzLwMkBX2w3t21Wo7QTXrSdQYhq2U1JPQpGr67TL38iVFl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/sQuEl. 
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Celebrating Gilboa Prison Break 
September 2021

On September 6, 2021, Sharif publis hed several Facebook posts celebrating a prison break in Israel in which 
six Palestinian prisoners, four of whom were serving life sentences for capital crimes, managed to escape from 
the Gilboa prison and evade capture for several days. The mastermind was Zakaria Zubeidi, the former leader 
of Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades in Jenin. The others were all members of Palestinian Islamic Jihad.362 Sharif’s 
posts referred to the six escapees as “heroes” and “moons,” implying they are destined to paradise, and lauded 
the “glory” and “dignity” they achieved in their “landmark” escape.363

 

The posts received 161 likes, 119 likes, and 84 likes, respectively, including by many UNRWA employees. 

362	 Israel searches for six Palestinians after rare prison break, AP (September 6, 2021), https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-israel-prisons-
prison-breaks-78ba3a2adac1ec88fe195be10ba85fde. 

363	 See, e.g., Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (September 6, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02c9nojPWtovotk8NxcbZzHuB96m24cW4h8EXTZV9xkJhxLQSmTQUB9zmNbzJ7JSral; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/T2DNO. Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (September 6, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0kxLh7P1RacCsAecMzBzBHgeYtMYDvt4vCKJddwFdYq238PVb8g6tTNcCDQeYvX5El; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/oqiVy. Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (September 7, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id028ERWwTwpnUHEwixa5Q3A5G3dNDpnv267icbzqzkitoD5oUv96aADy2woC7nfVtrBl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/U5kyk.
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Honoring Hamas Terrorist Fadi Abu Shkheidem 
November 2021

In this November 21, 2021 Face book Post, Sharif honored terrorist Fadi Abu Shkheidem as representing “a 
truth that every usurper, aggressor and occupier must understand” and shared a poster of him described as 
a “martyr.” 364 Abu Shkheidem was killed in the course of committing a terrorist attack in Jerusalem’s Old 
City, murdering one and injuring four others.365 The text on the poster reads “our blood creates victory.” By 
sharing the poster, Sharif endorses terrorist violence.

This post was liked by 95 people, including many UNRWA employees. It was also endorsed by UNRWA 
employees in comments.

364	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (November 21, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0rS2SjBJCmoRMT58aFdCRyJQAzCv6ZYU2kHTNgSr13kSgnmTV33eRmv8UUK4LPqWGl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/rpPTP.

365	 Fadi Abu Shkheidem, Israel-Palestine Timeline  (November 21, 2021), https://israelpalestinetimeline.org/fadi-abu-shkheidem/; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/oJj9Q.
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Eulogizing Influential Muslim Brotherhood Jihadist 
September 2022

In this September 26, 202 2 Facebook post, Sharif eulogized Sheikh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, referring to him as 
“his eminence” and “a defender of the Islamic nation.”366 Al-Qaradawi, a longtime member of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, is mainly known as the key �gure in shaping the concept of violent jihad. In 2004, Al-Qaradawi 
formed the World Association of Muslim Scholars to coordinate the activity of radical Islamic scholars around 
the world. He ran the organization until 2018.367

366	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (September 26, 2022) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02yV2Jpi7dX6HNCuLvoATS4UJn4geTBEvydngYdvr4Jb36sXidH4PevBXd6VEsNpbYl. 

367	 Sheik Yusuf AL-Qaradawi and his impact on the dissemination of radical Islam, Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism 
Information Center  (October 23, 2022), https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/sheikh-yusuf-Al-qaradawi-and-his-impact-on-the-
dissemination-of-radicAl-islam/#:~:text=Qaradawi%20is%20mainly%20known%20as,some%20of%20the%20Arab%20regimes. 
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Eulogizing PIJ Spokesperson Khader Adnan 
May 2023

In this May 2, 2023 Facebook Post, Shari f   eulogized Khader Adnan, a senior leader of Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad, who died in Israeli jail after 86 days of hunger-striking. He had been arrested 13 times by Israel for his 
PIJ activities.368 Sharif referred to him as “the martyr.”369

Translation: 

Khader Adnan

The sheikh, prisoner, and martyr

“By the Lord of the Ka’aba I have succeeded.”

368	 A day of tension following the death of a Palestinian prisoner in an Israeli jail, Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information 
Center  (May 4, 2023), https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/a-day-of-tension-following-the-death-of-a-palestinian-prisoner-in-an-
israeli-jail/. 

369	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (May 2, 2023) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0tMs3gUP2rYN5QmqcBJeWP1PuS8mDF6PrJUYRR1nBJ3upN3CYB7SZTLd6nFZtpWWMl. 
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Erasing Israel From the Map 
July 2023

In this July 25, 2023 Facebook post, Sharif laments th e  creation of the State of Israel which resulted in the 
area “not remain[ing] Palestine” and vows Palestinian “return.”

The post includes a map of the entire territory, labeled “Historic Palestine”, using only Arabic city names, 
completely erasing Israel. The map is from “The General Conference of [UNRWA] Sta� Unions” in Amman. 
The text next to the map encourages all UNRWA teachers to disseminate this map.370

Translation of Map Text:

Dear colleagues in all of our areas of operations:

May the peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon you.

Attached is a historic map of Palestine, so that it can be publicized, and to encourage all workers and their 
families to post it on social media sites.

In gratitude and appreciation,

The Leadership of the General Conference of Employees’ Unions at the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency

Amman, July 23rd, 2023

370	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (July 25, 2023), Link no longer available.
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Celebrating Hamas October 7th Attack on Israeli Communities 
October 2023

In the immediate aft e rmath of the Hamas October 7th attack, Sharif published several posts on Facebook 
praising the massacre. Early in the day on October 7th, he excitedly wrote “Allah is the greatest…Praise be 
to Allah.”371 Sharif followed this with another post implying that the Hamas attack was Allah “soothing 
the hearts of the believers,” i.e., the Palestinians.372 In yet another October 7th post, Sharif “praised” and 
“thanked” Allah.373 On October 8th, Sharif again posted, citing a verse from the Quran implying that Allah 
had guided the Hamas attack — “you did not kill them, but Allah killed them…”374

On October 22, 2023, Sharif endorsed the ongoing attacks on Israel by both Hamas and Hezbollah, writing 
“may Allah have mercy on the martyrs of the Lebanese and Palestinian people who rose to defend the land 
of glory.”375

371	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (October 7, 2023) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02q5W8TUPBgdvYPtPqvjsrGVsq8zNX2eKrQjUxeLHYwnduGPd39icBz1Kdfsauh9Tgl. 

372	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (October 7, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0EETjk8A6hzMoz5vFYPoP6yboACE4dnyCziAZTnwytikGURHv6em4ZKf1B6teY62al; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/wiEpQ.

373	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (October 7, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02u8dcCagrd45STiJEBtSNcxkwWGaFNve1qZwCdDGuqTSUDuNWvnrqsSLRCgx1gSeVl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/pgYWf.

374	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (October 8, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02vaqGLqb6PoAWisNo3rstu7ACFjcJkCna9LhHZjC6QQgJ5rUr1ZhH9rwBbwy7VbAJl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/7iN2p.

375	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (October 22, 2023) (deleted),https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0eSuMBCQhhaoKu�9xWAEVw1cqSW2LxgcRvuQKCFNPSJzLxJqWwJEiHvtK6R8A5dxl. 
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Publicly Endorsing Hamas Resistance 
November 2023

On November 8, 2023, UNRWA Lebanon Director  Dorothee Kl aus appeared next to Sharif at an  event where 
he proclaimed his support for “the resistance.”376

Sanctioning Hamas Hostage-Taking Strategy 
November 2023

In this November 23, 2023 Facebook post, Sharif  t h anks Hamas for freeing convicted terrorist Israa Jaabis 
who had detonated a bomb in 2015, injuring an Israeli police o�cer. “Prisoners are free,” wrote Sharif, “thanks 
to Allah �rst and the Mujahideen second.”377 Jaabis was released as part of the November 2023 deal in which 
Israeli hostages held by Hamas were exchanged for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails.378 

376	 @HillelNeuer, X (October 2, 2024, 7:24 AM), https://x.com/HillelNeuer/status/1841332604554858790; In pictures and videos: Israel kills 
Hamas leader in Lebanon: Who is Fateh Sharif Abu Amin? Janoubia  (September 30, 2024), https://janoubia.com/2024/09/30/-������
�� -����-���� -�����
 -�������
 /; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/eUabC.  

377	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (November 23, 2023) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p	id02ismKVtHZdfqEpae9wkyWKr7ceof3JhNAc9cjFbng3434mBrkyywae7PhxohkpoEql. 

378	 Hamas says Palestinian bomber Israa Jaabis among those to be released by Israel tonight, Times of Israel  (November 25, 2023), https://
www.timeso�srael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-says-palestinian-bomber-israa-jaabis-among-those-to-be-released-by-israel-tonight/. 
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Lauding Hamas Success in Freeing Palestinian Prisoners 
November 2023

In this November 26, 2023 Facebook po st, Sharif celebrates the Hamas achievement of freeing Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli prisons through its hostage-taking strategy — “all the Arab and Muslim armies could not 
free them but the resistance did…”379 The post e�ectively endorses Hamas hostage-taking, which is a war 
crime.

Top UNRWA Educator Calls for Whistleblower to “Die With Disgust” 
March 2024

In this March 31, 2024 Facebook  post, Sharif called for the death of the whistleblower who reported him, 
causing him to be suspended. “May Allah not bless you,” wrote Sharif, expressing his hope that “cowards like 
you” should “not sleep.” Sharif concludes with a �nal wish for the “spy” to “die with your disgust.”380

379	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (November 26, 2023) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0N5ydRTA4wJZkFtYsV8N55Dv6WRzRXGW3UAC8rNFyxVfZoBfrEYYJ5WWm5agqWkd7l. 

380	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (March 31, 2024) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0Gy9V1FGLWH1wYryqEG81RHch8DEvkk5cuNP5yYKDoyyAjvimuVkVKKKRv4MhH3uKl. 
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Endorsing Hamas “Resistance” 
April 2024

In this April 6, 2024 Facebook post, Sharif endorsed Hamas terrorism ,  calling it “resistance” and proclaiming 
that it will “be victorious.” 381

Translation:

“Our people’s resistance will de�nitely be victorious God Willing, despite the dissent of the weak and plot 
of the conspirators. God always prevails in His purpose and victory comes only from the servant of God.”

381	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (April 6, 2024) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id02juW9KymPHjdJobhe77mME9E1xj7pjkwM61xjJ6VwU3t2LPfPra8dWZsRWM76mzZdl. 
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2016–2024: UNRWA Knew About 
Sharif’s Close Ties to Terrorists

Sharif Attends Event Grooming Children to  
Become Hamas Terrorists 
March 2016

On March 13, 2016, Sharif, along with other Hamas leaders, attended a Palestinian Youth and Sports 
Foundation karate festival titled “The Festival of Loyalty of the Martyrs.” The event was held during the 
“Week of the Martyrs” to commemorate Hamas terrorist leaders Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Al-Rantisi.

Sharif sat next to Hamas’s Jihad Taha who spoke at the event endorsing the “Jerusalem Intifada” and 
glorifying the “�ame of resistance.” He praised the “strong resolve and will of generations of Palestinians for 
whom the blood of the martyrs has charted a course toward pride and dignity, and opened a path to liberation 
and return.” In his speech, Taha also criticized reduction of services by UNRWA and called on Palestinians 
to protest “UNRWA’s opportunistic policy until all the camp residents’ just demands are ful�lled.”382

Photos of the event show Sharif standing next to Taha under a banner commemorating Hamas terror chief 
Ahmed Yassin and Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Rantisi, and a young child dressed in a military uniform with a medal 
around his neck.

382	 The Palestinian Youth and Sports Foundation holds its �rst Kyokushinkai-Karate festival entitled “Festival of Loyalty to the Martyrs,” 
Al-Buss  (March 13, 2016), https://www.albuss.net/2016/03/blog-post_79.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/t1ArC . 
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Sharif Organizes Hamas Event to Honor UNRWA Teachers 
March 2018

On March 29, 2018, Sharif organized a Hamas “Land Day” event to honor the UNRWA teachers at Al-Buss 
camp. In his keynote speech, Sharif called on the UNRWA sta� to oppose President Trump’s Deal of the 
Century as a “Zionist” plan.

