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The meeting was called to order at 3.55 p.m.

AGENDA ITEN 5 (continued)

Q.UESTION OF PALESTnfI:: : DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/ES-7IL.l, A/ES-7IL. 2 )

Mr. BHATT (Nepal): Mr. President, I should like to convey our deep

satisfaction at seeing you presiding over the important deliberations of the

seventh emer~ency special session of the General Assembly. My delegation is

convinced that, with your wisdom, skill, impartiality and perseverance, you

,,,ill guide this session to a fruitful conclusion.

The question of the Middle East hns been the subject of extensive debate

in the United Nations almost since i.ts beginning. Uith the passage of time,

the problem has become more complex and, in spite of numerous attempts within

the United Nations and outside it to solve the problem~ a satisfactory solution

has eluded the international community. The goal of finding a comprehensive

and just settlement acceptable to all parties concerned still seems difficult to

achieve. At times, it appears that a certain movement in the right

direction has taken place. The peace treaty between Egypt and Israel is one

example of such a partial step, ,"hich could ultimatelJr lead ultimately towards

settlement of other aspects of the problem.

However, present events do not indicate immediate prospects of comprehensive

and lasting peace in that area. On the contrary, actions by Israel have

aggravated the already tense and complicated situation. In spite of the

repeated calls by the United Nations for Israel to vacate the Palestinian and

other Arab territories, Israel continues its occupation of those territories.

The settlement policy of Israel in occupied territories in opposition to United

Nations decisions is totally unacceptable to us. All actions of the occupying Power

to change the leGal and demographic character of those .lands are illegal. He

deeply regret the legislative steps initiated in the Israeli Khesset that seek

to alter the status of Jerusalem. ~he move by the Israeli Government to transfer

its offices to the eastern part of Jerusalem can make only a negative contribution

to an already explosive situation. All such actions are illegal and contrary to

United Nations decisions and cannot be condoned.
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The question ot Palestine is the crucial element in any comprehensive

settlement ot the Middle East problem. No lasting peace can be achieved in the

area unless it is just and acceptable to all. The Palestinian people have waged

a long struggle to establish an independent and sovereign nation ot their Olm

in their homeland. This is their inalienable right as a people. They are the

concerned party to the dispute and their participation is essential in any

settlement that seeks to bring peace and stability to that area. The

Palestine Liberat;?n Organization i~ the sole representative ot the people ot

Palestine. This is the reality, and any structure ot peace built without their

participation will inevitably collapse. He believe that the declaration of

the nine members of the European Community issued on 3 June 1980 is a constructive

step in this direction.

The position ot Nepal on the situation in the Middle East has been presented

on various occasions in this torum. I should like to take this opportunity to

reiterate these principles in brief. First? Israel must withdraw trom all

territories occupied since June 196'7. The principle of the inadmissibility ot

the acquisition ot territory by torce muqt be upheld. Secondly, the legitimate

right ot the Palestinian people to establish their separate State must be

recognized. Thirdly, every State in the region has the right to live in peace

,lithin recognized and secure boundaries, tree trom threats and acts ot violence.

The conflict in the Middle East has detied solution tor tar too long.

The situation continues to remain grave and thus to threaten international peace

and security. Nepal tirmly believes that only through peaceful means and a

constructive dialogue between the parties concerned can a just, lasting and

comprehensive peace in the area be achieved. We earnestly hope that the

present deliberations in the General Assembly will make a positive contribution
o

to the achievement ot this goal.
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Mr. DIEZ (Chile) (interpretat ion from Spanish): Mr. President,

my delegation is very happy to see you presidin~ over this emergency special

session of the General Assembly. He extend to you our warmest congratulations.

The overuhelming support demonstrated for the convening of this emergency

special session testifies unquestionably, in our opinion, to the fact that

Member States have no,·, recognized the need to renelT efforts to find a just

and lasting solution to the problem of Palestine, which is the crux of ~he whole

Middle East conflict. It is also recognition of the fact that the continuation

of the crisis in Palestine and the vicious cycle of violence deriving therefrom

constitute a growing threat to peace in the region and throughout the ,rorld.

The declaration issued last June in Venice by the Foreign Ministers of

the European Community on the situation in the Middle East is ,ri.thout any

doubt an encouraging sign in reBard to the lrillingness of the overwhelming

majority of Member States to llOrk for peace in the Middle East, basing

themselves on a realistic approach that takes into consideration all the as))ects

of the problem.

r.L'he people and Government of Chile share the concern of the international

community and have frequently expressed their position on this problem,

,rhich, moreover: p~cs to the test the effectiveness of all the reeans

posoessed by this Organization.

Chile considers the fo~louing elements to be essential bases for any

comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the !fiddle East problem: first,

Israel t s withdral78.l from all the Arab territories occupied since 1967, including

East Jerusalem; secondly, the right of all the States of the region, including

the State of Israel, to live within secure and recognized borders; thirdly,

the full and effective exercise by the Palestinian people of all their

inalienable rights, inclUding the right to self-determination and national

independence and the right to establish a sovereign State; fourthly,

participatiOi~ by the Palestinian people, associated ,dth the Palestine

Liberation Organization, in all the effQrts and negotiations towards

astablishing a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.
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Chile has traditionally supported the right of States to negotiate

bilaterally and to subscribe to the agreements that they regard as relevant.

In this particular case, we welcome the peace initiatives in t.he region.

However, we would point out quite clearly that since we believe that the

question of Palestine is the central element of the Middle East problem, any

negotiation, if it is to be effective, must cover all the aspects of the issue,

including the effective exercise by the Palestinian people of their inalienable

rights.

l-le believe firmly that a lasting peace in the Middle East can only be based

on justice and goodwill:. accordingly, "e have rejected Israeli policies in the

occupied territories, the construction of settlements end the clearing and

annexation of occupied Arab territories, including East Jerusalem.

l-lith regard to the Holy City of Jerusalem, ,re reitera.te our view that it

is necessary to agree on an international status that would ensure that

the Holy City is accessible to all the reli~ions. We are Greatly

concerned about attempt s to change the status of Jerusalem unilaterally, and

ue repeat our position that a special status for the Holy City should be an

integral part of an over-all settlement of the Middle East problem.

He would recall the follo,dng words spoken from this rostrum by

His Holiness Pope John Paul 11:

III also hope for a special statute that, under international guarantees ­

as my predecessor Paul VI indicated _. uould respect the particular nature

of Jerusalem, a heritage sacred to the veneration of millions of believers

of the tr..'ee great monotheistic relie;ions: Judaism, Christianity and

Islam". (A/34/PV.17, p. 16)

The future of Jerusalem cannot be ensured if we do not te.lte into consideration

those '1Ords spoken by His Holiness.

It is only the political 'lill to find a just solution, as "Tell as. consistent

ne50tiations, that can bring peace - the peace that uill come closer as

each and everyone of the parties involved demonstrates full understanding and

takes into account not only its own interests but also the interests of all

the peoples of the region and of the "Thole world in the Holy Land, Which is

so much a part of all of us because of our spiritual and religious links with it.
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The PRESIDENT: I should. like to infoI'lil the Assembly of the follouing

additional sponsors of the two draft resolutions before us:

Draft resolution A/ES-7/t•.'. and Corr.l: Afghanistan, Cape Verde, Grenada,

Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Ualaysia, Maldives, ~fali, Hauritania and Uganda.

Draft resolution A/ES-7/L.2: Bangladesh, ITicaragua and Viet Ham.

Mr. IiASIIIilI (IIalaysia): Statements made in this august Assembly from

the be~inning of this energency special session have emphasized and reconfirmed

one incontrovertible fact - the injustice and the suffering that the people of

Palestine has under~one for the last three decades as a result of Israeli

a[mression and disrespect for the principles of international law and the

umrillingness of the super-Powers to deal with the problem sincerely and

effectively. It is hardly surprising that today the question of Palestine

continues to engage our close and urgent attention "1hen for the greater part of

the last three decades the United Nations was able to deal only ,r.ith the refugee

nnd hwnanitarian aspects of the problem. The laraer issue of a people - the

Palestinian people - lrith inherent rights to a sovereign homeland, self­

determination and property uas at best discussed but never adequately Md seriously

dealt lrith.The super-PolTers, having turned the question into a palm in their

super-Po''1er rivalry and competition, uere more interested in their mm strategic

and political advantaces than in a genuine solution to the question. '

As a country that has always supported the just cause of the Palestinian

people, ll{aJ.~rsia resards 1974 as a momentous year. 'It "1as in that year that the

United Hations reaffirmed and spelled out in detail in resolution 3236 (XXIX) the

inalienable rights of the Palestinian people - namely, the right to self­

detemination ,dthout e~tternal influence, the ri~ of that people to return to

its homes and property from which it has been displaced and uprooted. 'The

recognition given by the General Assembly in the same year to the Palestine

Liberation Organiza.tion" "hen it invited that organization to participate in the

nor!\. of all Unii;ed Hations conferences in the capacity of observer, lTC:l.S another

positive development tOlmrds the fulfilment of the rights of the Palestinian

people. '
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Malaysia welcomed the establishment in 1975 of the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, charged ",ith the

task of considering and recommending to the General Assembly a programme

designed to fulfil those rights. My delegation is proud to be a member of

that Committee.

The circumstances leading to the convening of this emergency special

session have been clearly and comprehensively described by Mr. Falilou Kane,

Chairman. of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People. My delegation fully endorses the statement he has made

on behalf of the Committee, and it shares his concern and disappointment at

the inability of the Security Council to act on the recommendations of the

Committee. The Security Council, the organ responsible for the maintenance

of international peace and security, has again been rendered impotent by the

nesative vote of one of its permanent members. It is therefore incumbent upon

J.ihe General Assembly to act, and act it must if the Middle East is to be

spared another round of tension and hostilities which could endanger the peace

and stability of the entire world.

This emergency special session, convened at the request of the Chairman

of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of' the Palestinian

People, is therefore most timely and appropriate, and it meets with the good wishes

of the oven,helming majority of the international community, including all

States in the Non-Aligned Movement and the Islamic Conference. It

emphasizes the gravity with Which they view the unresolved question of

Palestine and the dangerous implications it carries for the peace of the

entire world. Our participation at this session demonstrates the importance

that we attach to an early solution of the Palestine question that forms the core

of the entire Middle East conflict.

We are all aware of the way Israel has acted in the occupied Arab and

Palestinian te' "'itories since 191~8, in gross violation of established

international 1a'l and international pUblic opinion. Israel's action in blatant
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c1isre~ar(1 of the resolutions of the very body to which it belongs makes a

mockery of the United Nations and the principles for which it stands. The

annexation and expropriation of Arab land and property, the establishment of

new settlements in occupied Arab and Palestinian territories, the deportation

of elected officials and the desecration of ho~r places in the Holy City of

Jerusalem are now a matter of public record. They have been adequately and

succinctly described by most delegations that have spoken before me, and it

only rem~ins for me to emphasize that Israel could not have acted in the

way it has throughout all these years had the United Nations been more

effective and the major Powers more sincere in their search for a solution to

the problem. The major Powers ",ere more interested in preserving and

perpetuating their strategic and political advantages throughout the iIiddle East

than in the true search for a solution that migh-, serve the interests of the

people of the region themselves. "Te have seen how, in their attempt to secure

their respective areas of innuence, the major POlo,ers create serious divisions

between the peoples of the region, further weakening their resolve to face

the challenge of external manipulations. Such an attitude on the part of the

big Powers. can never produce an acceptable and durable solution to the

Middle East conflict. The peoples of the region must constantly be altere of

these manipulations and remain united, for without unity, their struggle will

remain mere rhetoric devoid of strength.

It was the attitude of the major Powers and the success of their

manipulations that enabled Israel to continue to pursue its illegal policies

in the occupied territories. 'Ice latest move by the Israeli Knesset to declare

the Holy City of Jerusalem - Baitul Muqaddis - the Israeli capital and its

preparations to move the office of the Prime Minister to East Jerusalem are

yet another example of Israeli intransigence - and not cnly an affront to the

United Nations, but also to the hundreds of millions of ~foslems and Christians

the world over who hold the city, with its attendant religious and spiritual

significance, sacred.
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In the face of all these actions by the Israeli authorities, my delegation

wishes once again to reaffirm its solidarity with the people of Palestine in

their just strugale to exercise their inaliena~le rights. They have suffered for so

long, and after all these years it is only right that the United Nations should

act to remove the injustice ana' the resultant misery that has befallen them. Let

us help them to emerge from the life of refugees and exiles so that they IIl8¥

live in peace and dignity in their own homeland. It is the view of my

delegation that the recommendations of the Committee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, endorsed by the General Assembly

at its thirty-first session, still provide the most reasonable basis for a

solution to the question of Palestine. The proposal for :the phased return

of the Palestinian people to their home, land and property, the withdrawal

under United Nations supervision of Israeli forces from the territories

occupied in 1967, and the establishment of an independent Palestinian entity

represent the best hope for a start towards a peaceful solution of the entire

Middle East conflict. The representative of the Palestinian people, the Palestine

Liberation Organization, must be involved in all negotiations affecting the

future of its people.

My delegation regrets the inability of the Security Council to carry out

its responsibilities in this grave and urgen~ matter owing to the lack of

unanimity among its members. \-le can no longer 't-Tait indefinitely for the day when

unanimity can be achieved, for time. is not on our side. It is therefore

incumbent upon the General Assembly, meeting in this emergency special session,

to act immediately and decisively by authorizing the Secretary-General to

implement the recommendations of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Palestinian People that have been reaffirmed by the General

Assembly in 1977, 1978, and again in 1979. My delegation fully endorses as well

draft resolution A/ES-7/L.l.

For the majol' Powers, endowed with the special privilege of veto, let this

session be an occasion to reflect upon the special responsibility they have to

the international community to make this world a secure and peaceful place for

everybody, and not just for themselves.
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They have to live up to their responsibilities now, be it in the Middle

East t Afghanistan or lCampuchea - in fact, ,.,herever the situation demands it.

Therefore, let this be an occasion for them to search their consciences, in the hope

that they will emerge better prepared to contribute to making the United

Nations capable of senuinely inspiring confidence and a sense of security

and community among all nations, especially the small ones.

Finally, I wish to assure this Assembly of my delegation's full support

and co-operation towards finding a Just solution of the problem of Palestine

and restoring the credibility and dignity of our Organization.

f.1r. rdoz LEDO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. President,

we are pleased to see you again presiding over our work. You have calmly

and energetically dealt ,nth your task at a particularly uncertain time in

international relations. An extended regular session and two special sessions

have proved your talent and your devotion to the causes of independence

and the equality of peoples.

For the secoi'ld time this year the General Assembly is meeting in an emergency

special 'session, by virtue of the negative vote of one of the permanent members

of the Security Council Which prevented that body from taking action to deal
Inth a serious deterioration in the international order.

We have been convened here now to discuss the central problem of the

Middle East - the free exercise of the right to self-determination by the

Palestinian people. \ole do this in strict ccmpliance with thl~ provisions of the

Charter and the terms ot resolution 377 CV}, in which the Assembly defined its

responsibilities with regard to the maintenance of international peace and security.

Ninety-seven Member States asreed that it was urgent to convene this

special session. lTe have undertaken a new effort to eliminate one of the most

persistent lecacies of colonialism. For more than 20 centuries the Middle East

has been subjected to the domination of a successicn of empires. It is the primary

duty of our Orcanization to ensure that peoples of ancient lineage recover their

historical legacy and fully exercise their national rights.

Thirty··three years ago, when the process of turning back the former colonial

Powers l1as beginning, the United Nations clearly and realistically focused on the
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problem that is before us today. In its resolution 181 (Il) the General Assembly

recognized the right ot both the Jewish people and the Arab people ot Palestine

to establish independent'and sovereign States within what had up to then been the

11andated Territory of Palestine.

In the past 10 years the ambiguities previously created by propaganda

have been dissipated and the irreversible character of both national aspirations

has been shown. A sreat many States - almost all the international community ­

have come to recognize the right to selt-determination of the Palestinian people

and the representativeness ot the organization that'is leading its struggle

for independence~

For Uexico, which like so many other nations has suffered

colonial domination and foreisn interference, this matter is, above all, one

of' principle. He are not part ot any bloc and our actions are not dictated

by pressures, alliances or expediency ot any kind.

In this connexion the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of my country

said at the Sixth Summit Conterence of the Non-Aligned Countries:

"The firot and primordial right ot mankind and peoples is the

right to selt-determination, a precondition tor all other riGhts... For

Mexico, it is the guiding cardinal principle which must be applied before

any other consideration. l-Te believe that the main political problems of

the world are due to the fact that the right ot many peoples to choose

themselves, in sovereignty, their political organization as independent

States has not been respected.

"That is true of the Sahraoui people, the people ot Namibia, the

people ot Zimbabwe, the people of Palestine, the people ot Belize and

the brother people ot Puerto Rico.::

My delegation has t..lwo.ys worked to clarity problems by expressing

them in proper terms and finding solutions in accordance with the

principles "Te support. \-le are pleased that the United ~Tations has been able

to make major progress in conceptual terms on the question ot Palestine and that

there is a clear international political will now to seek eftective means

to put the resultant decisions into practice.
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The co~mity of nations has in this instance reached definitive conclusions, in

uhich 'le ful:..y concur. They are that there "ill be no Just and lasting peace in the

~liddle East unless we provide for an effective guarantee for all States in the

area to live in peace and security through the recognition of the right of each

alI.d every one of them to an independent existence; that the. Palestinian people

has the dBht to establish a national homeland throU8h the formation of a State

on Palestine territory; that Israel must withdraw from all the. territories

occupied since June 1961; and that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)

is the legitimate representative of its people.

Those premises derive from essential principles on which the Organization

was founded, such as respect for the territorial integrity of States, the

inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by forc& and the right to self­

determination of peoples, principles whose viol~tion affect all nations, in

particular the developing countries which view them. as the best guarantee of their

independence.
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The latest events in the region of Pale~tine have given rise to frequent

meetings of the Security Council and to the adoption of its resolutions 465 (1980)

and 476 (1980) concerning Israeli settlements in the occupied territories and

the status of Jerusalem. My delegation clearly stated its position on both

matters in that body.

On 30 April last, when Mexico held the presidency of the Security Council,

a draft resolution was put to the vote in which the fundamental definitions

reached by the General Assembly on the matter of Palestine were reproduced, and

an effort was made to take binding decisions that would put an end to the

illegal occupation and the creation of a Palestinian State.

Since the Council was unable to adopt a resolution, the General Assembly

is now assuming that role in a matter which J unless a satisfactory solution is

found fC?'t" it, will continue to be a serious threat to international peace and

security.

My delegation's position, now that a new draft is being submitted to the

vote, will be consistent with the attitude we pave traditionally maintained and

which has been reflected in the discussions in the Assembly and in the Security

Council.

However, we should have preferred the right of the States. in the region ­

including Israel - to a secure and independent existence, as established in

Security Council resolution 242 (1967), to be reiterated, as in the draft that the

Council considered. The problems of the Middle East are so interrelated that they

need an over_all solution. The peace that we are seeking should be based on

respect for the rights of all.

