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Letter dated 13 June 1967 from the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics (A/6717) (continued)

1. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will continue its
consideration of the item which is before the emer­
gency special session. The first speaker this morning
is the representative of the United States of America,
but before I give him the floor, I should like to call on
the Secretary-General, who has asked to make a
statement.

2. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: During the last five
and a half years I have never had reason to comment
upon a statement made to this Assembly by a repre­
s entative of any Government. But I feel it necessary
to reply very briefly to certain statements made by
the Foreign Minister of Israel in his address to the
General Assembly on the morning of 19 June [1526th
meeting] with regard to my decision to comply with
the request of the United Arab Republic for the with­
drawal of the United Nations Emergency Force. Mr.
Eban's remarks on this subject were highly critical,
but it is not for that reason that I speak now. I per­
sonally welcome criticism when it is just, based on
fact and does not obscure or ignore essential facts.
The concern behind this intervention is that the pic­
ture which Mr. Eban gave yesterday can be very
damaging to the United Nations with regard to its
peace-keeping function, past and present. I seek only
to restore in that picture the balance which the facts
warrant.

3. I have to say at the outset that I was rather sur­
prised at the breadth and vigour of the Foreign
Minister's dissatisfaction with the withdrawal deci­
sion, since in a quite recent meeting we had discussed
that issue and at that time I had given a rather full
explanation of jus t why the decision' I took had to be
taken in the way it was, and I heard no such reaction
as Mr. Eban projected to the General Assembly
yesterday; nothing like it. I wish now to say that I
do not accept as having validity Mr. Eban's strictures
on this matter.

1

4. My position on the decision to withdraw the United
Nations Emergency Force and the reasons for it have
been set forth clearly in reports which I have submit­
ted to the General Assembly [A/6730 and Add.! and 2]
and the Security Council.Y

5. Beyond this, I need make only the following specific
comments.,
6. The Foreign Minister of Israel, I note, made no
mention in his critical analysis of my decision of
certain decisive facts and factors with which he is
certainly very well acquainted. Mr. Eban must know,
for example, that the indispensable basis for the ef­
fective buffer function exercised by the United Nations
Emergency Force for more than a decade was the
voluntary decision of the Government of the United
Arab Republic to keep its troops away from the line,
with only United Nations troops in the buffer zone,
which was exclusively on the United Arab Republic
side of the line. On the other hand, the Foreign
Minister also knows, I am sure, that Israel extended
no such co-operation on the United Nations Emer­
gency Force to the United Nations; that, despite the
intent of the General Assembly resolution that United
Nations troops should be stationed on both sides of the
line, Israel always and firmly refused to accept them
on Is rael territory on the valid grounds of national
sovereignty. There was, of course, national sover­
eigntyon the other side of the line as well. There can
be no doubt that it would have been a helpful factor
of considerable importance if Israel had at any time
accepted the deployment of the United Nations Emer­
gency Force also on its side of the line. I may report
in this connexion that prior to receiving the United
Arab Republic request for withdrawal and prior to
giving my reply to it, 1 had raised with the Perma­
nent Representative of Israel to the United Nations
the possibility of stationing elements of the United
Nations Emergency Force on the Israel side of the
line. I was told that the idea was completely un­
acceptable to IsraeL Moreover, for all of those ten
years, Israelis troops regularly patrolled alongside
the line and now and again created provocations by
violating it.

7. Finally, may I say that Mr. Eban cannot help but
know that the Government of the United ArabRepublic
had never accepted any limitation or restriction with
regard to the exercise of its sovereign powers con­
cerning the presence of the United Nations Emergency
Force on its territory. It can also be emphasized that
there was no limitation of any kind on the right of the
United Arab Republic to move its troops up to the line
at any time, with the inevitable result of immediately

U Official Records of the Security Council, Twenty-second y~
Supplement for April, May and June 1967. document 5/7896 and Corr.l.
and 5/7906.
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making academic the question of the United Nations
Emergency Force's withdrawal or its continued
presence, In this regard, Mr. Eban'referred to the
alert order issued to the Egyptian troops on the
morning of 17 May. He failed to mention, however,
that U was on that same morning that Egyptian
troops began to move up to the line, thus eliminating
the buffer 2one, as I have previously reported to
this body [Aj6730, para. 6J.

8. I have noted Mr. Eban's picturesque simile of
the "fire brigade which vanishes from the scene as
soon as the first smoke and flames appear~ [1526th
meeting, pa.ra. 118]. Mr. Eban would agree, lam sure,
that, for more than ten years, the United Nations
Emergency Force had been remarkably effective in
preventing clashes along the line and in extinguishing
the flames of the raids across the line, the terror of
the fedayeen. But 1 am sure that Mr. Eban did not
mean what he seemed to imply, namely, that the
United Nations Emergency Force was on Egyptian
territory to stay as long as the United Nations saw
fit and to fight against troops of the United Arab Re­
public, if necessary, to prevent them from moving up
to the line in their own territory.

9. On the matter of consultation, Mr. Eban should
know that I did engage in consultations before taking
my decision, to the full extent required of me and
even somewhat more.

10. I conclude these ObS€l'vations by quoting a
statement on the same subject made in the Security
Council On :3 June 1967 by the Permanent Representa­
tive of (srael:

"The c ris is in the Middle E as t erupted without
warning on 16 May when an Egyptian general sent
an ultimatum to the Commander of UNEF. At the
same time as he asked for the removal of the United
Nations force, he moved his own forces into the
positions held by the United Nations. The course of
the events that followed isbynowcommonknowledge
and well documented in the reports of the Secretary­
General.

"The Secretary-General tried toprevent the crisis
from getting out of hand. He failed. It was not his
fault."Y

11. Tn view of the fact that important questions have
been raised before the General Assembly on the with­
drawal of the United Nations Emergency Force, I
wish now to inform the Assembly that it is my inten­
tion to issue within a day or two a report giving a
full account of my actions on this matter.

12. Mr. GOLDBERG (United States of America): The
General As sembly has been convened under the reso­
lution known as "Uniting for Peace ll [resolution 377
(V)]. The choice before the Assembly is clear: we
can unite for peace or we can divide in discord.

13. The text of the Uniting for Peace resolution in­
cludes a direct quotation h'om the United Nations
Charter, setting forth the fundamental purposes of
the United Nations: first, "To maintain international
peace and securityll; and second, IITo develop friendly
relations among nations ~. These purposes must g'uide

y Ibld.. Twency-second Year. 1346th meeting.

our proceedings here. The United States of America
pledges its devoted efforts to this end.

14. Yesterday President Johnson spoke for the
American people when he said:

"1 offer assurance to all that this Government of
ours-the Government of the United States-will do
its part for peace in every forum, at every level,
at every hour."

15. As the troubles of the Middle East are great, so
also must our purposes be great. It is not enough to
defuse the bomb of hostility; we must remove the
explosi ve itself. Our ultimate aim must be nothing
less than a stable and durable peace in the Middle
East. Our task is far from easy. We may all "unite
for peace'-in the abstract; but our real task is, for
the sake of peace-to unite upon a courl:1e of action.
This course must be rooted both in fidelity to the
principles and purposes of the Charter and in a clear
grasp of the historical events which have led to the
present situation.

16. There have been more meetings of the Security
Council on the recurrent crises in the Middle East
than on any other issue in the history of the United
Nations. The record of two decades reveals clearly
that trouble and crisis have been constant because
of the failure of the parties concerned to come to
grips with the underlying causes of tension in the
area and to seek permanent solutions,

17. Yesterday, the President of the United States
stated what are, in the view of my Government. five
essentials of peace in the area. First and greatest
among them is that every nation in the area has a
fundamental right to live, and to have that right re­
spected by all, including its immediate neighbours.

18. The second essential for peace is the simple
human requirement that there be justice for the
refugees-that the' nations of the area must at last
address themselves, with new energy and anew deter­
mination to succeed, to the plight of those who have
been rendered homeless or displaced by the wars'
and conflicts of the past, both distant and recent.

19. The third requirement for peace, as clearly
demonstrated by the events of recent weeks, is that
there be respect for international maritime rights­
the right of innocent maritime passage for all nations.

20. Fourth, peace in the Middle East requires steps
to avert the dangers inherent in a renewed arms race,
such as has occurred during the last twelve years.
The responsibility for such steps rests not only on
those in the area. but also upon the larger States out­
side the area.

21. Fifth and finally, peace in the Middle East re­
quires respect for the political independence and
territorial integrity of all the States in the area. It
is a principle which can be effective only on the basis
of peace between the parties. only if the fragUe and
violated truce lines of twenty years are replaced by
recognized boundaries and other arrangements that
will provide the nations of the area security agains t

I terror, destruction, war and violence of all kinds.

22. These principles, if implemented, offer a solid
basis for a durable peace in the future. If they had
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been accepted and adhered to in the past, there
could have been peace. But they were not adhered to.
Instead, the world has witnessed three tragic wars.
And today the Assembly is faced with the aftermath
of the latest of these outbreaks.

23. The essential facts are clear. In the spring of
this year the tension of many years became even
greater: acts of violence became more frequent;
threats and declarations became more ominous and
bellicose. Then, on 17 May, President Nasser de­
manded the withdrawal of the United Nations Emer­
gency Force and immediately moved large United Arab
Republic forces into the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula
and Sharm el Sheikh. Within a few days thereafter.
the United Arab Republic declared a blockade of the
Gulf of Aqaba and the Strait of Tiran, which had been
open to free and innocent passage by the ships of all
nations under accepted principles of international law•

24. The major insulator, the United Nations Emer­
gency Force, by which the United Nations had for so
many years protected the Middle East against full­
scale war, was stripped away. Hostile forces stood
in direct confrontation within plain sight of each other.
Threats of war filled the air. Peace hung suspended
by a thread.

