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UNTTED NATIONS ENWRONIONT PFOGRAMME

Livi4g conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied tenitories

Report of the Sec retary-Gener€-I

1. The present report, is subnitted pursuant to resolution 3l-/110 of
16 December f976, in which tbe ceneral Assembly requested. the Secretary-General', in
collaboration with the relevsnt United Nations organs and. specialized, agencies, to
pTepare and sub4it to the Assenbly at its thi"ty-6econd session a report on the
Iiving conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories. ft further
lequested. the Secretary-General , in preparing the rgport, to consul-t and. co-operate
vith the Pal,estine l,iberation Organization, the representative of the Palestinian
people ,

2. At tbe 45th neeting of the Second Connittee, on 17 Novenbet L976, r'hen the
d.raf't resofution on the living conditions of the Palestinian peopl-e in the occupied
territories was schedr[ed. to be voted on, the Conmittee was informed that, if the
Secretary-GenereJ- were requested to prepare a report on the living conditions of the
Palestinian people in the occupied territories, the task vould be entrusted to the
Department of Econoeic and Social. Affairs. The Second Comaittee was fu.rther
info"med. that wh11e the task $ou-Ld present certain difficulties every effort wou.ld
be made to prepare a:rd subnit the report if it were requested. Since the
Secretariat had. no independent source of information about the occupied territories,
it ttould have to l-ook to the Governments and organizations concerned to provide tbe
necessary information to enab]-e it to submit a report to the GeneraL Assenbly at its
nexr sessron \see Alv.zl 3Ll uf{.4)/,

3, In accordance with the statement made by the Seeretary-General r s representative
at the second. Comittee referred to above, a note verb€J-e was sent on 16 lilay 1977 to
the Pern8nent Missions to the United Nations of Egrpt, fsrael , Jordan and the
Syrian Arab Republic, as well as to the permanent observer of the PsJ-estine
Liberation Organization, draving attention to the resolution and requesting such
infomation as night be mad.e available on the subJect-matter of the report requested.
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Living conditions of the palestinian
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1' In its resolut i,JD 3z/IT7 of t9 Decenbe r I9T.{ , the cenera.l Assenrbly requestedthe secretary-General , in colLaboration r+ith the re]evarrt United Nations organs andspecialized agencies, particularly the united Naticns Rerief and works Agency ibr
111:"1::,",. T.rygee s in the Near last (ulnwa) and the Econonic Commission for Western
'A'-.a' (ruwp/' to prepar^e and subrnit to thc Asseul]y aL its thirty-:hir-d session acomprehensive and analyticaJ- report on the sociar and economic impact of the Tsraer-ioecupation on the riving conditions of the palestinian people in ine occupreateritories. It fu"ther requested the Secret ary_General in preparing the reporr,to consult arrd co-operate witli the pafestine Literation Orga.tlization, therepresentative of the palestinian peopfe.

2' The resolution folloved and expanded the scope o| ceneral Asser'bly resorution3l/110 of 15 December 1976,. on tt" 
"u*u ""f;."i" 

pursuant to resolutjcn 3ll110,the secret arv-cenerar- submitted a report (e/ zz/zeg) to the Assernbi;;l-;"" thrrty-second session. rt nay be recalled that the representative of the secretary-Generalexplained that' because the sec ret ary-Generar- hia no independent saurces ofinfcrmationo the report consisted of replies and pertinent excerpts from docr.rnentarymaterial subnittec by the countrfes concerned as we]] as the relevant united l{ationsorga'ns and specialized agcncies in response tc the secret ary-Generar r s request r.orinformaticn on the subject_matter of tie report.

3,- -The ceneral Assernbly at its thit-ty_second s€ss1on
submitted. by the ge cret ary-General , expressed the viewf\rrther analysis in ordet, to neet fJ1l; the objectives

, afder considering the rcport
that there t/as need for
of resolution 31/110.

Gr-n erol A e e amhl.'
r.,hi ^h +lr d --*^-+

a rah^7+ lrr eo.r ^h

4. In view of the broa.d scope of the report now requested by thesnd recognizing the difficult ccnstraints of time a.nd pface underwould have to be paepared, the secret ary-Generat decaded to subnitan inpartial expert €nalysis af the 
"o"iu-t .r, a econom]c irqpact.

5. In order to discharge the task requested of hirn in the resolution

78-2tl+6)+

a^td to ensure
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HUMAN SETTLEI1ENTS

Living conditions of the Palestinianpeople
in the occupiedterritories

Report of the Secretary-General

1. In its resolution 33/110 of 18 December1978, the GeneralAssembly requested
the Secretary-General,in collaborationwith the relevant United Nations organs
and specializedagencies,particularly the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for PalestineRefugeesin the Near East (UNRWA), the Economic Commission for
Western Asia (ECWA), and the Special �C�o�~�n�i�t�t�e�e to InvestigateIsraeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the OccupiedTerritories, to
prepare and submit to the Assembly at its thirty-fourth sessiona comprehensive
and analytical report on the social and economic impact of the Israeli occupationon
the living conditions of the Palestinianpeople in the occupiedArab territories.
It further requestedthe Secretary-General,in preparingthe report, to consult and
co-operatewith the PalestineLiberation Organization, the representativeof the
Palestinianpeople.

2. The resolution coveredbasically the Sffine scope as GeneralAssembly
resolutions31/110 of 16 December1976 and 32/171 of 19 December1977 on the same
subject. Pursuantto GeneralAssembly resolution 31/110, the Secretary-General
submitted a report (A/32/228) to the GeneralAssembly at its thirty-secondsession
and pursuant to Assembly resolution �3�2�/�1�7�1�~�t�h�e Secretary-Generalsubmittedanother
report (A/33/354) to the thirty-third session.

3. In this regard, it may be recalled that at the thirty-secondsessionof the
General Assembly, while intrOducing the earlier report, the representativeof the
Secretary-Generalhad explainedthat, becausethe Secretary-Generalhad no
independentSOurce of information, the report had, of necessity,to �c�o�n�s�i�s�~ of
replies and pertinent excerpts for documentarymaterial submittedby the Governments
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of Egylt, Israel, Jord.an V ana the Syrian Arab Republic Z/ as well as therelevant united ivations oigur" and specialized ;J;;;;"ii "JJporrse to thesecretary-General-rs request for information on the subject-matie"-.r-in.'ti.po"t.
l+. In his report of 2 November tgTB (A133/3]>\), the Secretary_General indj.cated"thato in vielr of the broad. scope of the report requested. by the General_ Assernblyand the difficult constraints of time and pru."u uncler which th" ;;;;;i-"""io'n";"to be prepared', he intend.ed. to util-ize the services of three consurtants -a physical planner' an economist, and. a sociologist - who would und.ertake animpartial expert analysis of the social and economic impact of the rsraeli.occupation on the living cond.irions of the Pal-estinian people in the occupiedterritories' However, in response to the secretary-Generalrs requests that theconsultants be given free access to the occupj.ecl territories, the permanent Missionof fsrael sta+'ed' that the reports and impre""iorr" of many visitors to the territori.esadministered. by rsrael since L967, inctuiing economists, sociologists and healthand labour experts, fu11y ill-ustrated. the iiproveraent of the l-iving cond,itions ofPal-estinians in those territories. consequently, the rsraeli Goverrurent deemed thesend.ing of a mission of ex,oerts unrl€c:^ss&r;r.

5' The secretariab of the united Nations centre for lluman settl-ements (Hatitat)has continued' its efforts to dispatch the mission of experts to the area. However,the inforrnation i.t has obtained. as at October 1979 e]early ind.icated that theposition of the Government of rsrael on this matter has not changed. rn thesecircumstances, the Secretary-General consid.ered that d.ispatching to the area anexpert mission which voul-d have no access to the occupied. territories themselvesr,rould' serve little purpose and was unlikely to facilitate the preparation of thecomprehensive and analytical report requesied by the General- Assembly in j.tsresol-ution 33/110. The secretaiy-General vill tontinue his efforts to d.ispatcha mission of experts as soon u." ti"".,rstances permit.

