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ever, the symbolic significanceof the date suggestedfor the withdrawal of
Israeli occupationforces from territories occupiedin 1967 requiredthat it be
retainedas a reminder of the urgency of a peacefulsolution under the �a�~�s�p�i�c�e�s

of the United Nations particularly on the basis of resolutionsunanimouslyadopted
but not yet implemented. The Committee stressesthat events over the past year
have again indicatedthe urgency of a sOlution. Indeed, the Committer: feels that,
had a start been made on the implementationof the recommendations,conflict in
the areamight have been avoided.

56. The Committee consideredthat a continuationof its eflorts would contribute
to a wider understandingof the just causesof the Palestinifu" people and hence
to the implementationof its recommendations,especiallyif the rarious sectors
of the United Nations systemcontinuedto act in concert to promote their
implementationby peacefulmeans.

57. The Committeewas of the opinion that positive action by the Security Council
on the recommendationsendorsedby the GeneralAssembly could createthe necessary
�~�o�n�d�i�t�i�o�n�s for a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

58. The Committee recommendsthat the GeneralAssembly should urge the Security
Council to be guided constantlyby the basic principles relating to the problem
of Palestinewithin the Middle East situation. Theseprinciples are:

(a) The questionof Palestineis at the heart of the problem of the Middle
East and consequentlyno solution to the Middle East problem could be
envisagedwithout taking into account the rights of the Palestinianpeople;

(b) The realizationof the inalienable rights of the Palestinianpeople to
return to their homes and to self-determination,independenceand national
sovereigntywould contribute to a solution of the crisis in the Middle East;

(c) The participation of the PalestineLiberation Organization,the
representativeof the Palestinianpeople, on an equal footing with all other
parties on the basis of GeneralAssembly resolutions3236 (XXIX) and 3375 (XXX)
is indispensablein all efforts, deliberationsand conferenceson the Middle
East undertaken�~�d�e�r the auspicesof the United Nations.

(d) The inadmissibility of the acquisitionof territory by force and the
�o�~�l�i�g�a�t�i�o�n which devolved on Israel to withdraw completely and quickly from
all territory so occupied.
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ANNEX*

Recommendationsof the Committee endorsedby the
General Assembly at its thirty-first session

I. BASIC CONSIDERATIONS AND GUIDELINES

59. The questionof Palestineis at the heart of the Middle East problem, and,
consequently,the Committee stressesits belief that no solution in the Middle East
can be envisagedwhich does not fully take into account the legitimate aspirations
of the Palestinianpeople.

60. The legitimate and inalienablerights of the Palestinianpeopleto return to
their hOInes and property and to achieve self-determination,national independence
and sovereigntyare endorsedby the Committee in the conviction that the full
implementationof theserights will contributedecisively to a comprehensiveand
final settlementof the Middle East crisis•

61. The participationof the PalestineLiberation Organization,the
representativeof the Palestinianpeople, on an equal footing with other parties,
on the basis of Genera] Assembly resolutions3236 (XXIX) and 3375 (XXX) is
indispensablein all efforts, deliberationsand conferenceson the Middle East
which are held under the auspicesof the United Nations.

62. The Committeerecalls the fundamentalprinciple of the inadmissibility of the
acquisitionof territory by force and stressesthe consequentobligation for
completeand speedyevacuationof any territory so �o�c�~�u�p�i�e�d�.

63. The Committee considersthat it is the duty and the responsibilityof all
concernedto enablethe Palestiniansto exercisetheir inalienablerights.

64. The Committee recommendsan expandedand more influential role by the United
Nations and its organs in promoting a just solution to the questionof Palestine
and in the implementationof such a solut ion. The Security Council �~ in particular,
should take appropriateaction to facilitate the exerciseby the Palestiniansof
their right to return to their homes, landE\ and propf;:ri;y. The Committee•
furthermore, urges the Security Council to promote action towards a. just solution,
taking into account all the powers conferredon it by the Charter of the United
Nations.