25. At this point, the Secretary-General made a
journey to Cairo in the interest of maintaining peace.
He reported to the Security Council on 26 May that he
had "called to the attention of the Government of the
United Arab RepUblic the dangerous consequences
which could ensue from restricting innocent passage
of ships in the Strait of Tiran", and that he had ex­
presse~ his "hope that no precipitate action would be
taken" PIn the same report, the Secretary-General
made his plea to all the parties for a breathing spell
which would allow tension to subside from ,its ex­
plosive leveL He urged all concerned "to exercise
special restraint, to forego belligerence and to avoid
all other actions which could increase tension, to
allow the Council to deal with the underlying causes
of the present crisis and to seek solutions". V

26. In the" spirit of this wise and sagacious plea, my
Government and some others made strenuous efforts
both inside and outside the United Nations to find
ways to avert a clash. In the Security Council On
31 May, the United States delegation proposed a draft
resolution~ to provide the "breathing spell" which
the Secretary-General had so urgently requested. It
is a matter of profound regret, that this proposal,
aimed at preventing bloodshed and suffering, was not
agreed to by others.

27. Early on 5 June, the thread of peace was broken.
From that moment, the first and most urgent neces­
sity was to stop the fighting before its dimensions
were enlarged,' Within hours of the outbreak of fight­
ing-even before we had confirmation of any major
movement of troops across truce lines-my Govern­
ment joined with some others in the Security Council
in seeking to obtain without debate a call for an im-

E..I Ibid., Supplement for April, May and June 1967, document S/7906,
para. 10.
y Ibld.. para. 14.

§j Document Sfl916/Rev.l. See Official Records of the Security
Council. Twenty-second Year, 1345th meeting.
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mediate cease-fire. If a cease-fire and a standstill
had actually occurred at that point, the problems we
now face would be far less formidable. But again,
others resisted this effort, and it was not until thirty­
six hours later, on the evening of 6 June, after pro­
longed discussion, that the Security Council, by its
resolution 233 (1967), finally reached a unanimous
decision on a simple cease-fire.

28. And when, in the following days, we sought to
secure a cease-fire on the Syrian front, we en­
countered the same kind of obstruction. Here, too,
the United States was prepared, without debate and
without delay, to bring the hostilities to a halt. But
others did not see the matter the same way. For
hours they engaged in unseemly bickering which, to
say the least, did no credit to this Organization.

29. Now, a good deal of this time was consumed in
the elaboration of totally false accusations against
my country. The United States was accused of having
plotted, incited, encouraged and prompted Israel to
conflict; and it was even charged that our armed
forces had intervened in the hostilities on the side
of Israe!.

30. During the debates in the Security Council,
and once again yesterday in the General Assembly,
it was my duty to reject categorically all these
charges, in whichever of their many and changing
forms· they appeared. Today I reaffirm, on the full
authority of the United States Government, that no
United States soldier, sailor, airman, ship, airplane,
or military ins trument of any kind-including radar
jamming-pertaining to the armed forces or to any
agency of the United States, intervened in this con­
flict. Furthermore, whatever they may say, all the
Governments concerned are well aware of the true
facts. We had nothing whatever to do with the fighting
except to try to prevent it and, once it occurred, to
use every effort at our command to bring it to a
speedyend.

31. When these false and inflammatory charges were
first made I offered, on behalf of the United States,
our full co-operation with any United Nations or other
impartial investigation of them-including the unpre­
cedented proposal to open the logs of our aircraft
carriers in the Sixth Fleet to United Nations investi­
gators. This offer of ours, which stands, has not been
answered or even referred to by the accusers.

32. It is perfectly clear why these charges have been
spread. They have been spread in an attempt to find
a scapegoat for what occurred-and perhaps for an
even more sinister purpose: to engage the great
Powers with each other. The United States will not
lend itself to such purposes. Despite all this diver­
sionary propaganda, the Security Council was able
to achieve a cease-fire; and the cease-fire is hold­
ing. And now the problem of peace in the Middle
East has come before the General Assembly.

33. Yesterday the Soviet Union introduced a draft
re~olution [A/L.519] essent,ial1y the s~me as ~h1t
whlCh it had also proposed ln the Secunty Councll,~
and which the overwhelming majority of the Council,

§J Document S/7951/Rev.2. See Official Records of the Security
Council, Twenty-second Year, 1358th meeting.

__________________;'JAY.o
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at its 1:J60th meeting, refused to accept. Under this
Soviet proposal, Israel alone is to be condemned as
an aggressor-though surely, in the light of all the
events, both recent and long past, that led up to the
fighting, it would be neither equitable nor cons tructive
for this Organization to issue a one-sided condemna­
tion. Then, second-and this is the heart of its pro­
posal-the Soviet Union asks this Assembly to recom­
mend, in effect, as follows: "Israel, withdraw your
troops and let everything go back to exactly where it
was before the fighting began on 5 June." In other
words, as I said in the Security Council, the film is
to be run backwards through the projector to that
point in the early morning of 5 June when hostilities
had not yet broken out.

34. But what would the situation then be?

35. Once again, opposing forces would stand in direct
confrontation, poised for combat. Once again, no inter­
national machinery would be present to keep them
apart, Once again, innocent maritime passage would be
denied, Once again, there would beno bar to belligerent
acts and acts of force. Once again, there would be no

. acceptance of Israel by its neighbours as a sovereign
State, no action to solve the tragic refllgee problem,
110 effective security against terrorism and violence.
Once again. in short, nothing would be done to resolve
the deep-lying grievances on both sides that have fed
the fires of war in the Middle East for twenty years.
And, once again, there would be no bar to an arms
race in the area. '

36. Surely no one in this Hall dedicated to peacA and
security can contemplate with equanimity the prospect
of a fourth round in the Arab-Israel struggle. Yet if
ever there was a prescription for renewed hostilities,
the Soviet draft resolution is that prescription. Surely
it is not an acceptable approach for the United Nations.

37, What approach, then, ought to be taken? It may
be well to recall that the General Armistice Agree­
ments of 1949 state in article XII that their purpose is
"to facilitate the transi~ion from the present truce to
permanent peace"; I repeat: "permanent peace".

38, We all know that there has been no transition, and
there is no permanent peace in that area, All of the
eighteen years of the armistice regime have witnessed
virtually no progress on any of the basic issues from
which the conflicts have arisen. As long as these issues
are unresolved, they will continue topoison the political
life of the Middle East.

39, What the Middle East needs today are Dew steps
towards real peace: not just a cease-fire, which is
what we have today; not just a fragile and perilous
armistice, which is what we have had for eighteen
years: not just withdrawal, which is necessary, but
insufficient. Real peace musl be our aim, In that con­
viction I now propose. on behalf of the United States, a
draft resolution [A/L.520] which I shall read out:

"The General Assembly,

"Bearing in mind the achievement of a cease-fire
in the Middle East, as called for by the Security
Council in its resolutions 233 (1967). 234 (1967),
235 (1967) and 236 (1967) of6, 7.9 and 12 June 1967 I

"Having regard to the purpose of the United Nations
to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations,

"1. Endorses the cease-fire achieved pursuant to
the resolutions of the Security Council and calls for
its scrupulous respect by the parties concerned;

"2. Decides that its objective must be a stable and
durable peace in the Middle East;

"3, Considers that this objective should be
achieved through negotiated arrangements with ap­
propriate third party assistance based on:

n{~) Mutual recognition of the political independ­
ence and territorial integrity of all countries in the
area, encompassing recognized boundaries and other
arrangements, including disengagement and with­
drawal of forces, that will give them security
against terror, destruction and war;

n{Q) Freedom of innocent maritime passage;

n(2) A just and equitable solution of the refugee
problem;

"(9.) Registration and limitation of arms shipments
into the area;

"(~) Recognition of the right of all sovereign
nations to exist in peace and security;

"4. Requests the Security Council to keep the
situation under careful review."

40. This draft resolution embodies the five principles
which President Johnson yesterday identified as funda­
mental to adurablepeace,andwhichIlisted at the out­
set of this statement.

41. Our Objective in offering this draft resolution is
to encourage a decision by the warring parties to live
together in peace and to secure international assist­
ance to this end, It is necess ary to begin to move-not
some day, but now, promptly, while the memory of
these tragic events is s till vivid in our minds-towards
a settlement of the outstanding issues; and truly "there
m ust be progress toward all, , • if there is to be pro­
gress toward any",

42, There are legitimate grievances on all sides of
this bitter conflict, and a full settlement should deal
equitably with legitimate grievances and outstanding
questions from whichever side they are raised. In
short, a new foundation for peace must be built in the
Middle East.

43, Agreements between the parties on these pro­
foundly contentious matters will not come easily; but
the United Nations has an urgent obligation to faoili­
tate them and to help to rebuild an atmosphere in which
fruitful discussions will be possible. That is the pur­
pose of the draft resolution which we have submitted
today,

44. The United Nations is now faced with a clear-cut
issue: we can either attack the causes of the disease,
which has plagued the Middle East with war three
times in a generation, or we can go back to the treat­
ment of symptoms, which has proved such a dismal
failure in the pas t.

45. In any grave situation fraught with so many dif­
ferences of opinions and attitudes, the tendency is to
say that it defies solution. But we cannot accept this
counsel. Let no one say that solutions are impossible.
The proposal that we offer this morning is inspired

'.':
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not by the despairing doctrines of perpetual enmity,
but by the hopeful doctrine from which we in the United
Nations have always drawn our major inspiration: the
doctrine enshrined in our Charter, pledging all
nations and peoples, all cultures and religions, "to
practise tolerance and live together in peace with one
another as good neighbours",

46. Sometimes that doctrine is called utopian or un­
realistic, But the greatest unrealism is that which
relies on hatred and enmity. The greatest realism
is the doctrine of peace and conciliation and mutual
forbearance. From that true realism let this Organi­
zation find the strength to make a new beginning
towards peace in the Middle East. To this cause the
United States pledges its most dedicated efforts,

47. Mr, AL-ATASSI (Head of State of the Syrian Arab
Republic):2I Mr. President, permit me to express my
sincerest thanks to you and to all those who have con­
tributed to the speedy convening of this emergency
special session of the General Assembly, with a view
to dealing with the grave situation arising out of the
Israeli-colonialist conquest of new territories of our
Arab homeland, and to condemning this aggression
and liquidating unconditionally all its consequences.