Despite this being an UNRWA tribute event, an invited speaker was Hamas political and media relations 
o�cer Abdul Majeed Al-Awad. He began by praising the teachers for their role “in preparing an aware and 
educated generation.” “Every person has their own battle�eld,” he said, “and the teacher’s battle�eld is 
education.”

Al-Awad was referring here to Land Day, saying that “this day is the day to insist on the liberation of every 
inch of Palestinian land, and our Palestinian people have proven with their blood that we are the legitimate 
owners of the land, and that the occupiers are the foreign intruders.” He added that “we must all stand shoulder 
to shoulder to oppose the Deal of the Century,” stressing that “the greatest response to the deal is the return 
marches, working to unite the ranks of the Palestinians and strengthening the Palestinians, and reaching an 
agreement on a joint strategy focusing on opposition and resistance.”383

This episode shows how Sharif collaborated with Hamas to ensure that the UNRWA teachers indoctrinate 
their students in the Hamas philosophy of violent resistance.

The below photo of the event shows Sharif next to the Hamas representatives.

383	 Hamas honors teachers in Al-Buss camp, Al-Buss  (March 30, 2018),  https://www.albuss.net/2018/03/blog-post_15.html; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/UlBys . 
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Top Hamas Officials Attend Engagement Party for Sharif’s Son Amin 
February 2019

On February 1, 2019, Sharif hosted an engagement party for his son Amin. The event was attended by top 
Hamas leaders.384 The second picture below features Hamas Lebanon o�cials Ahmad Abd Al-Hadi, Jihad 
Taha, and Abdul Majeed Al-Awad at the engagement party.

384	 Engagement of the young groom Amin Fath Sharif, Al-Buss  (February 1, 2019), https://www.albuss.net/2019/02/blog-post_78.html; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/8cVLP . 
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The Hamas Trio in Lebanon

The Hamas trio of Ahmad Abd Al-Hadi, Jihad Taha, and Abdul Majeed Al-Awad, who appear multiple times 
with Sharif, have been hosted as the o�cial representatives of Hamas in Lebanon at a series of meetings, 
including with the Ambassadors of Iran,385 Russia,386 Qatar,387 Turkey,388 Algeria,389 Indonesia,390 Cuba,391 and 
Venezuela.392 They have also been hosted by Lebanese o�cials including the Minister of Labor Mustafa 
Bayram393 and former Prime Minister Hassan Diab.394 In addition, they have represented Hamas in meetings 
with the o�cials of Hezbollah, 395 Islamic Jihad,396 and Al-Jamaa Al-Islamiya.397 Finally, they have also been 
interviewed as Hamas representatives by Al-Jazeera398 and Newsweek,399 where Al-Hadi stated concerning 
the October 7th attacks: “We coordinated with Hezbollah and with Iran before, during, and after this battle 
at the highest levels.”

In meetings with the Russian Ambassador,400 the Venezuelan Ambassador,401 and the terrorist group 
Al-Jamaa Al-Islamiya,402 the topic of discussion was how to pressure UNRWA. In a meeting with the vice-pres-
ident of the Supreme Islamic Shiite Council, Sheikh Ali Al-Khatib, the trio conveyed greetings from Hamas 
leader Ismail Haniyeh.403 In a meeting with Hezbollah, Al-Hadi relayed a message from Haniyeh to Nasrallah 
through Hezbollah’s liaison.404

385	 Hamas discusses several issues with Iran’s ambassador to Lebanon, Palestinian Press Agency  (July 2, 2020), https://safa.ps/
post/286303/�����-� -�����-��� -�� -�������-���
 -���
 -	�� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/B0UdX . 

386	 Hamas representative reviews latest developments with Russian ambassador to Lebanon, Atahari  (April 24, 2024), https://atahari.
com/2024/04/24/�� -� -����� -����� -�� -���•�� -	�� -•••�/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/YdwwS . 

387	 Hamas  representative in Lebanon discussed palestinian situation with Qatari ambassador, NNA  (May 16, 2023), https://www.nna-leb.
gov.lb/ar/��� -�� -••�• �­���-€�‚�ƒ�-��
 -�����-� -	�� -•••�/614545/•��•� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/gfuM1 . 

388	 Hamas representative discusses with Turkish ambassador to Lebanon developments of Palestinian issue and Al-Aqsa Flood battle, 
Al-Ahed News  (February 7, 2024), https://www.alahednews.com.lb/fastnewsdetails.php?fstid=240695.  

389	 Hamas meets Algerian ambassador in Beirut, Racamp News (November 17, 2022), https://www.racamp.net/2022/11/blog-post_137.html.  

390	 Hamas discusses developments in the Palestinian issue with the Indonesian ambassador to Lebanon, Felesteen  (September 17, 2019), 
https://felesteen.news/post/52421/••�• �­���-••����-„��…•��-�����-� -†•‡��‡ˆ�-����� -�� -���
 -	�� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/
Kq9aW.  

391	 Hamas representative in Lebanon discusses with Cuban ambassador developments in Palestinian issue and conditions of Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon, Al Manar  (November 8, 2021), https://www.almanar.com.lb/8922509; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/AKs0l .

392	 Hamas discusses Palestinian developments with Venezuelan ambassador in Beirut, The Palestinian Information Center  (November 
16, 2021), https://palinfo.com/news/2021/11/16/114449/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/�MDL . 

393	 Minister Bayram receives a delegation from Hamas, Lebanese Ministry of Labor  (October 21, 2021), https://www.labor.gov.lb/
LatestNewsDetails.aspx?newsid=16478; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/VUqiz . 

394	 Hamas conveyed messages from Haniyeh to Diab and Saad, Al Binaa  (May 22, 2021), https://www.Al-binaa.com/archives/298603; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/07Jl2 . Hamas delegation meets Lebanese Prime Minister at Grand Serail, Al Alam  (June 14, 2020), 
https://www.alalam.ir/news/4990131/‰�Š‹���-Œ�Ž��-� -••‡���­��-•�Š‹���-‘•’“ -‰�•­�-	�� -”� -�•� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/avGsh .   

395	 Hezbollah’s �rst jabal amel o�cial received a Hamas delegation: We will celebrate the great victory, NNA  (November 17, 2023), https://
www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/–-”� -��•�-•��•�� -—­��-̃ ™�-� -š�ƒ�-•��
 -•�› -œ�ž��/655798/•��•� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/uCYJO . 

396	 The Palestinian forces alliance in the sur region meets with MP Ali Khreisi and discusses the latest developments with him, borjnews  
(August 11, 2023), https://borjnews.wordpress.com/2023/08/11/Ÿ­�“Š¡•� �•••••�• �­���¢Š�������
/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Xoibf . 

397	 Hamas representative received a delegation from the Islamic Group in Lebanon, NNA  (July 17, 2023),  https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/
627565/•��•� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/hvAsM . 

398	 Hamas representative visits Al Jazeera o�ce to o�er condolences over journalists Shireen Abu Akleh, NNA  (May 12, 2022), https://www.
nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/£-”��¤ -•••��¥��¦-��™��-§��™…��-�•‹� -“�̈ -	�� -•••�/540880/•��•� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/LjyUU . 

399	 Allegations of Betrayal: Hamas’ Coordination with Iran and its Consequences, Arab Times Kuwait  (October 19, 2023),  https://www.
arabtimesonline.com/news/allegations-of-betrayAl-hamas-coordination-with-iran-and-its-consequences/; Archive Link: https://archive.
ph/OrxWZ . 

400	 Hamas representative discussed developments in the Palestinian issue with the Russian ambassador to Lebanon, Shehab News 
(September 29, 2022), https://shehabnews.com/p/108135; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/u4bBN . 

401	 Hamas discusses Palestinian development with Venezuelan ambassador in Beirut, The Palestinian Information Center  (November 
16, 2021), https://palinfo.com/news/2021/11/16/114449/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/�MDL .

402	 Hamas representative received a delegation from the Islamic Group in Lebanon, NNA  (July 17, 2023),  https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/
627565/•��•� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/hvAsM .  

403	 Sheikh Al-Khatib received a delegation from the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) in Lebanon, Racamp (April 13, 2022), https://
www.racamp.net/2022/04/blog-post_950.html.  

404	 A message from Haniyeh to Mr. Nasrallah, Al Mehwar News (July 6, 2020), https://almehwarnews.com/post/6460/single-post.html; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/gEAD3 . 
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Jihad Taha and Ahmad Abd Al-Hadi have also been involved in UNRWA demonstrations before. In the 
photo below from January 23, 2016, both can be seen holding a banner in front of UNRWA headquarters in 
Beirut protesting changes to UNRWA’s health policies.405 

Top Officials From Hamas and Other Terrorist Groups Attend 
Engagement Party for Sharif’s Son Ibrahim 
June 2020

On June 24, 2020, Sharif hosted an engagement party for his son Ibrahim. The event was attended by 
top leaders from Hamas and other terrorist groups. In the picture below,406 Sharif and his two sons are seen 
embracing Sheikh Haitham Abdul Karim Al-Saadi “Abu Tariq,” deputy emir of the UN-designated terrorist 
group Islamic Ansar League.407 The photos were posted on a news site for the UNRWA community, and 
naturally many within UNRWA — teachers, administrators, and other employees — would have seen it.

405	 Thousands of Palestinians protest in front of UNRWA headquarters in Beirut, rejecting cuts in services, Al Quds News (January 23, 
2016), https://alqudsnews.net/image/gallery/134/�-����-������� -�������
� -�
� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Ksy6b . 

406	 Engagement of the young man Ibrahim Fath Sharif to the young lady Batoul Ali Al-Makhal, Al-Buss  (June 24, 2020), https://www.albuss.
net/2020/06/blog-post_718.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/iu5OX . 

407	 Asbat Al-Ansar, United Nations Security Council  (Last visited July 2, 2024), https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/1267/
aq_sanctions_list/summaries/entity/asbat-Al-ansar. 
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Current and former self-identi�ed UNRWA colleagues liking Sharif’s December 17th Facebook Post.
 

Sharif Eulogizes Islamic Ansar League Leader Abu Tariq 
June 2023

On June 3, 2023, Sharif eulogized Islamic Ansar League Leader Sheikh Haitham Abdul Karim Al-Saadi 
“Abu Tariq”,422 deputy emir of the UN-designated terrorist group Islamic Ansar League.423 Sharif’s Facebook 
eulogy includes a photo of himself together with Abu Tariq and a tribute referring to Abu Tariq as one of “my 
honorable brothers” in “the Ansar League.”424

 

422	 Joint Palestinian Action in Lebanon mourns a leader from “Usbat Al-Ansar,” Quds Press, (June 3 2023), https://qudspress.com/54000/; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/1jLPG .

423	 Asbat Al-Ansar, United Nations Security Council  (Last visited July 2, 2024), https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/1267/
aq_sanctions_list/summaries/entity/asbat-Al-ansar. 

424	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (June 3, 2023) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=2206819282861411&set=pb.100006000814550.-2207520000&type=3. 
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Sharif Attends Hamas Rallies, Celebrating October 7th Massacre 
October 2023

As seen in the photos below,425 on October 13, 2023, Sharif attended a Hamas rally in the Al-Buss camp 
celebrating Hamas’s October 7th massacre in Israel.426 

At the rally, Sharif appears in photos next to the Hamas organizers of the rally, including Hamas spokesman 
in Lebanon Jihad Taha,427 who has publicly praised and endorsed the October 7th attack. 

In February 2024, Taha said the “Al-Aqsa Flood” (referring to the Hamas massacre) paves the way for the 
“decisive battle with the enemy,” adding “we will pray in Al-Aqsa as conquerors.”428 At a political seminar 
in April 2024, Taha reiterated this idea — “the battle of the Al-Aqsa Flood broke all Zionist equations, and 
established a new phase of the con�ict with the Zionist entity and a prelude to the battle of liberation and 
return and the defeat of the occupation.”429

As Hamas spokesman, Jihad Taha has been heavily involved in the hostage negotiations.430 Recently, 
Taha praised the “steadfastness of the resistance in Gaza,” (i.e., Hamas,  along with other Iranian-sponsored 
terrorist groups) and credited it for bringing Israel to the negotiating table.431 Two months before October 
7th, Taha had “denounced as a mirage” Israel’s attempted normalization with Saudi Arabia.432 Notably, Saudi 
Arabia blamed October 7th for derailing the talks.433

425	 Abo Youssef Nadi Dallas, Facebook (October 13, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/
photo/?�id=10231563976952599&set=pb.1535297569.-2207520000. 