Israel cannot claim that its security lies in the violation of the rights

of the Palestinian people ,nor in the constant flouting of the decisions of the

international community. However, the establishment of a Palestinian State, which

the United Nations supports unreservedly, should be complemented with firm

undertakings on the part of t~e interested parties to re-establish peace and

harmony in the region.

The immediate problem we are dealing with is that of putting an end to a

situation that is illegal and contrary to United l~ations resolutions; but the

long-term solution calls for a new attitude from all parties, an attitude that

would favour coexistence.
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A very long-standing tradition and the interests of the nations concerned and

of mankind as a whole counsel the most open co-operation between both peoples,

once dialogue can be established on a equal footing and on the basis of justice.

The respectful and cordial relations existing between Mexico and all the

States and peoples of the region allow us to make an appeal, at this crossroads,

for decisions to be taken commensurate with the magnitUde of the problem, decisions

that will not mean sacrificing the future to sectarian attitudes and unrealistic

pretensions that can only lead to dis~ute and conflict.

Mr. NAVA CARRILLO (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish):

Mr. President, we are pleased to see you presiding over the seventh emergency

special session of the General Assembly, because of the esteem that my delegation

has for you as well as trust in your Skill, firmness and exemplary dedication

in ~he search for positive and appropriate solutions to problems.

The General Assembly is again devoting its attention to a situation which

has had a significant effect on the possibility of maintaining peace and

security in the Middle East region and therefore in the world.

We are taking part in this debate with a feeling of disquiet, because of

what seems to be a deliberate political attitude of reluctance to compromise

for the sake of establishing a just and lasting peace. We say that, not because

we are convinced, not out of certainty derived from a judgement, but simply

because we feel disturbed as a result of an uncertainty that calls for an urgent

assessment of all the elements involved. Among those we are considering not only

all the parties directly concerned but also those which, as a result of the

interplay of forces, have injected into the issue other interests in addition to

those of the nations and peoples of the area. That makes it more difficult to

work out, on the basis of a will for peace, the final decision for coexistence

and mutual respect that is necessary for the peaceful exercise of independence

and sovereignty.
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We are aware that the aforementioned assessment has already been carried out,

both by this Assembly and the Security Council - and I would add. that in the

case of this forum, it has been done many many times. There can be no doubt that

the international community is becoming aware of the question of Palestine, and

that the conviction of the need to deal appropriately with the aspirations of the

Palestinian people is growing stronger. The elements of the problem have been

made clear to a great extent and I believe that no one can be unaware of the

progress made in the lengthy and sometimes frustrating process cf identifying

them. While the international community has xr.ade that assessment, movement

towards the establishment of peace has been held up because this international

Organization's provisions have not been applied, developed or accepted. It is

as a result of stances taken both within and outside the Organization that this

delay has occurred.

We are clearly convinced of and have supported the idea that a just and

lasting solution must be based on the acceptance, by all, of the following

principles and elements.

Firstly, the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by warfare

and the cessation of the policy of occupation.

Second, the withdrawal of Israel from the territories it occupied in 1967,

and the return to the frontiers of that time, as an indispensable and imperative

step for progress towards peace.

Third, the right, to existence of all States in the area, and the right to

live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries.

Fourth, respect for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, inclUding

the rj.ght to self-determination and to form a political entity, together with

its other national rights.

Fifth, respect for the special status of Jerusalem, pursuant to the decision

of this General Assembly, which fully recognized the enormous and extraordinary

relevance of the Holy City for Christianity and the most profound spiritual

valu~ it has for Christianity, Judaism and Islam, the communities of believers

with whom we share, with great fervour, the common tradition of faith, which

should allow us to promote, as the Holy Father. said, "harmony among all those who

invoke the name of God".
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en the twenty-fi:rth of this month, the Government of Venezuela issued a

communique reading as follows:

"Venezuela has tradit ionally maintained cordial and friendly relations

with both the Arab countries and Israel, and it has mp.intained its

position on the problem on the basis of respect for all parties in a

balanced and unbiased attitude and support for the efforts made by the

United r\r..tions to seek peaceful, just methods of solution. Since 1958,

the Embassy of Venezuela in Israel has been located in the western sector

of Jerusalem. The location of the Embassy has in no wise prejudged, nor

does it prejudge, the right of one party or another to that city.

"Recently, hOl-rever, great concern has been caused by the initiative

taken by the Government and Parliament of Israel unilaterally to chanp;e

the legal status of the City of Jerusalem. Faithful to its traditional

position, Venezuela cannot allow the physical location of the Venezuelan

Embassy in Jerusalem to be taken to indicate tacit support for that

initiative, and consequently it has decided to move its diplomatic mission

to Tel Aviv, where most foreip,n diplomatic representation is to be found.

In adopting this stand the Government .of Venezuela is respecting the

letter and the spirit of United Nations resolutions in force on this

question, and it shares the concern that led His Holiness John Paul II

to warn about any unilateral change in the status of the Holy City.

IIVenezuela reiterates its willingness to maintain normal and friendly

relations with the Government of Israel and feels it appropriate to recall

its invariable defence of the legitimate right of the State of Israel to

existence and security since its creation."

The United Nations has recommended ways of obtaining a peaceful negotiated

solution of this question. Unfortunately, difficulties have arisen on the road

to that solution, but we do not regard them as insoluble. For this it will be

sufficient to have a deep-seated desire to stimulate end facilitate dialogue

among the parties interested and concerned, including the people of Palestine,

as represented by its organization, t::hich is recognized by the United Nations ­

and to enter into that dialogue in a spirit of comen understandinp; and an ambition

for the supreme blessing of peace, with respect for United Nations decisions and

honouring their essential spirit and essential aims which are respect B...'1d full

mutual recognition of the rights of each party. As I have said, this is possible

with political will in the exercise of which Wc should demcnstrate what the
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Secretary-General has so appropriately called a prudent balance, which I

mention here in the terms and the context used by him.

Venezuela hopes for a solution of this grave source of international

attention and trusts that all the parties will work for the creation of a

climate of mutual confidence in the conviction that the solution of the

problem must be achieved through negotiations among them and on the basis of

United Nations resolutions. We have in mind particularly General Assembly

resolution 181 (Il), which safeguards the status of Jerusalem, Security

Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), General Assembly resolution

3236 (XXIX) and Security Council resolution 465 (1980). We do not

consider feasible any solution that avoids mention of the right to existence

of all the States of the region and full and effective recognition of the

legitimate rights of the people of Palestine - their rights to existence

as a nation, to self-determination and to independence and sovereignty.

That aspiration will be illusory if we do not begin to implement what has

been agreed upon by the United Nations. The latter should lay a firm foundation

by recovering its credibility and effectiveness in the solution of political

problems that genuinely and substantively affect international relations

in regard to the maintenance of world peace and security.

The parties most directly concerned must exercise moderation and not

act emotionally, although in each case that mi:ght be justifiable: rather,

they should take the rational approach contained in United Nations decisions.

We wish to make another appeal - and, indeed, as many as may be advisable ­

concerning the need and general appropriateness of maintaining a spirit of

conciliation, although we are aware of all the prudence, goodwill and patience

that has already been brought to bear in efforts to come to a negotiated solution.

We do not underestimate the significance of the steps taken in the region to

try to promote peace, and we emphasize that only a general settlement that takes

account of the legitimate rights and aspirations of all the parties concerned

in the conflict can bring about a just and lasting peace. He make this appeal

also to give the United Nations an opportunity, since it is already on the way

to a definitive settlement of the problem, to deal with factors, elements and

rights considered essential for a complete solution to the problem and for

the recognition of facts that ca~~ot be disguised.
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It is with that thotl;?:ht and conviction that the deleRation of Venezuela is

participating in this seventh emergency special session of the General Assembly.

It is convinced that it must do everythinB possible and malte every endeavour

so that pro~ress can be made towards a peaceful~ lasti~ solution to the

Middle East crisis and the C1.uestion of Po.lestine ~ l1hich is an intep,ral part of it s

since that crisis is a constant threat and risk to international peace end security.

At this emergency special session lE:t us concentrate our efforts upon

promoting general support for this further action and let us give this fresh

opportunity to the United Nations to take action to exercise its authority for

the sake of re-establishing peace and tranquillitys '..:'ich we desire for all

the men and wemen of the Middle Fest.

He S8¥ again that it is our firm hope that, u'ith perseverance,

a flexible attitude and a ccnstructive frame of mind the formidable obstacles

to peace in the :·~icldle East can be overcome.

lifr. SEPET..t!. (United Republic of Tanzania): Hr. President, it is with

a. sense o~ deep gratitude and great satisfaction that I see you presiding over

.this emergency special session of the General Assembly on the question of

Palestine. Your talents and ability and your lV'ide experience in international

affairs have been amply demonstrated since you asslwed the presidency of the

thirt:,r. -fourth session of the United rlfations GeneraJ. Assembly. Those qualities,

tOGether l1ith your recognized dedication and commitment to the cause of peace

and justice and human understan<.1inG, eJllinently equip yoU to steer the

deliberations of our Assembly as we consider this burning problem of universal

concern.

The Tanzanian t1eleGation~ lThich enjoys a special relationship with you,

!Jr. President, is very much honoured by the sentiments of friendship that have

been expressed towards YOl~ person as "ell as the confidence in your stewardship

clearly manifested by delegation after delegation.

It is rather unfortunate that modesty and tradition prevent me from rnakinp;

detailed remarks about you and your outstanding role. Yet I feel I must again

reGister the satisfaction and pride of the Tanzanian Government and all Tanzanians

at your accomplishments. You have truly and most eminently distinGUished

yourself as a Tanzanian, as an African and as an international statesman.
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Allo'-T me also to pay a ,.,ell-deserved tribute 'i;o the COI1Uilittee 011 the

Exercise of the Inalienable Ric;hts of the Palestinian People and to its uise

and capable Chairman, Ambassador Falilou !Cane of Sene~al, for their role in

promoti ll3 the just cause of the Palestinian people. He are indeed inspired

by the consistent leadership provitled by Scne~al in that Committee, for ue also

recall the equally significant role played by the first Chairmen of the

COi,1lIllittee J Ambassaclor i:Iedoune Fall.

Hany of the speakers \Tho have preceded me have already underscorec1

the sin~ificance and the timeliness of this session. I shall therefore refrain

fror.l duelling on the ra';'ionale for this session. Suffice it to se:y that the

session provides the international cOlllmunity uith a unique opportunitJr to

arrest c.1l.1d subsequently put an end to the extremely dangerous and fra~ile

situation that prevails in the Middle East as a result of the continued denial

of the national rights of the Palestinian people, as '-Tell as the suppression and

repression of those people. It is self-evident that this situation not only

poses a serious threat to the peace and security of the reGion but also

endan~ers 610bal peace end security.

The existence of that threat to international peace and security on the

one hand, and the failure of the Security Council to act positivelY, owing to

the lack of unanimhy amonG the permanent members on the other hanc1, not only has

made the convening of this session an inescapable necessity but, more importantly,

has made it a vital forum in the search for a just and lasting peace.

Fcu questions in the history of the United Nations have been so

comprehensively and repeatedly discussed as the question of Palestine. Indeed,

from the time of the parti'cion resolution until today various aspects of the

Palestiuiml question have been discussed. ~le Oraanization is responsible

for a plethora of unimplemented resolutions on this problem. !:.ven those

resolutions ~nlich deal with purely humanitarian aspects have remained

unimplemeuted. Israel either has chosen to iBnore tllose resolutions or, more

of'ten than not, has pursued the path of systematically and deliberately

violatinG them. The result has been, on the one ha.nd, the compilation of 0­

multitude of United nations resolutions, both of the Security Council and of
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the General Assembly ~ matched only by the compilation of an unprecedented

record of violations of those resolutions by the Israeli authorities: and on

the other hand~ the people of Palestine J uho have been uprooted from their

homeland ~ denied their fundamental human richts and dispossessed of their

property~ have continued to suffer the ordeal and agony of either Israeli

milHary occupation or the vac;aries of exile.

The most important task of this Asser&1bly therefore is to ensure the

implementation of the United nations resolutions relating to the question of

Palestine ~ ,·rhich is universally recognized as the COl'e of the rIiddle East

conflict. In confrontin~ this challenge, Members of the Assembly are all

alTare of the deteriorating situation in the area, lThich has been compounded by

the expansionist and repressive pOlicies of Israel. ~lose policies and actions

of Israel have tw~en various torms, such as the consolidation of the Israeli

occupation of Palestinian and other Arab lands~ including the attempted

annexation of JerusaleLl~ and the construction of illeGal settlements in

occuvied lands~ in defiance of universal opposition and condmnnation and in

contravention of international lmr. ~le systematic policy of tryinG to change

the physical character and demographic structure of the occupied Palestinian

and Arab lands~ and the systematic harassment, persecution and repression of

the Palestinian people with the clear objective of tryinG to force them to

leave their homes~ thus causinc a further outflolT of re~ees~ are but som~

of 'che serious manifestations of Israeli defiance of United Nations decisions

and resolutions.

Clearly~ therefore~ a search for a just and lasting settlement will prove

illusory unless those blatant actions of the Israeli authorities aGainst the

Palestinian people are ended forthwith. F~ually evident is the fact that there

can be no peace in the area if Israel continues to cling to the occupation of

Arab lands in contravention of internationa.l la,., and the Charter of our

OrGanization as uell as in total disreGard of Security Council resolution

242 (1967)~ uhich categorically reiterated the principle of the inadmissibility

of the acquisition of territory by force.
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The path tOl1ards peace amI justice in the r.li(ldle :Cast is not an easy one.

He recognize the complexities of the problem. Yet it is not an impossible path.

But the prospects for peace can be enhanced only by an objective evaluation

of the causes of the present impasse. Israel must co~e to terms with the fact

of the Palestinian identity and nationalism. Above all Israel ~ust learn and

accept the fact of history - that inevitably those who are denied their rieht

to self··determination 'trill ultiIllatel~r triumph.

If Israel continues to iGnore that historical inevitability~ if it continues

·co pursue l)olicies aimed at capitalizing on the fruits of conquest, then it nill

continue to block the path tOl1ards peace with imponderable consequences not

only for the peoples of the reGion but for us all.

Our responsibility at this session is therefore very clear. 1t is to

strive for a genuine resolution of the fuddle East conflict, first and foremost

by resolving the Palestinian question. In that connexion, the Tanzanian

deleGation has been encouraGed by 'tnlat can be described as a mountinG international

consensus in recoGnition of the fact that the Palestinian question is central to the

IIiddlc East conflict, and, of equal importance, by the almost universal support

for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. To that end, the

Declaration of the ~uropean Economic Community at their Venice Sunmlit last

month is a step in the riGht direction.

It is the vie't. of the Tanzanian Government that for there to be a just

&ld lasting settlement of the llidtlle Fast conflict~ a comprehensive approach

must be t&~en. Such a comprehensive settlement, in addition to providing for

the rights of the Palestinian people to self· ·(letermination as 't'Tell as the

riGht to return, must also entail respect for the independence, soverei~nty and

'iJerritorial integrity of all··· and, I repeat ~ of all .. States in the area.

Furthermore, it is inconceivable that such a solution could be obtained without

the full participation of one of the principal )?arties, lilost directly concerned

uith the Palestinian question, namely the Palestine Liberation Or~anization,

the authentic and leGitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

Tanzania holds very dear the cause of the Palestinian people. Our

support for its just struggle is consistent with our country's support for all
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such just stru81;les the world over~' But in many '·,ays the Palestinian str~gle

is a unique cause uhich calls for even more understandinB and SUPlx>rt. For

here? not only are \Te dealina ",ith the classical problem of a people denied

its right to self-determinationj rather? it is also a question of a people

uprooted from its land and dispossessed of its property? uith many subjected

to the ordeal of semi-permanent exile. That is ,.,hy the Tanzanian Government

. has extellded and nill continue to extend its support to the Palestinian

people under the leadership of the PLO.
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Earlier this month, my country 'Was privileged to act as host, at the Arusha

International Conference Centre, to the first in a series of seminars on the

Question of Palestine. At that seminar my Government reaffirmed its unflinching

support for and solidarity with the Palestine people and its commitment to the

search for a durable peace in the Middle East. I wish here to reiterate the

commitment of my Government in pursuit of a just and lastinp; peace - that peace

which is so ardently desired by the :peoples of the region. It is our fG!"Vent

hope, therefore, that this seventh emergency special session 17ill make an

important contril:.ution towards that goal.

Hr. OULD ZodJ.1EL (Mauritania) (interpretation from French): Sir,

since this is the first time I have had. the honour of speaking in this Assembly,

I should like to take the opportunity to congratulate you most warmly on your

brilliant election to the presidency of the General Assembly. I am particularly

pleased to fulfil this duty, in that, durinp; the current year the I3eneral

Assembly has twice taken decisions which were new and important milestones in

the annals of our Organization. I am convinced that, thanks to your experience,

your competence and your sense of resronsibility, this session of th~ Assembly

will be crowned with success.

On behalf of the Hauritanian Government and on my own behalf also, I wish

also to pay a deserved tribute to Secretary-General Kurt \o1aldheim for the ability,

courage and devotion with which he has been discharp;inp: his functions as head

of our Organization. We know that our Orp.anization is in good hands and that,

with his own particular talent and tact he ,·Till be able to hel'P in solvinp, the

many problems fac ing the internat ional community.

In his letter of 1 July 1980 the Permanent Representative of Senegal called

on the United Nations Secretary-r.eneral to convene an emer~ency special session,

pursuant to resolution 377 A (V), in order to consider the question of Palestine.

That decision taken by the Chairman of the Committee on the E:lt.::~~ise of the

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People was no fortuitous decision.
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Indeed, ever since the Committee ,.,as established nearly five years aeo, it has

studied lTith perception, competence and seriousness al.l as!?ects of the question,

in Iteeping ,dth the mandate entrusted to it by the General Assembly. The

various reports it has prepared on 'Nays and means of resolving the Palestinian

problem have been submitted to the General Assembly and approyed by over"lhelming

majorities.

In June 1976 - specif'ical.ly~ on 29 June - 'PUrsuant to General Assemblv

resolution 3376 (XXX), the Committee submitted its report to the Security Council,
so that the Council could proceed to implement the decisions and recommendations

contained in that report relatin~ to matters involving peace and security in

Palestine. As "e Imo'\'r, the report uas not adopted because of the negative

vote of one permanent member of the Security Council.

TIU'ee years later, on 29 JlTovember 1979, the General Assembly once again

called on the Security Council to consider the Committee's recommendations ­

this time not only because of the vigorously reitp.rated wishes of almost

all Nembers of our Orsanization, but also, and above all~ because of events

ul1ichhad occurred in the Uiddle East ~ 1'1hose implications for

international peace and security continue to be excepticnally serious. But once

again the Security Council uas unable to discharge its Obligations because

that same permanent member decided to disregard the uishes of' the overuhelming

majority of Hember States of our Organization.