48. We are here to express our confidence in the
international conscience that is represented in this
General AssemQly of the United Nations, Our Arab
people, as well as all small, peace-loving countries
throughout the world, look to this session as a last
hope for the triumph of law, reason and justice over
the law of the jungle. conquest, and the logic of force,

49. The Security Council was unable to discharge
its responsibilities in condemning the Israeli aggres­
sion, ordering the withdrawal of its forces, and liqui­
dating its consequences, due to the obstruction of the
United Kingdom and the United States of America,

50, I do not wish to review the long list of Israeli
aggressions scarcely interrupted since 1948; nor do
I wish to dwell on the sufferings of the expelled Arab
Palestinians, The neighbouring Arab countries have
been ravaged, and their energies wasted, in self­
defence against the moving tentacles of Israeli ag­
gression, This state of things obstructs the progress
of our homeland; it delays the consolidation of our
economy and the elevation of the standard of living
of our people,

51. I only wish you would review the records of this
Organization in its different organs in order to realize
the incredible number of aggressions to which our
Arab people has been SUbjected by Tsrael, the frequent
condemnations and the many resolutions adopted by the
Security Council, the General Assembly, and the
United Nations organs in the region, Israel has not
observed any of those resolutions; it has paid no at­
tention or regard to those decisions, taken by the
highest international organs, which reflect the inter­
national conscience,

52, In this connexion, it is significant that all of the
major-scale Israel! aggressions have come about at
the same time the Arab people and the colonial in­
terests were in accentuated conflict. This explains

1/ Mr, Al-Atasal spoke In Arable. The Engllah version of his state­
ment was supplled by the delegation.
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the close relations between colonia.lism and Zionism,
and the harmonization of their planning and purposes.
The best proof of this was the tripartite aggression
on Egypt in 1956, which struck at our Arab people in
Egypt merely because they had at that date chosen
a progressive course, with a national r~gime com­
mitted to fulfilling the aims and needs of the masses,

53, This Organization then condemned that aggression
and vindicated the confidence of the WOl'ld placed in it,
It thus consecrated its rejection of the logic of force
and conquest, Tt then confirmed the right of small
peoples to develop individually in freedom and in
peace, This attitude then was a historic triumph for
the international conscience and the forces of good,
freedom and peace.

54, But the graph of the Israeli aggression has since
taken an upward turn, This time it aimed specifically
at the Syrian Arab region, Development works and
civil projects were hit last year by Israeli napalm
bombs. Roofs were destroyed from over the heads of
childl'en and old people by the Israeli bombers, That
took place in 14 July 1966.

55. In spite of irrefutable proof of this deliberate
aggression and the reports of the Chief of Staff of
the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization
(UNTSO), certain great Powers which protect Israel
and encourage its aggreSSive policies prevented the
Security Council at that time from condemning that
aggression, Not long after, the Arab village of Es­
Samu was subjected to a deliberate destructive raid,
Which the aggressors considered as just a bit of a
sho'w to exhibit their force and 'ruthlessness, at the
expense of the suffering of women, children, and the
aged.
56. Then came the aggression of 7 April this year
on Syria, Israeli aircraft reached the skies of Damas­
cus, destroyed peaceful villages in the frontier zone
with heavy bombardment, without fear of any inter­
national censure, This provided the aggressors with
encouragement to plan and execute the latest compre­
hensive aggression, the consequences of which this
Organization is facing today, '

57, In spite of the concentrated Zionist propaganda,
intended to deceive world public opinion, the respon­
sible Israeli authorities did not hide their aggressive
intentions when they repeatedly declared that they
were going to occupy Damascus and topple its pro­
gressive regime. They even proclaimed they were
protected by the American Sixth Fleet, Immediately
after each of those threats, especially after it was es­
tablished that huge Israeli reinforcements were on our
demarcation lines, we hastened to draw the attention
of all countries with which we had diplomatic rela­
tlons, We solicited the help of peace-loving countries
to warn world puulic opinion against the aggression
that was being premeditated against us. We affirmed,
sincerely and honestly, our anxiety to safeguard
peace and to save the world from the scourge and
suffering of war, We gave pledges that we had not
initiated aggression in any form, and that we would
keep to our position of self-defence, This attitude
on our part stemmed from our deep faith in peace, our
full awareness of our historic responsibility towards
our people and the peoples of the world. It reflected
our limitless concern for the safety of agreat civillza.-

~-----'--------------------------====------------_....!."
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tion that had been painfully built up by generation after
generation and for the gains of progress whichmust not
be annihilated.

58. We took full cognizance of the fact that, in present
international circumstances, it is very difficult to
localize wars and to predict the extent of their spread
and tbeir effect on the rest of the world, Perhaps many
of the representatives who are sitting with us here to­
day, from East and West and from tbe countries of the
Third World, can recollect how we e:xpressed to them
our anxiety at the imminence of Israeli aggression,
which we could discern because of our long experience
of the aggressive, expansionist character that is tbe
essence of Israel, We put them on guard at that time
against Israeli propaganda. We assured them that we
would not start any military operation whatsoever. It
is to be regretted that, in spite of all the good inten­
tions toward others on our part ~nd on the part of
peace-loving countries, we could not halt those who
owed bheir very existence to aggression.

59. We warn the General Assembly not to be deceived
by the hypocritical appeals to peace which have been
part and parcel of the Israeli routine. The history of
Israel in the last twenty years bas proved beyond any
doubt that Israel makes such appeals as apreparation
for a new aggression. That was the case before the
1956 aggression. That also was the case before this
most recent aggression, In both cases Israeldeceived
world public opinion, claiming not to have any aggres­
sive intentions or to be preparing for a war. But the
world witnessed their sneak attack on 5 June 1967.

60. As a result, the Arab people have paid the price
of their respect for world public opinion and the will
of tbe world Organization. They bave paid this price
with the blood of their sons. They have paid the price
in property destroyed, towns and villages occupied,
part of the, homeland seized by the aggressor. Heavy
indeed was the toll as the result of our acceptance of
the cease-fire resolution, which Israel violated; yet
peace was not saved.

61. It is worth mentioning that, when Syria and Israel
agreed to the cease-fire ordered by the Security
CounCil, the Israeli forces of aggression had not yet
occupied one iota of Syri,an territory. It was after we
informed Secretary-General U Thant that we had
ceased fire as from 1630 hours GMT, 10 June, tbat
the Israeli invasion of our territory began. ,This in­
vasion took place at the time when the Security Council
was in session and after it had already issued an addi­
tional cease-fire order. The Israeli invasion was
coupled with the deliberate delaying tactics of both
the United States of America and the United Kingdom
representatives in the Security Council. While the
invasion was progressing the Israeli representative
was submitting to the Security Council false informa­
tion, categorically denying the occupation of Syrian
territory as well as the bombing of Damascus. These
Israeli assertions were clearly contradicted by the
reports of the Chairman of the Mixed Armistic Com­
mission and by those of the Secretary-General, which
pointed to the continuation of the invasion after the
cease-fire order. In order words, the occupation of
Syrian territory was completed after both parties had
agreed to the cease-fire and while the Security Council
was in session. These facts prove beyond any doubt

that the objective of both the United States and the
United Kingdom was to prevent the Security Council
from discharging its duties, and this in orderto allow
Israel to continue its invasion of Syria and its occupa­
tion of Syrian territory.

62. Many countries have been subjected in the past,
and many others are now being subjected, to coloniallst
interference in both its old and new forms. Many of you
here represent countries which struggled for their in­
dependence. The peoples of the Third World who en­
gaged in this struggle had no cause for guilt; they
merely rejected colonialist domination and were deter­
mined to direct their own lives and forge their own
destinies in completely free conditions. Many of the
peoples of the Third World have had to struggle inside
their own countries against external colonialist forces
of aggression, Likewise, our struggle against im­
perialist forces has been imposed upon us. We have
had to face this with all determination and faith, be­
cause we firmly believe in freedom and self-deter­
mination, If many small countries have in the past
experienced, and today also experience, colonialist
aggression. as in Viet-Nam, where a heroic people,
small in number, is fighting against ruthless forces,
the Arab people assuredly has the distinction of ex­
periencing subjection to the domination of a most
peculiar alliance, in unprecedented fashion and de­
gree. This is the full alliance between traditional
colonialism and international Zionism as incarnated
in Israel. As a matter of fact, this Israeli neo­
colonialism is based in its essence on the total ex­
termination of the Arab people and the introduction,
in their place, of other conquering elements, as hap­
pened in occupied Palestine and as is happening in the
Arab territories recently occupied. Youth are as­
sembled in public places, their eyes are bandaged and
then they are shot. other Arab inhabitants are driven
out of the occupied territory to wander as refugees
without home or shelter. In Syria after the most re­
cent events, the number of human beings in this cate­
gory has reached a total of 40,000 refugees.

63, The Arabs fought in both world wars and con­
tributed to the liberation of Europe from Nazism
and the realization of the victory of the Allies. Their
reward was the unnatural division of their homeland,
the allotment of its parts to various zones of influence.
and the creation of Israel to the detriment of the
Palestinian Arab people. The Arab people sustained
huge losses during the two world wars. Instead of
being compensated by ass istance in liberating and
unifying their homeland, they were made to pay for
the Nazi crimes in Europe,

64. The Arab homeland is the cradle of three reli­
gions. It is the source of tolerance , love and humanity.
Throughout history it has fostered many minorities,
national and religious, which in other countries were
subjugated and oppressed. These minorities collabo­
rated with our people to enrich and dignify the human
heritage. Our good treatment of those elements living
in our midst does not merit that our people should be
uprooted so that others may take their place, I wonder­
no doubt you all do-what would be the attitude of any
one of you if you were suddenly faced with the expul­
sion of a great number of your citizens from their
homeland to yield place to another people. Would
Americans, for instance, submit to being expelled from



1527th meeting - 20 June 1967

one of their states into the desert, so that foreigners
might live in their place? If not, why should we be
asked to acquiesce in what others would categorically
reject? Is it the fate of our people to be sacrificed
for a sin that it has not committed?