426	 Massive popular demonstrations in various Lebanese regions in support of Gaza in Operation “Al Aqsa Flood,” Elnashra  (October 13, 
2023), https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1640575/���� -���������-������ -��
�� -
	��� -����� -������� -; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/
qEnaG. 

427	 The struggle in Al-Buss camp participates in a stand in support of Gaza and the West Bank, Al-Buss  (October 13, 2023), https://www.
albuss.net/2023/10/blog-post_572.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ogj4W . 

428	 Hamas Spokesman Jihad Taha: “The Battle of the Flood of Al-Aqsa lays the foundation or the decisive battle with the enemy and we will 
pray in Al-Aqsa as Conquerors,” Palestinian Media Center  (February 19, 2024), https://nabd.com/s/133059208-4dbb8b/-•••��� -������
••��• - ­€� -‚ -ƒ„�•…-…	���-†�-��‡�ˆ��-�‰��•��-Š �€­ -�Œسّ› -Ž�•‘�-�‰���-’� -��“”-•� .–.—-�‰��-̃ •�™; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/
Vchy9.  

429	 On the occasion of Jerusalem Day: Jihad Taha con�rms the �ood of Al-Aqsa is not equations, Al-Ummah Electronic Newspaper 
(alomah.net)  (April 6, 2024), https://alomah.net/�-Ž�•‘�-	‰Œš-’� -��“” -•	›�� -–‘š-��•��œ/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/�zQG .

430	 Hamas spokesman says terror group ‘dealing positively’ with e�orts to close hostage truce deal, Times of Israel  (July 4, 2024), https://
www.timesožsrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-spokesman-says-terror-group-dealing-positively-with-eŸorts-to-close-hostage-truce-deal/; 
Hamas: The Palestinian people the only ones to determine Gaza’s future, The Palestinian Information Center  (July 3, 2024), https://
english.palinfo.com/news/2024/07/03/321447/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/judTs .  

431	 Hamas Spokesman In Lebanon: ‘The Victory In Gaza Will Be Similar To That Of Lebanon In 2006,’ MEMRI  (May 9, 2024), https://www.
memri.org/jttm/hamas-spokesman-lebanon-victory-gaza-will-be-similar-lebanon-2006. 

432	 Hamas slams Netanyahu’s normalization attempts with Saudi Arabia as ‘mirage,’ Press TV  (August 8, 2023), https://www.presstv.ir/
Detail/2023/08/08/708595/Palestinian-resistance-movement-Hamas-normalization-agreement-Saudi-Arabia-mirage; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/pAYNV. 

433	 Saudis say Iran instigate October 7th to sabotage Israel normalization, The JC  (April 15, 2024), https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/
saudis-say-iran-instigated-october-7-to-sabotage-israel-normalisation-ji9krhn6. 
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Sharif Seated Next to Hamas Leadership at Event Celebrating 
“Martyrdom” of Three Hamas Terrorists 
October 2023

On October 19, 2023, less than two weeks after the October 7th Hamas attack, Sharif attended a Hamas event 
in Lebanon to celebrate the “martyrdom” of three Hamas terrorists: Ahmed Osama Othman and Yahya Nayef 
Abdel Razek from Ain Al-Hilweh camp, and Suhaib Omar Kayed from Wadi Al-Zeina.434 The three were killed 
on October 13 while attempting to in�ltrate from Lebanon into the northern Israeli community of Moshav 
Margaliot.435 An October 19 Facebook post from a Hamas account refers to them as “the three moons,” a 
phrase often used to refer to Palestinian terrorists, implying that these three will enter paradise because they 
are radiant and followed the path of Allah.436 In the �rst picture below, Sharif is seen sitting with his arms 
crossed, while Hamas Lebanon leader Ahmad Abd Al-Hadi addresses the crowd. 

Just one day earlier, on October 18, Al-Hadi had told Politico that Hamas has “very strong relations with 
Hezbollah. We were cooperating with Hezbollah before the attack on Israel and after and now we are in full 
cooperation.”437 Months later, in June 2024, when asked about the October 7th massacre, Al-Hadi declared 
“If we could go back in time, we would do it again.”438

434	 Siblin Valley and Iqlim El-Kharoub - News, Facebook (October 19, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id02GEZSLGyUmCLrMDE8bRZ64gSTxFv25xSFuCHXW6aaFM85qHxUmtJ3ZyfQfTDNf4DSl&id=100064101370399; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/prsTg .

435	 Al-Qassam: 3 �ghters killed in operation in northern occupied Palestine, Al Quds (October 15, 2024), https://www.alquds.com/en/
posts/96507; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Uh6l5 . Emanuel Fabian, IDF again strikes Hezbollah after drones from Lebanon 
intercepted over north, Times of Israel  (October 14, 2023), https://www.timeso�srael.com/idf-again-strikes-hezbollah-a�er-drones-from-
lebanon-intercepted-over-north/. 

436	 According to Muslim tradition, moons are used to refer to believers to whom paradise has been promised.

437	 Jamie Dettmer, Hamas says it’s closely coordinating war’s next moves with Hezbollah in Lebanon, Politico  (October 18, 2023), https://
www.politico.eu/article/hamas-say-closely-coordinate-war-next-move-hezbollah-lebanon/. 

438	 Hamas Representative in Lebanon Ahmad Abd Al-Hadi: If We Could Go Back In Time, We Would Carry Out The October 7th Attacks All 
Over Again; The U.S. Was Acting To Normalize And Assimilate Israel Into The Region, MEMRI  (June 18, 2024), https://www.memri.org/
reports/hamas-representative-lebanon-ahmad-abd-Al-hadi-if-we-could-go-back-time-we-would-carry-out.
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Sharif Praises Sons of Deceased Hamas Leaders for “Walking On 
Their [Fathers’] Path”
January 2024

On January 3, 2024, Sharif posted a photo of himself embracing the sons of two senior Hamas leaders killed in 
Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon — Abu Amer Fendi, the leader of Hamas operations in southern Lebanon, 
killed January 2, 2024444 and Abu Khaled Al-Kharaz, deputy commander of the Al-Qassam Brigades in 
Lebanon, killed November 21, 2023.445 Sharif comforted the sons of the “martyrs” and praised them for 
“walking” on “the path” of their fathers.446

Several self-identi�ed UNRWA employees liked and commented on this post.
     

444	 Hamas operations chief in Lebanon martyred in assassination attack, Roya News (January 2, 2024), https://en.royanews.tv/
news/48031; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/X5rKK . 

445	 Martyred in shelling in Southern Lebanon: Hamas mourns leader Khaled Hamed Al-Karaz, Alaraby  (November 21, 2023), https://www.
alaraby.com/news/������-���� -���� -������� -��
� -�
� -	�
��-��
� -���� -��•••� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Qt5Bx . 

446	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (January 3, 2024) (Deleted), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p•id02bWCypSVu4tRMqNV4QsjbENVZtUsBRgymHxgtEUYxtg9NofFQXkhJVxnNzF6B4QTYl. 
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Sharif Venerates PFLP Member Mohamed Zeeb Al-Jadou as “Old 
Union Friend” 
February 2024

In this February 16, 2024 post eulogizing PFLP member Mohamed Zeeb Al-Jadou on his death, Sharif 
described him as a “father,” “teacher,” and “friend.”447 The PFLP website describes him as “a model of �ghter 
and educator,” a long time UNRWA teacher and member of the UNRWA Lebanon sta� union who had educated 
a generation to “believe in the justice of its cause and the struggles to restore its usurped rights.”448

Sharif’s post was l iked by 97 people, presumably including many UNRWA employees. In addition, several 
UNRWA employees endorsed the post in comments.

447	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (February 16, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id0YdfQWbRkjcvAgom5dNgFvyZ8fRvCFS5K86XdSyQnmVWghNZB1jn4dqr3Rnhk1LLcl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/bD2TL . 

448	 The Palestinian Teachers Organization mourns the activist, national leader and trade unionist Hajj Mr. Mohamed Theeb Al-Jadua (Abu 
Ali) , PFLP (February 2024), https://p�p-lb.org/?p=804; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/7aFMD .
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Al Akhbar Reports: Sharif Was “Senior Leader in Hamas” 
March 2024

On March 25, 2024, Al Akhbar reported that the accusations by UNRWA against Sharif included that he is 
“ideologically and politically” a�liated with Hamas and holds “a senior leadership position in the organi-
zation.” Sharif was also accused of traveling to Turkey without UNRWA’s permission and meeting with senior 
Hamas leaders there.449

Sharif Honors “Brother” Hamas Member Abu Jihad Radwan Deeb
June 2024

On June 4, 2024, Sharif honored fellow Hamas member Abu Jihad Radwan Deeb after he passed away by 
posting condolences on Facebook and referring to him as “brother.”450

At his funeral, Abu Jihad Radwan Deeb was adorned with a Hamas headband.451

 

449	 German Director Prevents Solidarity With Gaza: Political Cleansing in UNRWA, Al-Akhbar  (March 25, 2024), https://Al-akhbar.com/
Politics/379122; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/HYyfg  See here for English translation, https://unwatch.org/Al-akhbar-head-of-unrwa-
teachers-is-senior-leader-of-hamas/. 

450	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (June 4, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p�id08bhpxWMKBfWNW9oXYGubRRWa�zwK75vK2nFaKpN77MhyeSpCfL5krM8u2WjgRmRl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/
L9ch2.

451	 Siblin Al-Wadi and Iqlim Al-Kharroub - News, Facebook (June 5, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/reel/838746528313055; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/rJaV9 .
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October 7, 2023 & Aftermath: Sharif 
Leads Pro-Hamas Protests

In the wake of the October 7th Hamas attack, t he UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union headed by Fateh Sharif 
led months of pro-Hamas political protests and fundraising campaigns related to the war in Gaza in gross 
breach of neutrality.453 Sharif proudly boasted on Facebook about these events, posting many photos (some 
copied below), including one in which a student is seen holding a Hamas �ag.454 One of the early protests 
was a “national open day” at all UNRWA schools where students and teachers were required to “wear the 
Palestinian ke�yeh, wear black clothes, and raise the Palestinian �ag.” The teachers were to “highlight our 
people’s right to resist the occupier based on a pre-planned program.” The union called on “student groups 
and parents... to organize furious protests coursing through the streets of the [refugee] camps and chant for 
Palestine, Al Aqsa Mosque, the [Palestinian] prisoners and the martyrs, especially the women and children.”455 
Protests like these continued unchecked for months and paralyzed the UNRWA school system in Lebanon.

 

453	 UNRWA Lebanon Sta� Union, Facebook (October 15, 2023) (announcing protest against Philippe 
Lazzarini for not doing enough to help Gazans), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id0fQcFg2Ug7q61hQ9taw15mS3qdcc8gugakZb4eY1K5WDRYmEwG�na7dBiDZ3B1iyl&id=100091946813785; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/VPwUM.

454	 Fateh Abo Amin, Facebook (April 2024) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=2432883290255008&set=pb.100006000814550.-2207520000&type=3, photo also found here https://www.albuss.net/2024/04/
blog-post_167.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/s4dtl. Fateh Abo Amin, Facebook (March 30, 2022), https://www.facebook.com/
photo.php?�id=1871035443106465&set=pb.100006000814550.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Zge1d. see also 
generally Fateh Abo Amin Photos, Facebook (Last visited July 4, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/photos; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/GbBKn.

455	 UNRWA Lebanon Sta� Union, Facebook (October 18, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_
�id=p�id0qHRFxuBQ8mZnQcUM8QnyTQf46ADrevWD4CMMBgQt8Ev1pZJYYUfBAk46U3xA54zxl&id=100091946813785; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/0BC6g.
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February-March 2024:  
UNRWA Suspends Fateh Sharif 

Decades after doing nothing about the terrorist in their midst, and  after at least a decade of his overt publi-
cation of his support for and links to terrorism, UNRWA took action in February 2024. This was apparently 
due to several factors. The UN spokesman said that they had received information from the government 
of Israel.456 Sharif himself, as noted above, claimed that he was reported to embassies by a whistleblower, 
whom he called “a spy.” At this time, following explosive revelations in January 2024 about UNRWA’s ties 
to terrorism, major donors suspended funding, and this created a funding crisis and pressure on UNRWA. 