9' Meanvhile, with reference to General Assemb]y resolution 33/110, the Governingcouncil of the unitecl Nations Environment progra:mu (unsp)r-ly-it" d.ecision T/2 of13 May L979, requested. the Executive Director of UNEp to ensure an adequateassessment of the environrnental cond.itions of the pal-estinian people. Aftereonsulting vith the secretary-General, the Executive Director Lr uivsp requested. theGovernments of Egl'pt, rsraern Jordan and the syrian Arab Republic, as well as thePalestine Liberation Organization, to provid.e him with relevant information on thissubj eet ' A report based- on an analysis of information provided. in response to thisrequest by the Governments of trgypt, Jord.an and the syrian Arab Republic as vel-l asthe Palestine Liberation organizaiion is presented" as annex r. rn preparing thisreportn information was arso obtained. for ECI,IA3 ul\lRwA and the ulvDp offices in Jord.anand the syrian Arab Republic. The report covers major aspects of the social and.economic irapact of the rsraeli occupation on the living conditions of thePalestinian people in the occupied. Arab territories.

V circur-ated- as a docr-rment of the security council (s/tzzTil.
2/ circurated' as a d'ocument of the General Assembly under items 30, 31 and, 62(a/s27fiil.
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T, In accord.ance with the provisions of General Assenrbly resolution 33/110r the
Secretarv-General also undertook to consult and co-operate vith the Palestine
Liberation Organizati.on. fn response to his request, PLO, on I August 1979,
submitted to the Secretariat a report which is reprod.uced, in annex II.
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I" INTRODUCT]ON

I. The General Assembly in its resolution 33/110 of 18 Decernber lgTB called. upon
the Cecretary-General to prepare and submit to the Assembly at its thirty-fourth
session a comprehensive and analytical- report on the social- and econornic impact of
the fsraeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the
occupied" Arab territories. On 13 May 1979, by its d,ecision 7/2 on the environmental
cond.itions of the Palestinian people, the Governing Council- of the United. lTations
Environment Programme (uNSp) recalled the above General Assembly resol-ution and.
requested. the Executive Director of UNEP to ensure an ad-equate assessnent of the
environmental concliiions of the Palestinian people in its implementation.

2" In ord.er to implement the Governing Council d,ecision and. after consultation
with the Secretary-General, the Executive Director requested the Govern-ments of
Egypt, Israel , Jord.an and the Syrian Arab llepublic, as rrell as the Pal-estine
Liberation Organization (PLO), to provide hin with rel-evant information on the
environmental- cond-itions of the Pal-estinian people. The present report is based
on an analysis of information provided. in resnonse to that recluest by the
Governments of Egypt, Jord.an and the Syrian Arab Republ-ic and by PLO, as r^rell as
information available to ECI'IA, Ui\lRlIA and the UNDP offices in Jordan and. the
srrrien Anqlr Ranrrbl-ic. The ngmbe:r s in nerenthcqcs in the follotrinp na.ra.r"ra.nhsaL- f,fl urr! rvlrvrvflr6 lJsr sbr sl/rrr

refer to the sources of informationo which are listed. at the end. of the annex.

II " POPULATION AI\TD SHNLTER

A" Density of population in relation :p__bgggpg.f4*g

l-. Population

3. The population of the llest Bank, includ.ing nast Jerusalem, was estimated in
I9T5 at about 725"0OO, of whom 290,000 vere refugees registered with UNRITIA.
Situated on the I'Iest Bank of the Jqrdan River, the area is rich in historical and
archaelogical- sites. Its )+,820 km' have traditionally been a centre for
agriculture and tourism. (fe)

4. In 197\ the Gaza Strip had a population of \92eOOO, of vhom 327,500 had
refugees status vith UNRl,[A^and 151+")00 vere non-refugees. The area of the
Ga.za. Strin'is ahnrrf ?irc l'nZ or'rr''-- r'r- ana ^r +Le hir"hr.st nonrrla.tion d.ensities inur ry lD ouvuu J-r I ^Mt : 6f v I116 a U VIlq Uf UII! lrr€.,!ru

the world (t,5OO per kmz) " The refugees in the Gaza Strip who J-ive in the
eight carnps built by UNR\^IA constitute 35 per cent of the total Palestinian refugees
registered with UNRWA. (fB)

- ^ /-
construction being only one tenth of vhat it had been in 1955. The marked increase
in buifding which has taken place since 197I+ is stil-] not sufficient to meet the
housing needs of the Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza" (q)
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5' - Lor''rer population d.ensity (t5o/rr*z) ano better physical environroent haveprod'uced- better housing cond.itions in the l^/est Banl< than those in the Gaza strip.In general , housing conditions a.r.e rer.,nri.ed rn I_ )-LIB su.-rLrrLl-ons are reported to be better in the urban areas thanrn the ruraf areas" (f)

T " Of the Palestinian dwerl-ing houses in the Ilest Bank 20 per cent have only one
::ti^i"} 39-lut cent two rooms, while the average family size is seven members.'2'2,ooo famil-ies of 5 to 11 persons live in one-room dwel-lings and r*o,ooo-i"riii."of the same size in tr'ro-room dvelring houses, vith average occupancy of 3.2 personsper room' It has been estimated. thatr?at l-east 2OO,0OO teople lr.lrrgurrtly inneed' of rehousing in the occupi.ed territories, r.rhich means that a minimum of2r'o0o new dwelling houses i,s required.i' (B persons per dwe}ling hou;e). (rzj

2. Ugfgm""t .of -p.ofut"tion (tz;, (5), (L)

B' In f9l+8, an estj-niated. TSOrOOO Pal-estinians rrere rrermnnenr'l rr rjiqnt:ocrt frnmtheir homes. During and ronowing tne igei-ii", ;;;r;;il"i'"i"'1,-;;;5;';;"=.1"r"""fl-ed fron the liest Bank and Gaza. some were refugees from uNRI,^,iA carnps, whireothers vere fleeing for the first time. of this nurnber approximatery [orooo,.""perni.tted to return.

9' Prior to 1967, the population of the West Bank and. Gaza had experienced.prosperlty and growth in various sectors. This vas reflected in the constructionof housing and schools and the development of tovns and municipalities. (fz)
The various municipalities in the trr7est Bank have retained., in their building andarchitecture, much of their historie trad.itions, while at the same time takingful-l advantage of mod-ern facil-ities" rn the p*st, there vas therefore consid.erabl-eurban immigration.

10' Hor'rever, under occupation, the growth process has been sfowed d.own by theclestruction of houses as a result of nilitary occupation and by the lack ofconstruction of new accommod.ations for the Pafestinian inhabitants.
l-1 ' since L96T' a mrmber of villages have been d.estroyed" and others partiallyd'estroyed-. Villages totall-y d-estroyed. during and fol-l-owing the 196T wlr irr"iro.u,Yalu, Beit Nuba, amwas, Ar:Buy, Beit Awa, Beit l{arsam, anc, Jiftliq" shops,hospitals, businesses and offices have been demolished as well, deprivirrg t] .inhabitants of their means of subsistence.

]-2" ITo provisions for nev housin€l are reaclily available. Therefore, theinhabitants are l'rithout shelter and. means of livelihood-, having been d.eprived. oftheir homes and l-and-" Out of frustration, they leave the occupied territories toseek refuge in nearby States" (5)
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? Demolition of settlements and. construction of new
lTtfGbl,lr2l, (ra)settlgl'4ents in the Gaza Strip

13. In 1970, recommend.ations were rnad.e by the Israelis suggesting that the
refugee features of the UI\RI'IA camps be changed. to l-ead to the integration of the
refugees into urban l-ife. Economic incentives were to be offered. and- nev houses
were to be constructed. The plan ca1Ied. for the abolishment of refusee camts in
the Gaza Strip and the Tilest Banli.

l-4. In l-971, large-scale d-emolition of refugee camp housingr in the Gaza Strip
took place. About 3,500 homes occupied. by about 2)+,000 people were ilestroyed.,
without provision for alternative housing. UNRT{A repeated.ly cal}ed. for the
rectification of the situation, but by Ju]-y 1973 reported that of p)+2 families
interviewed., 706 were stil-l inadequately housed. fotlowing the d.emolition of their
homes. By April L973, d.enolition of houses for new road.s had begun in Rafah and
Khan Younis, and- recent reports indicate that the Rafah settl-ement is beins
red.eveloped..