65. The mention in the Israeli Yearbook that the State
of Israel should extend from the Nile to the Euphrates
demonstrates incontestably why the Zionistconquerers
now s)t at a distance of fifty kilometres from Damascus
and a hundred kilometres from Cairo, why the original
inhabitants have been expelled from the occupied
territory to wander as refugees, and why youth are shot
in cold blood.

66. The Arab people are indeed being sUbjected today
to an operation of extermination, surpassing in dimen­
sions what the Nazis did, It is in truth experiencing a
dual colonialis t operation aimed at eradicating its very
existence and at subjecting the surviving part to direct
colonialist domination.

67, The gains the Arab masses have made through
struggle, the constructive achievements made at the
price of numberless years of toil, suffering and bitter
sacrifices-all are objects of merciless nullification,
The Arab homeland. with its important strategic loca­
tion, its petroleum resources and huge potential wealth,
is considered by the colonial Powers-and, first and
foremost, by the United States of America and Britain­
as a zone of influence and a domain of vast vested
interests. In order to safeguard these interests, the
colonial States use all means, without discrimination.
They intrigue against the Arab people, they exert
political and economic pressure; but when these are
of no avail they resort to direct conquest, as hap­
pened in 1956 and as is happening now, in a deceitful
manner, through the mediacy of Israel. Colonialism
wishes to seize the raw material of our homeland and
that of mos t of the countries of the Third World, to
take it at the cheapest cost, manufacture and then re­
export it to the Third World market at the highest
price. This is a formidable equation. To maintain it
constantly in its favour, colonialism uses every means.

68. The struggle now taking place in the Arab home­
land is part and parcel of this noble struggle, in­
creasing in intensity, that the peoples of the Third
World are waging against imperialism and against
colonialism in all its forms and phases.

69. It is a struggle between the will to live, to enjoy
freedom and dign\ty, the right of our Arab people to
build its modern unified State, on the one hand, and
the interests of imperialism and Zionism, wanting to
preserve backwardness and internal divisions for the
longest possible time, on the other,

70. We stand in the first line of the battle of the
peoples of the Third World. We suffered the fiercest
imperialist-Zionist onslaught. We wanted to build a
sovereign homeland, free, happy, and to raise the
standard of living of OUI"masses, to co-operate with
other peoples in building a world of love, peace and
prosperity.

71. We are fighting a battle that has been imposed
upon us inside our own homeland. But, it is a part of
the battle of all peace-loving peoples who look to a
future free of threats. We struggle so that our own
Arab homeland can be built into a wall between the
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imperialist conquerors and the countries of Asia and
Africa. We will not permit our homeland to be a base
from which imperialism can jump anew against these
two great continents, or to be used against the socialist
countries and other peace-Iovitlg nations.

72. It is against this background that we want the
struggle of our people to be understood. That is why
we have the firm hope that, by their concerted deter­
mination, the Members of this body will be able to
condemn the aggressor and liquidate the traces of
aggression.

73. American, British and West German imperial­
ism have made of Israel a stronghold equipped with
the most destructive arms', to be the guardian for their
oil monopolies in our area and their tool to exploit

,our Arab people and obstruct its progress, If our
people had agreed to bow to the imperialists and to
give in to their designs, we would not have now wit­
nessed a battle between us, on the one hand, and im­
perialism and colonialism, on the other. But our people
does not accept humiliation and a life devoid of all
meaning of dignity and independence. We wish to af­
firm to those who understand the facts'of history that
the struggle of peoples does not end by cutting off
some heads or by striking at some leadership. It is
rather a continuous struggle which is welded to the
very existence of the nation. A lively nation is not
sterile in talents and leadership.

74. We heard the other day and we hear today official
statements by the United States Government. They
seek to impose solutions that accommodate aggression
and justify the logic of force. This fact in itself is
decisive proof of the United States' blessing of aggres­
sion. Should we acquiesce in such a prescription, we
would be digging the grave of this Organization and
we would be burying the hopes of all nations. And we
would be forgetting the sufferings and calamities of
the Second World War. We would be forsaking the
noble intention which inspired us in building this Or­
ganization, to save mankind from the law of the jungle
and to have the family of nations live in accordance
with the great human values and lofty ideals and
principles.

75. If we accepted that logic, it would mean that we ad­
mit the right of the stronger to conquer the lands of
'the weaker and retain them by force. That would be a
devastating' conclusion which cannot be accepted by
anyone.

76. In this respect, we wish to draw attention to the
fact that this alarming international precedent, if ac­
cepted, would mean the destruction of the Charter of
the United Nations and all the lofty principles con­
tained therein. Not only that, but it would carry in its
wake the destruction of the independence of every

. nation in the world, as their safety would be exposed
to invasion at any time.

77. Hitler, before and during the Second World War,
conquered most of the European countries, Before him,
other ruthless conquerors did the same. But the
peoples of the world never submitted to the dictate
of the usurpers and conquerors. Their will to fight
and die for their freedom always prevailed, Today,
we are facing a similar invasion by Zionist colonialists
of parts of our homeland through a sneak and aggres-
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sive war inflicted upon us. All unlawful and forbidden
methods have been used during this aggression, To say
the least, I would mention, in particular, the napalm
bombs which were used on a large scale against the
civilian population. The diplomatic representatives
of over forty countries accredited in Damascus have
been acquainted with this criminal bombing and with
the untold human suffering it caused.

78, Representatives will see for themselves photo­
graphs of the victims of Israeli napalm. bombs.

79, We shall reject any conditions or discussions
based on an invasion. We ask you to firmly condemn
aggression and to immediately liqUidate its traces.
We, therefore, welcome the draft resolution [A/L,519]
submitted by the Prime Minister of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Mr. Kosygin, which incli­
cates a deep understanding of the crisis, an objective
assessment, which emanates from a feeling of respon­
sibility and a desire for peace. Any other approach
Or solution which is to be sought through the occupation
of our homeland will be firmly rejectj3d, for we con­
sider such a solution to mean one thing, that is I to give
in to the logic of force and conquest, a thing which we
utterly refuse. Indeed, the mere suggestion of such
solutions would be an insult to the human conscience
and a surrender to the logic of aggression,

80. The United Nations faces an historic and fateful
situation. ·The problem does not belong to the Arabs
alone, but to every individual in the international com­
munity whose country may one day be the victim of an
invasion. To condemn, therefore, the aggression, to
liqUidate its fruit and to punish the aggressors not
only is a victory for the Arab people, who are the
direct victims, but it is a victory for the international
Organization, for the principles of the United Nations
and for all great and noble human values. Representa­
tives may have read the challenge issued by the Foreign
Minister of Israel when he declared that his Govern­
ment would not give any weight to any resolution
adopted by this Organizatio, even: "If the General As­
sembly were to vote by 121 to 1 in favour 01 Israel
returning to the armistice lines, .. Israel would re­
fuse to comply with that decis ion." This was reported
in The New York Times on Monday. 19 June.

81. The approval of the draft resolution submitted
by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics will leaa
to the safeguarding of peace. It will prevent a new ex­
plosion, because the Arab people will never accept
foreign occupation, and because it is capable with its
great potentialities, both apparent and hidden, poli tical,
economic, and other, to put an end to aggression. So
far, the Arab nation has used only part of those
potentialities.

82. Allow me, finally, Mr. President, to thank on this
occasion all free nations in all the continents of the
world which understand our just cause and have stood
with us in our ordeal. Foremost among them are the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the socialist and
the non-aligned countries. All of them exerted their
most sincere efforts with .all other peace-loving
nations to condemn aggression, to liquidate its traces,
and to uphold the high human and international ideals.

83. Mr. LENART (Czechoslovakia) (translated from
Russian): The Czechoslovak Government welcomed the

initiative taken by the Government of the Soviet Union
in proposing to convene an emergency special session
of the General Assembly in order to discuss the situa­
tion which has arisen as a result of the aggression of
Israel against the Arab States, We welcomed the fact
the great majority of Member States supported that
proposal and rejected the attempt by certain countries
to prevent the General Assembly from meeting. The
nature of the session and the presence of leading
representatives from many Member States show the
exceptional importance of the prob lem we are called
upon to discuss,

84; In recent weeks, events in the Middle East have
caused serious concern throughout the world. From
the very first, the Government of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic supported all measures aimed at
reaching a just solution to the problems of the region
by peaceful means. On 25 May. ten days before the
beginning of the Israeli aggression, it expressed its
serious concern at the heightening of tension, which
it stated to be a result of the intrigues of imperialist
circles directly linked to oil monopolies which value
the interests of the great Powers and exploiters more
than they do the peace and security of peoples.

85. The Czechoslovak Government firmly condemned
the intrigue and military threats directed against the
Arab States, and at the same time stressed the
exceptional interest taken by the Czechoslovak people
in the maintenance of peace and security.

86. However, the Government of Israel paid no at­
tention to these serious warnings. At a time when the
attention of peace-loving nations was concentrated
on the peaceful solution of undecided questions, the

. militarist forces of Israel launched a premeditated,
sudden and perfidious attack and, relying on wide­
spread external support from well-known imperialist
forces, invaded the 1:linai peninsula, seized a part of
Jordan and, in defiance of an urgent appeal from the
Security Council to cease their military operations,
attacked the territory of Syria.

87. The disregard by these Israeli circles of the
peace appeal of the Security Council and their fren­
zied urge to capture as much foreign territory as
possible clearly contradict the statement of Prime
Minister Eshkol, who, in a letter to the representa­
tives of Czechoslovakia dated 5 June, stated that the
Israelis wanted nothing more than to live in peace
on their own territory.

88. These words are also markedly at variance with
the fact that the militarist ruling circles of Israel
sent their aircraft to drop bombs on Cairo, Damascus
and a number of other towns in the territory of the
UAR, Syria and Jordan, where they sowed death and
destruction. The world press has produced much
striking proof of the barbaric bombing of defenceless
inhabitants· with napalm, of inhuman tortures, of
prisoners suffering from. hunger and thirst, and of
other forms of blatant violation of existing international
conventions,

89. In addition, tens of thousands of Arab citizens
were driven by force from their homes to swell the
ranks of the Palestine refugees. The Security Council
was compelled to deal with these outrageous facts
and to adopt a resolution earnestly calling for respect
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for the principles of humanity in the treatment of
prisoners of war and the civilian population.