The Lebanon Director, Dorothee Klaus, warned several of the UNRWA principals and protest leaders, 
including Fateh Sharif, that they had to cease these neutrality-breaching activities, and that if they refused 
to comply, they would have to resign. Next, when the disruptive protests continued, Klaus summoned Sharif 
on February 26, informing him that he had until March 2 to resign or face an investigation for his political 
activities on UNRWA premises.457 Finally, when Sharif declined to resign, Commissioner-General Philippe 
Lazzarini emailed him to con�rm that he was suspended for three months for “political activities violating 
neutrality.” 458

As noted above, Sharif wore many hats. He was an UNRWA school principal and head of the UNRWA 
Lebanon Teachers’ Union and, at the same time, a Hamas leader. Sharif attended many Hamas events, rallies, 
and funerals, always appearing near the Hamas leadership. One of these was a December 2021 funeral of 
three Hamas members who had been killed by Fatah.459 He eulogized the Hamas members as “our martyrs,” 
“our moons,” and “men of high importance” and wished “curses upon those who killed them,” referring to 
the Fatah forces.460 

Sharif also had close personal ties with other terrorists. In June 2023, Sharif publicly mourned the death 
of his friend Sheikh Haitham Abdul Karim Al-Saadi (“Abu Tariq”), deputy emir of the Islamic Ansar League 
— designated as a terrorist organization by the U.S., U.K., Canada, the UN, and others — whom he referred to 
as his “honorable brothers.”461

456	 See Daily Press Brie�ng, UN YouTube  (September 30, 2024, Minute 29:05), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlFnhNQsG3M; Full 
Transcript available here https://press.un.org/en/2024/db240930.doc.htm. 

457	 Ahmed Haj Ali, Strikes due to UNRWA �ring a school principal in Lebanon for his support of Gaza, Al-Modon  (March 2, 2024), https://
www.almodon.com/amp/society/2024/3/2/��� -������� -������-����
 -���
 -
	��	�
 -��� -���� -���
�� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/zM9SA.

458	 Lebanon: UNRWA punishes its two employees on charges of not being impartial, Al Jazeera  (March 27, 2024), https://www.aljazeera.net/
politics/2024/3/27/�•••�-�•••• 
-�­�€�-
	��	�
 -����‚. 

459	 Four killed in shooting at Palestinian camp in Lebanon, Hamas says, The Foreign Code  (December 13, 2021), https://theforeigncode.
com/four-killed-in-shooting-at-palestinian-camp-in-lebanon-hamas-says/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/unOlt.

460	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (December 18, 2021), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
pƒid02MsXSstaVq3n3mAxHcdph6t3spKpVLDUAj3YNRQbbfFbcBDu3RrEEbKviwwb3Vts4l; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/qvTm3.

461	 Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (June 2023) (deleted), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?ƒid=2206819282861411&set=pb.100006000814550.-2207520000&type=3. 



Schools in the Grip of Terror  143

March-May 2024:  
UNRWA Teachers’ Union and Local 
Terrorist Groups Rally Behind Sharif

Sharif’s suspension provoked sig ni�cant backlash. The UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union quickly issued 
“Statement No. 1,” supporting Sharif — a “brilliant” “leader and educator.” The statement characterized 
UNRWA’s demand that Sharif resign as an “existential war” and “brazen blackmail;” and accused UNRWA’s 
management of “crossing all red lines” and “playing with �re.”462 The Union further stated that UNRWA 
management was demanding Sharif’s resignation under the pretext that donors would stop contributing if 
UNRWA did not take such actions. The Union then questioned: “Whose interest is it to have this renewed 
terrorism waged against certain political and intellectual trends under the pretext of the support of donor 
countries?” They wondered whether “the Director-General, her team, and those who incited her can bear the 
consequences of these new and dangerous trends.”463

Sharif’s Teachers’ Union imposed a general strike, closing 64 UNRWA schools, a�ecting 39,000 UNRWA 
students.464 It warned the strike would be “followed by successive escalating steps with unprecedented 
ceilings” if the UNRWA administration did not reverse course on Sharif.465 

Palestinian terrorist groups openly rushed to defend Sharif. A coalition of Palestinian forces in Lebanon 
— the non-PLO terrorist organizations who had united to oppose the 1993 Oslo Accords, including Hamas, 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the PFLP, the Islamic forces, the popular and civil committees, and others — framed 
UNRWA’s actions as an attack on “the national identity of Palestinian employees,” which is “a red line,” and 
“we won’t let anyone cross it.”466 The PFLP,467 Palestinian Islamic Jihad,468 and Hamas469 also separately spoke 
out in defense of Sharif. A member of the popular committees in the Ain Al-Hilweh camp, Adnan Al-Rifai, 
complained that UNRWA’s version of neutrality was an attack “on the Palestinian national cause.” He warned 
that Dorothee Klaus could be barred from entering the camps if UNRWA did not retract the decision.470 

This terrorist coalition threatened UNRWA management, saying it would “consider them to be going along 
with malicious projects that target our people and its resistance [activities].” The coalition added that “our 
countrymen in Lebanon will oppose any malicious step taken against any employee by UNRWA’s management 
in Lebanon... through peaceful and gradually intensifying protest movements using various measures and 
methods.”471 

462	 He considered it blatant blackmail. The Lebanese Teachers’ Union rejects UNRWA’s demand for its president to resign, The Palestinian 
Information Center  (March 3, 2024), https://palinfo.com/news/2024/03/03/879423/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/JU2Va.

463	 Id.

464	 Muhammad Dahsha, The crisis with UNRWA is open: Fatah Sharif did not resign, Nidaal Watan  (March 5, 2024), https://www.
nidaalwatan.com/article/258701-����� -� -��� -��� -������ -���
��� -�� -��
�� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/M4Nql.

465	 Lebanon: broad solidarity with Fatah Sharif and demands for UNRWA to retract its decision, The Palestinian Information Center  
(March 3, 2024), https://palinfo.com/news/2024/03/03/879438/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/fYAFp.

466	  Ahmed Haj Ali, Strikes due to UNRWA �ring a school principal in Lebanon for his support of Gaza, Al-Modon  (March 2, 2024), https://
www.almodon.com/amp/society/2024/3/2/	�� -���
��� -��••••-�••�� -���� -���
��� -� � -­•�• -€�•�‚ƒ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/zM9SA.

467	 Id.

468	 Lebanon: broad solidarity with Fatah Sharif and demands for UNRWA to retract its decision, The Palestinian Information Center  
(March 3, 2024), https://palinfo.com/news/2024/03/03/879438/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/fYAFp.

469	 Muhammad Dahsha, The crisis with UNRWA is open: Fatah Sharif did not resign, Nidaal Watan  (March 5, 2024), https://www.
nidaalwatan.com/article/258701-����� -� -��� -��� -������ -���
��� -�� -��
�� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/M4Nql.

470	 Lebanon: UNRWA punishes employees on charges of lack of neutrality, Al Jazeera  (March 27, 2024), https://www.aljazeera.net/
politics/2024/3/27/�„…�•-�…†�‡��-­ˆ�‰�-���
��� -��••Š. 

471	 Lebanon: broad solidarity with Fatah Sharif and demands for UNRWA to retract its decision, The Palestinian Information Center  
(March 3, 2024), https://palinfo.com/news/2024/03/03/879438/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/fYAFp.
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End of May 2024:  
UNRWA Caves to Terrorist Demands

At �rst, UNRWA management attempted to appease the protesters by dis tancing itself from the decision to 
suspend Sharif, blaming it on donor pressure.478 Lazzarini further explained that the decision didn’t come 
from UNRWA management, but was “carried out by the Department of Internal Oversight Services, based on 
reports about alleged activities carried out by the employee that violate the agency’s regulatory framework.”479 
However, these explanations did not pacify the terrorist coalition behind the protests which recalled that 
when similar actions had been taken against UNRWA teachers in the past, widespread protests succeeded in 
pressuring UNRWA to reinstate the teachers.480 Indeed, Sharif had been among the leaders of those protests, 
as well.481

Once again, the terrorist coalition successfully applied this strategy in the Sharif case. At the end of May, 
after more than two months of paralyzing protests, Lazzarini �ew to Beirut to meet with the terrorist leaders.482 
One of the terrorist leaders who spoke at this meeting was none other than Hamas Lebanon representative 
Ahmad Abd Al-Hadi who has publicly vowed to repeat the October 7th massacre.483 Local media reported 
that Lazzarini “agreed to resolve the case of Sharif in a positive manner” in exchange for getting the UNRWA 
Beirut headquarters reopened.484 In doing so, Lazzarini contravened his commitment to donors from just one 
month before to implement the Colonna Report’s �ndings and recommendations.

When later challenged on this by a reporter, Lazzarini denied that Sharif was reinstated, insisting that 
Sharif remained on administrative leave without pay while his case was being “investigated.”485 Likewise, 
on September 30, 2024, the day Sharif was killed in a targeted Israeli airstrike, Lazzarini maintained that 
Sharif was still technically employed by UNRWA and that “the investigation was still ongoing” into Sharif’s 
Hamas ties.486 This response should be concerning to UNRWA donors who care about UNRWA’s commitment 
to neutrality. Indeed, given the extent of Sharif’s Hamas ties and activities for over a decade, he should have 
been �red years earlier. And given all the public evidence available to UNRWA over many years, including 
much of the material in this report which was o�cially submitted to UNRWA by UN Watch in June 2024, 
UNRWA’s “investigation” didn’t need to last seven months. After barely one hour of reviewing the evidence 
of Sharif’s own words and photos, any reasonable person would conclude that he was a major supporter of 
terrorism who deserved to be immediately �red.

478	 Lebanon: Successive reactions to UNRWA’s decisions against Professor Fateh Sharif, Quds Press (March 1, 2024), https://qudspress.
com/119339/; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/k3pVf.

479	 Lebanon: UNRWA punishes employees on charges of lack of neutrality, Al Jazeera  (March 27, 2024), https://www.aljazeera.net/
politics/2024/3/27/����� -������� -����� -���
��� -��
	�. 

480	 Muhammad Dahsha, The crisis with UNRWA is open: Fatah Sharif did not resign, Nidaal Watan  (March 5, 2024), https://www.
nidaalwatan.com/article/258701-����� -� -��� -•�•-�•���� -���
��� -•� -��•��  ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/M4Nql.

481	 See, e.g., Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (February 28, 2023) (leading protests to reinstate Ahmed Al-Maari), https://www.facebook.
com/aboamin.sharif/posts/p•id0mEjKEV1ddBqGfKzarXf9NVh89ArSVW2DNRu2ETKVoJJBswD6iiVinaej4WZManoel; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/v5uaT. Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (May 12, 2023) (Con�rming reinstatement of Al-Maari), https://www.
facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/p•id0nQzBV9imrdS922MZxwUVhDTYZEwUb74kDqztXmg1DiT4qDZziRBn4fL6pvH2SZHEl; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/e6aVr. Abo Amin Sharif, Facebook (March 18, 2023) (leading protests to 
reinstate Riyad Mustafa Nimr, reinstated after three weeks), https://www.facebook.com/aboamin.sharif/posts/
p•id0g5H121AhskdHeCSi1PiHhbS8DCHHFKMW8xea546vFjoTVKz21a71AjQFGTbXCFXml; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ytxgD.

482	 UNRWA Commissioner Visits Lebanon…And His Deputy Sparks Anger Among Palestinian Political and Popular Forces, Elnashra  (May 
27, 2024), https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1670258; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/tgeda.

483	 Hamas Representative in Lebanon Ahmad Abd Al-Hadi: If We Could Go Back In Time, We Would Carry Out The October 7th Attacks All 
Over Again; The U.S. Was Acting To Normalize And Assimilate Israel Into The Region, MEMRI  (June 18, 2024), https://www.memri.org/
reports/hamas-representative-lebanon-ahmad-abd-Al-hadi-if-we-could-go-back-time-we-would-carry-out. 

484	 Palestinian coalition forces in Lebanon halt moves towards UNRWA after understandings, Palestinian Refugees Portal  (June 1, 
2024), https://web.archive.org/web/20240601114219/https:/refugeesps.net/post/27925/-���
� -­�€�-‚�ƒ�„���-���� -��
	�-…-†
�‡�ˆ���-���„��� -‰��
‚Š‹��� -Œ��. 