65. It is with this perspectivein view and on the basisof the numerous
resolutionsof the United Nations, after due considerationof all the facts,
proposalsand suggestionsadvancedin the courseof its �d�e�l�i�b�e�r�a�t�i�o�n�s�~ that the
Committee submits its �~�e�c�o�m�m�e�n�d�a�t�i�o�n�s on the modalities for the implementationof
the exerciseof the inalienablerights of the Palestinianpeople.

* Previously issuedas annex I of Official Recordsof the General �A�s�s�e�m�b�l�y�~

Thirty-second�S�e�s�s�i�o�n�.�~�S�u�p�p�l�e�m�e�n�t No. 35 (A/32/35).

I
I
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II. THE RIGHT OF RETURN

66. The natural and inalier.able right 'of Palestiniansto return to their,homesis
recognizedby resoluti0n194 tIll), which the GeneralAssembly has reaffirmed
almost every year since its adoption. This right was also unanimouslyrecognized
by the Security Council in its resolution 237 (1967); the time for the urgent
implementationof these �r�e�s�o�l�u�~�i�o�n�s is long overdue.

67. Without prejudice to the right of all Palestiniansto return to their homes,
lands and property, the Committeeconsidersthat the programmeof implementation,
of the exercise.ofthis right may be �c�a�r�~�i�e�d out in two phases:

PhasE:Qne

68. The first phase involves the .return to their homes of the Palestinians
displacedas a result of the war of June1967. The Committee recommendsthat:

(i) The Security COlillcil should requestthe immediate implementationof its
resolution 237 (1967) and that such implementationshould not be related
to any other condition;

(ii) The resourcesof the InternationalCommitteeof the Red Cross (ICRC)
and/or of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugeesin the Near East, suitably financed and ma.ndated,may be
�~�~�p�l�o�y�e�d to assist in the solution of any logistical problems involved
in the resettlementof those returning to their homes. These agencies
could also assist, in co-operationwith the host countriesand the
PalestineLiberation Organization, in the identification of the
displacedPalestinians.

Phasetl-1O

69. The secondphasedeals with the return to their homes of the Palestinians
displaced�b�e�t�w�e�e�~ 1948 and 1967. The Committee recommendsthat:

(i) Hhile the first phaseis being implemented,the United Nations in
co-operationwith the Statesdirectly involved, and the Palestine
Liberation Organizationas the interim representativeof the Palestinian
entity, should proceedto make che necessaryarrangementsto enable
Palestiniansdisplacedbetween1948·and 1967 to exercisetheir right to
return to their homes and property, in accordancewith �'�~�h�e relevant
United Nations resolutions,�p�a�r�t�i�c�u�~�a�r�l�y GeneralAssembly resolution
194 (III);

(ii) Palestiniansnot choosingto return to their homes should be paid just
and equitablecompensationas provided for in resolution194 (Ill).

III. THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION, NATIONAL
11IDEPENDENCEAND SOVEREIGNTY

70. The Palestinianpeople has the inherent right to self-determination,national
independenceand sovereigntyin Palestine. The Committee considersthat the
evacuationof the territories occupiedby force and in violation of the principles
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of the Charter and relevant resolutionsof the United Natiops is a conditio sine
qua non for the exerciseby the, Palestinianpeople of its inalienablerights of >

Palestiniansto their homes and property and ,vith the establishmentof an
inctependentPalestinianentity, the Palestinian�'�P�~�o�p�l�e will be able to exerciseits
rights to self-determinationand to decide its form of governmentwithout e..xternal
interference.

71. The Committeealso feels that the United Nations has an historical duty and
responsibilityto render all assistancenecessaryto promote the economic
developmentand �p�r�o�s�p�~�r�i�t�y of the Palestinianentity.

72. To theseends, the Committee recommendsthat:

(a) A time-table should be establishedby the Security Council for the
completewithdrawal by Israeli occupationforces from those areasoccupiedin 1967;
such withdrawal should be completedno later t:ran 1 June1977; .