90. The Czechoslovak Government, which on 8 June
1967 again made an earnest appeal to the Government
of Israel for the immediate cessation of military
activity against the Arab countries and for compliance
with the Security Council resolution, had in the situa­
tion which developed no alternative but to break off
diplomatic relations with a country whose ruling
circles showed such cynical disregard for the United
Nations Charter and Security Council resolutions.

9L For the third time in the past twenty years,
militarist cirCles in Israel have resorted to war as
a means of extending their territory. They have thus
confirmed that they have no intention of facilitating the
efforts to solve the problem of the Middle East by
peaceful means. By their policy of conquest, which
ties in with the interests of imperialism, that com­
mon enemy of all peace-loving States, they have at
the same time placed the people of Israel in serious
danger.

92. ,The true interests of peace and security for
Israel and its people require respect for the rights
of the Arab people, with whom they should be joining
in the fight against the imperialist forces which
strive to sow enmity between the peoples of the
Middle East in an effort to, enslave them, exploit them
and deprive them of all their natural reSOurces and
national wealth.

93. We have listened with indignation here in the
General Assembly to the clumsy efforts of the Foreign
Minister of Israel to crown with glory the aggression
committed by his country and to draw a parallel be­
tween that aggression and the valiant struggle of
peoples against Hitlerite fascism and the defence of
Stalingrad against the Nazi hordes. One cannot even
imagine the catastrophic consequences which would
ensue, especially in an age of rockets and nuclear
weapons, from his conclusion that there is nO need
to argue about who fired the first shot.

94. The law of the jungle that the advantage lies with
him who attacks his opponent suddenly and deals the
first blow would give rise to a chain reactiun of
threats, tension and conflicts among nations. The
representative of Israel has in effect confirmed the
already proved fuct that it is precisely this principle
which actuates the Israeli militarist forces. Their
military and political representatives, intoxicated
with temporary military successes, have boasted as
much.
95. However, the General Assembly of the United
Nations cannot and dare not recognize to anyone the
right to aggression, j~t as it cannot fail to make a
distinction between the aggressor and the Victim,

96. The dangerous situation caused by Israeli aggres­
sion must be viewed in a wider context. From the
balance of strength, it is clear that the leading circles
in Israel could never have permitted themselves to
unleash such wide and premeditated aggression against
their Arab neighbours if they had not been sure of out­
side support, of the support of those forces which watch
with unconcealed hostility and concern the process of
the strengthening of independence and of independent
economic development of the Arab countries.
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97. It follows that the violation of peace by Israel is
merely another link in the general dangerous trend
in the policy of certain imperialist circles which has
led to aggression by the United States against the
Viet-Namese people and to forcible intervention in
internal affairs, especially in those parts of the world
where people use their right to self-determination
and throw off the yoke of the old and new colonial
domination.

98. In this ligh't, the Israel aggression is an integral
part of the attempts by these imperialist, forces to
halt the independent development of the countries of
\Africa, Asia and Latin America and to hold back the
development of the national liberation movement and
progress in the world.

99. The influence of a policy which leads to con­
tinuing tension and the growth of hotbeds of unrest
may also be seen in Europe, which tWice already
in this century has been the scene of devastating
world wars. Czechoslovakia, which gained bitter ex­
perience as a victim of aggression by fascist Germany,
is following with partiCUlar watchfulness the collabO­
ration between the militarists of the United States and
the Federal RepUblic of Germany. who are supported
by revanchist forces.

100. The revanchists in the Federal Republic of
Germany openly proclaim plans for revie\ying the post­
war status quo and are attempting to change existing
borders and to gain access to nuclear weapons. It is
not by chance that it was precisely these forces which
supported Israeli reactionaries during the preparation
for hostile action against the Arab countries.

101, The Middle East is one of the key areas of the
world, in which the political, military and economic
interests of the imperialists are in direct, sharp con­
fIict with the interests of the peoples of the Arab coun­
tries. The oil monopolies, for whom Arab oil deposits
are a source of illegitimate profit; are particularly ob­
durate opponents of the national liberation movements.

102. The monopolist circles regard, as especially
dangerous to their profits and their plans for power
the progressive development of those countries which
have openly declared that they do not intend to sell
themselves for promises of economic or other so­
called aid, and that they see the guarantee of their
development above all in economic independence, in
the development and strengthening of their economy,
in industrialization and in their desire that the raw
materials wealth of the Arab countries should be used
above all for. the benefit of the Arab people.

103. We wish to recall again that the United Arab
Republic, as a result of its anti-imperialist attitude,
has already once been the victim of aggression and
is constantly being subjected to pressure by im­
perialist forces.

104. We should also remember the confusion caused
among the oil monopolies in the autumn of last year
by the just claims of the Government of Syria on the
Iraq Petroleum Company for fair compensation for
services rendered to the Company. It was precisely
at that time that efforts to bring down the progressive
regime in Syria were intensified, and the militarist
circles in Is rael played their part by provoking
border incidents.
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105. By their recent aggression against the Arab
countries, the ruling circles in Israel have again re­
vealed themselves as the henchml:.n of imperialist and
colonialist forces and as the instrument of the latter's
policy in tne Middle East.

106. We express our solidarity with the Arabpeople,
with whom we have bonds of true friendship, and con­
sider it our duty to support the Arab states in their
efforts to consolidate their sovereignty and independ­
ence. On 11 June 1967 the President of the Czecho­
slovak Socialist Republlc, Antonin Novotny. stated
that we were firmly on the side of the Arab people in
their defence of their freedom and independence, and
he noted that the events now occurring in Viet-Nam and
the Middle East were an integral part of the general
policy of the forces of reaction in the world, which,
with the help of various military cliques, is being
carried out In various countries with a view to halting
social progress in the world and preventing peoples
from enjoying their rights to free and independent
development.

107. The Czechoslovak Socialist RepUblic is con­
vinced that the peoples of the Arab countries are de­
fending a just CaUse in their struggle against impe­
rialism. In that struggle, the solidarity of the Arab
countries is an important factor in their defence. The
danger threatening the free and independent develop­
ment of the Arab states constitutes a threat to all the
peoples of the world. For that reason, all those who
hold dear the cause of peace and independence must
join in the struggle against that threat.

108. The socialist countries which signed a joint
declaration, adopted at Moscow on 9 June 1967, have
made it quite clear to all aggressive forces that they
w1l1 take the necess ary measures to help the peoples
of Arab countries defeI,ld their legitimate rights, to
put out the fires of war in the Middle East and to
restore peace in that area.

109. In the past, peoples have paid dearly for want
of decisive collective resistance to aggressive acts.
We remember that the appeasement of aggression
led to the collapse of the League of Nations. The
Czechoslovak people have had a bitter experience of
the short-sighted policy of making concessions to the
aggressive forces of Hitlerite fascism, a policy which
led to the Munich Agreement and the Second World
War.

110. As a result of experience for which it paid too
high a price, mankind has resolved not to permit any
repetition of this tragic course of events. The United
Nations has become the expression ofthe common will
to resist future threats to peace and aggressive acts.
Israel, too, which owes its very existence to this Or­
ganization and many of whose citizens themselves ex­
perienced the horrors of the Second World War, has
assumed the solemn obligation of supporting the pur­
poses of the United Nations and strictly observing its
principles.

111. Now the ruling circles of Israel have resorted
to aggression, flagrantly violating the Charter, the
basic principles of international law and the obliga­
tions imposed upon Israel by the General Armistice
Agreement of 1949, which was concluded through the
mediation of the United Nations. This fact threatens

the common interests of all States Members of the
United Nations. It is a blow against the very founda­
tions of the Organization 'and a direct challenge to
its authority.

112. Israel, whose forces are still occupying part of
the territories of sovereign States Members of the
United Nations, must not be allowed to gain any ad­
vantages, however temporary, from the situation that
has resulted from its violation of the Charter. It must
not be allowed to use the fruits of aggression for
purposes of blackmail. Any acceptance of illegality
would be tantamount to condoning a blatant violation
of the principles on which the United Nations is based.

113. The General Assembly must draw the appro­
priate conclusions from this situation. Above all,
the consequences of aggression must 00 eliminated
and international legality restored. The flagrant viola­
tion of the United Nations Charter I and partiCUlarly
of its principle forbidding the threat or use of force,
by the ruling circles of Israel, demands the adoption
of appropriate measures against the aggressor. In­
difference or indecisiveness in face of the continued
presence of Israel troops on the territory of' Arab
countries Which they have occupied by force would, in
practice, mean support of the aggression. This would
be a dangerous precedent which might be used by forces
encroaching upon the territorial integrity and political
independence of other countries. It is well known that
toleration of any violation of the law leads to its repe­
tition. The flouting of the principles of the Charter and
international law becomes a threat to the vital in­
terests of the whole international community I and for
this reason cannot remain unanswered.

114. During the past twenty years, great efforts have
been made in the United Nations to increase its pres­
tige and to stress the inviolability of the principles of
the Charter. As a founder Member ofthis Organization,
Czechoslovakia has always considered it a duty con­
sistently to defend the peaceful mi.ssion of the United
Nations and to oppose the solution of international
questions by the use of force. This position of prin­
ciple continues to determine our position today, when
we speak out against the flagrant act of force to which
one Member state has resorted in violation of the
territorial inViolability I sovereignty and independence
of other Member States.

115. The Israel extremists set out to use armed force
six months after the General Assembly had, on the
initiative of Czechoslovakia, made an urgent appeal
at its twenty-first session in resolution 2160 (XXI),
for which Israel, too, voted. In that resolution, the
General Assembly reaffirmed that:

"States shall strictly observe, in their international
relations, the prohibition of the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or political independ­
ence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent
with the purpose of the United Nations••. n

and that

"Accordingly, armed attack by one state against
another or the use of force in any other form con­
trary to the Charter of the United Nations consti­
tutes a violation of international law giving rise to
international responsibility•..•n
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116. Every word of that resolution is, as it were, an
exclamation mark placed after the actions of the Israel
militarists, who have thus found themselves in sharp
conflict with the conscience of peoples, the interests
of peace and the principles of humanity and inter­
national law.