The matter ,·ras thus once again referred to the General Assembly, '\'Thich

uas then faced lTith a situation in ,·rhich the unequivocal recommendations of

almost all the Uember States and the frequently stated "ishes of international

public opinion had been blocked by a deliberately hostile 'attitude towards what
has always been the very basis of the Charter - the implementation of the

principle of self~determination. In view of'that impasse, which was both

awkward and dangerous in many respects ~ the General Assembly called on the

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People

to study the situation lThich had developed and to make any appropriate

su€mestions.
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By deciding to accede to the request of the Committee that it convene

this emergency special session the General Assembly has thus shown the whole

world that it will not allow any state, however larp,e and powerful it ma,v be,

to manage affairs that are the responsibility of our Orp;anization. Indeed,

could it have been otherwise? I do not think so, because ou·.~ Organization~

which has always derived its strength and prestip,e from its scrupulous

respect for justice, law and morality, could not continue to exist if these

principles so vital to the international community, particularly to the

small countries, continued to be violated with impunity.

The plan to d:dve the Palestinian people from its homeland was carefully

and minutely prepared in advance by the Zionists. But those same Zionists

could not have won recognition of the international legitimacy of their

entity without the support and ,::omplicity of our Organization. That is why

the question of Palestine, more than an,v other issue, is the direct res,\?onsibility

of the United Nations.

Since the Palestinian people was driven out of its homeland~ forced to

wander for more than 30 years~ it has been complyinR fully "nth all the

principles of our Charter in the hope that our Organization, which is largely

responsible for the tragedy which has been besetting the Palestinian people,

would restore its most inalienable and most sacr(;~d rip.:ht. That right ~

which is the cornerstone of our Organization and has been recognized by all

peoples of the world, cannot be denied the Palestinian people.

\ole are thus happy that the General Assembly has made a. healthy new

departure and has taken the decision to act in accordance with the principles

of the Charter and unblock the situation still prevailing in Palestine, for

the outbreak of violence, with all the ensuinp; wars, death and tragedy

disrupting the Middle East, is today threatening international peace and

security more than ever before.

Although the General Assembly has decided finally to ensure that law

and reason prevail, we should have preferred the Security Council~ which

has the priwary responsibility for preserving international ~eace and security~

to have been able honourably to discharge its obligations, particularly in so far

as concerns this question of Palestine.
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Untortunately, abuse ot the veto tor the obvious purpose, now as in the

past, ot shoring up the Zionist State, has prevented us trom restorin~ the

rights ot the Palestinian people, even thoush they are unequivocally

recognized in the Charter ot our Orsanization. This paradoxical situation

has long been a matter ot concern to our Organization and could indeed

deteriorate into a' crisis apt to' undermine the United')Yations and, if

we do not take care, even shake it to its very toundations.

Since this is an unprecedented development in the annals ot our

Organization, I should like to say a te,., words about this matter of the

veto, becau,pe it now seems clear that international peace and security,

Justice, stability and treedan in c)ur world are based DlOre than ever before

on this principle which, by torce ot circumstances, has beccme the Illost

basic tenet ot our Or~8Dization.
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In deciding to join this Organization, which was conceived and established

at a time when most of today's Members were still under colonial and political

domination, our countries and peoples believed - and this was a deep-seated and

sincere conviction - that the political prerogatives, not to speak of the

exceptional power, held by certain states under the Charter were to lead them

to take account of the tremendous moral responsibility incumbent on them in

settling matters that were of concern to our Organization and to the world as

a whole.

He believed that with this responsibility, and in particular with the trust

that our States had, those countries 'Uould be the jealous GUardians of justice

and stauneh defenders of right and that they would avoid falling into the

rather attractive, but extremely dangerous, situation in which they miallt become

parties, in support of one side or another. to conflicts Which it ""as the

primary responsibili"jjy of the Security Council to solve•.

That conviction and that trust ,.,ere sOlnethin~ that most small countries held

because they cannot and could not have recourse to Rny other than our Organization,

and they can rely only on the principles of our Charter to detend their ri8ht

to exist. Most of the States believe in the equality 01' States, creat

and small, and in the defence 01' morality, diani"~~y and freedom in the lTorld. which

are the most vital principles 01' the Charter. We believe that our States

have freely and solemnly undertaken to respect them.

Almost all Member States continue to believe in these principles, but is

that t1uough for our Organization to be able to work tor 'Uhat is ethical and right?

These are the questions that arise today. We must give an unambiGuous and

unflinching reply. "lIo'Uever, ,-re cannot accuse the General Assembly. the most

democratic body of our Organization, of tailing in its obligations to search

for a solution of the problem 01' the Middle East, in particular 01' the tragedy'

the Palestinian people.

The verdict of our Assembly on the expansionist and crimint'\l

policy of Israel is pertectly clear. The policy is irrevofi:ably condemned both as

to form and as to SUbstance. In truth. what enCOttrRges Israel in its

policy 01' liquidating the Palestinian people - there is no doubt about this ­

is the criminal complicity 01' the imperialists which support, and continue to

support the Zionists, militarily, financially and diplou:atically•.
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l'1ith this unconditional support, Israel continuefl deliberately to violate

the most elementary human rights in the Niddle East. This violation of the

spirit and letter of our Charter.has led to the expropriation and dispossession

of Palestinians and reached its peak in the expulsion of the Y.ayors of

Hebron and Halhoul and the Islamic judge of Hebron and, in a more serious manner

still, in the terrorism practised against those who have been elected by the

Palestinian people in the occupied Arab territories.

Yet, the only crime of those people had ccrumitted "1as to be the elected

representatives of the Palestinian people, and, indeed, in the occupied

territories they are a symbol of courage, self-denial and determination to resist

Zionist occupation.

Israel's arrogant policy does not stop there. Al Quds-Al Sharif, a Holy

City in many respects, having historically, geographically, humanly, culturally

and politically always been an integral part of Arab Palestine, has just been

transformed into the capital of the Zionist entity. The Holy Places in the city

have constantly been desecrated. Fortunately, all the religious communities

throughout the world, 1rho have understood these delaying tactics, have condemned

these morally and humanly devastating actions. .

Today, the Zionists B.."ld their allies wish to use Jerusalem so that you can't

see the wood for the trees; in other words, they 11ish to use the city RS the trump

card in their negotiations, just as South Africa is using lfalvis Bay. 'But in this

respect, we l10uld say that the liberation of Jerusalem, an integral part of

Palestine, is inse];arable from the liberation of Palestine as a l1hole. '

Certainly Jerusalem - and on this we are agreed - has a special character and

a special status from the religious point of viel1, but this does not mean that

the Holy City does not legally and historically belong to the Arab nation of

Palestine.

The Zionist authorities have taken the decision to change the character and

status of the city, casing themselves on a supposed biblical interpretation

and their decision is of interest and concern only to them. They

have always exploited religion for materialistic pUY.];oses contrary to reliaious

teachings, which they nevertheless advocate for th'~ purposes of their

propaganda~ but that can no longer mislead anybody.
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Indeed, today it is clearer than ever before that the Zionist presence in the

Holy City of Jerusalem, the military measures being taken there and the tourist

facilities that are being constructed have notlling to do with religion.

Hever in the history of mankind has religion been so exploited for such

inhuman and unjust purposes.

Israel's attitude in the Middle East today differs in no way from that of

the settlers who earlier tried to give their expeditions a religious aspect

the better to enslave our peoples.
The question of Palestine is, indeed, at the heart of the Middle East problem,

and a solution to that problem, which is a threat to all mankind, involves a

settlement of the tragedy that is being experienced by the Palestinian people.

For more than a generation, the Zionists and imperialists have tried, thanks to

tremendous propaganda and all kinds of sUbterfuge, to arrest the course of history.

Still suffering froLl the trauma produced by the dreadful scenes and memol"ies of

the Second 110rld Har and moved by the tragedy -that struck so many people, in

particular by the situntion of the Je~.,s in that traGedy, international public

opinion, ~"hose Bood fl:'.ith has nOl" been so abused, "Tas long ignorant of the true

l1atmre of the Middle East -craaedy. Taldng advantage of that situaJ~ion, the

Zionists established a machinery in order to corw~it aagression against the Arab

nl:'.tion and to liquida;i:;e the Palestinian people.

From one war of aggression to another, Arab Palestine has been emptied of its

legitimate inhabitants, and settlements have been established that are really

Just daggers in the heart of Palestine, being used to fill the void thus

created and to serve as a base for Zionist expansion. Despite the suffering

imposed on them, the Palestinian people, aware of the justice and leBitimacy of

their cause, have continued to resist this cruel oppression. It was the

determination to resist oppression and the sacrifices made by the Palestinian

people that have brought international pUblic opinion and our Organization to

a better understandine of the question of Palestine and its true dimensions.
The Palestine Liberation Organization, the political body set up to

direct and organize the struggle for liberation and also to represent the

Palestinians throughout the world, with a courage and tremendous ability to

vrhich I here pay tribute, have been able through the years to win the understanding

and support of international pUblic opinion.
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The decision twten at the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly

to grant observer status to the PDO is not only an action in which our Organization

recognizes the legitimacy of the struggle of the Palestinian people; it is also and

above all a decision making the PLO the sole ~tlthentic re~resentative of the

Palestinian people. .
This act of faith on the part of the international community, and of the United

iTcttions in particulRr, should in itself have been enough to ensure that those who

are seeldng to drau up plans for the settlement of the conflict should now

understand that it is only the effective participation of the PLO, which is the

legitimate Palestinian representative, that can guarantee the success of any

negotiations on the future of the Palestinian people.

The Camp David accords, whose objectives are obviously to ignore and even

to eliminate the PLO, are nothing but a delaying tactic and thus a betrayal of

the cause that is defended by the Arab nation, the Palestinian people and those

nations that love peace and justice. The countries responsible for that initiative

should underst~nd that it is illusory to try to turn back the pages of history

and that the PLO, which alone reflects the legitimate aspirations of the

Palestinian people, is the only organization that can negotiate on behalf of that

people.

The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienab~e Rights of the Palestinian

People has :realized this and has nm., made Pl'oposals to our Assembly. It is now

up to our Assembly to reaffirm unequivocally and forcefully the inalienable right

of the Pales"tinial1 people to self-determination l1ithout foreigll interference,

including the right to national independence and sovereignty. He must also

sole~l:Y reaffirm before the international community our resolve to help the

Palestinian people regain its usurped land and to enable the Palestinians

vrho have been driven out by the Zionists to return to their homes and to take

charge of their property. .
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It is also the duty of' our Assembly to oppose MY manoeuvre or plan

ail".led at SiLlPly dUlllpin~ the Palestinian people into one camp or another, uhere

they nill not be able to live and develop freely. '

Those proposals are in keeping in every 'lay uith the most fundamental

principles of' the Charter of' our Organization, and of' the General Assembly,

'fhich has adopted them on several occasions, must nou seek "'ays and means to

implement them quiclay. 'In that respect, the Secretary-General, ",ho enj'oys

the conf'idence and respect not only of' our Organization but of' the international

COI:lIilunity as a "Thole, could be entrusted - as he should be - with the

implementation of the decisions adopted by this emerl3ency special session.

International pUblic opinion and the peoples that cherish peace and

freedom are f'ollo,dl18 uith attention and interest the work of' this

emerl3ency special session. 'Indeed, today more than ever bef'ore the question

arises uhether a State uhich has freely and solemnly undertaken to respect the

principles of the Charter can continue to enjoy the prerol3atives of a IIember

State "Thile tramplinG underf'oot the very f'oundation 01' our Orcanization. '

Our Assembly cannot, uithout doinl3 discredit to itself' and repUdiating

itself in the eyes of the international community 2 accept the continued

and deliberate violation of' our Organization's decisions and recommendations

by Israel, which used the United Nations as a tal~e-off' point for its very

existence.

In that respect, the relevant provisions of the Charter which the General

Assembly can legitimately use against Hember Stll.tes that violate the principles

of our Organization should now be applied in all their strictness to the

Zionist State if it continues to demonstrate its arrol3ant and criminal attitude.
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Ue hope that this emergency special session, which is the last

recourse of our Organization in its attempt to settle this tragedy imposed on

the Palestinian people for more than a c;eneration, uill lead to the success

uhich the international community ex"")ects.

The Arab nation, the peoples that cherish peace and justice can no

longer accept the continued oppression of the Palestinian people, just as

they can no longer agree - and we are convinced of this - to allow the

Zionist State to desecrate the Holy City of Jerusalem at will and arr03antly

and constantly defy the international community.

He urgently appeal to those who have always supported the Zionist rec;ime

to understand that the ltill repeatedly expressed by our Organization, and in

partiCUlar the General Assembly, is the only way of bringinB peace and

stability to Arab Palestine and the l-fiddle East. .

The question of Palestine, which is. the paramount responsibility of

the United Nations, must be settled lrithin our Organization. The Security

Council, the organ responsible for preserving international peace and

security, must not ta.l~e an approach different from that oi:' the General

Assembly in respect of the settlement of this question. '~le trust, therefore,

that that body ltill take account of the ways defined by our Assembly and the

means it proposes to ensure that justice and right triumph in Palestine. .

Ue have Bood hope this time that reason will finally p:r.,~vail and that

international solidarity, so dear to all our States and peoples in the present

circUlllstances, will triumph over advantages that are linked to interests lrhich

ue all know are ephemer8.l. .

Our Orgar1ization, which convened. this emerc;ency special session of the

General Assembly, wished by means of the edi~ine debates that have characterized

our lTork to ensure that this session would be the deCisive turning point in
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the settlement of the question of Palestine. The decisions that "ill be

talten at this session, if they are applied, will constitute, we are convinced,

an important milestone on the path to a settlement of this tragedy "hich is

still haunting our conscience and in respect of which our Organization has

a large measure of responsibility.

Hence, our Oraanization must, more than ever, mal..e sure that the

General Assembly's resolutions and decisions are implemented, and in

particular those l1hich require the ,odthdrawal of. the Zionist State from the

occupied Arab territories, the return of the Palestinian people to its usurped

hOli1eland, and the application in Palestine of the principle of self­

determination and the right to the establishment of an independent Palestinian
State•.

ne must also nalte sure that injustices of the Idnd inflicted on the

Palestinian people are banished once and for all from our Organization and

that "the States which may in the future talte initiatives liltely to tarnish

the prestige of the United Ha.tions ,·dll have applied against them, uithout

any discrimination, the provisions of the Charter of which our Assembly can
and must avail itself. .

The equality of States, large and small, as proclaimed in the Charter,

must be absolute, ,·Tithout any exceptions. The obliGations of States in

the implementation of the decisions of the General Assembly must be one of

the basic criteria of their membership of our OrGanization. .

In conclusion, I wish to p~ a well-deserved tribute to the COmlllittee

on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and in

particular to its Chairman, brother Falilou Kane of Senegal. I Imou that

the '-101'1.. the General Assembly has asked that Committee to do has required

great effort and sacrifice. I am happy to note that the Committee's perspicacity

in its evaluation of the tragedy now being experienced by the Palestinian

people has been endorsed by the Gen.eral Assembly. 'I should therefore like to

thanl.. the Committee most sincerely.
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Hr. RADI::~ (Grenada): Allo," me, first of all, Sir, to congratulate

you on your presidency of this emergency special session. This is indeed a

reflection of the confidence of the international community not only in you

buJo; in your country, Tanzania, lIith which the Peoples' Revolutionary Government

of Grenada has very 11arIl1 relations. \oTe trust that the deliberations here ",ill

result in the establishment of a State for the Palestinian'people, for it

has no doubt waged a just and resolute struggle•.

This emergency special session of the General Assembly of the United

Nations has been callecl on the question of Palestine primarily because the

United States of America has been using its veto pOl1er in the Security Council

to frustrate resolutions of the General Assembly relative to the Palestinian

question. 'The Sixth Summit Conference of Non-Aligned Countries, held in

Havana, Cuba, in September 1979, foresaw this manoeuvre and proposed this

emeraency session.

The Peoples' Revolutionary Government of Grenada readily SBreed to the

convening of this emergency special session, for lie deem the Palestinian

question to be one of the most fundamental issues affec..ting international

peace and security in the lTorld today.

Successive resolutions of the General Assecbly of the United Nations,

the Organization of African Unity, the Islamic Conference and the Non-Aligned

trovement have expressed the view that there can be no just and lasting peace

in the Middle East unless there is a solution to the Palestinian question.

For my delegation the root cause of this tragedy has been the failure of

the Zionist State of Israel to comply ,"ith the terms of the Charter of the

United Nations relative to the right of self-determination for the Palestinian

people. 'Zionism, acting in concert ~nth imperialism, imposed a colonialist

settler State in the middle of the Arab world. 'Sustained by foreian money,

arms, diplomatic and other support, the Zionist terrorists drove the Palestinian

people from their land, seized their property and sought to deny them of their

national identity. This forced millions of those brave and heroic people to

be scattered in refugee camps throughout the Arab ,{orld and beyond.' The degrading
and inhuman treatment inflicted on the Palestinian people by the survivors of

the holocaust has not extinguished the torch of freedom and the genuine desire

of this ancient people to return to its national territory.
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As a result of tllis savage repression directed against the Palestinian
people, the Palestine Liberation Organization 'Uas fomed. It is tod~r

internationally' recoanized as the sole and authentic vehicle of national

liberation for the Palestinian people and is in fRct afforded areater

reco~ition in the international community than the State of Israel. 'In

Grenada, support for the Palestine Liberation Oraanization did .not come uith

the triumph of the Grenada revolution in March 1979, but had been since 1973

the policy of the revolutionary movement in Grenada. .

In 1975 the General Assembly' established the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rizhts of the Palestinian People to assist the Palestinians

in the pursuit of self-determination and the establishment of their

independent State. 'Incensed by this developnent, successive Israeli Governments

have sought by every illegal and inhuman act to violate the human riahts of

Arabs livinc in the occupied territories by establishing Jewish settle-'l1ents

in Arab areas under their jurisdiction and committing outrageous acts of

terrorism in the occupied territories as ""ell as in the neighbourine States. ~~

\~ Mr~ Sheldov (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic), Vice-President,
teok th~ Cbair.
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The Camp David accords between Israel and E8YPt, which were presented to

the world as bringing peace to the Middle East, have now proved to be a dismal

failure. At the time the agreements were signed our Government expressed the

view that they would fail simply because they did not involve the Palestinian

people through its sole and legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation

Organization, and also because they did not meet the approval of the Arab world.

The sum total of the Camp David agreements has had the effect of using both

Israel and Egypt as forward bases of imperialism against the Arab and African

States and of increasing world tension by affording those who regard the Middle

East as an area of I'vital economic interest\: an opportunity to deploy their

forces in the region.

In recent d8¥S, the Government of Israel has been engaged in manoeuvres

designed to make Jerusalem its capital. In the view of my Government, any

such so-called lesislation is wholly null and void and can have no effect.

The essential elements for a just solution to the question of Palestine

have been embodied in numerous resolutions of the General Assembly and the

Security Council, and our delegation wishes to reaffirm the inE'~ienable rights

of the Palestinian people to return to their homes and property from which they

has been displaced and uprooted, and calls for their return to Palestine. We

reaffirm their richt to establish their own sovereign and independent State, their

right to self-determination without external interference and their right to

national independence and sovereignty, as well as the right of the Palestine

Liberation Organization, the representative of the Palestinian people, to

participate on an equal footing in all efforts, deliberations and conferences

on the question of Palestine and the Middle East within the framework of the

United Nations.