(b). The Security Council may need to provide temporarypeace-keepingforces
in �o�r�d�e�~ to facilitate the processof withdrawal;

(c) Israel should be requestedby the Security Council �~�D desist from the
establishmentof new settlementsand to withdraw during this period from
settlementsestablishedsince1967 in the occupiedterritories. Arab property and
all essentialservicesin theseareas should be. maintainedintact;

(d) Israel should also be requested to abide scrupulouslyby the provJ.sJ.ons
of the GenevaConventionreiative to the Protectionof Civilian Personsin Time of
War, of 12 August 1949, and to declare,pending its speedywithdrawal from these
territories, its recognitionof the applicability of that Convention;

(e) The evacuatedterritories, with all property and servicesintact, should
be taken over by the United Nations, which with the co-operationof the. Leagueof
Arab States,will subsequentlyhand over theseevacuatedareasto the Palestine
Liberation Organizationas the representativeof the Palestinianpeople;

(f) The Un5ted Nations should, if necessary,assist in establishing
communicationsbetweenGaza and the West Bank;

(g) As soon as the independentPalestinianentity has been established,the
United Nations, in co-operationwith the Statesdirectly involved and the
Palestinianentity, should, taking into account GeneralAssembly resolution
3375 (XXX), make further arrangementsfor the full implementationof the
inalienablerights of the Palestinianpeople, the resolutionof outstanding
problems and the establishmentof a just and lasting peacein the region, in
accordancewith a+l relevantUnited Nations resolutions;

(h) The United Nations should provide the economic and technical assistance
necessaryfor the consolidationof the Palestinian�e�~�t�i�t�y�.

-15-
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

15 September1981

Sir,

I have the honour to·encloseherewith the report of the Oommltteeon the
Exerciseof the InalienableRights of the PalestinianPeoPlefor submissionto the
General Assembly in accordancewith paragraph3 of resolution 35/169 C.

Accept, Sir, the assurancesof my highestconsideration.

,
(Signed) MassambaSARRE

Chairmanof the Committee
on the Exerciseof the InalienableRights

of the PalestinianPeople
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His Excellency
Mr. Kurt Waldheim
�S�e�c�r�e�t�a�r�~�-�G�e�n�e�r�a�l of the United Nations
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Committeeon the Exerciseof the InalienableRights of the Palestinian
People,originally composedof 20 membersand l.ater enlargedto 23, !I was
establishedby the GeneralAssembly in resolution 3376 .(XXX) on 10 November 1975.
Its first report, £I submitted to the GeneralAssembly at its thirty-first session,
containedthe recommendationsof the Committeedesignedto enable the Palestinian
people to exerciseits inalienablerights as·recognizedand defined by the General
Assembly.

2. The Committee'srecommendationswere first endorsedby the GeneralAssemblyat
its thirty-first sessionas a basis for the solution of the questionof Palestine.

3. In its subsequentreports to the GeneralAssemblyat its thirty-second,�~
thirty-third, Y thirty-fourth if and thirty-fifth §/ sessions,the Committee
retainedits recommendationsunchanged,and on eachoccasionthey were again
endorsedby the GeneralAssembly which reviewed and renewedthe mandateof the
Committee after thorough consideraFionof its report.

4. Despite repeatedurgings by tAe �C�o�~�i�t�t�e�e�, its recommendationshave not yet
been acted upon by the SecurityCouncil, nor have they been implemented. The
situation in the occupiedterritoriesarising from Israeli practices.remains
extremely tensewith frequent eruptionsof violence and armed conflict. The
Committeeconsequentlyrecommended,in terms of its mandate, the conveningof an
emergencyspecial sessionof the GeneralAssembly to consider the matter. This was
held from 22 to 29 July 1980. By 112 votes to 7, with 24 abstentions,the General
Assembly, at its' seventhemergencyspecial session,requestedand authorizedthe
Secretaqr-General,in consultation,as appropriate,with the Committee, to take the
necessarymeasurestowards the implementationof the recommendationsas a basis for
the solution of the questionof Palestine (resolutionES-7/2 of 29 July 1980).

Y The Committee is composedof the following members: Afghanistan, Cuba,
Cyprus, GermanDemocraticRepublic, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia,
Lao People'sDemocratic RepUblic, Madagascar,Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Nigeria,
Pakistan,Romania, Senegal,Sierra Leone, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet
SOcialist Republic and Yugoslavia.