117. In an era of nuclear weapons and inter-conti­
nental ballistic missiles, to commit acts of aggression
is to play an extremely dangerous game with the fate
of world peace. It must be clear to everyone that
under present world conditions there is no impassable
borderline between local conflicts and a world thermo­
nuclear catastrophe.

118. The fact that Israel did not stop before the un­
predictable risk of unleashing such a conflict in the
Middle East proves only that its policies are similar
to the so-called "limited wars" concepts which pre­
vail among the militarist circles of certain Western
Powers, and upon which the strategists of the United
States and the military NATO bloc also base their
considerations.

119. The Czechoslovak delegation condemns the
Israel attacks most strongly and rejects the attempts
of the Israel Government to cite as justification for its
actions the measures taken by the United Arab Repub­
lic in the Strait of Tiran or any other sovereign acts
of Arab States taken to ensure their security. The
movement of United States and United Kingdom war­
ships towards the shores of Arab countries and the
threats against the United Arab Republic on the eve
of the Israel attack were regarded as instigation on
the part of the Israel ruling circles to embark on a
military adventure. The attempt by the Israeli Minister
for Foreign Affairs to blacken the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries from this rostrum cannot
divert attention from the real culprit in the present
events. Everyone knows that in recent weeks the
SOCialist countries have once again unmasked the
aggressive intentions of the Israel militarist circles
and have demonstrated their profound concern for the
maintenance of peace in the Middle East.

120. We also reject the criticism of the Secretary­
Gtmeral of the United Nations in connexion with the
demand of the Government of the United Arab Repub­
lic that United Nations forces should be withdrawn
from its territory. His decision in that matter was
fully in accordance with the Charter and respected
the sovereignty of a Member State of the United
Nations.

121. This Organization must draw the appropriate
conclusions from the position taken by Israel with
respect to the appeals and resolutions of the Security
Council, and from its disregard for the fundamental
obligations of a Member State of the United Nations.
It is intolerable that any State should speculate on what
it may gain by its aggressive actions and thus present
the world With a fait accompli before the United
Nations is able to take effective steps. What is at
stake is not only the peaceful future of the Middle
East but also the prospects of world peace.

122. The Czechoslovak delegation has noted with
concern the attempts of certain Western States
to grant Israel the fruits of its aggression. By

.making the withdrawal of Israeli forces conditional

upon preliminary demands in his statement of 19 June.
President Johnson of the United States merely con­
firmed that the United States will continue to act in
complicity with Israel, with the aim of protecting the
aggressor and helping him to retain everything he has
seized. We may well ask: Since when has it been per­
mitted, and what political morality makes it possible,
to demand the annexation of territories seized by an
aggressor as a result of armed incursion?

123. The United Nations has proclaimed the main­
tenance of international peace and security as its main
aim. To achieve this aim, the peoples of the world
must unite their forces. If we are to have real peace
and real law and the Organization is to bc the real
guardian of security, then aggression must be called
aggres sion and the neces sary measures must be taken
against the aggressor.

124, The Czechoslovak delegation expects that the
United Nations will take all necessary steps required
by the serious situation that has arisen as a result
of the aggression against Arab States. The cessation
of military activities at the demand of the Security
Council was merely a first step in that direction.
However, the Israel aggression continues through the
occupation by its armed forces of extensive areas of
the territory of Arab States.

125. Basing its views on the Charter of the United
Nations, under which the Organization is bound to
react to violations of the peace by taking appropriate
measures. the Czechoslovak delegation believes that
the General Assembly must Vigorously condemn
Israel's aggressive activities and thecontinuingoccu­
pation by the aggressorls forces of part of the terri­
tory of the United Arab Republic, Syria and Jordan,
The General Assembly must act decisively to ensure
that Israel withdraws all its forces immediately and
unconditionally from the territory of those States to
positions behind the demarcation line laid down in
the General Armistice Agreement, and respects the
status of the demilitarized zones established by that
Agreement.

126. Israelis responsibility for the damage inflicted
on the States against whom the aggression was com­
mitted and their nationals must be stressed with the
utmost insistence and, in accordance with the prin­
ciples of justice and international law, the Israel
Government" must be compelled to make good all
damage in full and in the shortest possible time and
to return all seized property and other material
assets.

127. The Security Council must be reminded of its
fundamental responsibility, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Charter, The General
Assembly must appeal to the Security Council to take
the necessary measures to eliminate all consequences
of the aggression committed by IsraeL

128. This session of the General Assembly, which
reflects the justified concern of an overwhelming
majority of States Members of the United Nations
with regard to the dangerous situation that has arisen
through a violation of the peace, must achieve speci­
fic results. The gravity of the situation in which the
world finds itself requires decisive action,
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129. The Czechoslovak delegation therefore ex­
presses its full support for the draft resolution [AI
L.519] submitted at yesterday's [526th] meeting ofthe
General Assembly on behalf of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics by Mr. Kosygin, Chairman of the
Council of Ministers.

130. This draft resolution expresses a resolve to
maintain peace, to eliminate aggression and to defend
the sovereignty and independence of the Arab States
which have been unjustly attacked. The CzeChoslovak
delegation is convinced that immediate implementa­
tion of the measures envisaged in the USSR draft
resolution is the only way to prevent irrevocable con­
sequences, We therefore eaU on delegations, in the
name of peace and in the interest of their people's
future, to support unhesitatingly these just demands,
upon the fulfilment of which depends the maintenance
of the Organization's ability to withstaJld threats to
international security.

131. The Czechoslovak delegation, guided by the
principles of its Government's peaceful policies,
will do all in its power to ensure that the United Nations
fulfils its obligation and, in the interest of international
peace and security, helps to eliminate the dangerous
hotbed of war in the Middle East resulting from Israel's
aggression against Arab states.

132. The PRESIDENT: The Prime Minister of
Czechoslovakia waS the last speaker in the general
debate this morning.

133. As representatives are aware, I have always
tried to acquaint the membership at the earliest pos­
sible moment with any intentions which I may have
with regard to the organization of our work. There­
fore, I should like, at this stage, to inform the As­
sembly of my intention that the list of speakers in the
general debate on this item should be closed at 11
o'clock on Friday morning, 23 June, However, I should
like to consult Members on this point, and I shall be
very happy to be at their disposal between now and the
beginning of the afternoon meeting, if any representa­
tive wishes to express different views. If there are
no different views, 1t is my intention to declare, With
the consent of the Assembly, that the list will be
closed on Friday, at 11 o'clock in the morning.

134, I have one other point to make that is of some
importance to the organization of our work, Most of
the delegations that have inscribed their names on
the list of speakers in the general debate have in­
scribed them in more than one place, as they are
aware. It will help us a great deal if they will be so
kind as to decide definitely at which stage they wish to
speak. In that way. when we close the list. other repre­
sentatives will have an opportunity. at the time when
they inscribe their names, to know when they will be
given the floor. If that request is acceptable to repre­
sentatives, it will be a great help to me, In anticipation
of your co-operation, I thank you.

135, The meeting is adjourned until 3 o'clock this
afternoon.

136, I see that the representative of Baudi Arabia
wishes to speak. May I request representatives kindly
to follow the practice of this Assembly and to send a
note to the Secretariat if they wish to speak, so that
I may have a list before me. If I had had such a list

r

before me, I would have called on the representative
of Saudi Arabia. I did not know he wished to speak.
That is why I announced that the last speaker in the
general debate was the representative of Czecho­
slovakia. I call now on the representative of Saudi
Arabia.

137. Mr. BAROODY (SaUdi Arabia): Mr. President, I
do apologize for not having sent you a personal note
requesting you to give me the floor in exercise of my
right of reply. But I believe that I notified the Secre­
tariat and it must have been a mistake or an omission
on the part of the Secretariat that you were not
apprised of my wish to speak in exercise of my right
of reply.

138. I must at the outset state that Saudi Arabia is
not a remote region of the Arab world. We are as much
involved in this question as any other Arab States,
including the host countries ofthe refugees. Therefore,
we cannot let certain statements be made on this ques­
tion without replying to some distortions which we
from time to time discover in the pronouncements
of certain representatives. I would say that they may
not be intended to be distortions, but because of a lack
of sensibility or a lack of knowledge of our problem,
or for some other reason, certain things are said that
should be straightened out.

139. Before I came to this meeting of the Assembly
I had my radio on, and every quarter of an hour or
so, on different stations, we were told that none other
than our illustrious colleague, Ambassador Goldberg,
wished "to set the record straight". The American
people at large were listening to Mr. Goldberg, who,
no doubt upon instructions from his Government,
wished "to set the record straight". On our part, we
would like to familiarize the international community
with our own record, especially since I personally,
as an Arab, have lived with this question since the
year 1920-in other words, for forty-seven years. I
think that I am entitled as an Arab "to set the record
straight".

140. My good friend Mr. Goldberg is the representa­
tive of a country that lies in the new hemisphere,
which is 6,000 miles distant from the Arab homeland.
And, in fairness to his Government, I must say that
there are many other Governments which are not as
far distant as the United States from the Arab home­
land, which are situated in Europe, but which still
wish "to set the record straight". For whom do they
wish "to set the record straight"? I ask humbly, for
whom do they wish "to set the record straight"?

141. Lest you think. Sir, that I am engaging in O)'a­
tory, I shall be technical and, if my memory does not
falter-because I could not take all the notes which I
wished to take. not knowing when I would be caEed
upon to speak-I heard our good friend Ambassador
Goldberg quote from the Charter, quote in fact A1'­

ticle 1 of Chapter I. And I quote what he said: "To
develop friendly relations among nations"-and he
stopped there. All of us can quote any part of Ihe
Charter that suits us and omit the part that does not
suit us, but if Ambassador Goldberg had been indulgt'nt
enough, he could have continued and said: "... bas ad
on respect for the principle of equal rights and se. f­
determination of peoples, and to take other appropri~.te
measures to strengthen universal peace". I wond.~r
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why the representative of a friendly Power-none other
than the United States, with which we have friendly
relations and common economic illterests-did not see
fit to finish that paragraph.

