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By Eve Sampson 

The International Criminal Court will commission an independent investigation into accusations 

of sexual misconduct by its chief prosecutor, the court announced Monday. 

The investigation into Karim Khan, the prosecutor best known for seeking arrest warrants for top 

Israeli and Hamas leaders for their conduct of the war in Gaza, will be carried out by an external 

body “in order to ensure a fully independent, impartial and fair process,” according to a 

statement by Paivi Kaukoranta, the chief of the international assembly that oversees the court. 

In his own statement Monday, according to The Associated Press, Mr. Khan, whose office is 

responsible for investigating and prosecuting international war crimes and genocide, said he was 

aware of the investigation and had requested that his two deputy prosecutors take responsibility 

for the matter internally. “I welcome the opportunity to engage in this process,” he said. 

The Daily Mail reported in October that a female colleague had accused Mr. Khan of 

harassment, an allegation he denied. The Guardian later reported that Mr. Khan had tried to 

suppress the accuser’s claims, which he also denied. 

After being made aware of the allegations, Ms. Kaukoranta, president of the assembly 

representing 125 nations that recognize the court’s authority, said in late October that the court 

“seeks the consent of any alleged victim of misconduct before proceeding with an investigation,” 
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but after a conversation with Mr. Khan’s accuser, the court was “was not in a position to 

proceed.” 

Days later, Mr. Khan said on social media that the matter had been “closed” by the court’s 

oversight body without an investigation because no complaint had been made, and that the 

“alleged aggrieved person” had declined the option of an investigation. Mr. Khan also said he 

sought an investigation into how the information, which he called “disinformation,” had been 

made public. 

The court, based in The Hague, did not say on Monday what had changed in recent weeks to 

prompt an investigation. 

Mr. Khan set off global debate this spring when he sought arrest warrants for Benjamin 

Netanyahu, Israel’s prime minister, Yoav Gallant, then Israel’s defense minister, and three 

Hamas leaders on charges of crimes against humanity in the war that began with the Hamas-led 

attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. 

The Hamas leaders, Yahya Sinwar, Ismail Haniyeh and Muhammad Deif, have all since been 

killed by Israeli forces. 

When Mr. Khan requested the warrants, the U.S. secretary of state, Antony J. Blinken, 

condemned the action. “We reject the Prosecutor’s equivalence of Israel with Hamas. It is 

shameful,” Mr. Blinken said in a statement, adding that the I.C.C. has no jurisdiction over 

Israel’s war with Hamas. 

Israel, like the United States, has not adopted the statute that created the I.C.C. two decades ago, 

and does not recognize the court’s jurisdiction, so Mr. Netanyahu or Mr. Gallant do not face 

arrest in their own country. But the court’s ruling could make international travel difficult for the 

two men should the warrants be granted. 

Though the chief prosecutor recommends arrest warrants, the court’s judges have the ultimate 

approval authority. A panel of three judges is currently deliberating on the arrest warrants sought 

by Mr. Khan. 

Eve Sampson is a reporter covering international news and a member of the 2024-25 Times 
Fellowship class, a program for journalists early in their careers. More about Eve Sampson 
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Press Release: 11 November 2024  

Statement by the President of the Assembly of States 

Parties on investigation into alleged misconduct by an 

ICC elected official 

 

After having consulted the Bureau of the Assembly of States Parties (ASP), I am seeking on 

behalf of the ASP Presidency an external investigation into the matters related to alleged 

misconduct by the ICC Prosecutor. The involved parties have been informed.  

The Independent Oversight Mechanism (IOM), which exercises full operational independence 

from the International Criminal Court and reports directly to the ASP, is competent to investigate 

such allegations. The IOM was seized of the matter on the basis of a third party request and 

subsequently on the basis of a request by the Prosecutor. However, given the particular 

circumstances of this case, including the IOM’s victim-centred approach, and perceptions of 



possible and future conflicts of interest, the IOM has indicated that it has no objection to 

exceptionally resorting to an external investigation. 

An external investigation is therefore being pursued in order to ensure a fully independent, 

impartial and fair process, in conformity with the legal framework of the ICC and the IOM and 

following a victim-centred approach. The practical modalities of the investigation are being 

finalized. I call on all involved parties to cooperate fully with that investigation.   

I must insist on due respect for the privacy and the rights of all involved parties as well as the 

confidentiality of such an investigation. Further information can only be shared once the 

investigation has concluded.  

 

The Assembly of States Parties is the management oversight and legislative body of the 

International Criminal Court. It is comprised of representatives of States that have ratified or 

acceded to the Rome Statute. The Presidency of the Assembly is currently composed of H.E. Ms. 

Päivi Kaukoranta (Finland), President; H.E. Mr. Michael Imran Kanu (Sierra Leone), Vice-

President; and H.E. Ms. Margareta Kassangana (Poland), Vice-President. 

Source: Assembly of States Parties  
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