Li " lTew apartment houses were constructed. in the occupied- territories to house
Jei,rish immigrants. These irnmigrants were also pernitted" to l-ive in the homes
of Arabs, who were not permitted. to return" Und.er Israel-i law, new Israel-i
anan'f 14ah+ Lr1"''l^.'nnq rrp nnf :rrailg|lg tO nOn-JeVS. The neW dv.el-l inss a.re p,enera.llvuurrurrrtro sr e rrvu qv@lroUfg UU ItUIt-dtjWb. JIl(j IltjW (lWtj-L_---e,

locatecl in the Arab sector of Jerusa]-em.

16. Folloruing the r,rar in 1967, the fsrael-is developed a settlenent policy i,rhich
deeply affected. the occupied areas. The first phase was the establ-ishment of
agriculturaL "nahalrr settlements with military features in the West Bank, on the
Jordan River, on the Golan Heights and in the Gaza Strip" The seconil stage was
the building of i,ndustrialized centres of r,rhich one, betr^reen Jerusalem and Jerichoo
is invofving a substantial amount of planning and. investment.

17" 0f the new settlements established. since 1967, the majority are in the
territories occupied. in the l-957 war: 23 in the llest Bani: and7 in the Gaza Strip.
New plans for ad.d.itionaf settlements are periodically announceal. The resul-t of
the d.emolition and settlement policy is, i$€r_ef.ta" to r.reaken attachments to
homes and to the cultural- heritage, often forcing the homeless to emigrate.

4" East Jerusal-em: changes in trg5_ing__ele
settlelr-e_nt pol-icy ()+), (fe)

18. Accord"ing to United. Nations resol-utions, the status of .ierusalem remains
Iegally unchanged." Flor,rever, the o'Law and Administrative Ordinance: Procl-arnation
of Enlargement of the Municipal Area of Jerusal-em' , of 28 June L96T, designated
an area inhabited- by 100"000 Arabs to be und-er Israefi rule, I,trithin the last
12 years, an estimated.20-301000 Arabs have d.eparted. from the OId City.

19 ' The clearing of 82 metres along the \Iail-ing 'Wall entailed the demol-ition of
msnrr dr'rarrr'noc oround. the Haram Al- Sherif , 3f buil-dings, and the four Arab q,uarters
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surround"ing the area : r'rhich vas estimated to be 20 per cent of al-l the Arabproperty in the OJ.d" City. The 2OO hones destroyed. round the L{ailing 1,.Ia11 werereplaced by a nel^r Israel-i p1aza, and the Pal-estine Archael-ogical Museum was
expropriated. and its rel_ics confiscated.

20 - Annrnvimq* a^r/vrv^!u@"cJ-y 1r200 hectares of land in East Jerusalem vere confiscated and
expropriated- und.er the "Land Acquisition for Public Purposes Act". rn this process,four square ]iilonetres near East Jerusalem which incl-uded l-'OLB apartment*^, \ZTstores and a factory' were expropriated,. Many new hi.gh-rise apartments were
constructed" and became the subject of much controversy, both internationally andvithin the occupied territories and- fsrael itself, involving the aesthetic effect
on the land-scape of historic Jerusal-em and. the subsequent d.isplacement of people.

, " Palestinian refunee settlements and g_ggp!-

2l-" Fol]-owing the first pal_estinian var, in l9)+T-I9\8, the country's Arab
population was d"ivid.ed into four main groups. Less than hal-f of the Arab
population remained, in their original homes: about l5O,OOO in Israel-, some
350,000 und.er Jordanian ad:ninistration on the I'Iest Banh, and about
70'000*100,000 urrd"er Egyptian administration in the Gaza Strip, in add.ition to
about 750,000 refugees d"ispersed. in the above areas and. in Lebanon, the
Syrian Arab Republic and Transjordan. (S)

22" By L975 almost half of the 3,0OO,O0O Palestinians scattered. through the
Itliddfe Xast were resistered as refrrr"ees r,rith TTlvRI,fA. Over a third of the rafrrope
/1,_^ ^^^\ 

ut-rLUr v/f, url vr.rllvvn. VVSI a, UIll-I'u- vr utrs rgf,U6CUS
\+)9zOO0) vere official-ly registered. in Ul$RIdA established canps. Those
registered. in camps constituted nearfy 6O and. 25 per cent of the totaf population
in Gaza and the I^Iest Bank respectively. These figures excl-ud.ed. refugees wno aid not
receive UI\IRI'IA shelter in camps, but vere recipients of other United lrTations
servi-ces' Actual- camp population exceed.ed. the official registration by about
10 per cent due to the presence of unregistered. refugee d.ependants. fn add.ition
to a total- of 53 ''established-'' camps in East Jordan, the llest Bank, Gaza, thesr'iqn arah Ra-rrllic and" Lebanon, over 1)+OrOO0 Arabs lived in 5 Jordanian andlr s"nio' r?o*o-^^ncYtt camps organized. after the 1957 r^rar. About 99,ooo inhabitants
of the "emetgency'' camps were UNRtr/A refugees" The bal-ance vere other "persons
d.isplaced" as a result of the 195T war. (:)

23. The main housing problems faced. in the UI,IRWA carnps are; (a) over-crovding
^a 1^^"^-'-^ ''--'+^.u1 lrousl-ng unlrs: in a number: of cases far.rilies share the same unit; (l) inability
to expand- housing units vertica]l-y or horizontally, (c) aging of the present units;end fa) -^^- ^^hmunication networks and sanitary infrastructure. (13); (r>)g / },vvr

B. !g44&r--ua
il+. Build.ing materials, vith the exception of o-uarry stonee are in short sunply
and. must be inported from outside the region at very high cost. This is
narj-jnrr'lor] 1' +Fl,e of steel rods- metal frames and cernent. A cement, fa.etorrr isrvuJ, usUAtr TIAIIIEJ 4IlU Ugi:LgllU. A Utr:lllLrru r@UuvrsV lD
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still in the planning stage. The establ-ishment of a large ancl increasing nr:mber
of Israeli settlements has placed ad.d.itional constraints on building activity in
the l,Iest Bank and. the Gaza Strip" hrployment of construction workers within
fsrael itself has oriented the labour force away from development in their ovn
territories. Furthermore, the destruction of an estimated. 19r000 houses in the
llest Bank and Gaza since 196T nas aggravated an alreacty critical problem. Housing
problems are accentuated by the land. confiscation and. expropriation policy and
the Absentee Property Law of the occupying authorities" (fZ)

c. Elgg!11icifi,

2r. Prior to the l-967 war, there were 11 separate electrieity-generating concerns
in the lJest Bank. These were either coumercial companies, Iike the Jerusalem
Governorate Electricity Company, municipal companies like Nablus or some
co--operatives in the larger vil1ages. Total generating capacity was about
21 . 5 },fi,r. (13 )

26. Folloving the war, Israel tried. for several reasons, to tie the electricity
grid. in the l,trest Bank to that of Israel, particularly for cities where electric
grid.s were ila^maged by the war. Some cities responded and connectecl their supply
to the Israel-i gricl, whi1e others d.id. not. Those relying on their own generating
capacities, at least in partn include Jerusalem and }Iablus. Among those localities
connected. to the Israel,i gricl are Hebron, Tulkarm anct Qal-qielyeh. Sinilarly,
some vil-lages close to the armistice line of 19hB were eonnected., like Azzoun and
Deir-a1-Ghsoun.