1I Official Recordsof the GeneralAssembly, ThirtY-first Session,
SupplementNo. 35 (A/3l/35).

�~ !2!!!., Thirty-secondSession,SupplementNo. 35 (A/32/35).

Y �~�.�, Thirty-third Session,SupplementNo. 35 (A/33/35 and Corr.l).

§! �~�.�, Thirty-fourth Session,SUpplementNo. 35 (A/34/3S and Corr.l).

§.! �~�.�, Thirty-fifth Session,SUpplementNo. 35 (A/35/35).
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I I • MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE

5. The presentmandateof the Committeewas specified in paragraphs2 and 3 of
GeneralAssembly resolution 35/169 C, paragraph2 of resolution 35/169 D and
paragraph2 of resolutionES-7/3. By thoseparagraphsthe GeneralAssembly:

(a) Requestedthe Committee to keep the situation relating to the questionof
Palestineunder review and to report and make suggestionsto the GeneralAssembly
or to the Security COuqcil as may be appropriate,

(b) Authorized the Committee to continue to exert all efforts to promote the
implementationof its recommendations,to send delegationsor representativesto
internationalconferenceswhere such representationwould be consideredby it to be
appropriateand to report thereon to the GeneralAssembly at its thirty-sixth
sessionand thereafter,

(0) Requestedthe Secretary-Generalto ensurethat the Special Unit would, in
consultationwith the COmmittee, continue to dischargethe tasks detailed in
paragraph1 of General Assembly resolution 32/40 B and paragraph2 (b) of
resolqtion 34/65 D,

(d) Requestedthe COmmittee to study thoroughly the reasonsfor the refusal
of Israel to comply with the relevantUnited Nations resolutions,particularly
resolution 31/20 of 24 November 1976, in which the GeneralAssembly endorsedthe
recommendationsof the COmmittee and the numerousresolutionsdemandingthe
withdrawal of Israel from the occupiedPalestinianand other Arab territories,
including Jerusalem,and to submit the study to the "Assembly.

-2-
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III • ORGANIZATION OF WORK

A. Election of officers

6. From Januaryto April 1981 the COmmittee retained �~�t�s bureau from 1980 on
a provisional basisuntil the new officers were elected.

7. At its 65th meeting, on 4 May 1981, the committeeelectedthe following
officers:

the
)

) be

, in

Chairman:

Vice-Chairmen:

Rapporteur:

,
Mr. MassambaSARRE (Senegal)

Mr. Raul ROA-KOURI (Cuba)
Mr. Farid ZARIF (Afghanistan)

Mr. Victor J. GAOCI (Malta)

B. �p�a�r�t�i�c�i�p�a�t�i�o�l�~ in the work of the Committee

8. The Committee reconfirmed that those StatesMembersof the :'Jnited Nations and
PermanentObserversto the United Nations which wished to participatein the work
of the COmmittee as observerscould do so, and it againwelcomed in that' capacity
Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,Mauritania, the syrian
Arab Republic, Viet Nam, the Leagueof Arab States,the Organizationof the Islamic
Conferenceand the PalestineLiberation �~�r�g�a�n�i�z�a�t�i�o�n�, which continued in 1981
to participatein the work of the COmmittee.

9. In order to encouragethe contributionof all sectorsof opinion to its work,
the Committeeauthorizedthe Chairman, as it had done in 1976 and 1977, to request
the SecretarY-Generalagain to invite all StatesMembersof the United Nations,
membersof the specializedagenciesand regional intergovernmentalorganizations
which were not alreadyparticipating in the work of the Committee, to do SQ if they
so wished, either as observersor by oral or written communicationof any
suggestionsand proposalswhich they considereduseful to �b�~�~ work of the
Committee. This invitation was to be brought to the particular attentionof all
those Statesdirectly interestedid the Middle East situationand �~�e membersof
the SecurityCouncil, especially its permanentmembers. At their ,request,Morocco
and the United Arab Emiratesalso participatedin the work of the:Committeeas
observersfrom 10 July 1981. I