485	 @UNWatch, X (June 26, 2024, 3:13 AM), https://x.com/UNWatch/status/1805756210412765599; Full video available here, https://www.
unognewsroom.org/story/en/2242/unrwa-press-conference-update-on-the-occupied-palestinian-territory-25-june-2024.   

486	 UNRWA - Press Conference: Update on the Situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT), UN Geneva (September 30, 2024), 
https://www.unognewsroom.org/story/en/2367/update-on-the-situation-in-the-opt. 
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September 30, 2024 & Beyond:  
Hamas and UNRWA Staff Union 
Eulogize Fateh Sharif

Hamas Statement: Sharif is Hamas Leader in Lebanon

When Sharif was el iminated on September 30, 2024, Hamas immediately  published a statement calling him 
“Leader of the Hamas movement in Lebanon, and member of its leadership abroad.”487 

Hamas Telegram Channel: Sharif “Contributed to Building an 
Educated and Resistant Generation”

On its Telegram channel, H amas praised Sharif’s work as an educator, stating “he worked as a successful 
teacher and principal, and contributed to building an educated generation committed to the resistance and 
to the struggle for the liberation of Palestine and a journey full of sacri�ce, blood and sweat.”488

487	 Hamas movement mourns the martyrs of Al-Buss Camp, Al-Buss  (September 30, 2024), https://www.albuss.net/2024/09/m.html; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/Jb2F3.

488	 The O�cial Hamas Channel, Telegram  (September 30, 2024, 10:22 AM), https://t.me/c/1407249165/5846. 

Translation: 

In calligraphy: [Prophet], do not think of those 
who have been killed in God’s way [meaning: 
those killed while �ghting Jihad] as dead. They 
are alive with their Lord, well provided for [(Surah 
Al-’Imran, Ayyat 169)]

Leader of the Hamas movement in Lebanon, and 
member of its leadership abroad

Martyr and educator Fateh Amin Sharif

The blood of our martyrs strengthens the march 
and produces victory



Schools in the Grip of Terror  147

Sharif’s Body Wrapped in Hamas Flag at Funeral

At his funeral, Sharif’s body was wrapped in Hamas �ags. Hamas’s TV chan nel released a eulogy video with 
images of Sharif together with Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and Sharif walking around town with two 
Hamas bodyguards.489 The video also shows Sharif leading students from an UNRWA school into a Hamas 
rally which he then conducts.

UNRWA colleagues would have seen all of this over many years. Sharif never hid his Hamas connection 
— on the contrary, he �aunted it.

Translation of Excerpts From Video:

He led a journey full of work and jihad in the service of the Palestinian people, their legitimate struggle, and 
their just cause. The leader was a constant �ame of activity and vigor, courageous and bold, and a pioneer 
of national, missionary [word referring to Islamic propaganda], educational, and jihadi work…

The [Hamas] movement said in a statement: “The brother leader, Abu Al-Amin, passed away as a martyr 
in the blessed battle of Al-Aqsa Flood on the path of the martyred leaders of our movement and our people.” 
It added: “You distinguished yourself in your work in the �eld of education, where you were a successful 
teacher and an outstanding principal, and your school, which you managed, was always at the forefront of the 
distinguished schools that produced generations of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.”

489	 Al-Aqsa TV, Telegram  (September 30, 2024, 5:16 PM), https://t.me/SerajSat/242472; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/GnCuc.
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Hamas-Controlled UNRWA Teachers’ Union: Sharif Received “Medal 
of Martyrdom”; Posts Videos of Sharif Endorsing Resistance

 The UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union mourned Sharif as a “dear colleague” and eulogized him saying that 
he “attained the medal of martyrdom, after a life of boundless generosity, which he spent in the service of 
education, and watering them with knowledge, culture, and imbuing within them the love of Palestine and [the 
duty to] defend it and its holy places.”490 In blatant violation of UN neutrality, the Union also posted several 
videos of Sharif publicly endorsing terrorism in the name of “resistance.”491

Hamas Event Honors Sharif, Haniyeh, and Sinwar

On January 26, 2025, Hamas hosted an event in Al-Buss — the neighborhood of  apartment buildings which the 
UN calls a “refugee camp” — to mark the cease�re deal and honor its leaders killed since October 7th, including 
Sharif. At the event, Hamas o�cial Abdul Majeed Al-Awad praised the October 7th massacre (referred to as 
“The Battle of the Flood of Al-Aqsa”) as a “historic milestone” and lauded “the steadfastness of our people 
and their valiant resistance in the face of the Zionist enemy.” He claimed victory based on the hostage deal 
forcing Israel to hand over Palestinian prisoners which he said “con�rms that the resistance is still strongly 
present and that our people are still rooted in their land despite the great sacri�ces.”492

The event displayed photos of Hamas terrorist leaders killed since October 7th, including Ismail Haniyeh, 
Yahya Sinwar, and Fateh Sharif who featured prominently in the photos.

490	 What do we know about the Hamas leader hiding in Lebanon, Asharq Al-Awsa t (September 30, 2024), https://aawsat.com//����� -�����
������-� -������ -�
� -�
�	� -�� -���� -����5066274-/����� -�•�� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/RYxDA.

491	 Ibrahim Merie, Facebook (October 10, 2024, 4:04 PM), https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=972682521101028. 

492	 Hamas organized a public meeting in Al-Buss Camp, Al-Buss  (January 26, 2025), https://www.albuss.net/2025/01/m_26.html; Archive 
Link: https://archive.ph/k9LkY.
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Fateh Sharif’s Associates
When Fateh Sharif was killed in a targeted Israeli airstrike on September   30, 2024, he was immediately eulogized 
by Hamas as its leader in Lebanon. As our research below shows, there is sadly no shortage of UNRWA educators 
taking up his mantle and continuing his radicalization of Palestinian students. In early October 2024, UNRWA 
suspended — but for months refused to �re — �ve additional employees. These were close associates of Sharif and 
held leadership positions in the UNRWA Teachers’ Union in Lebanon: Ibrahim Merie, Sharif’s replacement as 
head of the Teachers’ Union; Maher Twieh, head of the Teachers’ Union’s sectoral committee; Hassan Al-Sayed, 
deputy head of the sectoral committee; Osama Al-Ali, a member of the sectoral committee; and Wassim Yacoub, 
representative for the Union’s Northern Region.493 Palestinian media reports from the end of June 2025 suggest 
that at least four of these leaders of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union were ultimately �red. There has been 
no indication whether or not they are still receiving UNRWA bene�ts, including pensions. Given the extent and 
severity of their violations, it is incomprehensible that UNRWA took nearly a year to complete its investigation 
and take decisive action. Moreover, as shown in this report, there are numerous other UNRWA Lebanon teachers, 
including some involved with the Teachers’ Union, who are a�liated with Hamas or publicly support Hamas — in 
complete violation of UNRWA’s stated commitment to neutrality — and  against whom UNRWA has failed to 
take any action.

1. Ibrahim Merie, Beirut School Principal, Close to Hamas Leadership .............................................................. 150
 Ibrahim Merie Lauds Hamas and its Leaders .................................................................................................. 153
 Ibrahim Merie Promotes Antisemitism ............................................................................................................. 156

2. Hassan Al-Sayed, Sidon School Principal, Attends Hamas Rallies ................................................................... 159
  Al-Sayed Celebrates October 7th Hamas Attack ............................................................................................. 162
  Al-Sayed Posts Photo of Child Holding Machine Gun ................................................................................... 164

3. Osama Al-Ali, Tripoli Physics Teacher, Runs Student Club to Support Hamas ............................................ 166
 Osama Al-Ali Leads Student Club Promoting Hamas “Armed Resistance” ............................................. 167
  Al-Ali Teaches Kids “Path to Liberation is Through Jihad” ........................................................................ 172

4. Maher Saeed Twieh, Tripoli Teacher, Praises Hamas .......................................................................................... 1 73
5. Wassim Yacoub, Tripoli Arabic Teacher, Hamas Member .................................................................................... 176 

 Wassim Yacoub Arrested in August 2024 for Membership in Hamas  ....................................................... 178
  Wassim Yacoub Posts Photos of Hamas Rockets With Antisemitic Text .................................................. 178
  Promotes Hamas Terrorism for Kids ................................................................................................................. 182

6. Mohamed Ahmed Mustafa, Tyre Teacher, Incites Terrorism ............................................................................ 186
7. Issa Mustafa Al-Hana�, Deputy Principal in Tyre, Linked to Hamas .............................................................. 189
8. Ibrahim Awad, Sidon Math Teacher, Celebrates October 7th .............................................................................. 191
9. Raef Ahmad, Tyre Camp Director, Linked to DFLP .............................................................................................. 195
10. Abdul Rahman Khalil, Tripoli Teacher, Linked to PFLP ................................................................................... 198

Khalil Endorses October 7th Hamas Attack  ..................................................................................................... 199
11. Anas El Bakari, Sidon Teacher, Organizes Pro-Hamas Rallies for Students ................................................ 203

Celebrates October 7th Hamas Attack With Students in Classroom  ........................................................ 204
 Organizes Marches For Student Solidarity with Hamas .............................................................................. 205

12. Jamal Merhi, Tyre Employee, Hamas Member .................................................................................................... 207
 Merhi Posts Photos of Children in Hamas Uniforms Holding Weapons ................................................... 211

13. Mousa Al-Haj, Tyre Teacher, Hamas Member ...................................................................................................... 212
  Posts Photo of Baby with Hamas Headscarf .................................................................................................... 216

493	 Lebanon: UNRWA suspends teachers from work, Al Araby  (December 26, 2024), https://www.alaraby.co.uk/society/-���� -������-�����
����� -�
 -����
� ; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/bunMp. UNRWA suspends 3 unionists from work, Al-Akhbar  (October 15, 2024), 
https://Al-akhbar.com/Community/385465; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/ghTS8. A number of UNRWA Teachers were arrested without 
a clear reason, Al-Buss  (October 15, 2024), https://www.albuss.net/2024/10/blog-post_15.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/4vTG9.
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	 1	 	� Ibrahim Merie  
UNRWA Beirut School Principal, Close to Hamas Leadership 494

494	 Lebanon Camps Post, Facebook (February 9, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=610155258446773&s
et=pb.100083569112772.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/P7PAZ .

495	 Ibrahim Merie Facebook Page, Facebook (Last visited November 11, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/ibra him.merie. 

Ibrahim Merie, 495 Sharif’s replacement as head of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union, is an UNRWA school 
principal at Ramallah Elementary School in Beirut. He was suspended by UNRWA on October 5, 2024. Merie 
has been employed by UNRWA since at least 2014. This report exposes several of Merie’s neutrality violations: 

Praised Sharif as an “example and role model” after Sharif’s position as head of Hamas in Lebanon was 
already public.

On behalf of the Teachers’ Union, Merie vowed to continue in Sharif’s footsteps by teaching “generations 
who cheer for the cause.”

Merie proclaimed his love and admiration for Samir Fandi, Hamas Head of Military Operations in 
Lebanon, describing him as a personal friend.

Promoted an antisemitic book which contains conspiracy theories about Jews secretly controlling the 
world, and claiming that Jews started World War I and World War II for global domination.

As far back as 2015, Merie referred to Jews on Twitter as “descendants of apes and pigs.” 
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	 2	 	� Hassan Al-Sayed  
UNRWA Sidon School Principal, Attends Hamas Rallies 507

507	 Lebanon Camps Post, Facebook (February 13, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=612919044837061&s
et=pb.100083569112772.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/jWUak .

508	 Hassan Al-Sayed Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 11, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/hassan.alsayed.18. 

Hassan Al-Sayed508 is the principal at UNRWA’s Palestine Martyrs School in Sidon and the UNRWA Teachers’ 
Union leader for Sidon. He was suspended by UNRWA on October 5, 2024. This report exposes the following 
neutrality violations by Al-Sayed:

Attended a Hamas rally in Sidon with Ismail Haniyeh and sat next to Hamas Lebanon leader Fateh 
Sharif. 

Attended a meeting with Jihad Taha, Hamas spokesperson in Lebanon.

Celebrated the Hamas October 7th attack at his school with students, calling the attackers “brave 
heroes.”