27. The Jerusalem Governorate Eleetricity Company is subJect to Israeli 1aws,
and is buying electricity from the Israeli Comopany to supply the requirements of
Israeli settlements. The Israeli authorities have asketi the Conpany to seII
electricity at fixed 1ow prices. fsraeli authorities estimate that the generating
capacity of the Jerusalem Company will d.ecl-ine from 20 lvlW in 11976 to 1l+ MW

in 1980, while need.ed. capacity vi1I rise fron 30 MW to 5l+ MW. Currently" the
Company supplies eleetricity to about 75 villages and canps in the I'Iest Bank in
ad.ctition to cities like Bethlehem, Ramallah, Birch and Jericho, nine Israeli
army campsu and 12 Israeli settlements or residential quarters. (fS)

28" The Nablus electricity, however, is sti1l supplied by the punicipality, using
two generating units install-ed in 1,977. The following villages in the Nablus
Governorate are al-so supplied fron Nablus: Deir Sharaf, Rameen, Beit Leect, Zeita,
a1-Badan and Tel. (fE)

D. Impact of Israel-i settlement

29. Of a total area of 550,OOO hectares on the l^trest Bank of the Jordan, fsrael
has taken possession of about 15O"OO0 hectares comprising about 27.3 pet cent of
the area of the l{est Bank. (fO) The ner,r settlements occupy about 35'000 hectares
(about 6.3 per cent of the West Bank area) most of which is agricultural land.

/.".
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There were 68 settlements up to the end of Jg|B, housing more than gOTOOO persons,
divid'ed. as follows: 11 settlements around Jerusalem, 12 around. Ramallah and.
Biera, 12 in Hebron and Bethl-ehem, ll+ around Nablus and 19 in the Jordan Va]Iey.Israel has been concentrating housing around" the Jerusalem area, a fact evid.enced
by the 76,OOO people who live in these settl-ements. (Z)

30. Israel is still earrying out its settlement-buil-ding policies. Six more are
planned" to be built soon. As this continues, it necessarily means that Arab
land will- be emptied in favour of the Israeli population rather than its Arab
owners.

31. InL96T, the infrastructure (road.se sewerage, etc., includ.ing electricity) in
the I'Iest Bank and Gaza Strip was better than that of most countries in theregion. Very little has been d.one since either to improve or to maintain the
existing l-evel. The pattern of nilitary road. d.evelopment and. restrictions onelectricity and. water expansion have impected building construetion projects. Few
existing sewerage systems ha..'e been expanded", resulting in stoppage, blockage and.
overflor.rs. (rS) -

rII. HUMA}I HEALTH

A. Iriedical- personnet- an4 facilities (11)

32" Specialists in paecliatrics, pathology, laboratory technologies and rad.iology
are either in short supply or non-existent. The chances for West Bank physiciansto acquire scholarships in any of the sorely needed. specialities are virtuallynil" (11)

33. i{ursing and pararnedical- services are no better off in terms of quantity orquality. There is a great shortage in laboratory and X-ray technicians,
physiotherapists, blood bank technieians and pharmacists. (11)

3\. The heal-th infrastructure has not developed in recent years. on the contrary,
d.ue to a reorganization of hospital services and red.istribution of responsibilities,
the number of public hospitals d.ecreased. from 11 operating, and 3 on the ver.ge of
operation, in L967, to 8 operational plus a mental:hospital and a tuberculosis
hospital in a975. The total number of beds also d.ecreasecl from 1,02J in 1968 to
9\S in l9'tr5, thus lowering the rate of beds per 1,000 population i"or 1.5 in ag68
to l-.3 in 1975. Admissions increased fron 23,593 in 1958 to 36J6o in 1975. (r:)

3r. In the I'lest Bank, most of the Palestinian Red Crescent activities operated.
before L96T nave been drastieally curtailed. There are sti1I units, mainly
out-patient services, in some l+ or 5 towns: in Gaza Red. Creseent onerates a
clinic and a small surgical hospital.

36. Preventive activities and elementary sanitation are somewhat neglected..
Preventive and curative activities are not integrated. in a comprehensive health
servicel health ed.ueation of the public is al-most non-existent" and the community
does not fee]. concerned. as it is not involved.. (U), (fS)
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B. Infant rlortality and malnutrition

37. The lr{ed.ical Association of the lrlest Bank reports that infant nortal-ity
increased frora 70.9 per thousand in 19?3 to ?3.8 per thousand in 1971r and to
80.3 in l-975 in the particular area stud.ied, in which some 2,100 births a year
took place (tne total number of births a year in the llest Banh is approxfunately
30,500). The sa,me study quotes Israeli statistics to the effect that over-all
infant nortality increased. from 3? per thousand in 1971+ to 39.5 per thousand in
1975. Infant mortality rate for the Arab population in the llest Bank fluctuated
around an average of \O.O per thousand fuom L966 to L975; the figure decreased
fron l+l.B per cent in l.966 to 39.5 per cent in 1975" but with a high of
l+\.3 per eent in ]-:967 ancl a Lor of 3?.0 per cent in 197\.

38. In spite of their great discrepancy, these figwes agree, at least' that
infant nortality has not clecreased. significantly over the 1O-year period
L966-L975, antl may have increased since L973. Moreover, neonatal nortality
(deattr of infants up to the ege of 30 tlays) as well as the number of still-births
have increasecl.

39. Protein malnutrition is relatively frequent cturing the weaning period,
together with gastro-intestinal infections. Iron cteficiency anemia is reported in
approxinately 2J per cent of chiltlren uncler 3 years of age.

C. Water-borqq 3;lsqgqes (1l)

l+0. In the hrest Banli ancl Gaza, as well as in host countries, diarrhoeal diseases
are by far the naJor causes of norbidity and nortalityu especially among infants
and young children. Speeific inforrnation on other water-borne diseases is not
available.

D. Environmental health services

\f. UNRI,IA environmental health services for the Palestinian people (refugees)
comprise nainly provision of potable water supplies, sanitary clisposal- of solid
and liquid wastes, stom water clrainage and control of insect and roclent vectors
of disease. A toial of 653,5\9 refug-es antt tlispJ-acetl persons living in 53

refugee canps benefittett from the services, vhieh were maintainetl at a satisfactory
leve1 in most of the camps. During the year L977, the annual cost of the services
provi4ed by the Agency r,rorked out at $:.50 per beneficiary. The inflationary
trend and other factors are likely to increase the cost in coming years. (f6)
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W. I{ATURAL RESOTACES

A. Itrater

l-. Irlater resources

)+2. Water availability (from both und.erground and. surface resources) and itsuse are of crucial importance to l"trest Bank agrieulture. Although promisingpossibilities seem to exist (""g., building of small d.ans or other run-off
storage facilities in various catchment areas) (e) " available information showsthat not a single irrigation project has been plannecl or inplemented. in thellest Bank since L96T "

l+3. Drilling of nev wells for the development of und.erground. water resources has
been practieally prohibited since June 1957. The flow from existing wells has been
reduced and put und.er strict control . There are claims that there is al-so
d-epletion and d.ecreasing water levels in a number of Arab wel]s. Since occupation,a total of t-2 wells have d.ried up (fZ) " During th.e year I97T h978, a total ot
331 we1ls were in operation: 31\ 'rArabtrwells prod.uced.33 nillion m3 of water.
l+l+. This pattern of water resources use is explained by the lr{ilitary Goverrurentin terms of und.erground. water conservation policy. Hovevero hydrological surveys
have shor,m that a sizable part of fsraelrs water supply originates in the
itrest Bank (through run-off, seepage and underground vater). The West Bank
reported.ly has an annual water surplus of at least 6OO nniUior, *3, while in I9T9
J?1""1 wiJ-1 experienee a deficit of 26, mil-lion m3, which may reach nearly
5Oo mit-t-ion mi in 1985. (T), (13)