C. Re-establishmentof the working Group (Task Force)

10. The Committeeonce again unanimouslydecided that the working Group (Task
Force) which it had establishedin 1977 should continue to function in order to
facilitate the work of the Committee by: (a) keeping up to date with events which
affect the work of the COmmittee and suggestingaction which the Committeecould

-3-
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usefully undertake,and (b) assistingthe Committee in any other specific
assignmentrelated to its wor.k. The following were reappointedmembersof
the WOrking Group: Malta (Chairman), Afghanistan,Cuba, Guinea, Guyana, India,
senegal,TUnisia and, as representativesof the peopledirectly concerned,the
PalestineLiberation Organization. In addition, the GermanDemocratic Republic
continued to serveon the Working Group during the period of its term of membership
of the SecurityCouncil.
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IV. ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMITTEE

A. Action taken in accordancewith paragraphs2 and 3
of GeneralAssembly reiolution 35/169 C

1. Reaction to developmentsin the occupied territories

11. The committeeclosely followed developmentsin the occupied territories and 00
severaloccasionsauthorizedits Chairmanto communicateto the Secretary-General
and to the Presidentof the SecurityCouncil its concernat the Israeli
Government'spracticesand policies in those territories.

12. on every occasionin which the Governmentof Israel" took any action which, in
the opinion of the Committee, was in violation of internationallaw and General
Assembly and securityCouncil resolutions,such actionswere invariably brought to
the attentionof the Secretary-Generaland the"Presidentof the Security COuncil.
These lettersdealt with illegal Israeli settlementsin the occupied territories,
the expropriationby the Israeli authoritiesof vast areasof Arab-owned land, and
other violations of the rights of the Palestinianpeople.

13. The COmmittee regrettedthat the COmmissionestablishedby the Security
Council under resolution 446 (1979) to examine the situation relating to
settlementsin the Arab territoriesoccupiedsince 1967, including Jerusalem,had
not been active during the year and expressedthe hope that it would be duly
reconstitutedin order to enable it to continue the important work it had done in
the past two years, always with the fullest co-operationof the Committee.

14. The Chairmandrew the attentionof the secretary-Generaland the Presidentof
the SecurityCouncil to the latestdevelopmentsin the caseof the Mayors of Hebron
and Halhoul and the ShariaJudgeof Hebron who were arbitrarily expelled by the
Israeli military authorities from their respectivecities, and requestedthat these
eminent, electedleadersbe permitted to return to their cities and to participate
in the appealof their cases. This letter, dated 29 September1980, was circulated
as documentA/35/513-S/l4209.

t

15. On behalf of the COmmittee, the Chairmansubsequentlyagain expressedhis
gravestconcernat the further defianceby Israel of internationalopinion and of
resolutions468 (1980) and 469 (1980) of the SecurityCouncil concerning the case
of the Mayors of Hebron and Halhoul. He noted that it behoved �t�h�~�" international
community to proteststrongly against theseillegal actions by the Israeli
authoritiesand to insist that the Mayors should be permitted to return to their
homes and families. The Chairmanreiteratedthe Committee'sposition on this case
in the strongestterms on 9 December1980. The first letter dated 24 OCtober 1980
was circulatedas documentA/35/565-S/l4235, the secondwas circulatedas document
A/35/740-S/14292.
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16. The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, conveyed the Committee'sgrave
concernat those stepsby Israel which were undoubtedlyaimed at strengtheningits
annexationof the occupiedPalestinianterritories in flagrant violation of
internationallaw, world public opinion and General Assembly and SecurityCouncil
resolutions. The Chairmanalso stressedthat further urgent action neededto be
taken by the united Nations, and in particular by the SecurityCouncil, to call the
attentionof Israel to the danger inherent in such policies of annexationand the
overduenecessity, for its immediate and completewithdrawal from the illegally
occupied territories. This letter dated 27 February1981 was circulatedas
documentA!36/ll4-S/l4389.