My delegation calls upon Israel to withdraw completely and unconditionally

from all Palestinian and other Arab territories, inclUding Jerusalem,

occupied since June 1967, with all property and services intact, and urges that

such withc1raual from the occupied territories should start before

15 November 1980.
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Hy delegation also calls upon all States to desist forthwith from

supplying Israel uith any military andlor economic aid, in view of the

continued occupation of Arab and Palestinian territories - including Jerusalem ­

and the denial of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

No other Hember State of the international community - other than the

apartheid regime of South Africa - has so consistently defied resolutions of the

United Nations and world public opinion. The tire has therefore arrived, in

the interest of international peace and security, to apply sanctions against

the State of Israel in accordance with Chapter VII of the United l'Tations

Charter.

Ny delegation noted lTith satisfaction the change in the policy of the

European Economic Community that uas announced at their recent summit held in

Venice. This change, we believe, is a constructive step which places them in

closer accord ,dth the rest of the international community.

My Government is pleased at this time to announce that it has added its

name to the list of sponsors of draft resolution A/ES-7/L.l on the question

of Palestine.

I wish also to take this opportunity to express again rrry Government's

total commitment to and support of the just struggles of the Palestinian

people and its national liberation organization, the Palestine Liberation

Organization, as well as of the United Nations in its collective effort to

satisfy the just demands of the Palestinian people.

Mr. LUSAKA (Zambia): I ",ish to join preceding speakers in paying a

tribute to the President for the diligent manner in which he is presiding over

this very important emergency special session of the General Assembly on

Palestine. I have no doubt that with his well-knoun diplomatic sIdll, he will

successfully conduct the business of this emergency special session.

The question of Palestine which the General Assembly has been called upon

to discuss at this emergency special session is an old problem that is at the

very core of the perennial conflict in the Middle East. Four wars have been
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fought in the MidcUe East since 1948. The dreadful pros];lect of more 1-TarS in

the area will continue to exist as long as there is no solution to the question

of Palestine.

The question of Palestine is a sad story of a people being uprooted from

its homes and homeland, dispersed, condemned to live as refugees in the most

tragic conditions and, for decades, denied its inalienable rights.

The solution to the question of Palestine, which has been elusive for

too long, is quite obvious. It is simply that the Palestinian people should be

enabled to exercise its right of self-determination, including its right to

establish an independent and sovereign State of its own. This is the crux of

the matter and ought to be the preoccupation and concern of all 1-Tho genuinely

seek 11 solution to the question of Palestine and to the larger problem of the

.Middle East.

Recent initiatives undertaken in the Security Council have the basic goal

of establishing a genuine and realistic basis for resolving the Palestinian

question. Security Council resolution 242 (1967) is certainly important, but

it m1,~ortunately contains an undeniable and unpardonable r.aJor flaw in its

reference to the problem of Palestine. The erroneous notion that the question

of Palestine is simply a refugee problem should be checked and corrected.

To be true to ourselves and to do justice to the Palestinian people we must

recognize the fact that the Palestinian problem is above all a political

problem involving the denial of the people's right to self-determination.

Furthermore, as ..: member of the Security Council, Zambia deeply regrets

that the well-meaning initiative in the Security Council last April could not

succeed owing to the casting of a veto by a permanent member of the Security

Council. It is as a direct consequence of that unfortunate action by a

permanent member of the Security Council that this emergency special session

has been convened. The over",helming response of the United lTations Member

States which made the convening of this session possible demonstrates their

understanding and concern with regard to the plight of the Palestinian people

and the generally volatile nature of the situation in the aiddle East.
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The cause ot the Palestinian people enjoys the overwhelming support of

the Organization ot African Unity, the Non-Alisned lI.oveJrent, and indeed ot

the vast maJority ot the United llations Member states. Israel is increasingly

becoming more and 1JX)re isolated. In this connexion, it is signiticant that

there is a growing debate in l'lestern Europe as to the need tor the countries

ot that part ot the world to adopt a 1JX)re realistic stance on the question ot

Palestine with a view to ~ontributing to its solution.
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The United States and Israel should also have the courage of their

convictions and realize that virtually the whole of the rest of the world

cannot be wron~. Yet, the statement of the representative of Israel we heard

the other day offers no encouragement whatsoever, since Israel appears

determined to continue its defiance of the will of the internat.ional community.

It is in the interest of the Israelis to recognize and respect the

right to genuine self-determination of the Palestinian people. The attitude

that the Palestine Liberation Or~anization, which is recognized by the

majority of the international community as the legitimate representative of the

Palestinian people, is a "terrorist" orp;anization with which Israel will have

nothing to do is self-deluding and unrealistic.

It remains Zambia's strong conviction that only the Palestine Liberation

Organization can and should represent and defend the interests of the

Palestinian people in any negotiations truly aimed at finding a solution to the

Palestinian problem. Israeli opposition to the participation of the PLO, on

an equal basis with all other parties, in such negotiations only serves to

delay the day when all the parties to the conflict can deliberate meaningfully

together to break the impasse over Palestine and thus open the door for the

settlement of the Middle East conflict in all its other aspects.

Israel's claims that it desires to live in peace with all its neighbours

in the Middle East will remain unconvincing as long as it persists in its denial

of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and in its occupation of

Arab territories. Numerous other Israeli policies and practices belie such

claims and further demonstrate Israel's belligerence and intransigence.

The Israeli authorities have persisted in their policy of establishing

Jewish settlements in the occupied Arab territories. This settlements policy

is a euphemism for a modern form of colonialism. Under this scheme, which is

planned and executed by the authorities of ISTael itself, thousands of Jews have

established settlements in the occupied Arab territories.

In the process, land- both private and public - has been confiscated by

Israel and houses and other property have either been demolished, evacuated

or seized by force and its occupants exiled under duress.
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All these Israeli activities violate the fundamental principle of the

inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force. The Israeli

policy of colonization has been universally condemned and repeated calls for the

speedy evacuation of the occupied territories have been made by the United

roTations, but so far without success.

It is clear that Israel is also determined to change the status of

Jerusalem from being the world's seat of Christianity, Judaism and Islam.

JewiSh settlements ha"!!:! been established in and around what 'Tas the Arab

sector of Jerusalem. Religious freedom is curtailed and access to the Holy City

is restricted by the Israeli military authorities. In a defiant and

deliberately provocative move, the Prime Minister of Israel has now C1.ecided

to transfer his office to Jerusalem.

The rising tide of conflict in the occupied territories in recent

months must be viewed as a warning of a dangerous explosion in the area.

There have been a number of other serious developments perpetrated by Israel

that make peace in the I'ofiddle East all the more elusive. Two Arab mayors

and a Sharia judge were illegally expelled from the West Banlt in May of this year.

Shortly thereafter there were assassination attempts on the lives of the

mayors of Nablus, Ramallah and Al Bireh. Several other Arab nationals have

been killed as Israel seeks to consolidate its colonization of Palestin~.

Yet another related aspect of Israeli aggression and eA~ansionism is

the situation in Lebanon. By committing repeated acts of aggression against

Lebanon, Israel is also attempting to establish another area of occupation.

To do this, Israel has chosen to use the de facto forces under 1Iajor Haddad,

a man who is well kno.m for his treacherous activities.

Aside from extending the conflict, the attacks in southern Lebanon

have resulted in loss of life among personnel of the United Nations

Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). ~~ delegation finds those killings inexcusable.

We therefore reiterate our condemnation of Israel for those cowardly acts of

cold-blooded murder. of innocent international peace-makers.

At this emergency special session, my delegation .Till fully support any

and all measures designed to achieve the following:
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(a) Recognition and respect by Israel of the inalienable riBhts of the

Palestinian people to self-determination, including its right to establish

an independent and sovereien State of Palestine;

(b) Recognitioll by Israel of the reality of the Palestine Liber£'.tion

Organization (PLO) as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people which

alone has the right to negotiate on behalf of the Palestinians; and

(c) Commitment by Israel to unconditional withdraual from all occupied

Arab territories and, ,.dth immediate effect, putting an end to its illegal

settlements policy in the occupied territories, respecting the international

status of Jerusalem and scrupulously respecting the sovereignty and

territorial integrity of Lebanon by desisting from collusion with the

reactionary forces of Major Haddad.

In conclusion, I should like to commend my friend, Ambassador Falilou Kane,

Chairman of the COLwittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People, and the other members of' the Committee for the important \lork

they are doing. I urge them to continue to work tirelessly and imaginatively in

the kno\Tledge that the cause they serve ''Till inevitably triumph.

~~. PETROPOULOS (Greece): The importance of the question of Palestine

is reflected in the fact that a special session of the General Assembly

has been required to deal with it.

Indeed, the fact that the Palestinian question has remained outstanding for

the past tllirty-odd years has aroused the vorld conscience to the

need fo~ holding this session. The Palestinian question has now been outstanding

for so long that ,"e can no longer bypass it without disregarding the call of

history.

l'Te do not have to look in the darlt to find the solution to this problem.

The widespread acceptance of the principles on which the solution of the problem

should be based shows us the way. These principles are well established,

and I ldsh once more to add ~ delegation's voice in their support. A repetition

of these principles may sound monotonous, but, until no ear remains insensitive

to the Call, there can be no limit to voicing truths.
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The principles are: f'irs1i, the inadmissibility of' the acquisition of'

territory by force; secondly, the withdrawal by Israel from Arab lands occupied

since 1967, including East Jerusalem; thirdly, respect for the sovereignty,

territorial inteerity and independence of' every State in the area and of its

right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries; f'ourthly, recognition

of' the legitimate rights of' the Palestinian people, including the right to

self-determination and to the establishment of'their own independent Sta1ie.

'-Te should stress again 1ihat we see no ground f'or denying the brave

Palestinian people the righ1i to self'-determination, which is one of' the ba.sic

principles of' our Organization and has been applied consis1iently since the

Second World '·Tar.

Reducing the Palestinian problem to a problem of' ref'ugees is not realistic.

The Palestinians, like any other people in the world, have a right to

na1iional expression and no pretext can obscure that fact. ''le must all realize

that there can be no prospect of defusing the crisis in the Middle Eas1i as lone:

as the Palestinian people remain oppressed and are denied the right to

na1iional expression.

We further believe that as. continuance of the occupation of Arab territories

is an evil in itself', it leads to many others. Attemp1is at changing the

demographic composition of the West Bank through the establishment of' Israeli

settlemen1is are illegal and have been repeatedly condemned as such by the

United Nations.

We also strongly oppose the attempts by the Israeli Government to change

the status and character of' Jerusalem and we call on Israel to comply with the

recent resolutions of' 1ihe Security Council on 1ihe matter.

On 1ihis occasion we assert the right of' f'ree access f'or all adherents of

the three monotheistic faiths to their respec1i:ive places of 'Worship in Jerusalem,

a right which has been established and respected through the ages.

The Greek people, who understand the Arab people well f'or reasons of

geographical proximity and tradition, f'eel very clOse to the Palestinians in their

ordeal of' f'oreign occupation. And when "re speak of' terminating f'oareign occupation

in the Palestinian lands, we visualize the application of' that. principle to the

~hole Middle East area, including the Eastern Mediterranean, -"'here another peo'Ple

has been the victim of foreign occupation in recent years, an occupation which

persists, in disregard of' successive resolutions of' the United Nations.
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tfe subscribe also to the sovereignty and independence of every State in

the area and the right of each State to live in peace wichin secure and

recoGnized boundaries a because we believe that when the problem is dealt with

rights should be balanced with obliBations. However, we do not think that any

of those principles should be given priority over the others in such a way as

to be made a condition for the implementation of the whole set.

Greece favours all efforts for a negotiated settlement of the problem, as

long as they are inspired by the aforementioned principles and are aimed at a

comprehensive solution.

~Te finally believe that the search for a solution should be made with the

participation of all parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation

OrGanization (PLO). Indeed we believe that the support which the PLO enjoys

among the Palestinian people and the Arab countries is a basic element which

should be taken seriously into consideration in all negotiations aimed at

the solution of the Palestinian question.

The urgent awareness of the need for a solution of the Palestinian question

is well reflected in the declaration issued by the nine members of the

European Economic Communit.y (EEC) in Venice on 13 June of this year. Greece,

which is about to become the tenth member of the EEC, is gratified at the

special role l'lhich the member countries intend to play in the question of the

Middle East and welcomes the decision included in the Venice declaration

providing for members of the Community to hold contacts with all parties

concerned, in an effort tc determine the form an initiative on their part could

take.

The world conscience demands that we earnestly move towards a solution of the

Palestinian question and we address an appeal to all concerned to respond to

this call of urgency. This Assembly should now try to reduce the gap existing

between our speeches and our actions; between our dreams and our realizations,

so as to steer its course in the direction of understanding and co-operation,

for it is only in that spirit that we can hope for the solution of the problem.
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Mr. TRAORE (Mali) (interpretation from French): This se"'lenth emergency

special session of the General Assembly will almost definitely be one of peace

or of war for the item on our agenda entitled "Question of Palestine"

perhaps owing to the lack of imagination or political couraee in fact disr,uises

an anachronistic colonial phenomenon,the persistence and subsequent developments

of which dangerously disturb the harmony that we have been trying to establish

among States for decades.

The General Assembly has had the question of Palestine before it for more

than 30 years. In fact the glorious trials of the struE,e;le of the

Palestinians to preserve "their na"tural rights, "that is, simply to remain

Palestinians and "to safeguard "their traditions of honour and freedom, go

far back into history.

Palestine is not some"thing "that was thought up in a foreign ministry; nor

was it simply aeift offered 4nder the pressure of r-eo-political ~e~ands or as

penance for the dreadful events of the Second '''orld War. The Palestinians have

made their homeland "to reflec"t their o~m brilliant civilization. All "that "they

are asking for is to continue "that marvellous work that mankind should thank

them for.

But alas "these children C?f the Book, of wisdom and of courage are today

prisoners in their own land, if they have not been forced to leave it, as a result of

the manoeuvres of those who hold power today and the unacceptable

manifestations of Israeli colonial conquest.

The United Nations Charter broke new ground by recognizing that all peoples

have a right to freedom and self-determination. It advocated equity and jus"tice in

relations among States and men. It devoted long chapters to those very lofty aims

and provided for measures to fight injustice wh~rever it occurred and threatened

international peace and security.

Thus since the end of "the Second \-10rld War new Powers have ",ridened the

circle of the international community. The United Nations has paid the price of

blood to ensure ·~he triumph of freedom on all sides. National frontiers have

receded before the thirst of peoples to join together to build their common

destiny. The smouldering embers beneath the ashes of war have been doused, excep"t

in the case of Palestine, on which only a few drops of ,rater were sprinkled, even

though it became a raging inferno three times in one genera"tion.
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It vas to ensure that bombs vould not once again redden the skies over

Pu.lestine and the Hiddle East, that there would be no further assassinations or

torture~ that peace would be universal and not just the privilege of a handful of

States, the.t the Sixth Summit of the Non-Alicned and the Islamic Conference

called for the conveninB of this seventh emer6ency special session of the

General Assembly for an in~·depth discussion, in keeping with the rules of

democracy set forth in tee Charter, of the question of Palestine, because its

prot>er oolution will incleed determine our political future and satisi)r our

natural need for development.

This session of the General Asseiilbly Hill triumph if it is able to correct

once and for all at least t"TO of the l3erious :Jolitical errors that have caused

the Palestinian people to suf~er and are delayin~ or preventin~ the establislunent

o~ peace in the Middle East.

The first of those el4 rors has been to insult the Palestinians !:lost

:;rotesquely by dubbina them refugees and terrorists. That is a strange "Tay for

political thou3ht to express itself .in the case of States that rush

to convene hump.nitarian conferences to soften the fate of the Palestinians,

"ho are nevertheless considered to be just refugees in the land of their

ancel3tors. !l.nd those same States are opening "Tide all of their dral1ers and

their arsenals to the victims of·Nazism. They were entitled to return

to Cl. country of lihich, ho,Y-ever, they had a distorted picture because of intensive

propaGanda ~. MCl., indeed, many of those who did return tried very hurriedly to

leave it: because it certainlY ~,as not the Promised Land.

Palestinian resistance is older than the State of Israel. Lil~e Dlany peoples

that are resolved to safeguard their national identities, in their stru:-;-;le

the Palestinians are indeed an example to us. Their strugale is recor;nized by

the Charter' it is our responsibility to clori~r it and to support it.

The fundamental problem - that is, recoanition of the de facto situation

in Pale~tinc - is one of the nost crucial issues facin~ our OrGanization today.

It is incurment on us to find a solution as quickly as possible because

the situation in Palestine, far from moving tOlvards the beainn:i.:l"'·s of a solution,

is in fact deterioratina every day, constantly jeopardizin3 peace and security

not only in thD.t reGion but throughout the world.
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.Hore than ever before it is up to us .. indeed, this is imperative ­

objectively to analyse the problem~ 't'Thich is nothing but a political problem

because that is hO't'T it emerGed ",Then it uas created 30 years ago.

There is hardly any need for me to comment any further on the ori~ins of

the crisis, because the underlyinG causes are very well Imo't-m.

Since the General Assembly h~s not been nble to ~ns~rc i~plementation of its

resolutions on the establishment of some balance in Palestine in 30 years,

despite the continuinG deterioration of the situation in that part of the

'tTorld, a state of injustice has continued, and it has indeed taken a heavy toll

in the Middle East, and peace also has paid heavily for it. ~at injustice has

led to three uars, the last of uhich "'Tas almost fatal to manldnd as a uhole. The

Jews who live in Israel arc determined to put an end to that injustice because

they are very acutely a't-Tare of their future and kno't'T that it depends upon

coexistence among all the peoples of the region, includinB those driven out

by Isradi. troops and soldier.'!. He are clad that today an international

consensus appears to be emerginG in sup~ort of the le~itimate richts of the

Palestinian people.

In this connexion, 't-Te have tal~en good note of the Venice Declaration of

the cov~ltries of the Europ~nrl Economic CO~imunity and their recent decision to set up

a mission to explore the objective conditions for a return of peace to the ~liddl~

East.

Here and there, eve~JWhere throughout the ~rorld, voices of sanity are beinB

heard uarnine mankind against political adventurism, a~ainst the thirst for the

annexation of other peoples' lands, a~ainst the brutal methods of administration

of the Tel Aviv authorities. ~~ose voices can be heard co~in~ from Je~rlsh

conGresses and democratic organizations and ordinary people cvcrYl7hcre vho have

not fallen victim to the baneful propa~anda that is so cunninc:ly orchestratecl

and lThich focuses on what some capitals call the security of Israel but in fact

simply covers up expansionist designs and desires of ill reno~~.

Israel oues its crention to the indulBence of the. United Nations, and yet

it is now attackinG the fundaoental values which are the elory of our OrG~ni~~tion.