45. The situation of und.erground. water in the Gaza Strip is equally disturbing.
Water discharge has been going at an excessive rate, resulting in a d.eclining r"te"table and increasing salinity. Competition of neighbouring fsraeli we11s for
r,rater is also keen. (i)
't+6. The importance of better use of avai1able water resollrces is often indieated
by referring to the fact that until 1978, only 8"100 hectares were und-er irrigation
in the I'lest Bank (l+ per cent of the area und.er cultivation) and.9,OOO hectares in
the Gaza Strip (L5 per cent. of the land und.er cultivation). Dry lands are
supported. by a rainfall of I+OO-5OO nnu nuch of whieh is r,rasted in run-off water,
drained nostly to Israel. Despite the critical importance of water, 1itt1e seems
to have been done to conserve rainfal-l vater through such projeets as terraqes,earth damsr and pools. (e)

2 " llatgr for refu.gee*camps

\f" Schemes for provid.ing private water supply to refugee shetters continued. to
progress satisfactorily at two canps in the l{est Banko six camFs in the Gaza Strip,
one ca-ltrp in Lebanon and two camps in east Jord.an. Currently \5 per cent of canp
inhabitants are served by private water supply and the rest continue to d.raw waler
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from publie stanil-pipes. A water augmentation scheme for Jaramana camp in the
Syrian Arab Republic is nearing completion. The Amman llater and. Sewerage Authority
is executing a scheme to provid.e private water supply together vith sewerage
systems at two carnps located in Anman city. The Government of the Syrian Arab
Republic has provid.ed. an ad.clitional well, pumping station and elevated water
reservoir to noeet the growing need.s of refugees at Khan Eshieh camp where all
shelters have been provid.ed. with private water supply. (f5)

Land

1" Land- occupation pattern

hB. The fol-lowing table gives an indication of land occupation patterns in the
I.iest Bank.

Lantl resources in the l,'Iest Bank

- Ration of confiscatetl land to total area of West Bank 27.r%

5 "3%- Ration of settlements area to l'trest Bank
(z), (i), (l), (rr)

2. Desertification

t+g. The main causes of clesertification are overgrazing, clearing of vegetation
for agriculture, burning, faulty irrigation systems" expansion of agriculture on
shal-lov soiL and steep slopes, lack of anti-erosion measures, etc. These have led
to degradation of the vegetation cover, loss of soil fertility and productivity,
and several other forms of desertification. The situation is deseribed. in the
following paragraphs.

l-. Dry-l-and trees

50. Orchard.s on hi11y slopes of the West Bank are receiving a much inferior
level of husbandry than vegetables and farm orchards under irrigation. As a

Land. use Area (hectares)

West Bank total
Confiscated. land

Total settlements

550,000

l-l+8,856

3l+,71+B
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result of accumulated negligence, the status of figsu almonds, grapes anil evenof ol-ives is d.eteriorating. About l+O per cent of all trIest Bank olive trees are
100-l-50 years old and. need. rejuvenation. Olive trees al-so need. to be protected.
by Iaw against destruction by invad.ing flocks of sheep and. goats. Better
fertil-ization and. more effective pest control are necessary measures. (z) Forestry
contributed. less than 1 per cent of the agricultural income in rgTI+-r9Tr.

2. frrigation tgcbniques (2)

7. Experience gained over the past three years has clearly demonstrated. the
superioritlt of drip irrigation to former practices. Among severaf other
ad-vantages, drip irrigation saves over 50 per cent on water use and pO per cent
on labour in comparison with trad.itional method.s of irrigation. There are now
730 hectares und.er d.rip inigation in the West Bank and. 900 hectares in the
Gaza Stripc at an estimated. cost of $3OO per hectare" (Z)

Sal-inization

52- Al-kal-ine soil-s occur urainly in the Jericho areae due to slow drainage of
highly saline soils (pH B "j-9).

l, Pastures

53. There are vast areas on the West Banh hil-ls which are fit for pastures.
Effective progra.lnnes of pasture development require first of all restoration of
public ownership of the land. Much of this land, which has traditionally been
natural grazing land, is now zoned. out for military or settlement purposes. It
is reported" that 5,000 hectares coul-d. be turned. into good. grazing 1and. (a)

WORKING ENVIRONI{ENT

Labour cond.itions

,1" llest Banli workers, numbering some 60o0o0, form about 5 per eent of the
Israel-i fabour force. (f:) ft is claimed that Arab labourers enployed in fsrael
are paid l-ess for the sarne job than their fsraeli counterparts. (Z) Approximately
l+0 per cent of the Palestinianst wages go to the fsraeli treasury: while the
same is true of the Israel-i labourer, the latter nevertheless receives more social
benefits, pensions, health insurance and. unemployment benefits. (6) Often travel
to and from fsrael- entails four to six hours of travel d.aiIy, thus ad.ding to the
length of the working day. Those who d.o not wish to travel often sleep in
makeshift shelters within Israef" or in their place of work, the cellars of
build.ings under construction, kitchens of restaurants, orehard.s or other
agricultural areas. (l+) The relatively higher wages in fsrael and. high rate of
unernployment in the Gaza Strip have been used. to attract workers away from the

V.

A.
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Strip with a view to reducing population density. Professionaf doctors, engineers,
professors ancl other qualified persons are reported to be unable to find work in
ihu o"",rpied territories. They frequently leave the area out of economic necessity,
thus draining the occupied teritories of qualified persons needed to supply
necessary seivices. From 19?lr on, unemplolment steadily increased as a result of
a decrease in capital- investlient within Israel. (\)

B. Depeasantization of lbe PaErstinian people (3)

,5. The most salient change among the Palestinianse one that is leading to the
over-a1l restratification of the Palestinian population because the refugees
constitute half their nr:mber, has been their depeasantization. This te:sl is used
to inclicate that the refugees lose their skills and eapacities as agrieulturists
cr peasants vithout becoming integrated. into the urban centres which their canps
aa3oin or acquiring new non-farming occupational skil-ls. I'lith the loss of
substantial agricul-tural hold.ings and the displacement of other peasants who have

no land. from their rural communities" there has been a major shift away from
agriculture. (Z)

VI. CONDITTONS OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS

55. Available reports show that schools in the occupied territories are in very
old buildings, most of which are about to fal1 dornm. Some classrooms are
d.escribed "- t.ing like rat-holes, and many do not have access to fresh air or
natural J-ight. It is reported. that only one and a half schools were built cturing
10 years of oecupation ( from 196T to !977). (rf)



A/31+/536
Itrnglish
Annex I
Page 1\

\.

5.

l_.

2"

3.

Amman" Jord.an.Provid.ed by Jorcl.an.

ing. Providect by pLO. 1979.

ffi :T:"51;1":Tiliill;"T"il"'#:"'$;;1.u",p. 15. Providett by Jorclan.

{3qi1 Htla1 "The Palestinians of the trdest Bank and. Gaza strip',. provicred byPLO.

9. , Beirut, Lebanon. VoI. Vff No. 1, 1977,pp. zb-47. provideti by pLO.

10' Idahd'i abct-El-:lladi t'The rsraeli Settlements in Jerusalem and. the Westffihought Forum, Jerusalem, May 19?8, pp. 5r-9r; Ann"rsraeli settlements in the oecupied. TerritorLesi'. p"iiria"a ny rr,o.
11' The l{eclic"l Alsoci?tion or the westgant. Report on Medical rnstitutions and.

O and Jorclan.

l,2. $taat gap+. Housing problems in the West Bank. (Otricial pl,o ideas forliuman settlenaents) sanetl, special issue No. [-12, December 19?g (Laui").
Provid.ed. by pLO.

13" *oval Jord?nian-scientitic sociglg "The significance of some Idest Banknes ffi"ry 1e?e-i;;;ii;;i.-priiju.d. by Jordar..

1l+' glatisticpl-qata for Arab Population in occupied rerritories and rsrael.(Syria - Office of the palestinian Refirgees, Damascus). provided by Syria.

!€ere_nce.g_

'lr?b--Lg9gg+gsli;tytF o{ Ar?p -s-tggise. rhe par.estinians in the Arab states,cairo. 1978. (erauicll-provi.aeilby syrian Arab Republic.