142. This brings me, in my reply, to the genesis of
this question. Historically, as many of you know, and
to my sorrow, this question was created by none
other than an erstwhile imperialist Power in order
to save the interests of its possessions; and both the
Jews and the Arabs-to be more specific, the Z~onists

and the Arabs-became the victims of that policy. You
will remember thi s from your history books. but I also
remember, to my sorrow, that a secret agreement
evolved into the so-called Balfour Declaration. That
goes back to 1917. But before the Balfour Declaration
there had been a promise made to the Arabs by the
British that they could exercise their right to sel£­
determination, and the whole Middle East was subse­
quently gerrymandered into Mandates, which was only
colonization in disguise. Amongst those Mandates
was palestine. And none other than a friendly Power
was given the Mandate over Palestine.

143. I am not going to give you a panorama of the
history of those days; it is accessible to any repre­
sentative. The record of what happened is no longer
buried in the secret archives of States, for more than
fifty years have elapsed, and many memoirs and books
have been written, and anyone who wants to know the
facts can certainly have access to them. However,
President' Wilson of the United States, when he went to
Versailles-and I was in my mid-teens then-fought
for the principle of self-determination of peoples and
nations. Such were the ideals ofthe great United States
when it was not as yet a world Power. I would like my
good friend Mr. Goldberg to consult the statements
that were made by Mr. Wilson. No doubt, they are
available in the archives in Washington.

144. Why is it that the people of Lebanon, the people
of Iraq, the people of Syria, who were placed under a
Mandate, like the people of Palestine, are now enjoying
full sovereignty, whereas 80 per cent of the people of
Palestine are scattered, whilst the big Powers have
flouted the Charter? I was in San Francisco when the
Charter was adopted in 1945. The Major Powers have
flouted the principle of self-determination enshrined
in the Charter. Are the people of Palestine, the in­
digenous people of Palestine, another breed of Arabs?
No, they are not another breedof Arabs. "The Zionists
have suffered in Central Europe; we must make room
for them." At whose expense? At the expense of the in­
digenous people of Palestine, who happen to be Arabs.
Forget that they are Arabs.

145. And here you do not have to go to the archives;
you will know who wrote what. The book is entitled
Years of Trial and Hope, and it is by none other than
the former President, Mr. Harry S. Truman. I wish
my good friend Mr. Goldberg was here, but he will read
the verbatim record of what I am saying. It seems we
are playing hide-and-seek here: when the socialist
countries speak, some people vacate the Assembly hall;
and when the other countries speak, they come back into
the hall. We stay here all the time, even when the
Israeli representatives speak. I remember that Ionoe
told an African friend of mine: "You should not have

walked out when Mr. Wilson"-the British Prime
Minister-"was speaking from this rostrum," We are
here to listen to one another. But never mind; the
record speaks for itself.

146. Since Saudi Arabia 1s a part of the Arab home­
land, I should like to quote from the memoirs of Mr.
Harry Truman. I am glad he is still alive. May God
prolong his life so that he may see the suffering he
has visited on our people. I am quoting:

I
"Two weeks later, Joseph C. Grew"-and I shall

not quote everything, but do not think I take things
out of context-Ifsent me a· .. , memorandum ••• "_
that is, to the then President Truman-"informing
me that .•. 'in his meeting with King lbn Baud early
in 1945, Mr. Roosevelt promised the King that as re­
gards Palestine he would make no move hostile to
the Arab people and would not assist the Jews as
against the Arabs. '" 't2!

Further on, the memo states:

"'The Arabs, not only in Palestine' "-mark my
words here-" 'but throughout the whole Near East,
have made no secret of their hostility to Zionism,
and their Governments say that it would be impos­
sible to restrain them from rallying with arms, in
defanse of what they consider to be an Arab country.
We know that President Roosevelt"'-may God rest
his soul in peace-"'understood this clearly, for as
recently as Maroh 3, after his trip to the Near East,
he told an offioer of the Depal'tment that, in his
opinion, a Jewish state in Palestine (the ultimate
Zionist aim) could be established and maintained only
by military force.'" 'i/

That is part of the memo. The memoirs of Mr. Truman
speak for themselves.

147. I quote Mr. Truman again. He said this:

"The Zionists, on the other hand, were impatiently
making my immediate objeotive more difficult to
obtain. They wanted more than just easier immigra­
tion practices. They wanted the American Govern­
ment to support their aim of a JeWish state in
Palestine." ~

These memoirs are more eloquent than poor Baroody' s
words.

148. We are not engaging here in oratory; we are
dealing with a tragedy which has been visited on the
indigenous people of Palestine. And h~re again, allow
me to quote from Mr. Truman's memoirs. I wish my
good friend Ambassador Goldberg were here. Of
course, he is busy doing something else. We are all
busy every now and then. But as I say, let me quote
from Mr. Truman's memoirs:

"Meanwhile, the Jewish extremists in Palestine
were continuing their terrorist activities., And top
Jewish leaders in the United States were putting
all sorts of pressure on me to commit American
power"-which. parenthetically, they are still doing

Y Harry S. Truman, Memolr5, vol. 11. Years of Trial and Hope
(Garden City, N.Y.. Doubleday and Co.. 1956), p. 133.

2.1 ibid.
!,Qj Ibid., p. 140.



General Assembly - Fifth Emergency Special Session - Plenary Meetings14

now-"to commit American power and forces on be­
half of the Jewish aspirations in palestine.,,!!J

149. I am getting to the end of the quotations. These
quotations are very explicit and they throw light on
how the artificial state of Israel waS foisted onto the
indigenous people of Palestine and, how those European
colonialists used a noble religion, none other than
Judaism, as a motivation for their political ends.

150. Again, may I quote from Mr. Truman' s memoirs:

"The facts were that not only were there pressure
movements around the United Nations"-

jf Baroody were to tell you, "I waS there, and there
were pressures ", it would be said, "Oh, he is an
Arab. He has to say that." But this is Mr. Truman:

"The facts were that not only were there pressure
movements around the United Nations unlike any­
thing that had been seen there before, but that the
White House, too," -the White House-"was subj ected
to a constant barrage. I do not think I ever had as
much pressure and propaganda aimed at the White
House as I had in this instance. The persistence of
a few of the extreme Zionist leaders-actuated by
polit~cal motives and engaging in political threats"­
threats- IIdisturbed and annoyed me."-Poor Mr.
Truman, how annoyed he was-"80me were even
suggesting that we pressure sovereign nations into
favourable votes in the General Assembly." !Y

Which finally he did. And, we Arabs are supposed to
stay quiet, to come here and act out a play, to play a
game of legal niceties and qUibblings. But here it is,
in this book.

151. This is all? I think I lost a mark, but good
enough, it is getting late.

152. So this is how the State of Israel was created,
was foisted onto the Arabs' homeland.

153. Governments are not abstractions: they are
made up of politicians and statesmen. Politicians
and statesmen make mistakes. But as we say in
Arabic, the better part of jUdgement Is to correct a
mistake. After the lapse of twenty years, have certain
Western Powers corrected their mistake? No. I am
not going to embarrass anyone, because I would like
to respect everyone's dignity, but we know here that
in a certain country-and you do not have to stretch
your imagination too much to be sure which one it
is-that in a certain Western country-and I am quoting
from certain information Ihave-both of the candidates
for the office of President stated in their election ap­
peals that if elected, they would use the armed forces
of their country to protect the political independence
and the territorial integrity of Israel,

154. After twenty years of injustice, in the wake of
the dissolution of the British Empire, somebody, we
are told, had to fill the vacuum, and with the result
that armed forces are noW used against the Arabs.

155. I have been accosted outside in the corridors
and they have said to me, "Baroody, you are a
monarchist. How can you salute Mr. Kosygin?" I said,
"What is wrong with Mr. Kosygin? He is a gentleman."

!!./lbid., p. 153.

!Y Ibid., p. 158.

And I have known Mr. Gromyko since 1945, and he is
another gentleman. His ideology is his and my ideology
is mine. We are human beings. We are sitting here
and we have been working together. Sometimes we
have not seen eye to eye, but we do co-operate once
in a while with one another. The communists have
done nothing wrong to Saudi Arabia. We may have
different outlooks. They still ask me, "How can you
speak with Mr. Kosygin? He is a communist, a so­
cialist, and you are a monarchist. n But the inter­
rogators forget how the great Winston Churchill
allied himself with the communists-andhe , Churchill,
was quite an imperialist. And when he was asked,
"How is it that we, a colonial Power, ally ourselves
with the communists?", he replied, "I will ally myself
with the devil in order to beat the NaZis." With the
devil himself. I do not know whether the devil can be
seen anywhere here.

156. But even if the Soviet Union sees the injustice
that was perpetrated on the Arabs, then we are told,
"Oh, Communism should be like cholera to the Arabsj
Communism is like the plague. Keep away from the
Soviet Union."

157. Well, the trouble stems not from Communism
but from power politiGs.

158. Another great Western Power and its satellites­
I do not like to use that word, "satellite tr, because I
do not think any great Power has satellites, but that
is the terminology that has been used, erroneously­
another great Western Power and its satellites sup­
port the artificial state of Israel in the face of a
hundred million Arabs, in the face of six hundred
million Muslims. Muslims? What have the Muslims
to do with this issue? Well, the Israelis hoisted a
flag on the minaret of a mosque. I have read Schlum­
berger. I have read many authors on the Crusades,
Western authors, and according to them, even the
Crusaders respected the places of worship of Islam,
even though they were pushed to fight, for three cen­
turies, wars against the so-called infidels. We are
the infidels. Things have not changed. Sartorially they
have changed, but inside people are still the same.