17. The Chairmanalso conveyedto the Secretary-Generaland the Presidentof the
Security Council, a.copyof a documentby Mattityahu Drobles, of the World zionist
Organization,dated September1980 and entitled "Settlement in Judeaand Samaria­
Strategy,policy and plans". He pointedout that according to reliable
information, �~�~�e report had been adoptedby the Governmentof Israel in
January1981. Perusalof the document,he added, left no doubt of Israel's
intention to annex the Arab territories it had illegally occupied, and that the
"autonomy" that Israel envisagesfor those occupied territories would not apply to
the territories but only to the "Arab population thereof". The Chairman stressed
that the report spokeof lands being seizedright away for the purposeof
establishingsettlementsand cutting off the Arab population in order to make it
difficult for it to form a territorial and political continuity. He also noted
that plans appearedto be in hand to establish12 to 15 additional settlementsper
annumover the next five years, with an intended increaseof the Jewish population
by 120,000 to 150,000. This letter dated 19 June 1981 was circulatedas document
A/36/34l-S/l4566.

18. The report on the Israeli Government'sannouncedintention of building a canal
acrossthe Gaza strip linking the Dead sea to the Mediterraneanwas of particular
concern to the Committee. The Chairman, on behaif of the Committee, stressedthat
the project, fraught with consequencesfor the future and the statusof the Gaza
strip, constituteda violation of United Nations resolutionsand a challengeto
world public opinion. He also added that, on this occasion, Israel did not even
claim the �p�f�~�t�e�x�t as it had often done in the past, that it was undertakingthe
project for reasonsof security. This letter dated 7 April 1981 was circulatedas
documentA/36/177-S/14430. .

19. By letter dated 8 May 1981, the Chairmanalso conveyedthe seriousconcernof
the Committeeat the situationcreatedby the �a�c�t�~�o�f aggression�c�o�~�i�t�t�e�d by
Israel in Lebanon. The attacksperpetratedon severaloccassionsby Israel against
Palestinianrefugeecamps in Lebanonhad causedthe deathof severalPalestinian
civilians. He added that it was vital to draw the attentionof Israel to the
dangersinvolved in the acts committed against the Palestinianpeople in Lebanon.
This letter was circulatedas documentA/36/237-S/l4477. SUbsequentevents led to
the sendingof a delegationto Beirut by·,the Committee whic;:h determinedthe extent
of the damageand loss of life in the Lebanon. This is reflected in the
delegation'sreport.
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20. The Israeli ban on the channelingof Arab funds directed for assistanceto
Palestiniansin the occupiedPalestinianterritories through the Joint Committee
for the OCcupiedTerritories in Amman was of particular concern to the Committee.
The Acting Chairmanconsequentlyconveyedthe Committee'sseriousconcernand
strong protest. This letter dated 24 August 1981 was circulatedas document
A/36/449-S/14641.

21. On 17 September1981, at the requestof the Committee, the Chairmanconveyed
to the Secretary-Generaland to the Presidentof the Security Council the
Committee'sgravestconcernat Israel'scontinuing excavationof a tunnel under the
AI-Haram Al-Sharif which endangeredhistoric Islamic buildings and had been the
causeof clashesbetweenArabs and Jews in Jerusalem. He also conveyedthe
Committee'sstrong feeling that urgent action should be taken to impresson Israel
the dangersinherent in the causeit was following without due regard for Arab
religious sensitivities. The letter was circulatedas documentA/36/519-S/14695.

22. In, responseto the invitation of Mr. YasserArafat, Chairmanof the Executive
Committeeof the PalestineLiberation Organization,a delegationof the Committee
visited Lebanon from 24 to 26 August 1981 to seeat first hand the extentof the
damangedone by the Israeli air and sea attacks in the month of July 1981. The
delegationnoted that the damagecausedwas, as far as could be seen, confined to
civilian targetsand appearedto be aimed at terrorizing the civilian population
and destroying its morale with little heed paid by Israel to the high cost in human
lives in attemptimg to achieve this aim.

23. The delegationwas received by Mr. Yasser Arafat who stressedthat the
PalestineLiberation Organizationhad the fullest confidence in the United Nations
and wished to achieve its objectiveswithin its framework. He also expressed
appreciationfor the work of the Committeeand stressedthe need for the
Committee'sassistancein finding a peacefulsolution within the United Nations
framework. The report of the delegationwas circulatedas document
A/36/521-S/14698.