4yPrPli.g' Al-RaJah l{ational university. Nablus. }Iest Bank. ',Agrieulture inthe l{est Bank and Gaza strip, problems Lna erospectsr'. provicl"a"ty er,o.

Ptn g9.I!." (Professor of Political Science at the State university ofNew York at Binghanton). ttPalestinian social stratification'r. provid.ed. by pLO.

Ectr{+: social Development and lh:man settleurent Divisi.on. paper on soeialcond'itions in the oceupied Arab territories of the llest Bank and. Gaza.Beirut. May 1977.

.7

8.

Bank,
lesch



19?9 on
(General

Ai3't+/fi6
English
Annex f
page 15

Assistance to
AssembJ-y resolution

15. UNDP (Report of the Inter-Agency Task Force Aprii_
Pal-estinian People to the Inter-Agency Meeting).
33ht+T). Provid.ett by ECIdA.

16. Ui$RI'iA Annual Report of the Director of Health of
Docnment A/3I/I4P/1. Provid.ect by UIIRI^IA.

UNRUA for the year 1979.

17. Irleqt Barlk Education in Government*Schools l-967-]-977.
University Publication. July 1977. provictecl by pLO.

F. S. Ilasru Birseit

/...



L/3t+ /536
rl nql-]"s n
Annex ff
v9ca I

Annex Tf

/orieinaf: Arabic/

Eggf o:l the Jordanian Parlianent
for the occu'oied- Idest Bank and a senior official of the Political

Dejpgrlpent of the Palestine Liberation O_rgAnisatj.on a.,

I.).'-L+ €-^-!rr6'u ,.-"' th€ start of the third. fsraeli invasion, on 5 June 1967, of the
Pal-estinian Arab land. not yet und.er Israel-i occu'oatjon -- r,rhat was known as the
West Bank and. the Gaza Strip - there began a campaign of expelling the Arab
population, d.estroying their homes, seizing their landsu establishing fsraeli
housing projects, factories, public and private establishments, training centres
for the army, military posts, security zones and Israeli settleraents and the
transferring of Jewish immigrants to them from all parts of the rnrorld., within the
framework of the nel-l-,'known and openly d.eclared fsraeli plan to d.rive the
Palestinian Arabs from their country in ord"er to Judaize it and to allow Zionist
inmigrants to take over the property and homes of the l+ million Palestinians,
after they have been d.riven from their homeland and d.ispersed. throughout the worl-d..

I. THE NAMALLAH AREA

At the outset of the fsraeli forces o occupation of the l.lest Bank and the
Gaza Strip in June 1967 , three Arab vil-l-ages to the west of the town of Ramallah,
namelyu Amr^ras, Yalu and Beit }Tuba, were bl-own up and destroyed, although these
villages were Arab and. the lands had long been handed dor,rn by inheritance from
father to son. These three villages had. a total population of 51050, covered an
area of \fr65O dunums and eontained. lr328 houses, four Islamic mosques, six
schools, a large library and valuable antiquities. They were totally d.estroyed
and their population was dispersed. and expeIled" Then they took over the land.s of
Latrun, comprising 21000 dunr.rms, and on the ruins of these Arab villages they
established. six fsraeli settlements: Kfar Buth, Shayelet, I.{oud"i1im, 0aryat
It4ilrehin Rq?ir rlsl and. I{evo lloron. In 1976, the Israeli authorities approved a) vs rL

project for the unification of these settl-ements e so that they would. eonstitute
one large Israeli city, and for a broad paved highr,ray eonnecting then with the
cities of Jerusalem and. Tel Aviv and. with the settlements along the Palestinian
littoral. A network of highways was to run off from this rnain highr,raye connecting
it with nine other Israeli settlements nhich the fsrael-is had also established on
Arab lands in the Ranallah district after tlne 196T r.rar and linking those
settlements with Jerusalem. The settlements in cluestion were Rafet, Our, Givton,
Shilohu Beit Horon, Ramot, Kochav llashahar, Beit Rael and Neve Zuf. The main
highway then passed through the settlenent of Atarot, which the lsraelis established.

a/ tne representative of the Palestine
nap with this report" For technical- reasons
is availabl-e for consultation.

Liberation Organization submitted a
this rnap cou1t1 not be reprod-uced but
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after 1957 near Jerusalem airport, and extend.ed. as far as Jerusal-em. The purposeof this project, as the competent Israeli official stated, was to relieve thepressure of the population d.ensity in the Te1 Aviv area and on the coast, toprovide a better place for Israeli inmrigrants to settle in, instead. of TeI Avivanc Jerusalem, t'o alleviate the density of traffic between Tel Aviv and the eoast,on the one hand-, and Jerusalem on the other and to establish a eoneentration offsrael-i population in the hill-s overlooking the Palestinian littoral in ord.er toprovid.e a better line of d.efence.

The total- area of the Arab land.s in the Ramallah area seized. by the fsraeliauthorities llas 7\ rT5O dunums, on which they established. 15 Israeli settlements,
as r'rell as army posts and training zones, entry to which was prohibited.

IT. THE JERUSAIE}.{ AREA

fn,the part of Jerusalem whieh was not und.er rsraeli occupation prior toJune 1957, after its occupation and during the period T to 11 iune f9"57, thefsraelis blew up 135 Arab homes in old Jerusalen within the waIlr exDelred their
owners and the Arab inhabitants, who numbered 6Jo, and, blewup two rslamic mosques
and. an Arab plastics factory"

on 2T June l-957, the rsraeli l(nesset decided, und.er article 1I (b) of theIsraeli Law and" Adninistration Ordinance of l_91+8 to annex the Arab sector of i
Jerusal-em occupied. in 196T to the Israeli sector occupied in 19\8. At the sametime,theArabareasurroundingJerusa1em,eomprisingthenunicipatityoi
Jerusal-em and. containing Jerusalem airport ancl the .riu"g"" or Sur sahir, BeitSafafa, Tur, Issawiya, Anata, Ram and. Shaefat and. with a population of frOOO Arabs,
was al-so annexed-. In 1958, the Israeli authorities, acting und.er the Law ofAcquisition of Land. for the Publie rnterest, promulgated. under the British manclatej-n 1943, seized- an area of 3,26 d.unums in old Jerusalem eontaining four Arabquarters: l. The Magharba quarter; 2. The Silsila Gate quarter; 3. The Sharafquarter; h. The Suq al_-Husur quarter. fn these quarters, Arabs owned )p! piecesof real- estate, includ.ing lrOl+8 apartments, \27 commercial warehouses, ! Tslanic
mosques, )+ school-s and 2 Islanic chapels. These quarters were inhabited by
6,000 Arabs. On 30 August t970, issue No. 1,656 ot the fsraeli Official Gazettecontained.ad.ecreefortheappropriationofanareaof11,68od'um
in the Jerusat_em area, und.er the 19h3 British Law of Acquisition of Land for the
Publ-ic Interest. This may be broken d.or,rn as foll.ows:

l-. l+,8)+O d.um:ms of the lands of the villages of Beit Hanina and Nabi Samwi1to the north of Jerusalem;

2" 2,7A0 d.unums of the lands of the village of Beit Safafa to the south of
Jerusalen;

3. 2,d+O d.unums of the lands of the villages of Sur Bahir and Jabal
al-Mukabber to the south of Jerusalem:,
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l+. l'2OO d.unums of the lands of the village of Qalandiya near Jerusalem
airrna*.s*r }/v4 v t

5. l+70 dum:ncs of the l-ands of the villaee of Ram to the north of Jerusalerc:

6. 120 dunums within the limits of the Arab municipality of Jerusalem:.

T. 100 d.unums in the vicinity of the wal1 of Jerusalem;

Total : l-1,680 d.unums.

0n these lands the Israeli authorities constructed- more than h rOO0 housing
units and established. industrial zones near Jerusalem airport and transferred. to
them factories and. workshops, includ.ing Central Hashbirha, Faraj, Erodat, I''iotsdi"
Papruskalim, Hatsrakhirn, Eshrabatonu Dimox and Haf ratal.

