The International Criminal Court ("ICC" or "the Court") expresses profound regret
at the announcement of further threats and coercive actions, including financial
measures, against the Court and its officials, made earlier today by the Government
of the United States.
The ICC stands firmly by its staff and officials and remains unwavering in its
commitment to discharging, independently and impartially, the mandate bestowed
upon it by the Rome Statute and the States that are party to it.
These are the latest in a series of unprecedented attacks on the ICC, an independent
international judicial institution, as well as on the Rome Statute system of
international criminal justice, which reflects the commitment and cooperation of
the ICC's 123 States Parties, representing all regions of the world.
These attacks constitute an escalation and an unacceptable attempt to interfere with
the rule of law and the Court's judicial proceedings. They are announced with the
declared aim of influencing the actions of ICC officials in the context of the Court's
independent and objective investigations and impartial judicial proceedings.
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An attack on the ICC also represents an attack against the interests of victims of
atrocity crimes, for many of whom the Court represents the last hope for justice.
As it continues to meet its mandated responsibilities, the Court relies on the
staunch support and cooperation of its States Parties. The Court wishes to recall, in
this context, yesterday's joint statement from the ten ICC States Parties members of
the UN Security Council, reconfirming their "unwavering support for the Court as
an independent and impartial judicial institution," as well as the press statement
issued earlier today by the President of the Assembly of States Parties.

For further information, please contact Fadi El Abdallah, Spokesperson and Head
of Public Affairs Unit, International Criminal Court, by telephone at: +31 (0)70
515-9152 or +31 (0)6 46448938 or by e-mail at: fadi.el-abdallah@icc-cpi.int
You can also follow the Court's activities on Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr, YouTube,
Instagram and Flickr
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On 11 June 2020 the Government of the United States announced new measures
against the International Criminal Court (ICC). These measures are
unprecedented. They undermine our common endeavor to fight impunity and to
ensure accountability for mass atrocities. I deeply regret measures targeting
Court officials, staff and their families.
The Court is independent and impartial. The ICC is a court of law. It operates in
strict adherence to the provisions of the Rome Statute.
The Rome Statute system recognizes the primary jurisdiction of States to
investigate and prosecute atrocity crimes. As a court of last resort, the ICC is
complementary to national jurisdictions. This is a cornerstone of the Statute.
To further strengthen the Rome Statute system, the Assembly of States Parties
and the Court have embarked on a wide-ranging review process. The aim is to
ensure effective and efficient accountability for atrocity crimes.
I will convene an extraordinary meeting of the Bureau of the Assembly next
week to consider how to renew our unwavering commitment to the Court.
I call upon the States Parties and all the stakeholders in the Rome Statute system
to reiterate once more our relentless commitment to uphold and defend the
principles and values enshrined in the Statute and to preserve its integrity
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undeterred by any measures and threats against the Court and its officials, staff
and their families.
***
The Assembly of States Parties is the management oversight and legislative body
of the ICC. It is comprised of representatives of States that have ratified or
acceded to the Rome Statute. President Kwon was elected President of the
Assembly for a three year mandate in December 2017.
Twitter: #ICC_PASP
For further information on the Assembly of States Parties, please e-mail to
asp@icc-cpi.int

Source : Assembly of States Parties
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