24. The Committee noted that a delegationof non-alignedMember Stateshad also
visited Lebanonat the invitation of Mr. Yasser Arafat and had arrived at
conclusionssimilar to thoseof the Committee'sdelegation.

25. At the invitation of the SOviet Committeeof Solidarity with the Countriesof
Asia and Africa, a delegationof the Committeevisited the Union of Soviet
SocialistRepublics from 3 to 7 August 1981. The opportunity was taken to discuss
with the SOviet Committeeof Solidarity ways and meansof increasingco-operation
in the field of disseminationof information on the Questionof Palestine.

2. Review of eventsrelating to the Middle East

26. In reviewing eventswhich have taken place on the Middle East question, the
Committeedeems it necessaryto stressagain that the participationof the
�P�a�~�e�s�t�i�n�e Liberation Organization, the representativeof the Palestinianpeople, is
indispensibleto a comprehensive,just and lasting settlementof the Questionof
Palestinewhich is at the heart of the Middle East conflict. The Committee
recalled that in General Assembly resolution 34/65 B the GeneralAssembly had noted
�w�i�t�~ concern that the Camp David Accords had been concludedoutside the framework
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of the United Nations and without the participationof the PalestineLiberation
Organization. Both that resolution and GeneralAssembly resolution 35/169 B had
rejectedand declaredinvalid thoseprovisionsof the Accords which ignored,
infringed, violated or denied the inalienablerights of the Palestinianpeople,
including the right of return, the right of self-determinationand the right of
national independenceand sovereigntyin accordancewith the Charterof the United
Nations, and which envisagedand condonedcontinuedIsraeli occupationof the
Palestinianterritoriesoccupiedby Israel since 1967.

27. The Committeenoted that in spite of .this strong opposition, attemptswe,re
still being made to proceedwith negotiationswhich disregard, infringe, violate or
deny the inalienablerights of the Palestiniansand hencego against the provisions
safeguardingthe �r�i�9�h�t�~ of the Palestinianpeople.

28. The Committeecontinuesto entertainthe gravestconcernat the action of the
Israeli authorities in the occupiedArab territories in violation of the Fourth
GenevaConventionof 1949, internationallaw and practice, and GeneralAssembly and
SecurityCouncil resolutions. Among these �a�c�t�~�o�n�s were Israel'slegislation
affecting the statusof Jerusalem,the establishmentof new settlements,the
enlargementof previously establishedsettlements,the Mediterranean-DeadSea Canal
project passingthrough the occupiedGaza strip and the �e�x�c�~�v�a�t�i�o�n�s of tunnels in
Jerusalemwhich endangerhistoric Islamic buildings. The Committee recommendsthat
effective stepsshould now be taken to put an end to theseaggressiveacts by
Israel which give rise to an escalationof tensionsin the region.

29. The Committee recalls that, particularly on the statusof Jerusalemand on the
establishmentof' settlementsin the occupiedterritories, the views of the
internationalcommunity have beenquasi-unanimous,and that the �n�e�~ action taken by
Israel representa provocativeescalationof tension.

30. Similarly, the Committee regardsas anotherprovocativeviolation of the
decisionof the SecurityCouncil, the expulsionof the mayors of Halhoul and
Al-Khalil from the occupiedArab territories and the continued refusal by Israel to
permit them to return to their homesand families to carry out the functions to
which they had been duly elected.

31. The Committee noted with appreciationand was encouragedby the �r�e�n�~�w�e�d
interestbeing taken by the countriesof the BuropeanEconomic Community in their
searchfor a just solution for the situation in the Middle East and for the
restoracionof the InalienableRights of the Palestinianpeople.

32. The Committeealso noted with satisfactionthe declarationby L. I. Brezhnev,
Chairmanof the Presidiumof the SupremeSoviet and GeneralSecretaryof the
Central Committeeof the CommunistParty of the Soviet Union, which containeda
proposal to go back to honestcollective searchof an all-embracing just and
realistic settlementin the Middle East. This could be done in the framework of a
specially convenedinternationalconferencewith the participationof all
interestedparties, naturally including the PalestineLiberation �O�r�g�a�n�i�z�~�t�i�o�n�.
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