They also took over the Matman A1lah cemetery in Jerusalem and set up a
comrnercial centre and a garage on the site. They then proceeded to buil-d 13
tourist hotel-s, with a total of \,t65 rooms, on the lands which they had seized
from the Arabs in Jerusalem. The fsraelis then took over an area of 6OO d,unums of
At"ab land. in Ash-Sheikh Jarah and the surrounding areas and built a whole large
quarter to trhich they gave the name Eshkol quarter and r.rhich blocleed the glorious
historic views of Jerusalem.

In 1975, the Israeli authorities began constructing a lrall of vast resid.ential
apartment bl-ocks around both parts of the city of Jerusalem and around. the
adJoining areas, and", as the Israelis themselves have said, these buildings are
being constructed. as vast strong defence fortresses.

The total amount of Arab lands seized. by the fsraelis in the Jerusalem area
is 1121297 d"unr-us, which may be broken d.or,m as follows:
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1. The l,ia5;harba quarter

2. Land. of Jabal- a.L."l{ukabber

3. Lands vithin the rcunicipal- limits

4. Land.s of Ash-.Sheikh Jarrah and Scopus

5. Lan'4-s in the Beit ,T:Ianina area

6. Lands in the Qalandiya area

7. Lands to the east of Sharfat

B. Land on l{ount Scopus

9. Lands of lTabi Samlril

10. Ld,nds of Beit Safafa

LI. Lands of the village of Ram

l.'2. Lands of l*ran Al-.-Atrmar

13. Lands of Srata

1\. Land.s of Abu Dis

15. Lancls of As*Sarnmar

16. Land.s in the area to the east of A1-Izriya
up to Khan Al-*Ahmar

17. Lands of Salr,ran

f8. Lands in the Sir area

L26

540

l-,3L6

3,870

l-2,l+70

1,200

1,700

l+lo

h,Bho

2 r7oo

L,800

3,000

5,000

2,000

200

?o,000

1 r000

6o

dunwos

dunums

dunums

clunums

dunums

d.unums

dunums

dunums

dunums

dunums

dunums

clunums

d.unr:ms

dunums

d.unums

d.unums

d"unums

clunums

TotaL: ]-]-2,297 dunums

The Israelis buil-t the following settlenents on these lands:

1. lTeve Ya lacov 2. Atarot

3. Sanhedria \. I4etzpeh

5. I{arale Adonim 6. Talpiot

7. Ranot 8. l,latalat Defna

9. l,laiale Atloninr B



A/3\ /X6
.ilnp-.L1sh
Aniex rr
Pqco 5

In ad"d.ition, a number of residential- quarters were buift on the boundaries of'
the municipality of Jerusalem. These include the follotring:

1. The Anatot q_uarter 2" The Febrew University residential
quarter

l--4. The riaskubia quarter

6. The Al-l'lasanir quarter

fn May 1979, a ne\r Israeli organization, the Zionist Construction Groun,
announced. the establishnent of a nel,r settlement called l{odirin.

TTT. THE ARIHA ARIA

Tn the Ariha area, which is generallv recognized. as coming under the
administration of the City of Jerusalem, the Israelirs took over \3r0OO d-untrms
of Arab l-and. The breakdor.n: is as foll-or,rs:

1. The Ain At-Turaba area to the r,rest of the Dead" Sea 10 ,OOO dunums

2" The Kal-ia area to the south of Ariha 1B,OOO dunu-ms

3. Land"s of A1.-Awja Al*Far,rqa I+,OOO d.unums

l+. Lands of A1-Awja At-Tahta 5,OOO d.unums

,. Land.s to the south of Jiftlik 2,000 dunums

6. Land.s in the Central Jordan Va11ey I+,OOO dunums

Total: h3,ooo dunums

The fsraelis blew up all the houses in A1-Filat between the town of Ariha
and the Jord,an River and established. seven fsraeli settlements in the Ariha
areae namely:

3. The I'4arman A1la quarter

,. The Tel- el*Faras quarter

'l

l.{itzpe Shalem

Nararan

Yitav

Netiv Hagdud

Ct

4"

Almog (rari.a)

I(adesh Bartig

l4n osh i mi m
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IV. TI{E BET}ILFJ{]N{ DISIRrCT

1*he rsraeris took over 85,oo0 dunums of Arab Iand in
brealidown is as follolrs:

1. Lands of Al*Firdaws

e " Land"s of Qumran

3. Lands of Beit Fajjar

l+. Lands of Tabat Al_-ltralr

5. Lands of Ad..:Dahisha

6. Lands of Beib Jala

T, Lands of Jabal Ar-.Ras

8. Land.s of At-Talamara

the Bethlehem area.

l+,000 dunums

11000 dunums

1 ,500 clunurns

500 dunums

500 d.unums

5,000 d.unums

505 d.ununrs

72,000 dunums

The

Total: 85,ooo dunrms

They established there military firing and training zones and two settlements,Gilo and Hamuzit.

V. THE IIEBRON DTSTRICT

The Israelis took over 55,650 d.unums of Arab landis as follows:
in Hebron. The breakdown



't

2"

4"

.|

Y.

10.

11.

t2"

J-J.

1l+.

'lq

They built there the town of Qiryat Arba,
cloninating the town of Hebron, and nine other

1" Yattir 2"

3. Takosh lt.

5. Elezar 6.

T. Rosh Tzurim B.

9. Idigdal 0z

Land.s to the east of the town of Hebron

Lands to the north of Hebron

Land.s of Khi11a Jalis

Lands of the vill-age of Beit Amr

Land.s of the village of Ad"-Dahira

Land.s of the villaee of As=Samur

Land.s of Tarkumiya

Lands to the south of Asyun

Lands adjoining the town of Sharqa

Land.s of the village of Aksariya

Lands of the vill-ase of Surif

Land.s of Dora

Land.s of Al-l{ajnuna

Lands of Sarir and A1:,1.{ukhabba

Land.s r,rithin the bound.aries of the nrunicipality

25,750

3 rooo

)v

A ncn\r tv /v

avv

500

?,800

6, ooo

3,000

1,000

200

1,500

300

250
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dunums

dunums

d.unums

dunums

d.unums

dunums

d.unums

dunums

dunums

d.unums

d.unums

d-unums

dunums

d.unums

dununs

Total: 55,650 dunums

adjacent to and strategically
settlements u narnely:

Bedulam

I(far Etzion

Alon Shvot

Efrat

They then annexed. 1,000 d.unums more to the town of Qiryat Arba and built new
resid.ential and ind.ustrial ertensions there, and they occupied the Dabar,riya area
in the town of Hebron and set about building a new Jewish residential quarter there.
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VI. TIIE }IABLUS DISTRTCT

Ttre Tsraelis took over 65,800 d-unums of Arab land in the lTablus district. The
breakdown is as follows:

1. Lands of }lorthern Asira

2, Lands of Kafr Qad"d.r:m

3. Land.s of Talluza in the locality of Kalb
Ash.-Shanaro

3,000 dunums

5 r5OO d.unums

300 dunums

5,000 dunr:ms

3,000 dununs

5 1000 dumrms

7 1000 dummrs

b,ooo d.unums

6rooo dunums

6 r12oo d.ununs

7,000 dunums

3,000 d.unums

3,500 d.unums

3 1000 d.unums

1,000 dunums

2r000 dunums

11000 dum.ims

l,

.7
lc

a

v.

10.

l_1 "

12.

1\"
'lq

t6.

1F7rl.

Lands of the village of Al-l.,lughayyir

Lands of the village of Deir Sharaf

Land.s of the village of l4esha

Lands of the villages of Bardal-a and. Ain el-Beid.a
in the Tubas area

Land of Fasayil

Land in the Damya Brid.ge area

Land.s of the village of Beit Dajan

Land.s of the village of Agraba

Land.s of Al-Buqaiya

Land.s of the village of Dr:ma

Land-s in the Jarzim area

Lands of the village of Tel Haris

Land.s of the village of yasuf

Land.s of the village of Sabastiya

Total: 55,800 dunums

In the }Iablus district they established. 2l+ settlements, two of which have not
been given their final names. The others are as follows:yet
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1.