Incited his students to violence against Israel, including with a photo of a young child holding a machine 
gun and photos of school students erasing Israel from the map and writing over it that “The land is ours 
and we will not give up until it is liberated.”
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At Hamas Rally in Sidon with Hamas Lebanon Leader Fateh Sharif

In June 2022, Al-Sayed posted pictures of himself at a Hamas rally in Sidon where now-deceased Hamas 
leader Ismail Haniyeh also spoke.510 The photos show now-deceased Hamas Lebanon leader Fateh Sharif 
sitting with the Hamas leadership.

 

510	 Hassan Al-Sayed, Facebook (June 27, 2022), https://www.facebook.com/photo/?�id=10159877759319705&set=pb.601504704.-2207520000. 
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Al-Sayed Attends Meeting with Hamas Spokesperson Jihad Tiha

In December 2020, Al-Sayed posted a picture of himself attending a meeting with Hamas’s spokesperson in 
Lebanon, Jihad Taha, further con�rming his close connection with the Hamas leadership.511

Celebrates October 7th Hamas Attack

On October 7, 2023, against the backdrop of an UNRWA logo, Al-Sayed posted photos of himself in his o�ce 
with a student joyfully celebrating the Hamas atrocities that day. The photos show Al-Sayed smiling happily 
with a young girl who is also smiling and holding a basket of sweets to distribute on this “special Palestinian 
day.”512 

511	 Hassan Al-Sayed, Facebook (December 15, 2020), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=10158765903009705&set=pb.601504704.-
2207520000&type=3. 

512	 Hassan Al-Sayed, Facebook (October 7, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/photo/?�id=10160834160489705&set=pcb.10160834160524705. 
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In yet another post that day, Al-Sayed cheered the massacre for causing the Israeli civilians to “disperse 
like a herd” and venerated the October 7th terrorists as “brave heroes” and “knights.”514

 

Posts Photo of Child Holding Machine Gun

In January 2024, Al-Sayed posted a Facebook story of a young child holding a real-looking machine gun set 
to a Lebanese song associated with the Hezbollah terror organization.”515

 

514	 Hassan Al-Sayed, Facebook (October 7, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/hassan.alsayed.18/posts/
p�id01SAPzmRTn46WTyZ4sFyADhVf1fZQ7x1wz�qEzbnCrKH9g8LsaKibQYyn4r4n2scl. 

515	 Hassan Al-Sayed, Facebook (January 2024),  https://www.facebook.com/stories/921117942776968/?source=pro�le_highlight. 
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Teaches Students to Replace Israel with Palestine

In March 2022, Al-Sayed posted photos of his students erasing Israel from the map and replacing it with 
Palestine in honor of Palestinian Land Day. The photos show both Al-Sayed and one of the students writing 
on a map of Israel. In another drawing, a student writes “Palestine is in our hearts; Palestine and the land is 
ours; we will not give up our land until it is liberated.” In a photo of the Dome of the Rock, a child threatens 
“we are coming!” The photos also show a drawing of an olive tree in the shape of a map of Israel wrapped in 
a Palestinian �ag and a depiction of the Dome of the Rock as a Palestinian resistance �ghter wrapped in a 
ke�yeh holding a rock. 516

   

516	 Hassan Al-Sayed, Facebook (March 30, 2022), https://www.facebook.com/hassan.alsayed.18/posts/
p�id0TERMMP8LoXd5yvBJFcVDCXkVJ8BJSx7pucWR3jASf19wZf3YLr9QeNjSjpa9JQQdl. 
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	 3	 	� Osama Al-Ali  
UNRWA Physics Teacher, Advocates “Armed Resistance” and  
Runs After School Student Club to Support Hamas 517

517	 Lebanon Camps Post, Facebook (February 3, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=606128895516076&s
et=pb.100083569112772.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Lvjkl .

518	 Osama Al-Ali Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 11, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/osama.alali.940. 

Osama Al-Ali518 is an UNRWA physics teacher at the Nazareth Mixed Secondary School in Tripoli, Lebanon. 
He is also the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union Leader for the North Region. He was suspended by UNRWA 
on October 5, 2024. This report exposes the following neutrality violations by Al-Ali: 

Led the Palestinian Arab Cultural Club, an after-school student club, operating on UNRWA school 
grounds, which organizes student protests and engages in fundraising to support the “resistance.”

Organized and spoke at rallies for students to support “the resistance.” Photos of these rallies show 
students holding Hamas �ags or wearing Hamas headbands.

Celebrated the October 7th murderers and rapists as “heroes,” called to prepare “generations on the 
principles of revolution and resistance,” and called to eradicate Israel through “muzzles of guns” and 
“armed struggle.”
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Al-Ali appears in a photo of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union in front of an UNRWA �eld o�ce in 
Lebanon in October 2022.519

Leads Student Club Promoting Hamas “Armed Resistance” 

Al-Ali is a leading member of the Palestinian Arab Cultural Club, a student activist group that openly supports 
Hamas and “armed resistance.” This in itself is a violation of UNRWA’s Code of Ethics which states that 
“UNRWA personnel must not take part in demonstrations of a political or politicized nature as it constitutes 
a public pronouncement that contravenes the principle of neutrality.”520

On October 7, 2023, the Club openly celebrated the Hamas atrocities of that day as “the revolutionary 
achievement and clear victory” and the Hamas terrorists as “heroic resistance �ghters”: 

The path to liberation is plain and clear. We congratulate our people inside Palestine and abroad on 
the revolutionary achievement and clear victory. What our heroic resistance �ghters have achieved 
today is an unprecedented milestone in the history of the occupying, usurping entity. Here is the 
clear evidence and proof of the correctness of the approach of armed struggle, armed resistance and 
noble revolutionary violence for liberation, victory, and accomplishment. As we salute our people 
and resistance �ghters in Gaza and all of Palestine, we stress the importance of national unity, built 
on sound foundations, and approach of armed struggle for the complete liberation of the land of 
Palestine, from the river to the sea.521

519	 Twieh Maher, Facebook (October 13, 2022), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=5541566615935480&set=pb.100002465888817.-
2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/AyxtZ.

520	 Code of Ethics, UNRWA  (February 25, 2024), https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/�les/content/resources/unrwa-code-of-ethics-v4-2023-
english_1.pdf. 

521	 Cultural Forum - Hattab, Facebook (October 7, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/HITAF.PCC/posts/
p�id0eVw849TiAWk9db8P17YMxSKfKXuytYF1ksGdbwiFVd4amEjT4sDRBG1STQvpZRCWl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/gLVOW.
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Advocates Training Children in “Principles of Resistance”

As part of his activities to promote the Club, Al-Ali shared a May 2024 post by the Club that glori�ed the 
October 7th Hamas attackers as “heroes”; called for the elimination of Israel by declaring that “all of Palestine, 
from the sea to the river” will “remain ours”; and advocated teaching children to pursue “armed resistance.” 
The post called to “raise the generations on the principles of revolution and resistance” and to use the “muzzles 
of guns” to eradicate Israel through “armed struggle” and “armed revolutionary resistance.”523

In May 2024, Al-Ali shared another post by the Club featuring a photo showing a school-age boy in the 
midst of a joyful celebration just after Israel withdrew from southern Lebanon in 2000. The text of the post 
shared by Al-Ali reads, “Long live our resistance” which it described as giving Palestinians “glory and pride.”524 

 

 
The Club itself indoctrinates Palestinian children with Hamas terrorist ideology. A December 2023 post on 

the Club’s Facebook page encouraged Palestinian children to be leaders of the “armed struggle.” In the context 
of commemorating the “martyrs” of the �rst intifada, the club praises the leadership role of children in that 
intifada and applauds the children in Gaza today who “illuminate the path of might, victory and liberation” 
with “daily sacri�ces of martyrdom.” 525 

On its Facebook page, the Club also posts photos of small children wearing Hamas headbands, inciting 
them to emulate Hamas.526

523	 Osama Al Ali, Facebook (May 17, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/osama.alali.940/posts/
p�id02E9C2dDJyLqARZR1q9uYfHa46RRHFCebztugfuh3mzDR5h29CeQ7KGeCSp8UbDN2tl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/6MwzZ.

524	 Osama Al Ali, Facebook (May 26, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/osama.alali.940/posts/
p�id0Uc2yR8L3ar2dJmkYpeR8HnV4sEyWyUwkwkDSnmZ7bAB6CzhmfHkf4toXvBBnrv9kl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/praO3.

525	 Cultural Forum - Hattab, Facebook (December 9, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=370231432207965&s
et=pb.100076633330332.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Te9hb.

526	 Cultural Forum - Hattab, Facebook (May 13, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=459738773257230&s
et=pb.100076633330332.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/PMFHE.
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Student Crowds to Support “Resistance”

The student club also posts photos and videos showing Al-Ali rallying crowds of students following October 
7th and inciting them to support violent “resistance.” Students at the rallies can be seen holding Hamas �ags 
or wearing Hamas headbands.527 

 

527	 Cultural Forum - Hattab, Facebook (November 16, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/reel/359059893237772; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/yuDnQ.
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Palestinian Arab Culture Club Operates in UNRWA Schools

Photos posted by the Palestinian Arab Culture Club on Facebook in November 2023 con�rm that it operates 
within UNRWA schools and that Al-Ali is one of the leaders.528

Many of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union members, including Fateh Sharif, have participated in Club 
events.529 Below is a photo of the Union at one of the Club’s events where Sharif spoke.

528	 Cultural Forum - Hattab, Facebook (November 28, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/HITAF.PCC/posts/
p�id0QwWd3VyX8pTcKMAxYGtEVn�CWu4Tbi92XuYwWcUZqiR4rJNKH7Z67gfUQRL9okGl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/35cM0.

529	 Cultural Forum - Hattab, Facebook (May 1, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/HITAF.PCC/posts/
p�id0cbQuDp2gpKPNfpdEVcj4ePVoEAdrxY4ejL5owzCRmVsDv9bqysV7WacFdS5EuHdGl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/vNRdK.
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Teaches Kids “Path to Liberation is Through Jihad”

In July 2024, Al-Ali gave a lecture to students in the summer Quran program at Al-Quds Mosque where he 
emphasized to the students that “the path to complete liberation is through jihad, weapons, and force.”530

Mourns Hezbollah Leader Hassan Nasrallah

After Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah was killed in an Israeli airstrike, Al-Ali mourned him as a “hero.” 
(September 28, 2024).531

530	 Fouad Fayez Al-Banna, Facebook (July 23, 2024),  https://www.facebook.com/fuad.elbanna/posts/2004697849947425; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/5RNJ2.

531	 Osama Al Ali, Facebook (September 28, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=10164655861767837&set=pb.773492836.-
2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/lKU2B.
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	 4	 	� Maher Saeed Twieh  
UNRWA Teachers’ Union Leader, Praises Hamas 532

532	 Lebanon Camps Post, Facebook (February 15, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=614507978011501&s
et=pb.100083569112772.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/fV9Qq .

533	 Maher Saeed Twieh Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 11, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/maher.twieh. 

534	 Maher Saeed Twieh, Facebook (October 13, 2022), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=5541566615935480&set=pb.100002465888817.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/AyxtZ.

Maher Saeed Twieh533 is a teacher at UNRWA’s Amqa Mixed Secondary School in Tripoli, Lebanon, and head 
of the UNRWA Teachers’ Union sectoral committee. He was suspended by UNRWA on October 5, 2024. This 
report exposes the following neutrality violations by Twieh:

Described Hamas Lebanon Leader Fateh Sharif as his “leader” and “companion in allegiance and 
identity.”

Honors Hamas co-founder Sheik Ahmed Yassin and the so-called Unity Intifada.

Twieh appears in a photo of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union in front of an UNRWA �eld o�ce in 
Lebanon in October 2022.534 
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	 5	 	� Wassim Yacoub  
UNRWA Teachers Union Leader, Hamas Member,  
Posts Antisemitism and Praises Hamas 537

537	 Camps of Lebanon Post, Facebook (February 7, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/photo/?�id=608812488581050&set=a.137608002368170; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/IoKdv .

538	 Wassim Yacoub Facebook Pro�le 1, Facebook (Last visited March 17, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/wasim.yacoub.5; Wassim Yacoub 
Facebook Pro�le 2 (Last visited March 17, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/wisam.yacoub.7.  

539	 The Palestinian Teachers Association in Lebanon participates in the sit-in in front of the Lebanon o�ce, Palestinian Teachers 
Association Lebanon  (September 28, 2013), https://www.palteachers.com/play-14615.html; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/�HHI. 
The Participation and Change List announces the names of its candidates to run the UNRWA Teachers’ Sector elections in the North, 
Palestinian Teachers Association Lebanon  (March 21, 2012), https://palteachers.com/play-13493.html; Archive Link: https://archive.
ph/7Jlyv.