It has decided to go oGninst the current of the real situation in Palestine

~lthoug~ th~t situation i~ increasingly recognized by the international con~unity

as a whole.
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Confiscation of the Arab lands of Palestine for the benefit of Israeli

zealots'rhose reliGious faith is equal only to their appetite for land~ brutal

reprisals against the Arab mayors of Palestinej establishnent of nelr Jewish

settlements; the mad decision to mwte the Holy City of Jerusa~em the headquarters

for other conquests - all represent very serious defiance of our

OrGanization and the ~,iversal conscience.

The United Nations must live up to its Charter and preserve itself and

the peoples of the Hiddle East~ particularly the people of Palestine.

Our Or~anization wus rir,ht to recoGnize in 1974 the riGht of the Palestinian

people to self~·determino.tion. It was riGht to have involved in its ,-rork the only

representative of that people - its guide, the Palestine Liberation Organization,

1'rhich is the only authority that is able, along lTith the international community,

to savu Palestine from the holocaust that otherwise awaits it.

The restoration of peace to the Middle East involves not only the withdrawal

of Israeli troops from all occupied Arab territories but also, and above all, the

re-·esta.blishment of the national riehts of the Palestinian people.

That is the deeply felt conviction of the Government of the Republic of Hali.

That is "'~V we uere ~lad to have been chosen as a meIll.ber of the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which was set up in

1975. tmli stands shoulder to shoulder with the peoples that are struggling for

dignity. toTe give our full support to the Palestinian people in their just struggle

for national liberation, and in joining with other peoples in calline; for the

convening of this emergency special session we were convinced that the Assembly,

in close co~.operation with the Palestine Liberation OrGanization, would arrive

at a lasting over-all settlement of the artificially created crisis in Palestine.

The search for a comprehensive ,just and lasting peace in the HidcUe East

will be dooI!1ed to failure if the nyth persists that Israel's donination over

its neiC;hbours "rill continue indefinitely. Onr search for peace ,·Till tril.l1nph only

if we remain faithful to the connitnents we have entered into under the

Charter. The non·..acquisition of territory by force is one of those commitments,

and the national richts of the Palestinian people derive therefrom. They

include the right of those who have been uprooted to return to their hOBOS

anel recover their propert;)r: theil:' ri(~ht to self-dcterninat ion ,,71thout foreign

interference or trusteeship; and their ric;ht to create a sovereign State if that

is their desire.
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Only by the satisfaction of those minimal demands uill the return of

peace in the Ilidc1le 1:ast be fostered. That peace ~ in turn ~ ,·Till depend on

the settlement of the question of Palestine, in terms that go beyond the scope

of Security Council resolution 2h2 (19G7) of 22 Hovember 19G7.
Tlmt resolution must be amended as soon af: possible. Such an mnendment has

become inevitable because of events in the I:Iiddle East and must tal..e account

of the yrovisions of General Assembly resolution 33/28, Which states, inter alia:

;: ••• the validity of agreements purporting 'i:;o solve the problem of

Pales·tine requires that they be "Tithin the frame'Uork of the United Nations

and its Charter and its resolutions on the basis of the full a"Gtainment

and exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people~

includin3 the ri~ht of return ~~d the riGht to national inde~endence and

sovereignty in Palestine, and ,Tith the participation of the Palestine

Liberation Organization t.. (!,e~ti.2:1'1 33/28 .f'.~ra. ~.)

nlis seventh emergency special session has been convenec1 to take up the

question of Palestine in its entirety. That is demanded by the gravity of the

situation. An emergency special session required e~~ceptional resolutions.

The General Assembly has convened to save peace. I'G Llust do so ~ if

necessarJ in spite of Israel. The Palestinian people, through its representative,

has once again offered an olive branch. But let us reLlember those youne:; Girls

"Tho l'Tere machine'''e;unned llhile continuing to cry out ;;Palestine 11 • Let us

remember llhat nas said by the younG Yal~oub nalTani after days of hunGer strike J

as he was about to die:

,lIf I l'Teep as I tell you this ~ it is not because they uere able to

break me. I \Teep out of humiliation. 1i

Israel, the allies that support it ,-rithout reserve anc1 the fonnidable

means of repression available to it uere not able to breal~ a man about to die.

To continue humiliatius a people to which belon~s one such as Y~~oub DaU&li

would be, purely anu sinply, collective suicide.
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Liiss HErTOi! (Sinc;apore): The question of Palestine is one of the

'chorniest and mos'c in'cractable issues faced by the Unitecl lTa·c"'.ons since its

inception. '.l.'he Arab..lsraeli conflict has riven the iiicldle East ",ith

successive liars. In the June 1967 ,-rar Israel capturec1. the Hest Danl~ of the

Hiver JOl'clan, the Gaza Strip, the Colan IIeiGhts and East Jerusalem.

Follo,nnG the June 1967 liar the United dations Security Council~ on

22 ilovember 1967. passed the nOli fenlOUS resolution 242 (1967). '.l.~at

resolution and the later resolution 338 (1973) ,rere intended to estaulish

a frameworl~ for peace in the Hiddlel:ast. The Government of Sin~apore has

consistently expressed support for the two resolutions and we wish to

reiterate once aGain that a jus'c and coavrehensive political solution of the

Arab-Isl'aeli conflic'c iilUSt be based on the follolrillB: first ~ peaceful

ne:30'ciations by all the parties concernccl ~ secondly, the scrupulous observance

of the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by ,ral'~

tllirdly~ the withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from all occupied territories

to Israel's pre-1967 borders: fourthly~ the riGht of every State in the area to

liva in peace '-1ithin s.ecure ~ recognized and guaran'ceed boundaries ~ free from

threats or acts of force~ and fifthly., the recoi,;nition of the inalienable

ric;hts of the Palestinian people to self-determination uncI a homeland of their

oml.

~le necessary guarantees for such a cOmprehensive ~euce settle~lent should

be provided by the United Nations.

For t,-1O decades, from 1953 to 1973~ the United Hations treated the

Palestine issue as essentially a refu~ee problem. lIo,-rever, the turning point

cume in 1971~. "Then the United Nations General Assembly explicitly recognized

'chat the Palestinian people were entitled to self-dete:rmil1ation~national

independence and soverei3nty in accordance with the United Hations mlarter.

The righ·t; of the Palestinians to return to their homeland ~Jas also reaffinued.

DinGapore recoGnizes the inalienable ri13hts of the Palestinian people

to self··dete:rmin~.tion and a homeland. At the same time ~ i"t is also SinGapore's

position that Israel too has the S8llle riahts to exist as 0. State and that

that must be recoanized.
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Singapore vieus 'uith increasin~ alarm the "Tell-documented Israeli

volicies and practices in the occupied territories. There is enough

incontrovertible evidence to suaeest that Israel has tw~en measures and is

continuina to -cake measures "Thich ,·rill lead to chan3es in the ph~'sical

character and legal status~ the demographic composition) the Geo3raphical

nature; the institutional structure and status of the occupied territories.

Of particular concern is Israel's pOlicy of establishing Je"ish settlements

in the occupied territories. International lai1 is clear, and Sinzapore

stl.pports the vieiT that Jeuish settlements in the occupied Arab

territories are illezal and constitute a breach of the Geneva Convention..
l4elative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of Har. He

recard all such measures and actions taken by Israel in the territories

occupied since 1967 as having no legal validity. 'They constitute a

serious hindrance to efforts aimed at achievina a just and lastin~

peace in the Middle East. 'fTe urge Israel to reverse its settlement

policy in the occupied territories and to comply idth the provisions

of the Geneva Convention.
It is my delezation's hope that this session iTill contribute to a

just &ld lasting solution of a problem which has dominated the United Nations

since its inception &lU is a constant threat to international peace and

security.

Hr. YIGIT ('lurl~ey): Since the start of the thirty-fourth session

of the United i,rations General Assembly ~ we have i,ritnessed many events unfoldinG

one after another on the international scene which have necessitated the

holdinG of emerGency special sessions of the Assembly. In that connexion,

I should lil~e to reiterate the confidence of my deleGation in the leadership,

irlSc1.om and COil1Dlon sense i1hich the President has admirably demonstrated during

those sessions and i1hich will continue to Guide our deliberations at this session

on the question of Palestine.
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The Hiddle East has all'lays been a very important strategic area. wh~re

different interests have been in conflict. This being the General

setting~ it is not difficult to understand the added intricacy all-Tays

surrounding the problems of the region. Some recent developments have

aggravated the tension and instability already existing in the area, thus

causing the attention of the whole l-Torld to be focused even more intensely

on the Middle East. The question of Palestine has gained a nelT ureency

as a result of these developments and tensions in the region. The very

fact that the Security Council has almost constantly been seized of various

aspects of the Middle East conflict during the last feu months is evidence

of the need for increased efforts to bring about a comprehensive, just and

lasting solution to the Middle East conflict. It also explains uhy

Turkey supported the request for convening an emergency special Session

on the question of Palestine.

This question has been tal;:en up by our Organization as from the first

years of its foundation; but no headloTay has been made tOl"ards a solution

and this question has remained a source of constant sufferine for the

Palestinian people, l-Thich is awaiting justice, The Uiddle East conflict

has not been resolved because it has really never been taclaed uithin its

true context. The existence of the Palestinian people has been ignored

as a determining factor in the conflict. In future efforts and initiatives

this crucial aspect of the conflict will have to be taken into consideration

if we mean to bring about a ccmprehensive, just and lasting solution to

the conflict.

General Assembly resolution 3236 (XXIX) is of historic importance

in this regard. That resolution, while confirming the legitimate national

rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to establish its

own State, emphasizes, at the same time, that the Palestinian people is

one of the main parties directly concerned lorith the establishment of

a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Uiddle East. The General

Assembly, later on, further elaborated on this question and, by its

resolution 3375 (XXX), decided to invite the Palestine Liberation

Organization, as the sole representative of the Palestinian people,
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to participate in all effo...~~s relating to the lnddle East conflict on

an equal footing ",ith the other parties concerned. Turkey is among the

countries that supported these resolutions and it firmly believes that

there can be neither a meaningtul negotiation on the question of Palestine

nor a lasting solution ,dthout securing the participation of the PLO, the

sole representative of the Palestinian people, in such a process. The

Committee on the Exercise ot the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian

People, of which Turkey is a member, has played a useful part in

contributing to the increasing awareness and recogniticn of the legitimate

rights of the Palestinian people.

It is a source of satisfaction to my deleeation to have witnessecl,

especially over the last year, an increased awareness of the justif5.ed

cause of the Palestinian people in the l'1estern l1orld. In this connexion,

I would lilte to underline the European Economic Community Declaration

of 13 July on the Middle East conflict as an important step forlTard. He

hope the general trend progressing in the direction of reco8l1ition of the

national legitimate rights of the Palestinian people will brine; Israel to

adopt more realistic attitudes. Israel must change its approach

drastically if it is truly interested in the establislnnent of peace,

stability and et:curity in the region, because security for one people

cannot be obtained by denYine; the very right to existence of another

people. Recent examples of this Israeli attitude can be .found in the

insistent measures taken in the occupied territories to build new settlements,

expand existing ones, expropriate land, demolish houses, expel

inhabitants, including elected Palestinian officials, and in the legislative

steps to declare Jerusalem as Israel's eternal and undivided capital. I

"18Dt ~o recall, in this context, that the Turkish Government has severely

condemned that policy on several occasions, the last being on 25 July 1980.
To sum up, I should like to stress once again the follo"1ing points

uhich should guide all efforts to brine; peace, stability and security to

a.ll States in the area: the withdrawal of Israel from Arab territories,

including Jerusalem, occupied since 1961~ the recognition and realization of the

legitimate national rights of the PRlestinian people, inclUding the right to
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establish their own state; and the participation of the Palestine Liberation

Organization as the sole representative of Palestinian people in any peace

process, on an equal footing nith the other parties concerned.

Hr. KASInA (I<:enya): My delegation takes great pleasure in seeing

Ambassador Salim of Tanz'ania presiding over this emergency special session

of the General Assembly. He have no doubt that he nUl guide the

deliberations of this session as ably as he guided those of the thirty-fourth

3ession of the General Assembly.

This emergency special session on the question of Palestine is being

convened at the request of a large majority of the r.1embers of this Organization,

convinced that the provocative decisions and actions by the Government of

Israel against the Palestinian people threaten international peace and

security. For more than three decades, the United Nations has been seized

of the question of Palestine as the key element in any meaningful approach to

a comprehensive solution of the I,riddle East problem. The convening of this

session in itself underlines the importance and the urgency of this problem

to the world community.

For the last three decades, we have "Titnessed the miserable plight

of the Palestinian people, dispossessed, dispersed and uprooted from its

land, which is currently under Israeli mi1itary occupation. Although

humanitarian assistance has been given to this people in past years,

particularly the assistance that has been channelled through the United

Nations Relief and Horks Agency (UNRl1A.), the problem cannot be treated

purely as a humanitarian issue. It is a political issue and must be dealt

with in a political manner.

The threat to international peace and security coming from that area

derives from Israeli policies that have caused ~reat suffering in the lives

of the people of that region. Israeli policy towards the Palestinian

people' hinges on two wrong and false assumptions: first, that the

Palestinians as a people do not exist and, secondly that they have no

right to a homeland of 'their ow.
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Based on these wrong assumpt ions, the Government of Israel has

embarked 01\ a policy calculated to destroy the Palestinian entity.

The annexation of the occupied Arab territories and the subse'.'l~ent

establishment of Jeuish settJ.ements on them clearly demonstrate what the

Israeli Government intends by this policy. This carefully planned

policy of annexation of the occupied territories is being implemented

by expropriation of property, the establishment of settlements and the

introduction of Israeli Jewish civilians.
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This is the policy endorsed and followed by the Government and

leaders of Israel. This policy ~ we all Imo'VT, is contrary to the provisions of the

Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. The Government of Israel~ though an occupying

Power and as such bound by the international obliaations that it undertook to

respect as a party to it, is acting in a manner which utterly i~nores

those obligations.

The plight of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories is marked

almost daily by the constant occurr~nces of incidents that lead to injuries

and the loss of lives. Those incidents are the direct result of the long military

occupation endured by the civilian population for the last 13 years. At every

session of the General Assembly, the international community has been provided

with reports of Israeli practices in the occupied territories. Those reports

have provided proof of Israel's continued expansionism and aggression. The

recent report of the Security Council's Commission early this year confirmed

the existence of what was already known - a repressive and aggressive policy

of Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Events of

recent months clearly illustrate Israeli brutality in the occupied Arab territories.

The extreme measures taken against those Palestinians who are suspected of Voicing

a 'tTord of dissent, the deportation of mayors of several tOlms and the attempted

essassinntion of other'maycrs and civil. leaders serve as a vivid testimony

of the harshness of the Israeli military authorities. The sufferings of those

Palestinians in the occupied territories and of those who have been dispersed

to other places is, indeed~ the focus of this emergency special session of the
u

General Assembly.

~q delegation has on many occasiond during the deliberations of this

OrBanizaton made known its views on the question of the rights of the Palestinian

people. l'le have on many occasions stated that no lasting peace can be made until

the legitimate interests of the Palestinians are fully accommodated. The root

cause of the Middle East problem is the question of occupied Palestine and the

dispersed Palestinians. We have therefore stated that a peaceful solution can

be arrived at only if the interests of the Palestinians are taken into account.

Kenya has stated again and again that peace in the region can prevail

only if the following conditions are fulfilled: first~ the withdrawal of Israel

* The President returned to the Chair.
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from all the Arab lQ11ds it has continued to occupy since 1967. He are strongly

opposed to the acquisition of land by the use of force. It is indeed

regrettable that 'Israel continues to de£,y the resolutions of this Organization

with regard to the Arab territories it occupies. Secondly, the recognition of

the rights of the Palestinians as a people, inclUding their right to self­

determination and nationhood. Thirdly, in all negotiations that attempt to

solve the problem of the Middle East, the participation of the Palestinian people

on an equal footing with other parties. It is our vie"T that as long as the

Palestinians are denied their right to self-determination, the problem of the

Hiddle East will remain unsolved. To this end, therefore, the withdrawal of

Israel from those territories is. the most important condition for a peaceful

settlement of the problem.

We believe that the United Nations has an historical duty and responsibility

to render all necessary assistance to promote the economic development of the

Palestinian State. The overwhelming majority of States Members of this

Organization agree on the urgent need for the recognition and creation of an

independent Palestinian state. The Security Council, in its attempt to give

effect to the desire of the General Assembly to mal~e progress towards the

achievement of this goal, has only been frustrated by the use of the veto by

one of the permanent members of the Council. This is very, very regrettable.

This emergency special session must urge and inform the Government of Israel

in no uncertain terms to heed the following points: first, it must

reverse its policy of the settlement and annexation of Al'ab lands occupied

since 1967; secondly, it must withdraw from all Arab lands occupied since 1967,

including Jerusalem; and, thirdly, it must recognize the right of the people of

Palestine to exercise their freedom of self-determination and nationhood.

Nr. ADAN (Somalia): Mr. President, my (1ele~ation wishes ·co nssocia'te

itself with those who have already expressed their gratification at the fact

that you are presiding over this emergency special session of the General Assembly

on the question of Palestine. l'Tith your experience, patience and diplomatic

skill, you are well fitted to guide our proceedings in a manner which, I am

confident, will brins our debate to a satisfactory conclusion.
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The United Nations has on numerous occasions in the past attempted to

resolve the difficult problems of the Middle East and the question of Palestine,

in particular, through various means at its disposal. As is well known, those

attempts culminated in the setting up in 1975 of the Committee on the Exercise

of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

Following a lengthy study of the problem, the Committee made its

recommendations. Those recommendations were endorsed by the General Assembly on

24 November 1976 as the basis for a solution of the question of Palestine. The

majority of Security Council members in their turn voted. in favour of draft

resolutiQns approvinB the Committee's recommendations, as endorsed by the General

Assembly, on no less than four occasions. Bu'c to no aVEI.il, because the United States

chose to veto those draft resolutions. The Chairman of the Committee,

Ambassador Falilou Kane of Senegal, in his comprehensive report to this emergency

special session on Tuesd8$, 22 July, gave a clear account of the patient efforts

of the Committee to exhaust all possible avenues in order to persuade all the

parties to the Middle East problem to agree to the peace proposals put forward

by the Committee. He told us of the acceptance by the Chairman, albeit

reluctantly, to postpone time and again a decision by the Security Council at

the request of the United States in order to give it time to reflect as well as

an opportunity to reconsider its position. All this proved, however, to be of

no consequence in the face of the negative position taken by the United States

each time the Security Council was convened to take a decision on the basis

of the just recommendations of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Palestinian people.
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Faced lTith this untenable situation, the only other peaceful avenue open

to the Committee lTaS to request· the convening, under the "Unitin~ for Peace"

resolution, of this emergency special session to consider the matter. "In

fact, the inevitability of such action 'Was foreseen by the Sixth Summit

Conference of the Hon-Aligned Uovement, held in September last year. 'In

paraaraph 133 of the Political Declaration of that Conference it is stated,

inter alia, that

" •• ~ the Conference decided that an emergency special session of the

United nations General Assembly should be convened, should the Security

Council fail to act because of the lack of unanimity among the permanent

members of the COUllCil". (A/34/599, Political Declaration, para~ 133)

It is a matter for reGret that the Security Council, the principal organ

responsible for international peace and security, should have been prevented

fro~ discharging its duties by the use of the veto. 'Yet the recommendations

of the Committee are not so unreasonable as to mw~e them unacceptable to any

party favouring justice over tyranny, and peace over turmoil, tension and

instability. "The Committee rightly recognized that the Palestine question

lTas at the heart of the Hiddle East problem and that no solution ,,,hich did

not tw~e into account the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people could

be entertained. 'It also called for the participation on an equal footina of

the Palestine Liberation Organization, in its capacity as the sole representative

of the Palestinian people, in all deliberations and conferences held under

United lTations auspices on the Middle East question. "Horeover, it recommended

the return of Palestinian refugees to their homes and property and the

reaffirmation of their inherent right to self-determination, national

independence and sovereignty - all of which are cardinal principles of the

United lTations Charter. .