2.

3.

t,

q

6.

7.

B.

Mehola

t10 t_

Bega"ot

Arganan

Massuah

' a;--rnalza J!:I

Tomer

lvrevo bnl_l-on

Ramonim

10. Ma-al Ephrain

11. Gitit

].2. Hamra

13. Batoah

- 1.J_+. fl.ar].s

15. Vad.eem

16. Elon Moreh A

L7. Shomron

18. Gi1gal

l-9. lJew Massuah

20. l{ekhora

2I. Ariel

22. Elon l{oreh B

9.

The Israelis are nor^r trying to consolidate a settlement which they establishetl
on Mount Jurzim, which strategically doninates the tor,m of }Tablus, and to turn it
into a tovn called' shekan, iust as previously, in 191+8, they established on the
hi1ls overLooking the Arab tol'm of Nazareth, the tovn of Nasira Elet and near the
Arab town of Acre, the town of TtTew Akko, which formed a kind. of belt around the
Arab town. Sinilarly, in 1968, they set up the town of Qiryat Arba on the hi1ls
overlooking the town of Hebron.

VII. THE TULKANM DISTRICT

fn 19)+8, the Israelis took over more than 90 per cent of the level- lancls
of Tulkarm, which were fertile antl planted with lenon and orange trees, and left
the inhabitants of the Tulkarm area, who nr:mbered. over 150'000, with only the
hiI1y regions and.10 per cent of the level 1ands. Even so, the fsraelis
considered. the existence of the town and district of Tulkarm as a thorn in ttreir
sicle and- something to be got rid of, and.o in the l-!67 va?, even though there were
no nilitary forces fighting the Israeli arny in Tulkarm or in Qalqiliya, whieh
were situated, on the armistice line, it was a part of the Israeli major objective
to occupy these two towns and the surrounding Arab villages and to expel their
inhabitants. Accorilingly, the forces of the fsraeli arny' as they advanced' blew
up and d.estroyecl the houses there. At the same timer over 200 large trucks came'
preced.ed by fsraeli army officers in Jeeps carrying loud-speakers calling on the
inhabitants to save their lives and get in the trucks to be taken to the bridges
across the Jord.an River and, in the words of these officers to "go to King Hussein
in east Jordanrt. Some cleparted. and some stayedo and. the end. result was that the
Israelis blew up more than 5OO .nrat houses.
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Thprr qrr}.e'^uently took over an area of I,OOO d-unums belonging to the Khaduri
AgriculturaL College and establ-ished. there a factory for the packing of citrusfruits. They then took over 100 d.unums in the town of Qalqiliya and established.
a military centre there ancl 3,OOO dunums in the Qa1qiliya """., where they
established' the settlement of Qarnay-Shomron. They also took over S'OOO dunumsin the Jabla area and established there the settlement of Sal-it a colonization
centre on an area of 150 dunrrms in the Nur Shams area to the east of the town of
Tu1karm. ln 1979, they established the settlement of Qarnay-shonoron to the southof Tulkarro.

They built five fsraeLi settlements in the Jenin area.
\, ..tvlel_ amt- A

Mei-ami B

Terseleh

Ma]ki Shua

Dotan

These are as follows:

)r

They then established a settlement centre in the Harish area to the east of
the vil-lage of Jaba', as well as many zones to which the randor^rners and inhabitants
were forbidd-en entry. The total area of the Arab lands on the l,iest Bank taken overby the fsraelis is more than 1 million d.unums.

VTII. THTI GAZA STRIP

1.

1.

Although the total land area of the Gaza
only 5) per cent of which is cultivable, and
and a refugee camp and. has an Arab popul_ation
took over 31000 dunums and established. seven
These settlements are as follows;

Katif

I(atif

l'4orag

Strip is no more than 35Lr00O d.unums,
it contains three torrnso 1! villages
or \5OrOOO, the Israelis nevertheless

fsrael-i settlements on that lantt.

I'letzarim

Netzer Hazani

Azoor,7

1.

1t

4. Kfar Darom

The fsraelis al-so took over 115,OOO dunums and. barred. access to them. A1so,after blowing up 185 houses in the Gaza Stripr the Israelis established a plant
for the packing and waxing of eitrus fruit, the fsraeli Karli Plant, three banks,
the Leumi Bank of fsrael, the Discount Bank and the llapo'elem Bank, and a numberof military centres.
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Th-i+o r.rrAapf. for'lo7Q- the Israel-i Government earmarked. a half a billionlll !uD wuuF\su rvl L7 l7) vrrL

Israeli pound.s for the establishnent of more Tsraeli settlement.s on Arab land on

the l.,lest 3ank, und.er the supervision of Ariel Sharon, and it was d'ecid-ed to
establish 20 Tsraeli settlements on the l,,lest Bank in 1980. The Co-Chairman of
the Settlement Department of the Jewish Agency announced that no fsraeli official
could even think of removing the Jewish settlers from the l^Iest Bank and the Gaza

Strip. He said further that measures were being taken for the iruoigration of
58rObO Jewish fanil-ies from abroad to Palestine and. that they wou1d. be accornmodated

in the \5 settlements which it had been decid.ed were to be built during the next
five years. In preparation for takin€{ over more Arab territory in the lowland's,
the fsraelis have d.ug deep wid.e ditches, large enough for a car to pass through'
between orange and. banana plantations on the pretext of security and had prevented-
the owners of the plantations from irrigating their fand.s. This wi11'
unquestionably, nean that the plants will wither and d.ie for lack of irrigationo
and the fsraelis will then take over the lands in ord.er to establish new

settlements. In early lr{ay 19?9, Hamd.i Khalaf, Basil Al-Husseini and

Al-Haj Khalid. Al--i-o.omi, acting on behalf of owners of plantations covering an area
of 5rOOO d.ununs in the low1and.s, submitted a complaint to the Israeli Military
Governor and asked. permission for them to irrigate their Iands, even by pipelines
if necessary. The Military Governor has so far not responded to this request.
The Israeli authorities have prevented" the Arab citizens fron d.igging artesian
we1ls on their lands without a permit, which is very difficult to obtain here.
The owners of existing wells are forced, by order of the Military Governor, to
install water meters and. are all-owed to irrigate their plantations only with the
amount of their water specified by the fsraeli agricultural offieer and at specific
tines. Natura1ly, the amount a1Iowed is not sufficient to irrigate the plantations
properly, and results are therefore inadeq,uate both quantitativel-y and
qrr"1it.live1y. The owners are suffering great losses. fn order to force them
to leave their land so that they can take it over, the fsraelis often resort to
various fraudulent means, including forgery. The fsraeli Suprerae Court, by its
decision on the fsraeli Government's confiscation of Arab l.ands in the village
of Bettine in Ramallah on the pretext of security, gave the Israeli Government
the 1ega1 right to confiscate 1and. if the purpose was security. The Israeli
authorities find it very easy i'o plead reasons of security, and. they often
confiscate 1and. and claim that the confiscation is for reasons of security, but
the land. is not returned to its owner, vho is offered some compensation for it
if he concurs. The fsraeli occupation authorities use numerous means to gain
control of Arab lands and then establish settl-ements there, on the well-known
Jewish principle of ftabsentee propertytt, which means the expulsion of the
inhabitants and seizure of the land.

Arabs on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip are not al-lowed. to plant trees
on their land. unfess they have a permit, and- such a pernit is hard. to obtain.
The purpose of this is to remove ihe land.ovner's confidence and hope that he will
remain on his land. and plant it with tr:ees that will bear fruit after a number of
year:s, in order to facilitate their seizure of it. They even prevent Arabs
irorn planting even a single tree to replace the tree or trees vhich have died on

their land.
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