540	 Fans of Professor Wassim Yacoub, Facebook (Last visited March 17, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/
groups/487420141304731/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=5676394069073953; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/uJYmQ.

541	 Said Taha, Facebook (February 12, 2025), https://www.facebook.com/said.m.taha1/posts/9017760064973737; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/ZwxgA.

Wassim Yacoub538 is an Arabic teacher at an UNRWA school in the Nahr el-Bared Camp in Tripoli, Lebanon, 
and has represented the Northern Region (Tripoli) of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union since 2012.539 
Yacoub is a respected educator with a 350-member Facebook fan club540 and is described as “the beloved, the 
teacher, the educator, and the wise man.”541 He was suspended by UNRWA on October 5, 2024. 
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Threatens “Oppressive Jews” and Their Supporters

On December 18, 2012, Yacoub posted the following photo, as a response to “the oppressive Jews, to those 
who are with them, to those who support them…” The text on the photo threatens to make “their eyes stare 
in terror.” 551

This post was liked by several former UNRWA students.

551	 Wassim Yacoub, Facebook (December 18, 2012), https://www.facebook.com/
photo/?�id=184173115054767&set=pb.100003862385403.-2207520000; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/2CKPz.
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Fantasizes About October 7th Scenario

As far back as March 25, 2013, Yacoub posted a photo imagining Hamas’s Al-Qassam Brigades on the outskirts 
of Tel Aviv, storming an Israeli army base and seizing equipment. UNRWA graduate Abu Ahmad endorsed 
the post in a comment, writing that this would be “the happiest day of my life.”552

Translation of Facebook Post:

Imagine this happening now (and it will happen, God willing, with His help, Glory be to Him). What would 
you say in a sentence?

Translation of Image Text:

BREAKING NEWS: The Al-Qassam Brigades storm a base of the occupation army and seize a number of 
vehicles.

The Al-Qassam Brigades reach the outskirts of Tel Aviv, surrounding it from the east and the south. The 
Al-Qassam Brigades penetrate…

552	 Wassim Yacoub, Facebook (March 25, 2013), https://www.facebook.com/
photo/?�id=237240073081404&set=pb.100003862385403.-2207520000; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/xtoio.
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Promotes Hamas Terrorism for Kids

On March 17, 2013, Yacoub posted a photo of himself proudly smiling while holding two of his nephews. One of 
the nephews is adorned with a ke�yeh, while the other wears a Hamas headband. The text of the post boasts 
that “our children drink the love of the land with their mother’s milk,” referring to the two babies as “knights” 
for “returning to the path of Allah, and later, to Palestine…”553

This post was liked 161 times, including by many UNRWA employees.

553	 Wassim Yacoub, Facebook (March 17, 2013), https://www.facebook.com/
photo/?�id=269045686567509&set=pb.100003862385403.-2207520000; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Pvmyx.
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Praises and Endorses Hamas and its Fighters

On August 27, 2014, at the end of that summer’s Hamas-Israel war, Yacoub posted photos of armed Hamas 
�ghters. The accompanying text praised them for their “strength, faith, and security” and stated that Yacoub 
“entrusts to these people [the Al-Qassam Martyrs Brigade] alone, after Allah, my right of return to Palestine, 
they alone, have the right to speak on my behalf and demand my right, and I entrust them with that duty.”554

This post was liked by 107 people, including many UNRWA teachers. It was also endorsed in comments 
by UNRWA employees.

554	 Wassim Yacoub, Facebook (August 27, 2014), https://www.facebook.com/wasim.yacoub.5/posts/454563034682439; Archive Link: https://
archive.ph/GCS37.
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Teaches Kids to “Liberate” Palestine From “Filth of the Occupation”

On July 24, 2024, Yacoub was praised on Facebook for his special participatory lesson entitled “Why 
Palestine?” This was part of a summer Quran course in the Al-Quds Mosque where he taught “the religious 
value of Palestine for Muslims, and how sacri�ces must be made in order to liberate it and purify it from the 
�lth of the occupation.” The post applauded “his educational and pedagogical experience” gained “in UNRWA 
schools.”556 

556	 Fuad Fayez Al-Banna, Facebook (July 24, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/fuad.elbanna/posts/2005419913208552; Archive Link: 
https://archive.ph/igb28.
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	 6	 	� Mohamed Ahmed Mustafa  
UNRWA Tyre Teacher, Incites Hamas Terrorism

557	 Mohamed Ahmad Mustafa Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 12, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/mohammad.
mustapha.7. 

558	 Maher Saeed Twieh, Facebook (October 13, 2022), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=5541566615935480&set=pb.100002465888817.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/AyxtZ. 

Mohamed Ahmed Mustafa557 is an UNRWA Teacher at Al-Aqsa High School in Tyre, Lebanon, and a member 
of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union. His neutrality violations include the following:

Praised as a “hero” close relative who is also a key member of the Hamas military wing.

Called for Hamas terrorists to “tear their [Jews’] livers apart” and prayed for Allah to “cast terror into 
their [Jews] hearts and bring upon them your punishment and torment.”

Mustafa appears in a photo of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union in front of an UNRWA �eld o�ce in 
Lebanon in October 2022.558
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Praises as “Hero” Key Member of Hamas Military Wing 

When Mustafa’s close relative, Hadi Ali Muhammad Mustafa,559 was killed by the IDF in March 2024, Mustafa 
reminisced about him and eulogized him on Facebook as a “hero,” “mujaheed,” and “noble warrior.”560 Hadi 
Mustafa was a key member of the Hamas military wing abroad, responsible for orchestrating attacks against 
Israel.

  

 

559	 @IDF, X (March 13, 2024),  https://x.com/IDF/status/1767878189894832280. 

560	 Mohamed Ahmad Mustafa, Facebook (May 11, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/mohammad.mustapha.7/
posts/p�id02vVTP3tSktsiXQ9Mqgy4h2ez9kLxz23qLR3ZFSsv99Z1Lt9UxsnHTwuKFf12ZhoDAl; Mohamed 
Ahmad Mustafa, Facebook (March 24, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/mohammad.mustapha.7/posts/
p�id02ixDVDwRqqvprvyeRZTBx4ZScgwEXb2opnx3wDjPTdAkVGrawU2eKNERdCkYsDs3Fl; Mohamed Ahmad Mustafa, Facebook 
(July 9, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=3229682073828874&set=pb.100003613395560.-2207520000&type=3. 
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Incites Hamas Terrorism

On Twitter, Mustafa  has also incited Hamas terrorism. For example, in December 2023, he posted a picture 
of a Hamas �ghter with an RPG and ripped pants, commenting “It doesn’t matter if your clothes are torn, if 
you tear their livers apart.”561 

 

In another tweet, Mustafa prays to God to “cast terror into their hearts and bring upon them your 
punishment and torment.”562 

 

 

561	 @mo7amadmustapha, X, (December 11, 2023, 7:01 PM), https://x.com/mo7amadmustapha/status/1734257115428966857. 

562	 @mo7amadmustapha, X, (December 2, 2023, 9:49 PM), https://x.com/mo7amadmustapha/status/1731037969685811420. 
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	 7	 	� Issa Mustafa Al-Hanafi  
UNRWA Deputy Principal in Tyre, Linked to Hamas

563	 Issa Mustafa Al-Hana� Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 11, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/issa.alhana�. 

564	 Abo Amin Sharif (Tagging Al-Hana�), Facebook  (June 9, 2019), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=1072771786266172&set=t.100000933419582&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/UQ9pD; Teachers 
Rights (Tagging Al-Hana�), Facebook  (May 26, 2019), https://www.facebook.com/teachers.right/posts/
p�id02kcV9Ud1EveJPWUEsxnAUjK8wvLN44F3x1ermMuNmdQV65GeNXV 
sbiETg89JTS8LRl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/3crvb.  

565	 Alrabita Borj Alchemali, Facebook (March 12, 2018) (tagging Issa Al-Hana�), https://www.facebook.com/alrabita.borjalchemali/posts/
p�id0jPLanRPsgKEYCzqpdk1AGi7mbMyNnosahxaySmc8yk5Gf1Ae99mP7Dv�iMLqtKNl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/3VTuG. 

Issa Mustafa Al-Hana�563 replaced Sharif as the Principal of UNRWA’s Deir Yassin High School in Tyre 
Lebanon. Before that he was the Deputy Principal. He is also an UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union leader.564 
Al-Hana�’s neutrality violations include the following:

Appeared on stage at an event with Hamas leader Abdul Majeed Al-Awad in Tyre.

Appeared with Fateh Sharif in front of the UNRWA Deir Yassin school holding a poster pledging 
solidarity with the Jerusalem Intifada in 2015.

 

Appears on Stage with Hamas Leader at  
Event Featuring Child in Military Fatigues

In March 2018, Al-Hana� appeared on stage with the Hamas political and media o�cer and leader in Tyre, 
Abdul Majeed Al-Awad, at an event honoring outstanding UNRWA students. The event also featured children 
dressed in Hamas uniform pledging their allegiance to resist.565
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Endorses 2015 Jerusalem Intifada 

In December 201 5, Al-Hana� was pictured standing in front of the UNRWA Deir Yassin school holding a 
poster signed by school sta� and students expressing “solidarity with the Jerusalem Intifada,” referring to the 
wave of Palestinian stabbing and car-rammings attacks that killed some 40 Israelis in 2015–2016, e�ectively 
endorsing terrorism.566

 

566	 Beit Elmakdiss Albuss Camp, Facebook (December 1, 2015) (Tagging Issa Al-Hana�), https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?�id=457340394464146&set=t.100000933419582&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/W4XeE. 
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	 8	 	� Ibrahim Awad  
UNRWA Sidon Math Teacher, Celebrates October 7th

567	 Ibrahim Awad Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 11, 2011), https://www.facebook.com/ibrahim.awad.7. 

Ibrahim Awad567 is an UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union member and math teacher in Sidon. Awad’s 
neutrality violations include the following:

Congratulated October 7th “martyrs” and deemed it a “beautiful” day to be remembered.

Advocated for October 7th-style invasion at least since the May 2021 war between Israel and Hamas.

Revered Hamas spokesman Abu Obaida.

In this photo, Awad appears with other members of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union, indicating that 
he is involved with the Union.
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Other Related UNRWA  
Employees in Lebanon

UNRWA’s Lebanon employees outside the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union also routinely incite terrorism 
and antisemitism in public Facebook posts, as demonstrated by the examples below. One of these is UNRWA 
Camp Director Raef Ahmad. Thus, young Palestinian students growing up in Lebanon are regularly exposed 
to jihadi terrorist ideology, not just by their UNRWA teachers at school, but also by the entire UNRWA infra-
structure, even the Camp sta�. 

572	 Raef Ahmad Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 12, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/raef.ahmad.9. 

	 9	 	� Raef Ahmad  
UNRWA Tyre Camp Director, Linked to DFLP

Raef Ahmad572 is the Director of UNRWA’s Burj Al-Shemali Camp in Tyre, Lebanon. Ahmad’s neutrality 
violations include the following:

Glori�ed Palestinian terrorists Izzeddin Al-Qassam and Ahmed Akla “Abu Ali” and proclaimed that 
Israel will be invaded with the “blood of the martyrs.”

Attended DFLP funeral and pledged to “continue their struggle.”
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Glorifies Palestinian Terrorists as “Steadfast Martyrs”

On May 15, 2022, Ahmad was tagged in a Facebook post glorifying Palestinian terrorists Izzeddin Al-Qassam, 
the namesake of Hamas’s Al-Qassam Brigades, and Ahmed Uqla “Abu Ali,” a Palestinian �ghter born in 1910 
committed to the so-called “right of return.” Ahmad endorsed the post in a comment, writing, “Return is as 
right as the sun. We will de�nitely return thanks to the steadfastness and blood of the martyrs. Glory and 
eternity belong to the martyrs.”573 This con�rms that UNRWA refugees understand the realization of the 
so-called “right of return” necessitates violence along the lines of October 7th.