The Palestinian people enjoy the fullest support of the non-aligned group

of countries and the member States of the Organization of African Unity, of

the Islamic Conference and of the Arab League. '1\11 those organizations have

repeatedly and strongly reaffirmed the inalienable rights of the Palestinian

people. Those rights have been similarly affirmed by the United Nations in

Security Council resolution 242 (1967) and General 1\ssembly resolution

3236 (XXIX) •.
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For all those reasons the time has come for the United NatiDns to face

its responsibility under its Charter and to assist the Palestinian people to

return to their homeland, from "Thich they have been e~~cluded for more than

tbree decades. It is high time that the United Nations substituted active

iraplementation of its resolutions relating to the restoration of the rights

of the Palestinian people for the mere rhetorical reaffirmation of those

riahts, ''1hich has been our practice So far. 'It is imperative for the General

Asser.lbly to create the appropriate machinery for the purpose of implementing

the provisions of its decisions calling for the withdrawal of Israel from

Palestinian territory, including the Holy City of Jerusalem, and to help the

Palestinian people to reGain territories so vacat. L, in order to establish

their O'lD independent State in exercise of their sovereign rights. 'In all

this it is self-evident that the Palestinian people can be represented only

by thei~ chosen representatives. The Palestine Liberation Organization should,

therefore, be associated with this process, in addition to twting its riehtful

place in all international conferences and negotiations concerning Palestine.

He are fully alTare that the stumbling block to the attainment of the

aspirations of the people of Palestine is represented in the obstinate

refusal by Israel to join the international community in the quest for peace

,dth justice in the fuddle East. It is clear that i'Tith every constructive

resolution adopted by the General Assembly or by the Security Council, Israel

undertakes further actions consolidating its hold over the Uest Bank and Gaza.

Israel has in recent times intensified its policy of repression and

genocide against the Palestinian people. 'Wide-scale terrorism against the

defenceless civilian population has become commonplace. 'Palestinian property

is routinely expropriated. 'Palestinian leaders are SUbjected to deportation

and, even more brutally, to physical liquidation, smply because they refuse

to surrender the just aspirations of their people. 'Israel also has intensified

its annexation of Arab lands as well as the establishment of illegal JelTish

settlements in order to alter the physical character and demographic composition

of the territory of Palestine, under the pretext of hil3hly questionable

historical arauments. .
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To add insult to injury, a bill vas recently introduced in the Knesset

uhich seeks unilaterally to formalize Israeli occupation of the Holy City

of Jerusalem (Al-quds Al-Sharif) and to turn it into the capital of Israel,

in complete disregard of the city's special status, as established by the

United Nations, and of its deep religious and spiritual significance for the

follol1ers of Islam, Christianity and Judaism alike. 'This most recent arroaant

action by Israel so enraged the Islamic world that the Islamic Foreign

l''iinisters conference held in Islamabad last May resolved to arrange for the

convening of a series of Security Council meetings on the matter. 'The

decision of the Security Council is to be found in its resolution 476 (1980).

The Christian world has expressed similar disquiet at Israel's unilateral

attempt to change the international status of Jerusalem, as was recently

indicated by His Holiness the Pope. Israel's illegal steps to annex the

Holy City of Jerusalem are therefore unacceptable. '

Over the years, numerous resolutions on the Palestinian problem have

been adopted by the General Assembly and by the Security Council. 'These

constitute the necessary basis for any action which m~y be prescribed by

this emergency special session, the aim of which must be the restoration of

the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people ".nthout further del:i¥. 'There

is growing international recognition of those rights and of the necessity of

re-establishing a lasting and just peace in the Middle East and in Palestine.

Indeed, with the acceptance recently by the countries of the European Economic

ccrr.munity of the right of J~he Palestinian people to self-determination, there

is no,,-r near-unanimity among United Nations Member States as to the necessity

for a just settlement of the Palestinian problem on the basis of self­

determination. Only Israel, uith the unconditional support of the United

States, continues to defy the will of the international community. 'Because

of the political, military and financial support ,,-rhich the United States

continues to lavish on it, Israel is emboldened to persist in consolidating

its hold over the Arab and Palestinian lands and to set up an ever-increasing

number of illegal Jeuish settlements, ,,-rhich are but thinly disguised Jewi.sh

colonies created in ftllfilment of Israel's policy of destroying the national
identity of the Palestinian people in order to confront the world 't'r.i.th the

fait accompli of a Je't'r.i.sh Palestine. 'The United States cannot be una,,-rare that
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in upholdina Israel in its policies of reliaious fanaticism, it stands to

lose the gOOdldll and friendship of peace-lovina peoples everyirhere, and that

its uncritical support for Israel enhances the prospects of another

conflagration in 'the I'liddle East, ,.,hich miaht ",ell endanger interna'tional peace

and security.

It is our hope .that the United Sta'tes will rise above 'the constraints of

domestic political considerations and that it will see its uay to associating

itself "i'th the efforts of the bull~of liumani'ty, represented in 'this emeraency

special session, no't only to reaffirm 'the inalienable national rights of the

Palestinian people but to endorse measures ",hich are designed to brin~ about

the e~:el'cise of those rights. 'In our view, appropriate United IlJ'ations machinery

must be created to oversee: first, Israeli ,dthdra,ml from all Arab territories

occupied in 1967, including the tlest Bank and Gaza; secondly, Israeli ",ithdrawal

from the Holy City of Jerusalem; thirdly, the return of the Palestinian

refugees to their homes and property, and the payment of compensaticn to

those "'ho do not wish to return; and fourthly, the establishment of a sovereiBn

Palestinian State. "All those demands are per:fec'tly leai'timate in that they

are in accordance with the principles of the Uni'ted Nations Char'ter and the

resolu'i;ions of the Uni'ted ITations on Palestine. '

In conclusion, this emergency special session perhaps af:fords us the

las't chance not only to redress the injustices perpetrated against the

Palestinians over the past three decades, but also to avert another lTnr in the

lIiddle Eas't. 'llhen lTe recall hOlT perilously close the lTorld came to a third

lTorld liar durinB the 1973 conflict, there is no guarantee that an outbreal..

of hostilities in the future ,.,ould be confined to the Hiddle East alone. 'Those

nho today oppose the achievement of a just and lasting peace would therefore do

nell to 'think again. 'It is our hope that ,dser counsel ,oJill prevail and that

they will find it possible to join the overwhelming majority in this hall in

the search for an equitable solution to 'the Pales'tinian question, "Thich, after

all, is at the core of 'the I"Iiddle East problem. '

The PRESIDEnT: I nOlT call on 'the representative of Iraq to introduce

the draft resolution contained in doctWlent A/ES-7/L~2. '
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Mr. AL-ATIYYAH (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): It is a

pleasure for me to introduce draft resolution A/ES-7/L.2 on behalf of the

following States: Afghanistan, BanBladesh~ Cape Verde) Cuba, Irac.'., Jamaica,

Nicara/Zua, Qatar, Sudan, United Arab Emirates, Viet lTam, Yugoslavia and Zambia. {:.

This draft resolution commends and pays a tribute to the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for its efforts

and expresses great appreciation for the studies on the various aspects of the

question of Palestine published by the Special unit on Palestinian Rights of

the Secretariat under the guidance of the Committee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable Rights of th~_Palestinian People.

Doubtless, that Committee accomplished the major part of its task Hhen

it submitted its report (A/31/35) containinr,a programme of action concerning

the exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

!'TOl'T, four years later, ,-re can see that Israel is continuing its stubborn

opposition to the implementation of the recommendations contained in

A/31/35, which Here adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 31/20.

Consequently, operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution re~ests the

Committee to study thoroughly the reasons for the refusal of Israel to comply

,,,ith the relevant United Nations resolutions~ particularly General

Assembly resolution 31/20 of 24 November 1976, and the numerous resolutions

demanding the withdra"18.1 of Isru.el from the occupied Palestinian and other

Arab territories, inclucline; Jerusalem, anc"!. to submit the study to the

General Assembly. Operative paragraph 4 requests the COJOllittee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people to report on

the progress of its study to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session.

Operative paragraph 3 contains a decision to enlarge the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, thereby

confirming the importance of that Committee on the one hand, and of the ne,,,

tasks entrusted to it, on the other. Houever, in vie'-T of the fact that time

is short and that regional groups require time to study the candidacies and to

.:~ Mr. Tomasson (IcelandL Vice-President, took the Chair.
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consult ",ith the Chairman ot the Canmittee~ ue soould lilte to make the

following change in draft resolution A/FJ3-7/L.2: the wholeot operative

paragraph 3 should be deleted~ in the hope that "e would be given sufficient

time at the regular session to decide uhich additional members would be

appointed, after l1hich the General Assembly could adopt the necessary resolutions

adding these members to the Committee.
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~~. SHERIFIS (Cyprus): It is indeed a matter of r.ratification to see

Ambassador Salim presiding over the General Assembly during this emergency

special session, inasmuch as we have already had ample occasion to witness

and appreciate his qualities of leadership, experience and wisdom, and also

because he represents a country ,nth which my own maintains the closest ties

of friendship and common ideals.

I~ Government is among those which concurred in the convening of the

emergency special session requested by the Chairman of the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, of which Cyprus

is a member, faithful to a decision taken at the Sixth Non"~lif.ned Summit

last year which called

"for the convening of a special session ... in case the Security Council

fails to exercise its primary responsibility as a result of lack of

unanimity of the permanent members." (A/34/542, annex. p. 175)

My Government has recognized all along th~ historical, national and human

necessity for the Palestinian people to exercise its right to self­

determination and to achieve national independence and statehood. It has been

our position that there can be no comprehensive peace in the Middle East

without a just and viable solution of the problem of Palestine, which is at the

core of this grave international problem. We have consistently supported

the rights of the Palestinian people because of the principles involved and

also because of the similarities of its problem to our own. He call for

the implementation of the United Nations resolutions on Palestine, as indeed

we call for the implementation of the United Nations resolutions with regard

to our own problem.

ne understand the drama of the uprooted and their yearning to return

to their land. For too long we have witnessed untold SUffering involving

hundreds of thousands of innocent people as a result of the failure of the

world community to find just and lasting solutions by implementing the

resolutions adopted by this Assembly as well as by the Security Council.
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l'le regret and deplore the dispersal, displacement and dispossession of

the Palestinians and the denial of their inalienable rights to self­

determination and to establish their own independent sovereign State, and we

call for their right to return.

As stated repeatedly before this Assembly and as elaborated at the

thirty-fourth regular session, the position of my Government on the question

of Palestine is based on five principles: first, that the question of

Palestine is at the heart of the Middle East problem, thus constituting the

very core of this grave international problem; secondly, that any just and viable

comprehensive settlen:.ent of the problem must unequivocally reco{mize the inalienable

rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination, independence,

national sovereignty, and the rir:ht of the refugees to return to their homes and

properties; thirdly, that we recognize the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)

as the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. Thus, the

PLO's active role on the basis of equality is indispensable in all efforts,

deliberations and conferences on the Middle East.
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Fourthly, belligerency must come to an end. Furthermore, the

sovereignty, the territorial integrity and the political independence of every

State in the area must be reco~nized and respected. And so should be the

ripht of all States to live in peace ,rithin secure and reco~nized boundaries.

Fifthly, my delepation firmly believes in total respect for the

principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force.

Might does not make right, and we cannot condone the ongoing creation

of faits accomplis in the occupied Arab lands. The Israeli authorities

must cease their practices and ,rithdraw speedily and unconditionally

from all Arab territories occupied since June 1967. Furthermore, Israel

and the world must recognize the right of the Palestinian people to their

o~m State. It is impossible to have a solution without the establishment

of an independent and sovereien Palestinian State.

The draft resolution in document A/ES-7/L.l now under

consideration by the Assembly contains all five principles I have

just enumerated. My delegation has therefore co-sponsored it. The draft

resolution contains all the elements and provisions which, if acted upon,

may lead to a solution of the problem of Palestine and, indeed, of the

Middle East problem.

It is to be hoped that the draft resolution, "Then adopted, will not

meet the fate of a succession of others adopted earlier, despite whose

provisions the faits accomplis continued, such as the illegal settlements

in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and the Israeli Parliament's decision

to make the Holy City of Jerusalem the capital of the State in a purported

act of sovereignty. It is our view that these and similar acts are not

conducive to a solution of the Uiddle East problem or to peace in our area,

which, in our SUbmission, would be to the benefit of all the States and peoples

concerned in the area.

I should like to conclude by quoting from a statement by

President Kyprianou made when accepting, on 10 July 1980, the letters

of accreditation of the new representative of the Palestine Liberation

Organization in Cyprus.
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1I1 wish the Palestini~n.people speedy restoration of their

rights in conformity with the resolutions of the United Nations.

Our stand on the Palestinian issue is well known. He have repeatedly

declared that the Middle East problem cannot be solved by partial

agreements. And we have also declared that it is throu~h the final and fl4l

implementation of the United Nations resolutions that a lasting solution

can come about. l'le fully support the cause of the Palestinian people

for self-determination and their right to establish their own independent

State. I!

Mr. CABRAL (Guinea-Bissau) (interpretation from French): Once again

the Assembly is calling on the great competence and commitD~nt of the President

of the Assembly to guide the work of this emergency special session.

The international community~ basing itself on the highly satisfactory

results of the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, over ~Thich

he presided with such skill, is thus renewine its confidence in his ~nsdom FS

~Tell as in his sense of justice and equity and his fairness -

rare qualities in these times of uncertainty and crises and, doubtless,

indispensable conditions for the success of this seventh emergency special

session, convened on the welcome initiative of Senegal, which is the repository of

so many hopes.
The progress of mankind depends on peace, without which there can be no

survival. The existence of the United Nations meets this major objective,

Which reflects, in practice, our awareness of the need to have an instrument

available to preserve the world from destruction.

Throughout the thirty-five years since its inception the United Nations

has endeavoured to symbolize the hopes of the peoples of the world and to meet

their most legitimate aspirations.

The accession to independence of almost all the countries once subjected

to colonial domination ~nd their remarkable entry into the concert of free

nations attest to the Organization's faithfulness to the principles set forth

in its Charter just as it emphasizes the consistency of its efforts aimed at

promoting the independence of peoples.
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The convening of this emeraency special session, with which rrry country has

associated itself, therefore falls perfectly within th~ framework of the

principles I have just recalled, \·,hereas its urgency is the direct consequence

of the deterioration of the situation in the Middle East.

Everyone is in agreement in recognizing the persistence in this area

of a danger gravely jeopardizing international peace and stability as well

as the need for the whole international community to pool its efforts in order

to extinguish that hotbed of tension. Everyone knOl-TS - eYen the least

experienced among us - that correctly to uproot an evil once and for all,

its root must be attacked by dealing with the causes not the

symptcms.

It has always been said and repeated that the question of Palestine is at

the heart of the problem of the Middle East. Everyone knows the vital function of

that organ in the human body - especially in these dog-days - and we can thus,

without taxing our intellieence unduly, transpose this figurative concept

onto the actual facts of the problem in order to grasp its basic scope.

The denial by Israel of the inalienable right of the Palestinian people

to decide its O\fD future and to live in freedom and in conditions which

prorress in science and technology has made possible today has led to the

situation of which we are aware and engendered the unfortunate consequences

which we deplore.

The reg\'~ar bloody confrontations between Israelis and Palestinians,

the endless list of women, children and the elderly buried daily by bombs,

the train of massive destruction which characterize the conflict in the

~:Tiddle East, the al-mreness of the disaster impendinp; for m~.nkinl" if. this situation

is not speedily rectified ~nth a sense of justice and, finally, the pernicious

obstruction in the Security Council each time it considers the question

have led the overwhelming majority of States r1embers of our Organization to

support, not automatically but with a proper sense of responsibility, the

convening of this seventh emerp,ency special session.
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A few days ago mention ,,,as made here of poverty in order to s~, in

insulting and extreme terms, tha.t those who had called for the convening of

this session would have done better to deal with the economic

and other difficulties they were encountering in their own countries.

Of course, poverty does exist in most of the countries of the 1'10rld.

That is nothing new~ for this situation, like so many others, is, as we are

al"are, the result of several centuries of colonial presence, the irrefutable

result of the systematic and frenzied plunderin/3 of the wealth of these

countries by the imperialist Powers.

Have those who today boast of havin~ a full stomach - undoubtedly too ful~ ­

overlooked that their wealth has been accumulated on the backs of third-world

peoples, in 'death and in blood? Have those who are so arrorant as to insult the

poverty of others chosen to forget their umbilical link with the racist ~partheid

re~ime of South Africa, '''hich is contravening the decisions of our Organization

and flouting the most elementary rights reco~nized to every human being?

Of course, poverty "las once again- mentioned in order to create confusion. HOl.,ever,

care has been taken to pass over moral poverty, that imperialist cancer, which

affects certain Members of our Or~anization - and for good reason.

lThen the llorld today has outla,,,ed war and rejects the use of force,

every people has the right to live in freedom and to benefit from the conquests

of mankind.
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The pro13ress of science, by drawing continents closer together, has
merged the destinies of the peoples of the world and predptermines their future.

There is no. such thing as a people that is isolated, just as there are no

longer nn.v peoples sheltered from the turbulence that shakes the world and

affects mankind's march tmlards proc;ress.

The Palestinian people belongs to this world of peace and social justice

which we should like to build and which will only be viable if it belongs,

without discrimination, to all the peoples of the world and it it cOVers

all universal values in one enveloping embrace.

The Palestine Liberation Organization is a living and thus undeniable

fact. The PLO. by restoring its identity to the martyred Palestinian people,
symbolizes its hopes. It is its sole leritimate representative) because it :

is the sole real defender of its most legitimate rights. The PLO is the

manifestation of the will of the Palestinian people to live in freedom, just as

the pulse shows the beatine of the heart.

To ienore that fact or to try to turn one's back on it is absurd', to

try to convince people of the contrary is a spiritual aberration. Those who claim

that the. PLO is a terrorist organization are insUlting the truth, because the

"terrorism" they are talking about is nothing but a form of legitimate self-defence

against the Israeli forces of aggression and occupation.

Violence inevitably engena.ers violence. Its terrorist form, 't{hatever moral

judgement one may formulate regarding it - and that cannot be applied to one

party only - is nothing but one of the components of contemporary

conflicts.