159, I am exercising my right of reply to our good
friend and my colleague, Ambassador Goldberg, be­
cause, after all, Saudi Arabia is part and parcel of
the Arab homeland; you cannot rule us out because
we are a peninsula. The leader of Saudi Arabia
made certain declarations only three or four weeks
ago when he was in Europe. I happened to be with
him part of the time. He said: "We have nothing
against our JeWish brethren. We are here contending
with a colonial movement"-I am paraphrasing of
course-"that is trying to subdue us and make in­
cursions in our midst."

160. I think it was the correspondent ofthe Washington
Post who, last summer, asked the King at the Waldorf
Astoria: "When do you think, Your Majesty, that there
will be peace with Israel?" He replied, "When Israel
as a State"-not as Mr. Eban tried to say, that we are
trying to destroy the Jews-"ceases to exist; then
there will be peace in the Holy Land".

161. The keynote of Ambassador Goldberg's speech
was peace and the mutual recognition of the political
independence and the territorial integrity of all coun-
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tries. How can peace be achieved? There is a genuine
peace and there is a bogus peace; there is an artifi­
cial peace and there is an imposed peace. There are
all kinds of peace: the peace of the grave for the in­
digenous people of Palestine, the peace of exiling them
from their homeland, forgetting that the United Nations
flouted the Charter in 1947 because of the pressures
that were brought by Mr. Truman on a number of
sovereign states sitting in Lake Success.

162. 1 attended the 1947 session when Mr. Truman
called the President of a sovereign state and told
him, "You will not receive further aid if you do not
vote for the partition of Palestine". That was in 1947
in a special session-this does not augur well for the
Arabs as this is 1967. Mr. Truman called the Presi­
dent of another sovereign State and told him, "If you
want to be on good terms with my country, you have
to vote for partition". There was another representa­
tive whose name 1 do not wish to mention; he is dead
now, but he was the Foreign Minister of his country.
We were having lunch in the Wedgewood Room at the
Waldorf Astoria in 1947, and 1 just can picture him
before me. He said, "Mr. Truman has the power; his
country has emerged as a great Power. If we do not
do what he wants, he makes us pay a heavy price."

163. This is how self-determination was flouted in
the United Nations in 1947. We are talking today only
about a link in a long chain of incidents. What kind of
peace do our friends want us to have in the Arab home­
land: peace by compulsion or the shaky peace of an
armistice? The Palestinian Arabs say: "How can we
make peace if we are outside of our homeland"­
I am talking of the indigenous people of Palestine.
You know that in the Koran it says that even in religion
there is no compulsion. Is peace to be imposed on the
Arab world by the successors of Mr. Truman? If there
are a few Governments here and there which find them­
selves so subdued, then, by Jove, they will not last long,
they will be liqUidated by the Arab people.

Mr. Rossides (Cyprus), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

164. Do you think that '1 would be happy if Arab
Governments were toppled? All the Arabs are my
brothers, and I happen to be a member of an Arab
Government. Do you think that this is easy for me,
one who has been committed to the United Nations for
twenty years and who has worked for peace in my
humble way, like anyone of you here? No, 1 would not
be very happy. I would not want to tread on an ant if
I saw one. But Baroody reflects the tenor, the feelings
and the sentiments of the people of Saudi Arabia and,
with the permission of my brothers here, the people
of the Arab nation at large. There would be lulls of
false tranquility, whilst might would be wielded by
those who could exeJ.;cise it. When this happened, there
would be a new eruption and a new explosion.

165. Sometimes diplomats here-including my good
friend Mr. Goldberg-try not to see the picture in all
its perspective. This question has lived with me for
forty-seven years. In another organ of the United
Nations 1 once said that 1 was not a Palestinian when
a suggestion had been made that 1 was. But every
Arab is a Palestinian when it comes to robbing the
indigenous people of Palestine of their homeland. If

he does not feel like a Palestinian, he is considered
a traitor and is spat upon; nobody likes to be spat
upon. Those are the facts: take them or leave them.

166. When my Deputy Foreign Minister comes-and
he is due here tonight-I have no doubt that in his inter­
vention he will make a study of the whqle problem.
I am only giving you a little dressing now. Some have
falsely claimed that the Arabs are Jew-baiters. Are
they? Who protected the Jews throughout their his­
tory? The Mediterranean people who are human, did
and the Arabs belong to the Mediterranean basin. Who
were the Jew-baiters? Look into the history books.
The Inquisition pitted Christian against Christian and
Christian against Jew and if there was no Jew, they
would invent one and kill him. That happened in Europe
and it is not in the Arab or Latin American tradition
to kill Jews. You have only to look at Latin America,
at Brazil, at Argentina and Mexico where the white
elements have co-mingled with the natives. The people
in certain parts of Europe are a breed unto them­
selves; it is as if they were made from a special
mould. The Latin Americans are different. Many of
them look like Arabs. They have heart. I do not think
that the Latin Americans and the Arabs have a
monopoly on fine sentiments, but it happens that they
are tolerant because they have suffered, and tolerance
has become one of their traditions as is manifest in
their history. It seems that with all the economic
progress of the Western Powers, these Powers have
not suffered enough, in spite of two world wars. They
are merely children in history, in civilization and in
culture, going back only a few centuries.

167. We may have lost our material power, but the
power of the spirit is still in us. Our dignity is more
important than our pockets, than our money. The
Western Powers do not think that this is true of us.
Everything seems to be money nowadays. How much
have you got? A dastardly act has been perpetrated on
the Arabs. The injustice of it is immaterial. Con­
demning Israel. Huh! Israel has been condemned time
and again. It does not heed what it did. It knows who
stands behind it, Twenty-siX per cent of the Arab
territory beyond the armistice line of twenty years
ago, was annexed. Did Israel obey the resolutions of
the United Nations? Huh! Not Israel, it knows who
stands behind it.

168. This morning 1 received a very touching tele­
gram from Sephardim Jews asking me to use my good
offices with my Arab brothers, wherever there were
some Sephardim Jews, to see to it that they are not
hurt. But .if any of those Sephardim Jews were hurt,
it would be perhaps because of the mobs which some­
times cannot be controlled by Governments. And whose
victims would they be? The victims of the Arabs or
the victims of the Zionists who created this feud be­
tween us and Zionism? As I was coming today, some­
one spoke to me in Arabic. He told me, "1 am the
correspondent of an Arabic newspaper, Al..Hayat,"
AI-Hayat means "life", it is a Beirut newspaper. I
said, IlWhat is your name, my son?" He said, III am
Mizrahi." 1 said, "Come now, shake hands with me."
He is an Arab Jew. He told me, nr speak With you in
Arabic." I said, tlDo you know Hebrew? Il He said,
"Only a few words." These are our brothers, the
Mizrahis in Beirut.

---------","",
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169. "We are the arch enemies of the Jews." Who
says that? The European Jews say that for the axe they
grind. Not all of them. I know many European Jews
who are non-Zionists, mind you. I must make this dis­
tinction. These non-Zionist Jews are honourable
people, as honourable as anyone of us, and as dis­
honourable as many of us, too. No, the Arabs refuse
to have the peace of the grave.

170. And none other than the President of the United
States enunciated five principles which are reflected
in the draft resolution of the United States. These
points read very well, but in practice, I am afraid
those points are indeed difficult to implement. One
point deals with the recogni zed 11 right of national life 11 ,

What about the national life of the indigenous people
of Palestine? That is national life. Do the native
Palestinians no longer belong to the area? 11 They should
be resettled," we are told. Suppose they retort: "We
wish to go back to our homes." Why should any im­
perialist Power J western or eastern, northern or
southern, prevent them from so doing?

171. "Justice for the refugees" is another point.
Justice by what means? By giving them food? Seven
cents a day to live on? Maybe that will be raised to
eight cents, because now the eyes of many of our
friends are lachrymose; they shed tears and can
afford to be charitable. They are good people here
in the United States. I have been receiving mail I can­
not keep track of. say What a dastardly act was dealt
to the Palestinian people who have been chased out of
their country. The humanitarian Mr. Truman did it.
When he knew that the World War was almost over, he
ordered atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Naga­
saki. Humanity is indivisible. He cannot be inhuman to
the Japanese and human to the Zionists. Likewise, you
and I cannot be kind to one person and unkind to another
and still be called kind. Kindness and humanity are
indivisible.

172. "Innocent maritime passage" is another point.
Passage to where? To Elath that was annexed by the
Zionists? The whole area was annexed. Why did not
the imperialist Western Powers counsel the artificial
State of Israel to resort to the International Court of
Justice for a recommendation on this point? No, Israel,
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the pet child of the imperialist Western Powers must
be cajoled. No court of law is needed.

173. "Limits on the wasteful and destructive arms
race 11 is yet another point. Who started the arms race
in our part ofthe world? When Israel was transplanted,
what happened? The Western Powers began to send
arms to it. Of course, the Arabs cannot stand by with
arms folded. They began to arm themselves too. I
wish all were Gandhi and used Satyagraha (boycott). But
they were not Gandhi, Gandhi is a product of India.
I, myself, would prefer the Satyagraha. But who am I?
It is the Arab people that count, not Baroody or the
Secretary-General, or our illustrious President.

174. "Political independence and territorial integrity
for all." This is the last point. What does it imply?
The artificial State of Israel is there to stay, whether
you like it or not, we are told. Bang your head on the
walls, Arabs. This is not rudely said, but they find
a polite way of saying it. I wish I could see such a
dream come true as is envisaged by the President of
a very friendly country-and I am speaking now of
Saudi Arabia.

175. But one thing I wish all Western countries would
do: take Zionism out of their domestic affairs. Zionism
has marshalled the mass media of information in all
the Western countries, without exception. Zionism,
furthermore, has wormed itself into the heart of
Western institutions in order to assert its own will.
I do not say this with hatred or rancour. I pity the
Zionists because there will be a day of reckoning, not
from the Arabs, because we have an Arab proverb
which says: "God always has mercy upon a person
when he knows his limits and does not go beyond them."

176. The Zionists know no limits, and lieel sorry for
those of them who are innocent, because one day-and I
hope I will not be alive-they will be made scapegoats
in none other than Western countries. We have seen
that before.

177. I invoke the mercy of God and His compassion
so that a real peace, not the peace of the grave and
not the peace of compulsion, may prevail among all
men.

The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.
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