 
 

573	 Hicham Khalil , Facebook (May 15, 2022) (Tagging Raef Ahmad), https://www.facebook.com/hicham.khalil.11/videos/491987115945804; 
Archive Link: https://archive.ph/CMVJy.  
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Participates in DFLP Events

On many occasions, Ahmad is seen glorifying and attending the events of the DFLP — a designated terrorist 
organization whose armed wing participated in the October 7th attacks and which has been �ghting alongside 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip. The DFLP is famous for the 1974 Ma’alot Massacre in which it took hostage 115 
Israelis, mainly school children, killing 28. In a February 2014 post, Ahmad venerated the DFLP, writing “Long 
live the glorious memory of the Democratic Front.”574 In a March 2014 post mourning DFLP leader Abu Fadi, 
Ahmed referred to the DFLP leaders as “Knights of Palestine” and wrote “We pledge to continue the struggle.”575

 

574	 Raef Ahmad, Facebook (February 18, 2014), https://www.facebook.com/raef.ahmad.9/posts/505217502922743. 

575	 Raef Ahmad, Facebook (March 9, 2014), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=513599395417887&set=pb.100003034921390.-
2207520000&type=3. 
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	 10	 	� Abdul Rahman Khalil  
UNRWA Tripoli Teacher, Linked to PFLP

576	 Abdul Rahman Khalil Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 12, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/abedelrahman.khalil. 

577	 Abdul Rahman Khalil, Facebook (February 14, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/abedelrahman.khalil/posts/p�id04wvMbkQ 
2uRii6ZnAr7EZcwXn4h8uNWsSTQ3ioxQfDpx3hF9BXoZZLjUSCvVy4rR1l; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/FrWqy . 

Abdul Rahman Khalil,576 is an UNRWA teacher in the Nahr El-Bared camp in Tripoli, Lebanon. Khalil’s 
neutrality violations include the following:

Endorses the October 7th Hamas attack.

Mourns PFLP leader as his “brother and friend.”

Posts antisemitic content describing Jews as money-hoarding deceivers.  

In February 2024, the Northern chapter of the UNRWA Lebanon Teachers’ Union gave Khalil an award.577
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Endorses October 7th Hamas Attack

On October 7th, Khalil posted a photo on Facebook showing the Hamas terrorists standing atop an IDF tank 
waving the Palestinian �ag with Khalil’s headshot overlaid onto the photo and text about returning to Tzipori 
in northern Israel, indicating Khalil’s endorsement of the attack.578

578	 Abdul Rahman Khalil, Facebook (October 7, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/abedelrahman.khalil/posts/p�id0fzYCvZtHt2DVN 
VoeF25yd3VhVK3yNbQmc4ze7kKSHk5uc2E6xzWetw6GwQVZhqNcl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Rgb2t.
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Mourns PFLP Terrorists

When Suleiman Imad Hassan, �eld commander for the PFLP’s Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades, was killed in 
October 2024 while involved in hostilities against Israel, Khalil mourned him as a martyr.579 

 

The post  was endorsed in a comment by an UNRWA employee.

579	 Abdul Rahman Khalil, Facebook (October 30, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/abedelrahman.khalil/posts/p�id0txtR4kFh 
RE9rGQhxRzuGniDp6BRW3jKHvjn�K54rJreqaCUy5tv6xLaeHhYMPgXl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/TSXjx.





202  Schools in the Grip of Terror

Promotes Classical Antisemitism

Khalil promotes blatant antisemitism with a post sharing a story that depicts Jews as money hungry. Khalil 
adds his comment “The Jews are The Jews.” 581 

581	 Abdul Rahman Khalil, Facebook (September 13, 2020), https://www.facebook.com/abedelrahman.khalil/posts/p�id0335NBL 
2bESTVVEBzL9an96DVbWep8jAsAHi49f4SDZek7EEWvnuc3Ed2nBFFozHtEl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/T5r0c. 
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	 11		� Anas El Bakari  
UNRWA Sidon Teacher, Organizes Pro-Hamas  
Rallies for His Students

582	 Anas El Bakari Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 12, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/anas.a.bakari. 

Anas El Bakari582 is an UNRWA math teacher in Sidon, Lebanon. El Bakari’s neutrality violations include 
the following:

Celebrates October 7th with his students in the classroom.

Organizes pro-Hamas marches for his students.

Venerates Hamas terrorists responsible for gunning down seven civilians in Tel Aviv on October 1, 2024.
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Celebrates October 7th Hamas Attack With Students in Classroom

On October 9, 2023, El Bakari celebrated the October 7th attack in the classroom with his students and 
expressed solidarity with the Hamas “resistance.” He posted photos of his students on Facebook holding up 
their hands in victory signs and wrote “Yes, we love Palestine and we stand in solidarity with its resistance, 
its people, and its holy sites...”583 

 

 This post was liked by several UNRWA students and employees. 
 

583	 Anas El Bakari, Facebook (October 9, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/anas.a.bakari/posts/p�id02LA7ybrSp3KfwYs 
2ZZmzmfKkngRS6oAEztwbNCyEzgmRRcyiQb1bsCojiZp1bTBHgl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/nEOKI.
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Organizes Marches For Student Solidarity with Hamas

El Bakari also posts photos of the student marches he organizes and speaks at to express solidarity with 
Hamas. The photos show students carrying pictures of Hamas members and wearing Hamas headbands.584 

This post was liked by the deputy school principal of his school. 

584	 Anas El Bakari, Facebook (October 26, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/anas.a.bakari/posts/p�id0eY81C5g1SuQ 
zeo8PmvRoKwhwKgjWcL5Q6wG8Uisxj8Kq3no4QU3TyyvvAFaJJJ4Zl; Anas El Bakari, Facebook (October 26, 2023), https://www.
facebook.com/photo.php?�id=10159056207212242&set=pb.581567241.-2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/8GH9U.  
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Venerates Hamas Tel Aviv Light Rail Shooters

When Hamas terrorists attacked Israelis on the Tel Aviv light rail on October 1, 2024, killing seven civilians 
and injuring 17, El Bakari celebrated the gunmen as “blessed soldiers” who “make the nation happy.” He prayed 
for Allah to make “you [terrorists] happy as you made us happy” and to “comfort” and “guide” the terrorists 
and “shelter them and their families…”585

 

585	 Anas El Bakari, Facebook (October 1, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/anas.a.bakari/posts/
p�id09csbWk6PPZBD1Yn4tMi8aX65oMx57jx9YwykBUsCpuTmkpH5tG1CaDQQZ1gSQQ5Dl. 
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	 12	 	� Jamal Merhi  
UNRWA Tyre Employee, Hamas Member

586	 Jamal Merhi Facebook Pro�le, Facebook (Last visited November 12, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/jamal.merhi.3939. 

Jamal Merhi586 works for UNRWA in Tyre, Lebanon and is also a Hamas member. Merhi’s neutrality violations 
include the following:

Attends Hamas events and is photographed at the podium.

Openly celebrates Hamas and its leaders on his Facebook page, writing “jihad and resistance” is the way.

Has many pictures of children wearing Hamas uniforms and holding weapons.
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Photographed at Hamas Event with Hamas Members

Merhi is open about being a member of Hamas. He appears in a photo of a May 2019 Hamas event at the 
podium. He also appears in a photo along with known Hamas members at the same event.587 

 

587	 Jamal Merhi, Facebook (May 19, 2019), https://www.facebook.com/jamal.merhi.3939/posts/p�id02kDiX2WZfqZMUgz 
VmjExM2qE9iDhUzJKQA7JevuohwTdLz5Bnfngj8csj6H8H9kHZl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/vPRzx.



Schools in the Grip of Terror  209

Attends Hamas Events in Support of Jihad

Merhi has several pictures on Facebook of himself at Hamas events “in support of the approach of jihad and 
resistance called for by the Hamas movement.”588

588	 Jamal Merhi, Facebook (March 22, 2019), https://www.facebook.com/jamal.merhi.3939/posts/p�id02w74UTNKtaXv3cnvt 
NDbD373�kkAd5yiqQZNVbhjG7eXVWSmk9Hm4ptyF5JCRGwSl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/52hTs.
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Endorses Jihad and Resistance

Mer hi has countless photos of Hamas leaders and militants on his Facebook page. In one photo, showing 
Hamas leader Abdel Aziz Rantisi holding an automatic weapon, Merhi commented that “This is the right 
way, jihad and resistance, not security coordination.” Fateh Sharif’s mother, Sanaa, then endorsed Merhi’s 
comment, writing “of course, 100%.”589 

 

 In another post, Merhi calls for the Israeli “invaders” to be “humiliated” and “killed” by the “resistance.” 
Merhi writes “Listen, you holy warriors! Listen, you resistance �ghters! What is required is the head of the 
resistance! What is required is your prostration! What is required is your surrender! What is required is your 
humiliation and killing! What is required is your submission and normalization! Beware of trusting that �lthy 
man and the servants of the occupation around him.. By God, these are the enemy, so beware of them! They 
want you to be humiliated as they were humiliated! They want you to kneel as they kneeled! They want you 
to prostrate as they were prostrated!”590

589	 Jamal Merhi, Facebook (November 11, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/jamal.merhi.3939/posts/p�id02GWFexg 
G31CpyPMVbC9pwqe2oU2ZnziFyLKPQNZPRmMg2cRJngdawdGbfyHVrM�Ml; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/TVcJt. 

590	 Jamal Merhi, Facebook (November 11, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/jamal.merhi.3939/posts/p�id029fGtTyoGP3p 
WTwmUdLyDakntPZ8JWZogxXB2gWoR77BR7rXdXjQZ33AEN4DQMBiBl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/FuMg2.
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Posts Photos of Children in Hamas Uniforms Holding Weapons

Many of the photos Merhi posts feature children dressed in Hamas military uniforms with weapons in the 
background, inciting children to the hateful Hamas ideology.591 

 

591	 Jamal Merhi, Facebook (October 19, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/jamal.merhi.3939/posts/p�id025ib6sbPCNgxKdihNs 
BXyrUzTK36RMXedExYDiNHHFLWMPboyTSaAohQRc3iuRNHGl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/bPhCx; Jamal Merhi, Facebook 
(October 18, 2018), https://www.facebook.com/jamal.merhi.3939/posts/p�id02zcdNZuWhDqdJBDXFbgoMQuNg4 
fa5Dht213VYwKk2p3Jm1qdcVaQdYDbZGhpZaRRzl; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/aBMUz. 
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	 13	 	� Mousa Al-Haj  
UNRWA Tyre Teacher, Hamas Member

592	 Mousa Al-Haj, Facebook Pro�le  (Last visited November 18, 2024), https://www.facebook.com/mousa.alhajmousa. 

593	 Mousa Al-Haj, Facebook (March 10, 2016), https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?�id=1001263256621756&set=pb.100002142730507.-
2207520000&type=3; Archive Link: https://archive.ph/Vo4B9. 

Mousa Al-Haj592 is a teacher in UNRWA’s Jabalia School in Burj Al-Shamali camp in Tyre, Lebanon. He is 
also a member of Hamas.

Posts pictures at Hamas events with Hamas spokesman Jihad Taha and Hamas leader Ali Baraka.

Posts a photo of a baby with a Hamas head scarf next to a weapon.

Celebrates an attempted Hamas invasion of Israel.

Al-Haj also posts images inside his UNRWA classroom thanking his students and tagging fellow teachers.593

Member of Hamas

Al-Haj has openl y been a member of Hamas since at least 2012. One of his previous pro�le pictures is of himself 
at a Hamas event dressed in exactly the same suit and tie as the other Hamas members. Al-Haj has many other 
pro�le pictures of Hamas militants, including one of Hamas founder Sheikh Ahmed Yassin.
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Posts Photo of Baby with Hamas Headscarf

Moreover, Al -Haj makes no secret of his intent to incite children to the Hamas ideology. In April 2013, he 
posted a photo of a baby adorned with a Hamas scarf next to an assault ri�e with this caption: “We raise them 
to love resistance and jihad.”597 

 

Celebrates Hamas Invasions of Israel

Shortly after the  October 7th Hamas attack, Al-Haj glori�ed three Hamas terrorists who attempted to invade 
Israel from Lebanon, calling them the “three moons.”598 

597	 Mousa Al-Haj, Facebook (April 28, 2013), https://www.facebook.com/photo/?�id=459811464100274&set=a.459811404100280. 

598	 Mousa Al-Haj, Facebook (October 15, 2023), https://www.facebook.com/mousa.alhajmousa/posts/
p�id035KetT3dTpiwFCNr85eynqkQ1gc6sUsrpwaA5z4tHbY3mLeKeCvuToJwDbf98q9Vml. 