Such was formerly the case of Jewish terrorism at the time of the British

mandate in Palestine. So why should we be moved by it today and shed crocodile

tears?

Wh,v then do we have this campaign against the PLO, why is there this attempt

to hide '-That shines in its brightness, ,.,hy insult peo'Ple' s

intelligence by trying to tell them ridiculous stories that are as fallacious

as they are useless?
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The international community, on the strength of the principles laid down

in the United Nations Charter and in response to the need to re-establish

the rights of the Palestinian people, has made itself heard very clearly from

the beginning of this session.

The eminent representatives who hav~ spoken here have not failed to emnhasize

the interest their people feel in the Palestinian question and to express

their desire to see that problem find a just and lasting solution. Their

support for the cause of the Palestinian people and its legitimate representative,

the PLO,is the demonstration of a universt..l conscience in revolt, the expression

of a unanimous will to put an end to a situation that has gone on for too

long, by correcting an error which is an offence to the human condition.

The justice-loving world supports the inalienable right of the Palestinian

poeple to self-determination and recognizes the need to achieve that aim as

soon as possible. Israel's allies, in veiled language of course, where

embarsssment and subtlety are mingled, have come round to that principle. The

Venice Declaration, although insufficient, is revealing enoubh in that r~spect.

I mentioned Israel's allies. I shall not talk about its enemies because

in our opinion there are none

vfuat we have is Israeli policy~ which is unacceptable because it is

contrary to the law, a policy of agr,ression and occupation that tramples over

the most elementary of the principles governing international relations, a will

to dominate, which, because it is destructive and inhuman, calls for the most

vigorous condemnation.

And if that condemnation is universal today, that is because in its

essence that condemnation expresses total and .final opposition to a fact that

is an offence to the human conscience; opposition to the policy of force is

always indispensable where common sense and balance should prevail in order

for understanding and peace to emerge.

Our opposition ~o the expansionist policy of Israel is not therefore

automatic as is so arrogantly claimed here. It is dictated to us by our sense

of justice and history. When we speak of history we refer to past events

which no one can recreate or falsify because they are too well-known to all.
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We have very deep respect for the victims of nazism and for the Jewish

people in particular. It is precisely because we respect that formerly

martyrized people that We call on it nml to shOlT .1ustice and respect for others

Thus it is serious and dane;erous to maintain a state of mind that contains

chauvinism and an unjustifiable scorn for others, to speak of persecution when

there is none, to accuse when there is no crime and finally to make

fallacious allegations to justify '-That is unjustifiable.

History has several times shown the inescapable character of struggles

for national liberation which allows us to state once again that nothing can

~revent the. victory of the Palestinian peonle. A people that revolts

to demand its rie;ht to life, ahrays '-Tins in the end whatever the sacrifices it

must m~te and however powerful the enemy it confronts.
That is because the fiRht for liberation finds its raison d'etre in justice

and its strength in the love of freedom, which no ,-reapon, hm,rever sonhisticated~

can destroy.

In occupied Palestine, the people will oppose and p,o on opposinp,

Israeli occupation and the policy of fait accompli.

And because each Palestinian carries in himself a determination that

only death can conquer, the struge;le will BO on until final victory.*

Force is the ene~ of wisdom which is essential to the establishment of peace.

The Israeli people, whom we respect, is aware of the fact that to ensure

its progress, there are much more certain ways than war and much more viable

methods that that of usurpation and plunder.

The Israeli people, as they have known deportation, povcr'(;y au<l hunger

and because they have only too much experience of the cri~es of racism, SllOU'~ npPOse

Israeli :ora.ctices in the occupied territories, practices ,'hich J by their

very repressive and cruel character revolt the human conscience.

The confiscation of Arab lands and the establishment of settlements 'rill not

consolidate the Israeli State or provide any greater guarantee of its security.

That practice, which violates the principles laid down in Security Council resolution

24~ (1967), the principle of the non-ac~uisition of territories by force especially,

worsens the situation and confirms the real intentions of Israel, whose acts are

dictated by a deliberate will to expand.

* The President returned to the Chair.
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The international community must prevent such acts, as it must make use of

every means at its disposal to compel Israel to withdraw from the territories it

has occupied since 1967.

Politics. even politicking. is certainly not everyone's choice. Religious

belief on the other hand has many adherents, to say nothing of the fact that it

nourishes mankind's spiritual and moral values. The millions of believers

throughout the world cannot remain indifferent to the decision of the Israeli

Government to make Jerusalem its capital. To tell the truth, they condemn that

decision and reject it unanimously with the same vigour that they reject sacrilege.

Israel there has set its foot on a perillous path. Its scorn for the faith

of millions of Christians and Moslems is more than a provocation, it is a real

affront to humanity.

Jerusalem is and must remain the meeting point of the three great monotheistic

religions of the world.

tfuen a people runs the risk of destruction because it is the victim of a

policy of aggression and injured by immoral machinations, it has the right to

defend itself and to make use of all the means at its disposal to preserve its

life.

Each son of that people then has the sacred duty to save the nation in peril

by rallying to the movement, organization or party that symbolizes its hopes and

restores its identity. The Palestinians have joined the PLO because it is the sole

organization that is capable of achieving their aims.

Every Palestinian patriot, as I have said, carries within him the unshakeable

determination to fight and to win. That determination and that force will lead

them, everywhere and at all times, to the search for what belongs to them and for

what has been taken away from them.

tfuen a people suffers it must be helped, especially when its sufferings

revolt the human conscience.
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The Palestinian people must be supported in its struggle ~ politically,

materially and t'inanciall.V. The international community, that has come out in

t'avour ot' Palestinian self-determination several times and

recognized its right to establish a homeland like the other peoples of the world,

must not remain bogr,ed down in resolutions but ~o,on to snecific acts,

taking as its inspiration the ent'orcement measures envisap,ed in the United

Na:tions Charter which open the wa:y to that end. And it is here, in the service

ot' that noble cause and not elsewhere, that the power or super-power of certain

States should make itself felt.

It has been rightly said that history will be the judge of our successes

and failures. I assume that we all ldsh to succeed and to have our place in the

glorious pages of history. The path of success is wide open. It is indicated to us

in the many relevent resolutions of the United Nations and in the recommendations

of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian

People, and 1·re are happy to hail the loyalty, availability and perseverance

of that Committee.

On behalf of my country and through the Committee's Chairman, our brother

lunbassador Kane of Senegal, I should like to address our thanks to its members

and express our thanks t'or the tireless efforts that they have always made to

restore'the le~itirnate right of the Palestinian neople.
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As I have said~ the path to success inevitably requires respect by Israel

for its international commitments~ it requires respect by Israel for the Charter

of the United Nations~ and in particular Article 25~ which cannot be derogated

from~ and to ''1hich every Member State is committed.

To be true and lasting~ peace in the Uiddle East requires a final and

definitive solution ~ one the.t does not leave out any concerned party ~ a solution

that recognizes the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sole legitimate

representative of the Palestinian people, the only orr,anization entitled

to spe~c~ decide and act in its name.

To be viable~ peace in the :1iddle East cannot be partial' it must be solidly

constructed, and it must take account of the configuration of the entire terrain

on which it stands.

Peace in the triddle East~ to which my country~ Guinea-Bissau, intends to

contribute together uith the rest of the international community~ must be based

on justice and the inherent ri~ht of each people to self-c1.etermination.

Peace in the Iiid~~e East will be global or it ~rill not be peace at all. It

cannot result from the will of just a few of the protagonists, especially if they

have agreed to pretend to be in agreement.

Peace in the Hiddle East '-Till be the ,·rork of all the peoples of the area

without discrimination~ an undertakinr, built on respect for the inalienable

ri[~ht of the Palestinian people to self-determination and the uill of the

peoples concerned to live together in harmony and concord.

It is in the construction of that peace that r~ country intends to

participate~ and I invite all Members to join with us.

~~. lCASEMSRI (Thailand): Mr. President~ my dele3ation is most gratified

to see you presiding over the seventh emer~ency special session of the General

Assembly, ''1hich has convened in accordance ~ritp a request of an over1·rhelming

majority of the United Nations J!1embership. t'-W deleGation is happy to be

associated ,dth the great majority of countries in the region that has long

been familiar 'tith the tra~ic plight of the Palestinian people in expressin~

our Brave concern at the anguish and sufferin~ of a people unjustly deprived

of its legitimate rights, especially its right to self-determination.
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~w delegation regrets that the Security Council has been unable to resolve

the crisis uhich mounts ",ith each passing day, thus threateninr, international

peace and security. This emergency special session is therefore an inevitable

means of focusing world attention on the mounting danger to 't'lorld peace. He

hope that it ",ill move us closer to a just and lasting solution to the Middle

East crisis, of which the question of Palestine is a central part.

Coming from a region of the 'tlorld which is confronted "'ith another issue

of major concern to international peace and security arising from an illegal

occupation by foreien forces and deprivation of a people's right to self··

determination, lily deleGation fully appreciates the anguish of the Palestinian

people. Not only must every effort be made to provide them 't-Tith urgent

hunlanitarian relief, but their legitimate and inalienable rights must be

restored to them forth'toTith, including their right to self..determination without

e~~ernal interference, their rie~t to national independence and sovereignty

and their right to return to their homes and property. At the same time as the

leGitimate riGhts of the Palestinian people are reCOGnized, inclUding the rieht

to statehood, the legitimate right of the State of Israel to exist ",ithin secure

and recognized borders must also be recognized.

On account of Israel's continued presence in the Arab territories occupied

since the 1967 "'ar, Israel must necessarily answer to the world for its actions

in those territories. It is a matter of regret that the record in this regard

is deplorable. Israel's unilateral acts pertaining to the occupied territories,

inclUding Jerusalem, in violation of Security Council resolution 242 (1967) have

further undermined the viability of that resolution to the detriment of any

prospects of peaceful settlement based on it. Consequently the major share

of responsibility for the erosion of such prospects must be laid at the doorstep

of Israel.

It is Thailand's position not to recognize Israel's annexation of

Jerusalem or its becoming Israel's capital. It also considers any change in

the demOGraphic status of the occupied territory, inclUding Jerusalem, as beine

contrary to United Nations resolutions and not in conformity with international

lau.
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tly delegation continues to believe that Security Cotmcil resolution 242 (1967)
provides the most tenable basis for a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

Consequently my deler,ation urges all parties concerned to desist frOVl any further

actions uhich uould jeopardize the chances for an effective and expeditious

implementation of that resolution. Horeover, other relevant United nations

resolutions with special regard to the question of Palestine must not be

ic;nored ,as they reflect the consistent trend and increasinr, ,·reic:ht of uorld

opinion. ~~ dele~ation therefore urges all parties concerned, particularly the

occupyinG Po,rer? to exercise the required restraint and statesmanship in order

to secure the sovereign existence of all States in the area'~ as "rell as the
attainment without delay by the Palestinian people of their legitimate and

inalienable rights, especially the ri~ht to determine their o,m future ,-rithout

eJ~ernal interference or coercion. It is also essential, as a means of

ensuring the free eJ~ercise of self,,·determination~ that all Isre.eli forces be

,·Tithcl.ra1m from the occupied territories and that the Palestine Liberation

Organization, which is recognized by the General Assembly as the sole

legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, be given the appropriate

role to uhich it is entitled.

n1e world has far too lon~ witnessed the plight of the Arab people,

including Palestinians, who have been uprooted by the continued foreiGn

occupation of their territories in violation of the fUndamental principle of

the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force. Such actions can

never be condoned by the international community, for otherwise there will be

no end to aggressions or armed interventions ~ and mankind ,.fill always find itself

on the brinlt of catastrophe. Furthermore it has become evident that pent. ·up

frustrations breed violence, which in turn begets violence.

In a world of interdependence, the explosive situation in the Middle East

threatens the· safety and llell··being of the rest of the world. Hith the present

dilemma of more entrenched attitUdes, the prospects for a comprehensive

settlement of the conflict are not clear, and the most desirable approach is

recedinG beyond our grasp with each passin~ day. Is the road now approachinG the

point of no return, or a turning· ·point? Can the present session lead us

inexorably towards a cataclysm, or can it lead us back from the precipice?
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Those are the relevant questions facine all of us. Uhile "Te are alTare of

the dancers, my delee;ation hopes that we are also conscious of the danger of

allolTine other Palestines to exist and develop in .other parts of the '\oTorld.

Therefore we must endeavour ,-Tith rene"Ted determination to uphold the purposes

and principles of the United Nations Charter, to effect the withdra"Tal of Israeli

forces from the Arab territories occupied since 1967, includin13 Jerusalem;

and to ensure for the Palestinian people the exercise of their rights, especially

the right to self-determination, ,-Tithout further delay.
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The PRBSID::!:NT: I shall now call on those representatives \1ho have

asked to be allowed to speak in exercise of the ripht of reply.

i\1r. BLUM (Israel): There are tl'TO sides to the Arab-Israel conflict.

In this debate the Assembly has been treated almost exclusively to one

side of the conflict. i'.iembers are fully auare of the imbalance ~ the falsities

and the fabrications l'Thich have been parroted here !ld infinitum~ as if the

ritual of their endless repetition would somehow sanctify them and give them

a ring of truth.

~be limits inlposed on the proper exercise of the riGht of reply preclude my

respondinG to all the distortions of fact, history .o.nd lal" that have been

peddled here - and to be frank I am not sure lihat point a detailed rebuttal

l'Tould have as regards many S>cates represented in this Assembly ~ l'Thich have

1011e; closed their ears and min" I to rational arGument and dialogue. I lTould

refer those who still have open minds to the considered treatment and repudiation

of many of the workinc; assmuptions and concepts apparently guiding the Assembly

by a leadinc; contemporary authori"y I ?rofessor Julius Stone, presented in

the annex to my letter of 3 July 19GO to the Secretary-General~A/35/3l6­

s/14045.

All of us also know that serious peace talks are Boing on elsewhere.

It is to those who are genuinely concerned for the peace process and involved

in it that I ldsh to address my reply.

Consequently, I should like to note with satisfaction the reaffirmation

of J?GYpt's commitment to the peace process made in the address by the

l!inister of State for Foreign Affairs of Egypt last Frit'l.ay. Israel shares

that commitment. HOliever, there l'Tere certain points in his reMarks to "ThiCh

lie must talce exception.

Since its establishment in 1948, Israel has sought ~eace with all its

neighbours. For three decades, the entire Arab world refused to recognize

Israel's e,dstence, not to mention its right to exist. In keepinc; liith that

attitude, Arab countries staged four "Tars against Israel l.fith the express

purpose of destroying it. As soon as ~'pt accepted Israel's offer to sit

dOlm and negotiate, peace betueen our t110 countries became a re~: I.icy. It is

only the refusal of the other Arab States to sit dOlm and negotiate lTith

Isra.el tha.t prevents the attainment of a comprehensive peace in our region.
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I C&lnot let pass the accusation that Israel is reneGinG on the

obligations ~nlich it undertook under the Caup David framework eccords.

The CaB]? David fra~eworks are firully based on Security Council resolution

242 (1967). ~~at resolution is the only acreed basis for peace-mw~inG in

the l1i<ldle East. As is "rell lmo~m~ it speaks of Israel' s ri~ht to secure

boundaries and thus excludes the restoration of the territorial situation

.. , that existed prior to the June Har of 1967.

It will also be recalled that all attempts nade in the Security Co~,cil

at the time to phrase resolution 242 (1967) in a manner that mie;ht have called

for Israel's return to the pre~1967 lines uere defeated.

The Camp David frameworks for peace in the r.liddle East address themselves

squarely to the question of the Palestinian Arabs. They see the solution of

this question in terffiS of full autonomy for the Arab residents of Ju<1ea,

Samaria an<1 the Gaza District, to be expressed through a sclf··governinc;

administrative council, durinG a transitional period of five years) until

an a[5reement on the final status of thooe areas is reached. Nowhere do

those fr.'ltle"rorks speak of a Palestinian e.uthority endowed ,·rith legislative,

executive and judicial pOl'rers.

The frameworks do not envisaGe the establishment of a second Arab State

on the territory of the former Paleotine l1andate, in addition to Jortlan. They

provide that the final status of the areas concerne<1 uill be determined in

a peace treaty :~etween Israel and Jordan;: by the end of the transitional

period.

There is nothing in the Camp David frameworks l'nlich precludes the

Jewish presence in Judea, S~laria and the Gaza District. ~le establislrraent

of Jewish villal3es in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District is in conforoity

with international la,r, and since our position has frequently been stated in

various orGans of. the United Nations, I see no reason to repeat it here.

I.Ioreover, the Peace Treaty ,·rith EGYPt in no lTay relieved Israel of the

Grave threat to its security from the north and east. The P~ab rejectionist

States have mobilized on the so··called "Eastern Fron'c ,; a lilassive array of

lTeapon~r and firepower. They also see in Judea, Swuaria and the Gaza District
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ir.J.portant bridgeheads throUE~h l'Thich they might take ~.cts of hostility ~

terror and subversion to the very outskirts of Jerusalem~ Tel Aviv fild every

other to\m and city in Israel. In these circumstances~ Israel has not only

the right but also a duty and an obliGation to strengthen its presence in the

areas concerned.

BY mutual agreement~ Jerusalem was not mentioned in the Camp David

framework accords. To read such a reference into the accords runs counter to

their letter and spirit. Israel's position on Jerusalem is well known and a

matter of public record. It lTas reaffin~ed in a letter of 17 September 1978
from the Prime Iviinister of Israel to the President of the United States. That

letter "Tas annexed to the Camp David framework accords of the same date, and

it read as fo~lows:

"I have the honour to inform you, Hr. President, that on

27 June 1967, Israel's Parliament (the ICnesset) proLlulGated anu adopted

a law to the effect: I The Government is empol'Tered by a decree to apply

the lau, the jurisdiction o.nd administration of the State to any part

of Bretz Israel (Land of Israel-.Palestine) as stated in that decree'.

"On the basis of this lau ~ the Government of Israel decreed in

July 1967 that Jerusalem is one city" indivisible, the capital of the

State of Israel.;I

Israel has acted and will act in confonnity with the position stated in

that letter.

The Croup David frameworks are only the first step towards a comprehensive

peace. But demonstrable progress has been made. A peace treaty and the

normalization of relations between two former enemies cannot be simply derided~

let alone be repudiated. With regard to other regions and other international

issues, the General Assembly has welcomed many initial steps~ primary agreements

and partial prOBress in political and other spheres.

But in the present case, "Then tuo sovereign States have demonstrated

their resolve to solve a chronic conflict, the enemies of peace in the Middle

East have turned the United Nations acainst its very raison d1etre, the

prevention of war and the promotion of peace.
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It is essentia.l ~ therefore ~ that those of us who are committed to

maldng peace should not lend a hand to the political lrarfare beilla waged

in °chis Assell1bly and should stand united and firm behind the first

constructive approach to peace in our region which has emeraed for over

30 years.
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Mr. GRALI {~~'Pt )(interpretation from French): I listenec. most- - -
attentively to the reply of' the Israeli representative, I do not vish

to revert to the arguments already a.dduced in my earlier stateJ!.\ent~ I

scould simply like to state with concern bhe fact that the Government of

Israel has understood nothing end apparently has not heard the condemnation

pronounced by the international community concerning itf> policy on the

Hest Bank, in Gaza and in ..Terusalem.

For hours upon hours, representatives comins from every corner of

the earth - l-Torth.. South, East and Hest .. have condemned Israel's illegal

actions en ·the Hest Bank, in Gaza and in Jerusalem: they have condemned

its violation of human rights; they have condemned its negative attitude.

Do not the Israeli authorities realize that by their actions they

:\re Jeopardizing peace and security in the Middle East? Can they not

understand that they are going to doom to failure a unique initiative

to restore peace - peace 'mich is so dear to us and for lThich,.,e have

been striving so arduously? Do they not understand ~: i;,I~ Jerusalem is the

capital of' Islam and Christianity just as much as it is the capital of

JudaisLl, and that they have no right to annex or to sebe that Holy

City?

The Isra.eli representative, in exercise of the righ-c of' reply,

referred J;"o Hr. Begin's letter to President Carter durinr, the Camp

David negotiations. Hhy has that representative ignored President Sadat f s

letter to President Carter concernin~ Jerusalem? llhy has he ignored

President Carter's reply recalling the position of the United States ..

a position which is in consonance with the Arab position and with the

position that has been supported here by the community of' nations?

'.

..
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That statement of the Israeli representative, after five da.vs

of speeches, must leave this Assembly feeling quite concerned and

with the determination to redouble its efforts to preserve !1eace

and security, uhich are imperilled in the Hiddle East. lJhat he is

proposing is a dialogue of the deaf, while the historic initiative

undertal~en by President Sadat called for a dialoBUe bet~reen men of

8004 vill - men of peace.

In exercise of the right of rePlY, as as in his earlier

statement, he has pursued a monologue ,·rhich the camnunity of nations

refuses to listen to because it no longer convinces anyone, not even

among his ~..m peo:!;)le, who reject Israeli eX'P8nsionism and call for

peace, ~rhich the Israeli C"Overnment is unable to offer them because of

it behaviour.

I reiterate my appeal to the Israeli people and to the Palestinian

people to embark upon true dialogue - one bet,·reen brothers that ,.rill

take into consideration the aspirations of the community of nations

and the 6enerous ideas that have been expounded at this emergency

special session of the United Nations.



"

Ur. AL-ZAHAHI (Iraq): This Assembly seeIllS to be ,·litnessing

a strange spectacle indeed. strange as it may be, ho,·rever, it is still

ra.ther enlightening: it shows us all, and it shows the ",orld, "Thy this

Assembly had to hold this emergency special session.

No,." ,.,e have heard two of the parties to the Camp David accords in

obvious basic disagreement with each other and lV'ith each other's

interpretation of those accords. And yet the Zionists still maintain that

they are the "Tay to peace and that the l'Torldshould for~et about the

Palestinian problem and not impede what they call this Itprogressll touards

l)eace.

The Zionist representative L.a.s referred in his statement just now to

a so-called study that he had presented to the General Assembly, contained

in document A/35/316, which supposedly refuted what the Arab side or

"That experts had been saying about the truth of the question of Palestine.

Time does not allo'f me to refer to that document in detail, but I should like

to :point to one paragraph only, as an example of the t:veracityll lThich is

mentioned by the Zionist representative.

Paragraph 41, for instance, claims that Israel does not derive its legal

existence from the Partition resolution of the ~eneral Assemblv. It goes on

to say that the admission of the Zionist state to membership of the United

Hations similarlY"Tas not predicatet'o on the Partition resolution. ~TOH,

the application of Isr.ael for member.ship of this Organization ",as approved

by resolution 273 (III), of 11 Hay 1949. The preamble to that resolution

'rhich made it possible for Israel to be accepted reads, in part, as follows:

"Recalling its resolutions of 29 November 1947 and 11 December 1948

and taking note of the declarations and explanations made by the

representative of the Government of Israel before the ~2£.

Political Committee in respect of the implementation of the

said resolutions,

"The General Assembly,

Upljcf

...
"Decides to admit

and so forth and so on.

...
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NOlr, those t,ro resolutions referred to - the Partition resolution,

181 (11), of 29 Uovember 1947; and the other, on the repatriation of

refugees, resolution 194 (Ill), of 11 December 1948 - established the

conditions in "rhich the State of Israel uas admitted to membership of

this Organization. Of course, that was only a sham: as soon as Israel

,ms admitted, it l'epudiated its undertaking. This was best stated

by the Zionists in the Israeli Yearbook of 1950, at pages 140-142, from

which I quote the following:

"Some members of the United Nations wished at this opportunity

to test Israel's intentions ,'1ith regard to the refuBee, boundaries

and Jerusalem. issues before approvine its application for admission.

In a "ray, Israel's atthude at the Lausanne talks aided its

delegation at Lalte Success in its endeavour to obtain the

majority req.uired for admission. The clarification of its

position at Lal;:e Success end its declaration convinced the

greater majority of representatives in the United l'Tations that

Israel uas truly seelting peace and had the right to a place in the

United itations."
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This is but an example of the mendacity practised by the Zionists in order to

mislead the international community and make believe that they are really seeking

peace.

He said that Israel had sought peace with its neighbours for a number of y~ars.

Uhen "7as this, in fact? Has it at the Lausanne talks just referred to, which the

Arab States ~greed to and Israel reneged on? Uas it the Jarring mission, which

some Arab States aGreed to and which Israel refused to accept? Was it the

Rogers plan, which certain Arab countries accepted and Israel refused? Israel

accepted the Camp David framework only because it was a surrender to Israeli

demands exactly as they have been mentioned here - Jerusalem was not mentioned

and Israel had the right to settle in and to annex the lvest Banlt and Gaza Strip.

This is exactly the reason why, after all these years, Israel agreed to sit

down with Egypt; it was because the so-called framework for peace was a

capitulation to the Zionists' demands.

Resolution 242 (1967) is often mentioned now as the only basis for an

agreed solution of the problem, but that resolution, as we all now know, does

not address itself to the question of Palestine and does not refer to the rights

of the Palestinian people. It seeks, perhaps, to settle the conflict between Israel

and some of the neighbouring States around Palestine. The Camp David framelrork

for peace was highly selective in its: treatment of resolution 242 (1967). It

emphasized the rights of all States in the area to exist within secure and

recognized boundaries, but it neglected to mention the inadmissibility of the

acquisition of territory by force and it neglected to mention the withdrawal of

all forces from the occupied Arab territories.

And then he spoke of a transitional period after which the Palestinian people

would have a right to take some part in their future. But that transitional

period is, as we all see, being utilized to further consolidate the occupation

of the territory and to annex it.

Finally, the representative of the Zionists has called upon all who wish

to make peace not to lend a hand to the political warfare here. His appeal,

in fact, boils down to a call to lend a hand to the Zionist annexation of the

whole of Palestine, including the city of Jerusalem; that the world community

should accept this Zionist diktat and surrender to the fait accc~pli.
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Mr. BLID-1 (Israel): The Minister of state for Foreign Affairs of Egypt

has repeatedly called for a dialogue. Israel seconds that call. We have token

note of the remarks of the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Egypt, and

I trust that he has taken due and careful note of what I have said.

The Iraqi representative's attempt to meddle in the peace process in the

Middle East is, to sa;y the least, pathetic in the light of his country's sad

record since 1948 and its stubborn refusal to date to accept Security Council

resolution 242 (1967).

A number of attempts have been made here over the past week,.including that

made a few moments ago by the representative of Iraq, to invoke General Assembly

resolution 181 (II) of 29 November 1947. The aim is not only to try to justify

present-da;y positions, but also to make a belated claim to the legal benefits

deriving from the resolution in question.

Those who have so recently become enamoured with that resolution proceed

on the assumption that after 33 years memories have dimmed, both as regards the

historical circumstances of the resolution and the reactions of the Arabs to

the resolution after its adoption. They wilfully ignore the fact that as a

result of those reactions that resolution was overtaken by the events of 1947-48

and effectively aborted by the Arabs at that time.

The fact is that all the States members of the Arab League, including Iraq,

in 1947 categorically rejected General Assembly resolution 181 (II). Those

States formally reserved th.eir complete freedom of action and then set out to

destroy that resolution by the illegal use of force from the moment of its adoption.

On 5 March 1948, on 1 April 1948 and again on 17 April 1948, the Security Council

appealed for an end to the acts of violence in Palestine. The Arabs, within and

without Palestine, openly defied those resolutions.

With the termination of the British Mandate over Palestine on 14 Ma;y 1948,

the armies of seven Arab States illegally crossed the international boundaries

of Mandated Palestine in clear violation of the Charter of the United Nations

and in breach of ge~'1eral international law. Thereafter, the Arab States

refused to comply with subsequent cease-fire resolutions and appeals of the

Security Council and the United Nations Mediator. In the face of this unabating

Arab defiance, the Security Council, in its resolution 54 (1948) of 15 July 1948,
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taking into consideration that Israel expressed its readiness to prolong the

truce and that

"the States members of the Arab League have rej ected successive appeals

of the United Nations Mediator, and of the Security Council in its

resolution 53 (1948) of 7 July 1948",

determined that the situation constituted a threat to international peace within

the meaning of Article 39 of the Charter of the United Nations, ordered the

Governments and authorities concerned to desist from further military action

and declared that failure to comply would require iF~ediate consideration by

the Security Council

"with a view to such further action under Chapter VII of the Charter as

m~ be decided upon by the Council ll
•

None the less, Arab violence against the fledgling State of Israel persisted.

lihile this aggression was successful in destroying General Assembly resolution

181 (II), it failed in its other avowed purpose, namely, that of crushing the

Jewish State. The fact that the Arab States failed in their armed aggression

aimed at destroying Israel does not legitimize their violation of international

law. At the same time, that armed aggression precludes their invoking in

any form the benefits of a General Assembly resolution which they both rejected

and destroyed by force of arms.

The United Nations documentation of these historical events i!J unequivocal,

and it was laid out in the annex to my letter of 12 December 1978 to the Secretary­

General circulated as document A/33/488-S/12966. But the essential point

remains irrefutable: the Arabs cannot claim any legal entitlements under that

resolution after their lawless resort to violence against it. Any suggestion

that they can is completely untenable, not to s~ repugnant to eleltentary

considerations of justice, equity and good faith.

The flower of Israel's youth laid down their lives to defeat Arab aggression

in 1947 and 1948. It was that heroic sa.crifice, and not aborted resolutions of

the United Na"liions General Assembly, which brought the State of Israel into

existence.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of the Palestine

Liberation Organization, who wishes to make a statement in reply.
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Mr. AQL (Palestine Liberation Organization): That was a most

enlightening statement made by the Israeli representative. The timing could not

have been better, as we are meeting in this emergency special session to discuss

how the inalienable rights of the people of Palestine, alreadY recognized and

reaffirmed by this body, can be exercised by them and the fact that there is in

our part of the world a perilous- and serious situation because of Israel's

arro6ance and intransigence. As we are in session, the Israeli representative

has both the audacity and the tenacity to speak about peace and to refer to

the Camp David accords as a framework for peace, while in the same breath

he depicts the Camp David accords as a framework for pe&ce, explicitly and

clearly stating that there is nothing in the Camp David accords that excludes

Jerusalem - in other words, that Israel is entitled to have Jerusalem as its

eternal capital, according to Menachem Begin's expression.

o



Bf:r/clc/nh A/ES-7!PV.10
126

(Mr. Asl, Palestine Liberation
Organization)

The Israeli representative also reiterates the view that there is nothing

in the Camp David accords - that framework for peace - which prevents Israel

from maintaining a permanent presence in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Indeed, these settlements have, by an astonishing dispensation of fate - and

by his semantic acrobatics - acquired a new name: villages.

The settlements have been the subject of discussion in the Security Council.

The Council has condemned the establishment of Israeli settlements. Yet the

Israeli representative now calls them "villages". He sees nothing in

international law or in the Camp David accords that prevents the Israelis from

establishing further settlements in the occupied territories.

Therefore, the Camp David accords, which are supposed to be a framework

for peace, entitle Israel to keep Jerusalem as its eternal capital, to establish

further settlements in the occupied territories, and not only to maintain a

permanent presence in the West Bank and Gaza - which they refer to as Samaria

and Judaea - but even to strengthen and bolster that Israeli presence,

against the wish of the international community.

Israeli settlements have been condemned by the Security Council. Israel's

behaviour in regard to Jerusalem has been condemned. The Security Council has

on more than one occasion asked Israel to rescind all its measures in the city

of Jerusalem. And yet in an official statement in this emergency special

session convened to discuss the inalienable rights of the people of Palestine,

the Israeli representative tells us that .Jerusalem is theirs, that there are

going to be further settlements and that they are not violating any codes of

international behaviour. They are going to maintain and even enlarge their

presence in the West Bank and Gaza.

And yet the Israeli representative refers to the Camp David llccords as a

framework for peace. Oh peace, how many crimes have been committed in thy

name.
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Mr. AL_ZAHAWI (Iraq): If my delegation refers to General

Assembly resolution 181 (11) and Security Council resolution 242 (1967),

it is not because Iraq is now reaQy to recognize those resolutions. No; from
the very beginning we pointed out that they were unjust and unbalanced,

and even illegal. We have referred to the resolutions now only ~or the

benefit of those who still believe that the State of Israel t which accepted

the resolutions, is abiding by them.

We wiSh to point out that, as the statement by the representative of

the Zionists clearly demonstrates, Israel in fact rejects these resolutions

and does not consider itself bound by their provisions. We have pointed out

from the very beginning that the Zionist acceptance of the resolutions was

but a sham, a political ploy. Unfortunately, time has shown how correct
our interpretation was. We were aware from the very beginning what the

Zionists wanted. We were aware from the very beginning of their greed for

all of Palestine. They never were satisfied with the partition. They

never were satisfied with Jerusalem's being a corpus separatum.

The Biltmore Programme declared in 1942 what the Zionists had in mind.

In 1943, General Patrick Hurley, aware of the Biltmore Programme, and after

consulting with the Zionist leaders, reported the following to

President Roosevelt:

liThe Zionist Organization in Palestine has indicated its commitment

to an enlarged prog:.,'amme for: (1) a sovereign Jewish State which would

embrace Palestine and probably eventually Transjordan; (2) an eventual

transfer of the Arab population from Palestine to Iraq; (3) Jewish

leadership for the whole Middle East in the fields of economic

development and control".

That quotation is taken from a United States Department of State document,

"Foreign Relations of the United States: Near East and Africa",

Washington D.C., 1964, volume IV, pages 776 and 777.

I believe that the world has come to see for itsel.f the accuracy of

what the Arabs have been saying for the past 30 years. No amount of

misstatement, falsification or blatant lying can alter the truth as the

whole world now sees it.
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Mr. GliALI (Egypt) (interpretation from French) : I should like

to exercise my right of reply once again in order to state to the representative

of Israel - who has told us that he accepts a dialogue - that only if

his Government recognizes the Palestinian nation, recognizes the Palestinian

people's right to self-determination, will it be possible to engage in a

dialogue. In other words, it is with the Palestinian peopl,e that the

Government of Israel must engage in a dialogue. My country has' no mandate

to speak on behalf of the Palestinians. No Arab State can claim to speak

on behalf of the'Palestinian people.

So I should like to say this once again to the representative of

Israel: Address yourselves to the Palestinian people if you wish

to have a true dialogue. Take the international consensus into account

if you wish this dialogue to have its true scope.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the Permanent Observer of the

League of ...~rab S1,ates, who wishes to make a statement in reply.



Mr. I>UU(SOUD (League of Arab States): It is a matter of grave concern

that ~~t this moment, when the world community is asking Israel to withdra,01

from the occupied Arab territories, to restore Jerusalem to its rightful

inhabitants, to cease its.violations of the rights of the Palestinian people,

at this moment 'when we are debating the means by which the Palestinian people

may be allowed to exercise their inalienable rights, we find the Israeli

representative seeking to filibuster, to deflect the debate from its proper

focus, to introduce irrelevant elements, and making the usual dosmatic,

ex cathedra assertions about Jerusalem. We find the Israeli representative _

as the Permanent Observer ef the Palestine Liberation Organization just

stated - calling the illegal colonial settlements "ville.E:~s", in preparation

for softening up, in a logistical manner, the West Bank and Gaza for the

ultimate purpose of annexation.

We have listened with great interest to the debate that has taken place

between two parties to the Camp David agreements. It is important to

realize that in protesting against the embarrassing interpretations of the
Camp David accords made by the Israeli representative, the·Egyptian Minister

of State was trying to promote the dialogue which seems to be intermittently

interrupted.
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l~e in the League of Arab States are deeply concerned about the entrapment

in which Egypt finds itself and at the fact that after more than two years

of debates and discussions and negotiations and ego trips by .the Israeli and

the Egyptian leadership, what was evident and elementary in the Zionist

objectives is causing no surprise to the Egyptian leadership. In our view,

the miscalculation kno"rn as a "peace initiative\; arose from a misreading of

Zionist objectivea and an attempt to see in Israel's designs the

characteristics of those of a potentially normal State, whereas Israel is

in fact the nucleus of a Zionist imperialist design. It is this misreading,

this miscalculation, that has led to Egypt's entrapment as a result of which,

in searching for a role to play, it abandoned its proper function within

the Arab nations and dislocated itself from them. For a long time, the

Israeli delegation has been trying to cover up its true design of creating

anexclusivelr racist State in Palestine by means of. institutionalized

discrimination and by uprooting, if possible, those ,.,ho did not belong to

the religious faith Zionism sought to represent.

Now, when the partition plan in General Assembly resolution 181 (11)

was adopted, it was not, as the Iraqi delegation has . just stated, that we

accepted that partition plan in any form, because at that time, when

colonialism was dividing and ruling, colonialism in Palestine was dividing

and leaving. Then, irrespective of the claims and legitimate existence of

the Palestinian people, the Zionists sought to colonize, perceiving the

population of Palestine as human obstacles to their unfolding colonialist

plan. The partition was deliberated on and decided in this Assembly at a

time when the United Nations General Assembly was restricted to a minority

of mankind, when the majority of mankind was disenfranchised either by the

colonial racists or by imperial design. But as the liberation movement in

modern history began to unfold, all of the new Member States joined the

international community of nations, and the General Assembly gradually

but purposively began to rectify the historical error it had committed

against the Palestinian people.
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Thus, the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people were recognized

at the time of the partition, in the aftermath of: the Second l-1orld War, ,.,hen a

situation prevailed in which the European countries, seized by a crisis ~f:

conscience, thought that the emergence of a partitioned State, a Jewish Stat~

in Palestine, could ease their consciences at the expense of: the

Palestinian Arabs. Hith the record of: Israel replete "rith crimes a&:ains1:;

the Palestinians and against all the Arab States as it continues to populate

and expand the Israeli empire into Palestine and other Arab countries, we

find that the crisis of: conscience ~mbodied in resolution 181 (II) is being

remedied by the United Nations General Assembly n~r it has become

universally recognized.

The meeting rose at 8.15 p.m.




